
by Fili Sagapolutele
Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 

has given provisional approval 
to the government’s Repatria-
tion Plan and has agreed to the 
ASG Coronavirus Task Force’s 
suggestion of the fi rst repatria-
tion fl ight in mid January for the 
estimated 600 American Samoa 
residents stranded in the U.S. 

The governor’s provisional 
approval is outlined in a Nov. 
16th letter addressed to task 
force chairman Iulogologo 
Joseph Pereira and task force 
members as well as copies to Lt. 
Gov. Lemanu Palepoi Sialega 
Mauga, who is also governor-
elect, Interior Department’s 
Offi ce of Insular Affairs director 
Nikolao Pula and Eileen Tyrell, 
president of the Tagata Tutu 

Fa’atasi Alliance of American 
Samoa — the group pushing for 
repatriation fl ights. 

In his letter, Lolo noted 
that the Repatriation Plan pre-
pared by the Health Depart-
ment in collaboration with LBJ 
Medical Center, has been thor-
oughly vetted by the task force 
in it’s meeting Nov. 10th and 
approved its advancement to 
the Executive Leadership for a 
decision. 

According to the governor, 
the “key elements” of the four-
stage repatriation plan “were 
clearly articulated” to him 
and he gives his “provisional 
approval to allow further inves-
tigation and to ascertain clarity 
on each of the plan elements.”

Gov sets provisional 
date for fi rst repatriation 

fl ight from Honolulu

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
has established the govern-
ment’s COVID-19 Vaccine Dis-
tribution Task Force, charged 
with planning the distribution of 
a vaccine for the deadly corona-

virus once it becomes available. 
The governor announced 

during Wednesday’s cabinet 
meeting at the Gov. H. Rex Lee 
Auditorium, the establishment 
of the vaccine task force, which 
is co-chaired by LBJ Medical 
Center Chief Executive Offi cer, 

Faumuina John Faumuina 
and Health director Motusa 
Tuileama Nua. 

“We join our nation in cel-
ebrating the projected avail-
ability of the fi rst COVID-19 
vaccine possibly available some 

Governor establishes 
COVID-19 Vaccine 

Distribution Task Force
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SPECIFIC POLICIES MUST BE IN PLACE TO 
GUIDE AND CONTROL THE IMPLEMENTATION

ASCC graduate Johann Vollrath, 
currently studying Marine Biology at 
the University of Hawaii at Manoa, is 
one of the two inaugural recipients of 
the ASCC Marine Science Scholarship, 
funded through the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration Coral 
Reef Conservation Program, in collabo-
ration with the local Coral Reef Advi-
sory Group and the American Samoa 
Government Department of Marine 
and Wildlife Resources. (Story to follow 
in this Monday’s Samoa News issue of 
the new ASCC scholarship and its two 
inaugural recipients.)     [Courtesy Photo]
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Paramount Chief Mauga Tasi Asuega’s Taupou, Tulimalefo’i when she was escorted by mem-
bers of the Pago Pago Aumaga inside Mauga’s guesthouse during a special ceremony held last 
Wednesday.              [photo by AF]
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter
MAN ARRESTED FOR VIOLATING CON-

DITION OF PROBATION
A man was arrested and taken into the Terri-

torial Correctional Facility (TCF) on the allega-
tion that he violated a condition of his probation 
after testing positive for methamphetamine and 
marijuana.

Meki Faalogo appeared before Acting Asso-
ciate Justice Elvis P. Patea this week for his initial 
appearance and his case is now continued until 
Dec. 7th. 

According to the government’s case, Faalogo 
was sentenced to a term of probation of 5 years 
after being convicted of 2nd degree assault. Con-
ditions of his probation included not consuming 
alcohol or illegal drugs and submitting himself 
for testing to make sure he’s alcohol and drug 
free. He was also ordered to visit the Probation 
offi ce once a month.

This week, Faalogo visited the Probation 
Offi ce and was instructed by a Probation Offi cer 
to undergo a drug test to which he tested positive 
for methamphetamine and marijuana. 

Faalogo was immediately arrested and trans-
ported to the TCF to await his court hearing. 

When Faalogo’s case was called, his defense 
attorney told the court that he received the infor-
mation and his client has entered a denial against 
the allegation. Defense attorney then asked for 
a preliminary examination (PX) for this case, 
which is now scheduled for Dec. 7th.

After his hearing, he was ordered to be 
remanded back to the TCF without bail to await 
his next court hearing next month.

TAAVILI TE’O
A man arrested for disturbing the public peace 

in front of a family residence in Nuuuli last week 
has also been charged with unlawful possession 
of drugs.

Taavili Te’o made his initial appearance in 
court last week.

He is charged with one count of unlawful pos-
session of marijuana, an unclassifi ed felony pun-
ishable by imprisonment from 5-10 years, a fi ne 
of up to $20,000, or both; along with one count of 
3rd degree assault and public peace disturbance 
(PPD), both misdemeanors.

Bail is set at $10,000.
THE CASE

According to the government’s case, a man 
contacted the Tafuna Police Substation (TPS) for 
assistance after a man assaulted his son-in-law in 
front of their guest house. Several police offi cers 
responded to the call and met up with the man 
who called.

According to the man, who also is the father-
in-law of the victim, his son-in-law was fi xing 
their fence at the back of their house when “T” 
(also known as Faavili Te’o) walked over to his 
son and questioned him regarding an incident 
that occurred two weeks ago where his son-in-
law and two other male individuals assaulted 
Te’o during a rugby touch game.

According to the father-in-law, Te’o punched 
his son-on-law in the face multiple times causing 
him to fall where Te’o then kicked his son-in-law 
in the back and stomach before two other males, 
who were with his son-in-law, came forward and 
stopped Te’o.

When asked about the incident by police offi -
cers, the victim echoed his father-in-law’s state-
ment. He said that while he was on the ground 
after Te’o assaulted him and told him that he 
would shoot him if he calls the police.

Te’o was apprehended by police at the loca-
tion where the alleged incident took place and 
transported to the TPS for questioning. Before he 
was transported, a body search was conducted for 
weapons and drugs. During a pat down, two hand 
rolled marijuana cigarettes were discovered by 
police in the defendant’s rear pants pocket.

After being Mirandized, Te’o said that he 

understood his rights and agreed to speak with 
police regarding the incident.

Te’o admitted that he assaulted the victim out 
of anger because the victim and two of his friends 
assaulted him two weeks ago. 

When asked about the illegal drugs found on 
him, Te’o said he bought the drugs from a man 
from the area called Le Filifi li.

TOFIGA ASALELE
A man was arrested by police two weeks ago 

for allegedly assaulting a man who allegedly 
attempted to break into his vehicle parked in 
front of an Asian store in the Tafuna area.

Tofi ga Asalele made his initial appearance 
in court two weeks ago. He is charged with 
3rd degree assault; public peace disturbance 
and property damage in the 3rd degree — all 
misdemeanors. 

Asalele is now released on his own recog-
nizance while awaiting his next court appear-
ance, which is scheduled for Dec. 11th, 2020 at 
8:30a.m.

According to the government’s case, a woman 
contacted the TPS for assistance after a man 
assaulted another young male in front of an Asian 
store in the Malaeimi area.

Several police offi cers responded to the call 
and observed a crowd of people gathering in 
front of the store. As offi cers approached the 
crowd, they observed a young male standing at 
the corner of the store holding a metal pipe in his 
left hand and blood covered his facial area. The 
man was later identifi ed as the victim in this case.

On the other side of the store where the crowd 
of people were gathered, police observed a three 
males trying to hold back a man, who was later 
identifi ed as Tofi ga Asalele, the defendant in this 
matter. The victim was transported by EMS to the 
LBJ Hospital for further treatment after police 
examined his injuries, while the defendant was 
placed inside the police unit for his own safety.

Offi cers interviewed some of the witnesses of 
the alleged incident. 

The fi rst witness told police that the two 
men involved in this incident were both inside 
the store. It was when the defendant exited the 
store and put his shopping inside his vehicle and 
walked back into the store that the victim ran 
towards Asalele’s vehicle and opened the back 
door and quickly grabbed a shopping bag full of 
items.

The defendant saw what happened and he 
immediately ran out to his vehicle and allegedly 
grabbed the victim’s shoulder and pushed him 
away while the victim was still holding the bag 
in his right hand. 

After a brief confrontation between the two 
men, the defendant punched the victim in the face 
causing him to fall. The defendant then kicked 
the victim’s back and leg while he was on the 
ground. Asalele also damaged the victim’s cell 
phone.

A crowd of people immediately rushed to the 
scene and were able to pull the defendant away. 

Three other witnesses were questioned by 
police regarding the alleged incident, and they all 
confi rmed the incident. One witness told police 
that the victim also threatened to kill the defen-
dant by shooting him after he was assaulted by 
the defendant.

When questioned by police regarding the 
alleged incident, the defendant admitted to the 
incident and immediately apologized for his 
actions.

Asalele confi rmed to police the witnesses’ 
accounts of the incident, including explaining 
that the victim turned around and threw a punch, 
which hit his chest. That’s when he turned around 
and punched the victim in the face causing him 
to fall, and out of anger, he also kicked the victim 
in the back and his leg while he was lying on the 
ground.

It’s not clear at this time whether the govern-
ment is going 

time in December,” said Lolo, 
in a Nov. 17th memo, estab-
lishing the task force. 

He noted that the assumption 
is being made that the initial 
distribution of the COVID-19 
vaccine will be determined 
on a percentage of the total 
population. 

“Accordingly, it behooves us 
to prepare accordingly to ensure 
that we are ready for imme-
diate distribution of COVID-19 
vaccine, he said in the memo 
addressed to Faumuina and 
Motusa. 

The governor explained that 
the vaccine Distribution Plan 
should include the required 
infrastructure to handle the 
storage of the vaccine, priority 
distribution policies, method of 
distribution, centers to distribute 
the vaccine, post-follow up 
protocols to facilitate tracking 
of those vaccinated, and other 
policies to ensure equitable 
and effi cient distribution of the 
vaccine. 

“Given the time limitations, 
I am requesting that you set 
up a meeting with me to avail 
the opportunity to you and the 
membership to raise questions 
with me to provide clarity on 
what is expected of the task 
force,” Lolo informed Fau-
muina and Motusa. 

Besides the co-chairs, there 
are 17 other members:

•  seven from DoH — 
Dr. Saipale Fuimaono, Clinical 
director; Dr. Cecilia Alailima 
and Dr. Fiona Trail - both are 
COVID-19 Quarantine Sites 
physicians; Dr. Monita Adip, 

COVID-19 Airport Medical 
Operations; Dr. Ronald Yip, 
COVID-19 Seaport Medical 
Operations; Dr. Aifi li John 
Tufa, Senior Epidemiologist; 
and DoH Pharmacist, Dr. Fran-
cine Amoa

•  seven from LBJ — 
Chief Medical Offi cer Dr. 
Iotamo Saleapaga; Chief of 
Internal Medicine; Dr. Amor 
Gonzales, Chief of Laboratory 
Services; Chief Pharmacist Dr. 
Evelyn Ah-Hing Fa’ai’uaso; 
CMS Liaison Offi cer Mrs. 
Toaga Seumalo; Director of 
Nursing Simamao Tuato’o; 
Infection Preventionist Shar-
main Mageo

•  Dr. Fred Uhrle Jr — 
Chief Medical Offi cer — local 
Veterans clinic

•  Attorney General 
Mitzie Jessop Ta’ase

•  ASG Coronavirus Task 
Force chairman Iulogologo 
Joseph Pereira

The Associated Press 
reported early this week that 
two vaccine makers have said 
that preliminary results from 
their late-stage studies suggest 
their experimental vaccines for 
the virus are strongly protec-
tive.  Moderna said its vaccine 
appears nearly 95% effective. 
This comes on the heels of Pfi z-
er’s announcement that its shot 
appeared similarly effective.

U.S. health offi cials said 
a coronavirus vaccine would 
need to be at least 50% effec-
tive before they would consider 
approving it for use, according 
to the AP.
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JULIA’S 
ICE CREAM SHOP
WILL BE CLOSED ON

NOVEMBER 23 TO 
NOVEMBER 29, 2020

THANKS MANAGEMENT

➧ Governor establishes…
Continued from page 1

(Continued on page 6)



samoa news, Friday, November 20, 2020  Page 3  

Anita Hofschneider, Honolulu 
Civil Beat

Reprinted with permission
Rodrigo Mauricio knew that 

his wife Mary was going to die. 
For a decade, he had watched 
her diabetes worsen and her kid-
neys weaken. He had ushered in 
2020 with her in the hospital. 
He had read the pamphlets from 
Island Hospice about what to 
expect when the end came.

On the day Mary died, April 1 
of this year, the sun was pressing 
against heavy cloud cover in 
Palolo Valley on Oahu. Mary 
was at home, in a bed the family 
had set up in the living room of 
the house she and Rodrigo had 
bought three decades before 
when they moved to Honolulu 
from Pohnpei.

All twelve of their children 
were present: 10 in person, two 
from Pohnpei via Facebook 
video. The family sang church 
songs to Mary, coaxed her to 
eat salted lemons, wept as her 
breathing slowed.

Rodrigo watched as time 
stretched between each of her 
breaths. Inhale, exhale. He 
waited for another breath that 

never came. Even though he 
knew what was happening, he 
felt overwhelmed with shock.

Somewhere in his immense 
grief, he also felt relief. Now, 
finally, the woman he loved 
would no longer be in pain.

But there was a new chal-
lenge to contend with: The 
world was descending into a 
fast-moving pandemic. If it 
hadn’t been for COVID-19, the 
family’s home would have been 
inundated with visitors praying 
the rosary. Mary’s body would 
have been sent to a Honolulu 
mortuary and then flown to 
Pohnpei, so she could be buried 
in her ancestral homeland 
alongside her mother and father.

Instead, seven months after 
her death, Mary’s body remains 
at a Honolulu mortuary. And 
the Mauricios remain in limbo, 
praying that they can soon 
accompany her home.

In her Pohnpeian commu-
nity, Mary was an esteemed 
matriarch: the leader and last 
of her generation in a clan con-
sisting of hundreds of members. 
Until she is buried, her clan 
cannot bestow her title upon 

another, Rodrigo explains.
He believes she is trapped in 

lahngepwek, heaven on earth, 
unable to ascend to lahngapap, 
heaven in the sky.

“I worry every day because 
she is still not at rest,” he says.

Pacific Islanders in Hawaii 
have been hit harder by 
COVID-19 than any other 
group. But even families like 
the Mauricios, which have so 
far managed to elude the virus 
itself, have been struck by pan-
demic-related restrictions.

Efforts to repatriate citizens 
have been slow due to well-
founded fears that the corona-
virus would overwhelm limited 
medical facilities.

Richard Clark, spokesman 
for the president of the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, 
estimates as many as 800 citi-
zens are waiting to re-enter, 
including cancer patients and 
students. He said the struggle of 
their people trapped outside the 
country weighs heavily on the 
country’s leaders.

Rodrigo and Mary initially 
moved to Honolulu for his job. 
But when Mary got sick, life in 

Hawaii — with its many doc-
tors and hospitals — became a 
necessity.

Now the same lack of hos-
pital infrastructure that’s helped 
to fuel the Micronesian diaspora 
is preventing some from going 
home even in death, as border 
closures prompted by the pan-
demic impede the long-held 
tradition of burying bodies in 
ancestral lands.

THE PATH TO 
LAHNGAPAP

If the border to Pohnpei were 
open, Rodrigo Mauricio knows 
exactly what he would do. He 
would fly from Honolulu to 
Pohnpei, where he would put 
his wife’s casket in the bed of 
a pickup truck and drive away 

from the airport down a two-
lane road bordered by the ocean.

He would drive through 
the village of Kolonia, with its 
churches and ball field, headed 
for his wife’s family’s land, 
more than a dozen acres dotted 
with breadfruit and banana 
trees.

That night, his family would 
stay up all night praying and 
mourning in the white-and-
green concrete house where he 
and Mary used to live.

The next day, the family 
would place Mary’s coffin in the 
ground behind the house, next 
to her brother’s grave. They 
would press down the dirt with 
their hands and feet, securing 

Samoans not the only Pacific 
Islanders who can’t return home

NOTICE FOR SEPARATION AGREEMENT
TO Members of the THE FAALAA SIAANA Family and to all whom these present may come!
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that POUONO SAIAANA AND POUONO SIMON SIAANA of TAU, 
MANU’A has offered for recording in this office an instrument in writing which seeks to separate a 
certain structure which is or to be erected, on land MATAVAI allegedly belonging to FAALAA FAMILY 
of the village of TAU, MANU’A .   Said land MATAVAI is situated in or near the village of TAU island of 
MANU’A, American Samoa.   
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any interested person may object to the recording of such instrument 
by filing in the Territorial Registar’s Office in Fagatogo, a written objection to the recording of said instru-
ment.  Any objections thereto must be filed with in 30 days from the date of posting of this notice.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that if no such objections are filed within the said 30 day period, the 
instrument will be recorded and shall be valid and binding on all persons.  The said instrument may be 
examined at any time at the Territorial Registrar’s Office.

                       POSTED:   OCTOBER 28, 2020 thru NOVEMBER 27, 2020
                       SIGNED:    Katerina A. Vaiga, Territorial   Registrar

FA’AALIGA O LE FEAGAIGA MO SE TU’U’ESEINA
  

 
                                           

 I tagata o le aiga sa THE FAALAA SIAANA, ma i latou uma e silasila ma lauiloaina lenei fa’aaliga!
O le fa’aaliga lenei ona o POUONO SAIAANA AND POUONO SIMON SIAANA   o le nu’u o TAU, 
MANU’A ua ia fa’aulufaleina mai i lenei ofisa se feagaiga tusitusi e fa’ailoa ai se mana’oga fia tu’u’eseina o 
se fale ua/po o le a, fa’atuina i luga o le fanua o MATAVAI e fa’asino i le aiga sa FAALAA SAIAANA, o le 
nu’u o TAU, MANU’A.  O lenei fanua e totonu pe latalata ane i le nu’u o TAU, itumalo o TAU, ile motu o 
MANU’A, Amerika Samoa.
O le fa’aaliga fo’i e fa’apea, so o se tasi e iai sona aia i lenei mata’upu e mafai ona fa’atu’i’iese ile fa’amauina 
o lenei feagaiga pe a auina mai i le ofisa ole Resitara o le Teritori of Amerika Samoa i Fagatogo, sana 
fa’atu’ese tusitusia.  O fa’atu’iesega uma lava e ao ona fa’aulufaleina mai i totonu o aso e 30 faitauina mai i 
le aso na faíaalia ai lenei fa’aaliga. Afai ole a leai se fa’atu’i’esega e fa’aulufaleina i totonu o aso 30 e pei ona 
ta’ua i luga, o le a fa’amauina loa lenei feagaiga e taualoaina ma ‘a’afia ai tagata uma.
                                               10/30 & 11/20/2020

POHNPEI FAMILY GRAPPLES WITH TRADITIONS 
ALREADY THREATENED BEFORE THE PANDEMIC

Rodrigo and Mary Mauricio had 12 children and a wealth of grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Here he is seen with (back row left to right) Meriuter Mau-
ricio, Brigid Mauricio Fenderson, Maysleen Mauricio and Meulynn Mauricio Kapiriel. Diondra Kirielmo stands next to Rodrigo. During these COVID-19 restriction 
times, Samoans are not the only Pacific Islanders who can’t return home. (Read story inside for details.)                  [Cory Lum/Civil Beat]

(Continued on page 5)



 Page 4  samoa news, Friday, November 20, 2020

Specifically, the governor 
wants “greater specificity on 
policies to guide the imple-
mentation” of each phase of 
the plan. For example, on the 
Registration Phase, who will be 
responsible for this phase? 

While DoH has prepared the 
online Registry Platform, he 
said the Attorney General needs 
to get involved to vet those 
approved to travel. Addition-
ally, there is a need to establish 
“priority ranking on those given 
first priority to fly on the first 
flight.” According to the repa-
triation plan, those approved to 
travel will be required to first go 
into quarantine for 10-days in 
Hawaii, where DoH will work 
with partners, already identi-
fied, in Honolulu. 

The governor told the task 
force that the Hawaii quarantine 
operation will be the most chal-
lenging stage of the plan and 
he will need to see the detail 
stage of the Hawaii quarantine 
process inclusive of the testing 
which needs to occur during the 
10-day quarantine. 

He said that “detailed poli-
cies must be in place to guide 
and control the implementa-
tion” of each stage of the repa-
triation plan. 

“Inherent cost of the entire 
repatriation plan operation is 
a significant issue we need 
to address — particularly the 
sources of funding,” he said, 
noting that based on the 600 pro-
jected number of stranded resi-
dents, more than one flight will 
be required to bring everyone 
home.  The governor approved 
the task force’s recommended 
140 minimum number of pas-
sengers on each repatriation 
flight. Lolo also gave “provi-
sional approval until all of the 
specifics have been ascertained” 
for the use of Tradewinds Hotel 
along with DoH facilities for 
quarantine sites in the territory. 

“The major challenges 
inherent in this major under-
taking such as facilities, human 
resources and financial capaci-
ties must be fully addressed 
with clear solutions identified,” 
Lolo emphasized to the task 
force.  He recalled that DoH has 
“repeatedly” cited the lack of 
human resources capacity, par-
ticularly in ensuring that each 
phase of the repatriation plan 
is fully monitored while con-
tinuing to perform its regular 
public health duties. 

Additionally, it’s clearly 
evident that DoH will shoulder 
most of the major task for 
the repatriation plan. And the 
obvious question is, said Lolo, 
will DoH have the human 
resources capacity to meet all 
of the repatriation plan activi-
ties with simultaneous continu-
ation of its other public health 
responsibilities? 

“I am pleased that the pri-
mary thrust of the repatriation 
plan is to preempt and minimize 
the risk of any accidental trans-
mission in our attempt to bring 
our people home,” he said. 
“With the imminent availability 
of the COVID-19 vaccine, our 
protocols must be relaxed a 

bit but in the meantime, let us 
move ahead with our efforts to 
repatriate our people.”

The suggested target date for 
the first repatriation flight is Jan. 
19, 2021 — which the governor 
says “might be a bit ambitious.” 

However, he said “for now 
let us go with it with the under-
standing that this date will be 
changed if the specifics of each 
stage of the repatriation plan are 
not fully clarified.”

The governor also said that 
he is grateful to Pula for all of 
his “efforts and assistance in 
helping us find a workable solu-
tion not only in our efforts to 
bring our people home, but also 
ensuring that American Samoa 
receives its fair share of federal 
resources dedicated to com-
bating this life-ending virus.”

The governor recognized 
and thanked Tyrell for her 
efforts and those of the Alliance 
in articulating the “needs of our 
residents stranded” off island. 

Lolo said he appreciates the 
work performed by the task 
force, who should find satisfac-
tion in the fact that American 
Samoa is one of the few places 
in the world, which has not suc-
cumbed to the deadly virus. 

In closing the governor said, 
it’s “disconcerting” to see the 
upward spikes in the number of 
confirmed cases and “sorrowful 
on the comparable rise in the 
number of Americans fallen 
victim to this health nemesis.”

ALLIANCE RESPONSE
“We thank the Governor 

Lolo Matalasi Moliga and the 
COVID-19 Task Force for their 
efforts in keeping our island 
safe,” said Tyrell, president 
of the TTFAAS in response to 
Samoa News’ request for com-
ments on the governor’s letter. 

While the governor’s letter 
has outlined some of the loop-
holes in the repatriation plan, 
“we have noticed that there is a 
specific date, January 19 2021” 
for first repatriation flight, 
which Tyrell said is “something 
that has never been put forth 
and so having this timeline to 
work with is a step forward to 
reuniting families.”

Samoa News also asked 
Tyrell about another aspect of 
the letter that stood out — the 
financial part of the flight. How 
will the flights be funded? Will 
they expect partial payments 
from the stranded residents?” 
Samoa News asked. 

“Let me be upfront and as 
clear as I can be — the Stranded 
Residents of American Samoa 
are out of money,” Tyrell 
declared. 

“Another continuous attempt 
to ask for financial assistance 
from our government and the 
holidays are coming up, the $17 
million surplus going towards 
to Fono Building, the $2.3 mil-
lion going towards the building 
of the new court house — Could 
YOUR stranded people get a 
portion of those funds allocated 
to them?” she questioned. 

“Let this be your last act of 
kindness as Governor of Amer-
ican Samoa before leaving 
office,” she added.
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Pago Pago, AMERICAN SAMOA — The 
island’s first annual FunkFit Games will be held 
this Saturday, November 21, 2020 at the Tafuna 
Veterans Stadium from 8:30a.m to 2:00p.m. 

The highly anticipated event is free to enter 
and will feature a range of local food vendors and 
children’s bounce houses available for those who 
attend.   

Funkfit is a movement created to provide 
locals with high intensity fitness opportuni-
ties inspired through popular fitness regimen, 
Crossfit. 

The games are set to be extremely competitive 
requiring great discipline, strength and training. 
The organization generally competes in the Fatu 
Toa Games in Apia held yearly, but this will be 
the first competition of its kind here in American 
Samoa. 

There are currently 12 local teams of four 

competing, with each team consisting of two 
females and two males. Contestant profiles are 
available to view on the FunkFit Games 2020 
Facebook page. 

The competition will include a range of timed 
workouts such as the heaviest deadlifts, overhead 
weighted lunges and sprints. Each workout will 
be judged vigorously ensuring high standards 
of execution are met to determine who will be 
awarded the title as “The Fittest On The Rock”. 

As part of Bluesky’s sponsorship, Bluesky 
will be providing a free live stream on Moana 
TV Channel 3 and the Bluesky American Samoa 
Facebook page for those unable to attend, who 
wish to support our local athletes during this 
island first event. 

Bluesky has also donated workout mats, adver-
tising materials and prize for the contestants. 

BLUESKY SPONSORS 
ISLAND’S FIRST 
FUNKFIT GAMES

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

A passenger in a vehicle stopped for a traffic 
violation, who was taken in for questioning 
and later released from the Territorial Correc-
tional Facility (TCF) when the 48- hour deten-
tion period expired‚ was arrested by police last 
month and is now charged with violating local 
drug laws.

During his interview, investigators were 
informed that the defendant had an active war-
rant for an assault case from the beginning of this 
year, where he assaulted a man during a birthday 
party at his friend’s house.

THE CASE
On Oct. 20th, 2020 about 4:20 a.m, a vehicle 

with no license plate light was stopped. It had 
four occupants, the driver, and three passengers 
— two males and a female.

One of the passengers sitting in the back seat 
of the vehicle was observed touching his shorts 
nervously. He was later identified as Faasoo 
Mapu. The officer confronted Mapu and asked 
him to step out from the vehicle because he felt 
unsafe seeing him with his hands in his pockets. 
Mapu refused and he was seen trying to reach 
down to his left foot.

That’s when officers quickly opened the back 
door and pulled Mapu out of the vehicle with 
his hands still in his pants pocket. The officer 
told Mapu to take his hands out from his pants 
pockets and asked him if he had anything in his 
pocket that might put them (officers) in harm’s 
way.

Mapu responded “No”. 
The officer then asked Mapu to take out what-

ever was in his pocket and had to repeat it 4 
times, according to the court affidavit. Mapu kept 

refusing, however the 4th time he was asked, he 
agreed to the officer reaching inside his pocket, 
and that’s when a plastic baggie was discovered. 
The officer asked Mapu about the contents of the 
baggie and Mapu responded it was marijuana 
joints and a pipe. 

The glass pipe found in Miapu’s possession 
contained white crystalline substance that later 
tested positive for methamphetamine; and, the 
marijuana joints tested positive for THC. 

All the other individuals inside the vehicle 
were also searched and nothing illegal was 
found. Officers then questioned the passengers 
of the vehicle and the driver.

The driver told officers that he was not under 
the influence of alcohol. He was just driving the 
vehicle that belonged to the defendant, Mapu.

Further investigation of the vehicle at the 
scene by police led to one of the passengers 
— a 20-year-old — being charged with under 
age drinking as open beer cans were discovered 
inside the vehicle. 

One of the officers also spotted a glass pipe 
commonly used to smoke drugs beneath the und-
eraged passenger’s seat. Asked about the glass 
pipe, the 20-year-old said it belonged to Mapu, 
and that Mapu had told him to hide it on the side 
of the door.

The white crystalline substance con-
tained in the glass pipe tested positive for 
methamphetamine.

Officers questioned the other two occupants 
of the vehicle and they confirmed that the illegal 
drugs found inside the vehicle belonged to 
Mapu. They said that it was Mapu who brought 
the drugs inside the vehicle.

Mapu was Mirandized and he agreed to speak 
to police regarding the incident. 

Man looking at an assault charge from 
January, possession of illegal drugs in Oct

(Continued on page 13)
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President-elect Joe Biden 
turned 78 on Friday. In two 
months, he’ll take the reins of 
a politically fractured nation 
facing the worst public health 
crisis in a century, high unem-
ployment and a reckoning on 
racial injustice.

As he wrestles with those 
issues, Biden will be attempting 
to accomplish another feat: 
demonstrate to Americans that 
age is but a number and he’s up 
to the job.

Biden will be sworn in as the 
oldest president in the nation’s 
history, displacing Ronald 
Reagan, who left the White 
House in 1989 when he was 77 
years and 349 days old.

The age and health of both 
Biden and President Donald 
Trump -- less than four years 
Biden’s junior — loomed 
throughout a race that was 
decided by a younger and 
more diverse electorate and at 
a moment when the nation is 
facing no shortage of issues of 
consequence.

Out of the gate, Biden will 
be keen to demonstrate he’s got 
the vigor to serve.

“It’s crucial that he and his 
staff put himself in the posi-
tion early in his presidency 
where he can express what he 
wants with a crispness that’s not 

always been his strength,” said 
Ross Baker, a political scientist 
at Rutgers University who has 
advised legislators from both 
parties. “He has got to build up 
credibility with the American 
people that he’s physically and 
mentally up to the job.”

Throughout the campaign, 
Trump, 74, didn’t miss a chance 
to highlight Biden’s gaffes and 
argue that the Democrat lacked 
the mental acuity to lead the 
nation. Both critics and some 
backers of Biden worried that he 
was sending the wrong message 
about his stamina by keeping a 
relatively light public schedule 
while Trump barnstormed bat-
tleground states. Biden attrib-
uted his light schedule to being 
cautious during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Some of Biden’s rivals in the 
Democratic primary also made 
a case on age -- while skipping 
Trump’s vitriol -- by raising the 
question of whether someone 
of Biden’s and Trump’s gen-
eration was the right person to 
lead a nation dealing with issues 
like climate change and racial 
inequality.

Brian Ott, a Missouri State 
University communications 
professor who studies presi-
dential rhetoric, said Biden 
was hardly impressive as a 
campaigner, but has proven far 

more effective with his public 
remarks since Election Day.

Ott said Biden’s victory 
speech was poignant, and his 
empathy showed in a virtual dis-
cussion that he held earlier this 
week with frontline healthcare 
workers. The president-elect’s 
experience -- a combination 
of age and nearly 50 years in 
politics -- conveys more clearly 
through the prism of governing 
than the chaos of campaigning, 
he said.

“The rhetoric of governing, 
unlike the rhetoric of cam-
paigning, is collaborative rather 
than adversarial,” Ott said.

Biden’s relatively advanced 
age also puts a greater premium 
on the quality of his staff, Baker 
said. His choice of Sen. Kamala 
Harris, nearly 20 years younger 
than him, as his running mate 
effectively acknowledged his 
age issue. Biden has described 
himself as a transitional presi-
dent but hasn’t ruled out run-
ning for a second term.

“He’s well served in making 
it known from Day One that 
she’s ready to go,” Baker said 
of Harris. “She’s got to be in the 
images coming out of the White 
House. They also need to, in 
terms of their messaging, high-
light her inclusion in whatever 
the important issue or debate is 
going on in the White House.”

EMPLOYMENT OPPURTUNITY
Carl’s Junior is a leading restaurant chain in American 
Samoa, our company has openings for TEAM LEADERS. 

If you are a person that can motivate and lead a group of 
dedicated employees interact with our customers to ensure 
quality service and manage our operations, we need you.

Qualifications:
• 3 years or more food management experience
• 3-5 years work history in food preparation.
• Fluent in Samoan and English
• Have clearance to work.
• Have current Health Card
• Dependability a must

Interested persons can forward work history and all 
references supporting their application, to our Operations 
Manager email luvvsamoa@yahoo.com  
No phone calls please.

Birthday time: Biden 
turns 78, will be 

oldest U.S. president

her body in the earth, lining the 
grave with stones.

The following day, as Mary’s 
body settled, the family would 
feast and honor the woman 
taking Mary’s place as the 
leader of the clan. They would 
eat white yams and drink sakau, 
known in Hawaii as awa.

On the morning of the third 
day, some family members 
would accompany Mary’s soul 
to the ocean. There they would 
fi sh. Others would stay home 
and compose songs, chants 
and rhythms to honor Mary’s 
life. When those who had gone 
to the ocean to fi sh returned, 
the pounding of the sakau root 
would welcome them in with 
their catch.

That night the family would 
dance, sing, eat and drink 
together, and at midnight they 
would hear a knock at the front 
door of the house — the sound 
of Mary’s soul departing the 
earth forever. The family would 
grieve again, knowing that she 
was truly gone.

On the fourth day, the family 
would have a fi nal meal and 
sakau ceremony. Everyone 
would rub coconut oil on their 
bodies. Then someone would 
dispose of the grated coconut 
in the ocean or a river and most 
family members would leave. 
Rodrigo would stay and con-
tinue to grieve until the 10th 
day.

If Mary had died of the coro-
navirus, Rodrigo would have 
had to cremate her to send her 
home. Unlike other states in the 
FSM, Pohnpei isn’t accepting 
the bodies of people who con-
tracted COVID-19.

In this way, Rodrigo is lucky. 
And if he wanted to, under cur-
rent FSM rules, he could send 
Mary’s coffi n through Guam, 
on the cargo fl ights that are 

still delivering medicine, mail 
and other essential supplies 
throughout the region.

His two children could 
receive her. But he worries that 
his children, who grew up in 
Honolulu, wouldn’t be able to 
perform the ceremonies prop-
erly without him.

“She deserves the honor to 
be properly buried,” he said.

There’s a Pohnpeian saying, 
Rodrigo says, that roughly 
translates to, Men are like 
empty seashells. It means they 
can be found anywhere, buried 
anywhere.

Women are different.
“She is part of the moth-

erland. She is the mother,” he 
said. “She is the motherland.”

It’s unclear what Rodrigo’s 
persistence will ultimately cost 
him. He has already spent thou-
sands of dollars to preserve 
and store Mary’s body. United 
raised its fl ight prices further in 
July.

Rodrigo’s greatest fear is 
that he might catch COVID-19 
and die before he has the chance 
to bury her.

“I think to myself, I really 
need to be alive and bury my 
wife, so I am very cautious,” he 
says, speaking through a face 
shield.

He remembers how much 
Mary loved their children, how 
she wanted to stay in Hawaii 
to be closer to them despite 
missing Pohnpei, how she over-
came her shyness to speak Eng-
lish and take a job working in 
the laundromat in Market City. 
She and Rodrigo were married 
for more than 50 years.

Before she died, he prom-
ised he would take her back. It’s 
a promise he will do everything 
he can to keep.

➧ Samoans not the only…
Continued from page 3

FAIRNESS
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599

FILE - In this Nov. 10, 2020, fi le photo President-elect Joe Biden smiles as he speaks at The 
Queen theater in Wilmington, Del. President-elect Biden turns 78 on Friday, Nov. 20. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)



 Page 6  samoa news, Friday, November 20, 2020

NEW YORK (AP) — With 
the coronavirus surging out of 
control, the nation’s top public 
health agency pleaded with 
Americans on Thursday not to 
travel for Thanksgiving and not 
to spend the holiday with people 
from outside their household.

The Thanksgiving warning 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention came 
as the White House corona-
virus task force held a briefing 
for the first time in months and 
Vice President Mike Pence con-
cluded it without responding to 
questions by reporters or urging 
Americans not to travel.

Other members of the task 
force — whose media briefings 
were a daily fixture during the 
early days of the outbreak — 
talked about the progress being 
made in the development of a 
vaccine.

Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar said phar-
maceutical companies Pfizer 
and BioNTech will seek emer-
gency government approval 
for their coronavirus vaccine 
on Friday. And infection dis-
ease expert Dr. Anthony Fauci 
sought to reassure the public 
that the vaccine is safe while 
still encouraging Americans to 
wear masks.

The CDC’s Thanksgiving 
warning was some of the firmest 
guidance yet from the govern-
ment on curtailing traditional 
gatherings to fight the outbreak.

The CDC issued the rec-
ommendations just one week 
before Thanksgiving, at a time 
when diagnosed infections, 
hospitalizations and deaths are 
skyrocketing across the country. 
In many areas, the health care 
system is being squeezed by a 
combination of sick patients 
filling up beds and medical 
workers falling ill themselves.

The CDC’s Dr. Erin Sauber-
Schatz cited more than 1 mil-
lion new cases in the U.S. over 
the past week as the reason for 
the new guidance.

“The safest way to celebrate 
Thanksgiving this year is at 
home with the people in your 
household,” she said.

If families do decide to 
include returning college stu-
dents, military members or 
others for turkey and stuffing, 
the CDC is recommending 
that the hosts take added pre-
cautions: Gatherings should 
be outdoors if possible, with 
people keeping 6 feet apart and 
wearing masks and just one 
person serving the food.

Whether Americans heed the 

warning is another matter. The 
deadly comeback by the virus 
has been blamed in part on pan-
demic fatigue, or people getting 
tired of masks and other precau-
tions. And surges were seen last 
summer after Memorial Day and 
July Fourth, despite blunt warn-
ings from health authorities.

The United States has had 
more than 11 million diagnosed 
infections and over 250,000 
deaths from the coronavirus. 
CDC scientists believe that 
somewhere around 40% of 
people who are infected do not 
have obvious symptoms but can 
still spread the virus.

CALIFORNIA CURFEW
Democratic Gov. Gavin 

Newsom on Thursday 
announced the imposition of 
an overnight curfew on most 
residents as the most populous 
state tries to head off a virus 
case surge that officials fears 
could tax the state’s health care 
system.

What officials called a lim-
ited stay-at-home order requires 
nonessential residents to stay 
home from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
starting Saturday. It lasts until 
Dec. 21 but could be extended. 
It covers 94% of the state’s 
nearly 40 million residents.

CDC pleads with Americans 
to avoid Thanksgiving travel

ANNOUNCEMENT
Oute muai faatulou I suli ma feoi o le talalelei 
o lo’o nōnō manū aua le manuia mo le ola 
faavavau o le Atunuu. O le lelei na ole Atua o 
le’a taoto atu ma faalepa I ana auauna totofi. 
Taoto ia faamaene o tai loloto mamalu ma 
faigā o le Atunuu, e amata mai ile Matasaua 
seia o’o atu I le Alataua. Nuunuu atu I to’oto’o, 
faapea Tama matua, ma tulatoa o le Atunuu. 
Ae ua faafualalaga se leo ona o le talanoaina 
o le Suafa Toeaina I Ofu Manu’a, o le Aso 28 
o Novema 2020 o le’a tatou soalaupule ai ma 
saili se tofā I aiga aua se tasi e tausia lo tatou 
aiga. Valaau atu ai ma le agaga faaaloalo I suli 
ma faleao o le Suafa Toeaina, ia tatou auai I 
Faleala Ofu Manu’a mo lenei faamoemoe. O 
lou le auai o le’a le taofia ai le finagalo e autasi 
aile aiga. Alofa mai pea le Atua ia tatou feiloai 
I lea Aso I le manuia o le Atua faafetai

Sainia: TALOFA TOEAINA LE’I

to prosecute the victim for 
attempted stealing.

The defendant was later 
transported to the TCF where 

he was booked and detained 
to await the next sitting of the 
court. 

➧ Court Briefs…
Continued from page 2

This photo taken earlier this week following another round of heavy rain shows stagnant water near Hope House and in front of the cemetery in Ottoville. 
And the large pool of water got higher and wider early yesterday morning following yet more heavy rain. This large pool of water has been this way for months, 

preventing cars from driving through. 
Two days ago Rep. Larry Sanitoa, on behalf of Hope House, Montessori School and many residents who live in the Ottoville area, wrote to ASPA acting executive 

director Wallon Young requesting any assistance ASPA can provide to drain the stagnant water by Hope House. 
“It has been months now since Department of Public Works came out and tried to drain the water to the adjacent area,” he explained. “As you know, their 

vacuum truck has been down since May and unfortunately there has been no update to my many inquiries on the status of this important equipment.”
“With the flu season upon us and given the number of residents at Hope House with medical conditions, the stagnant water has become a very serious 

health issue for the residents and children at the Montessori school,” he said. 
The Tualauta faipule understands that ASPA has several ongoing projects at the moment but he petitioned Young for “any assistance with your vacuum truck/

Honey wagon or recommendation would be greatly appreciated.”             [courtesy photo]



FILE - In this Thursday Oct. 15, 2020 fi le photo, A bottle containing the drug Remdesivir is 
held by a health worker at the Institute of Infectology of Kenezy Gyula Teaching Hospital of the 
University of Debrecen in Debrecen, Hungary. Health offi  cials around the world are clashing 
over the use of certain drugs for COVID-19, leading to diff erent treatment options for patients 
depending on where they live. The World Health Organization guidelines panel advised against 
using the antiviral remdesivir for hospitalized patients, saying there’s no evidence it improves 
survival or avoids the need for breathing machines.                 (Zsolt Czegledi/MTI via AP, File)
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Health offi cials around the 
world are clashing over the use 
of certain drugs for COVID-19, 
leading to different treatment 
options for patients depending 
on where they live.

On Friday, a World Health 
Organization guidelines panel 
advised against using the anti-
viral remdesivir for hospital-
ized patients, saying there’s no 
evidence it improves survival 
or avoids the need for breathing 
machines.

But in the U.S. and many 
other countries, the drug has 
been the standard of care since 
a major, government-led study 
found other benefi ts — it short-
ened recovery time for hospi-
talized patients by fi ve days on 
average, from 15 days to 10.

Within the U.S., a federal 
guidelines panel and some 
leading medical groups have not 
endorsed two other therapies 
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion authorized for emergency 
use -- Eli Lilly’s experimental 
antibody drug and convalescent 
plasma, the blood of COVID-19 
survivors. The groups say there 
isn’t enough evidence to recom-
mend for or against them.

Doctors also remain uncer-
tain about when and when not 
to use the only drugs known to 
improve survival for the sickest 
COVID-19 patients: dexameth-
asone or similar steroids.

And things got murkier with 
Thursday’s news that the anti-
infl ammatory drug tocilizumab 
may help. Like the key WHO 
study on remdesivir, the pre-
liminary results on tocilizumab 
have not yet been published 
or fully reviewed by indepen-
dent scientists, leaving doctors 
unclear about what to do.

“It’s a genuine quandary,” 
said the University of Pitts-
burgh’s Dr. Derek Angus, who 
is involved in a study testing 
many of these treatments. “We 
need to see the details.”

Dr. Rochelle Walensky, 
infectious disease chief at Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital, 
agreed.

“It’s really hard to practice 
medicine by press release,” 
she said on a podcast Thursday 
with a medical journal editor. 
Until the National Institutes of 
Health’s guidelines endorse a 
treatment, “I’m really reluctant 
... to call that standard of care.”

Angus said there are legiti-
mate questions about all of the 
drug studies.

“It’s not unusual for profes-
sional guidelines to disagree 
with each other, it’s just that it’s 

all under the microscope with 
COVID-19,” he said.

The rift over remdesivir, sold 
as Veklury, by Gilead Sciences 
Inc., is the most serious. The 
WHO guidelines stress that the 
drug does not save lives, based 
heavily on a WHO-sponsored 
study that was larger but much 
less rigorous than the U.S.-
led one that found it had other 
benefi ts.

The drug is given through 
an IV for around fi ve days, and 
its high cost and lack of “mean-
ingful effect” on mortality make 
it a poor choice, the WHO panel 
concluded.

Gilead charges $3,120 for 
a typical treatment course for 
patients with private insur-
ance and $2,340 for people 
covered by government health 
programs in the U.S. and other 
developed countries. In poor or 
middle-income countries, much 
cheaper versions are sold by 
generic makers.

This week, the Institute for 
Clinical and Economic Review, 
a nonprofi t group that analyzes 
drug prices, said remdesivir 
should be priced around $2,470 
for hospitalized patients with 
moderate to severe disease 
because of the cost savings from 
fewer days of care. However, 
it’s worth only $70 for patients 
hospitalized with milder dis-
ease, the group concluded.

Price also may be driving 
lower demand. In October, U.S. 
health offi cials said that hospi-
tals had bought only about one-
third of the doses of remdesivir 
that they were offered over the 
previous few months, when 
the drug was in short supply. 
Between July and September, 
500,000 treatment courses were 
made available to state and local 
health departments but only 
about 161,000 were bought.

In a separate development, 
the FDA on Thursday gave 
emergency authorization to use 
of another anti-infl ammatory 
drug, baricitinib, to be used with 
remdesivir. Adding baricitinib 
shaved an additional day off 
the average time to recovery for 
severely ill hospitalized patients 
in one study.

Lilly sells baricitinib now as 
Olumiant to treat rheumatoid 
arthritis, the less common form 
of arthritis that occurs when 
a mistaken or overreacting 
immune system attacks joints, 
causing infl ammation. An over-
active immune system also can 
lead to serious problems in 
coronavirus patients.

Health experts clash 
over use of certain 
drugs for COVID-19

Advanced

699-3000 www.astca.netastca684

— Stay connected from home with your #HomeTeam —

Please pay any past due amounts
before 11/24 to avoid disconnection

of your ASTCA services.

ACCURACY
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our accuracy,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599

If you want to comment about our accuracy, 



Apia, SAMOA — The 
Samoa Govt is planning to send 
to New Zealand this weekend 
on a cargo fl ight arriving 
Friday and returning the same 
day — swab samples from the 
Samoa sailor, the fi rst suspected 
COVID19 positive case in the 
country.

 While awaiting the results 
from New Zealand, the sailor 
placed under strict isolation 
at the National Hospital since 
late Wednesday evening will be 
tested again this Saturday.

The two tests should con-
fi rm without a doubt whether 
the seafarer who returned last 
Friday from Italy where he 
had worked is the fi rst offi -
cial COVID19 case recorded 
in Samoa, Director General of 
Health Leausa Dr. Take Naseri 
told a press conference late this 
evening.

He reassured the media that 
all the precautionary and pre-
ventative protocols prescribed 
by the Government’s COVID 
preparedness and response plan 
were executed to the letter. 

For instance, prior to 
departing Europe for Samoa 
via Auckland, documentation 
provided confi rmed that he was 
tested negative along with a 
medical report also confi rmed 
that he had no COVID symp-

toms before leaving Europe.
And when the fl ight arrived 

from Auckland Friday after-
noon, all of the 274 Samoans 
including the sailor were tested 
at the Airport without incident.  
The tests is a new precautionary 
procedure executed because 
some of returning Samoans 
were living in countries ranked 
as COVID19 high risks.  (For 
example, the Samoan seafarers 
returning home from Europe.)

However, fi ve days while 
still in quarantine as mandated 
by the 14 day period before 
going home, the seafarer was 
diagnosed and tested positive 
Wednesday night but a follow 
up test to reconfi rm his positive 
results less than 8 hours later 
Thursday morning came back 
negative.

“We have also made contacts 
with Italian offi cials for a back-
ground and profi le check which 
includes his medical history 
while working in Italy,” added 
Leausa.

Leausa says that they have 
reviewed the local swap test 
procedures in case they may 
have missed or overlooked any 
critical detail and added that 
that the swap tests followed pro-
cedure minimizing any poten-
tial errors.

He added that health front-

line workers monitoring the 
sailor and his roommate from 
their Quarantine Accommoda-
tions are also quarantine in the 
Hospital compound at a sepa-
rate building to ensure their 
safety and remove any contacts 
with family and the public while 
awaiting the rest results.

At the Press Conference, 
NEOC’s Interim Chairman 
and Chief Executive Ministry 
of Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Agafi li Tomaimano Shem Leo 

says that it is paramount for 
Government to take all the 
necessary actions to maintain 
Samoa’s safety from the virus.  

“The tests refl ects and reaf-
fi rms the Cabinets degree to do 
everything possible to protect 
the country,” says Agafi li who 
is also Secretary to Cabinet. 

To this effect, Cabinet has 
extended the SOE to 22nd 
of December and awaits the 
test results before making any 
amendments to the current SOE 

law.
“Schools will continue as 

usual but with the same token, 
we are urging parents, guard-
ians and teachers to follow strict 
precautionary measures to pro-
tect our children at all costs,” 
advised Agafi li reiterating an 
appeal by the Prime Minister for 
the country to remain calm and 
not to lose faith in the power of 
prayers.

(Source: Govt. Press 
Secretariat)

(L-R) Director General of Health, Leausa Dr. Take Naseri (left) with NEOC Interim Chairman 
and Chief Executive of the Ministry of Prime Minister and Cabinet, Agafi li Tomaimano Shem Leo 
meeting with the Press.                     [photo: Govt. Press Secretariat]
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Suspected positive 
COVID19 swab samples 
from Samoa, heading to NZ
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SUNRISE: 12/19/1963 - SUNSET: 11/09/2020

BettyBettyBettyBettyBetty
So’oletala   Satele Vaeao

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose 
under heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; … a time to 

weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, 4).

It is with great faith in a rejoiceful reunion beyond the veil, with our loved ones that have 
gone before us, that we humbly announce the peaceful passing of our beloved Queen B - Betty 
So”oletala Satele Vaeao on November 9th at the UW Medical Center -”Northwest” in Seattle, Wa.

Our family will hold a virtual “Celebration of Life” family service for our beautiful “Betty” 
on Saturday November 21st at the Pavaiai LDS Chapel Hall as follows:

10am - Family Viewing - 11am - Family Service

“I am the resurrection, and the life,” spoke the Master. “He that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die” 

(John 11:25–26)

       We Love and Miss Our Betty…but…the Lord Loved Her More!

C M
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C M

Y K

C M

Y K
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ABS, Yemen (AP) — The twin baby 
boys lay on a bed of woven palm leaves 
in a remote camp for displaced people 
in Yemen’s north, their collar bones and 
ribs visible. They cried loudly, twisting 
as if in pain, not from disease but from 
the hunger gnawing away at them.

Here, U.N. offi cials’ increasingly dire 
warnings that a hunger crisis is growing 
around the world are becoming reality.

U.N. agencies have warned that some 
250 million people in 20 countries are 
threatened with sharply spiking malnu-
trition or even famine in coming months.

The United Nations humanitarian 
offi ce this week released $100 million 
in emergency funding to seven coun-
tries most at risk of famine — Yemen, 
Afghanistan, South Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Nigeria, Congo, and Burkina Faso.

But David Beasley, head of the World 
Food Program, says billions in new aid 
are needed. Without it, “we are going 
to have famines of biblical proportions 

in 2021,” he said in an Associated Press 
interview last week.

In multiple countries, the coronavirus 
pandemic has added a new burden on top 
of the impact of ongoing wars, pushing 
more people into poverty, unable to 
afford food. At the same time, interna-
tional aid funding has fallen short, weak-
ening a safety net that keeps people alive.

In Afghanistan’s capital Kabul, 
Zemaray Hakimi said he can only give 
his children one meal a day, usually 
hard, black bread dunked in tea. He lost 
his work as a taxi driver after contracting 
COVID-19 and now waits daily on the 
street for day laborer work that rarely 
comes.

When his children complain of 
hunger, he said, “I tell them to bear it. 
One day maybe we can get something 
better.”

South Sudan may be closer than any 
other country to famine, as crisis after 
crisis wears on a population depleted 

by fi ve years of civil war. The U.N. pro-
jected earlier this year that a quarter of 
the population of Jonglei State, home to 
more than 1.2 million, would reach the 
brink of famine.

Now cut off from much of the world 
by fl ooding that has affected some 1 
million people, many South Sudanese 
have seen farming and other food rou-
tines ripped apart. The challenges are 
so numerous that “plastic sheets are 
not available, as they had largely been 
used for the previous fl ood response,” 
the U.N. humanitarian agency said this 
week.

COVID-19 has restricted trade and 
travel. Food prices rose. Post-war unrest 
remains deadly; gunmen recently fi red 
on WFP boats carrying supplies.

“The convergence of confl ict, mac-
roeconomic crisis, recurrent fl ooding as 
well as the indirect impacts of COVID 
create a ‘perfect storm,’” the country 
director for the CARE aid group, 

Rosalind Crowther, said in an email. 
“Flooding and violence have led to mas-
sive displacement, low crop production 
and loss of livelihoods and livestock.”

In the Arabian peninsula, Yemen is on 
a “countdown to catastrophe,” Beasley, 
of the WFP, warned the Security Council 
last week.

“Famine is truly a real and dangerous 
possibility and the warning lights are ... 
fl ashing red — as red can be,” he said.

For years, Yemen has been the center 
of the world’s worst food crisis, driven 
by the destructive civil war between 
Iranian-backed Houthi rebels who took 
over the north and the capital, Sanaa, in 
2014 and a Saudi-led coalition backing 
the government in the south.

International aid pulled it from the 
edge of famine two years ago. But the 
threat has surged back this year, fueled 
by increasing violence and a currency 
collapse that put food out of reach for 
growing numbers of people.

In multiple countries, alarm over hunger crisis rings louder
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Direct Independent Service Between North America, South Pacific Islands, Hawaii and New Zealand

350 Sansome Street
Suite# 500
San Francisco, CA 94104
Tel: (415) 495-6300
Fax: (415) 495-2413

444 W Ocean Blvd # 1200
Long Beach, CA 90802
Tel: (652) 366-7500
Fax: (562) 388-1840

Note:  All Schedule dates are estimated

“Our Service Sells Itself ”

For Local Enquiries, Contact
SAMOA PACIFIC SHIPPING, INC.
P.O. Box 1417, Pago Pago, AS 96799

Telephone:  (684) 633-4665 •  Fax (684) 633-4667

PORT Polynesia Petkum Polynesia Petkum Polynesia Petkum
 V.523S V.959S V.524S V.960S V.525S V.961S
Long Beach SAILED 19-Nov-20 10-Dec-20 23-Dec-20 11-Jan-21 26-Jan-21
Oakland SAILED 21-Nov-20 12-Dec-20 25-Dec-20 13-Jan-21 28-Jan-21
Papeete 21-Nov-20 3-Dec-20 23-Dec-20 6-Jan-21 25-Jan-21 9-Feb-21
Apia 26-Nov-20 8-Dec-20 28-Dec-20 11-Jan-21 30-Jan-21 14-Feb-21
PAGO PAGO 26-Nov-20 8-Dec-20 28-Dec-20 11-Jan-20 30-Jan-21 14-Feb-21
-20

The Taupou for Paramount Chief Mauga Tasi Asuega, le afi oga Tulimalefo’i when she was anointed and blessed by Pago Pago High Chief Fanene Edda Wybersky 
(left) and Leloaloa Chief Faumuina Taufete’e during a special ceremony held at the Mauga guesthouse in Pago Pago this past Wednesday.           [photo by AF]
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A few miles south of the 
namesake tower where Donald 
Trump began his run for presi-
dent, New York prosecutors are 
grinding away at an investiga-
tion into his business dealings 
that could shadow him long 
after he leaves offi ce in January.

The probe led by Manhattan 
District Attorney Cyrus Vance 
Jr. is one of several legal entan-
glements likely to intensify 
when Trump loses power — and 
immunity from prosecution — 
upon leaving the White House. 
Trump faces two New York 
state inquiries into whether he 
misled tax authorities, banks or 
business partners. Two women 
alleging he sexually assaulted 
them are suing him. Some Dem-
ocrats are calling for the revival 
of a federal campaign fi nance 
investigation that appeared to 
end under U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr.

It isn’t known whether any 
investigation has gathered suffi -
cient evidence to charge Trump 
with any crimes.

Prosecuting a former presi-
dent would also be an unprec-
edented step in a country that 
has sought, since its founding, 
to sweep aside a departing com-
mander-in-chief’s alleged trans-
gressions in favor of a peaceful 
transition of power.

“With the country so sharply 
polarized in 2020, would a 
legal battle ultimately be seen 
as political retaliation? That 
is a diffi cult calculation,” said 
Meena Bose, executive director 
of the Peter S. Kalikow Center 
for the Study of the Amer-
ican Presidency at Hofstra 
University.

Trump has said that he has the 
“absolute right” to pardon him-
self for any federal offenses, but 
the concept remains untested 
because no president has ever 
attempted to do so. A 1974 Jus-
tice Department opinion said 
presidents could not pardon 
themselves because that would 
violate the “fundamental rule 
that no one may be a judge in 
his own case.”

Trump has used his pardon 
power to help out friends and 
high-profi le defendants in the 
past, commuting the sentence 
of longtime friend Roger Stone 
in July and former Illinois Gov. 
Rod Blagojevich in February, 
and has suggested he could do 
more of the same before his 
term ends.

Vance’s investigation is par-
ticularly troublesome for Trump 
because it involves possible 
state-level charges that could 
not be wiped away with a presi-
dential pardon.

Vance, a Democrat, hasn’t 
disclosed the details of his 
probe, citing grand jury secrecy 
rules, but his offi ce has said in 
court fi lings that it is related to 
public reports of “extensive and 
protracted criminal conduct at 
the Trump Organization.”

Trump’s former personal 
lawyer and fi xer, Michael 
Cohen, told Congress that 
Trump often infl ated the value 
of his assets when dealing 
with lenders or potential busi-
ness partners, but defl ated them 
when it benefi ted him for tax 
purposes.While Trump has been 
in offi ce, the investigation’s 
progress has been hampered by 
court fi ghts over whether pros-
ecutors could get access to his 
tax returns, or whether a presi-
dent has any immunity from a 
state investigation. One appeal 
related to the records battle is 
now before the U.S. Supreme 
Court.Vance’s offi ce declined to 
comment. It isn’t clear whether 
the long-running probe is close 
to conclusion, or months or 
years away from any resolution.

A message seeking com-
ment was left with a lawyer for 
Trump. In the past, Trump has 
called Vance’s investigation “a 
continuation of the witch hunt 
— the greatest witch hunt in 
history.”

New York Attorney General 
Letitia James is also investi-
gating whether Trump’s com-
pany lied about the value of its 
assets to get loans or tax ben-
efi ts, though her probe is civil 
— not criminal — in nature. 
Trump’s son, Eric Trump, spoke 
by video with investigators last 
month after losing a court fi ght 
to postpone the deposition until 
after the election.

There were new revelations 
Thursday that both James and 
Vance had also subpoenaed 
documents related to tax deduc-
tions taken by Trump’s com-
pany related to business con-
sulting fees paid to his daughter, 
Ivanka Trump.

Part of Vance’s criminal 
investigation pertains to pay-
ments made during Trump’s 
2016 campaign to porn actress 
Stormy Daniels and model 
Karen McDougal to prevent 
them from publicly alleging 
they had extramarital affairs 
with him.

Cohen pleaded guilty to 
orchestrating the payments, 
which Manhattan federal 
prosecutors said amounted to 
illegal gifts to Trump’s cam-
paign. They identifi ed Trump in 
court fi lings as having directed 
Cohen’s efforts, but he was not 
charged. Trump has denied the 
affairs and said any payments 
were a personal matter, not a 
campaign expense.

The Justice Department has 
a longtime policy stating that it 
is unconstitutional to prosecute 
a sitting president in federal 
court.

There is also the potential 
that a Democrat-led Justice 
Department could pursue mat-
ters left uncharged in Robert 
Mueller’s investigation into 
Russian election interference, 
such as allegations Trump 
obstructed justice.

Criminal probe, legal 
fi ghts await Trump 
after White House

In this April 16, 2018 fi le photo, adult fi lm actress Stormy Daniels speaks outside federal court 
in New York. Part of a criminal investigation by the New York District Attorney’s Offi  ce pertains to 
payments made during President Trump’s 2016 campaign to Daniels and model Karen McDougal 
to prevent them from publicly alleging they had extramarital aff airs with him. . 

(AP Photo/Mary Altaff er, File)

Special thanks 
to Peter E Reid 
Stevedoring!

• Tool Shop
• Transpac

ANNUAL
Christmas Tree Sale

Rotary Club of Pago Pago
Christmas Tree SaleChristmas Tree SaleChristmas Tree SaleChristmas Tree SaleChristmas Tree SaleChristmas Tree Sale

Rotary Club of Pago Pago
Faafetai Tele Lava To

100% of Proceeds Go To Community Service Projects

• Tool Shop
• Transpac

ADVANCE PURCHASE
LOCATIONS:

6 to 7’ Trees
$65-Prepaid 

around 
Thanksgiving

$75-After Arrival

Trees are expected to 
arrive the week after 

Thanksgiving!

WREATHS
$29-Prepaid
$35-On Site
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NEW DELHI (AP) — Inten-
sive care wards in New Delhi’s 
hospitals are nearly at capacity, 
and the city’s main crematorium 
is packed, as the coronavirus 
has surged in the Indian capital 
and the country hit a grim mile-
stone Friday, recording 9 mil-
lion infections.

While the pace of recorded 
new cases overall in the country 
of 1.3 billion appears to be 
slowing, experts have cautioned 
that official figures may be 
offering false hope since many 
infections may be going unde-
tected. In New Delhi, mean-
while, the disease is on the rise, 
and health officials found this 
week that the prevalence of 
infections in markets was much 
higher than expected, and the 
city has added an average of 
6,700 new cases each day in 
recent weeks.

Despite that, markets are 
still full there and in other 
major cities, as fatigue with 
wearing masks and maintaining 
a safe distance from others set 

in during the recent festival 
season, including celebrations 
for the Diwali holiday. Experts 
worry that get-togethers for the 
festival of light will yield yet 
another surge in cases in the 
coming weeks.

“The next four weeks are cru-
cial. The road is very bumpy,” 
said Dr. S.K. Sarin, director of 
New Delhi’s Institute of Liver 
and Biliary Sciences.

The capital’s health system is 
under tremendous strain: Gov-
ernment figures showed 90% 
of the critical care beds with 
ventilators designated for virus 
patients and 86% of critical care 
beds without ventilators were 
full as of Thursday.

At Aakash Healthcare, a pri-
vate hospital in New Delhi, all 
the critical care beds there were 
full, and many patients were 
waiting outside the hospital, 
said Dr. Akshay Budhraja, a 
pulmonologist. In a particularly 
worrying sign, young people 
were increasingly coming in 
with severe infections, he said.

Budhraja expressed frus-
tration with the lack of under-
standing about the severity of 
the disease and the measures 
needed to slow its spread — not 
just in markets, but even within 
the hospital.

Family members of patients 
who are likely infected with 
COVID-19 but asymptomatic 
were roaming around the hos-
pital. “They don’t understand,” 
he said. State Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal said the health 
system would manage to keep 
up with the demand. He said 
New Delhi is hoping to add 
1,400 more critical care beds 
and that all private hospitals 
have been asked to reserve 80% 
of their critical care beds, and 
over 60% of their other beds 
for virus patients. “Our doc-
tors, medical superintendents, 
medical directors and the entire 
medical fraternity made such 
tremendous arrangements to 
manage COVID-19 that Delhi is 
not witnessing a crisis,” he said. 
But at the city’s main cremato-
rium, nearly all the pyres burn 
simultaneously. Families would 
usually come in huge groups to 
chant prayers and carry the body 
to the pyre. Now, each funeral is 
small, and loved ones in hazmat 
suits hurry through the process.

The government is consid-
ering increasing restrictions in 
markets. But, so far, officials 
have held off because they are 
wary of inflicting any more 
damage to the economy. In 
the meantime, the fine for not 
wearing a mask was increased 
fourfold to 2,000 rupees ($27) 
— a massive sum for the mil-
lions of Indians who live on less 
than $2 per day.

In Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s home state of 
Gujarat, authorities announced 
a weekend curfew beginning 
Friday in the city of Ahmed-
abad to curb infections.

India is No. 3 in the world 
for reported deaths, behind 
the United States and Brazil, 
and No. 2 in terms of recorded 
infections.

India virus cases pass 9M; 
capital’s hospitals under strain

A health worker takes a sample to test for COVID-19 test at a market place in New Delhi, India, 
Thursday, Nov. 19, 2020. India’s confirmed coronavirus caseload is expected to surpass 9 million 
on Friday as authorities in New Delhi battle to slow down the surge of infections in the city by 
increasing testing. The country’s overall tally of confirmed cases is currently the second largest 
in the world behind the United States.           (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)

Apprenticeship Program - Round 3
Earn while you learn!

Round Trip Travel, Tuition, Room & Board, etc.

American Samoa Power Authority
Po Box PPB, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Telephone:  (684) 699-3033
Email:  humanresource@aspower.com & Website:  www.aspower.com

Guaranteed job upon successful program completion!

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

Applicants must complete an ASPA Employment Application Form and provide two written references.  The form is available at 
ASPA Human Resource Office in Tafuna or via ASPA’s website at www.aspower.com
All application information, including school records and references, will be subject to verification as part of the screening process.
Deadline for submitting application is 4pm on November 30th, 2020.  
For those who applied in the last round, please contact HR. Do not re-apply.

• Electrical Engineering Diploma

The American Samoa Power Authority announces an excellent opportunity for young technically minded individuals who want a 
challenging, profitable career in American Samoa.
ASPA is looking for its next generation of technicians and engineers.  Over the next few years, ASPA will be developing young 
technicians and engineers for key positions within the organization.  It needs skilled specialists in a number of fields.
ASPA will provide employment and professional training for successful applicants.  Apprentices will receive training both on the 
job and in formal apprenticeship classes.  Qualified apprentices will receive an all-expense paid education at Manukau Institute of 
Technology or Unitec Institute of Technology in New Zealand or equivalent.  Applicants must be willing to commit to spending 2 – 
3 years off-island in pursuit of a diploma or degree.  The focus for this apprentice programs will be on:

Selected apprentices will be employed by ASPA in preparation for the academic session starting in February 2021.
Applicants must have the following qualifications:

Educational Requirements: High School graduate (minimum); Associate degree or better preferred.  
Must have a 3.5 or B or better grade average in the following courses: 

 (1)   Physics, Chemistry, General Science
 (2)   Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus  
 (3)   English (TOEFL score of 600 or better)
Skills and Aptitudes: Intermediate level computer skills.  Ability to work independently, disciplined, self-

starter, technically minded (confirmed by required references).Other desirable skills 
include hand-eye coordination, motor skills, attention to detail, and work well in a 
team environment.

Citizenship: US National or Citizen.
Testing: All applicants will be required to complete ASPA’s internal testing for math 

ability.Exam is tentively scheduled for December 4th, 2020, at 9:00 a.m.                             
Study and guide will be provided for eligible applicants.

Salary will be based on the technical area and job duties assigned.
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Call for appointment
Walk ins are also welcome!

Closed Sunday and Monday
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10:00am  - 4:30pm

633-0774

in the Pago Plaza - across from ASPA office.

MANICURES 
& PEDICURES 

NOW AVAILABLE!

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump and 
his allies are taking increas-
ingly frantic steps to subvert 
the results of the 2020 election, 
including summoning state leg-
islators to the White House as 
part of a longshot bid to over-
turn Joe Biden’s victory.

Among other last-ditch tac-
tics: personally calling local 
election offi cials who are trying 
to rescind their certifi cation 
votes in Michigan, suggesting 
in a legal challenge that Penn-
sylvania set aside the popular 
vote there and pressuring 
county offi cials in Arizona to 
delay certifying vote tallies.

Election law experts see it 
as the last, dying gasps of the 
Trump campaign and say Biden 
is certain to walk into the Oval 
Offi ce come January. But there 
is great concern that Trump’s 
effort is doing real damage to 
public faith in the integrity of 
U.S. elections.

Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, 
one of Trump’s most vocal 
GOP critics, accused Trump of 
resorting to “overt pressure on 
state and local offi cials to sub-
vert the will of the people and 
overturn the election.” Romney 
added, “It is diffi cult to imagine 
a worse, more undemocratic 
action by a sitting American 
President.”

Trump’s own election secu-
rity agency has declared the 
2020 presidential election to 
have been the most secure in 
history. Days after that state-
ment was issued, Trump fi red 
the agency’s leader.

The increasingly desperate 
and erratic moves have no rea-
sonable chance of changing the 
outcome of the 2020 election, in 
which Biden has now received 
more votes than any other presi-
dential candidate in history and 
has clinched the 270 Electoral 
College votes needed to win.

But the Republican presi-
dent’s constant barrage of 
baseless claims, his work to 
personally sway local offi -
cials who certify votes and his 

allies’ refusal to admit he lost is 
likely to have a lasting negative 
impact on the country. Legions 
of his supporters don’t believe 
he lost.

“It’s about trying to set up 
the conditions where half of the 
country believes that there are 
only two possibilities, either 
they win or the election was 
stolen,” said Justin Levitt, a con-
stitutional law scholar and pro-
fessor at Loyola Law School. 
“And that’s not a democracy.”

The two GOP canvassers in 
Michigan’s Wayne County said 
in a statement late Wednesday 
they lacked confi dence that the 
election was fair and impartial. 
“There has been a distinct lack 
of transparency throughout the 
process,” they said. But there 
has been no evidence of impro-
priety or fraud in Michigan, 
election offi cials have said.

Trump’s allies have homed 
in on the way that the presi-
dent’s early lead in Michigan 
and some other states on elec-
tion night slipped away as later 
votes came, casting it as evi-
dence of something nefarious.

But a massive infl ux of mail-
in ballots because of the corona-
virus pandemic leaned largely 
to Biden, who encouraged his 
supporters to vote by mail, and 
those votes were the last to be 
counted. So it appeared Trump 
had an edge when he really 
didn’t.

In fact, Biden crushed Trump 
in Wayne County, a Demo-
cratic stronghold that includes 
Detroit, by a more than 2-1 ratio 
on his way to winning Michigan 
by 154,000 votes, according to 
unoffi cial results.

Earlier this week, the coun-
ty’s two Republicans can-
vassers blocked the certifi ca-
tion of votes there. They later 
relented and the results were 
certifi ed. But a person familiar 
with the matter said Trump 
reached out to the canvassers, 
Monica Palmer and William 
Hartmann, on Tuesday evening 
after the revised vote to express 
gratitude for their support. 

Trump, allies make frantic steps 
to overturn Biden’s victory

According to Mapu’s statement, he was afraid 
when their vehicle was pulled over by police 
because there was another incident that occurred 
many months ago where he assaulted another 
man using a metal pipe to strike his head during a 
friend’s birthday party.

When offi cers instructed him to step out of the 
vehicle, he refused because he didn’t want offi -
cers to know that he had illegal drugs on him. He 
admitted to police that he asked the 20-year-old 
to hide a glass pipe on the side of the vehicle’s 
door while he held on to another glass pipe and 
the marijuana joints.

Mapu was taken into custody after he was 
interviewed by police, while the other three were 
released after they were interviewed. He was 
released after 48-hours.

One week later, the 20-year-old appeared in 
Court on a summons — he was charged with one 
count of under age drinking, a misdemeanor. .

THE ASSAULT CASE
On Jan. 23rd, 2020, a man contacted the TPS 

regarding an injuried man at his residence in 
Happy Valley. According to reporter’s statement 
to police, the injured man was one of the many 
friends his younger brother invited to attend his 
sister’s birthday party. Among those who were 
invited to the party was Mapu, the defendant in 

this matter, who was involved in a fi ght close 
to the end of the party, where he used a metal 
pipe. The victim sustained severe head injuries, 
and Mapu fl ed the scene.

Faasoo Mapu made his initial appearance last 
month.

The court has fi led two separate cases against 
Mapu.

In the fi rst case, he’s charged with one count 
of unlawful possession of marijuana, an unclas-
sifi ed felony punishable by imprisonment from 
5-10 years, a fi ne of up to $20,000, or both.

In the second case, the defendant is charged 
with one count of 2nd degree assault, a felony, 
along with one count of armed with a dangerous 
instrument, a misdemeanor.

Acting Associate Justice Elvis P. Patea set bail 
at $15,000.

During his initial appearance proceedings, 
Mapu’s attorney informed the court that the 
defendant waived his rights to a preliminary 
examination and wished for the case to be bound 
over to the High Court.

Mapu appeared in High Court weeks ago 
where he entered a not guilty plea to the charges 
against him.

Pretrial conference is now set for Dec. 22nd.

➧ Man looking at an assault charge…
Continued from page 4

Former Mayor of New York Rudy Giuliani, a lawyer for President Donald Trump, speaks during a news conference at the Republican National Committee head-
quarters, Thursday Nov. 19, 2020, in Washington.              (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)



 Page 14  samoa news, Friday, November 20, 2020

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) 
— President-elect Joe Biden 
met Thursday with governors 
from both parties and criticized 
President Donald Trump’s 
unprecedented attempt to block 
the peaceful transition of power, 
saying it was hindering the flow 
of information about programs 
to develop a vitally important 
coronavirus vaccine.

“Unfortunately, my admin-
istration hasn’t been able to get 
everything we need,” Biden 
said during a video conference 
with the National Governors 
Association’s leadership team, 
which consists of five Republi-
cans and four Democrats.

His remarks highlighted the 
stakes of the Trump administra-
tion’s refusal to begin a formal 
transfer of power to Biden’s 
team. Besides being a pillar of 
American democracy, it is espe-
cially important this year since 
Biden will be inheriting respon-
sibility for managing the worst 
public health crisis in a cen-
tury. The president-elect also 
has been denied access to other 
critical information, including 
security briefings.

Participating from a theater 
in Wilmington, Delaware, with 
Vice President-elect Kamala 
Harris, Biden specifically cited 
Operation Warp Speed, the 
federal government’s partner-
ship with private pharmaceu-
tical companies to develop a 
COVID-19 vaccine.

“We haven’t been able to get 

into Operation Warp Speed, but 
we will take what we learned 
today and build it into our plan,” 
Biden said in remarks after 
the meeting, which included 
Republicans Larry Hogan of 
Maryland, Asa Hutchinson of 
Arkansas, Kay Ivey of Ala-
bama, Charlie Baker of Mas-
sachusetts and Gary Herbert of 
Utah.

Afterward, Biden spoke 
about distribution of a vaccine 
once one is ready, saying, “There 
has to be a prioritization.”

“That’s why I’d like to know 
exactly what this administra-
tion has in mind in terms of 
their Operation Warp Speed and 
how they plan it,” he said of 
the Trump White House. “And 
that’s what we talked about with 
the governors today. They all 
mentioned the need to focus on 
the communities that have been 
left behind.”

Even as he warned of the 
gravity of the situation, how-
ever, Biden reiterated his pre-
vious pledges not to institute a 
nationwide shutdown to curb 
the virus’s spread, and repeated 
that more states instituting 
mask-wearing mandates could 
save tens of thousands of lives.

An hourlong briefing by 
the White House coronavirus 
task force that also took place 
Thursday made no mention of 
the incoming administration or 
Trump’s refusal to coordinate 
with Biden on plans to dis-
tribute upcoming vaccines.

Biden chides Trump for lack 
of cooperation on vaccine

President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris participate in a meeting with the National Governors Association’s executive committee at The 
Queen theater, Thursday, Nov. 19, 2020, in Wilmington, Del.                                (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)

American Samoa Government
DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE

Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Tel:  (684)  633-5155 •  Fax:  (684) 633-4195

PUBLIC NOTICE 
HUD - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT DISASTER 

RECOVERY (CDBG-DR) ACTION PLAN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the American Samoa Government will receive its 
Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funding to address 
the unmet needs of American Samoa as a result of Tropical Storm Gita.  This notice is the 
beginning of a thirty (30) day public comment period, which begins Thursday, October 22, 
2020.

The Disaster Recovery Action Plan allocates approximately $23,039,000 for projects relevant 
to Tropical Storm Gita. This funding will assist in efforts to support long-term disaster recovery 
for the territory through the restoration of infrastructure, housing, and economic revitalization.  
Public comments on the CDBG-DR Action Plan are welcome within the 30-day comment 
period as required by 24 CFR Part 91.  A copy of the Action Plan can be accessed online at 
www.doc.as and a hardcopy can be reviewed at the Department of Commerce.  Translation 
into and out of native language (Samoan) that is widely spoken will be provided.

The CDBG-DR Action Plan also complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) where persons who may need auxiliary aids, services or special modifications to 
participate in the public comment process may contact ASG’s CPD Coordinator Ms. Petti 
Matila via email or office phone for assistance.

The general public is invited to submit written comments via email or letter concerning the 
CDBG-DR Action Plan no later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, November 23, 2020. All comments 
received by the aforementioned date and time will be considered. Written questions or 
comments regarding the CDBG-DR Action Plan may be addressed to: 

Ms. Petti Matila, CPD Coordinator
Department of Commerce, 
A.P. Lutali Executive office Building, 2nd Floor, 
Pago Pago American Samoa 96799 
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by Samoa News staff
With Samoa’s suspected 

COVID-19 case, Gov. Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga has taken 
“decisive actions to ensure that 
we continue to keep American 
Samoa coronavirus free.”

Lolo ordered the immediate 
suspension of all fl ights to and 
from Samoa along with the 
weekly sail of the MV Lady 
Naomi — that usually arrives 
and departs Thursdays. 

“This order will remain in 
effect until further notice,” the 
governor said in a news release 
late Wednesday morning, a 
few hours after Samoa Prime 
Minister Tuilaepa Sailele 
Malielegaoi announced in Apia 
the country’s fi rst confi rmed 
COVID-19 case in a nationally 
televised address and streamed 
live online. 

Samoa News notes that 
prior to this new order by the 
governor, all air and ocean pas-
senger services were suspended, 
except for the weekly Lady 
Naomi sail. Flights had oper-

ated based on emergency needs, 
and approved by the governor.

By late afternoon Thursday 
in Samoa, the Samoa Ship-
ping Corporation Ltd., issued 
a notice regarding the cancel-
lation of the MV Lady Naomi 
sail to and from Pago Pago. It 
didn’t give any reason for the 
cancellation. 

A few hours after Tuilaepa’s 
televised address, Samoa gov-
ernment issued a news release 
saying that the third round of 
tests on the Samoan sailor who 
tested positive for COVID-19 
the night before came back with 
a negative result. It says that 
the latest test was conducted 
Thursday — in Samoa around 
6a.m — prior to Tuilaepa’s 
announcement. The press state-
ment also said that the sailor 
was placed in isolation. (See 
yesterday’s Samoa News for 
details of the press statement 
and elsewhere in today’s edition 
on the latest update on the sus-
pected case in Samoa.)

In American Samoa, the gov-

ernor — in a news release from 
his offi ce — instructed Health 
director Motusa Tuileama Nua 
and LBJ Medical Center chief 
executive offi cer, Faumuina J. 
Faumuina Jr. to connect with 
their counterparts in Samoa “to 
forge appropriate collabora-
tion to curtail the spread of this 
virus” to the territory. 

The governor also directed, 
Port Administration director 
Taimalelagi Dr. Claire Pou-
mele and the Health director to 
revisit protective protocols at 
the seaport to improve their effi -
cacy preempting the accidental 
importation into the territory of 
the coronavirus by fi shing and 
cargo vessels.

“We wish the Prime Min-
ister and the people of Samoa 
well and we pray that the spread 
of this deadly virus is speedily 
contained and eradicated,” Lolo 
said. 

The governor calls on local 
residents to “remain calm and 
untroubled as we have taken 
all precautions to safeguard and 

protect the lives of our people 
and to keep our home free from 
the coronavirus.”

While the Tuilaepa was 
well into his national televised 
addressed in Apia, the gov-
ernor had started his cabinet 
meeting at the Gov. Rex H. Lee 
Auditorium.

An hour into the cab-

inet meeting, the governor 
announced that information 
from Apia indicates a con-
fi rmed COVID-19 case. And 
he requested certain cabinet 
members to leave the meeting 
and join him at the Governor’s 
Offi ce, for discussion on the 
situation in Samoa. 

Gov. orders immediate 
suspension of all air & 

ocean passenger services

APPROVED BY SAMOA NEWS MANAGEMENT

ATTENTION!
We are now raising the 

price for all LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 

AFFIDAVITS to 
$20.00

INCLUDES WEEKLY SAIL OF THE MV LADY NAOMI

Lady Naomi ferry from Samoa.                   [photo: MarineTraffi  c.com]
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