On Sunday, Aug. 6, 2017,
Major James T. Fea-Fiame
was promoted to the rank of LT
Colonel of the 29th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team —
Hawaii  Army  National
Guard. His son, James, is seen
helping pin his father’s new
rank as part of the ceremony.

Fea-Fiame is the son of T.
Tusapa and Telesia Fiame of
Iliili & Manua. He is married
to Ursula Steffany, daughter of
Sepp & Terri Steffany, and the
couple has 3 children: James,
Gabriella, & Mykhaila.
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over to High Court
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Governor issues
“warning letter” to
some directors
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Lolo/Lemanu re-election

campaign committee
being sued for unpaid ads

SMALL CLAIMS CASE ALSO FILED AGAINST CON-
GRESSIONAL CANDIDATE
by Fili Sagapolutele

Samoa News Correspondent

Unpaid radio advertisements totaling more than $5,000 by the
Committee to Re-Elect Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga and Lt. Gov.
Lemanu Peleti Mauga in the 2016 gubernatorial race have resulted in
a lawsuit being filed in the Small Claims Court.

The outstanding bill is for Samoan and English radio ads aired
on 93 KHJ and V103, local broadcast stations, owned by South Seas
Broadcasting Inc., whose general manager Joey Cummings told
Samoa News last Friday that the small claims suit came after all
attempts failed in the past several months to collect the outstanding
debt owed by the Lolo/Lemanu re-election campaign committee. I
have all my proof and information, including emails and other cor-
respondence,” he said.

According to the court filing, the outstanding debt totals $5,703
for “unpaid ads on radio” and a court hearing is set for Sept. 11th.
Samoa News wasn’t able to immediately confirm if there is an
attorney representing the Lolo/Lemanu re-election campaign com-
mittee, which has been dissolved, although it’s unclear when exactly
that happened.

“I would really like to get our outstanding bill paid, and that’s all
we want,” Cummings said in a phone interview.

(Continued on page 10)

Stoechkict F. Allen corruption case
finally settled after nine years

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

The case of a government employee who was
accused of issuing travel documents —Certifi-
cates of Identity (C.I.) — 9 years ago in order to
receive monetary rewards finally came to a close
last Friday at the High Court.

Stoechkict F. Allen, 46, was initially charged
with two counts of misuse of official information
and public servant acceding to corruption — both
class D felonies — punishable by not less than
5 years imprisonment, or a fine of not less than
$5,000 or both for each count.

Under a plea agreement accepted by the court,
the government agreed to amend count one of
mis-information from a class D felony to a class
A misdemeanor, a crime punishable by “not more
than 1 year imprisonment, or a fine of not more
than $1,000 or both.”

Defense attorney Sharron Rancourt asked that
the defendant be fined $1,000 without imposing
any term of imprisonment. The same was echoed
by persecutor, Marcellus T. Uiagalelei, who was
appointed by the court to be serve as Independent
Prosecutor.

After accepting Allen’s guilty plea, the court
immediately moved to render its decision.

Acting Associate Chief Justice Elvis P. Patea
ordered Allen to pay a fine of $1,000 within 30
days, without placing him under any terms of
probation.

FAKE TRAVEL DOCUMENTS

The case against Allen came to light when a
family who was traveling to Samoa in December
2007 encountered problems with their children’s
travel documents, and filed a complaint with the
Attorney General’s Office.

The case was transferred to the Office of Ter-
ritorial and International Criminal Intelligence
and Drug Enforcement (OTICIDE), and Special
Agent Samuelu Tinai was assigned to investigate.

During the investigation, the defendant was
employed by the AG’s Office, and according
to Uiagalelei, even though several employees
of the AG’s Office were accused in this matter
when it first came to light, only the defendant was
prosecuted.

According to the affidavit in support of the
case, Tinai together with his partner, Special

(Continued on page 11)

It’s just an east side thing! Last Friday, during the awards ceremony for the summer games, hosted by the Diocese of Samoa Pago Pago, the East Side Zone left the
competition in the dust — taking home more first place wins than all of the other three zones (West, Central, and Fagaloa), combined.

Racking up an unprecedented eight championship trophies in four sports categories, the Catholic churches and parishes representing Laulii, Masefau, Sailele, Aoa,
Amouli, Faga’itua, Alao, and all villages in between, had every reason to celebrate. A motorcade with the screaming champs riding in vehicles with blaring horns,
paraded the trophies down to the east side following the prize giving ceremony which was held last Friday at the Veterans Memorial Stadium in Tafuna, following the
track and field competition, emceed by Rev. Father Vaiula Iulio who heads the Nuuuli Catholic Church, Christ the King. “The summer games were just beautiful,” Father
Vaiula told Samoa News yesterday afternoon. “I am grateful for all the different committees that facilitated the various events. They all did such a great job.” He also
expressed gratitude to all the outside help, including representatives from the government, the American Samoa Basketball Association (ASBA), and also the Depart-
ment of Education who officiated the games and assisted in areas where neutral presence was needed. Throughout the summer, hundreds of youth and children from
Catholic churches across the island formed new friendships with members of their respective zones, and they all came out to compete against their peers in games that
included cricket, basketball, volleyball, soccer, and track and field. The goal of the program was to promote healthy living, exercise, fellowship and most importantly,
the Christian spirit of love amongst the young people of American Samoa.
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Wen Ting Chen outside of the District Court after her prelimi-

nary examination hearing last week Thursday.
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PGP case bound over to High Gourt

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

The case of an Asian woman who has been
accused of allegedly bringing illegal substances,
to wit; Phencyclidine (PCP) into the territory
when she entered American Samoa last month
has been bound over to the High Court, after Dis-
trict Court Judge Fiti Sunia found probable cause
to support the charges against her, during a pre-
liminary examination hearing last week.

According to court information, this is the
first time the government is prosecuting a case of
someone bringing PCP in the territory.

Wen Ting Chen is charged with two counts of
unlawful possession of the controlled substance
Phencyclidine (PCP); and unlawfully bringing an
illegal substance without permission into the ter-
ritory — both felonies. Each count is punishable
by not less than 5 years imprisonment, and/or a
fine of not less than $5,000 or both.

Prosecuting the case is new Assistant Attorney
General Jilliam B. Sadler, while Assistant Public
Defender Kate Hannaher is representing the
defendant who is out on a $10,000 surety bond.

According to the government, Chen hid 2
bottles of pills inside her luggage by covering
them with a pair of underwear when she entered
the territory last month. The pills were taken to
the LBJ lab where they tested positive for PCP
ingredients.  Det. John Seumanutafa, the lead
investigator, was the only witness the govern-

ment called to the stand, during Thursday’s PX
hearing.

Cross examination of the witness, centered on
whether the defendant had any knowledge that
the pills that were in her possession were illegal
substances, and whether she had any intention of
bringing them into the territory.

According to Seumanutafa’s sworn testimony,
it was around 1:40p.m on July 10, 2017 when he
received a phone called from the Customs Office
K-9 unit at the airport, requesting police assis-
tance on a matter involving illegal substances.

It was a K-9 Customs dog that alerted to the
defendant during a routine check of passengers
arriving at the airport.

The defendant was pulled aside for a search
of not only of herself but also her luggage, where
a Customs officer found the 2 bottles of pills
hidden under a pair of underwear.

Each pill bottle had a label “USA Purchasing”
on the side, but there was no patient name or or the
name of the doctor who issued the prescription.

Seumanutafa was able to interview the defen-
dant who told him that the pills were for weight
loss, and she purchased them online for her own
use. The defendant was able to show to the
investigating officer from her phone the name
of the website she bought her pills from, but
the officer was unable to understand any of it
because it was all in Chinese. ~ During cross-
examination, defense attorney Sharron Ran-

court asked the witness if he
ever had a chance to search
the defendant’s luggage, and
whether the two bottles were
found inside one luggage or
both, but the witness said that
he didn’t carry out the search.
“The statement that I made in
regards to this case came from
the K-9 Customs officer who
did the search inside the defen-
dant’s luggage. I did not see the
luggage and I didn’t search it,”
Seumanutafa testified.

Rancourt also asked the
witness if he knew whether
her client had any knowledge
that the pills are an illegal sub-
stance, and she also queried
how the testing at the LBJ lab-
oratory was conducted.

Seumanutafa  said that
during the interview with the
defendant, it was revealed that
she had no idea the pills inside
the bottles were illegal, and he
also had no knowledge on how
the testing at the LBJ lab was
conducted. During the attor-
ney’s final submissions of the
case before Judge Sunia ren-
dered his decision, Prosecutor
Morris argued that the defen-
dant failed to provide to the
Customs officer a prescription
for the pills and also hid the
item under a pair of underwear.

Rancourt on the other hand
told the court that her client
does not have any personal
knowledge that the pills con-
tain PCP, but she believed it
was for weight loss, and she
had no intention of bringing
or smuggling PCP into the
territory.

She also argued that the
testing conducted at the LBJ
lab had no foundation and the
government witness does not
have any personal knowledge
about testing procedures.

However, Judge Sunia
found probable cause to sup-
port both counts against the
defendant, and the case has
been bound over to the High
Court, where Chen is sched-
uled to appear for arraignment
today at 9 a.m.
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Giovernor issues ‘warning
letters’ to some directors

SAYS SOME ARE EITHER OFF ISLAND OR ELSEWHERE,
BUT NOT IN THEIR OFFICES

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

At last Thursday’s cabinet
meeting, Gov. Lolo Matalasi
Moliga revealed that he has
issued “warning letters” to some
directors, but didn’t go into
details about the warnings or
identify the directors by name.

Lolo’s  revelation came
during portion of the cabinet
meeting dealing with the
“directors annual evaluation
concerns,” which was number
seven on the meeting’s agenda,
but instead became the first
issue raised by the governor,
who told directors that the 2016
election outcome is the reflec-
tion of the public’s opinion of
“your service” and the outcome
of the election is also a call by
the people for the administra-
tion to have much better results
in its second term in office.

He told directors that the
people’s confidence in the
administration, by voting them
back for a second term, is not
because of him and Lemanu,
“but your service to the public.”

What’s important to him
and Lemanu is to push forward
with commitments the admin-
istration plans to achieve for
American Samoa, Lolo said,
adding that when directors were
re-appointed to their posts, “you
were informed, that while the
first term in office was a bit
easy, the second one will be the
most difficult one.”

Lolo said he and Lemanu
plan to leave office with the
government in a much better
situation moving forward, and
the agenda by the administra-
tion set for the next four years is
not going to be easy as the cab-
inet and the administration have
started working on improve-
ments and expanding the local
economic base.

“It was never done before,”
he said, adding that he and
Lemanu, as well as all directors
believe that when they leave
office there are better oppor-
tunities for American Samoa
heading into the future.

He added that there are many
major projects pending to serve

the community. “We have com-
mitted to the people that we
will find ways to improve their
lives,” Lolo said; however,
he noted that some directors
are displaying certain types of
behaviors — but he didn’t elab-
orate further. “In fact, I have
served some of you with some
warning letters,” he told direc-
tors, but again, the governor
didn’t elaborate on the context
of the warning letters. He did
say that it appears that what
some directors are doing it to
just get through the second term
and then leave office. Lolo said
this would be the easy thing to
do, but the commitment “that
we made to our people [is that]
we will do everything possible
within our abilities to serve the
people in the best way possible.”

With that commitment made,
Lolo said he and Lemanu will
not back away from it or ignore
it. Speaking for himself and
Lemanu, the governor strongly
recommended to directors, “if
you have second thoughts in
serving our people, please do
our people a favor...” — but
didn’t elaborate further.

He noted that some direc-
tors are not found in their
offices, but are either in the
US or elsewhere, and that is a
serous problem.  “Our com-
mitment to the people is to put
out our best to make sure that
we serve the people that we
are committed to serving,” he
emphasized, and reiterated that
he and Lemanu have no plans
to reverse the Administration’s
agenda already set out for their
second term in office. He said
it’s easy for him and Lemanu
to just serve in office for the
next four years and then leave
public service, “but that is not
what God brought us in to do.”
He told directors, “we are given
responsibilities.”

The governor said that direc-
tors may have delegated their
authority to someone else in
the department, when it comes
to the leadership role, but “you
bear the responsibility of the
job you hold.”  He told cab-
inet members to rethink care-

fully, the actions they take, and
said their “loyalty” is not to
him and Lemanu because “we
never asked for your loyalty.
Your loyalty goes to the people.
We assist, we are here today to
serve our people, nothing more,
nothing less.”

Governor Lolo thanked cab-
inet members, saying ‘“we’re
very appreciative” of your ser-
vice to the public. “We never
have doubts.” he said, adding
that the reason for improvement
in government, “is not because
of us (him and Lemanu) but
because of you [cabinet mem-
bers] and your service to the
people.” “We [governor and
Lemanu] made a name because
of your service, not us, and
that’s why we’re asking the
cabinet, let’s not lose focus on
our service and commitment to
the people,” the governor said,
and noted that he and Lemanu
know the difficult work faced
by cabinet members.

“We have come a long way
to where we are today,” Lolo
said and told the cabinet to do
everything possible to help the
community “while we have the
chance”.

He reminded his cabinet
that every administration faces
problems and obstacles, “but
our work is to make life easy
for our people, through your
service.”

Two senior ASG officials
told Samoa News over the
weekend that the governor was
very serious about his message
to directors as well as warning
letters being delivered to some
directors.

The two officials declined to
provide details of the warning
letters and what prompted
them, nor would they discuss
names of the directors to whom
warning letters were given. The
officials said directors are polit-
ical appointees and “only the
governor can make the decision
on making such information
available to the public.”

The officials were responding
to Samoa News inquiries for
background information and
both had insisted on anonymity.
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Flares hurled by protesters rise during a forum of former Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad in Shah Alam, Malaysia, Sunday, Aug. 13, 2017. Mahathir who now heads an opposition
coalition, was marred by violence, with several people hurling flares, chairs and shoes at the stage.
Mahathir, who has set up a new political party to oust Prime Minister Najib Razak in elections due
by mid-2018, was answering questions at the forum, hosted by his party, when chaos erupted.

(AP Photo/Daniel Chan)
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Lagolagoina le fa’amamaina o matafagn *nee™ " ASEPA

Aso o le Fa'asalalauga: Aukuso 9, 2017
Fa'afeso’ota’i: AS-EPA Polokalama a le Vai - 633-2304

Fa'asilasilaga mai le Ofisa o le Puipuiga o le Si‘osi’omaga
mo le mamalu o le atunu’u: sa faia su’esu’ega o gataifale
ia Aukuso 8, 2017, ma fa’amaonia ai le i ai o siama

(Enterococci) i gataifale o alalafaga nei:
Aua Stream Mouth

Laulii Stream Mouth
Alega Beach

Alega Stream Mouth
Fagaitua Stream Mouth
Masausi Stream Mouth
Masefau Stream Mouth
Amouli Stream Mouth
Vatia Stream Mouth
Fagasa-Fagalea Stream Mouth
Fagatogo Stream Mouth
Utulei-DDW Beach

Nuuuli Coconut Point
E fautuaina le mamalu o le atunu’u o lo’o fa’aaogaina ia ogasami mo ta'elega

ma fagotaga: talu ai ona o su’esu’ega o ia vaega o ogasami sa faia i le voiaso va
mavae, sa molimavina ai le mavaluga o le faitau aofa’i 0 siama (Enterococci) mai
numera ua fo’atapula’aina i le tulofono i ia voega o ogasami. O nei siama e ofua
mai ofaota po’o suavai lafoa’i o tagata ma meaola. Afai ae o'o atu le foitau aofa’i
o siama mai numera va fa'atapula’aina, o lona viga, e i ai le avanoa e ono afaina
ai lou soifua maloloina ini fa'ama’i e pei o le manava-atd, o fofoga fa'apea fo'i
ma manu’a o le tino pe a sao i ai le siama. Mo lou saogalemu: ‘aua le invina le
suasami, ia fo'alanu lelei, ma fo'amild pe a mae’a ta'elega. O le foutuaga mai le
Ofisa o le AS-EPA, fo'afeso’ota’i muamua se foma'i, a‘o le'i fa’acogaina ia ogasami,
avi le puipuiga o lou soifua maloloina.

Fa'amolemole, fa'autagia mai nei fautuaga. O le a toe maua atu se isi ripoti, pe

a mae’a nisi o su'esu’ega mai le Potu Su’esu’e a le AS-EPA i le vaiaso fou. 0 lo’o i
lalo o le va'ava’aiga a le AS-EPA matafaga mo tafaoga e 44 i le motu o Tutuila, e 5

i Manua ma le vafu i Aunu'v. 0 fo'asolalouga mo fautuaga mo le motu o Tutuila o
lo’o avina atu i vaiaso fa'itasi, ae o Manu’a ma Aunu’v e fa’asalalou atu i masina
ta‘itasi. Mo ni fesili pe fia malomalama atili, fo’amolemole, vala’au mai i le telefoni
(684) 633-2304.
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Local high school students and attendees of the 9th Annual STEP-UP High School Summer Research Symposium held at the Agriculture, Community and Natural
Resources (ACNR) Division of the American Samoa Community College (ASCC) on July 22, 2017.
(L to R) Dr. Rob Rivers, Athanasius Talataina, Olyvia Taase, Joelyn G. Rafil, Karallyn Fitisone, Finiana Finau, Tausala Judy Leota, Dr. George Hui, Netini Sene and

Dr. Joserose Jyothibhavan.
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Dear Editor,

A fundamental reality of the revenue proposals being pro-
posed by the Lolo administration is that they are DESIGNED and
INTENDED to raise an extra, additional $25 million for ASG in
2020 compared to the money that would be raised if the proposals
were not enacted.

They are not a revenue-neutral package addressing the short-
comings of our existing taxes (see postscript below). They are a
revenue enhancing package, because ASG officials say that ASG
simply doesn’t raise enough money to pay for the government’s
current level of spending.

The extra funds from the proposed revenue proposals are
intended to close that gap, not increase government capabilities.

If enacted, the proposals will require the average household to
pay an extra $2,000 of their combined pretax household income
to ASG, either directly (e.g., sales tax) or indirectly (passed along
higher fees paid by businesses).

For the average household (there are 12,000 households),
that’s about $6 a day, or $40 a week or $170 a month.

The average household in American Samoa will be about 10%
poorer and the government will be the beneficiary. And because
of the way the proposals are structured, with a heavy emphasis on
a general sales tax with no exemption for food items, it is a fact
that low income households will be much more severely impacted
than high income households.

Do you, the people of American Samoa, think shifting an extra
$2,000 per year per household from their wallets to the ASG is the
best way to address the imbalance that presently exists between
government income and government spending?

Talk to your Faipule and Senator; they are the ones who will
decide the fate of these proposals.

Regards,

LEWIS WOLMAN

P.S. Some aspects of the proposals are long overdue. For
example, the 2% wage tax was very unfair from Day One and
should have long been abolished long ago! Many, many people
never had to pay it since they didn’t work as an employee for a
business that did payroll in a legal fashion, and once the unfair
taxes were collected from those subject to it, the government
did not use the taxes in the proper fashion (to support LBJ) and
diverted the money to other uses (use your imagination, or just
read the newspaper/listen to the radio.)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Samoa News welcomes and encourages
Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our
email news.newsroom@samoatelco.com
Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.

Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599

Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864

or by Email at news@samoanews.com

Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 4pm.

Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in
whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the
Publisher at the address provided above.
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2017 local young scientists present research
findings at 9th Annual AS STEP-UP Symposium

By Daniel Helsham,
ASCC-ACNR

Six local high school sci-
ence students presented their
research projects at the OSth
Annual STEP-UP High School
Summer Research Symposium
held at the Agriculture, Com-
munity and Natural Resources
(ACNR) Division of the Amer-
ican Samoa Community Col-
lege (ASCC) on July, 22, 2017.
The local symposium was the
culmination of six weeks of
research completed by each
of the students. During the
symposium, each student was
given the opportunity to present
their research to peers, men-
tors and family. The Short-
Term Research Experience
for Underrepresented Persons
(STEP-UP) program provides
hands-on research opportuni-
ties and training for high school
and undergraduate students
from ethnic groups underrep-
resented in biomedical and
behavioral research, as well as
students from disadvantaged
backgrounds.

The National Institute of Dia-
betes and Digestive and Kidney
Diseases (NIDDK) of the U.S.
National Institutes of Health
(NIH) sponsors the STEP-UP
program. The program is coor-
dinated locally through collabo-
ration between the American
Samoa Department of Educa-
tion and ASCC-ACNR.

Each year, a review com-
mittee from the NIDDK and
the University of Hawaii
selects students from American
Samoa’s public and private
high schools. Each selected stu-
dent is assigned an experienced
mentor to work with on his or
her project. Mentors are scien-
tists from ASCC-ACNR and
other local and federal agencies.

This year’s six participating
students were Finiana Finau of
Samoana High School, Kar-

allyn Fitisone of South Pacific
Academy, Tausala Judy Leota
of Nuuuli Vocational High
School, Joelyn G. Rafil of
Faasao Marist High School,
Olyvia Taase of Fagaitua and
Athanasius Talataina of Tafuna
High School.

Finau, mentored by Fepu-
leai Dr. Micah Van der Ryn of
ASCC-ACNR, presented her
project Children’s Food Knowl-
edge and Preferences and their
Effect on Early Childhood
Obesity.

Fitisone, under the men-
torship of Visa Vaivai of the
National Park of American
Samoa, presented on The
Effects of Trash and Piggeries
on the Health of Mangrove For-
ests in American Samoa.

Leota, mentored by Emily
Ilaoa of ASCC-ACNR, pre-
sented on In-Vitro Screening
Methodology for Salt Tolerance
in Taro (Colocasia esculenta).

Rafil, mentored by Dr. Mark
Schmaedick of ASCC-ACNR,
presented on The Effect of Ant
Mutualism on the Harm Caused
by the Soft Scale Insect Pulvi-
naria urbicola to its Host Plants.

Talataina, mentored by Ian
Gurr of ASCC-ACNR, pre-
sented on the Evaluation of
Newly Developed Taro (Colo-
casia esculenta) Cultivars for
Taro Leaf Blight Resistance,
Corm Weight, Nutritional Con-
tent, and Eating Quality.

Taase, mentored by Ian
Moffit of the National Park of
American Samoa, presented
on the Giant Clam Variations
based on Size and Density at
Different Underwater Depths.

As in past years, two of the
six students were selected to
present their projects at the
National STEP-UP  Sympo-
sium in Bethesda, Maryland.
This year Olyvia Taase and
Finiana Finau will be repre-
senting American Samoa at the

Bethesda meeting.

On behalf of ASCC-ACNR
Director Aufai Apulu Ropeti
Areta, Dr. Schmaedick wel-
comed guests from off-island
Dr. George Hui, Professor at
the University of Hawaii John
A. Burns School of Medicine
and Program Director of Pacific
STEP-UP and Dr. Rob Rivers,
Program Director, Office of
Minority  Health  Research
Coordination, NIDDK, NIH.

ASDOE Assistant Director
for the Office of Curriculum
and Instruction Netini Sene
gave the introduction for the
program while Dr. Schmaedick
served as moderator for the stu-
dent presentations.

ASDOE Science Specialist
Dr. Joserose Jyothibhavan was
also in attendance. After the
presentations students received
certificates of completion and
stipends for participating in the
program. Local students inter-
ested in applying for an intern-
ship for summer 2018 can find
more information at: HYPER-
LINK “http://stepup.niddk.nih.
gov”  http://stepup.niddk.nih.
gov and HYPERLINK “https://
www.pacificstepup”  https:/
www.pacificstepup. org. The
online applications will open in
November.
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Some of the participants at Congresswoman Amata’s Masefau congressional town hall included leaders, the cricket team champions and constituents from every walk

of life in Masefau.

Lolo says using ASG
assets for personal
use is nothing new

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Allegations that an auto
shop using a car alternator from
an ASG vehicle on a private
vehicle, belonging to a govern-
ment employee, was revealed
by Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga,
at last Thursday’s cabinet
meeting, where the governor
said this practice is not new and
urged cabinet directors to pro-
tect government assets.

According to the governor,
there are times after work he
conducts site visits of schools
and he would also visit private
auto shops where government
vehicles are held for repairs.
He said it’s very shocking what
he has witnessed at many of
these auto shops, with four, five
or more government vehicles
there, and some cars have been
there since 2010.

The governor recommended
that departments with cars at
these shops look into the matter
and if the vehicles are no longer
useful, take the cars out of these
shops.

Lolo said he had observed
one auto shop, where there are
government cars and he will
be contacting the director of
the department which oversees
those cars. At this particular
shop, the governor said there
was a call from a department
staff member to the auto shop to
remove the alternator from the
ASG vehicle for use on the pri-
vate car belonging to the ASG
employee, at the same auto
shop.

While Lolo didn’t iden-

tify the ASG department or
the employee by name, he did
say he believes this practice
is nothing new because it has
been happening in the past. He
said that if a private vehicle
belonging to an ASG employee
is not working, it’s taken to an
auto shop and the parts for the
ASG vehicle are taken out and
used on the ASG employee’s
car.

This has been witnessed at
private auto shops, the governor
said, adding that this is very bad
practice and the only reason
it’s happening is because the
director does not know what’s
happening within his or her
department.

While there weren’t many
vehicles purchased during the
current administration, Lolo
told directors that it’s their
responsibility to protect all gov-
ernment assets.

And if the director cannot do
it, that means “we are not doing
our job,” he said and reminded
directors to make sure they
are aware of what their staff is
doing.

He reiterated again that
some of these issues are not
new, as they were done before
all of them - directors, governor
and lieutenant governor - were
young.

Lolo said he remembers -
when he was young - an uncle at
Atu’u who went to work in the
morning with a bag containing
a hammer and a carpenter ruler.

He said the uncle would
hold the bag on his side as he
walked, but when the uncle

(Continued on page 11)

[courtesy photo]
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Despite rainy conditions, employees of Paramount Builders were busy Saturday morning, filling in the manholes on the main highway in the Utulei area.
A company official told Samoa News that Paramount workers will be on the west side later this month, filling in potholes on the main road - free of charge - as part

of their service to the community!
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American Samoa

WEDDING PACKAGES

Tautoga Package USD 1.200.00

- Choice of venue (With Wedding Arch, Aisle Set Up & Signing Table)
- A Bottle of Sparkling Wine for bridal toast

- 2 person string band — 1 hour

- PA System and Microphone

- Wedding Registration

- Celebrant

- Personal Wedding Coordinator

Alofa Package USD 900.00

- Choice of venue (With Wedding Arch, Aisle Set Up & Signing Table)
- PA System and Microphone

- -Celebrant

- Personal Wedding Coordinator

For the Ultimate Wedding Guest Experience, Book a
minimum of 10 Rooms at only USD 135.00

per room, per night!

*Room Rate includes tax, breakfast & Wi-Fi

For Inquiries and/or Reservations, please email:

Sheraton Samoa Beach Resort: Sales.SamoaResort@sheraton.com
Sheraton Samoa Aggie Grey's Hotel: Sales.SamoaHotel@sheraton.com

[photo: Blue Chen-Fruean]

Town hall by ex-

Malaysian leader

Mahathir marred
by violence

KUALA LUMPUR,
Malaysia (AP) — A town hall
meeting with former Malay-
sian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad, who now heads
an opposition coalition, was
marred by violence Sunday,
with several people hurling
flares, chairs and shoes at the
stage. The chaos erupted while
the 92-year-old Mahathir was
answering questions at the
forum, which was hosted by
the new political party he estab-
lished to try to oust Prime Min-
ister Najib Razak in elections
due by mid-2018. Shoes, water
bottles and chairs were flung at
the stage before two flares were
lit, filling the hall with smoke
and turning it bright pink.

Mabhathir was safely escorted
out of the hall. Forum orga-
nizer Syed Saddiq Syed Abdul
Rahman said several people
were injured but couldn’t give
details on the exact number
or their condition. Police said
three people, ranging in age
from 17 to 19, were detained.
Syed Saddiq slammed the dis-
ruption as “sabotage,” saying
officials from Mabhathir’s Ber-
satu party had earlier noticed
a group of youths wearing
T-shirts with fake logos of
Bersatu’s youth wing. Opposi-
tion lawmaker Azmin Ali said:
“Najib is using gangsterism to
shut Mahathir’s mouth. It’s a
cowardly act.” Several govern-
ment ministers denounced the
violence and said it was irre-
sponsible for Azmin to blame
Najib. “Thave condemned what
took place but wait for police to
conclude investigations before
you start pointing fingers.”
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Some of the participants at Congresswoman Amata’s well attended Atuu town hall meeting Tuesday included Fono Rep. T. Moliga, Pulenu’u Omar Shalhout, Leoo
Mabo from the Senate, the CCCAS Atuu’s Rev. Minister, and other village members and leaders. [courtesy photo]

Pratt drops in
at Teen Choice
Awards but Gyrus
a no-show

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
The Teen Choice Awards,
always a bubble celebrating
teenage tastes, took time out
during Sunday night’s cere-
mony to consider the world its
young audience will one day
inherent.

Hashtags, surfboards and
loud shrieks dominated the
Teen Choice Awards, as usual,
with YouTube star Jake Paul
hosting a show designed to be
tweeted, Snapchatted and put
on Instagram. But with the two-
hour broadcast coming a day
after the violence at a rally of
white nationalists in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia, some winners
pleaded for teen viewers to do
better than their elders.

“With all the injustice and
the hatred and everything that’s
happened not only in the world
but in our country right now, I
need for you young people, I
need you guys to be educated.
I need you to listen. I need you
to pay attention,” said “Spider-
K Man: Homecoming” actress

Zendaya, accepting an award

for best summer movie actress.

“You are the future presi-
dents, the future senators,” she
added. “You guys are the ones
who are going to make this
world better.”

The music performance-
stuffed show, broadcast live
on Fox from Los Angeles,
followed a three-hour “Teen
Fest” concert in downtown Los
Angeles that was streamed on
YouTube.

Miley Cyrus, an 18 Teen
Choice award winner, was to
receive the ceremony’s highest
honor, the Ultimate Choice
Award. But she was announced
as a last-minute cancellation
early in the ceremony.
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Some of the participants at Congresswoman Aumua Ama-
ta’s veteran’s town hall meeting — one of several town halls she
is holding while the U.S. Congress is in recess this month. Read

Pacific Briefs in this issue for further details.
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[courtesy photo]

Compiled by Samoa News Staff
AMATA UPDATES CON-
STITUENTS AT AUGUST

TOWN HALLS

Washington, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Aumua Amata this
week  updated  American
Samoans at several town halls
regarding the activities in Con-
gress over the past few months,
and took questions and dis-
cussed the issues that are most
important to them.

“It was such a pleasure to be
home this week and see familiar
faces, and especially to talk to
people about the issues they care
about most,” Amata said. “Our
town halls were well attended
and enjoyable, and so many are
very interested in what is going
on in Washington and how it
affects them.” This week, the
Congresswoman held three
town halls in Atu’u, Tafuna
and Masefau, and also hosted
an informational meeting for
veterans’ healthcare. Among
the many topics she discussed
the town halls are the following
issues:

- Ongoing efforts to remove
fishing restrictions in certain
waters to improve economic
opportunity,

- The continued priority of
achieving better medical access
for veterans through “tele-
health” connections with doc-
tors in Honolulu and elsewhere,

‘The  recent  successful
increase to the American
Samoa Government Operations
Account appropriation,

‘The recent renaming of
the VA clinic in Pago Pago
to Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a

~ Feleti Barstow Public Library

Utulei Village - 633-5816 (ph) - 633-5823 (fax)

PLBLIC _IBRARY

Invitation For Bids
IFB-081117FBPL

Issuance Date: August 11, 2017
Closing Date: August 25, 2017 No later than 10am (local time)

1. Invitation:

Sealed bids are being solicited to provide “30 Computers”.

2. Receipt & Opening of Bids:

Sealed bids will be received by the Territorial Librarian, American

Samoa Government, Utulei, American Samoa 96799, until 10am
(local time), Friday, August 25, 2017 at which time and place the

sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. Bid Documents:

Bid documents, including Specifications, may be examined at the
Feleti Barstow Public Library or obtained there from free of charge

during normal hours of operation.

4. Conditions:

The Feleti Barstow Public Library reserves the right to:

- not accept the lowest or any bid.
- reject all bids and reissue an amended IFB.

- request additional information from any bidder submitting a bid.
- walve any informality in bidding as may be in the best interest of

the Feleti Barstow Public Library.

Approved for Issuance: Justin Maga; Territorial Librarian

Hunkin VA Clinic in honor of
the former Congressman, who
represented American Samoa
for over a quarter of a century
in Congress.

The efforts to improve
Medicaid funding for Amer-
ican Samoa and the territories,
and the recent news that the
Medicaid eligibility changes in
October from 200 percent of
Federal Poverty Level to 400
percent, allowing more people
to gain these services.

“l take every opportu-
nity to help my colleagues in
Washington understand our
challenges of economic and
geographic isolation,” Amata
continued.

“I believe we’re making
progress, and we’ll keep
working on improvements,
such as improved infrastructure,
better access to healthcare, and
enhanced services for our vet-
erans. As we move forward in
the 115th Congress, it is essen-
tial that I hear from people here
at home, so I can carry their
message to Washington.

“Their input is so important
to the work we do, which is why
I hold these town-hall discus-
sions. I could not be more proud
to represent American Samoa
in Congress, and I'm also eager
to return after the August work
period and keep up the focus
on the important work of the
people,” concluded Amata.

(Source:  Congresswoman
Aumua Amata Office, Wash-
ington DC)

RECORD NUMBERS OF
SAMOANS APPLY FOR Nz
QUOTA

More than 15,000 Samoans
registered for New Zealand’s
annual immigration quota this
year, a record number.

Under the system 1100
places are offered to Samoans
to migrate to New Zealand

annually with the successful
applicants drawn by ballot.

Immigration New Zealand
assistant  general = manager,
Geoff Scott says 15,263 appli-
cations were received.

Last year just over 10,000
were received, around 9,000 the
previous year while numbers
didn’t reach 8,000 before then.

The ballot was drawn last
week with Immigration New
Zealand to notify successful
applicants.

(Source: RNZ)
TERRITORIES TO
RECEIVE TEMPORARY
INCREASE TO CHIP
PAYMENTS

Washington, D.C. — Friday,
August 11, 2017 — Congress-
woman Aumua Amata, IS
pleased to relay that a provision
contained in the 2010 Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act (Obamacare), which will
temporarily increase federal
coverage of CHIP (Children’s
Health Insurance Program)
payments will go into effect
beginning October 1, 2017.
This increase will affect all five
insular territories.

“I am pleased to relay the
implementation of this tempo-
rary increase,” stated Amata.
“However, we must continue to
work to set permanent changes
to how CHIP, Medicaid, and
other federal healthcare pro-
grams are funded in the territo-
ries. My fellow territorial mem-
bers and I have been working
on this issue since my arrival
in congress and I am hopeful
that we will see some real
changes soon,” concluded the
Congresswoman.

CHIP is a Federal program
that covers health insurance
for children under the age of
19 who meet certain Federal
requirements. Currently the
Federal Government covers

(Continued on page 12)

» Lolo/Lemanu re-election...

Continued from page 1

He explained that campaign
advertisements are on a pre-paid
basis, and the contact person on
the contract with the campaign
committee was Robert Tuala.

Although campaign ads are
pre-paid, meaning payment 1is
made before ads are aired, there
are times during the campaign
season when there is a request
for an ad to run during a certain
time and day, while payment is
forthcoming.

Cummings said courtesy was
given to the Lolo/Lemanu re-
election campaign committee fol-
lowing their request for an ad to
run, and they agreed that payment
would be submitted a day or two
after the ad was aired. “And it did
work, but as we got closer to Elec-
tion Day, it was getting difficult to
get payment,” he said.

To collect the outstanding
bills, Cummings said, “all appro-
priate forms of communications
were used” such as emails and
letters. Copies of the outstanding
invoices were also sent via emails
or letters.

When asked about the reply
he received from his requests for
payment, Cummings said, there
“were various objections,” such
as the “ads didn’t run as ordered”,
the wrong ad ran, or the ad didn’t
run in the time slot for which it
was ordered.

In an effort to get all the out-
standing bills paid, Cummings
said he reached out to the cam-
paign committee treasurer towards
the end of December last year, and
that resulted in a payment being
received in January. This was also
the last payment.

By that time, the campaign
committee was dissolved, and
efforts continued, in trying to col-
lect the remaining unpaid balance,
according to Cummings, who reit-
erated that “we would like to get
paid.”

Meanwhile, South Seas Broad-
casting also has a suit in Small
Claims Court against 2016 Con-
gressional candidate, Meleagi
Chapman, who owes $621 for
“unpaid radio ads.” Her case is
also scheduled to be heard Sept.
1 1th.

Cummings said Robert Tuala
also handled campaign ads for
Chapman and that “Mrs. Chapman
has been very responsive and very
professional” in dealing with the
outstanding debt.

According to court filings, if
the defendants — in both cases
— do not appear during the set
hearing date, the court may award
plaintiff the amount found to be
due upon plaintiff’s claim and
also costs of the action including
cost of service of the court order.

®
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» Stoechkict F. Allen...

Continued from page 1

who served them at the
Pago Pago International
Airport, on January 4,
2008, and told him the

Agent Leslie Tua were able to interview the
couple - the victims in this case - on Jan-
uary 09, 2008.

The couple told investigators that on or
about December 4-5, 2007, they went to the
AG’s Office to obtain C.Ls for their family
as they planned to travel to Samoa for the
holidays.

The couple met with the defendant and
asked him for five C.Ls for their children
to travel to Samoa, but the defendant told
them to come to his house in Vaitogi during
the evening hours, because he was very
busy.

The couple thought that Allen’s sugges-
tion meant that he would offer them some
help by cutting down the cost of the C.I. but
when they met with him at his home later
that evening, he provided them with papers
to apply for the C.Ls and also asked them
for $50 per C.I. — for a total of $250.

Two days later on December 09, 2007,
the couple received a phone called from
Allen asking them to check on the full names
of their children to complete the forms, and
it was at that time Allen informed them to
come over to his house in Vaitogi on the
following day to pick up five C.Ls for their
children, which they did.

On December 24, 2007, the couple
with their five children flew to Samoa to
visit their family, and that was
where the problem occurred
when a female Immigration
Officer at the Faleolo Interna-
tional Airport was verifying
their travel documents and
found that 3 of the children’s
C.Ls had problems.

The Samoa Immigration
Officer told the couple that C.1.
numbers 72202 and 72201 had
been used before by someone
else, while C.I number 72199
was expired, and because of
that, their three children had to
return to American Samoa and
could not enter Samoa.

story about the problem
with the C.L.s Allen had given them, and the
officer reportedly told them that “Allen has
done this several times”.

It was on that same day the couple went
straight to the Passport Office to confront
Allen about the matter, but were told that
the defendant was out of for lunch.

At that time, they explained to a female
worker in the office the whole story about
the C.Ls that Allen gave them and the
problem they faced when they arrived in
Samoa.

The female worker then made copies
of all the C.Ls the couple had, and told
them that she would talk to Allen when he
returns.

Court affidavits state that when Allen
came back from his lunch break, his co-
worker told him about the problem, but he
didn’t respond.

When news about the C.L.s reached other
staff members, they reacted by starting to
look for receipts and money for the C.Ls,
inside the office, but nothing was found.
They also searched the vault located inside
the office of the defendant’s uncle, who
was also working for the AG’s Office at the
time, but nothing was found.

Court documents state that Allen went
to work the following Monday, but did not

work on Tuesday.

It was on that Tuesday when he was
absent from work that the staff conducted
another search for the receipts and money
for the C.Ls, and this time, when they
checked inside the vault in his uncle’s
office, they found papers for the C.Ls
clipped together with cash.

While the OTICIDE Special Agents con-
tinued their investigation, they were able to
interview the Passport Office Supervisor at
the time, Rowena I’amanu, on Feb. 5, 2008,
who told them that on Jan. 8, 2008 when
she first heard about the matter, she started
searching for receipts and paperwork for
the C.Ls, but was unable to find anything.
On Feb. 7, 2008 when Special Agents inter-
viewed the defendant at the AG’s office,
Allen told them that he and his supervisor
I’amanu are the only people responsible
for handling passport applications, and
because there is no written policy, proce-
dure or guideline in terms of handling the
C.Ls, they can take the applications home,
however, they are not allowed to take the
C.I. forms home.

The defendant told investigators that
he was never told about the couple’s com-
plaint, and he never used any money from
C.Ls, but he was the one who advised one
of his co-workers via a telephone conversa-
tion to look inside the vault for the papers
and money.

He said that he was trying to help the
family.

In The High Court
of American Samoa
TRIAL DIVISION

PR No. 28-17

In the Matter of the Estate of
VILIVILI K. SILAFAU
Decedent

By: TOREKA V. SILAFAU,
Petitioner

NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a
petition for letters of administration has
been flied in High Court of American
Samoa, Territory of American Samoa
by TOREKA SILAFAU for the Estate of
VILIVILI K SILAFAU (deceased) who
died on June 28, 2017 in American
Samoa.

Ahearing on the petition will be held on
October 10, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. before
the Trial Division of the High Court of
American Samoa at the Courthouse
in Fagatogo, American Samoa. All
heirs of VILIVILI K SILAFAU and other
interested parties may appear before
the court on said date to respond to
this petition.

Date: August 02, 2017

CLERK OF COURTS

Published: 8/14, 8/21 & 8/28

archarge Notification

informing its customers about the monthly fuel

uel to generate electricity. The charge for each
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A rainbow appears over Tumon Bay, Guam Sunday, Aug. 13, 2017. Residents of the U.S. Pacific

island territory of Guam face a missile threat from North Korea.

(AP Photo/Tassanee Vejpongsa)

North Korean ten-
sions aren’t deterring
tourists from Guam

HAGATNA, Guam (AP) —
Tourists haven’t been deterred
from visiting the tropical island
of Guam even though the U.S.
territory has been at the center
of North Korean and U.S.
threats during the past week.

Won Hyung-jin, an official
from Modetour, a large South
Korean travel agency, said sev-
eral customers called with con-
cerns, but they weren’t worried
enough to pay cancellation fees
for their trips.

“It seems North Korea racks
up tension once or twice every
year, and travelers have become
insensitive about it,” Won
said. His company has sent
about 5,000 travelers to Guam
a month this year, mostly on
package tours.

The U.S. territory has a
population of 160,000, but it
attracted 1.5 million visitors last
year. One third of Guam’s jobs
are in the tourism industry.

Guam is a key outpost for
the U.S. military, which uses
it as a base for bombers and
submarines.

The island’s sandy beaches
and aquamarine waters also
make it a popular getaway for
travelers from Japan and South
Korea. Guam is only about
three hours by plane from major
cities in both countries.

The number of South Korean
travelers in particular has been
growing lately because five
low-cost airlines started flying
to Guam from South Korea, said
Antonio Muna, the vice presi-
dent of Guam Visitors Bureau.
This helped boost arrival fig-
ures to a 20-year-high in July,
Muna said.

The threats came in a week

in which longstanding tensions
between the countries risked
abruptly boiling over. New
United Nations sanctions con-
demning the North’s rapidly
developing nuclear program
drew fresh ire and threats from
Pyongyang. President Donald
Trump responded by vowing
to rain down “fire and fury”
if challenged. The North then
threatened to lob missiles near
Guam. The Guam Visitors
Bureau has heard reports of
cancellations, but Muna said it
doesn’t yet have any concrete
figures on how many took place.
Officials are still expecting a
strong August, Muna said.

“Japan and Korea make over
90 percent of our arrivals. And
they’re much closer to North
Korea than Guam is,” Muna
said.

The agency has been
relaying assurances from the
governor and defense officials
that Guam is protected and safe,
he said.

Trump told Guam’s Repub-
lican governor the global atten-
tion would send more tourists to
the island.

“You’re going to go up like
tenfold with the expenditure of
no money,” he told Gov. Eddie
Calvo in a telephone conversa-
tion Calvo posted Sunday on
Facebook. Trump said he’d
been watching scenes of Guam
on the news, and “it just looks
like a beautiful place.”

Calvo replied: “It’s
paradise.”

“We’ve got 95 percent occu-
pancy and after all this stuff
calms down, we’re going to
have 110 percent occupancy,”
Calvo said.

» Pacific Island brief...

Continued from page 10

68.5% of CHIP expenditures
in each territory, with territo-
rial governments covering the
other 32.5%. This temporary
two-year increase will raise
federal contributions by 23%,

increasing the total coverage
by the federal government to
91.5% through September 2019.

(Source:  Congresswoman
Aumua Amata Office, Wash-
ington DC)

Lil Yachty performs at the Teen Choice Awards at the Galen
Center on Sunday, Aug. 13, 2017, in Los Angeles.

(Photo by Phil McCarten/Invision/AP)

®
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Attendees of Justine Damond’s memorial service meditate
during a moment of silence at the start of the ceremony Friday,
Aug. 11, 2017, at Lake Harriet in Minneapolis. Damond was
killed by a Minneapolis police officer on July 15 after she called
911 to report a possible sexual assault near her home.

(Aaron Lavinsky /Star Tribune via AP)

Father: Woman killed by officer
was ‘ripped from our arms’

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —
The father and the fiance of an
Australian woman shot to death
by a Minneapolis police officer
responding to her 911 «call
grieved at a public memorial
service Friday night, the same
time the family had planned to
be on a plane to her wedding.

Justine Damond’s father,
John Ruszczyk, choked back
tears as he vowed to find justice
for his 40-year-old daughter,
whom he described as being
“ripped from our arms.”

“We should be walking
down the street smiling and
laughing,” he said of his first
visit to Minneapolis. “But now
every step on the foot path is
very painful. I feel crushed by
sorrow.”

Hundreds of people, many
wearing heart-shaped stickers,
attended the memorial service.
An Australian flag was dis-
played prominently on the stage
next to Damond’s picture.

Her fiance, Don Damond,
said it “felt like a privilege to
love Justine.” They were getting
married next week in Hawaii,
and he pointed out the painful
irony that the service — held
at a lakefront stage near her
home in southwest Minneapolis
— coincided with the family’s
original travel plans.

He read some of the
uplifting messages she would
free-write every morning and
called her a “living example of
self-mastery.”

“l have immense gratitude
for being the one she chose,”
Don Damond said. “In Aus-
tralia, they call it ‘you’re
punching above your weight.” I
really had to step up to be at her
level.”

Her family has set up the
Justine Damond Social Justice
Fund, which will support causes
important to her, including
those promoting equal treat-
ment for all.

As Damond’s loved ones

mourned their loss, the inves-
tigation into her death moved
forward. A judge approved a
search warrant for investigators
to examine the smartphones of
two Minneapolis police officers
in the shooting.

The search warrant appli-
cation was filed Thursday by
an agent with the Minnesota
Bureau of Criminal Apprehen-
sion. The agent requested per-
mission to download data from
the iPhones issued by the Min-
neapolis Police Department.

The application states that
the information “may more
clearly define” the officers’
actions before and after she was
killed on July 15. Investigators
have said Officer Mohamed
Noor shot the 40-year-old
woman after she called 911 to
report a possible sexual assault
near her home.

Noor’s partner, Officer Mat-
thew Harrity, told investiga-
tors a noise startled him just
before Damond approached
their police SUV. Noor was
in the passenger seat and shot
Damond through the open
driver-side window. Noor has
declined to be interviewed by
investigators and cannot be
compelled to do so.

The two officers had not acti-
vated their body cameras. Min-
neapolis police officers are now
required to have those cameras
on when they respond to calls or
make traffic stops.

Damond’s death led to
a shake-up at the top of the
Minneapolis Police Depart-
ment. Police Chief Janee Har-
teau resigned at the request of
Mayor Betsy Hodges, who said
the department needed new
leadership. Hodges nominated
Medaria Arradondo, who had
been assistant chief, to become
chief.

This week a Minneapolis
City Council committee unani-
mously endorsed Arradondo’s
nomination.



Page 14 4 SAamoOa News, Monday, August 14, 2017

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Financial Manager

We are a local company involved in manufacturing, distributing, and retailing goods
in the Territory. We require a new finance role based on our growth. The role will
encompass financial control, business analysis, forecasting, as well as day to day financial
and supervisory operations.

Specific responsibilities include:
* Ensure accuracy of the General Ledger to the previous day.
+ Control and safeguard of all assets.
» Full responsibility of delivering reliable and accurate monthly financials on timely basis.
+ Supervision of daily cycle counting, identifying and remedying weaknesses.
+ Supervision of Accounts Payables and Accounts Receivables departments.
* Supervision of all Human Resource activities and Payroll.
+ Supervise human and environmental safety compliance with applicable Federal and Territorial regulations.
» Controlling costs, ensuring costs within budget and monthly reconciliations of various balance sheet items.
* Year-End financial statements preparation for accountant’s review.
+ Assist management in data information and ad-hoc projects as may be required.
Requirements:
* Masters in Business Administration, or undergraduate degree in Accountancy / Finance or equivalent.
+ 5 to 10 years related experience.
» Strong analytical skills and technical knowledge.
« Attention to detail and the ability to meet timelines, strict adherence to processes.
* Experience on large ERP Systems and normal office software tools.
* Proficiency with MS-Server 2012r2, MSSQL 2014, and Crystal Reports 2012 a plus.
+ Ability to multi-task in a fast-paced environment on a schedule.
* Team player, as well as ability to work autonomously, and be proactive with strong problem solving and
organizational skills.
+ Good analytical, written and verbal communication skills in English, with additional fluency in Samoan preferred.
* If needed, able to work all seven days of the week and all hours as required by the job at hand.

Pay and benefits package commensurate with meeting minimum position requirements.
Reply with resume/CV to financepago@gmail.com

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-2413-17

Issuance Date: August 01, 2017 Closing Date: August 16, 2017
No later than 10:00am (local time)

1. INVITATION
Sealed bids are being solicited to provide “DOE-Warehouse SY 17-18 Supply”.
2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa
Government, Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 10:00a.m. (local time),
WEDNESDAY, August 16, 2017 at which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly
opened and read.
3. BID DOCUMENTS
Bid documents, including Specifications, may be examined at the Office of Procurement
or obtained there from free of charge during normal hours of operation.
4. CONDITIONS
The American Samoa Government reserves the right to:
* not accept the lowest or any bid.
* reject all bids and reissue and amended IFB.
* request additional information from any bidder submitting a bid.

* waive any informalities in bidding as may be in the best interest of the American
Samoa Government.

ﬁpﬂmfwﬁém

DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action

FILE - This undated file photo provided by Cornelia Reynolds
shows her son Gabriel Taye when he was in second grade. The
parents of Taye, who hanged himself from his bunk bed with a
neck tie want school officials held responsible, alleging that they
tolerated and covered up bullying in their federal lawsuit testing
the issue of school liability in such cases. The wrongful death suit
filed against Cincinnati Public Schools, its officials and staff at
his elementary school cites repeated examples of bullying. How-
ever, courts have set , Atia high bar, Au for finding schools liable.

(Cornelia Reynolds via AP, File)

Parents test school liability
in bullying and child suicide

CINCINNATI (AP) — The
parents of an 8-year-old Ohio
boy who hanged himself from
his bunk bed with a necktie
want school officials held
responsible, testing the issue
of school liability in suicides
blamed on bullying.

The wrongful death lawsuit
filed by the parents of Gabriel
Taye against Cincinnati Public
Schools and school officials
cites repeated examples of
Gabriel and others being bul-
lied at his elementary school.
They contend school officials
knew about the bullying but
were “deliberately indifferent,”
allowing a “treacherous school
environment.”

Knowledge of harassment
and failure to do something
are among elements set out in
a 1999 U.S. Supreme Court
ruling for school liability cases.

“The deliberate indiffer-
ence standard set forth (by the
Supreme Court) sets a high bar
for plaintiffs,” a 2016 opinion
by a three-judge panel of the 6th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
says. “It requires only that
school administrators respond
to known peer harassment in
a manner that is not ‘clearly
unreasonable in light of the
known circumstances.’”

The ruling rejected an appeal
by a Tennessee family that sued
a school district over two years
of alleged relentless bullying
that forced their son to change
schools.

Cincinnati school officials
have said that the boy told
staff he fainted the day his par-
ents say Gabriel was knocked
unconscious at a school bath-
room and that he never said he
was bullied or assaulted. He
killed himself two days later, on

Jan. 26.

Legal experts say such law-
suits seem to be coming more
common amid increasing public
awareness campaigns on youth
bullying. A 2015 federal survey
estimated that about 21 percent
of U.S. students, ages 12-18,
said they had been bullied.

Federal authorities say they
are still learning about the
links between school bullying
and suicide , saying bullying
increases the risk of suicidal
behavior but that the majority
of bullying cases don’t result
in suicide, suicide attempts, or
thoughts of suicide.

Courts have shown reluc-
tance to increase the demands
on school officials to quell bul-
lying. The Supreme Court has
urged courts against second-
guessing school administra-
tors’ disciplinary decisions, to
allow them flexibility they need
to deal with children who are
still learning how to interact
appropriately.

The federal cases often take
years to resolve, unless the
two sides reach a settlement. A
wrongful death lawsuit filed by
parents of a 14-year-old Mis-
souri boy who killed himself
in 2013 after being bullied was
settled for $300,000 two years
ago. Earlier this year, a Missis-
sippi school district settled for
undisclosed terms a lawsuit by
parents of a seventh-grader who
died of injuries from alleged
bullying. A 2015 lawsuit filed
against nearby Fairfield City
Schools in Ohio and officials by
the parents of a girl who fatally
shot herself after being bul-
lied repeatedly, including fre-
quent racial and sexual insults,
is scheduled for federal trial in
Cincinnati in early 2018.




samoa News, Monday, August 14, 2017 ¢ Page 15

President Donald Trump speaks about the ongoing situation in Charlottesville, Va., at Trump
National Golf Club, Saturday, Aug. 12, 2017, in Bedminster, N.].

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)

White House scrambles to explain
Trump’s response to clashes

BEDMINSTER, N.J. (AP)
— The White House scrambled
Sunday to elaborate on Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s response
to deadly, race-fueled clashes in
Charlottesville, Virginia, as he
came under bipartisan scolding
for not clearly condemning
white supremacists and other
hate groups immediately after
the altercations.

As the chorus of criticism
grew, White Houses aides were
dispatched to the morning news
shows, yet they struggled at
times to explain the president’s
position. A new White House
statement on Sunday explicitly
denounced the Ku Klux Klan
and neo-Nazi groups, but it
was attributed to an unnamed
spokesperson and not the presi-
dent himself. Vice President
Mike Pence, traveling in South
America, condemned “these
dangerous fringe groups” and
said they “have no place in
American public life and in
the American debate.” Trump,
meanwhile, remained out of
sight and silent, save for a few
retweets. One was about two
Virginia state policemen killed
in a helicopter crash while
monitoring the Charlottesville
protests, another about a Jus-
tice Department probe into
the violence. In the hours after
a car plowed into a group of
anti-racist ~ counter-protesters
on Saturday, Trump addressed
the violence in broad strokes,
saying that he condemns “in
the strongest possible terms
this egregious display of hatred,
bigotry and violence on many
sides, on many sides.”

Speaking slowly from his
New Jersey golf club while
on a 17-day working vacation,
Trump added: “It’s been going
on for a long time in our country.

Not Donald Trump. Not Barack
Obama. It’s been going on for a
long, long time.”

The White House statement
Sunday went further. “The
president said very strongly
in his statement yesterday that
he condemns all forms of vio-
lence, bigotry and hatred and
of course that includes white
Supremacists, KKK, neo-Nazi
and all extremist groups.” It
added: “He called for national
unity and bringing all Ameri-
cans together.”

The White House did not
attach a name to the statement.
Usually, a statement would be
signed by the press secretary
or another staffer; not putting a
name to one eliminates an indi-
vidual’s responsibility for its
truthfulness and often undercuts
its significance.

Trump’s national security
adviser, H.R. McMaster, said
Sunday that he considered the
attack to be terrorism. On Sat-
urday, Trump had not responded
to reporters’ shouted questions
about terrorism.

“l certainly think anytime
that you commit an attack
against people to incite fear, it
is terrorism,” McMaster told
ABC’s “This Week.” “’It meets
the definition of terrorism. But
what this is, what you see here,
is you see someone who is a
criminal, who is committing
a criminal act against fellow
Americans.” The president’s
homeland security adviser,
Tom Bossert, defended the
president’s initial statement
by suggesting that some of the
counter-protesters were violent,
too. When pressed during a con-
tentious interview on CNN’s
“State of the Union,” he spe-
cifically condemned the racist
groups.

The president’s daughter
and White House aide, Ivanka
Trump, tweeted Sunday
morning.
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