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On Halloween — Wednesday, 
Oct. 31st — Congresswoman 
Aumua Amata offered a special 
treat for the children of American 
Samoa, at the Fagatogo Square. 

The event brought hundreds of 
youngsters, dressed up as various 
characters — including this little 
boy from Aua who came as Dis-
ney’s Maui from the blockbuster 
“Moana” — to the town area to 
get candies and treats. [photo: LF]
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Check forger sentenced to  
28 months in jail...
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Tele lu’itau feagai ma le malo i 
le itu tau tupe

Le Lali

Dear Readers, 
Due to the delay in the container off-loading of supplies, 

we regret to inform you that there will be no print issue 
today. However, our website and social sites will continue 

to deliver the latest local news at samoanews.com  
and our facebook page  

https://business.facebook.com/samoanewsamericansamoa
We apologize for the inconvenience

Thank You

Former faipule and local businessman Galumalemana William Satele, 74, passed away peacefully on Oct. 13th in Honolulu, Hawai’i. His final funeral services are set 
for tomorrow in Vailoatai. See story for details.													                [photo: courtesy]

by Blue Chen-Fruean
Samoa News Correspondent

Officials from the Medicaid 
State Agency, led by Lt. Gov-
ernor Lemanu Peleti Mauga, 
recently returned from a trip 
to New Zealand, to assess the 
health care system and confirm 
processes for patient referral 
coordination to the Land of the 
Long White Cloud.

Director of the American 
Samoa Medicaid Office, 
Tofoitaufa Sandra King Young 
told Samoa News that the health 
care system in New Zealand 
“ranks as one of the top health 
care systems in the world and is 
more affordable than the United 
States.”

Therefore, “We will be able 
to stretch more of our limited 
dollars to send more of our 
patients for high quality health 
care services to New Zealand 

than we could to the US,” she 
continued.

According to Tofoitaufa, 
“The Medicaid State Agency 
worked very hard on this change 
to the Medicaid State Plan and 
retained an actuary to conduct 
and in depth financial analysis - 
comparing costs to Hawaii and 
the US mainland.”

She said New Zealand pro-
vides high quality patient care 
and is much more affordable. 

“The Medicaid State Agen-
cy’s responsibility is to develop 
referral procedures pursuant 
to Medicaid regulations and 
approved by CMS (Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices). Referral procedures 
must ensure patient access, fair-
ness, transparency, and compli-
ance under the Medicaid State 
Plan for all Medicaid eligible 
patients.”

The Medicaid agency will 
publicize procedures in the next 
few weeks.

Tofoitaufa shared that the 
purpose of the trip was to “assess 
patient accommodations  and 
meet the medical providers that 
the Medicaid program will use 
for Off Island Medical Referral 
(OIMR) services.”

She reported that the trip was 
“very successful”.

“We came away very confi-
dent knowing that our patients 
will have access to a high per-
forming health care system 
that is very patient-centered. 
Our patients will have access 
to some of the best private 
providers in New Zealand and 
state-of-the-art facilities.”

As for a time frame of 
when off island referrals can 
start traveling to New Zealand, 

New Zealand now approved for off-
island referrals funded by Medicaid

by Blue Chen-Fruean
Samoa News Correspondent

Final funeral services for former lawmaker and businessman 
Galumalemana William “Bill” Guthrie Satele will be held 
tomorrow at the Vailoatai CCCAS. The longtime government ser-
vant passed away on Oct. 13th at Tripler Army Medical Hospital 
in Honolulu, Hawaii. He was 74.

“Our father will always be remembered for his tenacious spirit 
and his unconditional love for his family. Whether in business, 
sports, or family, our father was determined to get things done 
with a bold sense of resiliency to always do better,” reflected 
Galumalemana’s daughter, Christa.

Many who knew him have described Galumalemana’s life as 
that of a faithful servant.

He attended St. Theresa (Leone) and Marist Brothers (Atu’u) 
before moving to Colorado to continue his education.  After 
serving in the US Air Force for 4 years (which included a tour of 
Vietnam), Galumalemana returned home to American Samoa and 
in 1966, he ventured into self-employment.  

Prior to his passing, he was the president and owner of Samoa 

Galumalemana Bill 
Satele remembered as 
an ‘exceptional man’

(Continued on page 15) (Continued on page 15)
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

Paulo Lauti, 42, made off 
with more than $5,000 from 
his uncle’s bank account by 
stealing checks and forging his 
signature; and now, he’s going 
to jail for it.

Lauti was initially charged 
with 5 counts of forgery, and 
5 counts of stealing — all fel-
onies. Each count is punish-
able by not more than 7 years 
imprisonment, and/ or a fine of 
not more than $5,000 or both.

Under a plea agreement 
with the government, the 
defendant pled guilty to one 
count of forgery and one count 
of stealing, both felonies. 
The remaining charges were 
dismissed.

According to court docu-
ments, it was the victim, Laloulu 
Tagoilelagi, who reported the 
case to police on July 11, 2017, 
after he discovered that a huge 
amount of money was missing 
from this Bank of Hawaii 

account.
Prosecuting the case was 

Assistant Attorney General 
Robert Morris, while Deputy 
Public Defender Michael White 
represented Lauti, who has 
been in custody since his arrest 
in September, unable to post a 
$5,000 surety bond.

During sentencing, Lauti 
apologized to the court and 
begged for a second chance to 
return home to care for his wife 
and children. He also apolo-
gized to his uncle, the victim 
in this case, for stealing his 
money. Lauti said he is truly 
remorseful for what he did, and 
he has learned his lesson, in the 
two months he’s spent behind 
bars.

His wife took the stand and 
asked the court for a chance 
to allow her husband to come 
home to help her with the family 
and take care of their two little 
children. She told the court that 
her husband is a good man who 
just made a bad decision. She 
said she’s doing everything 
in her power to make sure her 
husband pays restitution to his 
uncle.

When asked by White about 
the specifics of arrangements 
regrading full restitution, the 
wife said her husband has 
already submitted his resigna-
tion papers to this employer, 
ASPA, and the money from his 
resignation and his final pay-
check will be used to pay resti-
tution. And if there is a balance, 
she will see to it that it is paid 
in full.

White told the court his 
client made a bad mistake but 
added that Lauti has no prior 
criminal record, and he’s a suit-
able candidate for a probated 
sentence. He asked the court to 
sentence Lauti to 7 years proba-
tion, with no more jail time.

Prosecutor Morris agreed 
that Lauti is a suitable candidate 
for a probated sentence. He said 
the victim told him he was very 
upset with his nephew for what 
he did, and he was concerned, 
because he had suspicions his 
nephew is involved in illegal 
activities, such as drugs, and 
his drug problem needs to be 
addressed and resolved.

Morris asked the court that 
as a condition of Lauti’s proba-
tion, he submit himself to drug 
testing, to ensure he stays clean 
at all times.

High Court Judge, Elvis 
Patea, said, that based on infor-
mation before the court… “an 
imprisonment term is not war-
ranted in this case, probation 
is warranted, but given the 
amount … taken and the way 
it was taken, the court feels that 
your action must be punished.”

Lauti was sentenced to 7 
years probation, on the condi-
tion that he serves 28 months at 
the TCF. Twenty-two months 
will be stayed, and Lauti was 
ordered to serve only 6 months.

He will be credited the 2 
months he has already served 
at TCF. Lauti was also ordered 

 

           ALOFAAGA AOFA’I                          ALOFAAGA AOFA’I
1.  Rev. Enesi Enesi & Faletua ......................................$500.00 22.  Leuma Potasi & Fanau ..............................................$1,000.00 
2.  Rep. Vailoata Amituana’i ..........................................$100.00 23. Feliciano Inc. ...............................................................$200.00 
3.  Rep. Toeaina Faufano Autele ...................................$300.00 24.  Suafa Fa’asulu ...........................................................$100.00
4.  Rep. Fetu Fetui Jr. ....................................................$250.00 25.  Caroline Galea’i .........................................................$50.00
5.  Rep. Florence Saulo .................................................$100.00 26.  Patrick N. Tuvale ........................................................$100.00
6.  Rep. Samuel Ioka Meleisea ......................................$100.00 27.  John Maiava ...............................................................$100.00
7.  Dr. Fanuatele To’afa Vaiaga’e ..................................$150.00 28.  Lisi Theno ...................................................................$100.00
8.  Tofa To’oto’o, Komesina Le’I Sonny Thompson ....$300.00 29.  Mariamene Sala Malae ..............................................$300.00
9.  Dr. Talauega Samasoni Asaeli .................................$100.00 30.  Sofa’I Faumuina .........................................................$50.00
10.  Tofa Fa’auaa Elisara, Katerina & Fanau ...............$200.00 31.  Loi Taiapisi & Fanau ..................................................$600.00
11.  Fa’atonu, Malaepule, Fuega. Moliga .....................$300.00 32.  Sauituamaali’i Ifopo ...................................................$50.00
12.  Dr. Faiese Talafu & Well Baby Clinic, Tafuna .......$300.00 33.  Christina Leatimua ....................................................$100.00
13.  Mr. & Mrs. Sofa Seumalo ........................................$200.00	 34.		Taua	Ali’itaeao	Ofisa ..................................................$100.00
14.  Dr. Dottie Aga-Tuisamatatele .................................$100.00 35.  Tufa Tiatia ...................................................................$50.00
15.  Dr. Johnny & Dr. Lisa Mapu ...................................$100.00 36.  Joseph, Farahola & Baby Jarahlyn Tauiliili .............$300.00
16.  Dr. Junella Boat ......................................................$200.00 37.  Elisa Ongosia .............................................................$200.00
17.  Dr. Lentoy Matagi ....................................................$100.00 38.  Raisa & Baby Tatu Ongosia-Lili’u ............................$200.00
18.  Dr. Sheri Vasai-Ta’ase & Suaese Ta’ase ...............$100.00 39.  Kboye Ongosia ..........................................................$200.00
19.  Dr. Teresa Atuatasi .................................................$100.00 40.  Ferinah Tanu ..............................................................$200.00
20.  Dr. Tofoipupu Mageo ..............................................$100.00 41.  3-C Aloese ..................................................................$100.00
21.  Fuimaono Masina & Fanau ....................................$200.00

EKALESIA FEAGAIGA FOU  
MAFUTAGA A TINA  

LAUMUA I FAGALELE OTTOVILLE, TAFUNA

I le ava tele e tatau ai,
Tina o le Galuega, Mafutaga A Tina, Ekalesia-Feagaiga Fou

FA’AFETAI! FA’AFETAI! FA’AFETAI TELE LAVA!
Avea ia lenei avanoa fa’aauro, e momoli atu ai agaga faafetai o lo matou Tina o le Galuega, Faletua ia Matalasi Ta’amu, Tina 
Ta’ita’i, Ofisa, ma le mamalu o lenei Mafutaga a Tina O Le Ekalesia, Feagaiga Fou.    Fa’afetai i le tamaoaiga e ala i la outou foa’i 
tupe sa fesoasoani ai a’o matou fa’atalauula atu aua le totogiina o Nofoa o lo matou Malumalu Tapua’i.  O se miti na oloolo 
pitova’a ai i le tele o aso ma tausaili se laolao a’o ni  mo’omo’oga i le fia fai mea sili mo Le Atua ma lana Galuega.  Ua tini lau o le 
faamoemoe, e pei o Upu i Faiva o Vai.  O fa’amanuiaga mai Le Atua Pulepule Tetele e ala i a matou Paaga, Uo, Au Meamamae, 
aemaise nai Aiga Pele, ua fa’amaeaina ai le totogiina o Nofoa o le Malumalu Tapua’i, a’o se viiga e faafo’i i le Tupu Silisili. O le 
saafi a Ruta ina ua agalelei se tasi ia te ia, “Ia totogi Le Ali’i i lau galuega, ia tu’uina ai ia te oe se taui tele mai Le Ali’i, Le Atua o 
Isaraelu, ua e sau e fa’atuatua i lalo o ona apaau.”  Aua nei ia tei tatou, aua nei ia tei tatou, a ia tuuina atu le viiga i Le Atua e le 
aunoa.  
Ia fa’amanuia le Atua i ou faiva alofilima ma au fatuaiga tausi o e feagai ai.  Ia ola fo’i lenei Mafutaga a Tina, i le alofa o le Atua. 

AOFA’I:          $8,300.00

Check forger sentenced 
to 28 months in jail

(Continued on page 15)



samoa news, Friday, November 03, 2017  Page 3  

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Following a decision by the 
US Secretary of State, the Hono-
lulu federal court has ordered to 
“immediately” release from US 
custody, an American citizen 
wanted in Tonga for the alleged 
murder of his wife. 

As previously reported by 
Samoa News, Dean Jay Fletcher 
fled to American Samoa on his 
yacht, the Sea Oak.  

He was arrested in Pago 
Pago last September for ille-
gally entering the territory 
without authority. From there, 
the local charge was dismissed 
as Fletcher was arrested and 
taken to Hawai’i on Nov. 22, 
2016 by federal agents based on 
a federal warrant.

Fletcher’s case made inter-
national news, as the Gov-
ernment of Tonga sought to 
extradite him back to the island 
kingdom for the alleged murder 
of his American wife onboard 
the Sea Oak — its whereabouts 
are unknown after Fletcher was 
taken to Honolulu. 

Tonga sought extradition 
based on a treaty between the 
two countries. In January this 
year, the Honolulu federal court 
committed the defendant to 
the Secretary of State to make 
the final determination on his 
extradition back Tonga where 
he is charged with murder with 
intent, murder by recklessness, 
manslaughter, and grievous 
bodily harm. 

Fletcher was detained 
without bail, pending a decision 
by the Secretary of State, whom 
under federal law, makes the 
final determination on extradi-
tion requests.

Court documents show that 
since the Honolulu federal 
court’s decision, Fletcher has 
sought to be released from cus-
tody. The US Justice Depart-
ment represented the federal 
government in this case. 

An Oct. 31, 2017 letter to 
the USDOJ’s Office of Inter-
national Affairs from US State 
Department’s Assistant Legal 
Adviser for Law Enforcement 
and Intelligence, Tom Heine-
mann, shows that Secretary of 
State, Rex W. Tillerson, has 
exercised discretion afforded 
to him pursuant to federal law 
“and denied Tonga’s request for 
Fletcher’s extradition.”

“In exercising his discretion, 
the Secretary considers... any 
materials submitted by a fugi-
tive following” a court deci-
sion, according to the letter 
made public in court records for 
Fletcher’s case. 

“These materials often 
address humanitarian issues 
that fall outside the court’s lim-
ited role, but are appropriate for 
the Secretary’s consideration,” 
Heinemann explained in his 
letter.

“In this case, if convicted 
of the most serious charge, 
Fletcher would have faced a 
mandatory penalty of death 

or life imprisonment under 
Tongan law,” he said, and noted 
that Fletcher was provided with 
free legal representation during 
his US extradition proceedings 
due to his lack of funds.

The State Department 
appears concerned that if extra-
dited back to Tonga, Fletcher 
may not have sufficient legal 
representation, nor a fair trial. 

According to Heinemann, 
the State Department deter-
mined, among other things, that 
Tonga does not have a federal 
public defender system, and 
neither NGOs nor other private 
funded sources reliably provide 
legal representation of indigent 
defendants. 

In light of these circum-
stances, said Heinemann, the 
State Department engaged 
in extensive discussion with 
the Tonga government in an 
attempt to address relevant con-

cerns if he were extradited back 
to Tonga.

“Although the United 
States does not, as a rule, seek 
to impose our constitutional 
framework on legal systems 
of countries requesting extra-
dition, considering the unique 
facts of this case and all rel-
evant factors, including the 
Department’s inability to reach 
an agreement with Tonga with 
respect to certain relevant assur-
ances, the Secretary determined 
that Fletcher could not be guar-
antee a fair trial in Tonga,” 
Heinemann wrote. 

He also said that it was on 
Oct. 31, 2017 that the State 
Department notified the Gov-
ernment of Tonga that “we 
denied its request for Fletcher’s 
extradition”. 

He asked USDOJ to notify 
the Honolulu federal court of 

US Secretary of State denies Tonga’s 
request for Fletcher’s extradition

Fletcher wanted in Tonga for alleged murder of his wife

Local artist Regina Meredith Fitiao with the winner of this 
year’s “Best Pe’a” during last weekend’s Tisa’s Tattoo Fest in Alega.

[photo: courtesy](Continued on page 15)



HONOLULU (AP) — Hundreds of foreign 
fishermen currently confined to vessels in Hono-
lulu for years at a time would be allowed to come 
ashore when they dock under legislation intro-
duced Thursday in Congress.

The Sustainable Fishing Workforce Protec-
tion Act offers workplace protections a year after 
an Associated Press investigation found that 
Hawaii’s commercial fishing fleet is crewed by 
about 700 men who are never allowed off their 
boats, even when they come into the Honolulu 
Harbor to unload their catch.

Just a few miles from the sands of Waikiki, 
they work without visas, some making less than 
$1 an hour. Conditions vary — while some of 
the 140 boats are clean and safe, AP found some 
fishing crews living in squalor, forced to use 
buckets instead of toilets and suffering running 
sores from bed bugs. There have been instances 
of human trafficking, active tuberculosis and low 
food supplies.

They lack most basic labor protections during 
their one or two year stints onboard, catching 
premium tuna and swordfish sold at some of 
America’s most upscale grocery stores, hotels 
and restaurants.

Sen. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, who wrote the 
law, said she worked with a range of stakeholders 
in drafting the legislation. The Hawaii Longline 
Association and the Hawaii Seafood Council did 
not respond to requests for comment.

“This bill provides necessary protections for 
foreign fishermen and ensures the continued via-
bility of Hawaii’s longline fishing fleet, which is 
important to our culture,” Hirono said.

The bill, supported by all four of Hawaii’s 

representatives in the House and Senate, would 
close a loophole in the law that has allowed the 
Hawaii fleet to employ men from impoverished 
Southeast Asian and Pacific nations for a fraction 
of the pay an American worker would get, in part 
by collecting them by boat from Pacific islands.

Under the new law, the fishermen would get 
their visas in their home countries, just like other 
immigrants. This would allow them to fly into 
Honolulu for the fishing jobs, eliminating the 
two-week trip at sea. They also would be pro-
tected by federal labor law at the docks, and 
labor inspectors would join the Coast Guard for 
at sea protections. It was unclear whether salaries 
would be affected.

State Rep. Kaniela Ing said he was glad to see 
the legislation coming to fruition.

“It’s nice to see some action on the federal 
level. That’s really the only place it can be 
addressed in terms of the visas,” he said.

But he said Hawaii should adopt labor protec-
tions for the fishermen because the state Depart-
ment of Land and Natural Resources issues their 
fishing licenses. In particular, Ing said the state 
should review the contracts the workers sign.

“We never see what the workers agreed to. So 
we never know if there’s working violations,” he 
said.

Hawaii’s Attorney General Douglas Chin, 
who has ruled the men are lawfully admitted to 
the state and should be allowed to fish, said he 
hadn’t read the bill.

“But generally, anything that clarifies the visa 
status of foreign fishermen and protects them 
from exploitation is something I would support,” 
he said.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages  

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our 
email news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

Bill introduced allowing Hawaii’s 
foreign fishermen onshore 
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Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in whole or in part, is required. Please 

address such requests to the Publisher at the address provided above.
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FILE - This Feb. 26, 2016 file photo shows the entrance to St. Paul’s School in Concord, N.H. The 
prep school released a report in May 2017 detailing allegations of sexual abuse against a dozen men 
and one woman who worked at the school between 1947 and 1999. An addendum released late 
Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2017, includes five staffers not previously identified, and outlines abuse that 
occurred up to 2009.							        (AP Photo/Jim Cole, File)

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Over 4 million pounds of 
commercial fish landed in 
American Samoa was recorded 
for 2016, according to a new 
fishery report by the federal 
government. American Samoa 
is noted as currently home to 
one cannery and several fishing 
vessels.

American Samoa is included 
in the US National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s 109-page Fisheries of 
the United States 2016 Report 
released Wednesday morning, 
which was also during a national 
conference call between NOAA 
officials and reporters. 

Commercial and recre-
ational fisheries remain a strong 
contributor to the United States 
economy, according to NOAA 
Fisheries, which noted that it 
will release later a detailed look 
at the economic impact of rec-
reational and commercial fish-
eries on the US economy in the 
upcoming “Fisheries Economic 
of the United States” report.

The 2016 report shows 
among other things that the 
average American ate 14.9 
pounds of fish and shellfish 
last year, a decrease from 15.5 
pounds in 2015. U.S. dietary 
guidelines recommend 8-12 
ounces of a variety of seafood 
species per week, or 26 to 39 
pounds per person per year.

U.S COMMERCIAL 
LANDINGS

Commercial landings 
(edible and industrial) by U.S. 
fishermen at ports in the 50 
states were 9.6 billion pounds 
valued at $5.3 billion in 2016 
— a decrease of 145.6 million 
pounds (down 1.5%) and an 
increase of $108.7 million (up 
2.1%) compared to 2015. 

The 2016 average ex-vessel 
price paid to fishermen was 55 
cents per pound compared to 54 
cents per pound in 2015. 

Additionally, commercial 
landings by U.S. fishermen at 
ports outside the 50 states pro-
vided an additional 420.4 mil-
lion pounds valued at $277 mil-
lion. This was a decrease of 23 

percent, or 128 million pounds 
in quantity and a decrease of 
$7.2 million (2.5%) in value 
compared with 2015. 

Most of these landings con-
sisted of tuna landed in Amer-
ican Samoa and other foreign 
ports, according to the report 
which also provides a sec-
tion breaking down ‘Domestic 
Landings” for the US territories 
of American Samoa, Guam, 
Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico 
and US Virgin Islands. 

Overall landing for Amer-
ican Samoa totals over 4.16 
million pounds, valued at over 
$4.52 million. The highest fish 
species landing for American 
Samoa is albacore at 3.05 mil-
lion pounds, valued at $3.47 
million, according to the report, 
which shows that total “tuna” - 
e.g. albacore, big eye, skipjack, 
yellow fin and other — landing 
at 3.90 million pounds valued at 
$4.06 million. 

As reported last year by 
Samoa News, based on the 
2015 fisheries report, in the year 
2015 - for comparison - overall 
landing for American Samoa 
totals 5.01 million pounds, 
valued at $5.51 million. Total 
tuna landing was at 4.74 million 
pounds valued at $5.07 million.

TUNA LANDING
According to the report, 

landings of tuna by U.S. fish-
ermen at ports in the United 
States, American Samoa, other 
U.S. territories, and foreign 
ports in 2016 were 474.5 mil-
lion pounds valued at nearly 
$432.8 million—a decrease of 
almost 129.7 million pounds 
(more than 21 percent), but an 
increase of $12.5 million (3 per-
cent) compared with 2015. 

Additionally, average ex-
vessel price per pound of all 
species of tuna in 2016 was 91 
cents compared with 70 cents in 
2015.

While skipjack landings 
were the highest for 2016, 
at 377.3 million pounds, the 
report shows this is a decrease 
of 121.4 million pounds com-
pared to 2015. The average ex 
vessel price per pound was 66 

Over 4M pounds 
of commercial fish 
landed in American 

Samoa last year
Data is included in NOAA’s fishery report 

released Wednesday

(Continued on page 6)
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cents in 2016 compared to 51 
cents in 2015. 

CANNERY FISHERY 
PRODUCTS

The pack of canned fishery 
products in the 50 states, 
American Samoa, and Puerto 
Rico was 865.5 million pounds 
valued at $1.2 billion—a 
decrease in volume of 137.8 
million pounds and $286.5 mil-
lion dollars compared to 2015. 

It also says that the 2016 
pack included 576.1 million 
pounds with a value of $1.0 
billion for human consump-
tion and 289.4 million pounds 
valued at $215.7 million for bait 
and animal food. 

OTHER INFORMATION
In a national news release, 

NOAA says that in 2016, 
the U.S. imported 5.8 billion 
pounds of seafood (up 1 percent 
compared to 2015) worth $19.5 
billion (up 3.5 percent). How-
ever, a significant portion of this 

imported seafood is caught by 
American fishermen, exported 
overseas for processing, and 
then reimported to the United 
States, it says. 

NOAA points out that the 
U.S. ranks 16th in total aqua-
culture production around the 
world—far behind China, Indo-
nesia and India. In 2015, 1.4 bil-
lion pounds of aquaculture pro-
duction was reported in the U.S.

With the US importing bil-
lions of pounds of seafood 
annually, and with so much 
of that seafood foreign farm-
raised, “the numbers in this 
report underscore the untapped 
potential of aquaculture here at 
home,” said Secretary of Com-
merce Wilbur Ross.

“Expanding our nation’s 
aquaculture capacity presents 
an opportunity to reduce Amer-
ica’s reliance on imports while 
creating thousands of new 
jobs,” he said. 

WE’RE HIRING!
Position: MERCHANDISING REP
Responsibilities:  

•	 Daily	stock	merchandising	for	store	shelves
•	 Set	up	and	maintenance	of	displays
•	 Point	of	Sale	(bin)	assembly
•	 Following	planograms
•	 Communicating	with	store	staff	and	owners
•	 Daily	detailed	reporting	(emails	&	forms)

Requirements: 	
•	 Valid	ID	&	Social	Security
•	 Must	have	a	valid	Driver’s	License	(Private/Commercial)
•	 Must	be	computer	literate
•	 Honest	&	Reliable
•	 Organized	&	Enthusiastic
•	 Self-Motivated	&	Friendly
•	 Able	to	work	unsupervised

Apply	in	person	at	our	office	in	Tafuna,	Fagaima	Road	across	Hong	Laundromat.	
Only	applicants	required	for	interview	will	be	contacted	after	reviewing	applications.	
Please	call	699-8086	or	699-8297	for	details	on	location	only!

AMERICAN SAMOA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position Title: SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER (SBDC) NETWORK  
 STATE DIRECTOR FOR AMERICAN SAMOA (AS)
Employment Status: Full Time 12 Months (Two Year Contract with Benefits)
The SBDC Network State Director of American Samoa will serve as the authority to administer SBDC program in the United 
States Territory of American Samoa. The SBDC is located as part of the American Samoa Community College extension 
programs and the incumbent will report directly to the President of ASCC. The Network State Director will supervise the daily 
operations and system programs to clients, oversees development, management of guidelines, rules, regulations and policy 
of SBA programs and service. 
Responsibilities and Duties: 
•	 Oversee	the	State/Territory	wide	strategic	plan	development	and	deployment;	
•	 Provide	needs-based	services	and	professional	development	for	the	American	Samoa	SBDC;
•	 Possess	strong	coaching	skills	for	utilization	to	all	stakeholders	and	clients;
•	 Be	knowledgeable	and	willing	to	actively	manage	client,	stakeholder	relationships	and	market;
•	 Manage	marketing	and	promotional	activities	which	includes:	1.	ensuring	American	Samoa	Community	College	(ASCC);	 

2.	Small	Business	Administration	(SBA)	and	SBDC	branding	is	well	recognized	and	represents	a	quality	organization;	
•	 Measure,	analyze	and	maintain	performance	metrics	in	accordance	with	SBA	and	SBDC’s	agreed	upon	milestones	and	 

measures;	
•	 Manage	SBDC	scorecard	performance;
•	 Ensure	customer,	stakeholder	and	market	needs	are	understood	and	where	possible	measured;
•	 Ensure	security	and	confidentiality	of	client	information	and	efforts.
•	 Provide	and	manage	the	following	SBDC	services:	Counseling,	Business	Training,	Technology	transfer,	Research	and	 

Development,	Succession	Planning,	Continuity	Planning,	Community	assistance,	Export	assistance,	Government	‘
					contracting	assistance,	Regulatory	compliance;	
•	 Serve	in	institutional	committees	as	designated	by	President	as	a	leadership	member,	
•	 Oversee	the	planning,	development	and	implementation	of	SBDC	programs	within	the	College	and	in	the	Territory	of	 

American Samoa, 
•	 Supervise	all	SBDC	staff	and	ensure	governance	in	accordance	with	State	and	College	policies;
•	 Oversee	the	budget	and	utilization	of	all	program	monies	in	compliance	with	program	specifications.
•	 Perform	other	related	duties	as	required	by	President	of	College.	
Minimum Qualifications: 
•	 Possesses	a	Master’s	degree	required	in	Business	Administration,	or	related	field(s).	Doctor’s	degree	strongly	preferred;	
•	 Five	years	to	ten	years	of	experience	in	business	administration	or	similar	or	related	experience.	Military	experience	 

is	a	plus;	
•	 Knowledge	of	federal,	state	and	local	business	development	issues;
•	 Knowledge	managing	federal	grants,	Office	of	Management	and	Budget	(OMB)	requirements,	and/or	negotiating	 

agreements;
•	 Excellent	communication,	presentation	skills,	experience	working	in	team	environment;
•	 Proven	experience	in	building	and	maintaining	partnerships	and	working	with	diverse	client	base;	
•	 Must	be	proficient	with	MS	Office	Suite	software	and	Neoserra	–	client	training	and	advising	tracking.	
Salary: Salary will commensurate with degree and experience. ($ 45,000 + based on qualifications) 
Application Deadline: Open Until Filled 
Applications are available from American Samoa Community College, Human Resources Office www.amsamoa.edu/
employmentopportunities or main office at 699-9155 Ext. 441/428/429 or email: ascchumanresources@amsamoa.edu.

Small Business Development Center

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

GOP tax plan may 
offer little aid for 

many in middle class 

➧ Over 4M pounds...
Continued from page 4

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— House Republicans have 
stressed that the tax plan they 
unveiled Thursday is tailored to 
benefit America’s middle class. 
Just how much it would remains 
uncertain based on the details 
that have been provided so far.

What is clear is that many of 
the benefits for the middle class 
could dwindle over time, even 
while companies and wealthy 
individuals could enjoy lasting 
tax advantages.

The plan promises tax sav-
ings next year of $1,182 for 
a typical household of four 
with gross income of $59,000, 
leaving their tax bill at $400.

“We are focused on 
increasing paychecks in a major 
way,” said Rep. Kevin Brady, 
the Republican chairman of 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee.

But the proposal’s con-
flicting provisions and phase-
outs of certain benefits suggest 
that taxes could rise for some 
middle class earners over time. 
And for many, the income 
gains being touted by President 
Donald Trump are unlikely to 
materialize.

Some of these complications 
arise because under the budget 
instructions, the planned tax 
cuts can’t increase the national 
debt by more than $1.5 trillion 
over the next decade. Anything 
above $1.5 trillion would force 
Republicans to amend their plan 
to generate more revenue — a 
change that would likely prove 
difficult.

Trump has frequently said 
that this would be the biggest 
tax cut in U.S. history. But out-
side analyses show that that’s 
not the case.

The tax plan’s primary ben-

eficiaries would be wealthier 
Americans, who would enjoy 
lower tax rates despite the elim-
ination of some breaks, a repeal 
of the so-called alternative min-
imum tax and the termination of 
the estate tax.

“With the details they’ve 
presented to us so far, it looks 
like the tax cut benefits the 
wealthy and major corpora-
tions,” said Martin Sullivan, 
chief economist at Tax Analysts 
and a former staff economist at 
the Treasury Department. “In 
fact, if you have a large family, 
given the facts that we have 
now, that you would pay more 
in taxes.”

Here’s why:
A married couple making 

less than $90,000 would be 
taxed at a 12 percent rate, 
instead of the current 15 per-
cent. The size of their standard 
deduction would nearly double 
to $24,000.

But that same couple would 
lose personal exemptions — 
deductions that largely benefit 
families with multiple children. 
The child tax credit would rise 
to $1,600 from $1,000 — short 
of the $2,000 that Sullivan said 
would be needed to make many 
families whole.

The tax plan would also 
repeal the deduction of sub-
stantial medical costs, including 
what families might spend on 
nursing home care. Nor could 
people with student loans 
deduct the interest paid on the 
debt anymore.

And the plan would cap the 
deduction of state and local 
taxes. It also would use a less 
generous measure of inflation, 
so that more middle class tax-
payers would creep into a higher 
bracket over several years.
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TSM MART
699-6312

CHICKEN LEG 20LB ............................... $12.50/cs
TURKEY TAIL ......................................... $15.75/cs
BONELESS BEEF ................................... $3.39/lb
LAMB FLAP ........................................... $3.70/lb
LAMB NECK .......................................... $2.90/lb
BOTTOM ROUND ................................... $2.91/lb

SPECIALS!  SPECIALS!  SPECIALS!
NOV 3 - NOV 11, 2017

NEW ARRIVALS OF CAR 
ACCESSORIES, BEDDING, BABY  

ITEMS, MATERIAL, KITCHEN 
STUFF AND SCHOOL SUPPLY.

SHRIMP 31-40 – 2LB ............................ $12.25/pk
SAUSAGE 10LB ..................................... $12.50/cs
SWAII FILLET ........................................ $2.70/lb
DIAMOND RICE 50LB ............................ $24.50/bag
GOLDEN STATE 50LB ............................ $21.95/bag
FRC RICE 40LB ..................................... $17.99/bag

SMART MILK ........................................ $11.95/cs
STARKIST TUNA 12/5oz ........................ $13.95/cs
SF FLOUR  --  2lb .................................. $1.05/pk
SF FLOUR  --  5lb .................................. $2.25/pk
SF FLOUR  -- 10lb ................................. $4.40/pk
SUGAR -1kg ......................................... $.99/pk

SUGAR -2kg ......................................... $2.05/pk
SUGAR -4kg ......................................... $4.10/pk
SF OIL – 24oz ....................................... $1.45/pc
SF OIL -40 oz ........................................ $2.20/pc
SF OIL -64oz ......................................... $3.45/pc
SF OIL -128oz ....................................... $6.95/pc



tusia Ausage Fausia
E le o se taimi faigofie 

lenei i le faigamalo a Lolo ma 
Lemanu, e mafua mai i le tele o 
lu’itau i  le itu tau tupe o lea ua 
fetaia’i nei ma le malo, a o lea 
fa’atoa amata le Kuata muamua 
o le tausaga tupe fou 2018.

Na fa’ailoa e le afioga i le 
ali’i Kovana ia Lolo Matalasi 
Moliga i le fonotaga a le Kape-
neta i le vaiaso i ona tua atu, o 
le ulua’i 4 masina muamua o le 
tausaga tupe fou lenei, e le o se 
taimi faigofie lea i le faigamalo, 
ona o le tele o lu’itau ua fetaia’i 
ma le malo i le itu tupe tau tupe.

E mafua lea saunoaga mai 
le Ta’ita’i o le atunu’u, e pei 
ona taua i lana saunoaga i luma 
o le Kapeneta, e mafua mai i 
tulaga lea ua taoto ai pili tupe 
sa tu’uina atu e le faigamalo i 
luma o le Fono Faitulafono mo 
le pasiaina, ae foliga mai ua i ai 
se fa’aletonu i lenei taumafaiga.

“O ulua’i vaiaso o le Kuata 
muamua o le tausaga tupe lenei 
ua mae’a atu, e le o se taimi 
faigofie lea i le tatou faigamalo, 
e mafua lea tulaga, e le gata i le 

tele o fesuiaiga mai le malo tele, 
a o lea fo’i o loo maitauina ni 
isi o tulaga le mautu i fuafuaga 
sa tuuina atu i le Fono Faitula-
fono e ala i a tatou pili tupe, ae 
le avea nei fa’afitauli ma lu’itau 
ma auala tatou te fa’avaivai ai 
ma solomuli,” o le saunoaga 
fa’alototele lea a le ali’i kovana.

O lagona ma mafaufauga 
o le atunu’u i fesuiaiga ua i ai 
le fa’atautaiga o gaioiga ma 
galuega a le malo, o le isi lea 
itu na taua e le ali’i kovana o 
lo o mafua mai ai lu’itau ma 
fa’afitauli, peita’i e le avea ia 
auala ma itu e faaloto vaivai ai 
Ta’ita’i o le malo mai lo latou 
fa’atinoina o galuega lelei e 
manuia ai le atunu’u.

Na aofia i le saunoaga a le 
ali’i kovana le va feagai o le 
faigamalo ma le Fono Faitula-
fono, aemaise lava i le talano-
aina o pili tupe sa fa’amoemoe 
e maua mai ai se fesoasoani mo 
le malo.

Saunoa Lolo e fa’apea, e 
i ai lona talitonuga sa i ai le 
fa’aletonu i le pito laau a le 
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Tele lu’itau feagai ma 
le malo i le itu tau tupe

(Continued on page 11)
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tusia Ausage Fausia
O le alia’e mai ai o ni isi o tulaga fa’aletonu 

ua a’afia ai meatotino ma le tautua a le malo, ua 
fautuaina ai e le afioga i le ali’i Kovana ia Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga afioga i Fa’atonusili o Mataga-
luega ma Ofisa uma a le malo, ina ia tausisi i le 
tulafono o lo o fa’atautaia ai galuega a le malo, 
ina ia taofia ai le tutupu o fa’afitauli o lo o a’afia 
ai le malo i le tele o taimi.

O lea saunoaga mai le Ta’ita’i o le atunu’u, na 
tuuina atu lea i le fonotaga a le Kapeneta sa faia i 
le vaiaso na te’a nei, ae lei tu’u va’a ese atu ai ma 
le atunu’u i le po o le aso Gafua o le vaiaso nei 
mo fonotaga o lo o faia i Amerika.

Saunoa Lolo e fa’apea, o aitalafu a le malo 
i pisinisi tua lea ua pagatia ai le malo e totogi, 
o aitalafu sa faia e tagata faigaluega a le malo e 
aunoa ma le silafia e a latou Fa’atonusili.

Ona o lea tulaga, ua fa’ateia ai le malo i tusi 
mai ni isi o kamupani ma pisinisi tua, e talo-
sagaina ai le malo ina ia totogi atu tupe o loo 
aitalafu ai, e aunoa ma le silafia e le malo o nei 
aitalafu.

Mo se fa’ata’ita’iga e pei ona saunoa le ali’i 
kovana, e i ai le aitalafu e $6,000 a le malo i le 
kamupani a le Samoa Marketing, lea ua maua 
mulimuli ane o aitalafu lava na faia e tagata fai-
galuega a le malo e aunoa ma le silafia e le malo 
poo le fa’atonusili o lea ofisa.

“O le isi mataupu ua oo mai ia te a’u, o le ink 
e $25 na alu le isi tagata faigaluega a le malo 
fa’atau mai i se tasi o faleoloa, ona tago lea ua 
saini le pepa ina ia totogi ai e le malo le ink lea, 
e aunoa ma lona logoina o lana Fa’atonu e uiga i 
lea aitalafu,” o le saunoaga lea a le ali’i kovana.

Saunoa Lolo i Fa’atonusili e fa’apea, e mafua 
ona tutupu fa’aletonu fa’apenei, e mafua mai i le 
fa’atamala o Fa’atonusili, i lo latou tu’u tia’i lea 
o le fa’atautaiga o le Ofisa e fa’agaioi e tagata 

faigaluega, ae o le tiute tonu lea na mafua ai ona 
tofia i latou e fai ma Ta’ita’i.

“O le mafua’aga tonu lava lea na ala ai ona 
tofia outou e fai ma Fa’atonusili, ina ia outou 
iloa le mea tonu e tatau ona fai atoa ai ma le 
fa’amalosia o tulafono e ala i le puleaina o gaioiga 
uma i totonu o le malo,” o le saunoaga lea a Lolo.

“Afai e te tu’u tia’i lau matagaluega e fa’afoe 
e le isi tagata sinia i lou Ofisa, e le mafai ona 
taofia le aliali mai pea o tulaga fa’aletonu nei i 
totonu o matagaluega a le malo. O lou tiute o le 
Fa’atonusili, ia e iloa gaioiga uma o loo tutupu i 
totonu o lou Ofisa. Ia fautuaina fo’i tagata faigal-
uega ina ia fa’amaoni i le tausiaina o tulafono ma 
mulimuli i ai.”

“E mafua ona tulaga pagatia le malo i aitalafu 
fa’apenei, ona e le o silafia e oe le Fa’atonusili 
gaioiga a lau aufaigaluega o lo o faia. O lou tiute 
o le faia o fa’aiuga e manuia ai lau matagaluega.”

Saunoa Lolo e fa’apea, ua uma ona la fautuaina 
ma le Lutena Kovana ia Lemanu Peleti Mauga 
pisinisi ma kamupani eseese uma i le atunu’u, ina 
ia aua ne’i o latou toe taliaina ni aitalafu e faia e 
tagata faigaluega a le malo, e aunoa ma le silafia e 
Fa’atonusili poo le malo fo’i.  Sa ia taua se tasi o 
fa’afitauli ua maitauina i le taimi nei, o le taofi atu 
o malaga a tagata faigaluega mo atunu’u i fafo, ae 
tulioso tagata faigaluega ua fa’a aitalafu a latou 
pasese i le kamupani va’alele, ma le fa’amoemoe 
e fo’i mai ona fa’atoa togi togi atu lea.

Na taua e le ali’i kovana le mae’a fo’i ona fau-
tuaina le kamupani va’alele i tulaga fa’apea, ma 
ua latou nofouta fo’i, e le toe totogiina e le malo 
ni isi aitalafu i le lumana’i e alia’e mai ai tulaga 
fa’apenei.

Sa ia fautuaina lana kapeneta ina ia galulue 
fa’atasi mo le manuia o le malo, ma ia faia gaioiga 
uma e fa’aauau ai ona talitonuina e le atunu’u le 
faigamalo.

IN THE COMMUNITY
(Courtesy Photos)

O le vaega amata o le fa’atinoga o le Ata Pese Twinderella, sa va’aia ai le vaega lea, o lo’o fia 
maimoa ma fa’afofoga i le tala’aga o Cinderella ma le tama o Bob, ma o lo’o fa’asoa i latou i le tala 
na latou fa’alogo muamua ai.						                [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

Fautuaina Fa’atonusili ina ia 
mulimuli i le tulafono

tusia: Leua Aiono Frost
TUPE A LE MALO SESE 

ONA FA’AUIA
Ua matauina le a’afia o le 

faigamalo a Amerika Samoa i 
le a’afiaga tau osofa’iga i luga 
o feso’ota’iga o initeneti ma ua 
lusi atu ai le $200,000 sa tatau 

ona totogia ai se pili o se tasi 
kamupani e le Matagaluega o le 
DHSS.

Peita’i o se tasi o le aufai-
galuega a le Vaega o Tupe a le 
Malo sa talia lea feso’ota’iga 
ma ua ia auina atu le peimeni 
na mo’omia mai, ae ua ave sese 

aga’i i le teugatupei a le tagata 
sofa’i, ae le o le vaega na tatau 
ona totogia sa’o i ai lea pili. Ua 
fa’auia mai e lena sui le teu-
gatupe e le o le teugatupe a le 
Ofisa tonu sa fefa’ataua’i ma le 
DHSS.

(Faaauau itulau 11)
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Ua fa’ailoa mai i tala ua 
mua’i fa’asalalauina, e to’alua 
sui o le Matagaluega o Tupe 
ua fa’amaonia maia, ua mae’a 
ona avea le tinoitupe ua ta’ua i 
luga ma le manatu  lava o lo’o 
totogia i lea kamupami.

I le taimi tonu o lea 
fa’aletonu, e le’i i’inei le teu-
tupe a le Malo, Ueligitone 
Tonumaipe’a, peita’i o le taimi 
lea sa tau’avea ai e Tina Va’a le 
Ofisa o Tupe. 

Ina ua fa’auia e le DHSS le 
talosaga mai le vendor poo le 
Ofisa sa fefa’ataua’i ma i latou, 
le talosaga mo se peimeni i le 
vaega ale Treasury, ua mae’a 
faauia atu i ai ma le numera o 
le teugatuope e totogia i ai lea 
peimeni. O le ala lea ua sasi ai 
le mataupu mai le Ofisa o Tupe.

E le’i tele ni aso talu ona 
fa’auia lea peimeni ae toe mata-
ituina e le DHSS ua sasi le teu-
gatupe ua ave i ai le totogi o le 
tautua.

O lea ua o’o mai le 
fa’asologa o a’oa’oga fa’apitoa 
a le Matagaluega o le Puipuiga 
o le Saogalemu Fa’alotoifale o 
le tatou Malo i le sailiiliga ma 
le fa’asaoina o fa’amaumauga 
taua mai le sofa’ia e ituaiga 
tagata nei e solitulafono o le 
‘ave fa’agaoi o fa’amaumauga i 
luga o le Initeneti.

I lea a’oa’oga, sa matauina 
e tele vaega o le Malo e le’i 
fa’ao’o atu o latou sui IT mo lea 
aoaoga fa’apitoa. 

“O le ituaiga mea lea e 
afua mai le feso’ota’i umi o le 
Komipiuta i luga o laina a le 
Initeneti. Aua o le umi e mafai 
ai ona oso ane le tagata sofa’i 
fa’amaumauga, ma maimoa 
i fa’amaumauga uma lava o i 
totonu o lau komipiuta ae ete 
le o iloa,” o se tala lea mai le 
a’oa’oga fa’apitoa sa tapena e 
le TEEX mai Texas o le Kamu-
pani fa’akonekarate e le FEMA 
latou te faia a’oa’oga eseese 
mo le tausiga o le saogalemu 
fa’alotoifale o Amerika atoa.

“O le isi mea, e afua mai ona 
gaoia fa’apena fa’amaumauga, 
ona o oe lava i lou tago ma 
fa’amau pe fe’avea’i au 
fa’amaumauga i luga o laina 

o feso’ota’iga a le Initeneti, 
masalo e aoga mo si au fanau, 
pe mo’omia fo’i ona o talosaga 
o au visa ma pepa femalaga’i, ae 
a uma loa, ona e toe ave’esea lea 
pe tape ese mai lau Komipiuta,” 
o fautuaga lea mai le TEEX. 

“O talanoaga i luga o Face-
book ma Twitter fa’apea ma 
Emeli, o mea uma lava na e 
mafai ona sofa’i e tagata nei ua 
solitulafono i luga o le Initeneti. 
E mautinoa e le’i i ai se Cyber-
security ua mae’a fa’atulaga 
mo le tatou malo. O lea fa’ato’a 
taumafai e fa’ata’ita’ia le faiva i 
nei alo uma o le malo e tutula’i 
i tofi IT mo matagaluega ma 
vaega ta’tiasi o le Malo, e ao ina 
mataituina fa’amaumauga taua 
tele mo fefa’ataua’iga i luga o 
laina a le Initeneti,” o se tasi lea 
o saunoaga a Antonio Watson o 
le TEEX.

MAUA ATALI’I O SAMOA 
TAMA TINO LELEI A LE 

OCEANIA:
O le ali’i Samoa, ia Johnny 

Afoa, ua ia mauaina le Pine 
Auro pe togisilia fo’i i le tau-
vaga Tama Tino Lelei a le Oce-
ania, sa faia i Sydney, Ausetalia 
i le fa’aiuga o le vaiaso na te’a 
nei.

O ia lea o lo’o kolenia ma 
fa’aleleia atili le tausiga o lona 
tino i Ausetalia, ae o lo’o tauva 
mo Samoa.

Fa’aalia e le Samoa Body 
Building Association, “O se tasi 
lea o alo o Samoa o lo’o ua fili-
filia e tapena mo se pine a Samoa 
i le Olimipeka, pe afai lava ae 
tumau ai i lana taumafaiga se’ia 
o’o i lea vaitau. Ua iloga fo’i, 
o lo’o aga’i lava i luma tauma-
faiga a Johnny Afoa. Fa’amalo 
fo’i i lona sogasoga aua se ‘ai 
o Samoa fa’avaomalo uma o le 
Lalolagi.”  O le maua e ia o le 
Pine Auro i le Oceania, o se mea 
lelei fo’i lea aua ua fa’amautu ai 
lona ulufale i le Olimipeka o 
olioli mai.

Ua tapena Afoa e maimo-
aina e le mamalu o le atunu’u 
ma aiga i le “Mr Samoa” lea e 
fa’atautaia ia Novema 25, 2017, 
ae faia i le Tanoa.

TWINDERELLA - ATA O 
PESEGA, FOA’I MO LE 

KOLUSE MUMU:
O le ata fa’asolo o le Twin-

derella, O se Ata o Pesega, sa 
tapena i ai le Dancing Fingers 
ma le Silipa’s Playhouse ina ia 
avea ma se ala e saili tupe ai 
mo le Koluse Mumu o Amerika 
Samoa, sa fa’ataunuu i le Gov. 
Rex Lee Auditorium i Utulei 
i le afiafi o le aso Lulu o le 
vaiaso lenei.   O lea ata pese ua 
fa’amatalaina ai le olaga pologa 
o Cinderella lea sa fa’atino e 
Heavenly A. Tua’au, fa’atasi 
ai ma le tama o Bob, o se ali’i 
fia ta’alo Baseball, sa fa’atinoa 
lea e Letiunasema Niusila. O 
le tala ua masani ai tatou, na 
maua le Perenise e fa’aipoipo 
i ai Cinderella, ae i’u lelei fo’i 
le olaga o Bob na alofagia e le 
Purinisese.

Peita’i mai le amataga sa 
fa’aosofia lagona lelei ona 

o le folasaga sa saunia e le 
ali’i Samoa ua lauiloa ona ata 
fa’atino fa’atifaga, Tuiasau 
Uelese Petaia, ma ia fa’ailoa ai, 
“O le faatinoga o ata fa’apenei 
e le fanau, e aumaia ai o latou 
lagona lilo. E le mafai ona tau-
tala mai le isi tamaititi e fa’ailoa 
ona lagona, ae sili atu ia te ia 
ona fa’atino fa’apenei.”

“O lo’o ia i tatou fanau lea 
taleni, aua natia, ae fa’aosofia 
atili a latou taleni ma tu’u 
avanoa i ai i tatou matua, ma 
avea ma mea e saili ai e ia lona 
olaga i le lumana’i.”

Ua tolu nei ata tifaga e 
fa’ailo ai a’oa’oga lelei ua avea 
ai Petaia ma se tasi e autu i ai 
nei ata.

O le tama’ita’i fa’apitoa 
o Roseta Smith, e valu ona 
tausaga, sa avea ma tama’ita’i 

pese na te tatalaina le sauniga 
pu’upu’u i lana pese e fiafia ai 
tele. O le ali’i talavou o Leauma 
Sambo Mareko, fitu tausaga le 
matua, sa siitia le tatalo amata 
e tatala ai lea fa’atinoga a le 
fanau. 

Ua matauina o matua ma 
aiga, na lolofi atu e maimoa 
taumafaiga a le fanau.   Ma sa 
auai le tina o le atunu’u, Cyn-
thia Malala Moliga, ma le Sui i 
le Konekeresi o le tatou Malo, 
Aumua Amata.

O le a le maua se tala 
i le aofaiga o le seleni ua 
tu’ufa’atasia, aua o lo ua toe 
fa’atino fo’i lenei ata pese i le 
afiafi ananafi.

faigamalo, i le auala na tuuina 
atu ai pili tupe i luma o le Fono 
Faitulafono. E mafua lea tulaga, 
ona sa ese le vaai a le faigamalo 
i auala e tatau ona iloiloina ai e 
Senatoa ma Faipule pili tupe, 
ese fo’i le silasila a le Fono 
Faitulafono i le taimi na taunu’u 
atu ai pili tupe nei.  “Sa tatou 
fa’amoemoe e tatau ona pasia e 
le Fono Faitulafono le lafoga o 
oloa e 7% ina ia fesoasoani ai i 
tupe maua a le malo, peita’i ina 
ua taunu’u atu a tatou pili tupe, 
sa ese fo’i le silasila a le Fono 
Faitulafono, lea ua mafua ai ona 
faia la latou fa’aiuga. Tatou te 
le tuuaia le Fono Faitulafono, ae 
tatau ona tatou toe vaavaai i se 
auala e fa’aleleia atili ai a tatou 
pili tupe, a o lei toe tu’uina atu i 
luma o le Fono Faitulafono i le 
tausaga fou,” o le saunoaga lea 
a Lolo.

Ua i ai le fa’amoemoe e pei 
ona saunoa le ali’i kovana, o le 
a toe galulue le faigamalo i le 
toe fa’aupuina o ana pili tupe 
ina ia atoatoa ma lelei, e aofia 
ai ma le taumafaiga ina ia tu’u 
fa’atasi ni isi o pili tupe ina ia 
tasi ai ma faigofie le gagana o le 
tulafono, a o le i toe tuuina atu i 
luma o le Fono Faitulafono i le 
tausaga fou.

Na faamaonia e Lolo i luma 
o le Kapeneta, le mae’a lea 
ona latou fono ma Ta’ita’i o le 
Fono Faitulafono e uiga i lenei 
mataupu, ma ua malilie fo’i 
i laua i le auala lea o le a faia 
e le faigamalo, o le teena o ni 
isi o pili tupe ua uma ona pasia 
e Senatoa ma Faipule, ina ia 
mafai ai ona toe faia ni isi teu-
teuga e fa’aleleia atili ai, a o 
lumana’i ai le tuuina atu i luma 
o le Fono Faitulafono.
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FAASILASILAGA
Ua ou tu nei i le mauga o Ele, ae o’u matamata i le fa’asouga o ao ma ao i le mauga o ao.  Ua ou tu fo’i i le Pula ae 

ou te matamata i le filisama i le mauga o Liulaumea.  Ae ou te ui ai nei i ala silia i le mauga o Utumaua aua ua pau le 
fale-selau ua paia ma mamalu oe Samoa. O ou paia Samoa e afua mai i le ma’a peilua i le Taisamasama o le Tui Manu’a, 
se’ia pa’ia le ma’a Tala’i mai le Tai ‘Ulaula o le Nafanua ou te fa’atulou atu, Tulou, Tulou, Tulouna lava.  Nu’unu’u atu ia i le 
Fetalaiga i To’oto’o o le Faleula, Tama Matua ma Ponao’o, Tumua ma Pule latou te lima-matuaina Paia ma Sa o Samoa.

Paia foi o le Talalelei a le Atua, fa’ata’alolo ae fausaga potopoto i lana Aufaigaluega paia o lo’o tala-fa’auto i itu e fia o 
Samoa ma le lalolagi atoa. Paia o lau faigamalo Tutuila ma Manu’a, ae tainane le malo tuto’atasi o Samoa, ou te fa’atulou 
atu, Tulou, Tulou, Tulouna lava.

Mapu ane la ia i le to’o , ae fa’aepa lou sa Talatala Samoa.  A’o lenei fa’asalalauga e fa’asino tonu lava i le paia ma 
le maualuga o lo’u aiga Sa MALAEPULE i le afioaga o Olosega, Manu’a.  Aiga o lo’o tapua’i mamao mai i Atunu’u i fafo, 
aemaise aiga o lo’o papa a’ao i Samoa nei.  Ua malo le onosa’i, malo fai o le faiva o le tapua’i.  Aua o lea ua tafa manino 
nei le ata o le ana nai i le Tufamoe.  Ua moe malu fo’i le ata i fogalefasa.  Aua o lea ua mapu le seuga nai le Fiatele.  Ua 
ifo le fuifui i le na’a, ina ua tasi moemoe le finagalo o Aiga e fai a’u ma auauna e tausia lo tatou aiga.  E momoli atu ai le 
agaga fa’afetai tele i le paia o lo tatou aiga.  Susuga i Fa’afeagaiga, Tupu ma Tamali’i, Tama ma Tina matutua o le aiga, 
aemaise suli uma o le Suafa MALAEPULE sa auai i le fa’amoemoe o Aiga.  La outou pule lea ua ou siva ai nei i lagi o tau, 
ma sa’a ai i le ma’o o malie.  Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai Tele Lava.

E fa’amalulu atu i le paia o lo tatou aiga ona o le taimi.  A ua iai se manatu ia te a’u, o le a o’o i le Nu’u ma le Itumalo i 
le aso 22, 23 o le masina lenei o Novema.

POLOKALAMA E FA’APEA:
Novema 13 - 16: Feiloa’i ma aiga i Tutuila
Novema 17 Feiloa’i ma Paolo
Novema 21 Malaga le va’a mo Manu’a
Novema 22 I le itula 6 i le afiafi, o le sauniga e fa’apia ai le nofo i le Malumalu lava i Olosega
Novema 23: I le 9:00 i le taeao, feiloa’i ma le Nu’u ma le Itumalo
Tatalo i le Atua ia fa’ataunu’u le fa’amoemoe o le Aiga i le aso ua atofaina.  Lagi e mama le paia lasilasi o lo tatou aiga.  

Manu teleina le tapuaiga i le Atunu’u.
I le fa’aaloalo ma le ava tele,
To’oto’o - Malaepule Fuega Saite Moliga

Faasalalaluga o le 
Suafa ATIULAGI

O lo’o ua to’a le Tai sua, Ae goagoa le tai o To’oto’o, Ua fotupule le faiva o tama. Ina ua manino 
le taeao filemu i le tausiga alofa a le Atua. 
O paia i fale ma paia i fafo. O paia mai anamua, e le toe liua. 
Ae tau lava ina ou pa’i i le paia o le au Ositaulaga, o latou o lo’o faapupuna paulia i lea 
fatafaitaulaga ma lea fatafaitaulaga. Aua le nono manu i luma o le Atua i faamoemoega aiga ae 
maise le atunuu. 
Faa’agafua laia o so’u leo vaivai ma le fa’aaloalo, e fai ai a’u ma fofoga tau molimoli o Suli, Gafa 
o le aiga o le Suafa o le To’oto’o o le “ATIULAGI” Luma Ta’u Manua. 
O le a toe usuia se tasi fonotaga e saili ai se ua alofa ma agava’a na te tautuaina le aiga i Luma, 
Ta’u Manua i le aso 11 o Novema 2017, i le 10 i le taeao. 
Tau ina ia alofa le Atua, faalaolao peau o le sami ma ia toto’a fo’i ao o le lagi, lafu lemu le lauelele 
aua le feta’aloloa’i o aiga. 
Alofa le Atua ia molio’o lo outou soifua ma si o tatou ola aua lea aso faamoemoeina. 
Sainia, 
Suli ma e o lo’o tausia le aiga o le “ATIULAGI”
Soifua. 

➧ Tele lu’itau…
Mai itulau 9

➧ Tala i Vaifanua…
Mai itulau 10
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tusia Ausage Fauia
LOMtITUSI AFELE

Ua tuuaia nei e le 
fa’amasinoga le ali’i o Lomi-
tusi Afele i le moliaga mamafa 
o le ave ta’avale a o se’i lona 
laisene. E ese mai i le moliaga 
lea, o lo o fa’agasolo fo’i i luma 
o le fa’amasinoga fa’aitumalo 
iloiloga o le isi mataupu o lo o 
faia fa’asaga ia te ia, lea o lo o 
tu’uaia ai o ia i le moliaga o le 
fa’aoolima i le tulaga tolu ma 
le fa’atupu vevesi i nofoaga 
faitele.

O nei mataupu uma o lo 
o iloiloina uma i luma o le 
Fa’amasinoga Fa’aitumalo, i 
lalo o le fa’ataugaia a le afioga i 
le ali’i Fa’amasino ia Fitu Sunia.  
O le moliaga o le ave ta’avale 
a o se’i le laisene fa’asaga ia 
Afele, na afua mai i le masina 
na te’a nei, ina ua taofia e 
Leoleo se ta’avale pikiapu lanu 
enaena na molimauina le alu 
saoasaoa i luga o le auala a le 
malo i Tafuna.

Ina ua taofia e Leoleo le 
ta’avale, na iloa ai o le ali’i 
o Afele o lo o fa’afoeina le 
ta’avale. Ina ua fesiligia o ia i 
lona laisene, na ta’utino ai le ua 
molia i Leoleo, o lo o se’i e le 
Fa’amasinoga lana laisene mo 
le 6 masina, e mafua mai ina ua 
ta’usala o ia i le moliaga mama 
o le ave ta’avale ‘ona i nai 
masina e le i mamao atu.

I le aso na lau ai le fa’asalaga 
a Afele ina ua ta’usala o ia i le 
moliaga o le ave ta’avale ‘ona, 
sa matua fautuaina malosi ai o ia 
ina ia aua ne’i ona toe fa’afoeina 
se ta’avale ao se’i lona laisene. 
Afai ae maua o ia ua ia le usitaia 
lea poloaiga, e ono mafai ona 
molia o ia e le malo i le moliaga 
mamafa o le ave ta’avale ae o 
lo o se’i le laisene. Afai fo’i ae 
fa’amaonia, e ono mafai ona 
fa’asala o ia i se fa’asalaga 
fa’a falepuipui e le silia i le 5 
tausaga, ae fa’amalosia ai lona 
tuliina o aso e 90 i le toese.

O lo o tatala pea i tua Afele 
e fa’atali ai taualumaga o lana 
mataupu lea o lo o fa’agasolo 
i luma o le fa’amasinoga 
fa’aitumalo i le taimi nei. O ni 
isi o tuutuuga a le fa’amasinoga 
ua tuuina atu ia te ia, o le fa’asa 
lea ona ia toe fa’afoeina se 
ta’avale a o fa’atalitali ai se 
fa’aiuga o lana mataupu.

FELISE AMITUANA’I
O le masina o Tesema 

lea ua fa’atulaga e lau ai le 
fa’asalaga a le ali’i o Felise 
Amituana’i, ina ua fa’amaonia 
e le fa’amasinoga maualuga le 
moliaga o le fa’ao’olima i le 
tulaga lua e pei ona tu’uaia ai o 
ia e le malo.   O le moliaga e 
pei ona ta’usala ai Amituana’i 
e le fa’amasinoga maualuga, 
na afua mai i se fa’alavelave 
na tula’i mai i Aua i le masina 
o Iulai na te’a nei, lea na ia 
fa’aaogaina ai se a’upega malo 
e fa’ao’o ai manu’a tuga i le ulu 
o le ali’i na a’afia, e mafua mai i 
se feeseeseaiga na alia’e mai i le 
taimi o le latou inugapia sa faia.

I le tali ioe ai o Amituana’i i le 
moliaga e pei ona ta’usala ai o ia 
e le fa’amasinoga, sa ia ta’utino 

ai i le fa’amasinoga maualuga e 
fa’apea, i se taimi o le masina o 
Iulai na te’a nei i Aua, a o faia 
sa latou inugapia ma ni isi o ana 
uo, sa ia fa’aoolima ai i le ali’i 
na a’afia ma manu’a ai o ia.

Na ta’utino Amituana’i e 
fa’apea, o se laupapa sa ta’atia 
i tafatafa o le nofoaga sa faia ai 
la latou inugapia, sa ia fa’aaoga 
e fa’ao’o ai manu’a i le ali’i na 
a’afia. Sa ia ta’utino atili fo’i e 
fa’apea, o lana gaioiga sa faia i 
lea aso sa le tusa lea ma ala o le 
tulafono.

O lo o taofia pea Amituana’i 
i le toese i Tafuna i le taimi e 
fa’atali ai le aso lea ua fa’atulaga 
e lau ai lana fa’asalaga. O le 
moliaga o le fa’aoolima i le 
tulaga lua, o se solitulafono 
mamafa i le vaega D, e mafai 
ona fa’asala ai se tasi i le toese 
mo le umi e le silia i le 5 tausaga, 
pe fa’asala fo’i i le salatupe e le 
silia i le $5,000, poo le fa’asala 
fo’i i fa’asalaga uma ia e lua.

     Ae lei Malaga loa le fua i le malu o le tai taeao, e ao lava ona afea lape o upu aua e faigata vasa tetele o 
aiga, ae a suli ma feoi o le aiga o Sa-Sa’umani, o futu na soifua e to’ala faaautama i le suafa, tulou. Ae le’i alo-
faiva foi le aliiseu i le toaga mafana ma le fuifui lea ua toto ifo I le fogatia, e ao ina ia aua nei seu taafilia le na’a 
ae ao lava ina seu matatoaga, aua paia faaufigata e pei o le tala i le Siisiialafia ma lona aiga, tainane mamalu 
faasufigata e pei o le tala e fai i le alofisa ma le agatonu fesilafa’I o le atunu’u, tulou, tulou, tulouna lava.

     Tulou le paia maualuga o taulaga soifua o lenei aiga, o lupe na fa’ia mai le fuifui, a’o o ni lupe foi o loo 
faalele i tafa e fia o le Talalelei.  Faatulou atu foi I le malae ma le tupua i Asotau, i le afio o lau Afioga Satele, 
le alo o Salamasina, Afifio Alo o Fanene, Susu le Sa’o ia Tuiasina ma le aiga Tuiasina, Ae puipui i le fetalaiga 
Falealili ma Faletolu.  O paia lava ia o Vailoa ma Tuaulu.  Faatulou foi i suli ma feoi, e tau i le suafa Te’o, o 
Alo o Fanene, Tainane paolo ma gafa na sailimalo a’o ni mulivai fetafea’i  matou te malu ai ia Samoa ma le 
atuvasa.  Nuunuu la paia ia faatini o tausala i Tootoo ma Tama Matua, tainane foi le usuga a Tumua ma Pule, 
aua o lo latou gafa tausi vaatele lea i ai.

Ae o le a fagatonu le malama ma vilitonu le ifi a Maina, e logopuialii ai le mamalu o lo tatou aiga e uiga i lenei 
faasalalauga taua.  O le a tatou fesilafa’i ma umufono talatala i le aso 4 o Novema i le maota i FALENU I 
VAILOA, i le itula e 9.00 i le taeao. O lenei fesilafaiga o le a tatou fale ai i se tasi e tausia lo tatou aiga, aua 
ua leva ona faalupe i le vao le suafa o lo tatou aiga. O le mea lea,  faamolemole, ia tausisia mai le aso ua 
tuupoina mo lenei faamoemoe taua.
O le a avea lou le afio mai, e toe tolopo ai fuafuaga a aiga ua taoto i lagotonu. O la’u tatalo, ia molioo e le Atua 
mamana lo outou soifua manuia i lea aso atofaina.

Oute faatulou atu i le paia ma le mamalu o le Atunuu, ona o se faasalalauga sa faia i le aso 13 o Oketopa e 
Peni Sapini, o lana faasalalauga sa faia mo ia lava. E le o sana matafaioi lea. 
Ma lo’u faaaloalo lava e tatau ai

Soifua
Fauolevavau Lopati Tuatagaloa
Fofoga o le aiga.

FA’ASALALAUGA
TALANOAGA SUAFA TE’O, ALO O FANENE I VAILOA
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to pay restitution of $5,100 and 
he is to submit himself for drug 
testing to ensure he stays clean 
while on probation.

According to court docu-
ments, $5,100 was missing 
from the victim’s bank account, 
and the victim had a hard time 
trying to figure out how it 
happened.

It was when Tagoilelagi 
received his bank statement that 
he realized someone had with-
drawn money from his bank 
account without his permission. 
The victim told investigators 
that five checks were stolen 

from his personal checkbook 
and all were cashed at Bank of 
Hawaii — without his consent. 

Court documents show 
that the first check was dated 
May 23, 2017 in the amount 
of $1,600. The second check 
was dated June 1st, for $1,200; 
a third check for $600 was 
dated June 5th, followed by a 
fourth check, dated June 30th 
for $1,300. The last check was 
dated July 3rd for $400.

Police reviewed records 
from the bank pertaining to the 
transactions, and a bank teller 
told investigators the checks 

were paid to the order of an 
individual named Paulo Lauti: 
the defendant, who is also the 
victim’s nephew.

It was revealed through 
bank records that the defendant 
forged the victim’s signature, 
and used his American Samoa 
driver’s license to cash the 
checks.

Police were provided with a 
signed letter that the defendant 
gave to his uncle, apologizing to 
him for forging and cashing his 
checks, with a promise to pay 
his money back, and begging 
for forgiveness.

Tofoitaufa responded, “Med-
icaid is still finalizing the oper-
ational details of the referral 
services and will announce 
them as soon as we also receive 
approval of those procedures 
from CMS.”  

On the issue of which hos-
pitals will accept referrals from 
American Samoa the Medicaid 

office director said, “Which-
ever hospital in New Zealand 
the patient needs to go to for 
services — but primarily Mercy 
Ascot Hospital in Auckland, 
and Braemer Hospital, a couple 
of New Zealand’s best private 
hospitals.”

On the question of what is 
covered by Medicaid and what 

has to be forked out by the 
patient, Tofoitaufa answered, 
“We are still finalizing that, but 
Medicaid will at a minimum 
cover air transport and all med-
ical costs.”

The Medicaid program is a 
reimbursement program and it 
has a fundamental requirement 
mandated by federal law.  
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Sports, Inc. (the first exclusive sporting goods 
store in the territory), as well as BSA Inc., dba 
Taputimu Farm (the first and longest running 
local egg farm). He was also a general contractor 
and involved in the construction projects of the 
old courthouse, museum, the former ASTCA 
building, and the Territorial Registrar’s office. 

At the village level, he built a playground in 
honor of his mother Salamasina Teutusi Satele 
Molio’o. 

Aside from his work in the private sector, 
Galumalemana dedicated years of service to 
the American Samoa Government, holding var-
ious positions including Chief Revenue Officer, 
Budget Officer, Director of Parks & Recreation, 
Historic Preservation Office, and Fono liaison.  
He also served three terms as faipule for Tualatai 
District #16.

He was very involved with the Oceania Tennis 
Federation and the American Samoa Tennis 
Association (ASTA), for which he served many 
terms as president. He was a past member of the 
Rotary Club, Lions Club, Democratic Party of 
American Samoa, Lavalava Golf Club, Chamber 
of Commerce, and he was part of a group of local 
business people who brought ANZ Bank and 
Hawaiian Airlines to the territory. He also helped 
form the Chamber of Commerce.

“My Dad was an exceptional man and the 
way he lived his life was admirable,” Christa told 
Samoa News yesterday. “Everything he did in 
his life, he did it from his heart - he did it with 
love. I have the greatest honor of being one of his 
daughters and witnessing his sleepless nights so 
that he could give of himself, continuously.”

According to Christa, her father is known 
throughout the island as a “man of dignity who 
was extremely outspoken because he believed in 
a better future and always wanted to do right by 
our people.”

But, she continued, “No one really knew him 
quite like us.”

“Dad gave us a great life, he worked effort-
lessly and tirelessly in order to provide us the 
very best. He taught us the importance of hard 
work and he made us work! Whether it was the 
family businesses or projects he conjured up, he 
ensured that we were all put to work and under-
stood that if we ever wanted anything in life, we 
had to put in the labor to achieve it.”

Christa said her dad consoled them through 
rough patches in their lives and never failed to 
tell them to “keep going.” 

“He was always forthright in his love for us 
and when we needed tough love, he never failed 
to give that because he wanted to teach us to be 
resilient and triumphant - characteristics that he 
exhibited so well. There is no denying that all 
that we have as a family was everything that 
Dad worked for. He put his blood and his sweat 
building all that we have, because he wanted that 
not for himself, but for us. He always thought 
about the future, he planned for it, and executed 
all strategies to the best of his ability so that 
everything was in place.”

She concluded, “Although Dad may not be 
here physically, I still feel his presence. In all that 
we see, hear, and do, he is present - especially 
here at home.”

Samoa News extends its sincerest condo-
lences to the Satele family for their loss.

IN THE COMMUNITY
(Photos: Leua)

the Secretary of State’s decision 
so that Fletcher is released from 
US custody.

The USDOJ quickly moved 
with a motion filed with US 
Magistrate Judge, Kenneth J. 
Mansfield in Honolulu to dis-
miss the case, saying the Sec-
retary of State has declined to 
order Fletcher to surrender to 

the Tonga government. USDOJ 
also requested that the court 
vacate its order of Fletcher’s 
detention and “order Fletcher 
discharged from custody”.

On Wednesday, Nov. 1st, a 
hearing was held at the Hono-
lulu federal court on the govern-
ment motion. 

And during the hearing, 
Mansfield granted the motion 
and ordered Fletcher for release 
immediately, according to court 
records. 

Samoa News wasn’t able to 
confirm yesterday morning if 
Fletcher is released already or 
in the process of being released 
from federal custody. Fletcher’s 
federal appointed attorney in 
court records didn’t immedi-
ately respond to Samoa News’ 
request for comments. 

As of yesterday morning, 
there has been no official public 
statement from the Tonga gov-
ernment regarding the Secretary 
of State’s decision. 

➧ Galumalemana Bill Satele…
Continued from page 1

➧ New Zealand now approved…
Continued from page 1

➧ Check forger sentencedt…
Continued from page 2

➧ Fletcher’st…
Continued from page 3
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Save up to

699-9770 / Mon-Fri 8 to 5, Sat 7:30 to 2:00 / www.neilshomecenter.com / like us on facebook  
 *See in store for more details

November 3-17, 2017

FREE delivery
  installation

 & 1 YEAR 
warranty

With purchase of any MAJOR
APPLIANCE

Serviced by
our Certified
Technicians

with Genuine
WHIRLPOOL

Parts50$

Energy
Efficient

Whirlpool
Appliances 25%

off
allAC
Split
Units

Pioneer
9K-36K BTU
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