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ASCC President Dr. Rosevonne Makaiwi Pato congratulates the College’s Special Administrative Assistant

PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA

to the Dean of Academic Affairs Ms. Cherylmoanamarie Ripley for reaching the milestone of 40 years of ser-
vice to ASCC. Read story inside for full details.
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Admin identifies projects that'll
benefit from proposed 7% sales tax

PUBLIC SCHOOL REPAIRS, ASG FINANCIAL AID, LBJ’S OFF ISLAND REFERRAL PROGRAM

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Renovations and upgrades to public schools,
as well as funding for the off island medical
referral program administered by LBJ Medical
Center, are some of the handful of projects being
identified to receive “special allocations” from
all revenues ASG collects from the proposed 7%
retail sales tax.

The Lolo Administration’s proposed sales
tax, which also includes a provision that repeals
the 2% wage tax enacted about five years ago,
was introduced this week in both the Senate and
House. With the Fono going into a four-week
mid session recess, at the close of business today,
the measure will be taken up in committee hear-
ings when lawmakers reconvene Aug. 21st.

According to the ASG Revenue Task Force
data presented to lawmakers earlier this month,
the sales tax (if enacted into law) is estimated to
collect $15.2 million for the remaining months of
FY 2018 (which begins Oct. 1, 2017). Thereafter,
it’s estimated to bring in $23.5 million annually.

In his letter to the Fono leaders that accom-
panied language of the proposed bill, Gov. Lolo
Matalasi Moliga claimed that it’s in the “best
interest of the territory to move towards a more
fair and equitable way of funding government
services.”

He said taxing retail sales is more equitable as
it taxes spending across all income levels, while
the 2% wage tax impacts only wage earners and
not those who earn by other means.

“Taxing retail sales is not a novel idea,” he
said, noting that all but five states and one terri-
tory levy a sales tax, and the total sales tax paid
by citizens in these US jurisdictions range from
4.35% t0 9.45%

According to the administration, the 2% wage
tax, being repealed through the sales tax, is a
“highly regressive tax having a disproportionate
impact on lower income wage earners.”

However, a sales tax — while also considered
aregressive tax — is less than the wage tax, as it
taxes expenditures on all retail sales generating

(Continued on page 3)

$33K+ estimated for
‘temporary dressing
rooms’ for faipule

HOWEVER, IT DOES NOT INCLUDE LABOR
AND UTILITY HOOK-UPS

Translated by Samoa News staff

While the government is working on ways to reduce spending
to ensure that ASG doesn’t overspend at the end of the current
fiscal year 2017, a report distributed to House members earlier
this week shows an estimated cost of more than $30,000 for the
construction of “temporary dressing rooms” for the House of
Representatives, which currently utilizes the North Wing of the
Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium (Fale Laumei).

The House has been using this temporary location, since
the Fono convened its current Legislative session on July 10th
because the main Fono building in Fagatogo will soon be demol-
ished. For the Senate, sessions and committee hearings are being
held inside the Samoan Guest Fale at the Fono compound.

It was Wednesday morning that the report was distributed to
House members prior to the start of the regular session. Some law-

(Continued on page 2)

Twenty senior citizens from the Territorial Administration on Aging (TAOA), along with director Evelyn Lilio-Satele (far left), became the first class of TAOA seniors
to be appointed ‘Senior Rangers’ of the National Park Service. The group’s members have pledged to “explore, learn about, and help protect the National Park of American
Samoa and all National Parks”. See story for full details.
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» $33K estimated...

Continued from page 1

makers were overheard voicing
concerns over the large amount
of money to be allocated for
the construction of temporary
dressing rooms — which would
also be used as offices for House
members — at the Fale Laumei.

Some lawmakers are con-
cerned, saying there are other
urgent needs within govern-
ment, such as road conditions,
an issue that the public con-
tinues to bombard their faipule
with, on a daily basis. Others
questioned the reason for the
temporary rooms, while some
believe the issue should have
been presented on the House
floor for discussion.

However, not a single faipule
raised or even questioned the
report when the House session
convened that day.

The nine-page report, which
includes the July 18th cover
letter from Commerce Depart-
ment director Keniseli Lafaele
to House Speaker Savali
Talavou Ale, provides con-
struction quotes from four local
businesses for the services they
will provide.

(Samoa News notes that
DOC oversees the daily opera-
tions of the Fale Laumei.)

The letter followed dis-
cussions between Savali and
Lafaele “regarding the con-
struction of temporary dressing
rooms while the House is uti-
lizing” the Fale Laumei “and
dressing rooms for the next two
to three years,” according to the
cover letter.

Lafaele also included “com-
plete quotations listing all
needed material for the tempo-

rary dressing rooms in order to
maintain the auditorium’s full
operations.” The quotes do not
include labor, utility — water
and sewer — hookups, and the
relocation of the ASTCA line
that would run above the tempo-
rary dressing rooms’ location.

It’s also unclear what area of
the Lee Auditorium would the
rooms be built on.

The cover letter shows an
estimate total of $33,814.38 for
the project: $540 for “mix &
sand” to be provided by Vailu'u
& Sons; $400 for “amplimesh
wire” to be provided by K &
K Island Star Corporation;
$31,938.86 for building sup-
plies for temporary dressing
rooms from the Tool Shop; and
$935.52 for electrical supplies
from Neil’s ACE Home Center.

Quote sheets from each of
the four vendors, provided a
breakdown of each purchase
item and cost. It’s unclear at
this point who the contractor
would be, and when the work
would commence. A copy of
the cover letter has been sent to
the Governor and Public Works.

DRESSING ROOM

Samoa News is not quite
sure how exactly the term
“dressing room” is being used
by the DOC and House.

A dressing room is identified
in wikipedia.org as a “changing
room, locker room... area des-
ignated for changing one’s
clothes” — usually in privacy.
It sometimes includes showers
and washrooms.

(Story also ran in Samoan
language on Wednesday, July
19,2017.)

Australia disappointed by delay
in US refugee resettlement

CANBERRA, Australia
(AP) — Australia was disap-
pointed that hundreds of its
rejected refugees would not
begin resettling in the United
States this month under a deal
that predates President Donald
Trump’s administration, an
official said on Friday.

President Barack Obama’s
administration agreed to accept
up to 1,250 refugees among
hundreds of asylum seekers —
mostly from Iran, Afghanistan
and Sri Lanka — who have
been languishing for up to four
years in immigration camps on
the impoverished Pacific island
nations of Papua New Guinea
and Nauru.

Immigration and Border Pro-
tection Minister Peter Dutton
said Australia wanted the refu-
gees to start moving in July, but
the United States had already
filled its 50,000 refugee quota
for the current fiscal year.

“We’re disappointed that
they haven’t been able to move
this month, which was my
hope, but their new program
year starts on Oct. 1, and we’re
working with both the State
Department and the Department
of Homeland Security to ensure
that we can get people off as

quickly as possible,” Dutton
told reporters.

Trump berated Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull during
their first telephone conversa-
tion as national leaders in Jan-
uary over the deal which Trump
described in a tweet as “dumb.”

Trump said the refugees
would be subjected to “extreme
vetting” before they were
accepted. There are few details
on what that would entail.

Australia will not settle any
refugees who try to arrive by
boat — a policy that the gov-
ernment says dissuades asylum
seekers from attempting the
dangerous and occasionally
deadly ocean crossing from
Indonesia.

Australia instead pays Papua
New Guinea and Nauru to house
asylum seekers in camps that
have been plagued by reports of
abuse and draconian conditions.

Dutton said he was deter-
mined to close the men-only
camp on Manus Island in Papua
New Guinea by the end of
October.

Asylum seekers on Manus
who were rejected by the United
States would be transferred to
Nauru, who will remain open
indefinitely.



‘Nearly two dozen seniors become
‘Senior Rangers’ for NPS

SENIOR CITIZENS GEARING UP FOR YEAR FULL OF ACTIVITIES

by Blue Chen-Fruean
Samoa News Correspondent

The Territorial Administra-
tion on Aging (TAOA) has a
calendar full of activities to
keep the territory’s elderly pop-
ulation active and to use them
as tools in helping to preserve
the Samoan culture by passing
on their knowledge to future
generations.

Earlier this week, a group
of 20 seniors, including TAOA
director Evelyn Lili’o-Satele,
reached a milestone, when they
became the first class of TAOA
seniors appointed as ‘Senior
Rangers’ of the National Park
Service.

According to Lili’o-Satele,
as a senior ranger, they pledge
to “explore, learn about, and
help protect the National Park
of American Samoa and all
National Parks.

Protecting the parks means
I will share what I have learned
with others and (leave no trace)
by staying on trails and picking
up trash by reducing and
recycling.”

They also pledge “to be a
friend to the National Park and
to our Planet Earth.”

Becoming ‘Senior Rangers’
is just one of the many accom-
plishments Lili’o-Satele and
the TAOA crew hope to cel-
ebrate with the more than 4,000

currently make up the TAOA
family.

“This is a new program,”
the TAOA director told Samoa
News yesterday, adding that
there are so many other partner-
ships they have established with
various government depart-
ments and agencies to keep
the senior citizens busy and
occupied.

“Our main goal is to assist
our seniors by helping the
‘whole person’ and not just the
programs,” she said.

“We find ways to help our
elderly learn about healthy
living habits, having fun
together, healthy eating, healthy
lifestyles,” she continued.

“We try to expose them to
community resources that can
help them gain independent
living skills by letting them
make choices.”

One of the programs Lili’o-
Satele touched on is the congre-
gated meals programs, which
provides a setting for seniors to
come together and enjoy each
other’s company.

“This helps rid them of lone-
liness and feelings of isolation
which can contribute to health
problems,” she explained.

All of the 13 centers where
meals can be picked up are
church halls, with the exception
of the Pago location which uti-

“Here, we have a big screen
TV and activities that can keep
them busy when they pick up
their food,” the TAOA director
said, adding that seniors who
are not able to pick up their
meal can have their food deliv-
ered to their homes.

Lili’o-Satele shared that the
programs set up for the elderly
all have one purpose and that
is, to provide means for them to
learn something new, things that
can lead to a better life and can
be shared with their families.

She referred to their partner-
ship with the ASCC Land Grant
program which has helped
TAOA develop a garden at their
Pago Center.

“The purpose is to demon-
strate how it is done so these
seniors can go home, take what
they learned, and create their
own garden which can be used
for financial and even health
benefits,” she said. “Again,
these projects aim to help the
individual as a ‘whole’.”

The Department of Health is
also a TAOA partner, helping
out with the Tai Chi and Hula
program by monitoring vitals
like blood pressure, weight, and
sugar levels.

The Tai Chi program is to
promote movement and balance
which can, in turn, prevent falls,
said the TAOA director.
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registered senior citizens who lizes the TAOA center. For the National Park Ser-
(Continued on page 4)
»Admin identifies projects...
Continued from page 1

revenue from spending across
all income levels, the bill says.

According to the bill, the
sales tax is applied on all retail
goods sold or leased to the con-
sumer, and retailers are respon-
sible for the collection of sales
tax.

Bona fide wholesalers are
not responsible for collection of
the tax when in fact wholesaling
to a licensed retailer that holds
a “Resale Certificate”, which
is issued by the Commerce
Department for each place of
business where such activity
may take place.

The person desiring to
conduct business as a retailer
applies for the certificate from
DOC.

The 13-page bill, which
covers only the English ver-
sion, details a wide range of
information pertaining to the
sales tax, which is imposed by
all retailers on the gross receipts
from the sale of all tangible per-
sonal property sold at retail in
the territory.

It also outlines the method
of collection of the sale by
retailers, display of tax sepa-
rately from the price, and revo-
cation of the Resale Certifica-
tion for violation of any provi-
sion of the sales tax law.

According to the bill, every
retailer who has collected tax
from a purchaser must maintain

sufficient records of each trans-
action so that accurate monthly
returns can be filed with the
Treasurer.

The forms of the returns, set
by Treasury, must be filed with
the Treasurer on the 10th day
of each month for the period
ending on the last day of the
previous month.

If the taxes imposed by
this chapter — the retail sales
tax — are filed and paid to the
Treasurer by the 7th day of each
month, a taxpayer may deduct
and withhold from the taxes
otherwise due from him or her
0.50 percent of those taxes as
reimbursement for the cost of
collecting the sales tax.

The sales tax outlined
exemptions:

. sales of prescription
drugs for human consump-
tion dispensed by a doctor or
to medical services and related
fees;

. sales in open air public
markets, wayside stands or
roadside stands by the original
and local producer of: fresh,
unprocessed fruits, vegetables
and nuts; eggs; live poultry; live
pigs; and unprocessed fish sold
the day they are caught. This
exemption, does not apply to
the sale of imported food;

. gross receipts from
occasional sales of tangible per-
sonal property;

. groups that are orga-
nized and operate for chari-
table, religious, or educational
purposes or hold a federal tax-
exempt status when selling
tangible personal items as part
of infrequent and occasional
fundraising activities where the
profits are used for religious,
education, or charitable pur-
poses; and

. petroleum productions
which are already subject to
excise tax in accordance with
current law.

SPECIAL ALLOCATIONS

Beginning Jan. 1, 2018, the
bill says 6% of the total amount
of sales tax collected is ear-
marked annually for repairs and
renovations of all public school
facilities and equipment.

The bill calls for an addi-
tional $500,000 appropriated
from the sales tax for the ASG
student financial aid, which
already has an allocation ear-
marked in the annual budget.

Also 6% of the total sales tax
is earmarked, beginning Jan. 1,
2018, for LBJ Medical Center
operations. The LBJ off-island
medical referral program is also
slated to get 6% of the total sales
tax and Treasury Department is
required to send to the referral
fund account monies collected
on a monthly basis.

Due to the urgency, the bill
becomes effective Jan. 1, 2018
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“The Conversation”

by Benjamin Hampton

Conversationalists in American Samoa, I am
just blown away by the response that has rip-
pled through the community in direct response to our
first Conversation here. In less than 21 days, positive
changes that should help all involved have already
occurred. Friday, June 30th marks the day when “The
Conversation” column officially launched. Happy
3-week anniversary everyone!

I don’t believe any of the positive results could have
been reached so quickly had it not been through the
combined efforts of the team at Samoa News, and those
of you in the community who have embraced both the
column and the information shared here.

Samoa News and I believed that there needed to
be a fresh public forum to discuss pressing issues, and
we’re glad that you the people agree.

Specifically the types of issues discussed here will
be those that not only affect many of us here on island

IT WORKS

now but especially those issues affecting those who
will continue carrying either the blessings or the bur-
dens that come as an outgrowth of decisions made in
this present time.

I’'m so glad to know that the people of American
Samoa have responded the way they have. A coming
together in recognition of the fact that if they are
unhappy with the way a matter is handled, that much
can be done by having an open discussion and allowing
people’s moral compass to guide the end result.

Always remember, none of us individually is
smarter than all of us together. Teamwork will make
the dream work. So let’s dream and work together to
bring those dreams to reality!

Without the community coming together and
addressing issues that significantly impact our lives,
there can be no hope for achieving the best in life for

© OSINI FALEATASI INC. RESERVES ALL RIGHTS.

those we care about most. There is so much

we can share here together in this amazing

and beautiful place God has blessed us to
enjoy!

Monday will be a day that Lord willing the current
1ssue of the OMV will have some more clarification,
as well as discussion about what the public sees as the
next set of pressing issues facing us here.

Will it be the upcoming tax increases combined
with a whole slew of fees facing business owners and
private citizens? The educational system challenges for
our youth? Matters of family?

This is after all your Conversation. Let’s hear what
you have to say! You can connect with The Con-
versation online, with your letters, phone calls, and
through the dedicated Conversation in American
Samoa Facebook page as well as the Samoa News
Facebook page.

See you on Monday!

dba Samoa News is published Monday through Friday,
except for some local and federal holidays.

Please send correspondences to: OF, dba Samoa News, Box
909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.

Telephone at (684) 633-5599  Fax at (684) 633-4864

Email advertisements to ads@samoanews.com

Email the newsroom at news@samoanews.com

Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.

Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in
whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to
the Publisher at the address provided above.

Please visit samoanews.com for weekend updates.

» Nearly two dozen seniors...

Continued from page 3

vice, Lili’o-Satele said their
program is aimed at promoting
a healthy environment and the
biggest advantage is having the
seniors take what they learn and
teach it to their kids at home.

Other agencies that Lili’o-
Satele said have supported
TAOA in more ways than one,
include KVZK-TV, ASTCA,
the LBJ Medical Center, the
Jean P. Hayden Museum, and
also Neil’s Ace Home Center
whose crew came out and
taught the old folks how to
make smoothies.

Even the gang from the
AS Department of Homeland
Security have stopped by to
help with evacuation drills.
During the 2009 deadly tsu-
nami, the TAOA center in Pago
was submerged in water and
the catastrophe claimed the life
of an elderly woman who was
there that morning.

For now, a field trip to
the Tauese P.F. Sunia Ocean
Center is being planned, with
150 seniors expected to take
part.

Even a visit to the Feleti
Barstow Public Library is being

discussed, whereby the seniors
will have a chance to speak to
young children there.

In addition to activities,
Lili’o-Satele said their employ-
ment agency is working hard to
help those seniors who want to
return to the workforce by pro-
viding them with the necessary
training and skills.

She said some have indi-
cated their wish to learn basket
weaving and carving, as a pri-
vate enterprise, while others
have expressed their hope of
getting an office position in the
government and private sector.

Lili’o-Satele said there are
plans to offer computer training
and lessons in word processing
and spreadsheets, as well as
classes to teach them how to
write a resume and fill out a
job application. “Seniors hold
the secrets to our past,” Lili’o-
Satele said.

“They know our culture, our
language and these are things
that provide us with a better
understanding of who we are,
and why we are the way we are.
Focusing on the past will help
us in the future.”

Only low income families permitted to
sell fish ‘outside’ in coolers, says DOH

SPECIFIC TYPES OF ICE-TRAY STALLS TO SELL FISH TO BE
BUILT AT FAGATOGO MARKETPLACE

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

As part of its plan to help
develop local fisheries, the
government is looking to build
stalls next to the Fagatogo Mar-
ketplace where local fishermen
can sell their catch.

This is according to Com-
merce Department director
Keniseli Lafaele, who points
out that local fishermen are cur-
rently selling their catch at the
marketplace free of charge.

Lafaele shared the govern-
ment’s plan during a Senate
Communications/Fisheries/
Marine and Wildlife Committee
hearing this week after some
senators voiced health concerns
over local residents selling fish

on the roadside. Testifying at
the hearing was Health director
Tuileama Motusa Nua, whose
department has jurisdiction over
the safety of food being sold to
the community.

Sen. Fai’ivae Iuli A. Godinet
told ASG officials that he is
pleased and very happy to see
local fishermen selling their
catch at the marketplace, but
there are others selling on road-
sides and this becomes a con-
cern when it affects the health
of the community, with people
purchasing fish that has been
exposed on the side of the road
for a long period of time.

Lafaele revealed the gov-
ernment’s plan to construct
stalls next to the marketplace

— in the area next to the stream
where the large banyan tree was
located. He said the stalls will
be specifically for local fish-
ermen to sell their catch.

The DOC director told
Samoa News several months
ago that the government was
looking to build a two-story
facility around the same area
— next to the stream — with
the second floor to be used for
office spaces and the first floor
as an open fish market, similar
to those in Apia and Honolulu.

At the Senate hearing,
Lafaele said this was the initial
plan, but it is time consuming
and will require a lot of money.

The plan now is to build

(Continued on page 12)
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Kids who participated in the Sanctuary Summer Science in the Village (SSSV) Program that was
held in Aunuw’u earlier this month didn’t just learn about marine life and the importance of conser-

vation efforts, they also engaged in fun activities like a fishing derby, all under the watchful eye of
the crew from the National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa.

[photo: Leua Aiono Frost]
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Counting breadfruit trees from space

“IT°S OUT OF THIS WORLD THINKING...”

Mervin Tano, a native
Hawaiian student from Kapi-
olani Community College, was
accepted by the 2017 NASA
Summer Research Experience
for Tribal College Undergradu-
ates. As interns to the NASA
funded project, students undergo
intensive training in climate sci-
ence, geospatial applications
for science research, and are
required to develop and com-
plete a research project to fulfill
their program requirements.

Merv’s current project will

take a University of Hawaii Col-
lege of Business Administration
2014 national award winning
project by the Pacific Business
Center Program (PBCP), titled
the ‘Pacific Regional Breadfruit
Initiative’ (PRBI), to a higher
level; like in satellite.

This PRBI project is based
on the seminal work of Dr.
Diane Ragone, Director of the
Breadfruit Institute, National
Tropical Botanical Garden in
Kauai.

The NASA Experiential
Learning Opportunity (TCU-
ELO) program is hosted
at Haskell Native Amer-
ican  University, Lawrence,
Kansas  (http://www.haskell.
edu/sponsored-programs/
nasa-elo-program/).

The Pacific Business Center
Program PRBI points to signifi-
cant agricultural and economic
development opportunities in
Hawai’i and greater Oceania.

The Pacific Regional Bread-
fruit Initiative is funded by the
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Insular Affairs (OIA)

and the 2014 national award
winning project through the
University Economic Develop-
ment Association (UEDA) of
U.S. Colleges and Universities.

The project had a particular
challenge regarding counting
or obtaining an accurate inven-
tory of trees in Hawai’i and the
U.S. Pacific Territories spread
out over 3 million square miles
of ocean. A total land area com-
parable in size to the continental
United States.

The area is from Hawai’i to
Saipan in the north to far west
Pacific, down to Palau in the
south west Pacific, through the
Federated States of Micronesian
and Republic of the Marshall
Islands covering the mid Pacific
and to American Samoa in the
south Pacific.

Even local colleges and gov-
ernment departments of agri-
culture did not have accurate or
updated inventories of bread-
fruit trees for their respective
island or archipelago to formu-
late an estimate or projections
essential for industry develop-
ment and manufacturing feasi-
bility for both local and regional
economic development.

However, with Merv’s
NASA project on the table, what
at first was considered an insur-
mountable challenge, has now
become an exciting opportunity
to expand and utilize remote
imaging technological tools to
focus on breadfruit identifica-
tion and differentiation from
surrounding vegetation utilizing
remotely sensed multiple band
satellite imagery.

Merv’s project will have
broader agricultural, economic,
food security, climate change,
rising tides and disaster pre-
paredness applications utilizing
the most current cutting edge
technology brought together
through Kiksapa’s partnership
with NASA.

For example, Merv will
be introduced to the various
remote sensing techniques to
determine if breadfruit can be
detected using remotely sensed
data at varying spatial and tem-
poral scales.

If this proves successful, he
will expand the scope of his work
to conduct regional and island
by island count of standing trees
and general phenology analysis.
Remote sensing capacities will
include species identification,
soils analysis, health conditions,
moisture and organic content of
the soils, climate conditions and
sea level rise information and
data to name a few.

KIKSAPA is an Environ-
mental Science, Geospatial
and Education and Institutional
Planning consulting company
that works extensively with
Native American higher educa-
tion institutions in collaboration
with NASA.

It focuses on training, con-
tent expertise and skills devel-
opment with a STEM (science,
technology, engineering, math)
focus. Kiksapa also works with
DHS/FEMA in assisting Feder-
ally Recognized Tribes in estab-

lishing their Hazard Mitigation
(Continued on page 7)
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Congresswoman Amata and Assistant Secretary of Insular
Areas Nominee Doug Domenech prior to the confirmation

hearing.

[Courtesy photo]

» Counting breadfruit...

Continued from page 6

Plans, their Threats and Hazards
Identification Risk Assessments
(THIRA), and other processes
to increase resiliency in Native
communities.

Kiksapa was established by
Dr. Bull Bennett who was the
first Native American to earn
a doctorate (2005) from the
South Dakota School of Mines
and Technology. Dr. Bennett
had the distinguished privilege
to serve as a founding member
of the National Geospatial
Advisory Committee, and as
a member of the National Cli-
mate Assessment Development
and Advisory Committee where
he served as the Co-convening
Lead Author on the 3rd National
Climate Assessment (2014).

Merv will be field super-
vised over the 2017 summer/
fall project period by PRBI
partners in Hawai’i to conduct
satellite GIS analysis.

They include Dr. Tusi Aveg-
alio Director of the UH Shidler
College of Business Adminis-
tration Pacific Business Center
Program on Oahu, and two Big
Island field supervisors and
PRBI team members. They are
Kalani Souza, leading the estab-
lishment of an international phe-
nology association and national
outreach and coordinator for
the National Disaster Prepared-
ness Training Center (NDPTC)
for community resilience and
food security, and Internation-
ally acclaimed author on agro-
forestry and breadfruit Craig
Elevitch of Agroforestry Net to
pilot the project for expansion
to local farmers as well as stu-
dents from the region.

All three are members of

the Global Breadfruit Heritage
Council (GBHC) that advocates
for responsible agricultural
practices that are sustainable
through the weave of traditional
wisdom and cultural knowledge
with modern science and tech-
nology. Where feasible, addi-
tional students, farmers and/or
volunteers from Hawaii, U.S.
Territories and Oceania will be
recruited as active participants.
A major goal of the project
is to present the findings and
KIKSAPA/NASA program at
the 2017 Samoa ‘Home of the
Ma’afala’ Pacific and Global
Summit in Apia, Samoa in
October. “With the success of
Representative Su’a Jennings
dehydrator in American Samoa
that has produced market ready
milled flour as determined by
milling and flour making Pro-
fessor Jeff Gwirtz of Kansas
State University, the challenge
of effectively drying and milling
breadfruit has been overcome.
Securing an inventory of bread-
fruit tree’s to project and cal-
culate supply from raw harvest
to flour conversion was the
next critical factor essential
to pulling the essential pieces
together,” Dr. Tusi said.
“Counting ulu trees from
space lays another major plank
in building local island econo-
mies utilizing a sustainable
local agricultural product, estab-
lishing local manufacturing and
creating local jobs from ground
to table.” Dr. Tusi chuckled,
“It’s not out of the box thinking,
it’s out of this world thinking!”
[Source: Pacific Busi-
ness Center Program
PRBI media release]
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Scientists have discovered what they say is the worst case of
plastic pollution in the world — Henderson Island in the South
Pacific — carried there on ocean currents. The uninhabited island,
which is part of a UNESCO World Heritage site, is the largest of
the four Pitcairn Islands. A crab that would normally use a ‘shell’

® as its home is seen here with a plastic container instead.
[Photo: Jennifer Lavers]

compiled by Samoa News staff
AMATA INTRODUCES
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF INSULAR AFFAIRS
NOMINEE

Washington,DC
— Thursday, July 20, 2017
Congresswoman Aumua
Amata, introduced President
Trump’s nominee for the posi-
tion of Assistant Secretary of
Insular Areas, Doug Domenech
this morning in the Senate
Energy & Natural Resources
Committee hearing room.

“I have known Doug for sev-
eral years now and I am proud
to call him a true friend. The
position for which he is seeking
your support, is very impor-
tant to the people of the Insular
areas,” said the Congress-
woman to the Senate panel.

“My home district of Amer-
ican Samoa is an insular area,
and I can think of no one I
would like to see in the position
more than Doug Domenech.
His knowledge and experience
of the region and the mission of
the office is unparalleled, and I
know that his leadership will be
welcomed as we seek to craft
real solutions for the constitu-
ents we serve. In fact, I have
had the pleasure to see him in
action, and know that he will
hit the ground running,” con-

tinued Amata.Mr. Domenech
currently serves as the Senior
Adpvisor to the Secretary of the
Interior, and is also Secretary
Zinke’s appointee to the Advi-
sory Council of the Conserva-
tion Trust of Puerto Rico, where
he has lived and from where his
family originally hails. Previ-
ously, he served as the Secre-
tary of Natural Resources for
the Commonwealth of Virginia;
overseeing six state environ-
mental, recreation, and historic
resource agencies, among other
positions.The Senate panel will
now send their recommendation
to the Senate for a vote, which is
expected in the coming weeks.

“I want to thank my friend
Doug for his willingness to
serve our great nation, and thank
this Committee for allowing me
to come before you today, and
I hope that you will support
his confirmation,” concluded
the Congresswoman.(Source:
Congresswoman Aumua Amata
Office- Washington D.C.)

TUI-SAMOA SUBMA-
RINE CABLE LOADING IS

UNDERWAY

Apia, Samoa, July 20,
2017 — Samoa Submarine Cable
Company Limited (SSCC) and
Alcatel Submarine Networks
(ASN) have begun the loading
of the 1,470 km TUI-Samoa

Pacliie lslamndl
News imn

Srier

Cable on a freighter in Calais,
France, at ASN’s factory: the
freighter will sail at the end of
the month towards Suva, where
the cable will then be transferred
to the ship that will be laying it.
Emmanuel Delanoue, SSCC
CEO said: “We are pleased to
announce another important
milestone as part of the overall
implementation. ~ After  the
marine survey, the loading is
another significant progress for
the TUI-Samoa system imple-
mentation.” Strengthening
Samoa’s domestic and interna-
tional connectivity, Tui-Samoa
Cable will have landing points
in Apia and Tuasivi (Samoa)
and Suva (Fiji). It will deliver a
capacity of at least 8 Terabits-
persecond (Tbit/s) using 100
Gbit/s transmission technology.
The system will also have exten-
sions to the islands of Vanua
Levu — Savusavu (Fiji) and
Wallis & Futuna. Samoa Sub-
marine Cable Company Lim-
ited Sscc is a private company
incorporated in Apia Samoa that
will build, manage and operate
the TuiSamoa submarine cable
between Apia Samoa and Suva
Fiji. SSCC will operate a Coop-
erative Sustainable Wholesale
Model (CSWM) with the man-
date to deliver fast, reliable and
(Continued on page 9)
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affordable internet services to
stimulate ICT innovation and
development as an enabler of
economic growth and social
prosperity for the people of
Samoa.(Source: M.P.M.C.
Press Secretary]

NATIONAL ID IN THE

WORKS

Samoa is on her way to
having her very own National
Identification Card, Prime Min-
ister Tuilaepa Lupesoliai Sailele
Malielegaoi has acknowledged,
adding the concept has been long
in the government’s thinking
tank.The National ID card has
been approved, and the new ID
will replace Samoa’s voters ID
and can be used as a Health or
Medical ID, as well as for other
services such as the Samoa
National Provident Fund, a driv-
er’s license — and may even
replace a Voters ID during elec-
tion.On-going research is also
looking if the ID can be used
for immigration purposes or as
a passport.“With the changes
in technology coupled with the
country’s economic growth, the
timing is right,” Tuilaepa said.
“I have been told that samples
have been designed and once
all pieces of the puzzle are in
place, the next step would be
implementation.”The  Office
of the Statistics and Ministry
of Information Technology is
the implementing agencies,
according to  Tuilaepa.The
Prime Minister is optimistic that
the National ID card will be in
circulation before the end of the
current administration.(Source:
M.P.M.C. Press Secretary]

SCIENTISTS NAME
WORST PLASTIC POLLU-

TION IN WORLD

Scientists have discovered
what they say is the worst case
of plastic pollution in the world.

Research published by Tas-
mania’s Institute for Marine and
Antarctic Studies says nearly 38
million items of plastic debris
can be found on Henderson
Island in the South Pacific —
carried there on ocean currents.

The uninhabited island,
which is part of a UNESCO
World Heritage site, is the
largest of the four Pitcairn
Islands.Australian  researcher
Jennifer Lavers said the island
had the highest density of
plastic rubbish anywhere in the
world. “I’ve been fortunate in
my career as a scientist to travel
to some of the remote islands in
the world, but Henderson was
really quite an alarming situ-
ation... The highest density of
plastic I've really seen in the
whole of my career,” she said.

She said the finding, pub-
lished in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sci-
ences, was a wake-up call to the
world that plastic pollution was
as grave a threat to humanity
as climate change. Annual pro-
duction of plastic has increased
from 1.7m tonnes in 1954 to
311m tonnes in 2014. This has
resulted in an estimated five
trillion plastic items — mostly
less than five millimeters in size
- circulating in the surface layer
of the world’s oceans.To under-

stand how much debris was
accumulating on the remote
island, Dr. Lavers, a conserva-
tion biologist at the University of
Tasmania, and Alexander Bond
at the Centre for Conservation
Science in the UK surveyed the
island’s North and East Beach
for three months in 2015. Dr.
Lavers said the 17.6 tonnes of
plastic debris estimated to be
on Henderson Island accounted
for just 1.98 seconds’ worth of
the current annual global pro-
duction of plastic.She said the
amount of rubbish was such
that it took a five-person team
six hours to survey a 10-meter
section of the beach. The team
calculated there were 671.6
items per square meter on the
surface of the beaches, with
approximately 68 percent of
debris buried less than 10 cen-
timeters in the sand. Each day,
17 to 268 new items washed up
on a 10-meter section of North
Beach, representing a daily
accumulation rate of 1.7 to 26.8
items per meter.

Introducing
the ORIGINAL Korean Saimin Bowl

/

$7.95
case

12x86 grams

75¢ bowl

Now available on Island at
a store near you.

[Source: RNZI]
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Ph. 252-2964

Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo
Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm

(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide
a very affordable and friendly service.

Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE,
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?

o Call for a FREE PEST EVALUATION OR NO
OBLIGATION INSPECTION

o Wedo GROUND TERMITE TREATMENT &
CONSTRUCTION PRE_TREATMENTS

o We provide services for Houses, Boats, Cars,
Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

DOG-DBAS team up to host work-
shop for business community

by Sabrina Sinapati
Special to Samoa News

Next Thursday, the Depart-
ment of Commerce and the
Development Bank of Amer-
ican Samoa will be co-hosting
the “Access to Capital Busi-
ness Workshop” at the Gov.
H. Rex Lee Auditorium from 9
a.m.- 12noon.

Territorial Planner, Michael

J. McDonald, shared with
Samoa News the goals of sup-
porting the economy, and

bringing in supporting agencies
that will help in producing new
adventures.

Currently, DOC is working
on ways to improve its services
not only for local people but
also for national and interna-
tional communities abroad.

The goal of this whole idea

is to get new and existing busi-
nesses, as well as ambitious
business owners to improve
their services, develop, and
expand.  Additionally, it is
to promote awareness on the
various business financing pro-
grams available locally.

DOC has been working on
plans to get the ball rolling in
order to meet and satisfy the
needs of American Samoa’s
business community.

They have information on
capital resources and programs
available on island through
local/federal organizations such
as DOC, DBAS, USDA, and
ANZ.

The workshop will serve as a
way for attendees to learn more
about business related services
available in the territory; for

example, the Small Business
Development Center, business
license  requirements/process
etc.

The workshop also provides
an opportunity for participants
to network and meet various
agency or organization rep-
resentatives in person, to ask
questions and get direct answers
on the spot.

Those already involved or
are looking to start businesses
related to healthcare, manufac-
turing, fisheries, agriculture,
renewable energy, technology,
and tourism are encouraged to
attend the workshop.

Those who do not fall into
any of the aforementioned cate-
gories are encouraged to attend.

More information can be
obtained by calling 633-5145.

Netflix makes Hall H debut with big budget Will Smith pic

SAN DIEGO (AP) —
Imagine “End of Watch” but
with orcs and fairies and magic.
That’s the vibe of Will Smith’s
big budget Netflix film “Bright
,” which unveiled its first full
trailer Thursday in a presenta-
tion at Comic-Con.

The film reunites Smith with
his “Suicide Squad” director
David Ayer and takes audi-
ences to a gritty Los Angeles
setting where two police offi-
cers, one human (Smith) and
one orc (Joel Edgerton) have
to contend with some mythical,
evil forces plaguing the city.

Noomi Rapace and Edgar
Ramirez also star. It was the
Hall H debut for the streaming
service, which brought out
Smith, Edgerton, Ayer and the
film’s other stars to charm the
6,500 super fans in attendance
and get them excited about
the $90 million movie, which
makes its Netflix debut on Dec.
22 Ayer said “Bright” is not
some “standard issue PG-13
movie.” “I was able to do some
real (expletive),” Ayer said. “I
was able to tell a real story. I
was able to do my thing.”

He praised Netflix for its sup-
port.Smith said the film has the
hard “rated-R grind of ‘Training
Day’” mashed up with “Lord
of the Rings. “His character is
stuck with the force’s first orc
cop, which Smith said gave him
a rare character opportunity: to
be racist when you’re black,”
Smith said. “You’re like, ‘Look
man, I don’t want no orcs in my
car.’” Smith is just the latest
A-list movie star to try his luck
doing a big film with Netflix
and has made waves in Hol-
lywood with his support of the
service.

“There is a difference
between seeing a movie in a
theater and seeing it on Net-
flix,” Smith conceded, but
added that he is “really excited”
to see “whatever this new wave
of entertainment is going to be.”
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GOP leaders plan
Tuesday health vote,
it’s an uphill climb

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Republican leaders pushed
toward a Senate vote next
Tuesday on resurrecting their
nearly flat-lined health care bill.
Their uphill drive was further
complicated by the ailing GOP
Sen. John McCain’s potential
absence and a dreary report
envisioning that the number of
uninsured Americans would
soar.

The White House and GOP
leaders fished Thursday for
ways to win over recalcitrant
senators, including an adminis-
tration proposal to let states use
Medicaid funds to help people
buy their own private health
insurance. But there were no
indications they’d ensured
the votes needed to even start
debating the party’s legislative
keystone, a bill scuttling and
supplanting President Barack
Obama’s health care law.

“Dealing with this issue is
what’s right for the country,”
said Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky. He added,
“It was certainly never going
to be easy, but we’ve come a
long way and I look forward to
continuing our work together to
finally bring relief.”

As leaders tested revisions
that might attract GOP votes,
others began comparing the
process with the trade-offs they
scorned seven years ago as top
Democrats pushed Obama’s
overhaul.

“It’s almost becoming a

bidding process — let’s throw
$50 billion here, let’s throw
$100 billion there,” said Sen.
Bob Corker, R-Tenn. “It’s
making me uncomfortable right
now. It’s beginning to feel a
lot like how Obamacare came
together.”

In a blow, the Congressional
Budget Office said McCon-
nell’s latest bill would produce
22 million additional unin-
sured people by 2026 and drive
up premiums for many older
Americans. Congress’ nonpar-
tisan fiscal analyst also said it
would boost typical deductibles
— the money people must pay
before insurers cover costs —
for single people to $13,000
that year, well above the $5,000
they’d be expected to pay under
Obama’s statute.

“Many people with low
income would not purchase any
plan even if it had very low pre-
miums” because of that exor-
bitant deductible, the budget
office said.

That dire outlook resembled
one the office released last
month on McConnell’s ini-
tial bill, which the leader had
to withdraw as Republicans
rebelled against it.

Thursday’s report seemed
unlikely to do much better to
help win over balking moderate
Republicans upset over mil-
lions of voters losing coverage
and cuts in Medicaid, the health
insurance program for the poor.

» Only low income families...

Continued from page 4

stalls that will feature ice trays
for the fish. Currently, he said,
ice is placed on steel tables for
the fish, but there are specific
types of ice-trays for fish when
they are put up for display.

He revealed that local fish-
ermen are currently able to sell
their catch at the marketplace
free of charge, while DOC pro-
vides tents, ice, as well as tables
to display the fish.

Lafaele didn’t provide any
further details.

Regarding the roadside sale
of fish, Lafaele said he is not
really sure if there is any law
banning such a practice, but he
agrees with concerns regarding
the health of the community as
far as buying fish from the side
of the road.

Motusa explained that there
is no law banning the selling of
fresh fish on the roadside and
therefore, DOH does not have
the authority to stop such sales.
However, he said, DOH has
the authority to ensure that the
low income families selling fish
on the roadside have coolers
— with ice — to keep the fish
“fresh’.

He added that DOH inspec-
tors continue to visit these road-

side sites to make sure that those
selling fish have the required
coolers with ice to store the
fish. He said DOH is working
on ensuring that fish are not dis-
played — hanging on a stick —
by the side of road, because this
attracts flies and dust.

According to the Health
director, in that past, store
owners have been known to
place coolers in front of their
businesses when fresh fish is
available, as a way to entice
buyers.

However, DOH has halted
that practice — for stores only
— but allowing low income
families to sell fish out of ice
coolers on the roadside.

Motusa emphasized during
his comments that individuals
selling fish on the roadsides are
low incomes families.

At one point, he informed
senators that some sellers on
the roadside, are mothers with
young children sitting in the
background waiting for the fish
to be sold.

These are low income fami-
lies — “o aiga lima vaivai” —
and this is probably their only
means of earning a living on a
daily basis, he said.
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Death of Australian woman
‘should not have happened’

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —
The fatal shooting of an Austra-
lian woman by a Minneapolis
police officer responding to her
911 call “should not have hap-
pened,” police Chief Janee Har-
teau said Thursday, adding that
the officer’s actions “go against
who we are in the department.”

In her first public remarks
since the death of Justine
Damond, a 40-year-old life
coach and bride-to-be, Harteau
defended Officer Mohamed
Noor’s training but criticized
his actions.

“The actions in question
go against who we are in the
department, how we train and
the expectations we have for our
officers,” Harteau said. “These
were the actions and judgment
of one individual.”

She added: “This did not
have to happen. Justine did not
have to die.”

Damond had called 911
twice late Saturday to report a
possible sexual assault in the
alley behind her house on Min-
neapolis’ southwest side. Noor,
who was in the passenger seat
of a squad car, shot at Damond
through the driver’s side
window.

Noor has declined to speak
with the state’s Bureau of Crim-
inal Apprehension, which is
handling the investigation. His
partner, Matthew Harrity, told
investigators he was startled
by a loud sound right before
Damond approached the police
vehicle.

Neither officer had their
body cameras turned on, which
has drawn widespread criticism.
Mayor Betsy Hodges said in a
blog post Thursday that officers
should turn them on any time

In The High Court
of American Samoa

TRIAL DIVISION

Probate No. 20-2014
IN RE: ESTATE OF INITAT. AFO,

Deceased,

Fa’ailoilo Lauvao,
Petitioner

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
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tratrix for the Estate of Inta T. Afo.
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Inita T. Afo are required to submit their claims
o the Administratrix of this Estate within 60
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Submit all claims to: Estate of Inita T. Afo
¢lo Matailupevao Leupolu, Attorney at Law,
PQ. Box 5007, Pago Pago, American Samoa
9679%.
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they are responding to a call.

Harteau also said the cam-
eras should have been on. She
said the department is making
changes to its policy on the cam-
eras, rolled out citywide eight
months ago, including looking
at technology that would turn
them on automatically.

Damond’s family has said
they want changes in police
protocols, including a look at
how often officers are required
to turn on their cameras. Their
Minneapolis attorney, Bob Ben-
nett, said they also “want to see
this person not be an officer.”

“He shouldn’t be on the
street with a gun making deci-
sions,” Bennett said, adding that
he wanted to see Noor’s training
records, including how he did
in situations involving when to
shoot or not shoot.

Harteau said a report on
Noor’s training showed no
problems.

“This officer completed that
training very well,” she said.
“He was very suited to be on the
street.”

Harteau faced several ques-
tions about her absence in the
days following the shooting,
which sparked anger and a
demand for answers in the city
and in Damond’s home country.
She said she had been back-
packing in a remote area, it was
“challenging” to return and that
she had been in touch with her
command staff.

The Damond family is just
the latest to seek changes in
police practices following a
shooting.Other police shoot-
ings around the U.S. — particu-
larly the killings of black men
by officers — led to calls for
change that included everything

from bias training for officers
to upgraded technology. Some-
times those changes have been
initiated by police departments.
Other times they have been
ordered by the federal govern-
ment or through a lawsuit.

Minneapolis police said ear-
lier this week they already were
reviewing their body camera
policy before Damond’s death.
Issues being examined include
having supervisors work with
patrol officers to ensure the
cameras are activated more
frequently.

Minnesota created a $12 mil-
lion police training fund after
the shootings of Philando Cas-
tile, a black motorist killed last
year in suburban Minneapolis,
and Jamar Clark, a black man
killed in 2015 in Minneapolis.
The Legislature also approved
$35 million in programs meant
to reduce long-standing eco-
nomic disparities between black
and white residents, which
Black Lives Matter and other
organizations targeted as a root
problem behind tension with
police.

In Castile’s case, Minne-
sota’s governor and family
members called for a federal
investigation, and residents
called for changes during city
meetings. In the end, there was
no federal civil rights investiga-
tion into Jeronimo Yanez, the
St. Anthony officer who fatally
shot Castile, but the city of St.
Anthony requested a voluntary
review by the U.S. Department
of Justice’s Office of Commu-
nity Oriented Policing Services.
That review is looking at traffic
stops, recruitment practices and
how the department works with
the community.

FAIRNESS

We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,
call Samoa News at 633-5599
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U.S. Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly speaks with a Coast Guardsman from the military
branch, Aés new California-based Maritime Safety and Security Team after viewing a training dem-
onstration aboard the Coast Guard Cutter Aspen on Thursday, July 20, 2017.

(AP Photo/Mike Balsamo)

CIA director:
Moscow loves to
‘'stick It to America’

ASPEN, Colo. (AP) — CIA
Director Mike Pompeo said
Thursday that Russia has no
plans to leave Syria and will
continue to try to meddle in U.S.
affairs to “stick it to America.”

He reiterated his belief
that Russia interfered in the
U.S. presidential election and
described the U.S.-Russia rela-
tionship as “complicated.”

“I think they find anyplace
that they can make our lives
more difficult, I think they find
that’s something that’s useful,”
he said

Pompeo also said he has
seen only minimal evidence that
Russia has pursued a serious
strategy against Islamic State
militants in Syria. He said any
suggestion that Russia has been
a U.S. ally in Syria is not borne
out by what’s happening on the
ground.

But Pompeo said he was
hopeful there will be places
in the world where the U.S.
and Russia can cooperate on
counterterrorism.

He said it’s difficult to
imagine a stable Syria with
President Bashar Assad still
in power. He called Assad a
“puppet of the Iranians,” who
now have a “significant foot-
hold in Syria.”

Russia will stay in Syria, he
said, because it loves its naval
port in Tartus, off the Mediter-
ranean Sea.

The CIA director spoke in
a wide-ranging conversation at
the Aspen Security Forum, an
annual gathering of intelligence
and national security officials
and experts in Aspen, Colorado.

He said the Trump admin-
istration is working on ways to
push back against Iran, which
wants to be a “kingpin” in the
Middle East.Pompeo continued
his criticism of the Obama
administration’s nuclear deal
with Iran. The Trump admin-
istration recently confirmed
that Iran had met its obliga-
tions under the deal but warned

it would face consequences for
breaching “the spirit” of the
accord — a reference to Iran’s
continued pursued of a ballistic
missile program.

When it comes to Iranian
compliance with the agree-
ment, Iran is a “bad tenant,”
Pompeo said. He likened their
compliance with a renter who
doesn’t pay rent until the land-
lord demands it and then sends
a bad check. He noted that Pres-
ident Donald Trump has been
working with Gulf states and
Israel to find a common way
to push back against Iranian
aggression in the region.

What won’t work s
appeasing Tehran or forcing
them into compliance, he said.

“When we have our strategy
in place, I'm confident you
will see a fundamental shift in
policy” toward Iran, Pompeo
said.

Pompeo also addressed the
threat from North Korea and
said Trump asks questions
about Pyongyang nearly every
time he sees him.

“It is at the front of his
mind,” Pompeo said.

It’s one thing for North Korea
to have a missile that can harm
the United States and another
for it to have an arsenal of such
weapons, he said, adding that
things can be done to narrow its
capacity to develop a stockpile.

While some people believe
North Korea’s leader is irra-
tional, Pompeo said he is
convinced Kim Jong Un
understands his core mission
— “which is to keep himself
in power.”While he avoided
saying the U.S. might favor a
regime change, Pompeo said
he’s “hopeful that we will find
a way to separate that regime”
from its nuclear capabilities.

“The North Korea people —
I’'m sure are lovely people —
and would love to see him go as
well. You know they don’t live
a very good life there,” Pompeo
said.
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Cancer isn'’t silencing
McCain in career’s
|atest chapter

WASHINGTON (AP) —
John McCain couldn’t bring
himself to vote for Donald
Trump — so he talked about
writing in his best friend’s name
for president. After the election,
he’s been the leading Senate
Republican critic of Trump’s
posture toward Russia. And
from his Arizona home, where
he’s battling brain cancer, the
Arizona senator on Thursday
lobbed a new attack at the White
House over its Syria policy.

The grave medical diagnosis
hit the six-term senator just as
he was settling into the latest
notable role in his storied career.
The ex-prisoner of war, former
GOP presidential nominee and
onetime standard-bearer of the
political Straight Talk Express
has emerged as a voice for what
some Republicans feel is a party
lost in the Trump era. He’s lam-
basted Trump as a defamer of
military  personnel, recoiled
from Trump’s willingness to
cozy up to Russian President
Vladimir Putin and rejected
Trump’s self-described boor-
ishness toward women.

On Thursday, less than 24
hours after announcing he’d be
undergoing treatment for glio-
blastoma, McCain promised —
warned, really — that he won’t
be gone for long. “He is yelling
at me to buck up so I'm gonna
buck up,” said Sen. Lindsey
Graham of South Carolina,
McCain’s close friend in the
Senate. It was classic McCain,
whose candor offers a dose
of authenticity and moxie at a
time when his fellow Republi-
cans control Congress and the
presidency but are struggling to
govern. His absence, however
long, raises the prospect of a
Senate without its sometimes
trash-talking, yet also self-
effacing, senator from Arizona
for the first time in more than
three decades. In the short term,
McCain’s treatment deprives
Senate Republicans of a vote
they need for a controversial
health care rewrite in the nar-
rowly divided chamber.

After audio surfaced in
October of Trump talking about
groping women, McCain broke
with the candidate and said he’d
write in Graham’s name on Elec-
tion Day. When Trump won, he
called for a special committee
to investigate Russian med-
dling in the election, recently
lamenting that the Russia issue
is “a challenge to Washington,
D.C., the way we do business, a
challenge to bipartisanship and
a challenge to the effectiveness
of this newly elected president.”

McCain, chairman of the
Armed Services Committee,
says he received sensitive infor-
mation last year and turned it
over to the FBI, an apparent
reference to an unsubstantiated
report that Russia had compro-
mising personal and financial
information about Trump.

On Thursday, from his
home in Arizona, McCain said
the administration would be
“playing right into the hands
of Vladimir Putin” if, as The
Washington Post  reported,
Trump was ending a pro-
gram to back the opposition to
Syrian President Bashar Assad.
Graham said McCain had called
him three times Thursday on
immigration legislation.

“I think John is a force that
is unique to him. He has done
things that most people could
not do,” said Graham. “Going
forward he’s excited, quite
frankly, about getting a second
chance to finish things that have
been stuck.” Yet for all of his
confrontational style, McCain
has voted with Trump most of
the time. He voted in favor of
most of the president’s Cab-
inet nominees and with Trump
against several Obama-era reg-
ulations. Longtime colleagues,
even those McCain has called
names, say he developed his
fearlessness as a navy aviator
held as a prisoner for more than
five years in Vietnam. Resil-
ience, they say, has fueled his
long Senate career and helped
him overcome two failed presi-
dential campaigns. For some,
McCain has become the moral
voice of the Republican Party,
whose leaders have not always
said out loud what they really
think about Trump.

“He’s not afraid of anybody
or anything, clearly,” said Texas
Sen. John Cornyn, a Republican
at whom McCain shouted, “F---
you!” in 2007. “He’s unique, to
say the least.”

“He does everything to make
sure he’s heard,” said GOP Sen.
Chuck Grassley of lowa, whom
McCain has called “a f------
jerk.” “When he disagrees with
people he’s going to tell them
he disagrees.”

He’s been known to apolo-
gize after some of his more col-
orful outbursts.Sen. Roy Blunt,
R-Mo., said pushing back
against the administration only
rarely requires a public chal-
lenge of the president. “But I
think John McCain figured out
that his personality and his his-
tory let him do that,” Blunt said.
“That irascibility helps keep
everybody else moving in the
right direction.” McCain’s rela-
tionship with Trump has long
been testy, dating back at least
to Trump’s declaration two
years ago that McCain was not
a war hero by virtue of having
been captured. McCain said
Trump owed other veterans an
apology for that.

The Arizona senator
emerged early in the Trump
administration as the new presi-
dent’s nemesis, breaking with
Trump on his immigration
order, warning him against any
rapprochement with Moscow,
lecturing him on the illegality
of torture and supplying.

in the Pago Plaza - across from ASPA office.

COME AND HAVE YOUR HAIR
DONE BY PROFESSIONAL
HAIR STYLISTS:

Veronica & Mali
Call for an appointment or stop by and see us!!
“Veronica is also a trained barber”

Tuesday - Saturday 9am to 4pm
Mondays (Appointments Only)

633-0774

moili te atamnadé

AMERICAN SAMOA

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
RE-BID

IFB No. Re-Bid ASCC# 005-2017
Date of Issuance: July 5, 2017

Due Date and Time: July 24, 2017
No Later than 2:00p.m. Local Time

The American Samoa Community College (ASCC) issues an Invitation for Bids (IFB)
from qualified firms to submit bids for the following:

“FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT (FF&E)
FOR ASCC NEW MULTIPURPOSE CENTER BUILDING”

SUBMISSION:

An original and one (1) copy of the Invitation for Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope
marked: ‘ASCC IFB#004-2017 Furniture, Furnishings & Equipment for new Multipurpose
Building” Bids are to be sent or email to the following address and will be received no later
than 2:00p.m. Local Time; Monday, July 24, 2017:

ASCC Procurement Office

Mapusaga Campus,

Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

Attn: Jessie Su'esu’e, Procurement Officer
Email: j.suesue@amsamoa.edu

Any bids received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any
circumstances. Late submissions will not be opened and will be determined as being non-

responsive.
DOCUMENTS:

The IFB complete package detailing requirements is available at the ASCC Procurement
Office, Mapusaga Campus during normal working hours and may also be obtained by emailing

j-suesue@amsamoa.edu
RIGHT OF REJECTION:

The American Samoa Community College (ASCC) reserves the right to reject any and/or all
bids and to waive any irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted bid proposals that are
not in the best interest of the college or the public.

Approved for Issuance by;
Dr. Rosevonne Makaiwi Pato

President, American Samoa Community College (ASCC)
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ASCC President Dr. Rosevonne Makaiwi Pato (far right) congratulates the College’s Special Administrative Assistant to the Dean of Academic Affairs Ms. Cheryl-
moanamarie Ripley (2nd right) for 40 years of service to ASCC. Joining them are (from left) Office of Institutional Effectiveness Director Mr. Sonny Leomiti, Human

Resources Office staff member Ms. Nazarene V.L. Apa, and HRO Director Mrs. Sereima Asifoa

[Photo: M. Ah Kau-Sagapolu]

Ex-Navy sailor
gets 40 years
for killing
transgender
woman

PASCAGOULA, Miss.
(AP) — A former Navy sailor
has been sentenced to 40 years
in prison for the 2016 stab-
bing death of a transgender
woman in Mississippi. Dwanya
Hickerson, 21, pleaded guilty
Thursday to murder in the
killing of Dee Whigham in a
St. Martin hotel room on July
23. Hickerson will also have
to serve 15 years for a robbery
charge. He could have faced the
death penalty if he had gone to
trial on the original charge of
capital murder.

Autopsy  results  show
Whigham, 25, was stabbed 119
times. Many of the wounds
were to the victim’s face, and
her throat was slashed three
times.

Jackson County Sheriff’s
Deputy Leo Allen said surveil-
lance video showed Hickerson
and Whigham walking together
into a Best Western Hotel room
around 8:30 p.m. He said Hick-
erson was seen leaving the
room alone about 23 minutes
later, his shirt around his neck,
WLOX-TV reported. Before
leaving the room, he took a
shower. Hickerson, a New
Orleans native, was training at
Keesler Air Force Base to be a
weather forecaster, according
to The Sun Herald .

Hickerson said in court
Thursday that he and Whigham
had been chatting online for a
couple of months but had never
met in person. He said they
decided to meet while she was
in Biloxi with friends.




