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By JAKE SEINER, AP Sports 
Writer

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea (AP) — In fi tting fashion, 
America’s 100th Winter Olym-
pics gold medal will be draped 
around the neck of one of its 
most decorated athletes.

Snowboarding great 
Shaun White earned the mile-
stone medal for the U.S. on 
Wednesday by throwing down 
a spectacular fi nal run in the 
men’s halfpipe. It’s the third 
career gold for White and 
makes him the fi rst American 
man to win gold at three sepa-
rate Winter Olympics.

It’s taken the United States 94 
years to reach 100 winter golds, 
and it’s only the second country 
to get there. It trails Norway, 
which started Wednesday with 
121. Germany is third with 92.

Here’s a look at how America 
got to the gold century mark:

FABULOUS FIRSTS
American speedskater 

Charley Jewtraw won the fi rst 
ever Winter Olympic gold 
medal in 1924 by claiming vic-
tory in the 500-meter speed-
skating event in Chamonix, 
France. It was America’s only 
gold at those games, and the 
hardware is now in the Museum 

of American History at the 
Smithsonian.

The U.S. won most of its 
early medals in speedskating 
and sliding events. Jennison 
Heaton got medal No. 2 in skel-
eton in 1928, and Americans 
didn’t break through in Alpine 
skiing until Gretchen Fraser 
won gold in 1948.

Dick Button won Ameri-
ca’s fi rst gold in fi gure skating 
in 1952, and the U.S. men’s 
hockey team beat Canada for 
its fi rst gold in 1960 at Squaw 
Valley, California.

MULTIMEDALISTS
Speedskaters Eric Heiden 

and Bonnie Blair lead all Amer-
ican winter Olympians with fi ve 
gold medals each. Heiden won 
all fi ve of his medals at the 1980 
Games in Lake Placid, New 
York, by setting four Olympic 
records and one world record. 
Blair got her fi rst gold in 1988, 
then won two each in 1992 and 
1994.They were just the latest 
in a long line of American 
speedskaters with multiple 
gold medals. The fi rst were 
Irving Jaffee and Jack Shea, 
who became the country’s fi rst 
two-time winter gold medalists 
in 1932. Up until these games, 
they still ranked third among 
American winter athletes with 
two gold medals each.

White bumped Jaffee, Shea 
and 10 others on Wednesday 
by winning his third gold. 
Two-time champions Jamie 
Anderson, Shani Davis and Ted 
Ligety still have events left in 
Pyeongchang.The fi rst Amer-
ican woman to win multiple 
gold medals was Andrea Mead 
Lawrence, who won slalom 
and giant slalom in 1952. She 
carried the Olympic torch for 
the 1960 opening ceremony 
in Squaw Valley, passing it to 
American gold medalist speed-
skater Ken Henry in a memo-
rable fl ame lighting.

SNOWBOARD 
DOMINANCE

Snowboarding’s addition 

to the winter slate in 1998 has 
helped America pad its total. 
The U.S. leads all countries with 
14 snowboarding gold medals, 
including all four of its golds at 
the Pyeongchang Games.

White has won the half-
pipe competition three times, 
and veteran Anderson got her 
second slopestyle gold earlier 
this week. The future looks 
strong, too, with 17-year-olds 
Red Gerard and Chloe Kim 
winning gold in slopestyle and 
halfpipe, respectively, at this 
year’s games.

BEST AND WORST
The U.S. won 10 gold medals 

in 2002 at Salt Lake City, its 
most at a single Olympics. 
Americans have since won nine 
golds in 2006, 2010 and 2014.

Despite ranking second 
overall in golds, the U.S. has 
only once led the medal table in 
gold. That was in 1932 at Salt 
Lake, when Shea and Jaffee 
paired with the two-man and 
four-man bobsled teams to tally 
six gold medals. The U.S. has 
taken some downturns, too. The 
country won just one gold each 
in 1964 and 1968, fi nishing 
eighth and ninth, respectively, 
in golds. After strong showings 
at Lake Placid in 1980 and Sara-
jevo in 1984, the U.S. again fi n-
ished ninth in gold medals with 
just two at the 1988 games in 
Calgary.

Shaun White wins America’s 100th Winter 
Olympics gold medal

FILE ‚Äì In this Feb. 21, 1980, � le photo, U.S. Olympic Speedskater Eric Heiden skates and wins 
the 1500 meters speedskating event at Lake Placid, N.Y. Heiden and Bonnie Blair lead all American 
winter Olympians with � ve gold medals each. Heiden won all � ve of his medals at the 1980 games 
in Lake Placid by setting four Olympic records and one world record.  (AP Photo/File)Ximilla vel ipictorecus

By BRIAN MAHONEY, AP Bas-
ketball Writer

The NBA will reach the 
All-Star break with conference 
races that are too close to call.

In fact, they could be closer 
than ever at the league’s show-
case event.

The Toronto Raptors take 
a one-game lead over Boston 
in the Eastern Conference into 
Wednesday, the last full night 
of play before a week off. In the 
West, the Golden State War-
riors’ lead is down to a half-
game over the surging Houston 
Rockets, who have won nine in 
a row.

Unless those leads grow 
after those four teams play 
Wednesday, it will be the fi rst 
time in NBA history that both 
conference leaders are ahead by 
one game or less at the All-Star 

break, according to the league.
If Houston beats Sacramento 

and Golden State loses to Port-
land, it will also mean both All-
Star coaches warrant their spots 
because of their records, instead 
of the rules.

Toronto’s Dwane Casey, 
who will coach Team LeBron, 
and Houston’s Mike D’Antoni, 
who will lead Team Stephen, 
clinched the coaching posi-
tions even though their teams 
didn’t lead the conferences at 
the cutoff date. Boston’s Brad 
Stevens and Golden State’s 
Steve Kerr were both ineligible 
because they coached last year.

But Casey isn’t celebrating 
as he heads off to his fi rst time 
as the head coach of an All-Star 
team, knowing the tough road 
ahead.

“That’s not even in my 

thought process,” he said after a 
115-112 victory over Miami on 
Tuesday.

“I’m upset even though we 
won because I know what’s 
coming around the corner. It’s 
like you’re going down a dark 
alley and here comes a group 
of guys with a baseball bat and 

you say, ‘Oh, hey, where’s the 
baseball game?’ at 12 o’clock at 
night. You know what’s coming 
around the corner.”

AND TOWARD THE 
BOTTOM OF THE 

BRACKET
It’s shaping up to be a wild 

West again.

Six teams are within 2 1/2 
games of each other from fi fth 
place, where Oklahoma City 
resides, to 10th. While New 
Orleans is holding the fi nal 
spot, the two teams right behind 
the Pelicans look as if they’ll 
be tough to hold off down the 
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Races too close to call 
at NBA All-Star break

(Continued on page B4)

From le� , Golden State Warriors’ Klay � ompson, Draymond Green, Kevin Durant and Ste-
phen Curry display their all-star jerseys before the start of an NBA basketball game against the 
Phoenix Suns Monday, Feb. 12, 2018, in Oakland, Calif. 

 (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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By DAVE CAMPBELL, AP 
Sports Writer

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
— Jaren Jackson Jr. scored 
a career-high 27 points on 
10-for-14 shooting for second-
ranked Michigan State, and the 
Spartans cruised to their ninth 
consecutive victory by beating 
Minnesota 87-57 on Tuesday 
night.

The Spartans (25-3, 13-2) 
notched their best 28-game 
record under coach Tom Izzo 
and pulled within a half-game 
of fi rst-place Ohio State in the 
Big Ten despite just fi ve points 
in 25 minutes from star Miles 
Bridges.

Nick Ward had 13 points and 
nine rebounds and Cassius Win-

ston pitched in 12 points for the 
Spartans, who made their fi rst 
six 3-point attempts and fi n-
ished 14 for 22 from behind the 
arc.

Isaiah Washington scored 
18 points and Jordan Murphy 
added 16 points and seven 
rebounds for the Gophers (14-
14, 3-12), who lost their eighth 
straight game.

When the Big Ten schedule 
was fi nalized over the summer, 
this game looked like one of the 
marquee matchups that would 
help shape the conference race. 
That was before Minnesota fell 
apart in early January, bulldozed 
by the sudden absence of senior 
center Reggie Lynch amid alle-
gations of sexual assault against 

him.
Any long shot the Gophers 

had of shocking the Spartans 
was lessened signifi cantly when 
starters Amir Coffey (shoulder) 
and Dupree McBrayer (shin) 
were again held out of the 
lineup. Coffey has missed 10 
of the last 12 games. McBrayer, 
after playing through the pain 
for several weeks, sat out for the 
second straight time.

Then whatever mystery 
about the outcome that might 
have still lingered at tipoff was 
erased by Michigan State’s 
long-range shooting. Win-
ston swished the fi rst three 3s, 
Jackson knocked down the next 
two, and Bridges hit one, his 
only made fi eld goal of the fi rst 
half, to build an 18-6 lead in less 
than fi ve minutes.

There’s much more to the 
Spartans than a bunch of out-
side shooters, though.

Ward made his burly pres-
ence felt with a jarring screen to 
the shoulder that made Gophers 
point guard Nate Mason wince 
in pain on the bench after being 
subbed out. He contributed 
a three-point play after con-
verting a power layup and then 
threw down a dunk on the next 
possession. Jackson, the only 
freshman in the otherwise-all-
sophomore starting lineup, 
added three blocked shots to his 
Big Ten-leading total.

The Spartans, who won 
their previous three games by 
three points each, had a 49-23 
rebounding advantage. They 
padded their 18-point average 
victory margin, third in the 
country entering the night, with 
a dominant performance from 
start to fi nish.

BACK TO THE BARN
Last season at Minnesota, 

the Spartans rallied for a 75-74 
overtime victory. They beat the 
Gophers 69-61 here on Jan. 2, 
2016, the only other visit they’ve 
made to Williams Arena during 
coach Richard Pitino’s fi ve-
year guidance of the program. 
Izzo’s fi rst experience on the 
raised fl oor actually came more 
than four decades ago, when his 
Northern Michigan team lost at 
Minnesota in 1974 and 1976.

(Photos:  Leua Aino Frost)

No. 2 MSU tops Minnesota 87-57 
with 27 points from Jackson

Michigan State’s Matt McQuaid, right, shoots as Minnesota’s 
Jordan Murphy defends during the � rst half of an NCAA college 
basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018, in Minneapolis. 

 (AP Photo/Jim Mone)

By MATT SUGAM, Associated 
Press

PISCATAWAY, N.J. 
(AP) — With senior captain 
Deshawn Freeman benched, 
star guard Corey Sanders had 
a game-high 30 points to lead 
Rutgers to a 67-58 overtime 
victory over Northwestern on 
Tuesday night at the RAC.
Sanders, who kept the Scarlet 
Knights (13-15, 3-12 Big Ten) 
alive all game, hit a game-tying 
3-pointer with 5.9 seconds left 
in regulation to send the game 
to overtime tied at 56. Rutgers 
closed out the game on a 31-13 
run.Derek Pardon hit his fi rst 
six shots and had 13 rebounds 
to go along with 12 points to 

lead Northwestern (15-12, 6-8). 
Scottie Lindsey added 19 points 
and Aaron Falzon — who went 
3 for 3 in the fi rst half — had 
eight points off the bench for 
the Wildcats.Pardon and Falzon 
started a combined 8-for-8 
shooting in the fi rst half.

Northwestern jumped out to 
an 8-2 lead on a Lindsey jumper 
assisted by Bryant McIntosh 
before Rutgers tied it at 10 on a 
Sanders layup.

The Wildcats almost pulled 
away early. Souf Mensah’s 
bucket stopped Northwest-
ern’s 12-2 run and left Rutgers 
trailing 23-16. Northwestern 
went into the break up 33-24.

BIG PICTURE

Northwestern: Losers of two 
in a row coming off a loss at 
Maryland, the Wildcats need to 
get back on track with a win as 
they try to build up a resume to 
make the NCAA Tournament 
after making it to the dance for 
the fi rst time a season ago.

Rutgers: Picked to fi nish last 
in the Big Ten, Rutgers is trying 
to dig itself out of the base-
ment of the conference as they 
snapped a seven-game losing 
streak.

BENCHED
Freeman didn’t play for the 

fi rst time this season because of 
a coach’s decision. The senior 
captain started 31of 33 games 
last year and all 17 this year.

Sanders leads Rutgers to 67-58 
OT win over Northwestern



samoa news,  Wednesday, February 14, 2018  Page B3  

Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone No: (684) 248-1234, Option #5
Email: humanresource@aspower.com
Website: www.aspower.com

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

PUBLIC JOB POSTING
Position Title
Department

Position Type
Division

Reports To 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC
Equipment
Support Services
Career Service (12 months probation)
Heavy Equipment Supervisor

Posting Date

Deadline

Pay Rate
Job Grade/Status

February 2, 2018
February 15, 2018, 4:00 p.m.
$8.89/hr - $9.25/hr
D/6/A – D/7/A, Non-Exempt

Major Duties & Responsibilities

Minimum Requirements

A Heavy Equipment Mechanic performs skilled tasks in the mechanical repair and maintenance of heavy trucks, earth 
moving, and related construction equipment, gasoline and diesel powered tractors, garbage trucks, dump trucks, and 
dozers. A Heavy Equipment Mechanic is primarily responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of heavy equipment. �e 
incumbent will be required to repair any heavy equipment that might break down, �x/adjust hydraulic pumps and safety 
valves, inspect repairs, and adjust diesel power units, hydraulic systems, injection valves and systems, and mold boards. 
He/she must also inspect, adjust, and repair gasoline/diesel machinery, vehicles, or equipment as well as any hydraulic/
cable operated attachments. �is position will repair and maintain trenching machines and set proper grade. �is position 
is also required to perform incidental welding operations on equipment; install, replace, or adjust �lters, belts, or similar 
objects to maintain equipment; and make skillful, controlled manipulations of small objects to repair equipment. He/
she must also communicate any unsafe conditions or accidents/injuries in a timely manner to the supervisor in order to 
facilitate prompt correction or reporting, must demonstrate continuous e�ort to improve operations, decrease turnaround 
times, streamline work processes, and work cooperatively and jointly to provide quality seamless customer service.

Education
Experience

Knowledge,  
Skills & Abilities

High school diploma or equivalent.
Must have �ve (5) years of experience in heavy equipment maintenance and repair. Welding knowledge 
or experience is a plus. Must also be able to successfully operate or use heavy equipment.
•	 Must	be	knowledgeable	in	heavy	equipment	maintenance	and	repair,	hydraulics,	the	construction	

and operation of internal combustion and diesel engines.
•	 Must	have	knowledge	of	the	tools	and	equipment	used	in	the	diagnosis,	overhaul,	repair	and	

adjustment of heavy equipment.
•	 Must	have	knowledge	of	auto	electronics	and	on-board	computers	and	how	to	access	them	for	

diagnosing problems.
•	 Must	be	able	to	remain	in	a	standing	position	for	extended	periods	of	time.	
•	 Must	be	capable	of	lifting	arms	above	shoulder	level	to	install	and	remove	transmission	components	

as well as bend or stoop repeatedly over time to check air pressure on tires. 
•	 Must	be	capable	of	manipulating	tools	in	areas	of	limited	spaces.	
•	 Must	be	able	to	move	heavy	objects,	fifty	pounds	or	more,	across	long	distances.	
•	 Must	be	able	to	work	safely	without	presenting	a	direct	threat	to	self	or	others.	
•	 Must	be	knowledgeable	of	the	hazards	of	the	job	and	is	trained	in	safety	precautions	of	the	trade.	
•	 Must	have	skills	in	the	care	and	use	of	hand	and	power	tools	employed	in	all	phases	of	heavy	

equipment mechanical maintenance and repair work. 
•	 Must	have	skills	to	use	automotive	servicing	equipment	such	as	A/C	recycler,	hydraulic	jack,	or	

emission analyzer. 
•	 Must	be	able	to	diagnose	defects	in	heavy	duty	equipment.	
•	 Must	be	able	to	understand	and	carry	out	oral	and	written	instructions	in	the	English	or	Samoan	

language. 
•	 Must	have	ability	to	complete	forms	to	record	or	report	information	in	standard	format	as	specified	

by the form and observe or monitor objects to determine compliance with prescribed operating or 
safety standards.

•	 Must	be	able	to	read,	understand	and	apply	information	from	charts,	graphs,	and	manuals.

Quali�ed applicants: Please submit a completed ASPA Employment Application with a copy of your resume to ASPA Human 
Resources (address listed above) by the deadline. Please attach copies of credentials and transcripts. Candidates selected for hire must 
pass examination (when applicable), pre-employment clearances & test negative on pre-employment drug test. ASPA reserves the 
right to waive education and experience requirements as necessary.

By DAVE JACKSON, Associated 
Press

DALLAS (AP) — American 
Airlines Center was once the 
most hostile road arena for the 
Sacramento Kings.

Not anymore.
Zach Randolph scored 22 

points, Bogdan Bogdanovich 
added 19 and the Kings used a 
big fi rst half to beat the Dallas 
Mavericks 114-109 on Tuesday 
night.Sacramento has won four 
of fi ve in Dallas after losing 
22 in a row here from 2003 to 
2016.“We were sharing the 
ball,” Randolph said. “Once 
we were moving the ball, we 
were getting attacks. That’s 
what good teams do — move 
the ball.”While the Kings were 
taking charge early, the Mavs 
played like a team that was 
starting the All-Star break one 
game early.Randolph scored 
18 in the fi rst half, helping Sac-
ramento to a 65-44 lead at the 
break. The Kings dominated the 
paint in the fi rst two quarters, 
scoring 40 points, while the 
Mavericks shot just 35 percent.

At one point in the second 
quarter, coach Rick Carlisle 
replaced his entire lineup, only 
to see the Kings beat the Mavs 
to two offensive rebounds that 
resulted in a Garrett Temple 
3-pointer that made it 46-28.

“Bad fi rst half, good second 
half, have a great break,” Car-
lisle said to open his postgame 
press conference. He then 
walked away from the podium 
before coming back to answer 
a few more questions, saying, 
“Our job is to compete, and we 
didn’t compete in the fi rst half, 
and that’s a problem.”

J.J. Barea led the Mavericks 
with 19 points, and Harrison 
Barnes and Dwight Powell 
each scored 18.The Kings had a 
26-point lead early in the third 
quarter before the Mavericks 
put together a 17-3 run fueled 
by four 3-pointers. But Sacra-
mento had an 88-71 advantage 
after three, and then opened the 

fi nal quarter with a 9-0 run to 
match its largest lead.

The Mavericks kept chip-
ping away for the entire quarter 
and closed with a 30-11 run to 
make the fi nal score close.

“The season got off to a 
little bit of a tough start, but 
we’ve been fi ghting and staying 
together,” Barea said. “We’ve 
got to help the young guys out, 
get better as a team and fi nish 
the season as best as we can.”
MR. SMITH GOES TO LOS 

ANGELES
The only Mavericks player 

attending All-Star weekend 
is rookie point guard Dennis 
Smith Jr., who will play in the 
Rising Stars game on Friday 
night and then join three others 
for the Verizon Slam Dunk 
contest Saturday.“I always 
wanted to be in the All-Star 
Game, not so much the dunk 
contest,” Smith said. “But to 
be in it is a blessing and I’m 
looking forward to it.”Smith 
scored 17 points against Sac-
ramento, but it was a former 
dunk contest winner, 41-year-
old Vince Carter, who put down 
the night’s most emphatic slam 
after he stole the ball and went 
in uncontested in the second 
quarter.     TIP-INS

Kings: Finished with 56 
points in the paint. “I thought 
we did a good job fi nishing 
around the rim,” coach Dave 
Joerger said. “Certainly our 
bigs were terrifi c.” Post players 
Randolph, Willie Cauley-Stein 
and Kosta Koufos shot 19 for 
28. ... Eight minutes into the 
game, Randolph had outscored 
the cold-shooting Mavericks all 
by himself, 11-8. ... Carlisle said 
Carter’s longevity was “beyond 
belief. ... He’s still playing at a 
good level. You’ve got to guard 
him.” Carter played for the 
Mavericks from 2011-14.

Mavericks: Dirk Nowitzki, 
Wesley Matthews and Barea 
returned after missing Sunday 
night’s loss to Houston due 
to various minor injuries. ... 

Randolph keys big fi rst half as 
Kings top Mavericks 114-109

Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki (41) of Germany 
defends as Sacramento Kings forward Zach Randolph (50) works 
for a shot in the � rst half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, 2018, in Dallas.  (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)

By IAN HARRISON, Associated 
Press

TORONTO (AP) — The 
Toronto Raptors were too dis-
appointed with their perfor-
mance to celebrate a win that 
guaranteed them the best record 
in the Eastern Conference at the 
All-Star break.

DeMar DeRozan scored 27 
points, Kyle Lowry had 22 and 
Toronto beat the Miami Heat 
115-112 on Tuesday night for 
its sixth straight victory.

The Raptors improved their 
NBA-best home record to 
24-4 despite being outscored 
31-17 in the fourth quarter and 
missing their fi nal eight fi eld-
goal attempts.

“It was terrible,” DeRozan 
said. “It was a terrible win. We 
can’t close out games like that.”

Toronto (40-16) plays its 
fi nal game before the break on 
Wednesday night.

Serge Ibaka had 14 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Rap-

tors, who also won six straight 
between Nov. 25 and Dec. 10 
and again between Dec. 13 and 
23.

C.J. Miles added 11 points, 
but the Raptors failed to extend 
its franchise-record fi ve-game 
streak of winning by 15 or more 
points.

“I think we all were dis-
pleased,” Lowry said of the 
fi nish. “We could have closed it 
out better.”

Goran Dragic scored 28 
points and James Johnson had 
16 for the Heat, who lost for the 
sixth time in seven games.

“We feel we’re a good team 
but we have some work to do,” 
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said.

Miami fell a half-game 
behind idle Philadelphia for 
seventh in the East. The Heat 
visit the 76ers on Wednesday.

“We defi nitely understand 
where we are in the standings,” 
Dwyane Wade said. “Coach 
makes sure we see the standings 

every day.”
Wade had 10 points and 

11 rebounds for the Heat, and 
Hassan Whiteside collected 10 
points and 10 boards.

Toronto led 112-96 with 
4:42 left but back-to-back bas-
kets by Dragic capped a 13-0 
spurt that made it 112-109 with 
56 seconds left.

“Closing out games has been 
an issue for us,” Raptors coach 
Dwane Casey said. “We had a 
comfortable 15-point lead and 
then we got comfortable.”

DeRozan stopped the run 
when he was fouled and missed 
the fi rst free throw before 
making the second.

After a Miami timeout, 
Dragic missed a 3 and Toron-
to’s Pascal Siakam grabbed the 
rebound. Lowry was fouled and 
made one, putting Toronto up 
fi ve with 27 seconds left, but 
a 3 by Wayne Ellington made 
it 114-112 with six seconds 

DeRozan scores 27, Raptors 
hold off Heat 115-112

(Continued on page B4)



remaining.
Miles split a pair of free 

throws before Josh Richard-
son’s last-chance 3 went wide.

Dragic scored 16 points in 
the third but the game turned 
after he went to the bench. 
DeRozan scored 19 points in 
the quarter, nine of them in a 
21-4 run over the final 4:34 as 
the Raptors took a 98-81 lead 
into the fourth.

“They just seemed to score 
every time down going the 
other way and we weren’t able 
to hold the fort,” Spoelstra said.

TIP-INS
Heat: F Kelly Olynyk (left 

shoulder) missed his third 

straight game. ... Miami made 
16 turnovers, leading to 28 
points for Toronto. .. The Heat 
have lost a season-worst four 
straight on the road.

Raptors: F OG Anunoby 
started after leaving Sun-
day’s win at Charlotte because 
of a sprained right ankle. ... 
Fred VanVleet had 10 points, 
extending his career-long streak 
of double-digit games to eight.

AERIAL ACROBATICS
DeRozan had the dunk of the 

game, a one-handed finish on an 
alley-lop pass from Lowry.

NOTHING’S FREE
Three of Toronto’s five 

missed free throws came in the 

final 41 seconds. Toronto shot 
18 for 23 at the foul line.

RARE FEAT FOR HEAT
Miami is one of four teams 

to win in Toronto this season, 
beating the Raptors 90-89 on 
Jan. 9 when Ellington scored a 
last-second layup. Golden State, 
Utah and Washington also won 
at Air Canada Centre.

UP NEXT
Heat: Visit the 76ers on 

Wednesday. Miami lost at Phil-
adelphia on Feb. 2.

Raptors: Visit Chicago on 
Wednesday. Toronto has won 
its past four meetings with the 
Bulls.
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stretch.
The Los Angeles Clippers 

are ninth, a half-game back of 
the final spot, and hard-charging 
Utah is another game back after 
10 straight victories.

The Clippers have won 12 of 
17, but realize they need to keep 
rolling after a nine-game losing 
streak in November forced them 
to play catch-up.

“For us, we have to try to win 
every game,” coach Doc Rivers 
said. “We dug ourselves a hole 
earlier, and it’s just, we’re in the 
West. You lose four in the West, 
you’re out. That’s just how it is. 
So we have to win games.”

The East is essentially down 
to nine teams for eight spots. 
Detroit is 2 1/2 games behind 
eighth-place Miami and nobody 
else is close.

PREVIEWING ALL-
STAR WEEKEND IN LOS 

ANGELES
—All-Star Game: For the 

first time, it won’t be East vs. 
West on Sunday night. It’s Team 
LeBron vs. Team Stephen after 
captains LeBron James and Ste-

phen Curry drafted teams from 
the pool of All-Stars, with the 
league hoping the new format 
leads to a more competitive 
game.

—Rising Stars Challenge: 
The NBA’s best rookies and 
second-year players meet, with 
a team of U.S. players facing a 
team from the rest of the world. 
The World Team has won two 
of three under this format, and 
will be led by Philadelphia’s 
Joel Embiid (Cameroon) and 
Ben Simmons (Australia).

—Slam Dunk Contest: The 
field includes two rookies, one 
All-Star, and one son of slam 
dunk royalty. Larry Nance Jr.’s 
father won the NBA’s first slam 
dunk title in 1984. Rookies 
Donovan Mitchell of Utah and 
Dennis Smith Jr. of Dallas, and 
Pacers All-Star Victor Oladipo 
round out the field.

—3-point Shootout: Hous-
ton’s Eric Gordon defends his 
title against a field that includes 
All-Stars Klay Thompson, the 
2016 champion, Paul George, 
Kyle Lowry and Bradley Beal. 

Also competing are Devin 
Booker of Phoenix, Tobias 
Harris of the Clippers and 
Wayne Ellington of Miami.

—Skills Challenge: The 
dribbling, passing and shooting 
event will have a new cham-
pion after New York’s Kri-
staps Porzingis had to pull out 
with a torn left ACL. Big men 
are 2 for 2 since joining what 
was previously an event for the 
little guys, with Karl-Anthony 
Towns winning in 2016. This 
year’s field: Embiid, Detroit’s 
Andre Drummond, Boston’s Al 
Horford, Chicago rookie Lauri 
Markkanen, Lou Williams 
of the Los Angeles Clippers, 
Brooklyn’s Spencer Dinwiddie, 
Sacramento’s Bu Wednesday, 
February 14, 2018 Hield and 
Denver’s Jamal Murray.
STAT LINE OF THE WEEK

T.J. McConnell, 76ers: 
10 points, 11 assists and 10 
rebounds in a 108-92 victory 
over New York on Monday. 
A triple-double off the bench 
would have been impressive 
enough, but the undrafted guard 
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➧ Races…
Continued from page B1

Toronto Raptors’ Kyle Lowry puts up a shot against Miami Heat, le� to right, Josh Richardson, 
Goran Dragic, and Hassan Whiteside during the �rst half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Feb. 
13, 2018, in Toronto.  (Mark Blinch/�e Canadian Press via AP)

➧ DeRozan.…
Continued from page B3

By JOHN ZENOR, AP Sports Writer
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (AP) — Donta Hall scored on alley-

oops, converted 3-point plays and spent a fair amount of time 
elevating his mismatched sneakers well into the air for dunks.

Hall had 20 points and eight rebounds to power Alabama to an 
80-65 win over LSU on Tuesday night. He played with a straw 
in his mouth for the second straight game and sported a crimson 
shoe on his right foot and a white one on his left “just because.”

“Now I’m going to start wearing two different shoes every 
game,” he said.

Hall spearheaded a 29-5 second-half run that turned a one-
point game into a second straight lopsided win for the Crimson 
Tide (17-9, 8-5 Southeastern Conference).

The Tigers (14-11, 5-8) managed just one field goal in a span 
of 13-plus minutes.

Apparently the straw is a good luck charm for Hall.
Fresh from a double-double in a win over No. 18 Tennessee, he 

had three dunks, a layup and a 3-point play during one sequence 
in the big run. Hall left the game with more than seven minutes 
left to chants of his name after making 8 of 10 shots.

“Hall played a tremendous game,” LSU coach Will Wade said. 
“Just dunked everything. Looked like he was playing on a Nerf 
goal out there, some of those.”

Collin Sexton had 15 points and six assists for Alabama despite 
being limited by foul trouble. Fellow freshman John Petty made 
all three 3-point attempts and scored 11 points.

Braxton Key scored 12 points and grabbed seven rebounds.
“In the second half, we had about a seven- to 10-minute spurt 

there that was as good a basketball as we’ve played all year,” Ala-
bama coach Avery Johnson said.

Daryl Edwards led LSU with 21 points on 8-of-10 shooting. 
Skylar Mays had 13 points and nine rebounds.

LSU’s own freshman star, Tremont Waters, made just 2 of 12 
shots for five points. “If we didn’t slow him down, we were going 
to have a tough night,” Johnson said.

Duop Reath also managed just five points after scoring 26 in a 
win over Mississippi.

Waters and Reath did contribute to a hot start in the second 
half to help the Tigers cut Alabama’s lead to 45-44. It was all Tide 
after that.

Even with Sexton exiting with his fourth foul with 15:50 left, 
Alabama reeled off 10 straight points to start the decisive run. As 
Wade said, “The floodgates opened.”

“Alabama really turned the screws up defensively,” he said.
Alabama made 10 of 21 3-pointers and shot 55.1 percent (27 

of 49) from the field.
BIG PICTURE

LSU: The Tigers won two of three games coming in but fell 
apart after starting the second half hot.

Alabama: The Crimson Tide won back to back games for the 
first time in three weeks, adding to a 78-50 romp over Tennessee. 
Despite some up-and-down performances, Alabama is building a 
solid NCAA Tournament resume.

Donta Hall powers Alabama 
to 80-65 win over LSU
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By STEVE MEGARGEE, AP 
Sports Writer

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— Grant Williams scored 22 
points and made a big basket in 
the closing seconds Tuesday as 
No. 18 Tennessee edged South 
Carolina 70-67 to hand the 
Gamecocks their sixth consecu-
tive loss.

Tennessee (19-6, 9-4 SEC) 
has won seven of its last eight 
and 10 of its last 12. The Vol-
unteers got back on track three 
nights after losing 78-50 at Ala-
bama for their most lopsided 
defeat of the season.

South Carolina (13-13, 4-9) 
continued its slide as the Game-
cocks have spent the last three 
weeks falling out of NCAA 

Tournament contention one 
season after their first Final 
Four appearance.

The Gamecocks made this 
one interesting, though.

After trailing 68-59 with 2 
½ minutes left, South Carolina 
scored eight straight points 
and got to within one on Chris 
Booker’s driving basket with 36 
seconds remaining.

Tennessee answered on its 
next possession as Williams 
made a move around Chris Silva 
and scored with 11 seconds left.

After calling a timeout with 
8.6 seconds remaining, South 
Carolina worked toward a 
potential game-tying 3-pointer. 
But Justin Minaya’s attempt 
from beyond the arc fell short 

of the front rim as the buzzer 
sounded.

Booker scored 19 points to 
lead South Carolina, while Silva 
and Hassani Gravett added 12 
points each. Jordan Bowden 
scored 14 and Admiral Scho-
field added 13 for Tennessee.

The game was physical from 
the start, as the two teams com-
bined for more fouls (25) than 
baskets (21) in the first half. 
South Carolina’s Maik Kotsar 
and Felipe Haase already had 
picked up three fouls each by 
halftime.

South Carolina tied the 
game 40-all on an Evan Hinson 
jumper with 18:29 left, but 
Tennessee answered with six 
straight points. After South Car-
olina got back to within 48-45, 
Tennessee went on a 10-0 
run. Lamonte’ Tuner capped 
that spurt with a 3-pointer that 
extended Tennessee’s lead to 
58-45 with 11:05 remaining.

But the Gamecocks refused 
to go away and managed to stay 
in the game all the way up to the 
final shot.

THE TAKEAWAY
South Carolina: Although 

the Gamecocks lost again, 
they deserve credit for staying 
close most of the way despite 
dealing with foul trouble. South 
Carolina had lost by an average 
margin of 21 points in the three 
games leading up to this one. 
The Gamecocks were much 
more competitive this time.

Tennessee: While the Vols 
did a nice job of recovering 
from their poor performance 
at Alabama, their inability to 
put away an inferior opponent 
at home offers some cause for 
concern. Tennessee seemed to 
have the game in hand before 
struggling in the final three 
minutes, though the Vols did 
respond by getting the ball to 
Williams when the lead had 
dropped to one and the game 
was on the line.

Williams helps No. 18 Tennessee 
outlast South Carolina 70-67

Employment Opportunity
LOOKING FOR CREATIVE  
WALL PAINTING ARTIST.

Please send resume to P.O Box 3838

All sizes. Size 2 and big ones 
for Fa’alavelave.

Contact 252-5005 or 699-2652

PIGS FOR SALE

Tennessee guard Chris Darrington (32) is fouled by South Caro-
lina forward Ibrahim Famouke Doumbia (14) during the �rst half 
of an NCAA college basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018, in 
Knoxville, Tenn.  (AP Photo/Crystal LoGiudice)

By GENARO C. ARMAS, AP Sports Writer
MILWAUKEE (AP) — The Milwaukee Bucks looked slug-

gish at times coming back from a four-game trip, and the worst 
team in the Eastern Conference was threatening to knock off them 
off at home.

All-Star forward Giannis Antetokounmpo led one last charge 
to help the Bucks hold on for a 97-92 win on Tuesday night over 
the Atlanta Hawks.

Antetokounmpo overcame a slow start from the field to hit two 
key buckets in the final three-plus minutes, and Khris Middleton 
led a balanced attack with 21 points as Milwaukee improved to 
9-2 under interim coach Joe Prunty.

They’re a threat again for a top-four playoff seed in the East.
“When everything is judged on those last three minutes, you’ve 

got to do whatever it takes to win,” said Antetokounmpo, who had 
15 points on 7-of-16 shooting and 15 rebounds.

Dennis Schroder scored 18 points for the Hawks, and Ersan 
Ilyasova had nine of his 15 points in the fourth quarter. Ilyasova 
spearheaded a late rally in which Atlanta erased a 12-point deficit 
and tied it at 84 on Kent Bazemore’s 3-pointer with 3:30 left.

Antetokounmpo answered with a mid-range jumper and layup 
to open an 8-0 run following a timeout. Schroder and Bazemore 
then whiffed on open layups following a steal with less than a 
minute left that could have helped the Hawks mount one last 
comeback.

“It’s guys making plays, that’s what it came down to. Making 
the extra effort, trying to get to the right spot defensively to close 
out,” Prunty said.

Better defense has lifted the Bucks since Prunty replaced the 
fired Jason Kidd on Jan. 22. They’ve held opponents to less than 
100 points eight times during Prunty’s 11-game tenure.

While the Bucks are thinking about the playoffs, the Hawks 
are building for their long-term future. They’ll pull out a few posi-
tives from challenging a playoff contender on the road.

“We’ve kind of stopped looking at records and the standings,” 
Bazemore said. “Our coach and our front office likes the nucleus 
we have here, we’re all growing ... it’s getting the pieces in place, 
getting the experience and we continue to push.”

TIP-INS
Hawks: Second in the league at forcing turnovers (15.8 per 

game), Atlanta got the Bucks to cough up the ball just 10 times. ... 
Bazemore had 17 points on 6-of-15 shooting.

Bucks: Forward Jabari Parker played 18 minutes and scored 
seven points after missing the previous game for rest. He has 
shown flashes of the explosiveness that made him a dangerous 
player before missing a year after suffering the second major left 
knee injury of his career on Feb. 8, 2017. At one point in the first 
half, Parker ripped down a rebound before dribbling nearly the 
length of the court and dishing near the bucket after drawing a 
double team.    ZELLER’S NEW HOME

Tyler Zeller had 14 points on 7-of-9 shooting and eight 
rebounds in his first game in Milwaukee since joining the team on 
the road before the trade deadline last week.

“It was actually kind of nice being on the road for the first five 
or six days, I could not worry about getting an apartment ..

Khris Middleton 
helps Bucks pull 
out sluggish win 

over Hawks

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo, center, is defended by Atlanta Hawks guard 
Kent Bazemore, le�, and Dewayne Dedmon, right, during the �rst half of an NBA basketball game 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018, in Milwaukee.  (AP Photo/Darren Hauck)
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By TYLER MASON, Associated Press
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Whenever the Minnesota Timber-

wolves threatened, the Houston Rockets had an answer.
It usually came from long range.
The Rockets hit 10 3-pointers in the fourth quarter to pull away 

for a 126-108 victory on Tuesday night, extending their winning 
streak to nine.

“I knew we were making our shots, but that fourth quarter, 
that’s what we’re capable of,” said Rockets guard James Harden. 
“I think it was a four-point game and we went on a 12-0. That’s 
how fast it was.”

Harden had 34 points, 12 assists and six rebounds. Ryan 
Anderson scored 21 points off the bench as the Rockets (43-13) 
snapped Minnesota’s 13-game home winning streak and pulled 
within a half-game of the Golden State Warriors for the best 
record in the NBA. Houston has won 16 of its last 18 games.

Karl-Anthony Towns had 35 points and 12 rebounds in Minne-
sota’s fi rst home loss since Dec. 16 against Phoenix. Jeff Teague 
added 25 points and eight assists, and Jamal Crawford came off 
the bench to score 11 points after starting 0 for 6 from the fl oor.

Minnesota led by as many as 13 in the fi rst quarter before 
Houston went on a run to take a four-point halftime lead. Trailing 
by 11, the Rockets used a 15-3 run to take their fi rst lead at 35-34.

Houston used 3-pointers to keep Minnesota at bay throughout 
the game and then to pull away late. Anderson scored 12 in the 
fourth quarter, all from 3-point range.

“He shoots it deep, so we have to understand that he shoots it 
deep,” Timberwolves coach Tom Thibodeau said. “He’s probably 
three feet beyond the 3, so you have to close and have an aware-
ness as to what we’re doing.”

Anderson hit a pair of 3-pointers early in the period to push 
Houston’s lead back to double digits and hit two more later in 
the quarter. Harden also connected three times from deep in the 
fourth. The Rockets as a team connected on 10-of-16 3-pointers 
in the fourth quarter alone.

“Tonight they played a big lineup so we wanted to take advan-
tage of our switches and our mismatches, and we did that,” 
Anderson said.

After turning the ball over four times in the fi rst quarter, the 
Rockets had just two turnovers the rest of the way. That allowed 
Houston to get its offense in a rhythm in the second half, when it 
outscored Minnesota 72-58.

The Timberwolves trailed just 95-91, but Houston hit four 
straight 3-pointers to take a 107-91 lead in a span of just over two 
minutes.

Minnesota was just 6 of 23 from deep. Harden and Anderson 
each hit as many shots from behind the arc as the Wolves did as 
a team.

“It’s very hard when they shoot 3s like that,” Towns said. “If 
they’re hitting 3s and we’re coming back with 2s, they get a one-
point advantage and an up-and-down possession. When they got 
it rolling like that, it’s very hard to stop them.”

Timberwolves forward Andrew Wiggins missed his fi rst 12 
fi eld goal attempts. Wiggins entered Tuesday’s game shooting 
55.6 percent in his previous four games. He fi nished 2 for 14.

TIP-INS
Rockets: Brandan Wright did not play, one day after signing 

with Houston as a free agent. He played in 27 games for Memphis 
this season. ... The Rockets have won 16 of their last 18 meetings 
against Minnesota.

Timberwolves: Towns tallied his league-leading 50th double-
double. ... Minnesota is now 16-2 at home this season against 
Western Conference opponents.

CHINESE NEW YEAR
The Rockets’ jerseys Tuesday had the team’s name written in 

Chinese characters on the front to celebrate Chinese New Year, 
which occurs this Friday.

TRIBUTE TO FLIP
On Thursday, Minnesota will hold Flip Saunders Night in 

memory of the team’s former coach and president of basketball 
operations who died in October 2015. A banner honoring Saun-
ders will be raised before the game against the Lakers.

UP NEXT
Rockets: Visit Sacramento on Wednesday.
Timberwolves: Host Lost Angeles Lakers on Thursday.

Harden scores 
34 as Rockets 
beat Wolves 

126-108

Minnesota Timberwolves forward Andrew Wiggins (22) shoots in front of Houston Rockets’ Clint 
Capela (15) during the � rst quarter of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018, in Minne-
apolis.  (AP Photo/Andy Clayton-King)
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By BEN WALKER, AP Sports 
Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Flynn 
the bichon frise won best 
in show at the Westminster 
Kennel Club on Tuesday night, 
a choice that seemed to surprise 
almost everyone in the crowd at 
Madison Square Garden.

Fans who had been loudly 
shouting for their favorites 
fell into stunned silence when 
judge Betty-Anne Stenmark 
announced her decision.

No matter, the white powder 
puff was picked and walked off 
as America’s top dog.

Guided by expert handler 
Bill McFadden, Flynn beat out 
Ty the giant schnauzer, Biggie 
the pug, Bean the Sussex 
spaniel, Lucy the borzoi, Slick 
the border collie and Winston 
the Norfolk terrier.

“It feels a little unreal,” 
McFadden said. “I came in 
expecting nothing except 
hoping for a good performance, 
and I think I got it.”

Underdogs and upsets are 
way more than the norm on the 
green carpet of the Garden.

Ty came into this competi-
tion as the nation’s No. 1 show 
dog last year and fi nished as the 
runner-up. He endeared himself 
to the crowd by jumping up and 
putting his front paws around 
handler Katie Bernardin after 
winning the working group ear-
lier in the evening.

Cheers of “Let’s go, Biggie!” 
bounced all arena for the pop-
ular pug. And Bean was a clear 
crowd favorite, the way he sat 
up straight on his hind legs and 
begged judges for the biggest 
treat in dogdom.

Almost 6, Flynn posted his 
42nd career best in show vic-
tory in what is almost certainly 
his last show before retiring.

The famed JR was the only 
other bichon to win Westmin-
ster, in 2001. McFadden has 
enjoyed success at the Garden, 
having guided Mick the Kerry 
blue terrier to the title in 2003.

Flynn won’t get much rest 
before beginning his victory 
lap. Wednesday’s schedule 
includes visits to the morning 
TV news shows, a steak lunch 
at Sardi’s, a trip to the top of 
the Empire State Building and 
possibly a walk-on part at a 
Broadway show.

The Westminster-winning 

team gets no prize money. 
Instead, there’s a shiny bowl, 
lucrative breeding fees and, 
most of all, a lifetime of 
memories.

The 142nd Westminster 
event drew 2,882 entries in 202 
breeds and varieties. Among 
those who didn’t quite make the 
cut: face-licking Spicy Nacho 
the miniature bull terrier who 
drew laughs, just not the judge’s 
look.

A Westminster 
wow: Bichon 
frise becomes 
America’s top dog

Bill McFadden shows Flynn, a bichon frise, in the ring during the non-sporting group during the 
142nd Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, Monday, Feb. 12, 2018, at Madison Square Garden in 
New York. Flynn won best in the non-sporting group.  (AP Photo/Mary Alta� er)
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By RAMON ESPINOSA, Associated Press
SANTIAGO, Cuba (AP) — Relatively small 

and short on resources, Cuba has long been an 
outsize power in amateur athletics, bringing back 
hundreds of Olympic and international medals 
in sports including boxing, track and fi eld and 
wrestling.

Its efforts have been entirely state-run, with 
talented children entering government programs 
early and spending their young adult lives in the 
arms of an offi cial program that focuses their 
every minute on athletic glory.

But in the neighborhood of Chicharrones in 
the city of Santiago, a wrestling-loving train con-
ductor named Leandro Heredia Marrero is trying 
to replicate that success without the help of the 
government in a homegrown, neighborhood-
backed program to support aspiring wrestlers.

Two years ago, Heredia Marrero, 55, started 
bringing children to Chicharrones for training 
and a tournament. The youths stay with local 
families, who often depend on small donations 
to feed the extra mouths and entertain the kids 
during the seven-day tournament. Local doctors 
and nurses volunteer their time to monitor the 
wrestlers’ health and treat any injuries.

 “We did it on the spur of the moment, in a 
pretty improvised way,” Heredia said. “We didn’t 
have referees or all the equipment we needed, but 
fi nally everyone got behind it.”

Heredia was never a wrestler himself, but 

developed a fervent interest in the sport after his 
sons wrestled in state programs. He was formally 
trained as a referee by local sports schools, like 
the other referees in the Chicharrones events.

The second Chicharrones tournament began 
in late January with performances by local bands 
and circus performers, and the child partici-
pants dancing in a procession through the streets 
around the tournament site. Even though it’s not 
offi cially sanctioned, the local government gave 
its implicit blessing by, for example, lending 
some equipment for the events.

 The more than 150 young wrestlers were 
divided into teams from various provinces 
across Cuba and the Chicharrones neighborhood 
itself, with Santiago province’s team taking the 
championship.

Events included freestyle, Greco-Roman 
wrestling and girls’ events. Participants lodged 
with some 70 families around the neighbor-
hood. A state school donated a wrestling mat, 
and neighbors cleaned, painted and repaired the 
gym where the tournament took place. Home-
made bleachers weren’t big enough to seat the 
hundreds of people who crammed in to watch the 
tournament.

Heredia, who has been conducting trains 
for 38 years, says his dream is creating a pro-
fessional-quality wrestling school that can feed 
Cuban youths’ appetite for the sport.

AP PHOTOS: Cuban conductor’s 
homemade wrestling competition

In this Jan. 23, 2018 photo, volunteer nurse Elena Bandera Silega and Doctor Felix Ame Perez sit 
on the sidelines of the week-long student wrestling championship coined “� e truth of my neighbor-
hood,” organized by locals in the Chicharrones neighborhood of Santiago, Cuba. Local doctors and 
nurses volunteered their time to monitor the wrestlers’ health and treat any injuries. 

 (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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In this Jan. 22, 2018 photo, young wrestlers are weighed by an instructor during the week-long 
student wrestling championship coined “� e truth of my neighborhood,” organized by locals in the 
Chicharrones neighborhood of Santiago, Cuba. � e more than 150 young wrestlers were divided 
into teams from across the country, with Santiago province’s team taking the championship. 

 (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)

By KYLE HIGHTOWER, AP Sports Writer
KINGSTON, R.I. (AP) — Rhode Island kept its winning 

streak going on Tuesday night. And it hopes it avoided a major 
injury to one of its key players in the process.

Jared Terrell had 17 points and the 16th-ranked Rams extended 
their winning streak to 16 games with an 85-67 victory over 
Richmond.

Cyril Langevine added 15 points and six rebounds off the 
bench for the Rams (21-3, 13-0 Atlantic 10), who now have the 
longest single-season streak in school history. The longest ever 
was 22 games over two seasons in 1937-38 and 1938-39.

But the Rams had a scary moment late in the fi rst half when 
senior guard E.C. Matthews left the game with a left knee injury 
after getting tangled up with Richmond’s Grant Golden on a loose 
ball.

Coach Dan Hurley said afterward that Matthews’ prognosis is 
“good.”

“We’ll leave it at that,” he said. “We don’t know what the 
timetable is. Scary. Hard to watch. It jolted all of us because of 
everything that guy has been through.”

Matthews, the Rams’ second-leading scorer, previously missed 
six games earlier this season after breaking his left wrist in URI’s 
second game. His return to action in mid-December marked the 
start of its winning streak.

Matthews previously suffered a right knee injury in the 2015-16 
opener that caused him to miss the rest of that season.

Terrell said while they were affected by seeing Matthews 
go down again, he felt like the team was able to compose itself 
quickly.

“We had it in the back of our mind, but we’ll always play hard. 
We’ll always play for each other,” Terrell said.

URI has won four of last fi ve meetings with the Spiders (9-16, 
7-6).

Nick Sherod led Richmond with 21 points. Grant Golden 
added 16 points and seven rebounds.

Entering Tuesday, either Matthews or Sherod had scored at 
least 20 points in 11 of the team’s previous 15 games. 

No. 16 URI streak 
reaches 16 with 85-67 

win over Richmond
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COUPLE CELEBRATES 50 YEARS TOGETHER WITH ABBY’S BLESSING

DEAR ABBY: When I was 16 and wanted to get married, my father suggested I write to Dear Abby 
(your mom was writing the column back then) and ask her opinion. He said he would agree with what 
she said. I did, and Abby wrote me back. We did get married, and I decided that on our 25th anniver-
sary, I would let you know how we were doing. You printed my letter.

As we celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary year, I want you to know our marriage has only 
strengthened. A very young couple who began life together with no idea what path we would take has 
experienced the best that life could offer. We have two beautiful daughters, wonderful grandchildren 
and a great-grandchild. We’ve had success in our careers, traveled the world, visited every state in 
our great country and can confi dently relate that life has been good. Commitment through the good 
and bad times is the key to a lasting marriage. It isn’t always easy, but the rewards far outweigh the 
problems. -- TOOK THE ADVICE IN MONTANA

DEAR TOOK THE ADVICE: I’m pleased to know you are as happy on your 50th anniversary as you 
were on your 25th. It’s interesting you would say that the key to a lasting marriage is commitment. I 
would offer that it is also mutual respect. (My mother once said that the key to a lasting marriage is 
a husband who lasts!) My warmest congratulations to you both, and a very happy Valentine’s Day to 
you, your husband and to all my readers.

DEAR ABBY: I’m married to a beautiful woman, “Suzonne.” We are bodybuilders and into fi tness, 
so we are both quite muscular. Recently, my wife cut her hair short. It’s a great look for her, and we 
both love the style. Unfortunately, some people have begun calling her “sir” at work and when she’s 
out and about. Suzonne waits tables a couple of nights a week for extra income. Some of the cus-
tomers have gone so far as to keep calling her “sir” after she has told them that she’s female. 

This infuriates me because it’s so disrespectful. I know it hurts my wife’s feelings, although she 
has been super strong about it. It’s plain when you look at Suzonne that she is a beautiful woman. 

How can she nip this in the bud before it starts to make her feel bad? I feel a strong need to defend 
her, and I don’t want to get into a physical altercation with anyone over it. -- HURT FEELINGS IN 
FLORIDA

DEAR HURT FEELINGS: Because your wife has a muscular build and a short haircut, it’s possible 
some of the individuals who call her “sir” are making an honest mistake. However, for someone to 
persist after being informed that she is a woman is extremely rude. (It makes me wonder if the offender 
has a warped sense of humor or is threatened by her muscular appearance.) 

When it happens at work, Suzonne should ask her manager how the situation should be handled 
rather than allow it to continue. But under no circumstances should you get into a physical altercation 
because of it. Instead, on the home front, continue to reassure your wife that she’s beautiful.

Happy Birthday: Don’t get carried away or overreact to what others do or say. Remain calm and 
make rational decisions and the success you desire will be yours. Don’t be tempted by those seeking 
indulgence and excess. Stay tuned in to what matters, not what others have. Make this a year of 
progress and humanitarian acts that make a difference. Your numbers are 5, 17, 22, 26, 30, 34, 47.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Make personal changes for the right reasons. Look at the conse-
quences that will result if you are reluctant to follow through with your plans. Live up to your word and 
make a point to encourage others to do the same. ����

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Too much of anything will result in a setback. Only offer what you 
can and only put up with what’s reasonable. Good things will come your way if you put in the effort 
required to accomplish what you set out to do. ��

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Go about getting what you want by offering to do things for others. A 
desire to share with others should be your motivation to make the world a better place. Your involve-
ment in practices that bring about positive change will alter your life. �����

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You’ll be tempted to implement change because someone else 
does. Think twice before you follow in the footsteps of someone who is underestimating what it will 
take to reach his or her goal. Be smart with your fi nances. ���

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Old emotions will surface. Recognize what’s causing you to feel the way 
you do and make adjustments to your life that will ease your stress and help you head toward the 
people and things you enjoy most. ���

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A change in a contract, settlement or the way you treat a physical 
problem will be helpful. Don’t be afraid to try something new. Stubbornness will work against you. 
Disillusionment regarding a relationship will leave you unsure of your future. ���

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Refuse to let anyone put demands on you. Take care of your responsi-
bilities quickly and make plans to do something that you enjoy. Spending time with someone special 
is encouraged as long as you are moderate in your spending.�����

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Focus on the information and ideas that come from an unusual 
source. You don’t have to go overboard, but you do have to try something unique if you want to 
achieve peace of mind. Good results will come from mindfulness, not anger. �����

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Overreacting will hold you back. Avoid any situations that 
require you to be dishonest or which may lead to confusion. Own up to what you want and get on 
with your life. Positive change begins with truth. ����

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t be tempted to get involved in something that is going to 
cost you emotionally, fi nancially or legally. Set boundaries and only do what brings you greater secu-
rity. Avoid unstable or unpredictable individuals. ���

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Look for the path that fi rst encouraged you to be a participant. 
Don’t sit back when you can bring about positive changes. Make your life and the lives of those you 
love better. A healthy attitude will ensure positive results. ���

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You’ll be tempted to give in to someone who is asking too much. 
Unreasonable demands will be placed on you if you aren’t quick to say “no” and walk away. Refuse 
to get dragged into an argument that will lead to a stalemate. ���

ACROSS
1 Breakfast 

fodder
5 Biblical 

hymn
10 Handy 

things?
14 Vaccine 

type
15 Open 

courtyards
16 In ___ of 

(rather than)
17 Jot down
18 Court 

conflict
19 North Pole 

explorer
20 Golden 

parachutes 
and such

23 Famous
24 Life of ___ 

(ease)
25 French 

caps
28 Prefix with 

“fall”
30 Latin I word
31 Mind 

other’s 
business

33 Mother 
of all

36 Vibrant 
shade

40 Employ
41 No longer 

confined
42 Ready, 

willing  
and ___

43 Transmitted
44 Some 

chamber 
composi-
tions

46 Tossed over 
the shoulder

 49 Life form
 51 Brand-new 

Mr. and 
Mrs.

 57 Shamu, 
for one

 58 Piano 
exercise

 59 Soothing 
plant

 60 Common 
ship wood

 61 Farm 
storage 
buildings

 62 Old France
 63 Notice from 

afar
 64 Smell or 

fragrance
 65 Boundaries
DOWN
  1 Countless 

years
  2 Enlarge
  3 Concert 

take
  4 Most 

aerody-
namic

  5 Quality that 
evokes pity

  6 Scatter 
about

  7 Suffix with 
“parliament”

  8 Deceiver
  9 Liquor type
 10 Even 

though
 11 Qatar 

currency
 12 Country 

legend 
Haggard

 13 Foamy
 21 Noisy 

breaker-
upper

 22 Curtain kin
 25 Hindi title
 26 Tall Aussie 

runners
 27 Make a 

top 10 list
 28 Vatican VIP
 29 Clark or 

Rogers
 31 One way 

to be free
 32 Certain 

Greek  
letters

 33 German 
river to the 
North Sea

 34 Chevy 
model

 35 Sheep 
matriarchs

 37 Funeral song
 38 Ely of 

“Tarzan” 
fame

 39 English or 
Latin

 43 Adjective 
for Pete?

 44 Most 
pleasant

 45 Plastic ___ 
Band

 46 Young pig 
(var.)

 47 Traditional 
wisdoms

 48 Open an 
aspirin 
bottle

 49 Ancient 
Greek 
council

 50 ___ a happy 
17-Across

 52 Slob’s 
creation

 53 Psych 
finale?

 54 Agenda
 55 Forte, 

musically
 56 Snakelike 

fishes
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OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 
— LeBron James scored 37 
points, and the new-look Cleve-
land Cavaliers got a much dif-
ferent result this time against 
the Oklahoma City Thunder in 
a 120-112 victory on Tuesday 
night.

It was Cleveland’s second 
straight win since adding 
George Hill, Rodney Hood, 
Jordan Clarkson and Larry 
Nance Jr. in trades, and their 
fourth straight victory overall.

J.R. Smith added 18 points 
for the Cavaliers, who lost to 
the Thunder 148-124 on Jan. 20 
with a very different roster.

Paul George scored 25 points 
and Carmelo Anthony 24 for the 
Thunder. Steven Adams added 
22 points and 17 rebounds, and 
Russell Westbrook scored 21 
points. Westbrook and Anthony 
had missed the past two games 
with sprained ankles.
ROCKETS 126, TIMBER-

WOLVES 108
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — 

James Harden had 34 points, 
12 assists and six rebounds, and 
Houston beat Minnesota for its 
ninth straight victory.

Ryan Anderson scored 21 
points off the bench as the 
Rockets (43-13) snapped Min-
nesota’s 13-game home win-
ning streak and pulled within a 
half-game of the Golden State 
Warriors for the best record in 
the NBA. Houston has won for 
the 16 of its last 18 games.

The Rockets made 10 
3-pointers in the fourth quarter, 
when they scored 42 points.

Karl-Anthony Towns had 35 
points and 12 rebounds in Min-
nesota’s fi rst home loss since 
Dec. 16 against Phoenix. Jeff 
Teague added 25 points and 
eight assists, and Jamal Craw-
ford came off the bench to score 
11 points after starting 0 for 6 
from the fl oor.
RAPTORS 115, HEAT 112

TORONTO (AP) — DeMar 
DeRozan scored 27 points, Kyle 

Lowry had 22 and Toronto beat 
Miami for its sixth straight win.

Toronto (40-16) improved 
its NBA-best home record to 
24-4 and ensured it will be the 
top team in the Eastern Confer-
ence at the All-Star break.

Serge Ibaka had 14 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Rap-
tors, who also won six straight 
between Nov. 25 and Dec. 10 
and again between Dec. 13 and 
23.

C.J. Miles added 11 points, 
but the Raptors failed to extend 
its franchise-record fi ve-game 
streak of winning by 15 or more 
points.

Goran Dragic scored 28 
points and James Johnson had 
16 for the Heat, who lost for 
the sixth time in seven games. 
Dwyane Wade had 10 points 
and 11 rebounds, and Hassan 
Whiteside collected 10 points 
and 10 boards.

BUCKS 97, HAWKS 92
MILWAUKEE (AP) — 

KHRIS MIDDLETON HAD 
21 POINTS TO LEAD A 

BALANCED ATTACK FOR 
MILWAUKEE, AND ALL-

STAR FORWARD GIANNIS 
ANTETOKOUNMPO HIT 
TWO KEY BUCKETS IN 

THE FINAL THREE-PLUS 
MINUTES.

Tyler Zeller added 14 points 
on 7-of-9 shooting in his fi rst 
game in Milwaukee since 
joining the team on the road 
before the trade deadline last 
week. The Bucks improved to 
9-2 since Joe Prunty took over 
as interim coach following the 
fi ring of Jason Kidd, getting 
back in the race for a top-four 
playoff seed in the East.

Dennis Schroder scored 
18 points for the Hawks, and 
Ersan Ilyasova had nine of his 
15 points in the fourth quarter. 
Ilyasova spearheaded a late 
rally in which Atlanta erased a 
12-point defi cit and tied it at 84 
on Kent Bazemore’s 3-pointer 
with 3:30 left.

James has 37, new-look Cavs 
avenge loss to Thunder

American Samoa

Department of  
EDUCATION

TO ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SPELLING BEE WINNERS FOR 2018, 
please email your Biographies and a Photo to 

maelynnsamoanews@gmail.com/samoanews.ads@gmail.com.
OR drop it off at our office, located across from the ASG Port. 

We are open from 8:00am until 4:00pm Monday through Friday.
For more information please contact 633-5599.

ATTENTION!!
Island-Wide Territorial Spelling Bee 

will be held on Wed, Mar. 7, 2018

American Samoa

Territorial Spelling Bee

Department of  
EDUCATION

in conjunction with

What is your name?
   Mariafaustina Lualua Faalogo
What is your school name?
   Laulii Elementary School
What grade are you in?
   Grade 7 
Who is your English Teacher?
   Mrs. Saena Fruean, Valasi  
Tagovailoa & Ms. Talau’u Utuone
Who are your parents?
 Mr. Kome & Mrs. Faataualofa 
Faalogo
What village are you from?
    Laulii
What was your winning word?
    EGALITARIAN

�e student at the right 
will represent   
Lauli’i Elementary 
School in the American 
Samoa Spelling Bee to 
be held March 07, 2018.
�e winner of that Bee 
will represent American 
Samoa in the 90th 
annual Scripps Howard 
Spelling Bee to be held 
in Washington, D.C.

Spelling Bee Winners, if you’ve not filled out your biography and had your picture taken, please come in to Samoa News.

Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!
BIOGRAPHY OF A 2018 
SPELLING BEE FINALIST
BIOGRAPHY OF A 2018BIOGRAPHY OF A 2018
SPELLING BEE FINALIST

Major Sponsor

McDonald’s

What is your name?
  
What is your school name?
   
What grade are you in?
   
Who is your English Teacher?
   
Tagovailoa & Ms. Talau’u Utuone
Who are your parents?
 Mr. Kome & Mrs. Faataualofa 
Faalogo
What village are you from?
    
What was your winning word?
    

will represent American 

Spelling Bee Winners, if you’ve not filled out your biography and had your picture taken, please come in to Samoa News.

SPELLING BEE FINALIST

Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James (23) celebrates 
with teammate Jordan Clarkson during the second half of the 
team’s NBA basketball game against the Oklahoma City � under 
in Oklahoma City, Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018.  (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)


