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Sau Ia’s 2018 (IFBB) Body Building 
Champion is Ben Matale Fili of Samoa
                                                                    FIRST TIME FOR INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF BODY                    
       BUILDING EVENT IN AM SAMOA

by T. Gasu
Samoa News Sports Correspondent

The 3rd Annual Sau Ia Body Building Championship held at the Gov. H. R. Lee Audito-
rium last Saturday evening was the fi rst time the International Federation of Body Building 
(IFBB) hosted an event in the territory. Samoa’s Ben Matale Fili is the Overall Winner of the 
Men’s Body Building Champion; while the Overall Winner of the Women’s Body Building 
Champion is Titiula Manuma of Nu’uuli. 

During the opening ceremony, the President of Sau Ia Peter Reid announced that this was 
the fi rst time the IFBB is hosting a body building competition in the territory. 

He added, “Another fi rst for us is that this is the fi rst time that we have our brothers from 
the neighboring Samoa visit us with a team of fi ve contestants, and we’re very proud to have 
them here led here by Samoa’s Body Building President.”

“Another fi rst for this year is our partnership with the American Samoa Government, 
we’d like to extend our thank you to the Department of Health — this is the fi rst time that 
we’ll have scholarships offered to our winners, a total of fi ve $5,000 scholarships offered by 
Argosy University” Reid said.

The representative of New Zealand’s International Federation of Body Building Esther 
Tofi lau spoke on behalf of IFBB acknowledging, “Sau Ia’s collaboration with the American 
Samoan Government, I think that’s what it’s all about. Health and wellness, our landscapes 
and many of our countries have changed so it’s really good to see the progress.”

Tofi lau said, “I am here to represent IFBB, we have a total of 193 countries, and the 
last country was actually American Samoa who joined us last year and they are offi cially 
a member of the federation. We hold over 2,500 annual events worldwide. We were estab-
lished in 1946.”

The winner of the 2018 (IFBB) Sau Ia Body Building Championship was 21 year old Ben 
Matale Fili of Faleula, Samoa. 

Samoa News spoke to the Champion who competed for the second time in IFBB com-
petition – his fi rst appearance on stage was last year’s Samoa’s Body Building Champion-
ship, where he won 1st Place in the Juniors category, and 2nd Place Overall in the Men’s 
competition.

According to Fili, “At fi rst I couldn’t believe it, but it was a dream come true for me. My 
family was all I thought about, you know, I always want to make my family especially my 
parents proud of me — I know they weren’t here to watch me perform but I was very glad 
and very excited to bring the championship home.”

He’s thanks and acknowledges those who’ve supported him along the way to this com-
petition, “Firstly I want to thank our almighty Heavenly Father who made this possible for 
me. A big fa’afetai and fa’amalo to my family, especially to my parents and sister. To my 
colleagues and workmates for being the realists and being very supportive  – a special thank 
you to my major sponsor Joes Gym #teamJoe and to my personal trainer John Lemoa, thank 
you all very much.”

WINNERS OF CATEGORIES
Overall Men’s Body Building Champion — Ben Matale Fili.
Overall Women’s Body Building Champion — Titiula Manuma.
Winner of the Women’s Junior Category – Monique Hollister. 
Women Physique Overall Winner — Titiula Manuma, 2nd Place — Casey Manuka.
Winner of the Overall Men’s Junior Category — Fa’afetai So’oalo. 
Winner of the Overall Men’s Physique — Joseph Asiata.
Men’s Masters Category — Floyd Scanlan, 2nd Place — David Fanene. 
Men’s Over 70kg — Aunese Tauinaola, 2nd Place — Joseph Asiata.
Men’s Over 80kg Category – Ben Matale Fili, 2nd Place — David Fanene.
Men’s Over 90kg Category – Bert Fuiava, 2nd Place — Lomi Lole.
Men’s Over 100kg Category — Carl Brighouse, 2nd Place — Floyd Scanlan
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2018 Sau Ia 
(IFBB) Body Building 
Overall Men’s Cham-
pion, Ben Matale Fili 
– fl exing for the crowd.
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By GREG BEACHAM, AP Sports Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Fergie is apolo-

gizing after trying something different with the 
national anthem at the NBA All-Star Game.

“I’ve always been honored and proud to 
perform the national anthem and last night I 
wanted to try something special for the NBA,” 
the Grammy-winning singer said in a statement 
Monday. “I’m a risk taker artistically, but clearly 
this rendition didn’t strike the intended tone. I 
love this country and honestly tried my best.”

Fergie’s slow, bluesy rendition of “The Star-
Spangled Banner” on Sunday night wasn’t par-
ticularly well received at Staples Center or on 
social media before the 67th edition of the NBA’s 
annual showcase.

A low chuckle rumbled through the sold-out 
arena after she fi nished the fi rst line of the song 
with a throaty growl on “the dawn’s early light.”

Fans throughout the star-studded crowd 
reacted with varying levels of bemusement and 
enthusiasm while her languid, 2 ½-minute ver-
sion of the song continued. Although Fergie was 
on pitch, her tempo, musical accompaniment 
and sexy delivery were not exactly typical for a 
sporting event or a patriotic song.

Golden State All-Star Draymond Green cap-
tured Sunday’s mood — and became an instant 
GIF — when he was shown open-mouthed on 
the scoreboard and the television broadcast in 
apparent confusion over the unique vocal styl-
ings. Green then chuckled to himself after real-
izing he was on TV.

After a forceful fi nish, Fergie fi nally got 
big cheers when she shouted, “Let’s play some 
basketball!”

The Black Eyed Peas singer, born Stacy Ann 
Ferguson, is from nearby Hacienda Heights, 
California.

Famed basketball commentator Charles Bar-
kley joked that he “needed a cigarette” after 
Fergie’s performance during the TNT halftime 
show.

Former Lakers star Shaquille O’Neal leaped 
to Fergie’s defense, saying: “Fergie, I love you. 
It was different. It was sexy. I liked it. Leave her 
alone.”

Others on social media weren’t as kind, with 
criticism of the performance outpacing the posi-
tive reviews.

The Forum in nearby Inglewood, California, 
was the site of arguably the most famous national 
anthem in sports history during another NBA 
All-Star Game 35 years ago.

Marvin Gaye’s touching rhythm-and-blues 
version of “The Star-Spangled Banner” at the 
1983 game was initially criticized, but has since 
gained widespread acceptance as a ground-
breaking musical performance.

Instead, Fergie is more likely to join the long 
list of curious versions of the anthem, even though 
she showed far more impressive vocal chops than 
the likes of Roseanne Barr or Carl Lewis.

(Photos:  Leua Aino Frost)

Fergie says ‘tried my best’ after 
national anthem blowback

Singer Fergie performs the national anthem 
prior to an NBA All-Star basketball game, 
Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018, in Los Angeles. 

 (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Brevin Pritzl scored 20 points, 
including two 3s in overtime, 
and Ethan Happ led a defensive 
resurgence in the extra period to 
help Wisconsin beat Minnesota 
73-63 in overtime on Monday 
night.Happ fi nished with 10 
points after going scoreless in 
the fi rst half, hitting a layup 
with 5.2 seconds left in regula-
tion for a 59-all tie.

The momentum carried over 
into overtime for the Badgers 
(13-16, 6-10 Big Ten), who 
handed the Golden Gophers 
(14-15, 3-13) their ninth straight 
loss.Pritzl opened overtime with 
a 3 from the wing. Wisconsin 
then capitalized on Minnesota 

miscues later at the other end 
as Happ had a steal and drew an 
offensive foul on back-to-back 
possessions.The Badgers scored 
after each mistake to extend to 
an eight-point lead with 2:12 
left.Jordan Murphy had 16 
points and 11 rebounds before 
fouling out to lead Minnesota. 
The Gophers lost a seven-point 
lead with 7:33 left in regulation 
and went without a fi eld goal for 
nearly a six-minute stretch from 
the second half into overtime.

Michael Hurt had career 
highs of 15 points and eight 
rebounds for Minnesota, while 
Nate Mason scored 11 on 
5-of-18 shooting.Three-point 
shooting gave the Badgers a 

35-34 lead at halftime despite a 
scoreless fi rst half from Happ, 
who didn’t pick up his fi rst 
bucket until 17:32 of the second 
half.Brad Davison was 4 of 6 
from the 3-point arc in the fi rst 
half, while Pritzl hit a despera-
tion 3 from the left corner just 
before the buzzer to put Wis-
consin ahead at the break.

Davison fi nished with 19 
points.BIG PICTURE

Minnesota: Picking up his 
NCAA-leading 22nd double-
double of the season, Murphy 
has been a bright spot in what 
has otherwise turned into a 
dismal season for the Gophers. 
The junior has also shown some 
range with his shot after hitting 
an open 3 from the wing in the 
second half for a 58-51 lead 
with 5:58 left. It ended up being 
Minnesota’s last fi eld goal until 
early in overtime.

Murphy is 3 of 3 from the 
arc over his last two games after 
not attempting a 3 during the 
previous fi ve.Wisconsin: It’s 
hard to hold Happ scoreless, but 
Minnesota did just that in the 
fi rst half after throwing double 
teams at the 6-foot-10 forward 
from different angles and at dif-
ferent times.

Brevin Pritzl’s 20 points help 
Badgers beat Gophers in OT

Wisconsin’s Nate Reuvers (35) and Ethan Happ, behind, trap 
Minnesota’s Jordan Murphy (3) during the fi rst half of an NCAA 
college basketball game Monday, Feb. 19, 2018, in Madison, Wis. 

 (AP Photo/Andy Manis)
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AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENT of HUMAN RESOURCES

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Position Title
Department/Division:

Posting Type:
Pay Grade and Salary Range:Type of Position:

COMPTROLLER
Treasury/Finance

Employment Opportunity/Open to the Public GS 18-Salary will commensurate with 
qualifications and experienceNote:  This is exempted from the freeze as per the Governor’s General 

            Memorandum

Temporary Employment

Serial No.:
Announcement No.:

030-18
005-18

Posting Date:
Closing Date:

January 29, 2018
February 29, 2018

General Description:
The comptroller is responsible for accounting policy development and for the effective 
administration of the Government’s accounting controllership functions.  This position is 
under the administrative direction of the Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer.

Key Duties and Responsibilities:
•	 Preparations	of	the	American	Samoa	Government	Comprehensive	Annual	Financial	

Report	(CAFR)
•	 Plan,	Organizes	and	directs	diverse	of	government-wide	accounting	functions,	so	as	

to ensure the accurate and timely recording and reporting of the financial status and 
fiscal	progress	of	the	American	Samoa	Government

•	 Develops	policies	and	principles	to	govern	and	control	accounting,	advice	to	the	
Treasurer	the	standing	of	within	and	outside	of	the	department	of	Treasury

•	 Supervises	the	General	Accounting,	Accounts	Payable,	Payroll	and	Travel	
Authorization,	Revenue	and	Accounts	Receivable	Credit/Collection	Sections	on	
preparation	and/or	review	of	all	financial	data	for	inclusion	in	the	monthly	financial	
operating	reports	and	such	other	periodic	reports	as	required	and/or	requested

•	 Develops	and	administers	the	control	over	the	government’s	funds	in	order	to	ensure	
against	any	deficiencies	and	recommends	an	audits	to	be	conducted	as	necessary,	
to determine the effectiveness of established controls in both the budget and 
accounting	areas,	and	ensures	that	there	are	proper	and	timely	responses	to	audit	
requests and personally see to it that any deficiencies are corrected.

•	 Review	and	analyzes	all	legislation	to	determine	effect	on	treasury	funds;	supervises	
the maintenance of staff documents depicting pertinent information and statutes on 
all funds and accounts in the treasury

•	 Assist	the	Treasurer	and	Deputy	Treasurer	with	the	resolution	of	an	ongoing	
problems	or	current	problems	including	Internal	Revenue	Service	questions	and	
accounts

•	 Perform	other	related	duties	as	assigned

Knowledge, Skills and Ability:
Knowledge of:
•	 Government	accounting	and	applicable	regulations
•	 Budget	and	accounting	principles,	methods,	practices	and	terminology
•	 Internal	auditing	principles	and	procedures,	investment	programs
•	 Government	laws	governing	all	treasury	funds	and	distribution	of	revenues
•	 Effective	and	efficient	business	management	practices
•	 Machine	accounting	methods,	applications	and	potential
•	 Prcedures	involving	bonded	indebtedness	of	government

Ability to:
•	 Organize,	train	and	motivate	skilled	and	unskilled	staff	in	the	operation	and	

maintenance	of	an	accounting	system	which	is	to	operate	primarily	on	computer
•	 Supervise	and	direct	diverse	accounts
•	 Analyze	and	determine	agency	budget	requirements
•	 Recognize	and	resolve	difficult	and	complex	accounting,	budget	and	business	

management problems
•	 Devise,	install	and	operate	government	accounting	systems
•	 Provide	sound	device,	recommendations	and	counsel	to	management	Officials	

relative to financial and business matters
•	 Establish	and	maintain	effective	working	relationships	with	government	officials	

at all level
•	 Analyze	complex	organizational	and	business	problems	and	recommend	

solutions

Academic and Experience Requirements:
•	 Applicant	must	have	a	Master’s	degree	in	Public	Administration,	Business	

Management,	Accounting	or	related	field	from	an	accredited	university	plus	10	years	
of	work	related	experience	posession	of	CPA	is	required.

•	 Years	of	progressively	responsible	working	experience	may	be	substituted		for	
portion	of	academic	requirement	if	not	met.		Salary	will	commensurate	with	
qualifications and experience.

Complete	information	concerning	this	vacancy	may	be	obtained	from	the	Personnel	
Division of the Department of Human Resources or please contact Recruitment at  
633-4485/633-4000.

Fa’afetai tele,

Eseneiaso J. Liu
Director,	Department	of	Human	Resources

By JORDAN WOLF, Associated 
Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) 
— Devonte Graham had 23 
points and seven assists, Malik 
Newman added 20 and No. 8 
Kansas beat Oklahoma 104-74 
on Monday night.

The Jayhawks (22-6, 11-4 
Big 12) controlled things early, 
jumping out to a 10-0 lead less 
than four minutes into the game 
and forcing Lon Kruger to burn 
a timeout before the first media 
break. The Sooners (16-11, 6-9 
Big 12) never recovered.

Kameron McGusty led the 
way for Oklahoma with 22 
points while Jamuni McNeace 
added 18 in his first career start.

It was a cold shooting night 
for Trae Young, who missed 10 
of his 13 shots. His 11 points 
were a season-low. He did have 
nine assists.

Kansas broke the 100-point 
threshold for the first time since 

December as six Jayhawks 
scored in double figures.

The win marks No. 300 all-
time in Big 12 play for the Jay-
hawks. Only two other schools 
(Texas, Oklahoma) have sur-
passed the 200 mark.

BIG PICTURE
Kansas now sits a half-game 

ahead of Texas Tech atop the 
Big 12 standings after gaining a 
game on the Red Raiders when 
they fell to Baylor Saturday.

Oklahoma has now dropped 
its last six games, and has fallen 
to No. 8 in the Big 12. The 
skid has led some to speculate 
that the Sooners could miss the 
NCAA Tournament.

UP NEXT
Kansas has a road clash with 

Texas Tech Saturday, serving 
as a battle for the outright Big 
12 lead.

Oklahoma will look to 
rebound at home against a hot 
Kansas State team on Saturday.

Graham leads No. 
8 Kansas to 104-74 
rout of Oklahoma

Kansas guard Sviatoslav Mykhailiuk, back, steals the ball 
from Oklahoma guard Rashard Odomes (1) during the first half 
of an NCAA college basketball game in Lawrence, Kan., Monday, 
Feb. 19, 2018.  (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner)

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — Jacoby Ross had 19 points, 
seven rebounds and six assists Monday night to help Alabama 
State beat Alcorn State 82-62.

The Hornets (7-19, 7-7 Southwest Athletic Conference) went 
on a 14-3 run to lead 66-51 on Ross’ jumper with 6:26 left in the 
second half. The Braves (10-18, 6-9) got the deficit no closer than 
13 from there.

Alabama State led by as many as 14 in the first half with runs 
of 11 and eight straight points. But Alcorn State had a 9-0 run to 
get the deficit to 27-22 and later got as close as 52-48 before the 
Hornets pulled away for good.

Reginald Gee added 17 points on 8-of-13 shooting and Fausto 
Pichardo scored 14, making 7 of 8 from the field. The Hornets 
shot 34 of 59 overall.

A.J. Mosby had 18 points, Yalen Reed scored 14 and Dante 
Sterling added 11 for the Braves.

Alabama State beats 
Alcorn State 82-62

© Osini Faleatasi inc. reserves all rights.
dba Samoa News is published Monday through Friday, 

except for some local and federal holidays.
Please send correspondences to: OF, dba Samoa News, Box 

909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Telephone at (684) 633-5599 • Fax at (684) 633-4864
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Email the newsroom at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to 
the Publisher at the address provided above.

Please visit samoanews.com for weekend updates.
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BRAND NEW GENERAC 10KW 
AUTOMATIC STANDY LPG GENERATOR

FOR SALE

50-AMP Automatic 12-Circuit • Transfer Switch 
24/7 Automatic Power Protection

Electronic Switch Over during power Outage
Also Available in 20KW

For pricing please call
699-5151 OR 699-5152

Winner of the Over 70kg Category, Aunese ‘Ounce’ Tauinaola during his Most Muscular pose.
 [photo: TG]

Notice for Proposed Registration of Matai Title
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Section 6.0105 of the Revised Code of American 

Samoa that a claim of succession which has been filed with the Territorial Registrar’s office for 
the registration of the Matai Title LAVATA’I of the village of OFU by FONOTAGA TILI of the 
village of OFU, county of OFU, MANU’A District.

THE TERRITORIAL REGISTRAR is satisfied that the claim, petition by the family and certifi-
cate of the village chiefs are in proper form.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that anyone so desiring must file his counterclaim, or 
objection to the registration of this matai title with the Territorial Registrar Office before the 
expiration of 60 days from the date of posting.  If no counterclaim, nor any objection is filed by 
the expiration of said 60 days, the matai title LAVATA’I shall be registered in the name of FONO-
TAGA TILI in accordance with the laws of American Samoa.

POSTED: JANUARY 10, 2018 thru MARCH 12, 2018
SIGNED:  Taito S.B. White,  Territorial Registrar

Fa’aaliga o le Fa’amauina o se Suafa Matai
O le fa’aaliga lenei ua faasalalauina e tusa ma le Maga 6.0105 o le tusi tulafono a Amerika 

Samoa, e pei ona suia, ona o le talosaga ua faaulufaleina mai i le Ofisa o le Resitara o Amerika 
Samoa, mo le fia faamauina o le suafa matai o LAVATA’I o le nu’u o OFU e FONOTAGA TILI o 
OFU faalupega o OFU, falelima i MANU’A.

Ua taliaina e le Resitara lea talosaga, faatasi ma le talosaga a le aiga faapea ma le tusi faamaonia 
mai matai o lea nu’u, ma ua i ai nei i teuga pepa a lea ofisa.

A i ai se tasi e faafinagaloina, ia faaulufaleina sana talosaga tete’e, po o sana faalavelave tusi-
tusia i le Ofisa o Resitara i totonu o aso e 60 mai le aso na faalauiloa ai lenei fa’aaliga. Afai o lea 
leai se talosaga tete’e, po’o se faalavelave foi e faaulufaleina mai i aso e 60 e pei ona taua i luga, o 
lea faamauina loa lea suafa matai i le igoa o FONOTAGA TILI e tusa ai ma aiaiga o le tulafono a 
Amerika Samoa.                             01/19 & 02/20/18

AUTO NATION
NU’UULI:  (684) 699-7168 • FAX:  (684) 699-7175

Engine Oil

starting at $89

Car Tires

$7.50
Heavy Duty Oil

Battery

Bluetooth Headphone
$9.99

NEW ARRIVALS

$149Room AC

Axess Speaker $49.99

W
indshield W

asher Fluid

$5.95

We’re now selling Tools,  
Room AC and Tires in a very low price. 

 Please come and Join us. 

Business Hours:  
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm

Saturday 8:00am - 1:00pm

starting at 
$4.00

starting at $109

BRAND NEW HEAVY DUTY  
CHAMPION PORTABLE GENERATOR

FOR SALE

7000W PEAK WATTS / 6000W RUNNING WATTS
BATTERY ELECTRIC STARTER
REDUCED EMISSIONS ENGINE

$950.00
FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL 699-5151 OR 699-5152

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea (AP) — Justin Kripps 
and Alexander Kopacz were 
thoroughly confused when 
they crossed the fi nish line. 
They knew they had just won 
an Olympic gold medal for 
Canada, and were puzzled why 
the rival Germans were running 
their way to celebrate.

Eventually, it made sense.
The closest Olympic sliding 

race in history had two sets of 
winners Monday. Canada and 
Germany will share gold from 
the two-man bobsled event at 
the Pyeongchang Olympics 
after Kripps and Kopacz fi n-
ished their four runs in the exact 
same time as the German duo of 
Francesco Friedrich and Thor-
sten Margis.

The winning time: 3 min-
utes, 16.86 seconds.

“I managed to see the clock 
that said No. 1 on it,” Kripps 

said, as the German team sat to 
his right after the race. “At fi rst 
I thought that we won outright, 
and then these guys jumped over 
and they were super-excited. 
And I was like, ‘These guys are 
really happy for us.’”

Well, technically, they were.
Kripps, the fi nal driver on 

the track, had the lead for much 
of the fourth heat. But with 
the margins so close, Friedrich 
started to think that a shared 
gold was somehow possible.

Turns out, he was right.
“We saw he was one-hun-

dredth in front, two-hundredths 
in front, three-hundredths in 
front,” Friedrich said. “I thought 
we would tie or we would get 
silver. We tied and it was fan-
tastic for us.”It was Canada’s 
second gold medal in two-man 
bobsledding — both coming 
in a tie. The Canadians shared 
gold with Italy in 1998, with 

Pierre Lueders driving that sled 
for Canada.Lueders was there 
Monday night, since he now 
coaches the host South Koreans.

“Pierre is actually the guy 
who taught me how to drive a 
bobsled,” said Kripps, who was 
born in Hawaii, calls Canada 
home and also holds an Austra-
lian passport. “It was pretty cool 
that he was here to see it.”

Latvia got bronze, with 
Oskars Melbardis and Janis 
Strenga fi nishing 0.05 seconds 
back to complete the closest 
three-sled fi nish in Olympic 
history. And afterward, Kripps, 
Friedrich and Melbardis all not 
only had similar times — but 
similar thoughts.

“It’s crazy,” Kripps said.
“It was crazy,” Friedrich 

said.
“Crazy, crazy, crazy, crazy,” 

Melbardis said.
Perhaps even more unbeliev-

ably, it was the third time a two-
man competition ended in a tie. 
The other was in 1968, when 
Italy got the gold over West 
Germany even though they fi n-
ished with the same time. Italy 
got the win that year because of 
a tiebreaker that’s no longer in 
use, with the edge going to the 
sled with the fastest heat.

Nico Walther and Christian 
Poser of Germany, the leaders 
after Sunday’s fi rst two runs, 
were fourth — only 0.20 sec-
onds back. Johannes Lochner 
and Christopher Weber, also 
from Germany, were fi fth in 
3:17.14.

Fit to be tied: Canada, Germany 
share 2-man bobsled gold

Driver Justin Kripps, right, and Alexander Kopacz of Canada 
celebrate aft er tying for the gold with Germany during the two-
man bobsled fi nal at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, Monday, Feb. 19, 2018.  (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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By ANTHONY ANDERSON, 
Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) 
— Mike Brey doesn’t pay much 
attention to the NBA draft stock 
of opposing players, but the 
Notre Dame coach does hear his 
own staff’s assessments and, on 
Monday night, he saw nothing 
from Miami’s Lonnie Walker 
IV that would make him disbe-
lieve the latest assessment.

“Walker’s shots were pro 
stuff,” Brey said after the 
freshman led the Hurricanes 
to a 77-74 Atlantic Coast 
Conference victory over the 
Irish. “He’s a first-round guy, 
my assistants told me, and he 
looked it tonight. He made 
some money tonight.”

Walker scored 19 points, hit-
ting 5 of 7 from 3-point range, 
and his deep 3 gave Miami 
the lead for good as the Hurri-
canes rode a late 13-0 burst in 
a matchup of teams scrambling 
to make the NCAA Tournament 
field.

The Canes (19-8, 8-7) trailed 
by five with 7:51 to go before 
their decisive run over a span 
of five-plus minutes to snap a 
season-high three-game skid.

“That’s a terrific road victory 
for us,” Hurricanes coach Jim 
Larranaga said. “Both teams 
battled; a very competitive 
game. We played terrific to end 
the first half with an eight-point 
lead (actually nine at 38-29), 
then Notre Dame played great 
to take the lead in the second 
half.”

The Irish (16-12, 6-9) saw 
their deficit reach 45-35 shortly 
after the break before beginning 
a charge that put them up 62-57.

Walker, though, proved 
deadly in the 13-0 run. His triple 
from the left wing gave Miami 
the lead for good at 65-62 and 
he followed that with a fading, 
contested 17-footer as the shot 
clock expired.

The Canes’ Ebuka Izundu, 
starting for the first time all 
season, was 7-of-8 shooting 
and finished with 14 points, 
eight rebounds, three steals and 
two blocked shots. He had 10 
points, six boards and all of his 
steals and blocks after halftime.

“I thought Ebuka Izundu 
really stepped up for us, made 
some shots,” Larranaga said of 
the 6-foot-10 junior who was 
averaging just 4.5 points and 
3.4 rebounds going in.

Ja’Quan Newton added 12 
points and eight rebounds for 
Miami, which confounded the 
ND defense with 53-percent 
shooting.

“Every time we went zone, 
they hit a couple 3s,” Brey said 
after the Canes finished 9 of 19 
outside the arc, “and then you 
go back to man and they hit 
putbacks. We’ve been a pretty 
good defensive team. The num-
bers say it, (but) we could not 
defend them like we’ve been 
defending. They’ve got a lot of 
athletic ability.”

Martinas Geben led the 
Irish with 19 points and seven 
rebounds. Matt Farrell added 

16 points, six boards and six 
assists. T.J. Gibbs scored all of 
his 11 points after the break.

IRISH INJURIES
Notre Dame, adding to its 

array of injuries this season, 
played for the first time without 
regular Rex Pflueger, who 
injured his back in Saturday’s 
win at Boston College.

Brey said he expects Pflueger 
to be back and start in ND’s 
next game.

The Irish also are eagerly 
anticipating the Feb. 28 return 
of Bonzie Colson. The senior, 
averaging 21.4 points and 10.4 
rebounds, has missed the last 14 
games with a broken foot.

ND’s gone 5-9 without him.
Freshman D.J. Harvey has 

missed the last nine games with 
a knee injury.

MIAMI’S MIX
The Hurricanes continue to 

be without sophomore guard 
Bruce Brown, expected to be 
sidelined another three weeks 
after undergoing left foot sur-

gery on Feb. 1.
Brown was averaging 11.4 

points and leading Miami in 
rebounds (7.1) and assists (4.0) 
when he was injured Jan. 29.

Without him, the Canes have 
used a variety of lineups in ACC 
play. Izundu became the eighth 
different starter Monday.

BIG PICTURE
Miami: The Hurricanes 

boosted their NCAA Tour-
nament hopes. Among their 
three remaining regular-season 
games, they host Boston Col-
lege after losing to the Eagles 
72-70 two weeks ago, then 
travel to No. 10 North Carolina.

Notre Dame: ND’s perilous 
NCAA Tourney hopes were 
dealt a major blow. The best 
the Irish can finish in the ACC 
is 9-9, and that would require 
a win at No. 1 Virginia. A year 
ago, when a league-record nine 
teams made the field, Wake 
Forest got in at 9-9, although 
Syracuse did not at 10-8.

American Samoa Government
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Request for Public Comment on  
Special Education Funding Application

The American Samoa Department of Education (ASDOE) Special Education Division (SPED) has for public review its application for 
funding under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) with 
the US Department of Education. 
These funds are used to provide special education services to all school age children, ages 3 - 21 years, in the territory of American 
Samoa who have a disability that adversely affects their classroom achievements. As a condition for granting the funds, each State or 
Territory proposing the application must submit the application for public review and comment. The public must be afforded reasonable 
opportunities for comment 30 days prior to the submission of the application on May 14, 2018. The public hearing is scheduled 
for April 12, 2018 at the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Conference Room in Utulei at 2:00pm. The Department of 
Education must review and give due consideration to all comments and suggestions prior to the submission of the 
application for funding.
Copies of the application are available at the Special Education Office located in Faga’alu. All persons interested in the application 
are encouraged to pick up a copy between the hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm. Written comments will also be taken during these 
hours. Comments and suggestions may also be made via email to Faauifono Vaitautolu at faauitolu@yahoo.com or Dr. Teresa Le’iato 
Atuatasi at atuajjj_1999@yahoo.com or may be sent surface mail to Dr. Teresa Lei’ato Atuatasi, Assistant Director Special Education 
Division, PO Box ASDOE-SPED, Pago Pago, AS 96799.

Talosagaina Finagalo Lautele mo le Tusi Talosaga mo  
Alagatupe Fuafuaina o le Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa

Ua tu’uina mai e le Matagaluega o A’oga Amerika Samoa (ASDOE) Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa (SPED) se avanoa e fa’alia ai finagalo 
fa’alaua’itele a le mamalu o le atunu’u mo le alagatupe talosaga i lalo o le Maga B Tulafono mo Tagata o iai Manaoga Fa’apitoa 
(IDEA) ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa (OSEP) o le Matagaluega o A’oga a le Malo Tele o Amerika (USDOE).
O ia alagatupe ua fuafuaina e fa’atino ai a’oa’oga fa’apitoa tu’uina atu mo tamaiti a’oga uma, e amata mai i le 3 - 21 tausaga, i totonu 
o le Teritori o Amerika Samoa o lo’o iai manaoga fa’apitoa ua fa’afaigata ai taumafaiga taua’oa’oga i totonu o potu a’oga. O se tasi 
aiaiga mo le taliaina o le talosaga, e tatau i Setete ma Teritori uma o lo’o talosagaina ia alagatupe ona fa’asalalau a latou tusi talosaga 
mo se finagalo fa’aalia o tagata lautele. E tatau ona lava se avanoa e silasila lelei ai le atunu’u mo le silafia ma tu’uina mai so latou 
finagalo fa’aalia e tusa e 30 aso ae le’i tu’uina atu le tusi talosaga ia Me 14, 2018. O le a faia se fono fa’alaua’itele ia Aperila 12, 2018 
i le potu fonotaga i le Ofisa ASDOE Early Childhood Education i Utulei i le itula e 2:00pm. O le a iloiloina e le Matagaluega a A’oga 
Amerika Samoa finagalo ma manatu fa’aalia a le lautele ma tu’uina atu ni fautuaga ae le’i o’o i le aso fa’atapula’aina o tusi talosaga. 
O lo’o maua kopi o lenei tusi talosaga i le Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa i Faga’alu. Mo i latou e mana’omia se kopi o le tusi talosaga, 
e avanoa le ofisa mai le itula 8:00am i le 4:00pm. O manatu fa’aalia e tauala mai i tusitusiga e mafai ona tu’uina mai i taimi ua 
fa’atulagaina. A iai nisi manatu ma fautuaga, e mafai ona imeli mai ia Fa’auifono Vaitautolu faauitolu@yahoo.com po’o Teresa Le’iato 
Atuatasi atuajjj_1999@yahoo.com pe tusi mai ia Teresa Le’iato Atuatasi, SPED Assistant Director, PO Box ASDOE-SPED, Pago 

Walker IV hits 5 3s, scores 19, 
Miami beats Notre Dame 77-74

Notre Dame’s Nikola Djogo (13) tries to move by Miami’s 
Ebuka Izundu (15) during the second half of an NCAA college 
basketball game Monday, Feb. 19, 2018, in South Bend, Ind. 
Miami won 77-74.  (AP Photo/Robert Franklin)
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Men’s Junior Overall Winner, 
Fa’afetai So’oalo. [photo: TG]
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Overall Men’s Physique 
Winner, Joseph Asiata saluting 
the crowd. [photo: TG]

Ruthy Hebard 
hits 33 

straight fi eld 
goals for

NCAA record
By ANNE M. PETERSON, AP 
Sports Writer

EUGENE, Ore. (AP) — 
Oregon’s Ruthy Hebard set the 
NCAA record for consecutive 
fi eld goals made for men and 
women Monday night.

She came into the No. 8 
Ducks game against UCLA 
with 30 straight makes, which 
was the women’s record. She 
made her fi rst three shots to 
break the men’s record of 30 
set by Yale’s Brandon Sherrod 
in 2016. Hebard fi nally missed 
in the second quarter.

Her streak spanned 11 quar-
ters and two overtime periods 
for the No. 8 Ducks. When it 
ended, the crowd gave her a 
nice ovation. She made her next 
attempt.

Hebard, a 6-foot-4 sopho-
more from Alaska, went 
12-for-12 from the fl oor against 
Washington State on Feb. 11 
and then went 12-for-12 again 
in a double-overtime victory 
over USC on Friday. She had 
made her fi nal six shots in Ore-
gon’s previous game.
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Women’s Junior Overall Winner Monique Hollister. [photo: TG]

Overall Men’s Masters 
Winner – Floyd Scanlan fl exing 
for the judges. [photo: TG]

Bethune-
Cookman 

beats 
Morgan State 

96-95 in OT
BALTIMORE (AP) — 

Brandon Tabb scored 34 points 
before fouling out in overtime, 
Isaiah Bailey had 28 points, 
nine rebounds and 10 assists 
and Bethune-Cookman beat 
Morgan State 96-95 on Monday 
night.

Bailey gave Bethune-
Cookman an 82-80 lead on a 
3-pointer from the wing in the 
closing seconds of regulation. 
Morgan State freshman Kyson 
Rawls was fouled on a driving 
layup attempt at 3.4 and he 
made two free throws to tie it 
at 82 and Bailey was off on a 
3-point runner at the buzzer.

Tied at 92, Bethune-
Cookman dribbled down the 
clock, Bailey was fouled on 
a layup attempt at 6.2 and he 
made two at the stripe. Rawls 
took a handoff and hit a poten-
tial winning 3-pointer but it was 
called off for a moving screen. 
Bailey sealed it with two free 
throws before David Syfax hit 
a 3 at the horn.

Shawntrez Davis, averaging 
14.9 points, also fouled out with 
just nine points for Bethune-
Cookman (16-12, 10-3 Mid-
Eastern Athletic Conference).

Tiwian Kendley scored 29 
of his career-high 41 points 
after halftime for Morgan State 
(10-16, 6-7).



GANGNEUNG, South 
Korea (AP) — The fi rst notes of 
Ed Sheeran’s “Shape of You” 
had just played when Gabriella 
Papadakis suddenly became 
aware that people were about 
to see a whole lot more of her 
shape than she had planned.

The French ice dancer’s glit-
tering emerald costume at the 
Olympics had come unhooked 
at the neckline and later in 
the routine her left breast was 
exposed live on television.

When the clasp became 
unhooked, the 22-year-old 
Papadakis was more worried 
about holding up her outfi t 
than making sure her twizzles 
and rhumba were in sync. Her 
swinging short program with 
partner Guillaume Cizeron at 
the Pyeongchang Olympics was 
threatening to go down in his-
tory alongside Janet Jackson’s 
infamous wardrobe malfunc-
tion during her halftime perfor-
mance at the Super Bowl.

“I felt it right away and 
I prayed,” Papadakis said. 
“That’s about what I could do.”

Somehow, the French couple 
kept things together through 
most of their Latin program, 
producing a score of 81.93 

points Monday that left them 
second behind Canadian stars 
Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir.

Not all the program, though.
It was during the fi nal ele-

ment, when Papadakis leaned 
back in Cizeron’s arms, that her 
costume rode upward to reveal 
her breast. The performance 
was being shown live on inter-
national television, and people 
immediately began posting 
screen-grabs of the incident on 
social media.

“Our coverage of ice dancing 
was live tonight. Once a com-
petitor’s brief wardrobe issue 
became evident, we purposely 
used wider camera shots and 
carefully selected replays to 
keep the issue obscured,” NBC 
said in a statement to The Asso-
ciated Press. “We have edited 
the video for all television 
encores and online replays.”

It was the second ward-
robe mishap during the skating 
program at the Pyeongchang 
Games. American-born ice 
dancer Yura Min, competing 
for South Korea, had the back 
of her costume come unclasped 
during her short program with 
partner Alex Gamelin in the 
team competition.

Wardrobe issues causes Olympic 
stress for French skaters
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We are proud to be locally owned, serving the community for over 30 years.
NOW HIRING FOR FULL TIME POSITION:  REPAIR TECHNICIAN
The primary responsibilities of a Repair Technician are to maintain 
outstanding customer service, generate sales, merchandise product and 
support the Store Management Team.
REQUIREMENTS 

•	 Can	repair	appliances:		washing	machines,	dryers,	fridge	and	
freezers,	range/ovens,	microwaves,	water	heaters

•	 Can	repair	AC’s
•	 Electronics	repairs	are	a	plus
•	 Honest/Trustworthy
•	 Helpful	Customer	Service	skills
•	 Willingness	to	work	flexible	hours
•	 Strong	verbal	and	written	communication	skills	with	the	ability	to	multi-

task
•	 Ability	to	lift	at	least	40lbs	and	stand	for	extended	periods	of	time

Join our Ace Team Today!  We have a friendly atmosphere; we offer 
competitive wages, regular training and annual performance reviews. 	
Please	pick	up	an	application	TODAY	from	our	Customer	Service	
Counter	Or	visit	our	website		www.neilshomecenter.com	and	print	an	
employment	application.		

Drop	off	or	email,	completed	applications	to		
Monique@neilshomecenter.com

ACE HARDWARE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

When it comes to being helpful,  
Ace is the place!

Employment Opportunity
LOOKING FOR CREATIVE  
WALL PAINTING ARTIST.

Please send resume to P.O Box 3838

FAIRNESS
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599

Guest Poser during last Saturday night’s 2018 Sau Ia Body Building Championship, John Lemoa 
– the 2017 Champion of Samoa’s Body Building competition, showing off  his double biceps for the 
crowd. [photo: TG]
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FORMER PLAIN JANE BECOMES OBSESSED WITH HER LOOKS

DEAR ABBY: When I was in my teens, and even into my 20s and 30s, I was a Plain Jane. I had 
little self-confi dence. But strangely, I’m one of those people who has gotten better looking as I’ve 
aged. Now in my 50s, I am better looking than many women my age or even younger. Men defi nitely 
notice me, and I love it.My problem is, I’m now obsessed with my appearance. I constantly worry that 
I’ll lose my looks. I have even considered cosmetic surgery. I don’t want to be the shallow person I 
see I’m becoming. What can I do? -- LATE BLOOMER

DEAR LATE BLOOMER: There’s a saying, “You can fool Mother Nature, but you can’t fool Father 
Time.” What it boils down to is, time takes its toll on everyone. It isn’t shallow to have the feelings 
you are experiencing. But please remember that beauty is more than what’s on the surface. Perhaps 
it’s time to start concentrating on qualities that accentuate your inner rather than external beauty -- 
kindness, warmth, intelligence, generosity, an appreciation for the value of others -- because charm 
lasts longer than beauty. This is not to say I don’t appreciate the value of cosmetic surgery, which 
can do wonders for a person’s sagging ego. But your appearance should not be the focus of your life 
because, frankly, it isn’t healthy.

DEAR ABBY: I am writing in response to the letter from “Military Service Marker” you printed on 
Dec. 22. When my uncle, a military veteran, passed away, he was without a military service marker, 
too. His two kids (my cousins) didn’t bother to obtain one, probably out of sheer laziness. 

Feeling that it was important, I took the initiative and contacted the VA myself. I obtained the 
record of his honorable discharge (form DD 214) and his death certifi cate. I fi lled out the appropriate 
paperwork and my uncle got the marker to which he was entitled free of charge. It was delivered 
directly to the cemetery, and the only cost involved was the installation. It was well worth it, and I 
have never asked my cousins for a dime. I felt proud about having done something for a deserving 
vet! -- BILL B. IN MISSOURI

DEAR BILL: My thanks to you and to the scores of other readers who wrote to share this informa-
tion with me. It is important to know that relatives of deceased military veterans can receive these 
military markers at no cost. Starting the process is as easy as contacting the cemetery, the VA at www.
cem.va.gov/hmm/, or a local VFW or American Legion post for assistance.

DEAR ABBY: I need advice on whether to contact an old friend who backstabbed me years ago 
with my former business partner. I’m trying to get back into the fi eld, and this old “friend” is doing 
well now. He has a lot of contacts that could help me start my own company. I’m not sure if I should 
contact him because of what he did to me. Should I? -- UNCERTAIN IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR UNCERTAIN: Frankly, I think it would be a waste of time. Leopards don’t usually change 
their spots. If you expect someone who backstabbed you once in business to become generous and 
helpful, you are dreaming. Find another way to network that he can’t “taint,” because if he can, he will.

Happy Birthday: Look for opportunities. Don’t waste time arguing when you should be pouring 
your energy into something concrete. Getting along with others will be half the battle. Missing out 
on something special because you refuse to compromise will lead to regret. Helping others will be a 
learning experience that encourages new friendships. Expand your horizons and aim to grow person-
ally, emotionally and spiritually. Your numbers are 6, 13, 22, 25, 33, 36, 41. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t lag behind when you should be working extra hard to get things 
done. Let your emotions charge you with the energy you require to bring about positive change. Be 
ready to take on whatever comes your way.���

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A steady pace and a willingness to learn as you go will lead to gains 
if you don’t let your ego get in the way. Show compassion and understanding and you will succeed. 
Help will be offered and progress should be made. ���

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Be cautious when dealing with superiors or administrative proce-
dures. Problems will crop up if you don’t remain calm and listen carefully to what’s expected of you. 
Be moderate and keep partnerships peaceful to avoid interference. ����

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Keep your distance from anyone who tends to get fi red up or act 
unpredictably. Stick to the people you fi nd positive to work alongside and you’ll be subject to unusual 
ideas that can help you solve work-related problems. ��

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Interacting with others will allow both you and those you deal with to make 
your thoughts clear. Communication followed by organized action will bring about important change. 
Don’t neglect your responsibilities to those who depend on you. �����

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take the high road when dealing with personal relationships. Discre-
tion will be necessary if you want to avoid a feud. Family dynamics will be based on truth, responsi-
bility and trust. Question motives and make your position clear. ���

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You’ll be changeable and diffi cult to pin down. Rethink the past and 
how indecision has worked against you and consider the best way to handle any dilemmas you face 
within your important relationships. Step up and make a choice. ���

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Revisit old ideas and you’ll come up with a way to implement some-
thing you enjoy doing into a new business plan. Be creative and take a shot at actively pursuing your 
dreams. Networking will lead to new connections and ideas.���

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You may know what’s best for you and your family, but don’t 
think that will stop someone from trying to interfere. Be careful not to offer personal information that 
could be used against you. Keep your plans a secret. �����

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t speculate when accuracy will be essential. Walk away from 
unpredictable people and situations. Make your own opportunities instead of waiting for someone 
else to come through on a promise made long ago. Trust in yourself instead.��

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t give up hope if someone is negative or criticizes you. Carry 
on and bring about the changes that will make you happy. For now, it’s best to ignore what others do 
and focus instead on what’s most important to you.����

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t feel pressured to make changes. Do what you want, not what 
someone else is trying to make you do. Discipline will help you avoid temptation. Keep the peace, but 
don’t let anyone take advantage of you. ���

ACROSS
  1 It’s often 

button-
holed

  6 Farm 
product

 11 Kid’s 
trampoline 
alternative

 14 Sans 
anyone 
else

 15 John 
Wayne 
Western

 16 Suffix for 
“racket”

 17 Ones not 
dancing

 19 How things 
link?

 20 Lagoon 
boundary

 21 Husband 
of Isis

 23 Pen again
 26 Righteous-

nesses
 27 Missouri 

Native 
Americans

 28 Dignified 
woman

 29 Piggish 
enclosures

 30 Despises
 31 Understand, 

as a gag
 34 Slithering 

fishes
 35 Parking 

monitor
 36 Haywire
 37 Lanka 

lead-in
 38 Kenny G.’s 

collection

 39 Be at the 
side of

 40 Alcoves
 42 Lassie’s 

breed
 43 Cats with 

bushy tails
 45 Plays the 

flute
 46 Any 

depressing 
thing

 47 Brooks 
of music

 48 Mendes of 
Hollywood

 49 Did some 
decorating

 54 Buddy
 55 Come 

afterward
 56 Island near 

Venezuela
 57 Word with 

Aviv
 58 One taking 

the bus
 59 Pat Boone 

daughter
DOWN
  1 Order 

partner
  2 Chicken 

___ king
  3 Lobbyist’s 

prey
  4 Blows up, 

as a photo
  5 Southpaws
  6 Milk variety
  7 Be wolfish
  8 Compass 

direction
  9 With more 

skill
 10 Salad 

makers

 11 Interior 
supporter

 12 Creepy
 13 Lady’s 

garment
 18 Quite a bit
 22 “Who 

am ___ 
believe?”

 23 Romantic’s 
flowers

 24 “Poly” 
attachment

 25 Jerusalem 
relic

 26 Fancy party 
spreads

 28 Colleagues
 30 Voodoo 

spells
 32 Els or a 

Muppet
 33 Young’uns
 35 Indian 

princess
 36 With no 

parts  
missing

 38 Carpenter, 
at times

 39 Dr. Scholl’s 
offering

 41 Positively 
charged 
thing

 42 Girl in the 
Coral Sea?

 43 Quite 
skillful

 44 Bursting 
stars

 45 Become 
narrower

 47 Common 
adhesive

 50 Leary’s 
drug

 51 Massage
 52 Emulate 

a tide
 53 Every dog 

has his

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy Parker February 20, 2018

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
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www.upuzzles.com

MAKE ROOM By Timothy E. Parker2/20

2/19

don’t let anyone take advantage of you. ���

Dear AbbyDear AbbyDear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear AbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbby
by Abigail Van Buren

Tuesday, February 
20, 2018
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Balto 
Finishes 
Strong

Mini Fact:
Gunnar 
Kaasen, 
shown with 
Balto, was an 
assistant to the 
fastest musher 
in Alaska, 
Leonhard 
Seppala.

Next Week:
The origins  

of music

 On March 3, about 70 daring mushers,
or sled dog racers, and about 1,000 dogs
will meet in Anchorage, Alaska, for the official
opening of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.
 The Iditarod (eye-DIT-uh-rahd) is one of
the most challenging races in the world. It starts 
in Anchorage and crosses more than 1,000 miles 
of Alaskan wilderness. It ends up in Nome.
 This week, The Mini Page learns about 
a legendary sled dog who was the hero of a 
journey that inspired the Iditarod.

A race to save lives
 In January 1925, a dangerous disease 
called diphtheria (dif-THIR-ee-uh) threatened 
the people of Nome. Dr. Curtis Welch 
treated children who had come down with 
the contagious disease, but as more kids got 
sick, he knew he would run out of medicine. 
Doctors in Anchorage had more doses of the 
medicine, but the two cities were hundreds of 
miles apart.
 The medicine could be sent by airplane, 
but cold and windy weather made it too 
dangerous. The only other option was to send 
the needed medicine by dogsled.
 Gov. Scott Bone decided a relay of dogsled 
teams would carry the medicine from Nenana, 
where railroad tracks met the sled trail to Nome, 
674 miles away. The relay started on Jan. 27.

Balto gets his chance
 During the race, mushers and dogs met 
dangerous challenges, including sea ice and 
snowdrifts that could lead them off the trail. 

 When it was Gunnar Kaasen’s turn, he 
chose his favorite husky, Balto, and put him 
at the front of his sled for the next-to-last leg 
of the relay. They set out on 
Feb. 1 into a blizzard, running 
toward a town called Port 
Safety, where the last musher 
was waiting. 
 However, the musher 
in Port Safety had received 
instructions to wait for better 
weather and was asleep when 
they arrived! So Kaasen made 
a quick decision: He would 
finish the last 20 miles of the journey, with 
Balto in the lead.
 Thanks to Kaasen and Balto, the medicine 
arrived in Nome on Feb. 2, just 5 1/2 days 
after leaving Nenana. The previous record for 
the trip had been nine days.

A hero
 The 1925 Serum Run was 
famous all over the country, 
and Balto became a national 
hero and symbol of the 
journey. In New York City’s 
Central Park, a statue of him 
honors his service.
 In 1973, Dorothy G. Page and Joe Redington 
Sr. started the Iditarod race. They wanted to 
celebrate the many things sled dogs have done 
for Alaskans. The sled dogs’ life-saving trip was 
just one of the services such dogs have provided.

The Iditarod race
 “Iditarod” is the name of a ghost town 
along the trails. Many experts believe it 
means “distant place.”
 The Iditarod begins in Anchorage with 
a ceremonial start. The race truly begins 
the next day from Willow.
 The Iditarod 
Trail runs for about 
1,049 miles. It 
varies year by year 
because obstacles 
may arise, forcing 
mushers to break 
new trail.
 The race keeps 
going until the last 
team comes in. The fastest winning time 
was eight days, three hours, 40 minutes 
and 13 seconds, set in 2017. The last racers 
can take nearly three weeks to come in.
 Mushers begin training dogs in August, 
with the dogs pulling four-wheelers. In the 
spring and early summer, when the snow 
thaws, the dogs get a vacation.
 Teams must stop at checkpoints 
throughout the trail. These stopping points 
are often villages where mushers and their 
dogs might get a chance to eat and drink.
 At each checkpoint, veterinarians 
look over the dogs. Mushers rub salve, 
or ointment, on a dog’s paws. If a dog is 
injured or too tired, it might leave the
race and be flown home from a checkpoint.

Words that remind us of Balto are hidden in this puzzle. 
Some words are hidden backward or diagonally, and 
some letters are used twice. See if you can find:

Teachers: For standards-based 
activities to accompany this feature, 
visit: bit.ly/MPstandards. And follow 
The Mini Page on Facebook!

For later:
Watch your newspaper for updates 
about the 2018 Iditarod.

Mini Jokes

Ivan:  What should you give 
a dog with a fever?

Iona:  Mustard — it’s the best thing for a 
hot dog!

Try ’n’ Find

You’ll need:
•  3 boneless chicken breasts, cut into 

1-inch cubes
• 1/3 cup Italian dressing
• 1/2 cup Italian bread crumbs

•  1/4 cup grated 
parmesan cheese

•  3/4 teaspoon dried 
basil

• cooking spray

Cook’s Corner
Oven-Baked Chicken Bites

Animals called keystone 
species play a vital role in their 
environment. One example is the wolf, a 
top predator. Wolves affect many links 
in the food chains below them. They 
keep down numbers of plant-eaters that 
might otherwise graze habitats bare. 
In this way, they help nature to stay in 
balance. They also prey on weak and 
sickly individuals, which helps to keep 
prey populations at numbers the habitat 
can support. Can you think of other 
keystone species?

Eco Note
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7 Little Words for Kids

1.  where a bank puts your money (7)

2. probably not (8)

3. school or house (8)

4. middle Beckham son (5)

5. wooden box (5)

6. light on a stand (4)

7. it goes around a picture (5)

ACC UN LD ELY

FRA OUNT CRA LA

ING TE LIK ME

EO MP BUI ROM

Use the letters in the boxes to make a word with the same meaning as 
the clue. The numbers in parentheses represent the number of letters in 
the solution. Each letter combination can be used only once, but all letter 
combinations will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

Answers: account, unlikely, building, Romeo, crate, lamp, frame. ©2
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On the Web:
• bit.ly/ MPIditarod
• bit.ly/MPhusky

At the library:
• “Balto’s Story” by Kevin Blake

Resources

What to do:
1.  Place chicken cubes in bowl with Italian dressing.
2. Mix bread crumbs, parmesan cheese and basil in a separate shallow bowl.
3. Coat chicken pieces with bread-crumb mixture.
4.  Spray a medium-size baking pan with cooking spray. Place chicken pieces in one layer 

in the pan.
5. Bake for 30 minutes until chicken is done. Makes 4 servings.

 W O A T M E D I C I N E N K B  
 W S G O D I S E A S E V L A S  
 S E R U M G M U S H E R D F Y  
 D I P H T H E R I A N A N E N  
 A N C H O R A G E K A A S E N  
 L Z E U E T N I O P K C E H C  
 U E C L Z O D X E U T A T S E  
 A L A S K A Q D E L S K O K M  
 L Y R T R A I L H Y K S U H O  
 C D O R A T I D I O T L A B N 

Balto

Balto’s statue 
in Central Park.
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