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by T. Gasu
Samoa News Sports Correspondent

The American Samoa High 
School Athletics Association 
(ASHSAA) Girls All-Star Vol-
leyball Team – Team Amerika 
Samoa - departed the territory 
last Wednesday for its second 
appearance in the Junior Prep 
Sports (JPS) Paradise Classic 
III in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Coverage is sponsored 
by Congresswoman Aumua 
Amata.

Leading Team Amerika 
Samoa is Head Coach Lydia 
Faleafi ne Nomura, who also led 
our girls all-star team last year 
to the Classic.  She was selected 
out of Tafuna High School.

Assisting her on the trip as 
Assistant Coach is Faga’itua 
High School’s Head Volleyball 
Coach, Lalomilo Mano.

Faleafi ne Nomura and the 
team of 11 All-Star players 
are scheduled to scrimmage 
against other all-star teams from 
Hawai’i, California, and Las 
Vegas, Nevada prior to their 
offi cial match-ups set to start 
tomorrow.

Team Amerika Samoa 
is composed of high school 
players representing Tafuna, 
Leone, Samoana, and Pacifi c 
Horizons.

Tomorrow, they will take 
part in a 12-team tourna-
ment scheduled for 6 p.m. in 
Kaneohe. The winner of the 
pool determines the competitors 
for the Silver and Gold brackets 
that will be held on Friday, 
again at Kaneohe.

Regarding the selection of 
the players for the JPS Paradise 
Classic III, Faleafi ne Nomura 
said, “Each varsity head coach 
was given a chance to select 
their best players for the tryouts. 
There were about three to fi ve 

players from each high school 
– 12 were selected: 4 seniors, 7 
juniors, and 1 freshman.”

According to the head coach, 
out of the 12 all-star players that 
were selected, one was unable 
to make it due to her father 
being ill. 

She said tryouts were held 
the week after the ASHSAA 
Girls Volleyball Season – and 
by the third week of November, 
a dozen girls were selected.

“We’ve come a long way 
in preparations. It’s some-
what diffi cult coaching players 
from other schools because all 
coaches [have] … their own 
way of coaching. While there 
is a lot of talent, there is a defi -
nite lack of fundamentals. For 
the fi rst three weeks we had to 
focus on the basics and funda-
mentals which takes up so much 
time – we’ve come a long way 
because the girls have worked 
extremely hard,” she said.

When asked about some of 
the changes made to this year’s 
all-star team compared to last 
year’s squad, she told Samoa 
News, “There are a lot more tal-
ented underclassmen. Also this 
year, all players have worked 
hard on skills and conditioning.”

She added, “The players this 
year are in much better shape, 
much more passionate, and 
more focused. They have also 
showed their eagerness to learn 
and better their skills.

“The one thing they lack is 
experience with outside com-
petition. Three players have 
that experience and you can see 
the notable difference in their 
game. Hopefully, for the under-
classmen, this experience will 
help them compete again next 
year.”

Samoa News asked the Head 

Team Amerika Samoa Girls Volleyball Team 
is focused on winning a Championship

THEY’RE ALSO HOPING TO DRAW THE ATTENTION OF COLLEGE COACHES AND RECRUITERS

(Continued on page B7)

� e Amerika Samoa Girls Volleyball All-Star Team — led by Head Coach Lydia Falea� ne Nomura 
(far le� ) and Assistant Coach Lalomilo Mano (far right) — departed the territory for Hawai’i last 
Wednesday for their second appearance at the JPS Paradise Classic III. 

� e team’s � rst game is set for � ursday, Jan. 11. [photo: TG]

Ana of the Amerika Samoa Girls All-Star Volleyball Team sending o�  a serve during a practice 
session held at the Tafuna HS gymnasium, as part of preparations for the JPS Paradise Classic III in 
the Aloha State.  [photo: TG]
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MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — 
Andrew Wiggins had 25 points 
in three quarters, Jimmy Butler 
pitched in 21 points and tight 
defense on LeBron James, and 
the Minnesota Timberwolves 
cruised to a 127-99 victory over 
Cleveland on Monday night that 
stopped a 12-game home losing 
streak to the Cavaliers.

Karl-Anthony Towns (19 
points, 12 rebounds) and Taj 
Gibson (16 points, 13 rebounds) 
were tenacious around the 
basket for the Timberwolves, 
who outrebounded the Cavs 

56-37 and had a 60-42 advan-
tage in points in the paint.

James had just 10 points on 
4-for-8 shooting, taking his fi rst 
loss at Minnesota since Feb. 17, 
2005. Cleveland fell behind by 
as much as 41 points in the third 
quarter after a dunk by Wiggins 
set up by a driving pass by Tyus 
Jones, who had grabbed his own 
miss from 3-point range.

Butler had plenty to do 
with that, contributing nine 
assists and eight rebounds 
before resting during the fourth 
quarter, too. The Wolves led 
69-42 at halftime, matching 
their largest fi rst-half score 
from just two nights ago, after a 
rainbow 3-pointer from the top 
of the key by Butler brought the 
fans to their feet. That also tied 
the most points allowed by the 
Cavs in a half this season.

Butler made sure the Wolves 
didn’t slip after the break, 
knocking down a mid-range 
fadeaway, stealing the ball back 
and then swishing a pull-up 
3-pointer on the other end to 
push the lead to 31 points early 
in the third quarter.Jeff Green 
scored 22 points off the bench 
to lead the Cavs, who’ve lost six 
of their last nine.The only time 
the Timberwolves have made 
the playoffs during the reign 
of King James was in 2004, his 
rookie year, when they went all 
the way to the Western Confer-
ence fi nals. James and the Cavs 
lost here in his second season, 
too, but that was it until now. In 
many of those annual visits, too, 
he barely had to break a sweat.

This is a different pack of 
Wolves, though, with the arrival 
of the tough-minded veterans 
Butler, Gibson and Jamal Craw-
ford to join the still-developing 
stars Towns and Wiggins.

Neither team could’ve seen 
this outcome coming, though.

Kevin Love, J.R. Smith and 
Isaiah Thomas, three-fi fths of 
the starting fi ve, were a com-
bined 0 for 18 from the fi eld 
in the fi rst half. Thomas was 

ejected in the third quarter for 
a fl agrant-two foul on Wiggins, 
for clotheslining him in the jaw 
as he drove to the basket. This 
was Thomas’ third game back 
from the hip injury that kept 
him out until the new year, 
having rested once. He had nine 
points in 19 minutes.

TIP-INS
Cavaliers: Kyle Korver, who 

had 19 points off the bench, con-
nected four times from behind 
the arc and passed Paul Pierce 
for fourth place on the NBA’s 
all-time list in 3-pointers made 
with 2,147. Ray Allen (2,973), 
Reggie Miller (2,560) and Jason 
Terry (2,244) are ahead of him.

Timberwolves: After 
shooting 52 percent from the 
fi eld, the Wolves improved to 
12-2 when making at least half 
their shots.

TAKE THAT
James chased down Jones 

to swat his fast-break layup 
attempt into the seats in the 
second quarter, following with 
a stare-down and some barbs 
traded with Aaron Brooks on 
the Wolves bench.Jones got 
his revenge a little later in the 
same period on a similar play, 
throwing down a dunk just in 
time before James arrived to 
try for another block. That was 
just the second career dunk 
for Jones, whose fi rst was last 
week.

CROWD PLEASER
The game marked the fourth 

consecutive sellout of Target 
Center for the Timberwolves, 
their longest streak in nearly 
fi ve years. Love, who was 
traded to the Cavs for Wiggins 
four seasons ago, was the recip-
ient of several rounds of boos in 
the fi rst quarter.

UP NEXT
Cavaliers: Play at Toronto 

on Thursday, the fourth stop on 
a fi ve-game trip.

Timberwolves: Face Okla-
homa City on Wednesday in 
the third contest of a fi ve-game 
homestand.

Wiggins, Butler lead 127-99 
Wolves romp past James, Cavs

American Samoa Government
Office Of PrOcurement

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-025-2018

Issuance Date: January 3, 2018 Closing Date:  January 10, 2018
 No later than 2:00p.m. (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are invited from qualified firms to provide “Department of Public Safety Building                            

Repairs” located in the Village of Fagatogo, Territory of American Samoa. 
2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 2:00 p.m. (local time), Wednesday January 10, 2018 at 
which time and place the sealed bids will publicly opened and read. 

3. PRE-BID CONFERENCE 
  A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on Monday, January 8, 2018 at 1:00 

p.m. at the Office of Procurement Conference Room.  Bids will not be accepted from 
bidders who are not present at the Pre-Bid Conference.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
5.   Electronic copies of contract documents, including Plans and Specifications may be examined 

or obtained at the Office of Procurement free of charge. 
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid. 
7. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding as 

may be in the best interest of American Samoa. 

O&O INC. WHOLESALE in Nu’uuli
Please contact:  Jiin (258-4563) or Tafa Leaupepe
Office:  (684) 699-4484 • Fax:  (684) 699-2307

Email: ooeinc@gmail.com

FREE INK 

WIRELESS / COPY / PRINTER / FAX / SCANNER 
FOR FAST, UNLIMITED PRINTING, GREAT FOR COMMERCIAL USE

PRINTER FOR RENT!

$70 Monthly Payment
HP Officejet Pro 8610

O&O INC. WHOLESALE in Nu’uuli

Monthly Payment

We sell good quality printing paper. 
Premium Printing Paper Ream $3.95Case $38.95

Double A Printing PaperReam $4.75Case $43.95

O&O Inc. cAR REnTAL
PO Box 3897, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Located in Nu’uuli (O&O Inc. Wholesale)

Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 
(258-4563) or Tafa Leaupepe 

Office:  699-4484 • Fax:  699-2307
Email:  Rentals@ooeinc.com

2013 FORD F150 
Automatic (Green Truck)

2016 Toyota Corolla 
Automatic (White Car)

TAL Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 

Automatic (Green Truck)Automatic (Green Truck)
$130

Daily Rate

$80
Daily Rate

SPECIAL for weekly rate
1 day FREE for every 7 days rental!

    ‘’WE ARE NOW  
ACCEPTING ORDERS FOR ANY CAR PARTS’’

WITH AFFORDABLE PRICE 

2013 Toyota Sienna 
Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)

$120
Daily Rate

Minnesota Timberwolves’ Taj Gibson dunks against the 
Cleveland Cavaliers in the � rst half of an NBA basketball game 
Monday, Jan. 8, 2018, in Minneapolis.  (AP Photo/Jim Mone)
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CHICAGO (AP) — Eric 
Gordon and Chris Paul each 
had 24 points and nine assists, 
Gerald Green scored 22 and the 
Houston Rockets beat the Chi-
cago Bulls 116-107 on Monday 
night.

Trevor Ariza hit six 
3-pointers and scored 18 to 
go with nine rebounds. Clint 
Capela added 15 points and 16 
rebounds, and the Rockets won 
for the third time in 10 games 
despite blowing a 21-point lead.

Bobby Portis led the Bulls 
with 22 points. Denzel Valen-
tine and Kris Dunn each scored 
19, but Chicago lost for the fi fth 
time in six games.

With NBA scoring leader 
James Harden missing his fourth 
consecutive game because of a 
strained hamstring, the Rockets 
regained control after falling 
behind early in the third.

They scored eight straight to 
stretch a two-point edge to 10 
late in the quarter and took an 
87-76 lead into the fourth after 
Green and Paul nailed back-to-
back 3s. Houston was in charge 
the rest of the game.

Houston nearly put this one 
away early, going up by 21 late 
in the fi rst quarter after Paul’s 
four-point play. But the Bulls 
got more physical in the second 
and cut it to 60-55 at halftime.

The Bulls tied it on a 3 by 
Valentine to start the third 
and two free throws by Robin 
Lopez. Dunn gave Chicago its 
fi rst lead since the early going, 
64-62, just under three minutes 
into the quarter.

LAVINE MEETING

The Bulls had no update 
after forward Zach LaVine and 
his representatives met Monday 
with management, coaches and 
medical staff to set a date for 
his Chicago debut. Vice presi-
dent of basketball operations 
John Paxson fi gures to give one 
when he meets with the media 
on Tuesday.

Acquired along with Dunn 
and Lauri Markkanen in the 
draft-night trade that sent 
Jimmy Butler to Minnesota, 
Lavine appears ready to play 
for the fi rst time since he tore 
the anterior cruciate ligament 
in his left knee last February. 
The two-time slam dunk cham-
pion averaged 18.9 points in 47 
games for the Timberwolves 
last season.

TIP-INS
Rockets: Houston had 

dropped four of fi ve road games.
Bulls: F Nikola Mirotic 

missed the game because of a 
stomach virus that’s been both-
ering him the past few days. 
Chicago coach Fred Hoiberg 
said Mirotic “felt much better” 
prior to playing 23 minutes at 
Indiana on Saturday but took a 
bad turn after that game. He saw 
a doctor on Monday. ... Hoiberg 
said G Cameron Payne, recov-
ering from a broken right foot, 
is cleared to do “pretty much 
everything except jumping.” 
Payne had surgery in September 
and has not played this season.

UP NEXT
Rockets: Host the Portland 

Trail Blazers on Wednesday.
Bulls: Visit the New York 

Knicks on Wednesday.

Gordon, Paul lead 
way as Rockets 

beat Bulls 116-107 

Houston Rockets’ Chris Paul (3) passes the ball as Chicago 
Bulls’ Kris Dunn defends during the � rst half of an NBA basket-
ball game Monday, Jan. 8, 2018, in Chicago. 

 (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS’ 
JUJU SMITH-SCHUSTER 

NAMED POLYNESIAN 
PRO FOOTBALL PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR
Honolulu, HI — � e Poly-

nesian Football Hall of Fame 
announced last week that Pitts-
burgh Steelers Wide Receiver, 
JuJu Smith-Schuster has been 
selected as the 2017 recipient 
of the Polynesian Pro Football 
Player of the Year Award pre-
sented by Hawaiian Airlines.  

� e Polynesian Pro Football 
Player of the Year Award rec-

ognizes the most outstanding 
professional football player of 
Polynesian Ancestry. Arizona 
Cardinals O� ensive Guard 
Mike Iupati was selected as the 
inaugural recipient in 2015 and 
Tennessee Titans Quarterback 
Marcus Mariota was selected 
as the recipient in 2016.

  � e 6-foot 2, 215-pound, 
Smith-Schuster was born in 
Long Beach, California and is 
of Samoan ancestry. He is in his 
rookie season out of the Uni-
versity of Southern California.

� is year, Smith-Schuster 

helped lead the Pittsburgh 
Steelers to a 13-3 regular season 
record. He � nished the season 
with 58 catches for 917 yards 
and seven touchdowns, and 
added 240 yards and a touch-
down on nine kick returns. He 
became the youngest player in 
NFL history to amass 1,000 
all-purpose yards in a season 
and set a Steelers franchise 
record for most receiving yards 
by a rookie. JuJu earned AFC 
O� ensive Player of the Week 
honors in Week 8 and AFC 
Special Teams Player of the 

Week honors in Week 17.
“On behalf of the Polynesian 

Football Hall of Fame Board of 
Directors, we congratulate JuJu 
on a historic season,” said Poly-
nesian Football Hall of Fame 
Chairman Jesse Sapolu.  “He 
truly represents the very best of 
our Polynesian culture.”

� e formal presentation of 
the Award will be held during 
the Polynesian Football Hall 
of Fame Celebration Dinner 
(January 19, 2018) and he will 
be recognized at the Polyne-
sian Bowl (January 20, 2018) 
in Oahu, Hawai`i.  JuJu serves 
as a Polynesian Bowl Ambas-

sador for this year’s game.
� e Polynesian Pro Foot-

ball Player of the Year Award 
was voted on by the Poly-
nesian Football Hall of 
Fame Selection Committee 
composed of Coaches  Dick 
Tomey  (Chairman),  Ron 
McBride and  Dick Vermeil, 
past NFLPA President and 
Inaugural Inductee  Kevin 
Mawae, former NFL Player 
and Class of 2015 Inductee 
Ray Schoenke, ESPN Sports-
caster  Neil Everett, NFL Net-
work writer and commentator 
Steve Wyche, and Honolulu 
Sportscaster Robert Kekaula.
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PRINCESS ANNE, Md. 
(AP) — Brandon Tabb scored 
28 points, with seven 3-pointers, 
and grabbed eight rebounds to 
help Bethune-Cookman beat 
Maryland-Eastern Shore 89-84 
on Monday night.

Isaiah Bailey’s 3-point 
play near the one-minute mark 
pushed Bethune-Cookman’s 
lead to 86-81 and Soufi yane 
Diakite added two free throws 
on the Wildcats’ next posses-
sion for a seven-point lead.

Tabb was 7 of 14 from dis-
tance and the rest of Bethune-
Cookman was 2 of 16. He 

added seven free throws as the 
Wildcats, the worst free-throw 
shooting team in the conference 
at 64 percent, went 24 of 30.

Diakite had 20 points and 11 
boards for Bethune-Cookman 
(8-9, 3-0 Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference), which erased a 
nine-point, second-half defi cit. 
Bailey added 18 points with six 
assists and Shawntrez Davis 
scored 10.

Ahmad Frost led UMES 
(5-13, 1-2) with 21 points and 
three 3-pointers. Logan McIn-
tosh added 17 points and Tyler 
Jones 15.

Tabb scores 28, Bethune-
Cookman beats UMES 89-84

BALTIMORE (AP) — 
Chad Andrews-Fulton scored 
the go-ahead layup with 12 sec-
onds left in double overtime and 
Coppin State beat Florida A&M 
79-78 on Monday night, ending 
the Eagles’ 20-game losing 
streak dating to last season.

Andrews-Fulton had nine 
of his 19 points after the end of 
regulation for the Eagles (1-17, 
1-2 Mid-Eastern Athletic Con-
ference). Karonn Davis and 
Lamar Morgan added 14 points 
each, Cedric Council scored 11 
and Tre’ Thomas 10.

Coppin State had the largest 
lead of the game at 46-37 near 

the middle of the second half 
but went the fi nal 9:25 of the 
period without a fi eld goal.

The Rattlers (2-17, 1-2) 
had a 9-0 run to lead 56-52, 
the Eagles had fi ve free throws 
to retake the lead and then 
FAMU’s Marcus Barham split 
a pair at the foul line to send it 
to the fi rst overtime at 57-all.

Florida A&M’s Elijah Mayes 
and Coppin State’s Taqwain 
Drummond traded baskets in 
the fi nal 45 seconds of the fi rst 
OT to leave it tied at 67.Barham 
fi nished with 19 points, Mayes 
and Desmond Williams added 
18 each.

Coppin State ends 20-game 
slide, beats Florida A&M in 2OT 
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indiana Pacers 
coach Nate McMillan challenged his team to 
play more aggressive defense.

On Monday night, the Pacers showed just how 
good they could be.

Indiana seized control early by forcing 13 
turnovers in the fi rst 17 minutes, built a 29-point 
lead and never allowed the Milwaukee Bucks to 
make a serious run over the fi nal 42 minutes of a 
109-96 victory.

“I thought we came out defensively and chal-
lenged every catch,” McMillan said. “We had 
better pressure defensively.”

Last week, the Pacers couldn’t do much right 
in a 21-point loss at Milwaukee.

This time, they played with passion and inten-
sity and it changed everything.

Indiana dominated most of the game, forcing 
continual miscues and bad shots while the 
offense took advantage by making 18 of its fi rst 
25 attempts.

Milwaukee never recovered from the early 
fl urry.

Domantas Sabonis fi nished with 17 points and 
10 rebounds to lead the Pacers. Victor Oladipo, 
Myles Turner and Thaddeus Young each had 
15 points on a night when seven Pacers players 
scored at least 10.

Indiana has won two straight since a fi ve-
game losing streak.

Khris Middleton led Milwaukee with 19 
points and Giannis Anetetokoumpo had 17 — 
not nearly enough against an intense defense on 
a mission.

“Indiana is a team that pressures and tries to 
make us uncomfortable, force us into bad deci-
sions and they did,” Malcolm Brogdon said after 
scoring 12 points for the Bucks. “We let it affect 
us with turnovers.”

Indiana broke it open by scoring 20 straight 
points in the fi rst quarter to turn a 15-14 game 
into a blowout. The Pacers fi nished the period on 
a 22-2 spurt to make it 37-16.

The Pacers extended the lead to 48-21 midway 
through the second quarter before the Bucks 
fi nally fought back with a 9-1 run to cut the def-
icit to 19. Indiana immediately answered with 
seven straight points and led 64-38 at halftime.

Milwaukee couldn’t get any closer than 16 
until the fi nal two minutes.

“We just turned it up, helping the helper, 
going out there and have each other’s back,” Ola-
dipo said. “We defi nitely looked united and that 
was huge for us.”

TIP-INS
Bucks: Tied their season low for fi rst-quarter 

points and started 7 of 25 from the fi eld. ... Ante-
tokoumpo also had seven rebounds and three 
assists. ... John Henson scored 12 points and 
grabbed six rebounds. ... Milwaukee cut the def-
icit to nine with 59.2 seconds left and fi nished 
the game shooting 46.6 percent. The Bucks 
have made at least 45 percent of their shots in 
17 straight games, the longest streak in the NBA 
this season.

Pacers: Had 30 assists on 44 baskets. ... 
Indiana matched its season high for fi rst-quarter 
points. ... Oladipo had fi ve rebounds and three 
steals. ... Turner had six rebounds and four 
blocks, his 15th game this season with three or 
more blocks. ... Sabonis’ career-best streak of 
two straight 20-point games ended. ... Young had 
eight rebounds.

REMEMBERING WOODEN
As part of their Hickory Night celebration, 

the Pacers honored one of the greatest basketball 
stars in the state’s illustrious history — the late 
John Wooden.

Pacers change directions by 
rolling past Bucks 109-96 

Coach about their focus going 
into the JPS Paradise Classic 
III, “Of course the focus is to 
win a championship. Last year 
we made it to the championship 
game in the Silver Division and 
took second. We hope to make 
it to the Gold Division and win 
it!”

Faleafi ne Nomura added, 
“We also hope to get our girls 
noticed by any coaches who 
may attend the tournament.”

Based on their experience 
last year, Faleafi ne Nomura 
told Samoa News they have a 
good chance of winning.

“The girls however need to 
play with passion and heart. 
They need to want it.”

The head coach thanks 
everyone who supported them 
in their preparations leading up 
to the JPS Paradise Classic III. 
“I would like to thank Honor-
able Governor Lolo and Lt. 
Governor Lemanu, the princi-
pals, all the varsity volleyball 
coaches, the parents, families, 
and friends. I would especially 
like to thank the players for all 
their hard work and patience.”

Good luck Team Amerika 
Samoa! 
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➧ Team…
Continued from page B1

Indiana Pacers’ Victor Oladipo (4) goes up for a dunk against 
Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo (34) and Eric Bledsoe 
(6) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Monday, 
Jan. 8, 2018, in Indianapolis.  (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)



ATLANTA (AP) — Ala-
bama has turned to freshman 
Tua Tagovailoa at quarterback.

Tagovailoa replaced a strug-
gling Jalen Hurts coming out 
of the locker room with the 
Crimson Tide trailing Georgia 
13-0 in the College Football 
Playoff national champion-
ship game. Hurts had gone just 
3-of-8 passing for 21 yards in 
the fi rst half while running for 
47 yards.

Tagovailoa, a fi ve-star 
recruit from Hawaii, had played 
in eight games this season. Most 
of his action came in mop up 

duties, and Alabama went three-
and-out on his fi rst drive.

The lefty was far more suc-
cessful on drive No. 2. Tago-
vailoa passed and ran the Tide 
to its fi rst score of the game, a 
6-yard touchdown to fellow 
freshman Henry Ruggs III.

He converted a third-and-7 
play with a nifty run. He ran 
right and, with three Georgia 
defenders around him, reversed 
fi eld and scampered for a fi rst 
down on the TD drive.

On his third drive, Tago-
vailoa’s up and down start con-
tinued. He threw an interception 

in Alabama terriority.
Coming into the game, 

Tagovailoa had completed 35 
of 53 passes for 470 yards with 
eight touchdowns against one 
interception.

Hurts was the Southeastern 
Conference offensive player 
of the year as a freshman last 
season and has thrown only one 
interception all season. But he 
struggled in a loss to Auburn in 
the regular season and played 
better in the Sugar Bowl against 
Clemson but still passed for just 
120 yards.
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AUTO NATION
NU’UULI:  (684) 699-7168 • FAX:  (684) 699-7175

Engine Oil

starting at $89

Car Tires

$7.50
Heavy Duty Oil

Battery
starting at $109

Bluetooth Headphone
$9.99

NEW ARRIVALS

$149Room AC

Axess Speaker $49.99

W
indshield W

asher Fluid

$5.95

We’re now selling Tools,  
Room AC and Tires in a very low price. 

 Please come and Join us. 

Business Hours:  
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm

Saturday 8:00am - 1:00pm

starting at 
$4.00

Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo

Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm
(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American 
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide  
a very affordable and friendly service.
Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE, 
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?
•	 Call	for	a	FREE	PEST	EVALUATION	OR	NO	 

OBLIGATION INSPECTION
•	 We	do	GROUND	TERMITE	TREATMENT	&	 

CONSTRUCTION	PRE_TREATMENTS
•	 We	provide	services	for	Houses,	Boats,	Cars,	 

Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture 
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

Ph. 252-2964
Indiana Pacers’ Victor Oladipo (4) goes up for a dunk against Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis Ante-

tokounmpo (34) and Eric Bledsoe (6) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Monday, 
Jan. 8, 2018, in Indianapolis.  (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)

Alabama turns to 
freshman QB Tagovailoa in 

championship game 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) 
— Golden State coach Steve 
Kerr called LaVar Ball “the 
Kardashian of the NBA” on 
Monday night, and said he 
thinks the father of Lakers 
rookie Lonzo Ball has zero 
credibility.

Disgusted, Kerr made his 
remarks before the Warriors’ 
game against Denver. He was 
asked about LaVar Ball after the 
demonstrative dad told ESPN 
that the Lakers no longer want 
to play for coach Luke Walton, 
a dear Kerr friend and former 
top assistant with the Warriors.

Mavericks coach Rick Car-
lisle, president of the National 
Basketball Coaches Asso-
ciation, has called the ESPN 
article “a disgrace” and LaVar 
Ball’s comments an “ignorant 
distraction.”

“Somewhere, I guess in Lith-
uania, LaVar Ball is laughing at 
all of us. People are eating out 
of his hands for no apparent 
reason, other than he’s become 
like the Kardashian of the NBA 

or something,” Kerr said. “And 
that sells, and that’s what’s true 
in politics and entertainment 
and now in sports. It doesn’t 
matter if there’s any substance 
involved with an issue, it’s just 
can we make it really interesting 
for no apparent reason? There is 
nothing interesting about that 
story.”

Kerr is in regular touch with 
Walton and hates to see him 
in this position. Ball claimed 
Walton “has no control” of the 
team and is too young for his 
job.“I feel horrible for Luke, 
that’s my guy, he’s one of my 
best friends,” Kerr said. “He 
shouldn’t have to deal with 
this. But to me one of the things 
about the NBA is it’s always 
been a haven from the par-
ents. The guys who coach high 
school are the ones who really 
have to deal with the parents. 
I’ve never had to talk to a parent 
who was upset about playing 
time. I’m sure there are plenty 
out there but they don’t have a 
voice in the NBA. 

Warriors Steve Kerr: LaVar Ball 
‘the Kardashian of the NBA’ 
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MOTHER LAMENTS THAT HER KIDS LACK ACCOMPLISHMENT AND DRIVE

DEAR ABBY: I have grown children. All of them are underachievers. When contemporaries talk 
about their children getting jobs, getting married, having kids, going on vacation, buying a house/car, 
adopting a pet, I have nothing to contribute. 

My children do not have lives; they work low-paying jobs and scrape by. Worse, they have no 
ambition to do better. They no longer live with me, but often gather at each other’s places to play 
video games when they are not working. They are not enjoyable to be around.

My life is otherwise good, and I don’t want them bringing me down. My marriage is solid, I work 
hard, we travel a few times a year and enjoy dining out and meeting with friends. We go to sporting 
events, live plays, concerts, movies, etc. What is a mother to do? -- LET DOWN IN MISSOURI

DEAR LET DOWN: Your children are adults. If they were motivated, they would be doing more with 
their lives than playing video games and scraping by. Be glad they are independent and have good 
relationships with each other -- it’s a plus -- and continue living your life. You can’t live theirs for them. 
And please stop comparing them to the offspring of your friends and acquaintances. If you do, you 
will be happier.

DEAR ABBY: I have dear friends and neighbors I really enjoy who have asked me to water their 
plants and feed the cat when they’re away, which is not very often. I enjoy doing these things, and 
so I always feel awkward when they bring home gifts of jewelry or give me money. I would prefer that 
they let me do these things for love and friendship, but I don’t know how to make them stop giving 
me things. 

Is there something polite I can say to let them know that they should just let me be their friend? I 
would prefer that to feeling as though I’m being paid for my services. -- FOR LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP

DEAR FOR LOVE: Has it occurred to you that your neighbors bring things back for you because 
they enjoy giving as much as you enjoy doing things for them? If it hasn’t, please consider it. 

And afterward, if you still feel that their gifts are too much of a quid pro quo, explain that you like 
them very much and value their friendship, and they don’t need to give you anything in return for the 
affection you feel for them. I don’t think couching the message in those terms would be rude at all.

DEAR ABBY: Why do people stay in bad marriages? It causes emotional harm to the children (if 
they have kids), hearing their parents argue and name-call all the time. Wouldn’t it be better to sepa-
rate? -- UNHEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS

DEAR UNHEALTHY: Some couples remain in bad marriages because they can’t afford to live apart 
or fear being alone if they divorce. Others have dysfunctional love-hate relationships that, I agree, 
are unhealthy for everyone, including the children who grow up thinking it is normal. In my opinion, if 
couples can’t live in peace and harmony, they should separate. However, not everyone agrees.

   **   **   **

Happy Birthday: Do your own research. Refuse to act on hearsay or to let your emotions take you in 
a direction that isn’t normal for you to travel down. Question your motives and make decisions based 
on what is doable, not questionable. Hone your skills and fi nd creative ways to use them. The more 
equipped you are to take on a challenge, the better. Your numbers are 4, 12, 19, 23, 28, 35, 44. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Look at the big picture when it comes to dealing with your position, 
status and relationships with others. Take a wait-and-see approach instead of acting on assump-
tions. Focus on what you can do, not what you can’t. ���

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You’ll be tempted to get involved in a joint venture. Consider the risks 
involved as well as the likelihood that you may jeopardize your relationship. A change in your beliefs 
should be based on solid facts and proof. ���

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Show patience with others instead of allowing yourself to be bored. 
Don’t burn bridges, but don’t neglect your desires, either. Find a way to satisfy your needs without 
disrupting a group effort. �����

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Explore new possibilities. Don’t feel like you have to stick to a rou-
tine, frequent the same places or continually spend time with the same people. Variety is the spice of 
life, and it’s time to see what’s available. �����

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Hold tight. You may feel inclined to make changes at home or work, but 
before you go down that path, consider the consequences. Appearing to be inconsistent or unpre-
dictable will cause others to feel left out. ��

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Share information and discuss plans. Get involved in the events or 
activities that are most interesting to you. Sign up for group endeavors, fi tness classes or other 
health-oriented pastimes. You’ve got the discipline required to aim for perfection. ����

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Consider new ways to bring in extra cash or review how you are getting 
along with your peers. A change of heart instigated by someone close to you can start a dispute that 
may be diffi cult to resolve. ���

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You’ll have an agenda to fulfi ll, but before you leap in, consider your 
motives. Use your intelligence instead of brute force to bring about changes. Peace of mind will far 
outweigh winning unjustly. Personal growth is encouraged. ���

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): An unexpected turn of events looks promising. Network, get 
involved in organizations you believe in, or make intellectual changes that will boost your reputation. 
Personal improvements will enhance your popularity and open a window of opportunity. ����

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): A desire to act quickly or without preparation should be har-
nessed and reeled in. Mistakes will happen if you aren’t positive or if you haven’t done your research. 
A chance to get ahead is within reach. Strive to do what’s right. 2 stars 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Observation is in your best interest. Knowing what’s going on 
around you will make it easier to navigate your way to victory. Money, legal and health issues are best 
handled with less emotion and greater intelligence. �����

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You’ve got everything under control. Don’t back down or shy away. 
Step up and take over. The help you offer and the connections you gain will encourage you to get 
involved in an organization you feel drawn toward. �����

ACROSS
  1 “Add here” 

symbol
  6 Run one’s 

mouth
  9 Single-celled 

organism 
(var.)

 14 With no 
company

 15 Avis laying?
 16 Add pep to 

(with “up”)
 17 Express 

deep  
sorrow

 18 They’re all in 
the family

 19 “In other 
words” 

20 Get Murphy 
back on  
his feet?

 23 Refusal + 
refusal

 24 Moo ___ 
gai pan

 25 Period of 
forgiveness

 27 Stood up for
 32 Smart-

mouthed
 33 Actress 

MacGraw
 34 Flower part
 36 Cast off 

from a body
 39 Certain 

undercover 
detective

 41 Aboveboard 
and legal

 43 “ ___ the 
Rainbow”

 44 Squeeze 
dough

 46 Singing 
churchgoers

 48 “Pre” relative 
of old

 49 Did 
imitations

 51 Features of 
butterflies

 53 Army sea 
creature?

 56 Time-
wasting 
commotion

 57 Just made
 58 Batman’s 

sidekick  
on guitar?

 64 Goop 
relative

 66 Certain 
grain unit

 67 Love very 
much

 68 New York 
island

 69 “... a pocket 
full of ___”

 70 Parade 
vehicle

 71 Some travel 
fees

 72 ___ de 
plume

 73 Slender 
seagulls

DOWN
  1 “Overhead” 

engine parts
  2 “... look 

___ like 
Christmas”

  3 Philandering 
man

  4 Make furious
  5 Achilles and 

others
  6 Oxen 

restrainer
  7 Gung-ho
  8 Bamboo-

eating 
creature

  9 Transferee, 
legally

 10 Prefix with 
“day” or “air”

 11 Repay 
Spielberg?

 12 Ply with 
drink,  
old-style

 13 Impatient 
and fidgety

 21 Sing Alpine-
appropriately

 22 Mischievous 
kid

 26 “As a 
result ...”

 27 Like a moist 
basement

 28 Enthusiasm, 
fancy

 29 Be in 
Smith’s war 
film?

 30 Grandiose, 
as a film

 31 Cottage for 
a Russian

 35 Predatory 
feline

 37 Blood 
supplies

 38 It grows in 
Brooklyn

 40 Mafia head
 42 Industry 

magnate
 45 Make sad
 47 Not just edit
 50 Entertaining 

couple?
 52 Soup type
 53 Command 

for a TV to 
“begin”?

 54 Huge 
instrument

 55 Contempt
 59 Boxing 

victory
 60 Thing 

marked off 
a list

 61 Rude fellow
 62 “___ so 

far away” 
(Flock of 
Seagulls)

 63 Brooklyn 
cagers

 65 Cool 
quantity?
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involved in an organization you feel drawn toward. 

Dear AbbyDear AbbyDear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear Dear AbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbbyAbby
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NEW YORK (AP) — 
DeMar DeRozan scored 35 
points, including a go-ahead 
three-point play with 26.1 sec-
onds left in overtime, and the 
Toronto Raptors shook off a 
late injury to Kyle Lowry to 
beat the Brooklyn Nets 114-113 
on Monday night.

The Raptors lost a 10-point 
lead in the fi nal 4 1/2 minutes of 
regulation and then lost Lowry 
after a hard fall in OT, but at 
least won the game, just as they 
always do against the Nets.

Toronto beat Brooklyn for 
the 10th straight time and won 
its fi fth in a row overall.

Jonas Valanciunas had 21 
points and 13 rebounds for the 
Raptors. Lowry fi nished with 
18 points and 11 assists, but had 
to be carried off the court after 
landing on his lower back while 
going for a rebound.

Spencer Dinwiddie scored 
a career-high 31 points for the 
Nets, but his wild shot on a last 
drive went over the backboard.

Lowry had a run of seven 

straight Toronto points to keep 
a comfortable lead for the Rap-
tors most of the fourth quarter. 
But suddenly the Nets got hot 
from 3-point range, and eventu-
ally tied it at 107 on Allen Crab-
be’s drive to the basket with 9.7 
seconds remaining. He was hurt 
on the play and had to be helped 
off the fl oor.

Lowry was then hurt while 
going for an offensive rebound 
when he fl ipped backward over 
the Nets’ Quincy Acy. He got 
up and went back down with 
pain in both his back and legs, 
so much so that teammates 
trying to carry him off the court 
had to stop because it appeared 
Lowry was hurting too much.

TIP-INS
Raptors: Serge Ibaka fi n-

ished with 11 points and 12 
rebounds. ... The Raptors play 
Cleveland and Golden State in a 
three-night span later this week.

Nets: DeMarre Carroll was 
held out after injuring his right 
knee on the fi nal possession 
of Brooklyn’s loss to Boston 
on Saturday, but coach Kenny 
Atkinson said the Nets were 
fortunate the injury wasn’t 
worse. The starting forward is 
day to day.

DEMAR-VELOUS
DeRozan won Eastern Con-

ference player of the week 
honors for the third time this 
season after averaging an NBA-
high 35.7 points in three games 
last week, highlighted by a 
franchise-record 52 points in a 
victory over Milwaukee on Jan. 
1. DeRozan also won the award 
for the weeks of Nov. 13-18 and 
Dec. 18-24.

DeRozan helps Raptors beat 
Nets in OT after Lowry hurt 

Brooklyn Nets center Jahlil Okafor (4) looks to pass while defended by Toronto Raptors center 
Jakob Poeltl (42) during the � rst half of an NBA basketball game Monday, Jan. 8, 2018, in New York. 

 (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)

Keyes scores 17, 
NC A&T beats 

Delaware State 
76-66

DOVER, Del. (AP) — 
Denzel Keyes scored 17 
points on 8-of-10 shooting 
and Devonte Boykins added 
16 points, including four 
3-pointers, to help North Caro-
lina A&T beat Delaware State 
76-66 on Monday night.

Aaren Edmead had 13 points 
and seven assists, Davaris 
McGowens scored 12 points 
with four steals and Femi Olu-
jobi added 10 points for NC 
A&T (8-8, 1-0 Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Conference).

The Aggies shot 52.8 per-
cent (28 of 53) from the fi eld, 
had 15 steals and made 13 of 16 
from the free-throw line.

Artem Tavakalyan hit fi ve 
3-pointers and fi nished with 
23 points on 8-of-11 shooting 
for Delaware State (2-16, 0-3), 
which turned it over 19 times. 
Johquin Wiley had seven points 
and six assists.

The Hornets have lost 12 
games in a row, tied for the 
second-longest active losing 
streak in Division I. Fellow 
MEAC member Coppin State 
beat Florida A&M earlier in the 
night to end a 20-game losing 
streak dating to last season.


