
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— Marcus Mariota will scratch 
one big item off his list Sunday 
when the quarterback plays in 
his fi rst regular-season fi nale 
with the Tennessee Titans.

The playoff one is still up in 
the air.

Mariota has been criticized 
heavily for backsliding in his 
third season, and Tennessee 
(8-7) heads into the weekend 
with just as many victories as 
it managed with Mariota a year 
ago before a season-ending 
injury cost him a chance at his 
16th game of 2016. But one 
more win against AFC South 
champion Jacksonville and the 
Titans are in the postseason for 
the fi rst time since 2009.

“All I really care about is 
winning,” Mariota said. “When 
it comes down to it, yes I 
would have liked to play better 
throughout the year. But, we 
have an opportunity. We have 
a chance to go in the playoffs 
and then get in the tournament. 
That’s all you really want to 
do. When the offseason rolls 
around, obviously I’ll fi nd ways 
to improve and get better from 
it. But, right now my main focus 
is just going there and winning 
this game with these guys.”

Sitting out a 16-10 loss in 
Miami on Oct. 8 already means 
Mariota will have to wait until 
2018 to prove he can survive a 
full 16-game schedule. But he is 
aware of the signifi cance of his 
fi rst season fi nale.

“I want to be able to be avail-
able every single game,” he said 
Wednesday. “I think being able 
to play in this one, I’m looking 
forward to it.”

The No. 2 pick overall out 
of Oregon and 2014 Heisman 
Trophy winner set very high 
expectations for his third pro-
fessional season with a handful 
of stats like posting the sixth-
highest passer rating for a quar-
terback in his fi rst two NFL 
years. He trailed Kurt Warner, 
Dan Marino, Nick Foles, Rus-
sell Wilson and Ben Roethlis-
berger in that category.

Mariota still has yet to be 
intercepted inside the red zone, 
and only Andrew Luck has a 
higher passer rating inside an 
opponent’s 20 since 2015. But 
Mariota entered this season 
with 33 TDs in that area of the 
fi eld, and he has added only six 
more.

Worse, Mariota has 15 inter-
ceptions with only 12 TDs this 
season after throwing 26 TDs 
with nine interceptions. Mariota 
has been intercepted at least 

Titans QB Mariota to 
play his 1st regular 
NFL season fi nale 
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Dirk Nowitzki scored 15 points, 
Harrison Barnes made the tiebreaking free throw with 37.7 sec-
onds left and the Dallas Mavericks snapped an eight-game road 
losing streak with a 98-94 victory over the Indiana Pacers on 
Wednesday night.

Nowitzki, the franchise’s career leading scorer in his 20th 
season, scored six points in the fi nal quarter to help the Mavericks 
rally for their third win in 17 road games.

Barnes and Yogi Ferrell each scored 13 points. Ferrell, an Indi-
anapolis native, hit a key 3-pointer to take a four-point lead with 
2:09 remaining.

Lance Stephenson, Myles Turner and Darren Collison had 16 
points apiece for the Pacers, who played without injured leading 
scorer Victor Oladipo for the fi rst time and struggled down the 
stretch. Stephenson’s layup tied it at 94, but he committed a costly 
turnover on the Pacers’ next possession with 28 seconds remaining 
that the Mavericks converted into an uncontested layup.

The Mavericks rallied from an early seven-point defi cit as 
reserve center Dwight Powell scored 11 fi rst-half points. The 
visitors led for much of the third quarter before the Pacers surged 
behind Bojan Bogdanovic and Turner to take a 74-71 lead entering 
the fi nal quarter.

TIP-INS
Mavericks: Nowitzki is expected to make his 14,000th start 

Friday. He’s sixth on the all-time wins list at 885 and is 14 free 
throws behind Hall of Famer Jerry West for sixth on that list. . 
Nine of the Mavs’ 10 wins have come when they’ve limited an 
opponent to fewer than 100 points. Half of those wins have been 
by margins of 15 points or more. Dallas had just six such wins 
last season.

Pacers: The NBA leaders in 3-point percentage (.387) were 
10-0 at home when hitting at least 10 3-pointers and 15-3 overall, 
but made 10 of 25 and lost. . Reserve forward Domantas Sabonis 
was questionable with a sore left big toe, but played in his normal 
rotation. . Reserve guard Joe Young sank two 3-pointers in the 
fi rst half. He had made just two in 18 previous games this season.

Nowitzki, Mavericks 
beat Pacers to end 

eight-game road skid 

Indiana Pacers guard Darren Collison (2) shoots over Dallas Mavericks guard Devin Harris (34) 
during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Indianapolis, Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Th e 
Mavericks defeated the Pacers 98-94.  (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)



FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. 
(AP) — Jaylen Barford scored 
12 of his 19 points in the second 
half to help Arkansas put away 
CSU Bakersfield with a 95-68 
win on Wednesday night.

The win is a season-high 
fifth straight for the Razorbacks 
(10-2), who have been 26th in 
The Associated Press poll in 
each of the last two weeks and 
are nearing their first ranking 
since the end of the 2014-15 
season.

Barford finished 8 of 12 
from the field and hit 3 of 
5 3-pointers, scoring eight 
straight points late in the second 
half as Arkansas put the game 
out of reach against a Roadrun-
ners (7-8) team that trailed by 
only four at halftime.

Five players finished in 
double figures for the Razor-
backs, with Daryl Macon 
adding 16 points, Anton Beard 
15, Darious Hall a career-high 
14 and Dustin Thomas 10.

Jarkel Joiner scored 12 
points to lead CSU Bakersfield, 
and Rickey Holden and Justin 
Davis added 11 points each in 
the loss.

BIG PICTURE
CSU Bakersfield: The Road-

runners reached the NCAA 
Tournament two years ago and 
the NIT semifinals last season, 
but they lost three of five starters 

from that team — and they have 
now lost six of their last nine 
games. Joiner was only 3 of 11 
from the field on Wednesday 
night, and CSU Bakersfield shot 
only 34.4 percent (22 of 64) in 
the loss.

Arkansas: The Razorbacks 
led by as many as 11 points in 
the first half before settling for 
a 42-38 halftime edge, their 
smallest lead at the break at 
home this season. Arkansas 
had outscored its first six home 
opponents by an average of 20 
points in the first half, and its 
previous smallest home half-
time lead was eight points in a 
win over Minnesota on Dec. 9.

UP NEXT
CSU Bakersfield is at Utah 

Valley on Jan. 6.
The Razorbacks open South-

eastern Conference play by 
hosting No. 19 Tennessee on 
Saturday.

Barford scores 19, 
Arkansas wins season-

high 5th straight 
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DEVELOPMENT BANK OF AMERICAN SAMOA
P.O. BOX 9, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Office: (684) 633-4031 Fax: (684) 633-1163.   
Website: www.dbas.as

RFP:  Financial and Single Audit Services for 2017-2019
Approved to issuance by: Ruth Matagi-Fa’atili; DBAS President
Date of issuance: Dec 1, 2017
Date & Time Due:  December 30, 2017
 No later than 2:00 pm local time
DBAS requests proposals for financial audits and the related single audits for a period of three years, beginning with the 
audit of fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 2019. Fiscal and calendar years are coincident at DBAS. 
DocuMeNT
DBAS requests proposals for financial audits and the related single audits for a period of three years, beginning with the 
audit of fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 2019. Fiscal and calendar years are coincident at DBAS.
 

 Document: Requests for proposal packet outlining requirements will be available for pick up at DBAS on Friday Dec 1, 2017 
or emailing charmaine@dbas.as for information regarding the RFP. It can also be accessed through the DBAS website: 
www.dbas.as (click public notice).
The Request for Proposals (RFP) describes the specifications for the services to be provided in sufficient details to permit 
competition and allow the interested party to properly respond to the RFP.
 

This RFP is issued under Title 28, Chapter 1, of the American Samoa Code Annotated. 
DBAS invites the submission of proposals to include pricing and other details as indicated in the specifications. Attachments 
will be provided as an aid in presenting a comprehensive proposal consistent with the requirements of DBAS.
 

DBAS will select a contractor who best meets the needs of DBAS. The factors for selection will include, but not be limited to 
the following: understanding of the requirements of the financial and single auditors; verifiable ability to perform well; good 
reputation; flexibility, including ability to respond quickly to needs of a small client in a remote location and throughout the 
year; and reasonability of costs. 
The proposals will be reviewed by a committee consisting of representatives from DBAS management and board. The 
committee may request interviews with potential contractors after reviewing the proposals before the final selection is made.  
Submission: Proposals must be received by DBAS no later than 2:00pm local time on December 30, 2017. They may be 
mailed or hand delivered in a sealed envelope to: 

Development Bank of American Samoa
PO BOX 9 
Attention: Charmaine Faleaana
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

They may also be emailed to charmaine@dbas.as, as an attachment in Word Format with a confirming email required to 
confirm receipt; or faxed to DBAS at (684) 633-1163 with a confirming fax to confirm receipt. The original is to follow by 
airmail first class. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

FILE - In this Friday, Dec. 9, 2017, file photo, Arkansas players Jaylen Barford (0) and Daryl 
Macon (4) celebrate with fans after beating Minnesota after the second half of an NCAA college 
basketball game in Fayetteville, Ark. Led by the senior guard duo of Barford and Macon, along with 
talented freshman Daniel Gafford, the surging Razorbacks are dominating, winning their games by 
an average of 23 points per game and nearing a return to the rankings for the first time since 2015. 

 (AP Photo/Michael Woods, File)

Gadjovich 
scores twice, 
Canada routs 
Slovakia 6-0

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — 
Jonah Gadjovich scored twice 
and Canada routed Slovakia 
6-0 on Wednesday night to 
improve to 2-0 in the world 
junior hockey championship.

Maxime Comtois, Taylor 
RaThursday, December 28, 
2017sh, Sam Steel and Jordan 
Kyrou also scored and Colton 
Point made 20 saves. Canada 
was coming off a 4-2 victory 
over Finland on Tuesday in its 
Group A opener.

David Hrenak made 48 
saves for Slovakia.

The defending champion 
United States opened Tuesday 
night with a 9-0 victory over 
Denmark. The Americans will 
resume Group A play Thursday 
night against Slovakia, then 
will face Canada on Friday in 
an outdoor game at the Buffalo 
Bills’ stadium in Orchard Park.

In the lone Group B game 
Wednesday, Philipp Kurashev, 
Nicolas Muller and Valentin 
Nussbaumer scored and Philip 
Wuthrich made 27 saves to help 
Switzerland open with a 3-2 
victory over Belarus. Mmaxim 
Sushko and Viktor Bovbel 
scored for Belarus, coming off a 
6-1 loss to Sweden on Tuesday.
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PITTSBURGH (AP) — 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni 
Malkin scored in the shootout, 
and the Pittsburgh Penguins 
rallied past the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 5-4 on Wednesday 
night.

Crosby and Malkin both 
beat Sergei Bobrovsky between 
the legs in the shootout. Matt 
Murray stopped Pierre-Luc 
Dubois and then Artemi Pan-
arin to clinch the win.

Crosby thought he had 
scored the game-winner 23 
seconds into overtime, but the 
goal was overturned because 
of goaltender interference by 
Brian Dumoulin.

Four of the last fi ve regular-
season meetings between the 
Penguins and Blue Jackets have 
gone to overtime. Pittsburgh 
needed a big third-period rally 
in this one.

Malkin and Phil Kessel both 
scored third-period power-play 
goals for Pittsburgh, while Jake 
Guentzel netted the equalizer 
with 1:40 left in regulation. 
Conor Sheary also scored his 
10th for the Penguins, who ral-
lied from three two-goal defi -
cits, including two in the third 
period. Murray made 29 saves 
in regulation.

The defending Stanley Cup 
champion Penguins, who are 
near the bottom of the Metro-
politan Division standings, had 
just three wins in their last nine 
games before Wednesday.

Panarin, playing in his 200th 
NHL game, scored his ninth 
and 10th goals of the season for 
the Blue Jackets. He has eight 
goals and 21 points in his last 
21 games. Sonny Milano scored 
his sixth and Boone Jenner 
added his fourth for the Blue 
Jackets, who lost for the fi fth 
time in eight games. Bobrovsky 
stopped 32 shots in regulation.

Kessel cut the Penguins’ 
defi cit to one with a power-play 
goal early in the third period, 
but Panarin, for the second time 

in the game, restored the Blue 
Jackets’ two-goal lead later in 
the period.

Malkin scored a power-
play goal with 5:36 remaining 
before Guentzel tied it with 
1:40 to play. Patric Hornqvist’s 
wrap-around attempt came to 
Guentzel in front, and he fi n-
ished from the top of the crease.

The Penguins beat Columbus 
six days ago in a shootout but 
was shut out by Anaheim at 
home two nights later. Pitts-
burgh had gone 75 games, 
including playoffs, without 
being shut out before Satur-
day’s loss.

The drought carried into the 
start of Wednesday’s game as 
Columbus held a two-goal lead 
through one period on goals by 
Milano and Jenner.

Panarin made it 3-1 late in 
the second period when he beat 
Murray with a glove-side wrist 
shot off the rush.

NOTES: Cam Atkinson and 
Alex Wennberg missed the 
game for Columbus. Atkinson 
(foot) and Wennberg (back) are 
both out four-to-six weeks. Also 
injured are C Brandon Dubinsky 
(fractured orbital bone), D 
Ryan Murray (upper body) and 
D Zach Werenski. Werenski 
took part in the morning skate 
on Wednesday, but missed his 
fourth straight game. ... Kris 
Letang, who scored the winning 
goal in Thursday’s shootout 
win against Columbus, missed 
for Pittsburgh with a lower-
body injury. ... Penguins D 
Justin Schultz (lower body) was 
on the ice before the morning 
skate, but missed his ninth 
game. ... Columbus D Seth 
Jones extended his point streak 
to fi ve games. ... Columbus has 
scored fi rst in 16 of its past 25 
games.

UP NEXT
Blue Jackets: Visit Ottawa 

on Friday.
Penguins: Open a three-

game trip at Carolina on Friday.

American Samoa Government
Office Of PrOcurement

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
RFP-022-2018

Issuance Date: December 20, 2017 Date & Time Due: January 17, 2018
 No later than 2:00p.m (local time)
The American Samoa Government (ASG) issues a Request For Proposals (RFP) from qualified firms to provide:

“Tecnical Support Services:  Island-Wide Land Surveying Services”
Submission
Original and five copies of the Qualifications must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked:  “RFP:  Technical 
Support Services:  Island-Wide Land Surveying Services.”   Submissions are to be sent to the following address 
and will be received until 2:00 p.m. (local time), January 17, 2018:

Office of Procurement
American Samoa Government

Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Attn:  Dr. Oreta Mapu Crichton, CPO

Any proposal received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any  
circumstances.  Late submissions will not be opened or considered and will be determined as being  
non-responsive.

Document
The RFP Scope of Work outlining the proposal requiements is available at the Office of Procurement,  
Tafuna, American Samoa, during normal working hours.

Review
Request for Proposal data will be thoroughly reviewed by an appointed Source Evaluation Board under the 
auspices of the Chief Procurement Officer, Office of Procurement, ASG.

Right of Rejection
The American Samoa Government reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals and to waive any
irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted proposals that are not in the best interests of the American

Samoa Government or the public.

Crosby, Malkin score 
in shootout, Penguins 

beat Blue Jackets 

twice in four games.
“A few of those have been 

bad decisions,” Mariota said. 
“Others have been miscommu-
nications, and that’s on my end. 
That’s things that I can grow 
from, and I’ll get better from.”

Titans coach Mike Mularkey 
is glad to have Mariota available 
for the fi rst time in Week 17. 
For those wanting to measure 
Mariota against his fi rst two 
seasons, Mularkey brought up 
how his quarterback is coming 
off a pretty signifi cant injury. 
Mariota could not put weight on 
his right leg for approximately 
eight weeks after surgery last 
offseason.

Mariota also has played after 
straining a hamstring, hurting a 

shoulder and a knee.
Mularkey notes Mariota is 

the franchise’s fi rst quarterback 
to throw for at least 3,000 yards 
in back-to-back seasons since 
Steve McNair in 2002 and 2003.

“For the most part, been 
pretty pleased,” Mularkey said. 
“Would we like him better? 
Obviously, we all would.”

NOTES: CB Logan Ryan 
(ankle) and RB DeMarco 
Murray (right knee) did not 
practice Wednesday. Mularkey 
said Murray probably will be 
a game-time decision. Asked 
about reports Murray has a 
torn medial collateral ligament, 
Mularkey said that’s not what 
he was told.

➧ Mariota…
Continued from page B1
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O&O Inc. cAR REnTAL
PO Box 3897, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Located in Nu’uuli (O&O Inc. Wholesale)

Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 
(258-4563) or Tafa Leaupepe 

Office:  699-4484 • Fax:  699-2307
Email:  Rentals@ooeinc.com

2013 FORD F150 
Automatic (Green Truck)

2016 Toyota Corolla 
Automatic (White Car)

TAL Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 

Automatic (Green Truck)Automatic (Green Truck)
$130

Daily Rate

$80
Daily Rate

SPECIAL for weekly rate
1 day FREE for every 7 days rental!

    ‘’WE ARE NOW  
ACCEPTING ORDERS FOR ANY CAR PARTS’’

WITH AFFORDABLE PRICE 

2013 Toyota Sienna 
Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)

$120
Daily Rate

Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo

Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm
(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American 
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide  
a very affordable and friendly service.
Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE, 
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?
•	 Call	for	a	FREE	PEST	EVALUATION	OR	NO	 

OBLIGATION INSPECTION
•	 We	do	GROUND	TERMITE	TREATMENT	&	 

CONSTRUCTION	PRE_TREATMENTS
•	 We	provide	services	for	Houses,	Boats,	Cars,	 

Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture 
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

Ph. 252-2964

BOSTON (AP) — Riley 
Nash scored two goals, Kevan 
Miller got his fi rst of the season 
and the surging Boston Bruins 
beat the Ottawa Senators 5-1 on 
Wednesday night for their 14th 
win in 18 games.

Tuukka Rask stopped 25 
shots for the Bruins, improving 
to 9-0-1 in his past 10 games. 
Rask was selected the NHL’s 
fi rst star for last week.

Danton Heinen and David 
Backes also scored for Boston 
in the fi rst meeting between 
the teams since Ottawa beat the 
Bruins in the opening round of 
the playoffs last spring. Nash 
also had an assist on Miller’s 
goal.

Thomas Chabot scored and 
Craig Anderson made 18 saves 
for struggling Ottawa, which 
lost for the ninth time in 11 
games (2-7-2).

The Bruins scored twice in 
the opening 8 1/2 minutes.

Miller skated quickly to a 
rebound in the right circle and 

unloaded a rising shot that 
sailed over Anderson’s shoulder 
5:22 into the game. Heinen 
redirected a perfect pass from 
Ryan Spooner at the edge of the 
crease to make it 2-0. Spooner 
skated down the right wing and 
sent a backhand pass to the net.

Nash then blocked defen-
seman Erik Karlsson’s shot at 
the point and broke in on a par-
tial breakaway before beating 
Anderson with a wrister to his 
glove side, making it 3-0 just 
1:25 into the second.

Chabot sliced it to 3-1 on a 
slap shot from the right point, 
but Nash answered for Boston 
with his second goal.

He broke in down the left 
wing, shifted the puck from his 
forehand to backhand and faked 
out Anderson before tucking 
the puck in just between the net-
minder’s right skate and the left 
post.

Senators defenseman 
Fredrik Claesson was given a 
fi ve-minute major and a game 

misconduct for a check to the 
head of forward Noel Acciari in 
the opening period.

NOTES: Miller’s last goal 
came on April 2 at Chicago. . 
Ottawa entered with eight over-
time losses, tied for most in the 
NHL. . The Senators recalled D 
Ben Harpur from Belleville of 
the AHL, but he was a healthy 
scratch. . Bruins forward Tim 
Schaller decidedly won a fi ght 
against Claesson after the illegal 
hit on Acciari. . Former Bruins 
star and coach Terry O’Reilly 
was in a luxury box and shown 
on the video board. . Boston 
forward Brad Marchand’s next 
assist will be the 200th of his 
career.

UP NEXT
Senators: Host the Columbus 

Blue Jackets on Friday in the 
fi rst of a six-game stretch with 
fi ve at home.

Bruins: At the Washington 
Capitals on Thursday in the 
opener of a three-game road 
trip.

Nash scores 2 goals as surging 
Bruins beat Senators 5-1 

Ottawa Senators goalie Craig Anderson, right, tries to poke 
the puck away from Boston Bruins center Patrice Bergeron 
(37) during the third period of an NHL hockey game in Boston, 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Th e Bruins defeated the Senators 5-1. 

 (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Mathew Barzal scored 1:08 into 
overtime to give the New York 
Islanders a 3-2 victory over the 
Buffalo Sabres on Wednesday 
night.

New York has won three 
of fi ve to improve to 20-13-4. 
Jason Chimera and Josh Bailey 
also scored for the Islanders.

Zemgus Girgensons and 
Kyle Okposo scored for last-
place Buffalo (9-20-8), which 
has lost four of fi ve.

New York entered ranked 
second in the NHL in goals 
per game (3.56) and total goals 
(128), while the Sabres were 
last in both categories (2.17 and 
78).

Despite the signifi cant 
statistical disparity between 
the teams, the game was, in 
essence, a goaltending duel as 
Jaroslav Halak stopped 34 shots 
for the Islanders, and Robin 
Lehner made 33 saves for Buf-
falo. It marked the eighth time 
this season Lehner stopped at 
least 30 shots in a game.

But it was Bailey who made 
the pivotal play, scoring his 
11th goal on a snap shot with 
1:09 left in regulation to tie it at 
2. Bailey then set up Barzal, an 
early Calder Trophy contender 
for Rookie of the Year, for the 
game-winner.

Halak’s most important save 
came two minutes into the third 
when he kept the game tied 
1-all with a body stop on Jordan 
Nolan’s breakaway. Minutes 
later, though, he was beaten 
by former Islanders teammate 
Okposo to give Buffalo its fi rst 
lead, 2-1, with his sixth of the 
season.

By comparison, Lehner’s 
worknight started much earlier.

The teams went into the fi rst 
intermission without having 
scored, although New York 
had a slight 14-11 advantage 
in shots on goal, most of which 
occurred in the opening eight 
minutes as the Islanders outshot 
the Sabres 10-1.

Islanders come from behind 
to beat Sabres 3-2 in OT 
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DALLAS (AP) — American 
Airlines has apologized to two 
players on the Memphis Griz-
zlies’ minor league affi liate 
who were kicked off a plane 
in Dallas after a fl ight atten-
dant wrongfully accused them 
of stealing blankets, which an 
assistant coach suggested hap-
pened because they are black.

Airline spokesman Joshua 
Freed said Tuesday that Mem-
phis Hustle guard Marquis 
Teague and forward Trahson 
Burrell boarded the Sunday 
fl ight from Dallas-Fort Worth 
International Airport to Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. The fl ight 
was operated by Envoy Air.

Two fi rst-class passengers 
gave the players their blankets 
as they headed to their seats in 
coach. But a fl ight attendant, 
who is also black, accused them 
of theft and the players were 
asked to leave the plane fol-
lowing an argument.

An airline manager apolo-
gized to the players and they 
later fl ew fi rst class to Sioux 
Falls, Freed said.

“We take pride in bringing 
people together, and we know 
that on this fl ight we let some 
of our customers down,” Freed 
said. “Our team at American, 
along with Envoy Air, is 
reviewing what happened, and 
will be reaching out to them.”

Hustle assistant coach Dar-
nell Lazare said in a tweet that 
the fl ight attendant saw two 

“young black athletes” with 
blankets from fi rst class and that 
his fi rst comment was “did you 
steal them?”

“How about you teach 
people to get the facts fi rst 
before jumping to conclusions,” 
Lazare tweeted Sunday.

Freed declined to say 
whether race was a factor, 
explaining that airline offi cials 
are still reviewing the matter.

Sunday’s incident comes 
after American CEO Doug 
Parker told employees last 
month that American Air-
lines will implement so-called 
implicit-bias training.

The NAACP issued a “travel 
advisory” in October warning 
African-Americans they could 
face discrimination when fl ying 
on American. The alert fol-
lowed several high-profi le inci-
dents including one involving 
an organizer of the Women’s 
March who was booted from a 
fl ight after a dispute over her 
seat.American pledged to hire an 
outside fi rm to review its diver-
sity in hiring and promotion, 
train all 120,000 employees to 
counteract implicit bias, create 
a special team to review pas-
sengers’ discrimination com-
plaints, and improve resolution 
of employee complaints about 
bias.The Memphis Hustle is 
in the G League, which is the 
NBA’s minor league and was 
formerly known as the NBA 
Development League.

American sorry for accusing 
NBA G League players of theft 
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One day when she was a little girl, 
Amy was watching her mother and 
father as they sat in the den reading 
a newspaper. Their fingers were inky 
black because they always read the 
newspaper. Amy wondered what it was 
they so loved. She picked it up and 
turned the pages, but she couldn’t find a 
single story she wanted to read. 

“Why do you read this?” she asked 
her parents, but their noses were buried 
in their newspaper, so they didn’t answer.

For years and years, Amy wondered. 
When she grew up, she began to read 

newspapers just like her parents had, but 
she began to wish there were stories in 
the newspaper for little girls like she had 
been. Sometimes she said to friends, “I 
wish there were stories in newspapers 
for little kids,” but they mostly laughed 
at her.Finally, one of her friends said, 
“Sometimes a person has to make her 
own wish come true.”

“Yes!” Amy thought, and she sat 
down at her desk, picked up a bright 
blue pen and began to write stories she 
thought the children she knew would 
love. Once she had written one story, she 
couldn’t help herself. She wrote another, 
and another and another. She began to 
recall stories of her childhood, and soon 
her stories were filled with fantastical 
people, talking animals, mystical crea-
tures and strange adventures. 

There were Alice and the Cheshire 
cat; Peter’s shadow; a yellow brick road; 
the emperor’s new clothes; a sword in 
a stone; slippers that didn’t fit and slip-
pers that did; poisonous apples, pouty 
princesses and kissing frogs. There were 
beanstalks and colorful coats; magical 
coins and talking crows; golden crowns 
and wicked witches; houses built of 
cookies and candy; houses built of sticks 
and straw. There were talking pigs and 
robber barons; kind ogres and greedy 
kings; tricksters and fools. 

Soon Amy began to search for stories 
that children in other cities and states 
and countries loved, too.

One day, as she was writing about 
seven princesses dancing in a meadow, 
she imagined she could see them.

This gave her a wonderful idea, so 
she ran to Meredith’s house. 

You see, Meredith draws. 
“Do you think you could draw these 

princesses?” Amy asked.
Meredith poised her paintbrush over 

a big piece of paper, and that paintbrush 
began to dance. Suddenly, before their 
eyes, those dancing princesses were 
rising into the sapphire sky, and then 
they were floating in a sea of silvery 
stars. 

“It’s so beautiful,” Amy said. “This 
reminds me of the paintings Jillian 

paints. Don’t you wish we could all float 
in that pretty sky?”

“I do,” Meredith said.
And just then they heard a knock 

on the door. When they opened it, they 
saw the painter Jillian and a big tall man 
named Dan. They were with Alan, Har-
riet and Joyce, and another girl named 
Gillian, but this one spelled her name 
with a “G.” “Hello!” Amy said. “It’s so 
good to see all my old friends.”

“Come on,” Dan said, “if we all work 
together, we can float up to that sapphire 
sky.”

He nodded at Jillian, and she lifted 
her paintbrush in the air, and she painted 
a floating basket.

“Climb in,” Harriet said, and so they 
all did.

Meredith drew a pathway to the sky, 
and up, up, up they floated. 

“We’re in the dream I’ve drawn,” 
Meredith said. “The dream I imagined,” 
Amy said. “The dream I am painting,” 
Jillian added. “It’s the dream everyone 
wants to dream,” Alan, Gillian, Joyce, 
Harriet and Dan all said. “It’s the dream 
we all create together.”

For a while they all floated, and it was 
so peaceful that they thought they would 
live happily ever after.

But Jillian couldn’t resist. Her paint-
brush was tugging at her hand. She loved 
colors, and she began to draw a bright 
blue dragon with fiery breath, but then 
that dragon began to roar.  

“Whoa!” Joyce cried. “We’re in 
danger ... we have to get away!”

“Meredith, draw!” Amy cried.
So Meredith drew a long, winding 

pathway through the sky, and all eight of 
them raced down that path as fast as they 
could, fleeing the dragon. 

“Wait!” Jillian said. “That dragon 
wasn’t cruel ... he used to live by the sea, 
and he wanted to return.” So she stopped 
and painted a pretty sea surrounded by 
palm trees and beautiful flowers.

Meredith was so inspired that she 
drew eight little boats. They each 
climbed into one of those boats, and off 
they sailed. 

“This is miraculous,” Alan said.
“Most people frown on miracles,” 

Joyce said, “but we are a miracle team!”
They traveled on, crossing a universe 

full of moons and magic, wise fools 
and foolish wise men, shapeshifters and 
spell casters. There were Jack and Zeus; 
Loki and Maui; Puck and Puss in Boots; 
Reynard and Till; Anansi, Br’er Rabbit, 
Sinbad, Little Peter and Pedro Urde-

males. They re-created Ivan the Fool and 
his Sailing Ship; the Monkey King and 
Ti Malice; the Pied Piper and Kokopelli; 
nixies and nymphs and elves. 

Everywhere Amy imagined, they 
traveled. Meredith drew, and Jillian 
painted, and Amy kept imagining -- 
pixies, sprites, changelings and pookas; 
elves and brownies; demons and doppel-
gangers; djinnis and spirits of the forest, 
of the sky, of the sea; dwarves and trolls; 
selkies and ghosts; Molly Whuppie and 
Frau Holle; Rapunzel and the Little 
Match Girl; the Snow Queen and Snow 
White; Aladdin and Prince Charming; 
the Frog Prince and Romeo; Cinderella 
and Aphrodite. 

“Most folks spend a lot of time 
wishing,” Dan said, “but we are helping 
them understand that all you have to do 
is imagine.”

“And wish,” Harriet and Gillian with 
a G said.

“Sometimes a person has to make her 
own wish come true,” Alan added. 

“That’s what we do,” Joyce said.
“That’s true,” Amy agreed. “That’s 

what we do whenever we say, ‘Tell Me 
a Story.’ We imagine. We wish. We 
create.” “And we draw!” Meredith said. 

Because Meredith draws.

TELL ME A STORY: MEREdiTh dRAwS
(aN oRIGINal TalE)
adapted by Amy Friedman and 
illustrated by Meredith Johnson 
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HOUSTON (AP) — Jose Altuve led the 
Houston Astros to their first World Series title 
with a win over the Los Angeles Dodgers in 
November and picked up the franchise’s first 
MVP trophy in more than two decades a couple 
of weeks later.

And as his huge 2017 is coming to a close, the 
diminutive second baseman already is looking 
for more.

“Winning the World Series, winning the 
MVP, you feel like you have everything,” Altuve 
told The Associated Press. “But my perspective 
is to try and get better every year and if we win 
one World Series, why not win another one? Just 
keep playing for the team and keep playing for 
my city.”

Altuve, who was one of only a handful 
of players who endured the Astros’ painful 
rebuilding process en route to this year’s cham-
pionship, which gave hope to a city ravaged by 
Hurricane Harvey, was chosen as The Associated 
Press Male Athlete of the Year.

Results of voting by U.S. editors and news 
directors was announced Wednesday. The 
5-foot-6 dynamo got 715 points, beating out New 
England quarterback Tom Brady, who had 646, 
and third-place finisher Cleveland Cavaliers star 
LeBron James, with 626.

On Tuesday, Katie Ledecky was named AP 
Female Athlete of the Year.

Altuve is a five-time All-Star who led the 
majors with a career-high .346 batting average 
and his 204 hits topped the American League. 
He is the first player in MLB history to lead his 
league in hits in four straight seasons. He tied a 
career-best with 24 homers and had 81 RBIs. He 
was second in the AL by scoring 112 runs, his 
on-base percentage of .410 ranked third, he was 
third with 32 steals and his .547 slugging per-
centage ranked sixth.

His work made him the second Astro to win 
an MVP award , joining Hall of Famer Jeff 
Bagwell, who picked up the National League’s 
honors in 1994.

Altuve carried his stellar regular season into 
the postseason, where he paced the Astros in 
their ALDS win over the Boston Red Sox by 
hitting .533 with an outrageous 1.133 slugging 
percentage.

Altuve spent his early years with the Astros 
toiling in relative obscurity as Houston lost 100-
plus games in each of his first three major league 
seasons from 2011-13. There was no denying his 
superstar status this season as the Astros won 
101 games, and he became one of the best stories 

early in the postseason when he hit three homers 
in their Game 1 win over Boston.

As one of the smallest players in the majors, 
Altuve certainly isn’t known as a slugger, but 
that performance made him just the 10th player 
in major league history and first since 2012 to hit 
three homers in a playoff game. Altuve’s story 
of once being sent home from a tryout because 
he was too short has been well documented as he 
has risen to fame. But on the day his huge game 
led the Astros to that playoff win, he perfectly 
summed up the mindset he’s carried since that 
setback.

“As soon as I cross the white line, I feel the 
same size as everyone else,” he said.

Altuve’s grit and determination is evident 
every time he takes the field. His teammates 
marvel at the fact that no matter how good he is, 
he’s always looking to do better.

“He has four hits and he’s like, ‘Carlos I never 
had a five-hit game before, let me try to get the 
fifth hit,’” shortstop Carlos Correa said. “He’s 
always striving for more. And that’s what I’ve 
learned from him that makes me better every, 
single day.”

Altuve, who grew up in Venezuela, considers 
Houston his second home after spending his 
entire professional career with the Astros. He 
took great pride in wearing the Houston Strong 
patch on his uniform throughout the playoffs as 
a reminder of what the city went through during 
the storm and how difficult the rebuilding process 
would be.

He said people approach him often to say 
thank you for helping the Astros win their first 
title and for being a bright spot in such a terrible 
time.“We had the responsibility of making it 
happen for the city,” the 27-year-old said. “We 
wanted to win the World Series for the city. We 
just wanted to try to see a smile from them.”

Since winning the World Series, Altuve has 
been welcomed to Disney World by Mickey 
Mouse, been a guest on “The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon” and been named Sports 
Illustrated Sportsperson of the Year along with 
Texans star J.J. Watt. Despite all this, Altuve has 
remained the same humble, soft-spoken man he 
was when he first broke into the majors in 2011.

“I don’t think I’m the face of the city or the 
Houston Astros,” he said. “I’m just another guy 
who is playing hard to make dreams come true. 
My dream was to win the World Series and I 
know the fans’ dream was to win the World 
Series as well. So we are on the same page and I 
really enjoy my time in Houston.”

FILE - In this Oct. 14, 2017, file photo, Houston Astros’ Jose Altuve reacts after scoring the game-
winning run during the ninth inning of Game 2 of baseball’s American League Championship Series 
against the New York Yankees, in Houston. Altuve was named The Associated Press Male Athlete of 
the Year on Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017.  (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)

Astros star Jose Altuve named 
AP Male Athlete of the Year 

CHICAGO (AP) — Mikal 
Bridges scored 20 points, Phil 
Booth added 17 points and six 
assists, and No. 1 Villanova 
made it look easy, beating 
DePaul 103-85 on Wednesday 
in the Big East opener for both 
teams.

The Wildcats (13-0, 1-0 Big 
East) closed in on last year’s 
program-record 14-0 start and 
gave coach Jay Wright his 
399th victory in 17 seasons at 
Villanova.

Bridges and Booth each 
made four 3-pointers, and the 
Wildcats nailed 15 of 31 from 
long range.

Chicago-area product Jalen 
Brunson had 16 points and five 
assists. Eric Paschall scored 16, 
and Villanova hit the 100-point 
mark for the third time this 
season.

Max Strus had 20 points, 
nine rebounds and six assists 
for DePaul (7-6, 0-1). Marin 
Maric added 17 points and 10 
rebounds, but the Blue Demons 
dropped their 13th straight 
against ranked opponents. They 
fell to 3-21 against No. 1 teams.

The Wildcats beat DePaul 
for the 15th straight time and 
improved to 25-8 in the all-time 
series. They shot 18 of 34 and 
nailed 8 of 18 3-point attempts 
on the way to a 48-33 halftime 
lead.

Any remaining suspense got 

wiped out by an 11-0 run early 
in the second half that made it 
61-36. Booth hit a 3 and a layup 
during that spurt, and Jermaine 
Samuels finished it with two 
free throws. Bridges’ 3 with 
just over 15 minutes left made 
it 69-39.

About the only thing Blue 
Demons fans had to cheer was 
when Bears great Otis Wilson 
was introduced in the closing 
minutes.

There was a scary moment 
late in the first half when 
DePaul’s Peter Ryckbosch col-
lided with Booth going for a 
defensive rebound and banged 
his head on the court. He stayed 
down for a couple minutes 
before walking to the locker 
room.

BIG PICTURE
Villanova: The Wildcats are 

No. 1 for the third week in a row 
and it’s not hard to see why.

DePaul: The Blue Demons 
couldn’t get their shots to fall. 
They were 29 of 71 overall and 
6 of 23 on 3’s.

UP NEXT
Villanova: The Wildcats 

visit Butler on Saturday. The 
Bulldogs swept both games last 
season and handed Villanova its 
first loss after a 14-0 start.

DePaul: The schedule 
doesn’t get easier, with the Blue 
Demons visiting No. 6 Xavier 
on Saturday.

Bridges scores 20 as 
No. 1 Villanova pounds 

dePaul 103-85 

COSTA MESA, Calif. (AP) 
— Although the Los Angeles 
Chargers will need help to get 
into the playoffs on the final 
day of the regular season, coach 
Anthony Lynn doesn’t want 
his players to know whether 
they got that help until after 
their game against the Oakland 
Raiders.

“We need to go out here 
and get a win,” Lynn said 
Wednesday. “All of the playoff 
scenarios really don’t matter 
if we don’t take care of our 
business.”

Lynn said the Chargers 
won’t post updated scores from 
around the league Sunday on 
their videoboards at StubHub 
Center, which is likely to be 
largely filled with Raiders 
fans. Unless the Chargers (8-7) 
complete their impressive turn-
around from an 0-4 start and 
clinch a winning season by 
beating Oakland, their playoff 
dreams are dead anyway.

“I think the chances are 
good, but like I said, we have 
to win,” Lynn said. “That’s the 
only thing that matters right 
now. I like our chances. I hate 

that we don’t control our own 
destiny and we need help, but 
we’ll see.”

Aside from this three-hour 
media blackout in Carson, Lynn 
generally believes his players 
should know where they are 
in the NFL playoff race on a 
week-to-week basis, and he 
encourages them to pay atten-
tion to the standings.

“There’s no reason for us 
to know what the other teams 
are doing (this week),” Lynn 
said. “Our hands are going to 
be full.”The two scenarios in 
which the Chargers can grab a 
wild-card berth are both clear 
and plausible. They both depend 
on LA beating the Raiders and 
the Tennessee Titans (8-7) 
losing to the playoff-bound 
Jacksonville Jaguars (10-5), 
who say they aren’t resting any 
starters despite being locked 
into the No. 3 seed in the AFC 
postseason.If the Titans lose 
and Baltimore (9-6) beats Cin-
cinnati (6-9), the Chargers are 
in. If the Ravens lose, the Char-
gers are still in if the Titans lose 
and the Buffalo Bills (8-7) beat 
Miami (6-9).

Chargers won’t watch 
scoreboard for playoff 

hopes on weekend 
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HUSBaND loSES DESIRE FoR WIFE aFTER WITNESSING HER oVERDoSE

DEaR aBBY: I have been married for three years to a woman who is very beautiful inside and out. 
(We have been together for six years.) Recently, I found out she is addicted to pain meds -- and two 
months ago she confi ded that she had gotten hooked on heroin. 

I set up an intervention to get her into rehab. But when the time came to go, she kept putting it 
off. She said she wanted to get high “one more time,” so I told her OK, as long as she did it at home, 
so I’d know she was safe. After she injected herself, she went limp, so I called 911 and got her into 
the hospital. 

It is now two months later, and she is back. I love her dearly, but I no longer desire to be intimate 
with her. How do I tell her I will always stand by her, but no longer want to be intimate? She’s younger 
and still has a strong sex drive. -- LOST THAT PART IN THE EAST

DEAR LOST: The news should be conveyed in the offi ce of a licensed marriage and family thera-
pist. While your sexual problem may result from the shock of seeing your wife nearly die in front of you, 
there may be more to it. You say she is “younger and STILL has a strong sex drive.” This suggests that 
you are older and your lack of desire might to some extent be age- or hormone-related. 

The two of you have a lot of talking to do about your feelings and your future. It would be better if 
it’s done with the help of a trained moderator.Also, if your wife was sharing needles, you both need to 
be tested for any diseases she may have contracted.

DEaR aBBY: My parents and my wife’s parents both live 20 minutes from us. Both sets of parents 
purposely moved to be close to us. The problem is both sets of parents tell people the few times we 
are together how often they see their grandkids -- which is simply not true.

Mom talks as if she sees them multiple times a week, although she generally sees them less than 
once a month. She does watch my niece three days a week, but to hear her tell it, all her grandkids 
fall into that category. My wife’s parents see me, my wife and our two kids about twice a month, but 
also tell others it’s “all the time.” Then, when we do meet, they ignore the kids! 

I am bothered about it for two reasons: They are taking undue credit for “helping us out,” and 
second, I’m sick of having heard for the last 12 years how “lucky” my kids are to have such wonderful 
grandparents. It caused us to miss out on help from extended family because they thought my wife 
and I were already receiving so much. Is there a nice way to say to my parents/in-laws that the story 
they are selling is fi ction? We do love them. All we would like is for them to help out the way they claim 
to. -- SICK OF THE FICTION 

DEAR SICK OF THE FICTION: I fi nd it strange that both sets of in-laws would relocate to be close, 
and then not follow through on trying to BE close. I also don’t know why your parents would loudly 
take credit for the things they haven’t been doing. If you want to end the fi ction, tell the extended 
family the truth and explain that you really do need their help and why. You should have done it years 
ago.

Happy Birthday: Aim to stabilize your life personally, professionally and emotionally. Consider what 
you are up against and what it will take to overcome any setbacks that come your way. Sticking close 
to home and keeping a close, supportive group of people around you will help protect against unpre-
dictable situations that can be costly. Patience, understanding and love will encourage good results. 
Your numbers are 4, 9, 16, 20, 26, 35, 42.

aRIES (March 21-april 19): Learn from past mistakes and choose a path based on smart choices 
and personal growth. Question anyone who shows signs of inconsistency or an inability to make up 
his or her mind. Don’t rely on someone else. Do your own thing. ✸✸✸

TaURUS (april 20-May 20): Plan a day trip or do something special with a friend or loved one. 
Sharing your feelings with someone special will help you plan for the future. Updating your appear-
ance will bring good results. Romance will improve your personal life. ✸✸✸

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Tidy up loose ends. Get your fi nancial or legal matters in order. End 
the year knowing that you can start anew without having to backtrack. A tax break should be taken 
advantage of before the year comes to a close. ✸✸✸

CaNCER (June 21-July 22): What you do to help young people or those in need will bring you joy. 
Sharing your time and talents with those you love will open up a host of plans that will create strong 
bonds. Romance is highlighted.✸✸✸✸

lEo (July 23-aug. 22): Don’t overreact no matter what happens. Keeping a steady pace and 
being of sound mind will be the best way to deal with any situation that arises. Avoid overindulgence 
or emotional arguments that will lead to regret. ✸✸

VIRGo (aug. 23-Sept. 22): Networking, socializing, family get-togethers and travel plans are all 
highlighted. Nurture personal relationships and discuss your plans for the future. Love and romance 
are in the stars and will improve your personal life. Don’t hesitate to make a commitment. ✸✸✸✸✸ 

lIBRa (Sept. 23-oct. 22): Emotional unpredictability will surface if you don’t keep busy and avoid 
getting into debates. Pour your energy in to personal changes that will help build your confi dence and 
make you feel good about who you are.✸✸✸ 

SCoRPIo (oct. 23-Nov. 21): Everything will begin to come together. You will gain support and be 
given the go-ahead to follow your dream. Broaden your horizons and set your plans in motion. Posi-
tive professional and fi nancial changes are heading your way. ✸✸✸

SaGITTaRIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Physical changes and choosing a healthier lifestyle should be 
your intent. Set up a routine and choose an exercise program that will be easy to maintain. Romance 
is on the rise and nurturing an important relationship is encouraged. ✸✸✸

CaPRICoRN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Stick close to home and nurture the relationships that are impor-
tant to you. Love and romance are highlighted and will make a difference in how your day unfolds. 
Use your imagination and mix the old with the new. ✸✸✸✸✸

aQUaRIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Added responsibilities may not be welcome, but doing your share 
will allow you to take extra time later in the week to spend with friends. Don’t be indulgent and avoid 
overspending on items you don’t really need.✸✸

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Recap what you’ve accomplished this year and lay out a plan that 
will help you move into the next with greater hope and optimism. Consider the best way to earn more 
and spend less. Follow your heart. ✸✸✸✸

ACROSS
  1 Frame job
  6 Fatherly 

figures
 10 Aquarium 

buildup
 14 Nurse 

Barton
 15 Continental 

cash
 16 Sit for a 

picture
 17 Fake name
 18 Agendum
 19 From the top
 20 Calvin Hill 

was their 
first 1,000-
yard rusher

 23 Expire 
24 Scalawag
 27 Opaque 

form of 
quartz

 31 Swerve off
 33 Certain 

savings 
vehicle

 34 Indian, 
for one

 35 Seckel, 
for one

 36 Hawaiian 
souvenirs

 37 1951 NBA 
champion-
ship Royals, 
now

 40 Jog relative
 41 Burden of 

proof
 42 “___ Libre” 

(Jack Black 
movie)

 43 ___-Manuel 
Miranda 
(“Hamilton” 
star)

 44 “Clair 
de ___”  
(Debussy)

 45 Certain 
editorial 
marks

 46 Water 
whirls

 48 Laos 
currency

 49 They won 
their first 
World Series 
in 2017

 56 Fall front?
 58 Top shelf
59 Observant
 60 Singer 

Turner
 61 Actress 

Winslet
 62 Temptress 

of myth
 63 Ifs or buts 

comple-
ments

 64 Bouts of 
commotion

 65 Work dough
DOWN
  1 Horse 

mackerel
  2 First name 

in jazz  
singing

  3 Lobster 
order, often

  4 Russian 
mountain 
range

  5 Rose Bowl 
locale

  6 Clear frozen 
windshields

  7 Car
  8 Outlined
  9 Large 

Mexican hat

 10 “Fixes” an 
animal

 11 Moral sense
 12 Operate
 13 Kitten’s 

sound
 21 Gentlemanly 

address
 22 Rowboat 

necessity
 25 Properly
 26 Rodeo 

loops
 27 Bump 

against
 28 Parasitic 

mite
 29 Like some 

dangerous 
smoke

 30 Role
 31 Event’s 

setting
 32 Munches on
 35 Quakers’ 

college
 36 Perjurer
 38 Greek lamb 

dish

 39 Hiker’s 
carryall

 44 Moldovan 
currency

 45 Spy org.
 47 Minuscule 

amounts
 48 Hinges on 

humans
 50 Croaking 

creature
 51 Word with 

“glom”
 52 Certain 

Minnesota 
pro

 53 Incredibly 
hard to find

 54 Walrus 
predator

 55 Give start-
up money to

 56 Holder 
of school 
meetings

 57 TV dog star 
___ Tin Tin
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and spend less. Follow your heart. 
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