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SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) 
— Coach Muffet McGraw often 
calls senior Kathryn Westbeld 
“the glue” of No. 2 Notre Dame. 
On Wednesday, Westbeld held 
the Irish together against upset-
minded Marquette.

Westbeld had 13 points and 
10 rebounds in Notre Dame’s 
91-85 overtime victory.

“I thought Kat, in the last of 
the fourth quarter and the over-
time was an All-American,” 
McGraw said. “She was fabu-
lous. She made so many big 
plays.”

The biggest came with the 
Irish trailing 73-70 in the fourth 
quarter with the 6-foot-2 West-
beld on the line for two free 
throws with 43 seconds left. 
She made the fi rst, missed the 
second, but hustled to get the 
rebound and scored with 40 sec-
onds remaining to tie it.

“Just don’t quit on the 
play,” refl ected Westbeld, who 
started the season slowly after 
offseason ankle surgery. “My 
mindset is we can’t lose, we’re 
not about to lose this game, 
so really just keep attacking. 
Offensive rebounds are always 
huge, especially at the end of 
games that are that close.”

Junior Arike Ogunbowale 
led Notre Dame (11-1) with 
22 points — 17 after halftime. 
Jessica Shepard, a game after 
scoring a career-high 39 points, 
had 13 points and 12 rebounds 
on a gimpy ankle, while soph-
omore Jackie Young had 10 
points and 10 rebounds playing 
with a mask to protect a broken 
nose. Marina Mabrey had 19 
points.

“I felt we showed plenty 
of poise when we got down,” 
McGraw said. “We had a lot of 
opportunities (to win the game), 
but some breakdowns defen-
sively that cost us and a lot of 
dumb fouls. We made some 
mistakes, but we didn’t fall 
apart.”

Notre Dame survived 17 
turnovers, 10 in the second half 
under heavy pressure by the 
Golden Eagles during the game 
that was tied fi ve times and had 
eight lead changes. Each team 
had and lost eight-point leads 
during the game.

The Irish shot 47.9 percent 

from the fl oor after starting 
30.4 percent and trailing 23-15 
after the fi rst quarter. Notre 
Dame, which led 38-37 at half-
time, outrebounded Marquette 
51-44 and had 23 assists and 
six blocked shots. The Golden 
Eagles shot 40.5 percent for the 
game.

“They were the more com-
posed team down the stretch and 
credit them for that,” Marquette 
coach Carolyn Kieger said after 
her team, ranked as high as 16th 
this season, fell to 6-5. “We 
took Tennessee to overtime and 
we took Notre Dame to over-
time. Now it’s time for us to 
take the next step as a program, 
and what that means is tough-
ness and details.”

Marquette was plenty tough 
throughout. Notre Dame scored 
the fi rst six points of the extra 
session and had a seven-point 
lead three times, the last with 
30 seconds left in overtime. But 
the Golden Flash went on a 5-0 
run before Ogunbowale sealed 
the victory with two free throws 
with 10 seconds remaining.

Allazia Blockton led Mar-
quette with 20 points and had 
10 rebounds. Erika Davenport 
had 19 points and 16 rebounds. 
Danielle King, Natisha Hie-
deman and Isabelle Spingola 
had 12 points each while Amani 
Wilborn fi nished with 10.

BIG PICTURE
Marquette: The Golden 

Eagles, who were ranked No. 
16 in the second AP poll of the 
season, came in with four road 
losses — to New Mexico, Ten-
nessee (101-99 OT in Cancun, 
Mexico), Green Bay and 
Michigan.

Notre Dame: For the second 
straight game, junior guard 
Arike Ogunbowale, a Mil-
waukee native, struggled in 
the fi rst half. She had just fi ve 
points on 1-of-8 shooting as the 
Irish shot 16 of 41 (39 percent), 
including just 2 of 16 (12.5 per-
cent) from 3-point and beyond.

UP NEXT
Marquette: Hosts St. John’s 

on Dec. 28 in its Big East 
opener.

Notre Dame: Hosts Syracuse 
on Dec. 28 in its Atlantic Coast 
Conference opener.

No. 2 Notre Dame 
women beat Marquette 

91-85 in overtime 
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Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo

Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm
(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American 
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide  
a very affordable and friendly service.
Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE, 
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?
•	 Call	for	a	FREE	PEST	EVALUATION	OR	NO	 

OBLIGATION INSPECTION
•	 We	do	GROUND	TERMITE	TREATMENT	&	 

CONSTRUCTION	PRE_TREATMENTS
•	 We	provide	services	for	Houses,	Boats,	Cars,	 

Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture 
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

Ph. 252-2964

In this Dec. 12, 2017, photo, a villager wearing a thick jacket to protect herself from the cold 
temperatures walks on the street in Pyeongchang, South Korea.  After two straight balmy Olympics 
where some might have wondered if it was even winter, let alone the world‚Äôs pre-eminent freeze-
dependent sporting event, athletes and visitors alike will finally experience a no-joke chill in their 
bones in Pyeongchang.   (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea (AP) — The cold is back 
for the Winter Games.

After two straight balmy 
Olympics where some might 
have wondered if it was even 
winter, let alone the world’s 
pre-eminent freeze-dependent 
sporting event, athletes and visi-
tors alike will finally experience 
a serious chill in their bones 
during the games in moun-
tainous Pyeongchang.

How cold is it?
So cold that tears spring to 

the eyes. So cold the ink in a 
pen grows sluggish and fades as 
it scribbles over a page. So cold 
that South Korean men some-
times flash back to being posted 
for hours on the frozen frontline 
during mandatory military ser-
vice. So cold at least six people 
were treated for hypothermia 
last month after a pop concert at 
the open-air Olympic Stadium.

“We all hope it will be better 
in February, but if it’s like it is 
now, there will be big trouble. 
It’s just too cold for outsiders,” 
says Choi Jong-sik, 64, smirking 
in his short-sleeve shirt as a vis-
iting reporter removes layer 
after layer of thick outerwear 
for an interview at Choi’s 
Pyeongchang restaurant.

Vancouver and Sochi, where 
ski jumpers were landing in 
puddles, got complaints for 
being too warm, as might Bei-
jing in 2022, but the weather 
in Pyeongchang will likely 
dazzle spectators, and confound 
organizers and athletes, in its 
bitterness.

Pyeongchang sits nearly 
half a mile above sea level 
in the northeastern corner of 
South Korea, not too far from 
the border with the North. It is 
one of the coldest parts of the 
country — wind chill in Feb-
ruary is often in single digits 
(Fahrenheit) — and notorious 
for a powerful, biting wind that 

gathers force as it barrels down 
out of Siberia and the Manchu-
rian Plain and then across the 
jagged granite peaks of North 
Korea.

It can be hard to get people 
here to talk about, or even 
acknowledge, the cold. It is 
simply a fact of life, and sto-
icism is often the rule when 
confronted with outsiders’ 
weather-related questions.

“The only thing foreigners 
can do is the same thing locals 
do: bundle up,” Nam Sun-
woo, 60, a fishmonger in 
Pyeongchang, says. “Not many 
outsiders understand how cold 
it gets here. It’s not like where 
they’re from. This kind of cold 
is completely different.”

The weather will be on dis-
play, and maybe a major nui-
sance, at the Pyeongchang 
Olympic Stadium in Hoenggye 
village. The much-criticized 
35,000-seat open-air pentagon-
shaped arena, which cost 118.4 
billion won ($107 million), 
will be used only four times — 
during the opening and closing 
ceremonies of the Olympics and 
Paralympics — and then torn 
down.

On a recent blustery day, 
from the top of a nearby 17-story 
building, the white angular sta-
dium looks a little like a giant 
discarded Lego piece. It rises 
isolated on a wide, flat plain, 
muscular mountains cascading 
down behind it. It looks vulner-
able and exposed — all those 
thousands of orange and pink 
seats laid bare below the wide 
dome of sky — but also slightly 
magical as the sun glitters 
off millions of tiny ice flakes 
blowing across the plain.

The wind is brutal, and 
it pounds the entire area, 
including the stadium and the 
rooftop, where the gusts rattling 
through the big AC units sound 
like a doomed bomber plum-

meting out of the sky in an old 
war movie.

Despite the cold, organizers 
have done little to protect sta-
dium visitors. Spectators will 
have to sit exposed for as long 
as five hours in the elements 
during the nighttime ceremo-
nies. There are no built-in 
heating systems for the seats 
and the corridors, and it’s too 
late to build a roof and too 
expensive to install central heat, 
officials say.

Many of the concertgoers 
last month where six were 
treated for hypothermia report-
edly flocked to the arena’s toi-
lets for a rare bit of respite from 
the cold.

Organizers plan to provide 
each spectator at the Olympics 
ceremonies with a raincoat, 
a small blanket and heating 
pads — one to sit on, one for 
the hands and a pair for the 
feet. They also plan to install 
polycarbonate walls above the 
highest seats across the two 
northwest sides of the stadium 
to block the strongest winds. 
About 40 portable gas heaters 
will be placed in aisles between 
the rows of plastic seats, and 
lots of hot coffee and tea, fish 
sticks and heated buns will be 
on sale.

Still, by the time the opening 
ceremony starts at around 8 
p.m., the wind chill at the sta-
dium could be minus 14 degrees 
Celsius (about 7 F). That is 
much colder than the wind chill 
at the ceremonies for the Van-
couver and Sochi Games, which 
were 5 degrees and 4 degrees C, 
respectively, according to South 
Korean officials.

When Associated Press jour-
nalists visited the area earlier 
this month, it was minus 18 
degrees C (a little below zero 
F) midmorning at a resort near 
Olympic Stadium.

The cold returns for Winter Games 
in mountainous Pyeongchang 

INDEPENDENCE, Ohio 
(AP) — Isaiah Thomas played 
Santa Claus on Wednesday. 
Soon, he’ll be playing point 
guard for the Cavaliers.

Thomas said he could be on 
the floor in games as early as 
next week for Cleveland after 
being sidelined with a hip injury 
that knocked him out of last 
season’s playoffs. Thomas has 
progressed to the point where 
he will be scrimmaging 5 on 5 
in the next few days with the 
possibility of playing in games 
with the Cavs before the year 
ends.“When that time comes to 
where I’ll be out there, I’m sure 
everybody is going to know 
and I’ll be out there playing the 
way I’ve always played,” said 
Thomas, who hosted a holiday 
party for some area kids at the 
team’s training facility. “I’m 
just trying to get as close as 100 
percent as possible and to be 
out there to be special. Not just 
to be out there and be another 
body. However long that takes 
— it might be next week, it 
might be a week after that. We 
don’t know and we’re really not 
trying to put a date on it because 
it just depends on how my 
recovery is.“I’m ramping up my 
workouts, but at the same time 
it’s how I feel the next day, and 
it’s getting lighter and lighter, 
which is a good sign.”

Thomas is as close as ever to 
making his debut with Cleve-
land, which acquired him last 
summer in the blockbuster trade 
that sent Kyrie Irving to Boston. 
Since training camp opened, the 
Cavs’ timeline for Thomas was 
for him to be playing games by 
the end of December.

That now seems possible. 

The Cavs, who have won 18 of 
20, host Chicago on Thursday 
and are expected to practice 
twice before their Christmas 
Day matchup against the 
Golden State Warriors, whom 
they’ve met in three straight 
Finals.

Cleveland has games in Sac-
ramento and Utah next week 
before returning home on Jan. 2 
against Portland. The next day, 
the Cavs will play in Boston, 
where Thomas spent more 
than two seasons and where 
he hoped to play longer before 
being traded.

Since the deal, Thomas has 
talked about being motivated 
to show the Celtics they were 
wrong to let him go.

Although he has not suited up 
for the Cavs, Thomas has been 
embraced by the city’s fans. As 
a way of giving thanks for their 
support, he teamed with World 
Vision — a humanitarian aid 
organization he has partnered 
with for seven years — to host 
children from the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Cleveland at the party.

“The biggest thing is just 
putting smiles on these kids’ 
faces,” said Thomas, who 
played basketball and video 
games. “You really don’t know 
what they’re going through or 
what they don’t have. It’s about 
having fun today.”

Thomas said he has been 
touched by the warm welcome 
he’s gotten in Cleveland.

“It’s genuine,” he said. “I 
just like giving back no matter 
where I am. That’s just who I 
am and that’s what I’ve always 
been about, so I just try to reach 
kids and touch kids and show 
kids I’m just like them.

Isaiah Thomas could 
be playing for 

Cavaliers next week 



LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) — 
Consider Chicago Bears quar-
terback Mitchell Trubisky more 
of a casual fan of the Browns 
than a die-hard loyalist growing 
up near Cleveland.

He rooted for them because 
they were the local team. He 
hardly hung onto every play so 
don’t think his closet or drawers 
were filled with Browns jerseys.

“Couldn’t afford jerseys,” he 
said.

Trubisky will have a more 
vested interest in his hometown 
team this week because he will 
be on the opposite side when 
the Bears host winless Cleve-
land on Sunday.

He will try to push the 
Browns closer to another 
unwanted spot in NFL history 
and maybe get even with the 
team that didn’t take him with 
the No. 1 pick in this year’s 
draft.Already the first team to 
start 0-14 in back-to-back sea-
sons, Cleveland is two losses 
from joining the 2008 Detroit 
Lions as the only teams to go 
0-16.

The Browns could have 
drafted Trubisky with the No. 
1 pick. They went with defen-
sive end Myles Garrett instead, 
while the Bears (4-10) traded 
up a spot with San Francisco to 
take Trubisky second overall.

“He is definitely a guy that 
we looked at,” Browns coach 
Hue Jackson said. “He had 
talent. He is from the area. It 
turned out the way we thought 
it would. Myles is here, and he 
is there in Chicago.”

Trubisky rooted more for 
NFL players, colleges and 
even his hometown Mentor 
High School than he did for the 
Browns. His interest in them 
was moderate.

“My goal was to get to this 
point and now that I’m here it’s 
just to get better every day,” 
Trubisky said. “But, yeah, it’s a 
big sense of pride for the area, 
just rooting for the hometown 
team and just the love for foot-
ball and love of the game.”

Trubisky said he’ll have 
about 20 relatives and friends 
at Soldier Field, as he usually 
does. While facing his home-
town team makes for a neat 
story, the bigger issue for him is 
improving on an uneven perfor-
mance against Detroit last week 
and helping Chicago pick up a 
rare win.

The Bears have dropped six 
of seven after a 20-10 loss to 
the Lions. It was a step back for 
a team coming off a 26-point 
pounding of Cincinnati and 
its most lopsided victory since 
2012.

Trubisky was at his best and 
worst in the Detroit game.

His 31 completions, 46 
attempts and 314 yards passing 
were all career highs. But so 
were his three interceptions. A 
66.8 rating was a big drop from 
the 112.4 he posted the previous 

week.
Trubisky overthrew his 

receiver on the first interception 
and tried to hit a target in double 
coverage in the end zone on the 
second one. The third was the 
result of a miscommunication 
with tight end Daniel Brown 
near the end of the game.

Yet offensive coordinator 
Dowell Loggains insisted he 
saw growth “in a lot of different 
situations” and a quarterback 
showing poise in the pocket.

“You wanna talk about 
stat lines and all you see is the 
three interceptions and you’re 
missing what really happened 
in the game and two of them, 
we need to have back,” Log-
gains said.

“We need to make those 
plays, a better decision, a better 
throw on the two that he can 
control. 

Bears’ Trubisky tries 
to keep hometown 

Browns winless 
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FILE - In this April 28, 2017, file photo, quarterback Mitchell Trubisky, the Chicago Bears’ No. 1 
pick in the first round of the NFL football draft pick, poses with a Bears’ jersey during a news confer-
ence in Lake Forest, Ill. Passed on in the draft by his hometown Browns, Trubisky will line up against 
them when the Bears host winless Cleveland on Sunday.  (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File)
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FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(AP) — No charges will be fi led 
against tennis star Venus Wil-
liams or the other driver for a 
crash in June that fatally injured 
the other driver’s husband, 
police said Wednesday.

The Palm Beach Gardens 
police report said an unidenti-
fi ed third vehicle illegally cut 
off Williams as she tried to 
cross a busy six-lane highway 
near her home, setting off a 
chain of events that ended with 
a sedan driven by Linda Barson, 
68, slamming into the passenger 
side of Williams’ SUV.

Barson’s 78-year-old hus-
band, Jerome, died 13 days 
after the June 9 crash and she 
suffered a broken arm and other 
injuries. Williams, 38, was not 
hurt. Jerome Barson’s estate 
had fi led a wrongful death law-
suit against Williams, seeking 
unspecifi ed damages.

Offi cer David Dowling, the 
lead investigator, said in his 
report that video from a nearby 
security camera shows Wil-
liams legally entered the inter-
section from a road exiting 
her gated neighborhood on a 
green light. As she started to 
cross, a dark sedan cut her off, 
forcing her to stop. When the 
sedan cleared her path, Wil-
liams began moving forward 
in her 2010 Toyota Sequoia 
but that put her in the path of 
the Barsons, who now had the 
green light. The Barsons’ 2016 
Hyundai Accent hit Williams’ 
SUV at 40 mph (65 kph).

Dowling said in his report 
that state law required Williams 
to exit the intersection and that 

even though Linda Barson had 
the green light she was obli-
gated to make sure the intersec-
tion was clear.

The Barson family’s 
attorney, Michael Steinger, 
said Dowling’s conclusions 
are wrong and the suit will be 
pursued.

“Ms. Williams clearly vio-
lated our client’s right of way 
because our client had a green 
light, as indicated in each and 
every police report issued in 
this case to date,” Steinger said 
in a statement. “The report is 
further inaccurate because the 
video surveillance does not 
indicate the color of Ms. Wil-
liams’ light and therefore does 
not support the police depart-
ment’s conclusion.”

Williams’ attorney, Malcolm 
Cunningham, didn’t immedi-
ately return an email seeking 
comment.

Williams, the older sister of 
tennis star Serena Williams, has 
won seven Grand Slam titles, 
including fi ve at her favorite 
tournament, Wimbledon.

Weeks after the crash, Wil-
liams competed at Wimbledon, 
losing in the fi nals on July 15 to 
Garbine Muguruza. Williams 
broke down in tears when asked 
at a tournament press confer-
ence about the crash and Jerome 
Barson’s death.

She has career on-court earn-
ings of nearly $40 million, her 
own clothing line and endorse-
ment deals with Ralph Lauren, 
Kraft foods, Tide detergent and 
Wilson sporting goods. She also 
owns a small percentage of the 
Miami Dolphins.

Venus Williams, 
other driver cleared 

in fatal crash 

FILE - In this Dec. 3, 2017, fi le photo, New England Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski (87) is 
tackled by Buff alo Bills strong safety Micah Hyde (23) during the second half of an NFL football 
game in Orchard Park, N.Y. Bills rookie cornerback Tre’Davious White says he’s willing to forgive 
and forget Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski for blindsiding him in the back of the head during 
Buff alo’s loss to New England on Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017.  (AP Photo/Rich Barnes, File)

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. 
(AP) — Bills rookie cornerback 
Tre’Davious White says he’s 
willing to forgive and forget 
Rob Gronkowski for blind-
siding him in the back of the 
head during Buffalo’s loss to 
New England earlier this month.

And by forgetting, White 
apparently means, choosing 
not to remember some of the 
accusations he made against the 
Patriots tight end, such as sug-
gesting a man wouldn’t have 
done that.

“Nah. You got that twisted 
up,” White said Wednesday, 
when fi rst reminded of his past 
comments as the Bills (8-6) pre-
pare for a rematch at New Eng-

land (11-3) on Sunday. “I didn’t 
say that.”

Actually, White did say that 
on Dec. 7 , once he was cleared 
from the NFL’s concussion 
protocol four days after a 23-3 
loss. He also called Gronkowski 
a “dirty player,” and referred 
to the NFL issuing the tight 
end a one-game suspension 
as being “a joke.”White inter-
cepted Tom Brady’s pass and 
had already been touched down 
along the Patriots sideline, 
when Gronkowski led with his 
forearm and struck him in the 
back of the helmet.

Now that he’s had time 
to refl ect, White eventually 
acknowledged his initial reac-

tion to Gronkowski’s hit as 
being “childish.”

“It wasn’t the way it 
should’ve been handled,” White 
said.

“Yeah, I can forgive and 
forget,” he added. “I got over it. 
And I’m passed it.”

The only form of payback 
White now seeks is helping 
the Bills beat their AFC East 
rival to continue Buffalo’s late-
season push to end a 17-season 
playoff drought — the longest 
active drought in North Amer-
ica’s four major professional 
sports.

This is no time, White said, 
for him or anyone else to exact 
any form of retribution.

White focused on Bills 
beating Patriots, not 

FILE - In this Jan. 28, 2017, fi le photo, Venus Williams answers 
questions at a press conference following her loss to sister Serena 
in the women’s singles fi nal at the Australian Open tennis cham-
pionships in Melbourne, Australia. Florida police say no charges 
will be fi led against tennis star Venus Williams or the other driver 
for their crash last June that killed a man.

A Palm Beach Gardens police report released Wednesday, 
Dec. 20, 2017 cleared Williams and Linda Barson in the June 9 
accident that fatally injured Barson‚Äôs 78-year-old husband, 
Jerome.  (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)
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METAIRIE, La. (AP) — Two key moves 
the Saints made in free agency to bolster their 
defense worked for a while — until injuries took 
their toll.

Losing defensive end Alex Okafor a month 
ago already has hurt the pass rush, and now New 
Orleans must pursue a playoff berth without 
middle linebacker A.J. Klein, a captain and 
defensive signal caller who has been unable to 
avoid surgery on a recent groin injury.

“Obviously, those guys are great players. 
They’ll be missed,” said starting defensive tackle 
Sheldon Rankins, who periodically has fi lled at 
defensive end since Okafor went down with an 
Achilles injury during a Week 11 victory against 
Washington.

“Each guy brought a little something dif-
ferent,” Rankins continued. “A.J., obviously, 
(brought) his leadership, his ability to be a com-
mander out there.”

Klein, who has not played for most of the past 
two games since being hurt at Atlanta on Dec. 
7, has been placed on injured reserve this week, 
meaning his season is over.

Klein was among the team leaders in tackles 
before his injury. He made or assisted on 54 
tackles, with two sacks, six tackles for losses, 
three quarterback hits, four passes defended and 
a forced fumble.

“A large portion of what defense is about is 
effort and he brought a healthy dose of that to our 
team,” defensive tackle Tyeler Davison said of 
Klein. “His impact of not being there is felt.

“They brought him here because they recog-
nized that he’s good at getting everybody lined 
up, getting the defense organized,” Davison 
added. “Without him, other guys are going to 
have to pick up the slack, which I think they’re 
doing well. At the same time A.J.’s a good player. 

We defi nitely miss him out there.”
Linebacker Manti Teo, another free agent 

brought in for depth, is now taking over for Klein.
“It’s tough. You lose a friend, more impor-

tantly. It’s somebody that you’ve had in the 
meeting room, a great personality,” Teo said. 
“It’s defi nitely something that’s hard. You just 
miss him being there.”

Still, the timing of Teo’s recent move to 
starter is fortuitous, given that he spent the entire 
offseason rehabilitating an Achilles tear that 
occurred in September 2016.

Teo said serving as a reserve for most of this 
season helped him take over as a starter in rela-
tively good health.

“The more time that I waited (to play regu-
larly), the more time that I took advantage to 
heal up,” Teo said. “It wasn’t easy to watch and I 
always want to be part of a team win. You always 
want to feel like you’ve contributed to the victo-
ries and it defi nitely was something that was a 
little diffi cult for me, but I took it as an opportu-
nity for me to learn, to heal, just to await my time.

“I’ve taken advantage of those opportunities 
and now I have a chance to go out there and show 
what I can do — and I think I’ve been doing a 
good job so far.”

Teo had 10 tackles, including two tackles for 
losses, after coming in for Klein during the Week 
14 loss to Atlanta, which now visits New Orleans 
this Sunday in a game that will heavily infl uence 
the NFC South race. He had seven tackles and 
a pass defended while starting for Klein in last 
Sunday’s victory over the New York Jets.

“I always stayed ready,” Teo said. “So it just 
means that the roles that I was actually preparing 
for, I’m going to fi ll those roles and get the action 
I’ve been waiting for.”

FILE - In this Dec. 7, 2017, fi le photo, New Orleans Saints outside linebacker A.J. Klein (53) 
is helped aft er injury during the fi rst half of an NFL football game against the Atlanta Falcons in 
Atlanta. Two key moves the Saints made in free agency to bolster their defense worked for a while, 
until injuries took their toll. Losing defensive end Alex Okafor several weeks ago hurt the pass rush, 
and now New Orleans must pursue a playoff  berth without linebacker A.J. Klein, who has been 
unable to avoid surgery on a recent groin injury.  (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)

Saints defensive depth tested 
further after loss of Klein 
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EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
(AP) — For the past couple of 
weeks, Pro Bowl safety Landon 
Collins of the New York Giants 
has struggled preparing for 
games.

It has nothing to do either 
with the Giants’ dreadful season 
or the frustration of losing week 
after week. New York is 2-12 
heading into Sunday’s game at 
the Cardinals (6-8).

Collins has been banged-
up all season and his left ankle 
seemingly is getting worse. 
Despite being doubtful for last 
week’s game against the Eagles, 
the third-year safety started. He 
lasted until early in the second 
quarter before tweaking the 
ankle again.

“I wasn’t 100 percent at all,” 
Collins said Wednesday about 
playing against Philadelphia. “I 
just felt like my presence on the 
fi eld would help my defense. It 
kind of did in the fi rst half and I 
tried to just make it work from 
there. It was working until I 
tweaked it.”

Collins was noticeably 
limping in warmups Wednesday 
and he did not practice. It would 
make sense for him to rest the 
fi nal two games of the season 
rather than hurt himself any 
more. That’s just not him.

Interim coach Steve Spag-
nuolo almost laughed when 
asked if it was time to shut 
down the player who fi nished 
third in the voting for Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2016 and 
on Tuesday was selected for the 
Pro Bowl.

“Have you seen him yet 
today?” Spagnuolo said. “Have 
you asked him that yet? He’s 
still hopeful. We’ll see. We got 
to be careful.”

Collins laughed harder about 
calling it a season.

“Not at all,” he said. “That’s 
not built in me. I’m defi nitely 

going to give my other guys 
some reps at the position, but 
I’m defi nitely not in the mindset 
to shut it down.”

Collins scoffed at the idea of 
hurting the ankle more.

“There’s always a danger,” 
he said. “It happens, it’s the 
game of football. I know my 
health, I know where I’m at with 
it and I know my limitations.”

Collins leads the Giants with 
98 tackles. He also has three 
tackles for losses, two quar-
terback hurries, two intercep-
tions, six passes defended, a 
forced fumble and two fumble 
recoveries.

It earned him his second 
straight selection as the starting 
strong safety on the NFC Pro 
Bowl team.

The statistics are not as good 
as a year ago, when he had 125 
tackles, fi ve interceptions, 13 
passes defended and four sacks. 
Opponents took notice of that 
this season, and they prepared 
for Collins.

“We can’t always get to 
those seasons,” the Alabama 
product said. “I got a lot of eyes 
on me this year. I was on a lot of 
one on one’s with linemen and 
stuff like that. It’s kind of hard 
to get to the quarterback this 
time. They’re defi nitely getting 
the ball out quicker, I didn’t get 
a lot of passes thrown my way, 
and I should have had a couple 
more picks, but stuff happens.”

The Giants are banged-up at 
the safety position. Free safety 
Darian Thompson tweaked his 
knee last week, and Nat Berhe 
missed last week’s game with 
a hamstring injury. Berhe also 
did not practice Wednesday and 
Thompson was limited.

That left Andrew Adams and 
Ryan Murphy, a former prac-
tice squad player who made his 
NFL debut this past weekend, 
to handle most of the workload.

Collins not ready to 
call it quits on Giants’ 

dreadful year 

O&O Inc. cAR REnTAL
PO Box 3897, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Located in Nu’uuli (O&O Inc. Wholesale)
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Email:  Rentals@ooeinc.com

2013 FORD F150 
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2016 Toyota Corolla 
Automatic (White Car)
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Automatic (Green Truck)Automatic (Green Truck)
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Daily Rate

$80
Daily Rate

SPECIAL for weekly rate
1 day FREE for every 7 days rental!

    ‘’WE ARE NOW  
ACCEPTING ORDERS FOR ANY CAR PARTS’’
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2013 Toyota Sienna 
Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)

$120
Daily Rate

FILE - In this Sunday, Dec. 10, 2017, fi le photo, Green Bay Packers head coach Mike McCarthy, 
left , talks with quarterback Brett Hundley in the second half of an NFL football game against the 
Cleveland Browns in Cleveland. Th e Green Bay Packers are going back to backup Brett Hundley at 
quarterback with Aaron Rodgers done for the season. Hundley went 3-4 as a starter while Rodgers 
recovered from a collarbone injury. (AP Photo/Ron Schwane, File)

GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) 
— It has been a little quieter 
than normal in the Green Bay 
Packers’ locker room this week.

The perennial NFC con-
tenders are out of the playoffs 
for the fi rst time since 2008 and 
quarterback Aaron Rodgers is 
done for the season.

It will be up to backup Brett 
Hundley to help provide a 
spark over the season’s closing 
weeks, starting with the home 
fi nale Saturday night against the 
Minnesota Vikings.

“Obviously we want to make 
the playoffs ... we want to try 
to get an opportunity to win 
a Super Bowl. This year, we 
came up short,” Hundley said 
after practice Wednesday.

“No matter the opportunity 
we’re still here and we’re still 
blessed to be able to play. This 
isn’t a game we’re just going to 
roll over.”

The Packers (7-7) placed 
Rodgers on season-ending 
injured reserve on Tuesday to 
pave the way for Hundley’s 
return as the starter. The third-
year quarterback went 3-4 

while Rodgers recovered from a 
broken right collarbone.

Rodgers returned for one 
game, throwing for three touch-
downs and three interceptions 
in a 31-24 loss last week to 
Carolina that helped seal the 
Packers’ fate.

Coach Mike McCarthy has 
said that while Rodgers didn’t 
suffer a setback, the move was 
made in the best interest of their 
franchise quarterback.

Now Hundley gets two more 
weeks to showcase his skills to 
other teams who might be inter-
ested in trading for a player who 
has improved gradually during 
the season.

Hundley, though, said his 
focus is on the present. He’s not 
looking at the next two weeks as 
a potential audition.

“There’s no point to look 
or worry about what’s going to 
happen in the future because if 
you do that, you miss what’s 
happening now,” Hundley said.

“For me, I’m just trying to 
make the most of this opportu-
nity, win this game and worry 
about next week after this.”

He’s looking to build on 
a promising three previous 
starts, a span in which he’s had 
a quarterback rating of 102.9 
with six touchdowns and one 
interception.

He helped lead the Packers 
to back-to-back overtime wins 
over Tampa Bay and Cleveland, 
before getting a chance to watch 
Rodgers again from the sideline 
last week at Carolina.

“The ideal way to learn is to 
play. So I’m hoping he builds 
off a lot of the good things 
he established the last couple 
games,” McCarthy said.

Rodgers is essentially 
reduced to being an unoffi cial 
assistant coach. The two-time 
NFL MVP has been helpful in 
meetings. He has shown some 
emotion in the past on the side-
line, especially in the waning 
minutes of the overtime win 
over the Browns.

The mood is in contrast to 
the quiet in the locker room 
earlier in the week. Players are 
typically chatty on the Monday 
after a win, and a little more 
subdued after a loss.

Back to the backup: QB Hundley 
gets another shot for Packers 

Dallas Cowboys running back Alfred Morris (46) is tackled 
by New York Giants linebacker Kelvin Sheppard (47) and strong 
safety Landon Collins (21) during the second half of an NFL foot-
ball game, Sunday, Dec. 10, 2017, in East Rutherford, N.J. 

 (AP Photo/Bill Kostroun)
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COSTA MESA, Calif. (AP) — Once the path 
was clear, it lit up like a runway on a dark night. 
If the Los Angeles Chargers won their fi nal three 
games, they would advance to the postseason.

Then last week they stumbled against the 
Kansas City Chiefs, taking a 13-10 lead in the 
third quarter before turning over the ball on three 
consecutive possessions and losing, 30-13.

Now a road to the playoffs remains, but it’s 
jagged and uncertain, requiring help from other 
teams.

The Chargers (7-7) play the Jets (5-9) on 
Sunday and then fi nish the regular season at 
home against the Oakland Raiders.

“All I know is, we aren’t out of it yet,” said 
cornerback Casey Hayward.

The Chargers are one of six teams with a 
chance at the two wild-card spots in the AFC. 
Though they could still win the AFC West if 
the Chiefs lose their last two and the Chargers 
win out, their more likely scenario is a wild-card 
berth.

Even that requires help, and a Chargers team 
not having a letdown after losing control of 
playoff hopes.

“We’ve talked about it,” said Chargers coach 
Anthony Lynn. “I like these guys to know exactly 
what we’re playing for.

“But we understand all those playoff scenarios 
don’t mean anything if we don’t take care of our 
business on Sunday.”

The Chargers could win their fi nal two games 
and still not make the playoffs, so nothing is cer-
tain. Scenarios remain abundant and fairly com-
plicated, but Los Angeles is attempting to focus 
on the one thing it can control: winning.

“That’s the one that’s in all of them,” said 
Chargers quarterback Philip Rivers. “I think the 
path there, while all of them include us winning, 
is not that crazy. There’s been crazier paths to 
get in.

“If you get distracted by all of that and don’t 
take care of your business, and then all the things 
happen that you needed to happen, then you’re 
even sicker.”

The Chargers can take some solace from 
knowing they were in a similar position in 2013. 
They had the same 7-7 record and needed some 
help while winning their fi nal two games.

Both happened and the Chargers ended up 
winning their fi rst-round playoff game.

“A couple of us who were here said it kind 
of feels like that again,” Rivers said. “Obviously 
we had a hiccup on Saturday, but we were at this 
point playing pretty good in ‘13 and were able 
to fi nd a way to get in. It feels kind of like that.”

The Chargers have already shown an ability 
to bounce back this season. They started the year 
0-4, then won seven of their next nine to cata-
pult back into the playoff picture, however hazy 
it remains.

Now they hope to utilize that proven ability to 
bounce back, particularly coming off their big-
gest loss of the season.

“I really felt like our demeanor and the guys’ 
spirits were pretty good on Monday,” Rivers 
said. “That was a tough one to swallow for all of 
us. I felt like, shoot, you still have life. We bat-
tled back from 0-4. We’re sitting here now with a 
chance to fi nd a way to get to nine wins and with 
a lot of ways to get in.

“That in itself should give you a lot to be fi red 
up about. I would expect to see a team that has 
that look of a team ready to bounce back.”

Despite last week’s loss to the Chiefs, offen-
sive coordinator Ken Whisenhunt said the team’s 
focus is clear.

“You have to control what you can control,” 
he said. “The big thing is, we’ve got a chance. So 
you’re saying, ‘We’ve got a chance? I’m good 
with that.’ “

FILE - In this Sunday, Nov. 19, 2017, fi le photo, Buff alo Bills quarterback Tyrod Taylor runs 
against the Los Angeles Chargers during the second half of an NFL football game in Carson, Calif. 
Th e Bills and Chiefs have been riding a similar rollercoaster this season. Th ey both started hot 
behind great play at quarterback, and they both have stumbled as their QB play has suff ered. Th row 
in similar injuries and you get two teams trying to right their season when they meet Sunday at 
Arrowhead Stadium. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)

Path remains for Chargers 
to make playoffs 



LAS VEGAS (AP) — Mis-
sissippi State pushed aside 
overmatched host UNLV.

Teaira McCowan had 31 
points and 15 rebounds and No. 
5 Mississippi State routed host 
UNLV 103-63 on Wednesday 
in the on the fi rst day of the 
Duel in the Desert.

McCown shot 60 percent 
from the fl oor and made all 
seven of her free throws. Vic-
toria Vivians added 22 points 
and six rebounds for Mississippi 
State (12-0), and Roshunda 
Johnson scored 12 points.

“In the fi rst half I started off 
a little uneasy, I couldn’t adjust 
myself to getting triple-teamed 
because I’m normally double-
teamed, so that extra person 
kind of threw me off when I 
couldn’t fi nd out where it was 
coming from,” said McCown, 
who scored 18 points in the 
second half. “Once halftime 
came and I got my breath, and 
relaxed and everything just 
started coming and my team-
mates started fi nding me and I 
started making buckets.”

The Bulldogs — who took 
advantage of UNLV’s 28 turn-
overs, getting 34 points off the 
Lady Rebels’ miscues — led 
by as many as 43, early in the 
fourth quarter, when coach Vic 
Schaefer had a lineup on the 
fl oor that averaged a collective 
3.9 points per game.

“I think our press wears on 
you, and I think it wears people 
down a little bit,” Schaefer said. 
“We gave up some easy stuff in 
it, but I think in the big scheme 
of things it just wears people 
down.”

Brooke Johnson led UNLV 
(5-5) with 21 points, Paris 
Strawther added 12, and Katie 
Powell had 11.

After falling behind by three 
early in the fi rst quarter, the 
Bulldogs used a 15-0 run — 
eight from Vivians — to take 
control.

The Lady Rebels went on a 
four-minute scoring drought, 
and score just two points over 
the fi nal 5:27 seconds of the 
fi rst quarter, a layup by Johnson 
with 1:26 left in the period.

Mississippi State built its 
lead to 20 points on the strength 
of a scorching start from long-
range, hitting 8 of 11 from 
beyond the 3-point line in the 
fi rst quarter alone.

Mississippi State extended 
its lead to 27 by the end of 
the half, taking advantage of 
UNLV’s costly mistakes. The 
Lady Rebels committed 16 
turnovers, while the Bulldogs 
scored 25 points off turnovers 
in the fi rst half.

Vivians, listed as a 6-foot-1 
guard, victimized the Lady 
Rebels wherever she shot the 
ball, hitting 7 of 11 from the 
fl oor, including 3 of 6 from 
3-point range, for 17 fi rst-half 
points.“I thought they had two 
WNBA No. 1 picks on their 
team, I thought both those girls 
could’ve been No. 1 picks,” 
UNLV coach Kathy Olivier 
said, about McCowan and 
Vivians. “We turned the ball 
over too much. We had to put 
together so much effort on the 
offensive and defensive end, 
I thought that was a challenge 
for our team. But I thought they 
handled themselves well. That’s 
without one of our top players. 
They were just too good.”

The Lady Rebels were 
without starting point guard 
Nikki Wheatley, who tore the 
plantar fascia in her left foot in 
a 41-point loss at Stanford, and 
is expected to miss at least four 
weeks.

BIG PICTURE
Mississippi State: With 

two games left before SEC 
play begins, the Bulldogs are 
on target to open league play 
undefeated. Mississippi State 
picked to fi nish second behind 
No. 4 South Carolina. The top 
two teams in the SEC meet just 
once during the regular season, 
on Feb. 5, at Mississippi State.

UNLV: The Lady Rebels 
continue to struggle with their 
scoring defense, as they came 
into the game ranked 230th 
in the nation in allowing 67.9 
points per game. 

McCowan scores 31 points, No. 
5 Mississippi State routs UNLV 
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Mississippi State Teaira McCowan shoots over UNLV’s Katie Powell during the fi rst half of an 
NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017, in Las Vegas.  (AP Photo/John Locher)



TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Drew Stanton acknowledged 
he’s surprised that he’s back as 
the starting quarterback for the 
Arizona Cardinals for the next-
to-last game of the season.

Coach Bruce Arians benched 
Blaine Gabbert after fi ve starts 
and turned back to Stanton, who 
still has soreness from a knee 
injury that gave the job to Gab-
bert in the fi rst place.

Arians said he was making 
the move to give the Cardinals 
(6-8) their best shot at beating 
the New York Giants on Sunday 
in Arizona’s home fi nale.

“He’s as steady as they get,” 
Arians said after Wednesday’s 
practice with Stanton getting 
the starter’s reps. “He’s moving 
around really good now, and 
that’s that veteran presence in 
the huddle.”

Arians said Stanton’s knee 
still hurts.“It’s bad,” the coach 
said. “He’s still going to play in 
a lot of pain but his mobility’s 
back.”And Stanton said “there’s 
a little bit of an unknown there” 
with his knee situation.

“I’m going to continue to do 
everything I can to try and get 
as healthy as I can leading up 
to the game,” he said, “and feel 
good about it and get out there 
and not give it a second thought 
when I step inside those lines.”

Arians made the switch at 
quarterback after a particularly 
galling 20-15 loss last Sunday 
at Washington.He said he made 
the decision to switch quarter-
backs after reviewing the game 
tape on Monday.“I think the 
biggest thing is we’re so close 
to winning that football game,” 
Stanton said, “and (if Arizona 
won) maybe we’re not having 
this discussion at that point, but 
that’s not for me to say. I’ve 
been called upon to play this 
week so I’m going to go out 
there and do whatever I can to 
help this team win now.”

Gabbert was 2-3 as a starter 
but struggled, especially with 
the team in the red zone. Still, 
Stanton didn’t see the change 
coming.“I’ve been in this busi-
ness for a long period of time 
and I’ve been fortunate to sur-
vive for 11 years and see the 
whole picture and have tried to 
see everything from different 
angles throughout the course of 
my career,” Stanton said. “So I 
understand the reason to stick 
with Blaine.”Instead, Arians 
went back to the quarterback 
who’s been his backup for six 
seasons — one in Indianapolis 
and the last fi ve in Arizona. 
Stanton is 7-4 as a starter in his 
fi ve seasons as Carson Palmer’s 
backup, 1-1 this year.

“The competitor in me loves 
the fact that I get a chance to 
go out there and do it again,” 
Stanton said. “But at the same 
time the humanistic side of 
things is you feel bad for some-
body that you’ve been around at 
this period of time with Blaine 

and stuff. And he’s handled 
it unbelievably well, which 
is no surprise to me, as a true 
professional.”

Gabbert completed only 16 
of 41 passes for 189 yards with 
one interception and was sacked 
fi ve times in the loss to the Red-
skins as Arizona was riddled by 
injuries up front, with its sev-
enth different combination of 
offensive linemen this season.

But while the pass protection 
was sometimes shaky, the Car-
dinals ran the ball well for the 
second game in a row. Arizona 
fi nished with 141 yards rushing 
against the Redskins. Kerwynn 
Williams gained 61 yards in 17 
carries, Elijhaa Penny, 45 yards 
in 10 attempts and Gabbert, 28 
yards in six tries. Stanton, espe-
cially with a bad knee, won’t 
be nearly as much of a running 
threat as his predecessor.

Surprised Stanton 
set to take back QB 

job in Arizona 
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FILE - In this Nov. 5, 2017, fi le photo, Arizona Cardinals quarterback Drew Stanton signals at 
the line of scrimmage during the fi rst half of an NFL football game against the San Francisco 49ers 
in Santa Clara, Calif. Stanton is back at the controls of the sputtering Cardinals off ense, taking over 
for a team on the home stretch of a disappointing season.  (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File)
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RENTON, Wash. (AP) — Seahawks linebacker Bobby 
Wagner expressed regret Wednesday for taking to social media 
to vent his frustrations about comments made by teammate Earl 
Thomas after Seattle’s blowout loss to the Los Angeles Rams.

Whether all is settled between Seattle’s star linebacker and its 
standout free safety is left to interpretation.

“Do I feel like I mishandled the situation? Yeah, there was a 
better way of going about the situation. I could have (done) better. 
It’s one of those things where you live and you learn and that’s 
kind of what it is,” Wagner said. “It’s just one of those things, it 
was a frustrating game, it was a frustrating situation, the game 
didn’t go as well as we planned and emotions get high and things 
of that nature. ... I’m man enough to admit I handled the situation 
wrong.”

Wagner played in the 42-7 loss Sunday despite being limited 
by a hamstring injury that’s been bothering him for nearly two 
months. Wagner was clearly not at his normal level and Thomas 
questioned after the game whether Wagner should have been 
playing in the fi rst place.

“To be totally honest, I think the guys that played, you’ve got 
to give your hats off to (Wagner) and a couple guys that played,” 
Thomas said after the loss. “But my personal opinion, I don’t 
think they should have played. The backups would have did just 
as good.”

Wagner sent two tweets that were later deleted. In one, he told 
Thomas to keep his name out of his mouth and to “stop being 
jealous” of other people’s success.

Both Wagner and coach Pete Carroll indicated Wednesday that 
the issue was settled and had been worked out between the pair 
at the beginning of the week. But Thomas indicated there hadn’t 
been a conversation to quell any lingering problems.

“There was no conversation. It is what it is. Let’s move on. If 
that’s how you feel, that’s how you feel,” Thomas said.

Seattle has been playing short-handed on defense for most of 
the fi nal two months with Cliff Avril, Richard Sherman and Kam 
Chancellor out for the season due to injuries. Linebacker K.J. 
Wright was out due to a concussion last week and Wagner was at 
less than 100 percent.

Seahawks’ Bobby 
Wagner regrets Twitter 

reaction after loss 

Los Angeles Rams running back Todd Gurley, second from right, rushes for a touchdown as 
Seattle Seahawks’ Bobby Wagner (54) and Earl Th omas (29) look on in the fi rst half of an NFL foot-
ball game, Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017, in Seattle.  (AP Photo/Elaine Th ompson)
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PITTSBURGH (AP) — For vastly different 
reasons, two of the Steelers veteran starters were 
prevented from practicing fully or playing in 
games during December.

That changes this week — and Marcus Gilbert 
and Joe Haden couldn’t be happier.

“I’m super, super excited,” said Haden, the 
cornerback whose broken fibula last month inter-
rupted his first season with the Steelers.

“It’s great to be back here,” Gilbert said 
Wednesday after the offensive tackle’s four-
game suspension ended. “A lot of laughs, a lot 
of guys excited to have me back — and I’m just 
excited to be back my (dang) self.”

The Steelers on Sunday lost an All-Pro for the 
foreseeable future when receiver Antonio Brown 
sustained a contusion of his lower left leg. But 
they will welcome back Haden and Gilbert for 
Monday’s game at the Houston Texans.

The pair of former Florida Gators teammates 
spent most of the past month in different locales, 
with Haden in Pittsburgh rehabbing his leg 
and Gilbert in Florida training while he served 
his time for violating the NFL’s policy against 
performance-enhancers.

Gilbert called his daily regimen working with 
his personal trainer “like a 9-to-5,” doing every-
thing from weight training to running, swim-
ming, yoga and Pilates.

While he was gone, the Steelers won three of 
four, their eight-game winning streak snapped 
Sunday in a final-minute loss to New England.

“It was tough at first, knowing you have to 
sit at home and watch your boys play without 
you,” Gilbert said. “But I’m still proud of them 
and proud of the way guys like Chris Hubbard 
stepped up and has been playing tremendously in 
my spot.”

Gilbert declined to discuss what caused his 
suspension, and said he would have appealed the 
discipline if enough time remained during the 
regular season.

“I didn’t want to stretch it into the playoffs 
(so) I kind of was in a hard spot,” Gilbert said.

It especially hurt, Gilbert said, to have to sit 
out the showdown with the Patriots, a matchup of 

the AFC’s top two teams.
Haden, likewise, was disappointed he couldn’t 

play last week after returning to practice in the 
days leading up to that game.

Haden was attempting to return at the earliest 
portion of the window he was expected to miss 
after going down during the first half at India-
napolis on Nov. 12.

He’d been ubiquitous around the Steelers’ 
practice facility in the month-plus since, getting 
cleared to practice the day after his team on Dec. 
10 clinched the AFC North, a division he’d fin-
ished at the bottom of each of the prior six sea-
sons while playing for the Browns.

Haden said he did as much cardio as his 
injury allowed while he was out, but in regards to 
playing against the Patriots “just couldn’t make 
it happen.”

“When you start covering guys and have to 
make moves and adjustments that aren’t really 
under your control, that’s when I felt my knee 
wasn’t ready,” Haden said.

Three days of workouts this week, though, 
have convinced Haden he’s at “85 percent” and 
ready to go.

“I’m glad I was able to work back and get back 
for the final two games of the season, knowing 
we have the postseason,” Haden said. “I can get 
in football shape. It’s good to get back out there 
and make some plays.”

While the Steelers offense chugged along with 
Hubbard in place of Gilbert at right tackle, the 
defense missed Haden more. Coty Sensabaugh 
started the first four games before being replaced 
by rookie Cameron Sutton against New England.

Five of the six biggest opponent passing 
yards games against the Steelers this season have 
come with Haden out, as did 10 of the 14 longest 
passing plays the Steelers have allowed.

“Joe can really help us,” defensive captain 
Cameron Heyward said. “Guys have done an 
admirable job stepping in, but no one can replace 
that experience he has and the way he covers.

“Hopefully he can shake off the cobwebs and 
get back to playing good football again. We’ll 
look for him on Monday.”

FILE - In this Nov. 16, 2017, file photo, Pittsburgh Steelers cornerback Joe Haden walks with 
crutches before an NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans in Pittsburgh. Haden could be 
ready this weekend after missing more than a month with a fractured left leg. 

 (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)

Steelers veterans Haden, 
Gilbert return to full practice 

FRISCO, Texas (AP) — 
Ezekiel Elliott’s Dallas team-
mates alluded to the happy-go-
lucky locker room personality 
they missed — along with the 
football skills — during the 
star running back’s six-game 
suspension.

Elliott wasn’t interested 
in sharing that side of him-
self, or much of anything else 
in a 70-second session with 
reporters that last year’s NFL 
rushing leader abruptly ended 
because he didn’t want ques-
tions about his time away from 
the team.

“All right, I’m done,” Elliott 
said after the fifth such question 
— why he didn’t want to talk 
about what he did in Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico, where he spent 
almost all of the six-game sus-
pension over domestic violence 
allegations.

Elliott fought Commissioner 
Roger Goodell’s decision for 
two months in federal courts in 
three states. His legal team won 
injunctions and other rulings 
that kept him on the field for 
eight games before abandoning 
the case when an appeals 
court in New York denied an 
injunction.

Soon after announcing 
that he was ending the appeal, 
Elliott went to Mexico. There 
were photos of him running on a 
beach, and apparently a planned 
documentary that has yet to be 
released. Elliott didn’t want to 
talk about that either.

“Just watch it,” he said. “Tell 
me the message you get.”

Elliott’s agents said six 
weeks ago that the former Ohio 
State star would release a “per-
sonal statement” before his 
return, but it never happened.

The closest thing was his 
only answer of substance 
Wednesday, when Elliott 
responded to a question about 
what he learned by saying he 
didn’t walk to talk about the 
episode and then thanking the 
Cowboys, his family and the 
fans.

“Especially the Cowboys 
fans who stuck by me through 
this tough time and have a 
little faith in me,” Elliott said. 
“I’m not going to talk about it 
anymore. This is the last time 
you’re going to hear me speak 
about it. So please don’t even 
ask me about it.”

The Cowboys went 3-3 
without Elliott, losing the first 
three before the current three-
game winning streak that has 
kept them alive in the NFC 
wild-card race. Dallas must 
win its final two games, starting 
Sunday at home against Seattle, 
and get help from several teams.

Elliott ran with the first team 
in his first practice Wednesday, 
and a Dallas offense that sput-
tered even while winning games 
when he was gone figures to be 
more efficient with the versatile 
runner, pass-catcher and blitz 
blocker.

“It just makes our offense 
that much better, that much 
more powerful,” said quarter-
back Dak Prescott, the NFL 
Offensive Rookie of the Year 
last season with fellow first-star 
Elliott as his backfield mate.

“It’s hard to scheme and play 
us. You can load the box if you 
want, the way we’ve been going 
in the passing game, we’ll beat 
you that way. If you want to 
lighten the box up and let him 
go, we’ll do that too.”

Since he was first emerging 
as a star, Elliott’s teammates 
say they’ve fed off what they 
see as his fun-loving nature. 
He’s shown it for the cameras a 
few times as well, most notably 
when he jumped into a large 
Salvation Army red kettle after 
a touchdown on Thanksgiving 
last year.

Elliott was suspended for the 
Thanksgiving game this year.

“He helps us out a lot doing 
that, being able to come in here, 
run around with his ...,” said 
defensive end DeMarcus Law-
rence, deciding he wasn’t quite 
ready to share this particular 
Elliott anecdote.

Cowboys star Elliott mum on 
hiatus in return from suspension 

Dallas Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott (21) prac-
tices with teammates at NFL football practice in Frisco, Texas, 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017.  (Louis DeLuca/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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LONDON (AP) — Even Jose Mourinho 
couldn’t help savoring the scale of Bristol City’s 
achievement, however painful it was seeing 
Manchester United’s League Cup defense ended 
by a second-tier club.

“I think a beautiful day for football,” Mourinho 
said after the 2-1 loss on Wednesday, “because a 
team from a lower division won and got into the 
semifinal. A big day for them and a big day for 
their supporters, so I congratulate them.”

The United manager isn’t usually so mag-
nanimous, but then there is much to admire about 
Bristol City this season.

Eliminating the holders, through a goal in the 
third minute of stoppage time, was no fluke for 
the 123-year-old team without a major trophy to 
its name. United is the southwest England team’s 
fourth Premier League scalp after knocking out 
Watford, Stoke and Crystal Palace. City is also 
pushing to gain promotion to the Premier League 
for the first time.

But the reward for eliminating United is an 
even tougher semifinal over two legs — against 
runaway Premier League leader Manchester City 
in January for a place in the final against Chelsea 
or Arsenal.

“These players now will have a bond forever,” 
City manager Lee Johnson said. “A night like 
tonight will just cement that bond.”

The quarterfinal was heading to extra time until 
a goal Johnson expects to “live in the memory 
for many generations” at the club. Korey Smith 
brought down Matty Taylor’s chipped pass on 
his chest and unleashed the ball on the turn under 
United goalkeeper Sergio Romero.

“A few times I’d made runs in behind and 
I wasn’t being tracked,” Smith said. “So I said 
at halftime to the boys, ‘If I make that run look 
for me and I’ll try and get that shot off.’ Luckily 
Tayls (Taylor) made a great ball and it’s gone in.

City, which is renowned for elaborate pre-
recorded goal celebration GIFs, quickly tweeted 

out a clip of Smith wearing a Santa hat setting 
off a streamer that garnered more than 70,000 
retweets or likes within two hours.

Celebrations in the stadium were more spon-
taneous, with thousands of fans flooding onto 
the field after a game that had seen Joe Bryan’s 
opener for City canceled out by Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic on the striker’s first start of the season.

“In the first half, we lacked intensity that they 
had, and when I say intensity I say not just phys-
ical, I say also mentally,” Mourinho said after 
surrendering the first piece of last season’s treble. 
“For them, it is a big night, and in this club we 
know how to win and how to lose.”

Revenge was 108 years in the making for 
Bristol City, which lost to United in its only 
major final in the 1909 FA Cup. By next season, 
they could be in the same division. City is sitting 
third in the League Championship as it tries to 
end a 38-year exile from the top-flight.

“I joined the club when we were in League 
One (in 2014),” Smith said. “We had three stands 
and obviously we had a great season. And the 
next year we were in and around the bottom of 
the (Championship) table.

“This year we’ve been absolutely brilliant. 
The younger players are developing and people 
are coming into their prime. The stadium now is 
absolutely amazing. It’s nice to give the fans a 
season they’re enjoying so far.”

The other two-legged semifinal in January is 
a London derby between Arsenal and Chelsea, 
which beat Bournemouth 2-1 in Wednesday’s 
other quarterfinal.

Willian tapped in Chelsea’s opener in the 13th 
minute, and extra time was looming after Dan 
Gosling curled in a 90th-minute leveler.

But Eden Hazard’s back-heel pass set up 
Alvaro Morata for the winner at Stamford 
Bridge. The striker was booked for excessively 
celebrating and will be suspended for Saturday’s 
game against Everton due to an accumulation of 

Bristol City’s Josh Brownhill celebrates their victory as he is lifted up by fans after the final whistle 
in the English League Cup Quarter Final soccer match between Bristol City and Manchester United 
at Ashton Gate, Bristol, England, Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017. Bristol City defeated Manchester 
United 2-1.  (Nick Potts/PA via AP)

Man United League Cup defense 
ended by 2nd-tier Bristol City 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) 
— Chris Chiozza scored 19 
points, KeVaughn Allen added 
17 and Florida ended a two-
game, home-losing streak with 
a 72-63 victory against James 
Madison on Wednesday.

Playing their first game this 
season as an unranked team, the 
Gators pulled away down the 
stretch to win for just the second 
time in nearly a month. Florida 
has lost four of its previous five.

Chiozza and Allen carried 
the team in this one.

Chiozza made 6 of 14 shots, 
including two 3-pointers, and 
added seven assists and six 
rebounds. He made all five free 
throws and had no turnovers. 
Allen was 5-of-10 shooting, 
including 3 of 7 from behind 
the arc.

Jalen Hudson chipped in 10 
points for Florida (7-4), which 
made 10 treys.

The Dukes (4-9) led early 
and were in the game most of 
the night, but never looked like 
they would pull off an upset. 
Florida had more size, speed 
and depth — and it showed.

Ramone Snowden led 
JMU with 18 points and eight 
rebounds. Matt Lewis added 14 
points off the bench.

BIG PICTURE
James Madison: The Dukes 

are one of the nation’s youngest 
teams, having returned just two 
players from last season, and 
continue to keep games close. 
They lost their previous four by 

a combined 10 points.
Florida: The Gators have one 

game remaining before begin-
ning Southeastern Conference 
play and look far from ready, 
especially on the defensive end. 
They struggled to put away 
James Madison, which had lost 
eight of its 11 games and ranked 
No. 338 (out of 351) in RPI, and 
have to find ways to improve 
their transition defense.

UNIQUE CONNECTION
James Madison coach Louis 

Rowe appears to be only person 
to play basketball for both 
schools. Rowe started his career 
at Florida in 1990 and scored 
11 points in a victory against 
James Madison that year. After 
two years in Gainesville, Rowe 
transferred to James Madison 
and ended his career by losing 
to the Gators in the first round of 
the 1994 NCAA Tournament.

MULLEN SHOWS
New Florida football coach 

Dan Mullen got a warm recep-
tion when introduced midway 
through the second half. Mullen 
signed a recruiting class that 
ranked in the top 20 nationally 
earlier in the day. The group 
included dual-threat quarter-
back Emory Jones of Franklin, 
Georgia.

UP NEXT
James Madison: Takes 

a week off before hosting 
West Virginia Wesleyan next 
Wednesday.

Florida: Returns to the court 
Friday, hosting Incarnate Word.

Unranked Florida 
bounces back, beats 

James Madison 72-63 

Florida guard KeVaughn Allen, left, guard Egor Koulechov, 
center, and guard Chris Chiozza smile after Allen scored and was 
fouled against Gonzaga during the second half of an NCAA col-
lege basketball game in the Phil Knight Invitational tournament 
in Portland, Ore., Friday, Nov. 24, 2017. Florida won 111-105. 

 (AP Photo/Craig Mitchelldyer)
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FAMILY SPLIT BY REPERCUSSIONS OF A LONG-REPRESSED ASSAULT

DEAR ABBY: I am estranged from my sister, whom I love dearly. The reason goes back many 
years. When I was 13, her husband got me drunk and molested me. While I never forgot, I did repress 
it -- possibly due to my age. 

Time went on, I thought I had moved on and life would continue as usual. Well, fi ve years ago 
the trauma erupted inside of me. My therapist thinks that possibly what triggered it was becoming a 
grandmother. I cannot talk to my sister’s husband, let alone look at him. The sight of him makes me 
physically ill, which is obvious to everyone. Exposing him would devastate my sister, her family and 
our extended family. 

I am praying for guidance and the strength to forgive him, but it’s not working, and neither is 
therapy. I am now regarded as the “bad guy” and left isolated with no one except my amazing hus-
band. My own kids are skeptical and think I am destroying our family. Advice, Abby? -- SO LOST IN 
THE MIDWEST

DEAR SO LOST: Because keeping quiet and talking to a therapist haven’t helped you, I will suggest 
another route for healing. Call your family together. Tell them exactly what happened when you were 
13 and that you can no longer keep quiet about it. 

At the same time, contact a rape crisis center because at 13, even if you were drunk and con-
sented to what your brother-in-law did, you were underage and a victim of statutory rape. If your 
family accuses you of making this up, invite them to some of your counseling sessions with the rape 
counselor. With the help of that person, you may be able to help them see the light. 

DEAR ABBY: I was a professional musician most of my life and loved every second of it. While 
I still do production work and an occasional performance, I no longer tour or need the money from 
the shows. I own several instruments that are my most prized possessions, and have many precious 
memories associated with them. They are worth several thousand dollars. I cannot think of anyone to 
leave them to who might appreciate them. 

None of my heirs are musical, and I’m estranged from my only child, a son in his early 40s. If he 
inherited them, he’d sell them and squander the money before the last chorus. The same is true of my 
only grandchild. I’m in my early 60s, healthy, active and don’t plan on going anywhere anytime soon. 
But eventually -- when I do -- I want these most important items to go where they will be played well 
and appreciated. -- QUARTER NOTE QUANDARY IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR Q.N.Q.: How about donating your instruments to a program that keeps music alive in schools 
with underfunded music programs nationwide? An organization to consider is the Mr. Holland’s Opus 
Foundation. It gives economically disadvantaged youth access to the benefi ts of music education, 
and helps them to be better students and express their emotions and creativity through playing music. 
The foundation also has a fund called Music Rising that helps school music programs after natural 
disasters. The website is mhopus.org. If you check it out, I’m sure you will fi nd it interesting. 

Happy Birthday: Channel your emotions carefully. Don’t let disappointment and anger take over. 
Slow down, consider your options and make strategic plans that include steps leading you to greater 
success and happiness. Distance yourself from what you don’t like and you will fi nd greater freedom 
to do your own thing. Your numbers are 4, 10, 13, 25, 31, 38, 46.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You can gain ground if you discuss your intentions, feelings and plans 
for the future. A reunion or getting back to basics will help you head into the next year with greater 
foresight and discipline. Don’t get angry, get moving. ✸✸✸✸

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Keep business and pleasure separate. Sharing your personal life with 
your colleagues or peers will give them access to your vulnerabilities. Listen and gather information 
instead of offering it. Do what you can now to avoid having regrets later. ✸✸

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t get angry when you should get moving. Take control and do 
whatever it takes to redirect attention in order to avoid a bad situation. Protect your passwords and 
other important personal information. ✸✸✸✸✸

CANCER (June 21-July 22): When it comes to money, personal matters and contractual dealings, 
it is best to remain quiet and be willing to listen. Gather the information you require to make a good 
decision and negotiate on your own behalf. Tidy up loose ends quickly. ✸✸✸

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Fess up to anything that you may regret. Honesty will keep you from 
making matters a whole lot worse. A heartfelt talk with someone you love will clear the air, allowing 
you to make amends and enjoy the festive season. ✸✸✸

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take care of unfi nished business. Living up to your promises and 
taking care of your responsibilities will lift a lot of pressure off your shoulders, allowing you to enjoy 
the festivities going on around you. A personal change will do you good. ✸✸✸

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You can make a decision regarding your future prospects. Knowing 
what you want and then taking direct action will help you bring this year to a close with an open mind 
and a sense of relief. ✸✸✸✸✸

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Emotional disagreements will surface if you or someone close to you 
has been too indulgent. A little discipline or a heartfelt discussion will help you come up with options 
that can help you avoid future travails. ✸✸

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Take a closer look at what you have done for others and what 
you have received in return. Reevaluate your current position and consider how you can go about 
reaching your goals. Make positive choices and changes. ✸✸✸✸

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Work alone. Completing what needs to be done before the year 
comes to a close will ease your mind. Don’t trust someone else to take care of anything that’s impor-
tant to you. An assumption made by an old friend could cause damage. ✸✸✸ 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Emotions will be diffi cult to contain. Situations will escalate and 
tempers will mount. Take a moment to calm down and remember what’s really important. Offer peace, 
love and understanding and you’ll avoid a feud.✸✸✸

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Be honest about the way you feel. If you try to dodge someone who 
needs to talk to you, you’ll raise suspicion. Don’t make assumptions, just listen to what’s being said 
and go to the source for verifi cation. ✸✸✸

ACROSS
  1 Bide one’s 

time
  6 Outper-

forms
 11 Rum ___ 

Tugger
 14 Compact 

and tight 
together

 15 Proportion
 16 Literary 

collection
 17 IPO’s 

debut No. 2
 20 Nose-

pleasing 
neckwear

 21 Most 
creepy 

22 Car buyer’s 
task

 26 Paprika 
or cumin

 27 River in 
“house-
boy”?

 28 Space 
creatures

 31 Baseball’s 
Slaughter

 32 Calendar’s 
10, briefly

 33 Cliques
 37 Like grand-

children
 42 Best for 

sledding
 43 Oil can 

letters
 44 Old 

Venetian 
leader

 47 Shoe width
 48 Buglers in 

the forest
 49 Too fed up?

 51 Trait of a 
daredevil

 55 Walk em-
phatically

 58 Close 
tightly

 59 Like leaders 
of industry

 64 Cadbury 
treat

 65 Provide, 
as with  
a quality

 66 Medium-
sized 
chicken

 67 Ruby of 
films

 68 Takes 
a break

 69 Unseemly
DOWN
  1 Paid spots
  2 Minuscule
  3 Mandela’s 

party (Abbr.)
  4 Princess in 

a Wagner 
opera

  5 Core belief
  6 Horn 

material
  7 Spock 

feature
  8 Eyelid 

irritation
  9 It marches 

on
 10 Heads 

skyward
 11 Compre-

hend
 12 World 

Heritage 
Site org.

 13 Dull photo 
finishes

 18 Casino cube
 19 Most ready 

to be picked
 22 Radish part
 23 Cry of pain
 24 Italian wine 

region
 25 Smaller 
29 Golfer’s 

obstacle
 30 Dubbed 

ones
 33 Old Rome’s 

401
 34 Take a 

good look
 35 Prefix with 

“marketing”
 36 All-you-

can-___
 38 Monkey 

variety
 39 Manhattan, 

for one
 40 Some 

hardwoods
 41 Eliot of 

the FBI

 44 Tipped 
one’s  
topper

 45 Do as 
requested

 46 First name 
on a  
one-spot

 48 Complete
 50 Welcoming 

word
 52 Fire residue
 53 Feminine 

pronoun
 54 Angry fits
 56 Cannes film
 57 Winds up
 60 Famous 

boy king
 61 Type of 

socket
 62 Was in 

front
 63 Like some 

wines
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and go to the source for verifi cation. 
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RIVERSIDE, Calif. (AP) 
— The ex-wife of former NBA 
player Lorenzen Wright is 
fi ghting authorities’ attempt to 
extradite her from California to 
Tennessee, where she is charged 
with killing him in 2010.

Sherra Wright made a very 
brief appearance Wednesday 
in Riverside County Superior 
Court. A judge explained that 
the only issue in her extradi-
tion is whether or not she is the 
person named in the arrest war-
rant out of Memphis. Wright 
said she understood and was 
told to return for a hearing Jan. 
8.

“She’s exercising her right 
to go through the process,” her 
attorney Eric Keen said told the 
Desert Sun newspaper in Palm 
Springs after the hearing. “From 
my point of view, it’s normal.”

Assistant District Attorney 
Paul Hagerman, who is pros-
ecuting Wright in Shelby 
County, Tennessee, said, “We 
will pursue getting her back 
here to face these charges.”

Wright, 46, was arrested last 
week and charged with fi rst-
degree murder in the death of 

Lorenzen Wright.
He played for 13 seasons 

as a forward and center in the 
NBA, including several for the 
Grizzlies in Memphis, where he 
was born and raised.

His decomposing body was 
found in suburban Memphis 
10 days after he was reported 
missing. He had been shot mul-
tiple times.

A statement from the Shelby 
County district attorney’s offi ce 
said Sherra Wright and a land-
scaper named Billy R. Turner 
conspired to kill Lorenzen 
Wright.

Turner was arrested earlier 
this month after a gun used in 
the killing was discovered in a 
lake in Mississippi. He also has 
been charged with fi rst-degree 
murder. He has pleaded not 
guilty.

Sherra Wright received $1 
million from her ex-husband’s 
life insurance policy. She 
agreed to a settlement in 2014 
in a court dispute over how she 
spent the money meant to ben-
efi t their six children, The Com-
mercial Appeal newspaper in 
Memphis has reported.

Ex-wife of slain NBA 
player Wright is 

fi ghting extradition 


