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Mariah Limala’u Rae Naea 
is a Samoan girl who will be  
representing the US in the 
Miss Teen Continents 2018 
pageant next year. She is the 
daughter of Dorothy Meaole, 
and granddaughter of Kete-
semane Meaole and the late 
Afano Limala’u Lemuga 
Meaole of Auto. See story for 
full details.
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Proposed Senate bills 
address campaign 
activities
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Cowboys still exploring 
latest Ezekiel Elliott 
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B1

B11

2

The Petesa CCCAS Youth Choir on stage singing the US and 
American Samoa national anthems during yesterday’s official 
opening of the 104th Annual Conference for the Association of 
Pacific Ports (APP) at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium. Also pic-
tured is the JROTC color guard from Faga’itua High School.
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The Department of Port Administration is 
looking to host a public hearing to be held early 
next month, seeking public input on the “test 
rates” for Manu’a cargo, as  lawmakers from the 
island group - as well as residents - have com-
plained about the rates, saying they are too high. 

“The rates put in place since last month, were 
to test as to the actual cost to operate each sail to 
Manu’a and how much is needed to cover expen-
ditures - such as fuel, vessel and preparations for 
each sail,” Port Administration director Taimale-
lagi Dr. Claire Poumele said during a Samoa 
News interview yesterday. 

She said Port Administration is looking to 
hold a public hearing in two weeks time - with 
the exact date and location to be announced soon 
- to get input on cargo rates for Manu’a sails. 

Prior to implementing the test rates last month 
on June 7th, Port Administration made an offi-
cial announcement on KVZK-TV, and published 
a notice in the Samoa News. When the Lolo 
Administration took office in 2013, cargo rates 
for Manu’a were suspended while passenger 
fares were still in place. 

The cargo rates have resulted in Manu’a resi-
dents voicing complaints to their lawmakers, 
which prompted separate hearings held late last 
week in both the Senate and House. 

Taimalelagi and Attorney General Talauega 
Eleasalo Ale were witnesses during the Senate 
Port Administration/Airport Committee hearing.

Manu’a Sen. Nuanuaolefeagaiga Saoluaga 
said that while he is not against cargo rates, the 
complaints he has been getting is that there are 
no set fees for shipments - coolers, boxes, and 
pallets - and the rates seems unfair. 

For example, he said a cooler is around $3 and 
a pallet is a little higher; and Port has imposed an 
$8 surcharge for each shipment.

With the rates in place, Nuanuaolefeagaiga 
claims it appears that Port Administration is 
doing whatever it wants when it comes to serving 
the Manu’a islands, when the government is 
to provide equal service to all residents of the 
territory. 

He contends that there is no law that gives Port 
Administration the authority to set cargo rates the 
way it’s been done. He sought Talauega’s opinion 
on Port imposing the cargo rates, to which the 
Attorney General said that he has not had a 
chance to discuss the issue with Taimalelagi. 

Nuanuaolefeagaiga, at least four times, rec-
ommended halting the cargo rates until a public 
hearing is held, to get public feedback from 

his constituents. However, he quickly added 
that Manu’a ocean transportation should still 
continue. 

In response, Taimalelagi first addressed 
Nuanuaolefeagaiga’s statement that Port Admin-
istration is doing whatever it wants on how the 
rates are set without getting any public input. She 
said it appears from such statements that Port had 
not taken into consideration anybody’s view and 
input from Manu’a. 

Taimalelagi said Nuanuaolefeagaiga was the 
only senator who was presented the original rate 
proposal, for his input, and Port also sought input 
from Manu’a lawmakers in the House. She added 
that their input resulted in the rates being changed 
from the original proposal. 

She reminded Nuanuaolefeagaiga that cargo 
rates for Manu’a sails were suspended in 2013 
and before the new “test rates” were imple-
mented, Port had reviewed three different rate 
proposals. She said that these are “test rates” 
which would help determine the actual cost of 
operating each sail - for example: cost of fuel, 
crew, and their food. 

Regarding the $8 surcharge, Taimalelagi 
explained that this is considered a “facility fee” 
and it is collected and set-aside to fund prepara-
tions for each sail - covering expenditures such as 
fuel, forklift service, and Port personnel. 

According to the director,  Port wanted to 
make sure that there is a specific account for the 
vessel’s fuel so they have prior knowledge of 
funds available before planing a sail to Manu’a. 

For example, there was no money to cover 
fuel for the MV Sili sail early last week and fuel 
was pumped from the ASG tugboat - the Tatoso 
- to fuel the MV Sili. 

Taimalelagi informed senators that there 
have been three sails to Manu’a since the current 
rates were implemented. The first trip collected 
$4,600; the second sail brought in $4,800 and the 
third sail netted $5,200. 

She explained that the  total cost of operating 
the vessel for each sail to Manu’a - including 
costs for fuel, crew and their food, forklift and 
other expenditures - is about $7,800 

She emphasized that the current charges for 
cargo are only “test rates” to find out the actual 
amount of money that would be collected in 
cargo rates for each sail, and also how much it 
would cost to operate each sail. 

Responding to Nuanuaolefeagaiga’s statement 
that ASG’s level of service to Tutuila should be 
the same for Manu’a residents, Taimalelagi said 
the important question is where the money going 

‘Test Rates’ for Manu’a cargo 
do not cover cost of operation
SEN. NUANUAOLEFEAGAIGA SAYS PORT HAS NO AUTHORITY TO SET CARGO RATES

(Continued on page 5)

by Blue Chen-Fruean
Samoa News Correspondent

Mariah Limala’u Rae Naea’s 
story is inspiring and definitely 
worthy of being shared.

The reigning Miss Teen U.S. 
Continents is the daughter of 
Dorothy Meaole, and grand-
daughter of Ketesemane Meaole 
and Afano Limala’u Lemauga 
Meaole who sadly passed away 
at age 45 in 1994 due to colon 
cancer.

Mariah is an only child and 
was raised in a single parent 
household but she is proof that 
perseverance pays off, and any-
thing and everything is possible.

Her current title isn’t the 
only one she’s held. As a 
matter of fact, Mariah’s pageant 
journey, according to her mom 
Dorothy, began two years ago 

in 2015 and since then, she has 
been crowned Miss Teen Cul-
ture International Las Vegas, 
Miss Teen American Samoa 
United States 2016-2017, Miss 
Teen California U.S. Conti-
nents 2017, and most recently, 
Miss Teen U.S. Continents 
2017- 2018.

Mariah captured the Miss 
Teen American Samoa United 
States title during the United 
States National Pageant held in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 

But what was supposed to be 
a joyous occasion for the young 
beauty was marred by criticism 
from people who issued threats 
directed at her and her mother 
via phone calls and emails.

According to Dorothy, the 
Miss Teen American Samoa 
United States is different from 

Despite criticisms, spot-
light continues to shine 

on Samoan beauty queen 

(Continued on page 7)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Campaign activities will 
be prohibited from being con-
ducted at least 600 feet from a 
polling station on election day, 
under a Senate bill introduced 
yesterday and sponsored by 
Sens. Magalei Logovi’i, Nuan-
uaolefeagaiga Saoluaga, and 
Paepae I. Faiai. The same three 
senators are sponsoring another 
bill, also introduced yesterday, 
that empowers the government 
to charge those who trespass 
on public and private school 
grounds after hours. 

ELECTION BILL
“In an effort to protect the 

territory’s compelling interest 
in ensuring fair elections, it is 
necessary to amend the election 
law to clarify the specific area 
in which campaigning activi-
ties are prohibited on Election 
Day,” says the bill’s sponsors. 

The bill provides notice to 
the public of activities that are 
prohibited within a certain area 
of the polling stations. Provi-
sions of current election law 
states that: no person - other 
than the district officials, can-
didates or one representative 
appointed by each candidate, 
and the qualified elector going 
to and from the polling station 
to cast a vote - may be per-
mitted within the poling place 
and “that area” surrounding the 
polling place, reasonably cal-
culated to preserve a neutral, 
peaceful and quiet atmosphere 
for the balloting process. 

The Senate bill seeks to 

clarify “that area” as “200 yards 
or 600 feet”. Due to the urgency 
and need to provide for the 
upcoming 2018 general elec-
tion, the bill shall become effec-
tive upon passage by the Fono 
and approval of the governor, 
according to the language of the 
measure. 

The Senate bill comes fol-
lowing the 2016 election when 
there were public complaints 
of alleged campaign activities 
that were close to the polling 
stations. Several complaints 
claimed that in some villages, 
there were tents belonging to 
candidates located less than 100 
yards from the polling stations. 
SCHOOL TRESPASSING 

This proposed measure gives 
the government the authority to 
charge a person who is present, 
without prior permission, on 
private or public school grounds 
from 10p.m. to 5a.m. 

For being on school grounds 
during these hours, without 
permission, the person com-
mits the crime of trespassing, 
and is charged with a class A 
misdemeanor, according to the 
language of the bill. Earlier this 
year, there were public con-
cerns raised about the issue, 
including some from lawmakers 
regarding people being seen 
on school grounds after hours. 
Education Department officials 
have called on village leaders 
and matai to help in keeping an 
eye on public school grounds, 
since the schools are located in 
villages. 

Proposed Senate bills 
address campaign activi-

ties and trespassing 

US Coast Coast Lt. Tanner Stiehl (left) receiving yesterday a Samoan gift from Port Administra-
tion director Taimalelagi Dr. Claire Poumele, who is also the president of the Association of Pacific 
Ports, which is holding its 104th Annual Conference this week at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium. 
Stiehl is the supervisor of the USCG Marine Safety Detachment unit in Pago Pago. 
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Matson Navigation Company’s South Pacific general manager 
Greg Chu with his Samoan gift and certificate of appreciation at 
yesterday’s opening of the 104th Annual Conference for the Asso-
ciation of Pacific Ports held at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium. 
Chu delivered brief remarks during the opening and provided 
an overview of Matson’s operations.  Based in Auckland, New 
Zealand, Chu is responsible for Matson’s business interest in the 
South Pacific which includes ocean shipping services, and sales 
and delivery of bulk fuel/gas.      [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]
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NAPA SAMOA 
699-NAPA/6272

NEED a 
WINDSHIELD?

NAPA has a wide variety of  
windshields available in store.  

High quality affordable windshields 
for any make, brand and model.

Stop by today and check out  
our new arrivals in store.

Go to NAPA!

Tattoo artist Bong Padilla working on a human canvas earlier this month during the Northwest 
Tatau Festival held at the Greater Tacoma Convention Center in Washington. The event was the first 
of many festivities, held during the annual Samoan Flag Day celebrations in the Evergreen state.
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

US based American Tunaboat Association 
(ATA) has argued that the 2014 expansion of the 
Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monu-
ment  (PRIMNM) by President Obama “had a 
particularly detrimental impact on the U.S. fish-
ermen...and on the economy and prosperity of 
the American Samoa”, whose economy is 80% 
dependent on the canneries. 

“ATA strongly supports removing all fishing 
restrictions in all Marine National Monuments, 
thus restoring the conservation and manage-
ment processes for highly migratory fish stocks 
established by U.S. law,” wrote ATA executive 
director Brian Hallman in a letter last Friday to 
the US Interior Department which sought public 
comments on the federal agency’s review of 
marine monuments designated by previous US 
Presidents going back to 1996. 

When the PRIMNM was expanded, the ATA 
was among the first to voice its opposition, with 
Hallman telling Samoa News at the time that the 
now closed waters of the Pacific Remote Islands 
are “traditional fishing grounds” for the US fleet, 
based in American Samoa. 

In his letter, Hallman reiterated what he had 
said in the past in public forums and  interviews 
with Samoa News, that the US purse seiner fleet 
consists of 40 vessels and about half of them land 
their catch in American Samoa, where the tuna 
industry accounts for approximately 80% of the 
private sector economy, and where the tuna pro-
cessing sector is the largest private employer. 

Hallman told DOI that the purse seiner vessels 
that utilize American Samoa as a home port con-
tribute significantly to the territory’s economy 
through the purchase of fuel, oil, deck supplies/
other local supplies, maintenance/repairs, hotels, 
restaurants, staff payroll, etc. 

“We estimate that this economic contribu-
tion is between $50 million to $60 million annu-
ally, which is directly to the benefit of American 
Samoa’s economy,” he said, adding that the other 
half of the US flagged purse seine fleet transships 
to canneries around the world, including the 
United States, which is the largest canned tuna 
market in the world. 

Hallman went on to provide comments 
regarding the impact of marine monument desig-
nations under the Antiquities Act on fishing, and 
the experience of the U.S flagged purse seine tuna 
fleet regarding marine monument designations. 

He claimed that the fundamental purpose of 
marine monuments, apparently, is to preclude, or 
at least severely limit, human activity in the des-
ignated area. While this may make sense for cer-
tain activities such as drilling on the ocean floor 
or seabed mining, “limiting fishing via marine 
monuments makes no sense whatsoever,” he 
argued. 

Hallman noted that several anti-fishing groups 
have publicly stated their desire and intention to 
prohibit fishing in up to one third of the ocean, 
regardless of whether the fish stocks involved 
are already being managed and conserved, and 
regardless of the best scientific advice.

He contends that the main reason why fishing 
activities involving U.S. fishermen should never 
be included in a marine monument designation 
is that all relevant fisheries are effectively con-
served and managed by other legislative and 
legal means. 

For fisheries under U.S. jurisdiction, there is 
a Congressionally mandated process established 
by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act. For fisheries in waters 
beyond U.S. jurisdiction, there are Treaties or 
Conventions, to which the U.S. is a Contracting 
Party.

“A second and related point relative to the 
establishment of marine monuments is that the 
prohibitions on fishing found in these unilat-
eral declarations are not based on science,” he 
explained. “That is not to say that fishing area 
closures cannot be based on science.”

In fact, he continued, science-based area clo-
sures do exist and have at times proven to be 
effective fisheries management measures. How-
ever, he argued that there are established pro-
cedures for basing any such measures on mean-
ingful scientific analysis, adding that this is true 
for both fisheries in U.S. waters and for those 
involving U.S. fishermen in waters beyond U.S. 
jurisdiction. 

American Tunaboat 
Assoc. voices opposition 

to fishing restrictions
SAYS CLOSURES HAVE BEEN ESTIMATED TO COST AS 

UPWARDS OF $100 MILLION ANNUALLY

ST. CLOUD, Minn. (AP) 
— Authorities say they believe 
animal rights activists set free 
from a pelt farm in central Min-
nesota 35,000 mink incapable 
of surviving in the wild.

Someone dismantled parts 
of the exterior fence at Lang 
Farms near Eden Valley late 
Sunday or early Monday and 
released about 35,000 mink 
from their cages, according to 
the Stearns County Sheriff’s 
Office. Eden Valley is about 75 
miles (120 kilometers) north-
west of Minneapolis.

Sheriff Don Gudmundson 
said Tuesday he believes 
members of an animal rights 
group released the mink, but 
didn’t steal any of the animals, 
together worth $750,000.

“It’s pretty hard to steal 
30,000 to 40,000 mink. What 

are you going to do put them in 
a trunk? They’d chew your fin-
gers off,” Gudmundson said.

Hundreds of mink have 
already been found dead in the 
area of the farm, the sheriff said.

“If they (perpetrators) actu-
ally cared about animals they 
wouldn’t release thousands 
of mink to die out in the heat. 
We’ve already got reports of 
chickens killed. Don’t they care 
about God’s chickens? Gud-
mundson said.  The mink don’t 
know where to go because 
they’ve never been out of their 
cages, authorities said. The FBI 
is assisting in the investigation.

Gudmundson said the farm 
doesn’t have surveillance video. 
The Tri-County CrimeStop-
pers group is offering a $1,000 
reward for information leading 
to the vandals.

Sheriff blames 
animal rights 
activists for 

35,000 lost mink 



LDS NUUULI WARD II HOSTS ANNUAL SUMMER CAMP 

As part of a yearly tradition for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, the Nuuuli II 
Ward is hosting its camp to prepare for the LDS conference scheduled to be held this Sunday. 

The camp will run throughout this week at the Lions Park area across from ANZ Bank, behind 
the newly constructed community swimming pool, and it is for families who are part of the Nuuuli 
II Ward, which consists of about 30 families and an estimated 300 members total.  The camp - 
an annual event that is usually held before the conference, conveniently because kids are out on 
summer break - serves as a way for members to fellowship and prepare themselves for the confer-
ence where they’ll hear what church leaders have to say. This particular camp is merely for the 
Ward level, but similar to the island wide camp, also being held this week at the Tafuna High School 
campus for about 600 youth members between 12-17 years old. The Nuuuli II Ward camp is coor-
dinated and directed by Bishop Uiki Isaako, Toloai HoChing, and Toetu Saili.Pictured are some of 
the youngsters taking part in the ongoing camp activities.            [photo: Mike Espiritu]
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  It’s no secret that the population of foreigners - particularly Chinese, Koreans, and Filipinos - in American Samoa continues to grow.
In an effort to organize, maintain structure, and build strong connections amongst their own, members of the Filipino community have elected leaders to lead their 

members as far as living harmoniously and peacefully in American Samoa. These leaders are given the responsibility to plan and organize community events to keep the 
spirit of their country alive even in a foreign land.  The election of new Filipino community leaders and board members was conducted earlier this month. 

The new leaders, as well as those who served before them, are carrying out their duties out of the goodness of their heart and their love for their Filipino brothers and 
sisters who have come to call the territory their home. A role in this group can best be described as community service or volunteer work, as there is no monetary com-
pensation involved.      The following is a list of the new Filipino community leaders 

	 •	 President:	Rey	Sello	 •	 Vice	President:	Glicerio	Amit	 •	 Treasurer:	Nimfa	Celi	 •	 Secretary:	Basilica	Sumile
	 BOARD	MEMBERS:•	 Mike	Balbuena	•	Rhodillo	Blanco•Tirso	Imperial•	 Lito	Lacson•Nina	Fernandez•Jayspher	Japin•Mary	Jane	Doble•Liezl	Silapan
	 [photo:	courtesy]

FILIPINO COMMUNITY ELECTS NEW OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS



by Fili Sagapolutele 
Samoa News Correspondent

During separate committee 
hearings in both the Senate and 
House, Police Commissioner 
Le’i Sonny Thompson con-
firmed to lawmakers that there 
is a problem with the equipment 
used to process driver’s licenses 
and this is the reason why only 
receipts are being issued.

Early last week, some law-
makers voiced concerns over the 
issuance of receipts to people 
seeking their driver’s license, 
and they had a chance to ask 
Le’i directly when the Police 
Commissioner appeared for a 
Senate hearing last Thursday 
and a hearing in the House the 
following day. 

During the Senate committee 

hearing, Sen. Magalei Logovi’i 
pointed out that drivers are 
being issued receipts and this 
has been the case for one of his 
relatives, who is heading to the 
US next month. 

Le’i confirmed that receipts 
are being issued and used 
because there are problems with 
the camera and signature pad, 
but Public Safety is working on 
trying to fix it. 

He explained that the camera 
was fixed and was working 
properly for two weeks but the 
problem is that when it gets too 
hot, it won’t operate. 

He said that the license issu-
ance equipment, especially the 
camera, is tied to American 
Samoa being in compliance 
with stringent requirements of 

the federal Real ID Act, dealing 
with the issuance of state/terri-
tory driver’s licenses and identi-
fication cards.

Le’i told lawmakers that 
American Samoa must comply 
with the federal requirements 
by January 2018 and this means 
upgrading equipment - such as 
the camera - used to take photos 
for driver’s licenses. 

He explained that purchasing 
a new camera at this point 
would be expensive but DPS 
is working on completing the 
Real ID compliance and finding 
ways “to carry us” at this time.

In the House, Le’i gave sim-
ilar testimony, saying that DPS 
is working on securing equip-
ment, which includes a camera 
and all accessories - to ensure 

full compliance with the Real 
ID Act. 

BACKGROUND
As previously reported 

by Samoa News, it was last 
October the US Department of 
Homeland Security (USDHS) 
granted American Samoa an 
extension to fully comply with 
the Real ID Act, which has been 
federal law for several years.

The extension runs through 
the end of December this year. 

For the duration of the exten-
sion, then Police Commis-
sioner Save Liuato Tuitele was 
informed by USDHS that fed-
eral agencies may accept driv-
er’s licenses and ID cards issued 
by American Samoa for official 
purposes in accordance with the 
phased enforcement schedule 
and existing agency policies. 

Additionally, the US Trans-
portation Security Administra-

tion (TSA), a bureau of USDHS 
that deals with security checks 
at US airports, will begin Real 
ID enforcement for boarding 
commercial aircrafts on January 
2018.

During a House committee 
hearing last August, Save 
told lawmakers that the cost 
involved to be in compliance 
with the Real ID Act “is humon-
gous” for American Samoa. 

He said the original USDHS 
funding to American Samoa 
was $300,000 but between 2008 
and 2013 there were five change 
orders for the project increasing 
the total award to $1.9 million. 
Furthermore, the last payment 
from USDHS to American 
Samoa went to purchase items 
like computers and cameras for 
the system upgrade, and the full 
$1.9 million has been used. (See 
Samoa News Aug. 16 edition 
for details.)
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to come from, to operate each sail. 
Nuanuaolefeagaiga was very pleased with 

Taimalelagi’s response but fired back saying the 
Port is trying to get Manu’a residents to pay for 
operating the vessel instead of setting firm cargo 
rates, that are affordable and equal for everyone. 

He said there is funding allocated in the annual 
budget for Manu’a ocean transportation, and trips 
have ongoing since 2013 without any cargo fees 
because the government provided that service. 

He again called for the halting of current rates 
and for Taimalelagi and the Attorney General to 
discuss this matter further so that Manu’a resi-

dents are not burdened with the high freight costs. 
During a House committee hearing, Taimale-

lagi gave similar testimony, as to the estimated 
amount of money needed to operate each sail, 
and the planned public hearing.

At a cabinet meeting early last month, Gov. 
Lolo Matalasi Moliga asked Port not to charge 
too much for cargo to Manu’a. He said that he 
was given a copy of the sails for June but he has 
requested to reduce the trips from once a week, 
down to twice a month. 

According to Lolo, the cost of fuel is not 
cheap to operate the vessel to and from Manu’a.

➧ “Test rates” for Manu’a cargo…
Continued from page 1

Drivers still being issued receipts in lieu of licenses
PURCHASING A NEW CAMERA WOULD BE COSTLY, SAYS DPS COMMISH

ACCURACY
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our accuracy,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599
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the annual Ms. American Samoa 
pageant held in the territory. 
“The sad thing is, we received 
phone calls and emails threat-
ening Mariah that she couldn’t 
compete using the “American 
Samoa” name in her title,” 
Dorothy told Samoa News. 
“We even had people following 
us at events saying they were 
the advocates from American 
Samoa so my dad had to go 
to the Lieutenant Governor to 
make sure Mariah wasn’t doing 
any harm by competing in the 
national pageant representing 
American Samoa.”

Throughout her reign, 
despite what the naysayers were 
dishing out, Mariah pushed for-
ward and kept her cool. She 
volunteered at youth rallies and 
events across California “in 
hopes to promote my platform 
- encouraging others through 
self-confidence building.”

Mariah told Samoa News 
yesterday that her ultimate goal 
is “to speak to our youth about 
the importance of confidence 
and ways we can create a more 
positive society.” She con-
tinued, “Something I love about 
my platform is how it’s able to 
promote so many other organi-
zations and causes other than 
itself. Self-confidence and posi-
tivity are the foundations of so 
many different areas of success, 
which is why it’s so important. 
My passion for this has encour-
aged me to take my platform to 
a national level and continue 
with my pageant career.”Earlier 
this year, Mariah won the title 
of Miss Teen California Conti-
nents 2017 and she then com-
peted and won the national title 
of Miss Teen US Continents 
2017-2018. 

Next year, she will represent 
the United States and compete 
against other beauties from 
around the world for the Miss 
Teen Continents 2018-2019 
crown. Aside from pageantry, 
Mariah participates in many 
extracurricular activities. She 
was a competitive athlete, par-
ticipating in soccer and volley-
ball, playing both sports for 8 
years “and gaining tons of lead-
ership opportunities throughout 
my middle school and high 
school years.”

According to her mom, 
Mariah started playing soccer 
when she was 9 years old and 
eventually started Club Soccer 
(competitive play) when she 
was 12. She then started playing 
club volleyball at age 14 and 
ended up playing volleyball 
and soccer for her high school 
teams. Her accomplishments 
don’t stop there, however. She 
was also a PO3 in the NJROTC 
program but after two years 
in the program, she said she 
decided to broaden her horizon 
as far as other opportunities at 
the high school level. Mariah 
is extremely involved in the 
fashion industry as a model, 
taking part in multiple fashion 
shows and print work interna-
tionally, and she plans to con-
tinue this career path throughout 
college. 

She recently graduated from 

Patrick Henry High School 
and plans to study journalism 
in college during the fall, with 
the goal of being in front of the 
camera - not as a model - but as 
a news anchor.

“Mariah has always been the 
different kid,” Dorothy Meaole 
said of her daughter. “She 
pretty much kept to herself; but 
she was very close to her family 
and a few friends.”

Mariah attended a school for 
performing arts during elemen-
tary and middle school and even 
received a scholarship for a free 
semester when she was only 9 
years old. “She was on the honor 
roll every year of her schooling, 
except her senior year because 
of two concussions and sur-
gery,” Dorothy shared, adding 
that at the time, Mariah was out 
of school for two months and 
was practically failing.

“She fought hard to get 
better. She caught up, and fin-
ished strong,” Dorothy added.

Mariah’s love for helping 
kids with special needs shined 
through during prom.

“There were over 400 kids 
with different disabilities and 
she took a special training class 
in order to be a chaperone at the 
event,” Dorothy shared. “She 
gives back to the Oceanside 
Community often and gets 
involved in city events. She also 
models for the Heiva San Diego 
yearly event too.”

Dorothy continued, “There 
are so many things Mariah 
and I do to try to reach out to 
the youth. We try to encourage 
them that anything is possible 
and that having confidence 
within themselves plays a huge 
part in their success in life!” 

Dorothy’s work history 
includes various jobs within 
the medical field but five years 
ago, she had to start focusing on 
Mariah’s schoolwork, sports, 
and modeling career. “Little 
did I know she would add pag-
eantry to list of hobbies.”

Mariah has been modeling 
for the past 5 years and she 
works for several different 
designers. She also models on 
FOX 5 News in San Diego, CA 
during their fashion segments.

Dorothy said her father has 
been a huge part of Mariah’s 
upbringing and credits him for 
her parenting style.

She said although she is 
a single parent, her dad and 
brothers were the father figures 
in Mariah’s life.

“Mariah is truly the best 
daughter I could have ever 
hoped for,” said Dorothy. “She 
is my life, my world, my every-
thing. We are a great mommy 
and daughter duo. Not only 
is she my daughter, she’s my 
best friend.” For now, Dorothy 
said she wants any misun-
derstandings about the “Miss 
Teen American Samoa United 
States” title to be cleared up and 
she is hopeful that “the clarifi-
cation will show other Samoan 
girls that they could do it too if 
they’re interested in this kind 
of stuff. Mariah hopes to open 
doors for other Polynesian girls 
too.”

➧ Despite the criticisms…
Continued from page 1
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Trump administration 
will soon restore the ability of 
police to seize suspects’ money 
and property with federal help, 
but The Associated Press has 
learned the policy will come 
with a series of new provisions 
aimed at preventing the types 
of abuse that led the Obama 
Justice Department to severely 
curtail the practice.

At issue is asset forfei-
ture, which has been criticized 
because it allows law enforce-
ment to take possessions without 
criminal convictions or, in some 
cases, indictments. The policy 
to be rolled out Wednesday 
targets so-called adoptive for-
feiture, which lets local authori-
ties circumvent more-restrictive 
state laws to seize property 
under federal law. The proceeds 

are then shared with federal 
counterparts.

Former Attorney General 
Eric Holder significantly lim-
ited the practice in response 
to criticism that it was ripe for 
abuse, particularly with police 
seizures of small amounts of 
cash. Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions plans to ease those restric-
tions, but also impose new 
requirements on when federal 
law can be used, a senior Jus-
tice Department official briefed 
on the policy said Tuesday.

The official, who spoke to 
the AP on condition of ano-
nymity, was not authorized to 
discuss the changes before their 
unveiling.

Key changes include 
requiring more detail from 
police agencies about probable 
cause justifying a seizure before 
federal authorities get involved. 
Also, the Justice Depart-
ment will have to decide more 
quickly whether to take on local 
seizures and also let property 
owners know their rights and 
the status of their belongings 
within 45 days of the seizure, 
faster than federal law requires.

Another key change will 
make it harder for police to 
seize less than $10,000 unless 
they have a state warrant, have 
made an arrest related to the sei-
zure, have taken other contra-
band, such as drugs, along with 
the money, or the owner has 
confessed to a crime. Without 
at least one of those conditions, 
authorities will need a federal 
prosecutor’s approval to seize it 
under federal law.

Old rules set that threshold 
at $5,000, the official said. The 
old process rarely required a 
federal prosecutor’s sign-off, 
said Stefan Cassella, a former 
federal prosecutor and expert 
on asset forfeiture and money 
laundering law.

Sessions’ support for asset 
forfeiture is in keeping with 
his tough-on-crime agenda and 
aligns with his oft-stated view 
that the Justice Department’s 
top priority should be helping 
local law enforcement fight vio-
lent crime. Police departments 
use the seizures for expenses, 
and some agencies felt Holder’s 
restrictions left them without a 
critical funding source. When 
he forecast the rollback of the 
Holder provision at a confer-
ence of district attorneys, the 
announcement drew applause.

But an embrace of asset 
forfeiture follows bipartisan 
efforts to overhaul the practice, 
and as a growing number of 
states have made their own laws 
limiting its use.

Republican Rep. Darrell Issa 
of California, who sponsored 
legislation this year to tightly 
regulate asset forfeiture, told 
the AP that Sessions’ move is 
“a troubling step backward” 
that would “bring back a loop-
hole that’s become one.

Summer Special

Starting June 26  

all our locations will 

sell refill tanks for 

$22.00!

For the East Side:
•	 Tutuila	Store	in	Leloaloa
•	 Super	M	in	Pago	Pago
•	 Fagatogo	Mart	in	Fagatogo
For the West Side:
•	 Holiday	Mart	in	Nuuuli
•	 KS	Mart	in	Iliili
•	 Le	Afi	Energy	in	Iliili
•	 C&J	Mart	in	Pavaiai
•	 HQH	in	Ottoville
•	 Bell	Mart	in	Faleniu
•	 Kristopher	in	Leone
•	 Malae	Store	in	Vailoa

This	is	only	for	the	refill,	
if	you	do	not	have	a	Le	Afi	
gas	tank	you	can	swap	
your	current	tank	at	any	
of	these	following	Swap 
Stations	around	the	
island	at	these	authorized	
retailers.

Le Afi Energy “Local Energy Starts Here”

For more information,  
call 699-1790

20# LPG  
tanks are  

$22.00!

SWAP STATIONS

APNewsBreak: US 
restoring asset seizures  

with safeguards 

Introducing
the ORIGINAL Korean Saimin Bowl

SAMYANG
$7.95 
case

12x86 grams

75¢ bowl

Now available on Island at 
a store near you.
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SOUTH PASADENA, 
Calif. (AP) — A funeral was 
held Tuesday for a 5-year-old 
Southern California boy whose 
father is charged with killing 
him after a trip to Disneyland.

Dozens of police officers 
lined the steps as pallbearers 
carried the small white coffin 
of Aramazd Andressian Jr. into 
the Holy Family Roman Cath-
olic Church in the Los Angeles 
suburb.

His mother, Ana Estevez, 
wept as she carried the boy’s 
hat into church, where it was 
placed on the casket.

She read a statement praising 
her son as vibrant, sweet and 
kind.

“Your sensitive nature 
melted many hearts, your ana-
lytical and curious mind amazed 
many, your imagination took us 
both away on new adventures, 
your kindness and generosity 
was unparalleled to any child, 
and your ability to love uncon-
ditionally proved that you truly 
are God’s child,” she said.

“I can’t think of anything 
that is more tragic than an 
event like this,” South Pasa-
dena police Sgt. Matthew 
Ronnie told KABC-TV outside 
church before the service. “This 
has touched everybody in our 
police department. There’s not 
one person who’s unaffected by 
this.”

The boy’s father, Aramazd 
Andressian Sr., 35, was found 
has pleaded not guilty to 
murder. He was brought back 
to Los Angeles early this month 
from Las Vegas, where he had 
been living for more than a 
month.

Los Angeles County sher-
iff’s investigators have said 
they think the boy was killed 

early April 21 after a family 
trip to Disneyland. His body 
was found on June 30 near Lake 
Cachuma in Santa Barbara 
County

Prosecutors contend that the 
boy’s father killed him to get 
back at his estranged wife.

Andressian Sr. was found 
passed out in a South Pasadena 
park on April 22. He had taken 
prescription pills and was found 
in a car doused in gasoline in an 
apparent suicide attempt, sher-
iff’s officials said.

Andressian told authorities 
that he drove that day about 
145 miles (233 kilometers) to 
Lake Cachuma. The area was 
searched several times before 
the boy was discovered.

Authorities haven’t dis-
closed how the boy was killed 
or what evidence links the boy’s 
father to his death.

Funeral held for Cali-
fornia boy, 5, alleged 

killed by father 

Miss Teen American Samoa United States 2016-2017, Mariah Limala’u Rae Naea escorting a 
young man with special needs during prom. Mariah is a Samoan girl who will be representing the 
US in the Miss Teen Continents 2018 pageant next year. See story for full details.

 [photo: courtesy]

If you want to comment
about our fairness, call  

Samoa News at 633-5599



 Page 10  samoa news, Wednesday, July 19, 2017

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald 
Trump declared Tuesday it’s time to “let Obam-
acare fail” after the latest GOP health care plan 
crashed and burned in the Senate, a stunning 
failure for the president, Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell and a party that has vowed for years 
to abolish the law.

In a head-spinning series of developments, 
rank-and-file Republican senators turned on 
McConnell and Trump for the third time in a row, 
denying the votes to move forward with a plan 
for a straight-up repeal of “Obamacare.” This 
time, it was three GOP women — Susan Col-
lins of Maine, Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, and 
Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia — who 
delivered the death blow.

All had been shut out of McConnell’s initial 
all-male working group on health care.

McConnell, who could afford to lose only two 
votes in the narrowly divided Senate, had turned 
to the repeal-only bill after his earlier repeal-and-
replace measure was rejected on Monday. That 
had followed the failure of an earlier version of 
the bill last month.

The successive defeats made clear that despite 
seven years of promises to repeal former Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act, 
Republicans apparently cannot deliver. Nonethe-
less, McConnell insisted he would move forward 
with a vote on his measure to repeal the law, 
effective in two years, with a promise to work 
— along with Democrats — to replace it in the 
meantime.

The vote to move ahead to the bill will take 
place early next week, McConnell announced 
late Tuesday. It appears doomed to fail, but GOP 
leaders want to put lawmakers on record on the 
issue and move on.

At the White House, Trump appeared to rec-
ognize defeat, at least for the moment, while 
insisting he bore none of the blame.

“I think we’re probably in that position where 
we’ll just let Obamacare fail,” the president 
said. “We’re not going to own it. I’m not going 
to own it. I can tell you that the Republicans are 
not going to own it. We’ll let Obamacare fail and 
then the Democrats are going to come to us and 
they’re going to say, ‘How do we fix it?’”

White House press secretary Sean Spicer said 
Tuesday night that all GOP senators have been 
invited to the White House tomorrow for lunch to 
discuss the way forward on health care.

Despite the current law’s problems, most 
health care experts do not believe it is at imme-

diate risk of outright failure, and Democratic 
cooperation to adjust the law is far from assured.

Nor does it appear likely that Republicans can 
escape owning the problems with the law and the 
health care system overall, now that they control 
the House, Senate and White House, partly on the 
strength of campaigning against the law.

“They seem to have this notion that they can 
be a majority party, and have control of the White 
House, and not be responsible for bringing down 
the health care system,” said Democratic Sen. 
Dick Durbin of Illinois. “It doesn’t work that 
way.”

Asked how he would justify the GOP’s failure 
on health care to voters, McConnell responded: 
“Well, we have a new Supreme Court justice” 
— suggesting inaction on health care would be 
forgiven because of that success along with some 
regulatory roll-backs.

As the day began Tuesday, McConnell was 
hunting for votes to open debate on a revived 
version of legislation Congress sent to Obama’s 
desk in 2015 that would have repealed major por-
tions of Obamacare, with a two-year delay built 
in. He had turned to that approach after getting 
stunned Monday night by defections by Sens. 
Mike Lee of Utah and Jerry Moran of Kansas on 
a repeal-and-replace bill.

Many Republicans support the repeal-only 
approach, and they questioned how senators who 
voted for the legislation two years ago could 
oppose it now.

“We’re going to find out if there’s hypocrisy 
in the United States Senate in the next few days 
I’m afraid,” said Sen. David Perdue, R-Georgia.

But for others, the implications were too 
severe now that the bill could actually become 
law with a Republican president in the White 
House ready to sign it. The Congressional Budget 
Office has estimated that more than 30 million 
people would lose insurance over a decade under 
the legislation.

Collins voted against the legislation in 2015 
while Murkowski and Capito both supported it. 
Murkowski told reporters Tuesday that repealing 
the Affordable Care Act without the promise of a 
replacement would cause uncertainty and chaos.

“To just say repeal and ‘Trust us, we’re going 
to fix it in a couple of years,’ that’s not going 
to provide comfort to the anxiety that a lot of 
Alaskan families are feeling right now,” she said.

Said Capito: “I did not come to Washington 
to hurt people.”

FILE - In this May. 17, 2017, file photo, Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department Homicide 
Bureau Capt. Christopher Bergner, center, stands by a poster of Aramazd Andressian Jr., a 5-year-
old boy who had been missing for several weeks from South Pasadena, Calif., at a news conference 
outside the Hall of Justice in Los Angeles. Mourners including the boy’s devastated mother gathered 
at a funeral service for the boy who police say was killed by his father after a family trip to Disney-
land. The private funeral for Andressian was held Tuesday, July 18, at a church in South Pasadena. 
 (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)

‘Let Obamacare fail,’ Trump 
declares as GOP plan collapses 
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SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) — California authorities 
announced charges Tuesday 
against two people after a 
violent melee during a white 
nationalist group’s rally out-
side the California state Capitol 
building last year, a number that 
falls far short of the 101 people 
the California Highway Patrol 
recommended charging.

The Sacramento County 
District Attorney’s Office said 
other arrests are expected, but 
prosecutors rejected numerous 
other charges the highway 
patrol sought after its eight-
month investigation.

Investigators could not learn 
the identities of those commit-
ting the most violent offenses, 
Chief Deputy District Attorney 
Steve Grippi said in a state-
ment, and the district attorney’s 
office is not pursuing many of 
the more minor recommended 
charges.

Fourteen people had stab 
wounds, cuts and bruises after 
more than 300 counter-pro-
testers, many of them wearing 
masks, confronted about 30 
members of the Traditionalist 
Worker Party in June 2016. 
Two of the injured people sur-
vived critical stabbings.

A KCRA-TV reporter and 
his cameraman were confronted 
by protesters who shouted “no 
cameras” as they grabbed at 
their equipment.

The stabbings and the assault 
on the TV crew were clearly 
felonies, but no charges can 
be filed because investigators 
never learned who was respon-
sible, Grippi said.

The two arrests were on 
charges of assault with a deadly 
weapon or using force likely 
to cause great bodily harm and 
participating in a riot.

William Planer, who pros-
ecutors say was supporting the 
Traditionalist Worker Party, 
was arrested in Colorado 
and is awaiting extradition to 
California.

Porfirio Paz, who prosecu-
tors believe to be a counter-pro-
tester, was arrested in Southern 
California and is set to be 
arraigned July 24.

Prosecutors did not pro-
vide other identifying details 
and did not know if the men 
had retained attorneys. Repre-
sentatives from both sides did 
not immediately respond to 
requests for comment.

Police in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, are holding a Wil-

Prosecutors charge 
2 in California white 

nationalist rally 

FILE - In this June 26, 2016, file photo, paramedics rush a stabbing victim to an ambulance after 
violence erupted during a white nationalist group’s rally outside the state Capitol in Sacramento, 
Calif. The Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office said Tuesday, July 18, 2017, that two people 
are being charged for alleged assault with a deadly weapon and participating in a riot. Other arrests 
are expected from the eight-month long investigation conducted by the California Highway Patrol. 

 (AP Photo/Steven Styles, File)

(Continued on page 12)
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Now what?

Senate Republicans were 
scrambling to pick up the pieces 
Tuesday after their attempt to 
repeal and replace the Obama-
era health care law collapsed a 
second time.

After working for months on 
a new health package, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Ky., announced Tuesday 
that the Senate would vote to 
move ahead on a straight-up 
repeal early next week, at the 
request of President Donald 

Trump, Vice President Mike 
Pence and other Republicans.

But even that effort is 
failing. At least three GOP sen-
ators came out against that plan, 
which would deny McConnell 
the votes needed to even debate 
a bill.

McConnell noted that a 
Republican-led Congress voted 
to repeal the law in 2015. But 
President Barack Obama was in 
the White House at the time, so 
Republicans knew he would he 
would veto the measure.

This time, with Republican 
President Donald Trump in the 
White House, the vote would 
count.

“If you voted in 2015 for it 
and now you’re going to vote 
against it, you’ve got some 
explaining to do,” said Sen. 
Rand Paul, R-Ky.

A look at what could come 
next:

ONE MORE TIME
If Senate Republicans can’t 

round up the votes to repeal 
the health care law, they have 
several options. They can keep 
talking among themselves in an 
attempt to come up with another 
Republican-only plan.

This strategy has been unsuc-
cessful so far because, with 52 
members, Senate Republicans 
can only afford to lose two 
votes.

Conservatives and moder-
ates in the House managed to 
bridge their differences and nar-
rowly pass a bill. Since then, the 
president has called the House 
measure “mean” and Senate 
Republicans have been unable 
to rally around a replacement.

Senators like Rob Portman 
of Ohio and Shelley Moore 
Capito of West Virginia are 
concerned that too many low-
income people in their states 
would lose coverage, especially 
as those states fight an opioid 
epidemic.

Conservative Republicans 
like Paul complained that the 
most recent Senate package 
didn’t completely repeal the 
health care law.

___
HELLO, DEMOCRATS
Senate Republicans can 

work with Democrats on ways 
to improve the program, but this 
would be a difficult marriage to 
arrange.

Republicans say they 
are committed to repealing 
Obama’s health care law, which 
is a nonstarter for Democrats. 
Democrats say they are open to 
improving the program, but that 
would fall well-short of Repub-
lican campaign promises.

“Rather than repeating the 
same failed partisan process 

yet again, Republicans should 
work with Democrats on a bill 
that lowers premiums, provides 
long-term stability to the mar-
kets and improves our health 
care system,” Senate Demo-
cratic leader Chuck Schumer of 
New York said.

CUT AND RUN TO TAX 
REFORM

Congressional Republicans 
could drop health care and 
move on to overhauling the 
nation’s tax code, but they will 
probably run into many of the 
same problems.

Trump seemed to push this 
approach Tuesday.

“I think we’re probably in 
that position where we’ll just let 
Obamacare fail,” the president 
said. “We’re not going to own 
it. I’m not going to own it. I can 
tell you that the Republicans are 
not going to own it.”

Trump said letting the pro-
gram fail will encourage Dem-
ocrats come to the table and 
negotiate.

Republicans might find that 
they could use help from Demo-
crats in tackling a tax overhaul 
as well.

So far, Republicans are 
excluding Democrats from tax 
talks, just like they have on 
health care. But Republicans’ 
slim majority in the Senate isn’t 
going to get any bigger before 
the 2018 midterm elections, and 
it could get smaller after that.

Taxes are likely to cause 
just as many divisions among 
Republicans as health care, 
both ideological differences and 
regional ones.

liam Scott Planer, 34, for extra-
dition to California, department 
spokesman Lt. Howard Black 
said.

Planer was arrested July 
12 on suspicion of commit-
ting bias-motivated crimes 
alleging that he pasted black 
stickers reading “Fight Terror, 
Nuke Israel” on the front door 
of a Colorado Springs Jewish 
center, Black said. The doors 
were defaced about 1:30 a.m. 
June 10, and detectives identi-
fied Planer from a surveillance 
tape, he said.

The highway patrol had rec-
ommended 68 felony charges 
and 514 misdemeanors. But 
prosecutors rejected dozens of 
lower-level crimes, including 
85 counts of unlawful assembly, 
55 counts of conspiracy to 
unlawfully assemble and 32 
counts related to the possession 
of illegal signs and banners.

It took prosecutors five 
months to review the agency’s 
2,000-page report and hours of 
related video.

Videos posted on social 
media showed participants 
throwing stones toward a man 
who was holding a stick as he 
was protected by police officers 

wearing riot gear. Other videos 
showed officers on horseback 
dispersing protesters, some 
with their faces covered.

The highway patrol said 
its investigation was made 
more difficult because many 
of the counter-demonstrators 
were masked. Many partici-
pants were difficult to locate or 
refused to cooperate, the agency 
said.

The Traditionalist Worker 
Party was formed in 2015 as 
the political wing of the white 
nationalist Traditionalist Youth 
Network, according to The 
Southern Poverty Law Center, 
which studies extremist groups 
across the nation.

“We are unapologetically 
nationalists, fighting to secure 
the existence of our people and 
a future for White children,” the 
party says on its website.

The group had a permit for 
the Capitol rally, while counter-
protesters did not have a permit 
and were there to prevent the 
white nationalists’ rally, the 
highway patrol said.

Several uninvolved 
observers criticized police for 
being too slow to break up the 
fighting.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
FINANCE MANAGER

American Samoa
Overview
We are a multi-national group involved in manufacturing, sourcing and distributing consumer goods across the Pacific 
Region. We distribute our own products as well as 3rd party branded products in American Samoa.
As we expand our global footprint we require a new finance role based in Pago Pago to support the CFO and local 
business unit head.  The role will encompass financial control, business analysis, forecasting, as well as day to day 
financial operations. This is a great opportunity for a finance professional to build on their broad financial skills within a 
small but dynamic organization.
Specific responsibilities
• Ownership of local entity Accounts on daily/ weekly/ monthly basis, control and safeguarding of assets including 

inventories and receivables. 
• Full responsibility of delivering reliable and accurate monthly financials on timely basis.
• Weekly stocktake ensuring accuracy of physical and system records guaranteeing no pilferage.
• Responsible for maintenance and upkeep of warehouse, ensuring all containers received are cleared on timely 

basis, stocks are maintained at optimum level, any upcoming shelf life expiries tracked and reported on timely basis.
• Controlling costs, ensuring costs within budget and monthly reconciliations of various balance sheet items.
• Year-End audit coordination & group financial statements preparation.
• Assist CFO/ Business Unit head in data/information and adhoc projects as may be required.
Requirements
• Degree in Accountancy / Finance or equivalent. 
• 3 to 5 years related experience, commercial experience given higher weightage.
• Strong analytical skills and technical knowledge. 
• Attention to detail and the ability to meet timelines, strict adherence to processes.
• Experience on large ERP Systems. 
• Ability to multi-task in a fast-paced environment and deliver objectives within a rigid timeline.
• Team player, as well as ability to work autonomously, and be proactive with strong problem solving and 

organizational skills. 
• Good analytical, written and verbal communication skills
Email resume over to financeapplicant2017@gmail.com.

Tuesday - Saturday 9am to 4pm
Mondays (Appointments Only)633-0774

in the Pago Plaza - across from ASPA office.

Veronica & Mali 
Call for an appointment or stop by and see us!!

COME AND HAVE YOUR HAIR 
DONE BY PROFESSIONAL 

HAIR STYLISTS:

“Veronica is also a trained barber”

What’s next? Senate GOP  
scrambles after health care flop 

➧ Prosecutors…
Continued from page 11
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump was 
eager to declare Iran in breach 
of the nuclear deal but was 
talked out of it by national secu-
rity aides who rushed to the 
Oval Office to persuade him as a 
midnight deadline approached, 
administration officials say.

Trump agreed let the issue 
go, but only for a few more 
months — and only after last-
minute changes to distance 
Trump further from the deal.

Rather than say, as planned, 
that Iran was living up to its 
end of the deal, Trump’s aides 
found a way late Monday to 
let the deal continue for now 
without technically confirming 
that Iran is complying. The 
administration followed up the 
announcement with new, non-
nuclear sanctions on Iranians 
on Tuesday to show Trump 
is indeed serious about con-
fronting Tehran.

The compromise, relayed to 
Congress in the final few hours 
before the deadline, lets Iran 
continue enjoying relief — for 
now — from nuclear sanctions 
lifted as part of the 2015 deal. 
It also gives Trump some cover 
to declare publicly that Iran is 
violating “the spirit” of the deal, 
preserving a potent argument 
should he ultimately decide to 
exit the pact.

The deadline comes up 
again in three months. Given 
Trump’s strong reluctance to 
certify Iran’s compliance, it’s 
highly unlikely he will agree to 
do it again, officials and others 
familiar with Trump’s Iran 
policy said. The individuals 
weren’t authorized to com-
ment publicly and requested 
anonymity.

Coupled with the new sanc-
tions, the move raised optimism 
among critics of the deal that 
Trump’s broader Iran review, 
expected to conclude in the next 
few weeks, will mark a major 
shift in the U.S. approach to the 
Islamic Republic.

“What that really fore-
shadows is once the policy 
review is done, we’re going 
to see a massive increase in 
pressure — not just sanctions 
pressure but using all instru-
ments of American power,” 
said Mark Dubowitz, who runs 
the hawkish Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies and 
has advised the administration 
on Iran. The drama came to 
a head Monday when Trump 
abruptly put the certification 
on hold, even as his admin-
istration had already started 
announcing it. Top advisers 
scurried to the White House, 
with Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson, Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis and national security 
adviser H.R. McMaster urging 
Trump to preserve the status 
quo — at least until the Iran 

review is completed and a new 
U.S policy ready to be unveiled. 
Steve Bannon, Trump’s chief 
strategist and an avowed critic 
of the deal, and CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo urged Trump 
to change course and say Iran 
wasn’t complying, several indi-
viduals briefed on the meeting 
said.

The argument that ultimately 
won out: Letting Iran keeps its 
sanctions relief — thus ful-
filling U.S. obligations under 
the deal — without using the 
word “complying.” Trump and 
other critics have pointed to 
minor infractions by Tehran to 
say it’s in violation of restric-
tions on its nuclear develop-
ment, although the International 
Atomic Energy Agency that 
monitors the deal says Iran is 
broadly complying.

The compromise led to a 
last-minute shift in the lan-
guage Trump’s administration 
employed to describe its actions 
on the Iran deal.

In an original version of a 
public statement, prepared by 
the administration in advance 
of Monday’s announcement 
and obtained by The Associated 
Press, the State Department 
planned to say the U.S. “is cer-
tifying Iran’s continued compli-
ance with the JCPOA” — an 
acronym for the nuclear deal — 
“while noting Iran’s continued 
malign activities outside the 
nuclear issue.”

In the final language sent 
to Congress and echoed later 
by the State Department, the 
administration said only that it 
was certifying that “the condi-
tions ... are met” when it comes 
to a separate, U.S. law put in 
place to monitor the nuclear 
deal. In practice, the compro-
mise accomplishes the same 
as what Trump’s earlier, April 
certification did: Iran con-
tinues to receive relief from 
nuclear sanctions in exchange 
for rolling back its nuclear pro-
gram. But the shift in rhetoric 
helps bolster Trump’s position 
that Iran is defying a deal that’s 
bad to begin with and must be 
corrected. “The administration 
is continuing to conduct a full 
review of U.S. policy toward 
Iran,” said State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert. 
“During the course of this 
review, the United States will 
continue to aggressively counter 
Iran’s malign activities in the 
region.” The latest attempt to 
clamp down on Iran’s military 
financing, the new sanctions 
hit 18 Iranian individuals and 
groups. They range from an 
Iranian-based company accused 
of aiding the country’s drone 
program to a Turkey-based 
provider of naval equipment 
and a China-based network that 
helped secure electronics for 
Tehran.

Trump lets Iran deal 
live, but signals he 
may not for long 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Women dominate Westeros as 
never before, and it’s the same 
with the “Game of Thrones” 
ratings.

The HBO drama’s seventh-
season premiere last weekend 
drew a record-setting 10.1 
million viewers, according 
to Nielsen company figures 
released Tuesday.

That eclipsed previous top-
rated “Game of Thrones” epi-
sodes, including the 8.11 mil-
lion who watched the season 
five finale in 2015 and the 8 mil-
lion who tuned in to that year’s 
opener.

The numbers represent 
viewers who watched the epi-
sodes as they first aired. Many 
more join the party through 
streaming and DVR viewings.

As the new season opened, 
Cersei Lannister (Lena Headey) 
is atop the Iron Throne as queen 
of Westeros; Daenerys Tar-
garyen (Emilia Clarke) com-
mands an extensive army, and 
Arya Stark (Maisie Williams) is 
exacting revenge for Red Wed-
ding family deaths.

There was one eye-catching 
new man: Pop star Ed Sheeran 
had a cameo in the premiere.

The glittering ratings will 

have to make up for a lack of 
2017 Emmy gold. The series 
returned outside the awards’ 
eligibility window, so “Game of 
Thrones” was missing from the 
field of nominees announced 
last week after it dominated last 
year’s Emmys.

Viewer fascination clearly 
is building as the fantasy saga 
based on George R.R. Martin’s 
books draws toward its end. 
After this penultimate season 
of seven episodes, fewer than 
the usual 10, HBO has said 
there will be one more with an 
expected eight episodes.

That doesn’t mean Martin’s 
imagination will be absent from 
HBO. The channel previously 
announced that four scripts are 
in development for possible 
series, and Martin disclosed in 
May that a fifth project is in 
the mix — but how much of a 
“Game of Thrones” pedigree 
they’ll have is unclear.

On his website, Martin said 
that each of the concepts under 
development is a prequel rather 
than a sequel, and may not even 
be set on the mythical continent 
of Westeros. Rather than the 
terms “spinoff” or “prequel,” 
Martin said he prefers “suc-
cessor show.”

Game of Thrones’ 
debut draws record 
10.1 million viewers 

This image released by HBO shows Lena Headey, left, and Nikolaj Coster-Waldau in “Game of 
Thrones,” which premiered its seventh season on Sunday, July 16.   (Helen Sloan/HBO via AP)

PHOENIX (AP) — The 
former leader of Arizona’s 
public schools defended his 
yearslong battle to end a pop-
ular Mexican-American history 
program, testifying Tuesday 
that he was troubled by what he 
described as radical instructors 
teaching students to be disrup-
tive but insisting he targeted all 
ethnic studies programs equally.

Lawmakers dismantled the 
programs in a measure that 
passed in 2010, the same year 
Arizona approved its landmark 
immigration law known as 
SB1070. Students in the Tucson 
Unified School District, which 
offered the Mexican-American 
course, launched protests and 
then sued, saying the law was 
too broad and infringed on their 
First Amendment rights.

The courts have upheld most 
of the law but are determining 
whether it was enacted with the 
intent to be discriminatory.

Tom Horne, a Republican 
and former state attorney gen-
eral, testified at trial Tuesday 
that his battle against the pro-
gram began in part after he 
visited a Tucson high school 
to watch an aide rebut prior 
statements by guest speaker 
Dolores Huerta, a well-known 

national labor and civil rights 
activist, that Republicans “hate 
Latinos.” Some students taped 
their mouths and turned their 
back to Horne’s aide, later 
walking out of the event with 
their fists in the air, “which is 
a pretty extremist thing to do,” 
he said. The plaintiffs’ attorney, 
Jim Quinn, questioned Horne 
about how he could come to 
conclusions about the program 
if he never visited a classroom.

“I didn’t want them to put on 
a show for me and then make it 
seem innocuous,” Horne said.

Horne drafted the law 
as superintendent of public 
schools and later defended it as 
state attorney general. It pro-
hibits courses if they promote 
resentment toward a race or a 
class of people, are designed 
primarily for people of a par-
ticular ethnic group, or advo-
cate ethnic solidarity instead 
treating people as individuals. 
The Tucson program began in 
1998 and focused on Mexican-
American history, literature and 
art in an effort to keep Mexican-
American students in school 
and engaged. Advocates say 
students who participated out-
performed their peers in grades 
and standardized tests.

Ex-school official: Radi-
cals taught Mexican-

American program 
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AMERICAN SAMOA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
RE-BID

IFB No. Re-Bid ASCC# 005-2017 Due Date and Time:  July 24, 2017
Date of Issuance: July 5, 2017 No Later than 2:00p.m. Local Time
The American Samoa Community College (ASCC) issues an Invitation for Bids (IFB) 
from qualified firms to submit bids for the following:

“FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT (FF&E)  
FOR ASCC NEW MULTIPURPOSE CENTER BUILDING”

SUBMISSION:
An original and one (1) copy of the Invitation for Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope 
marked:  “ASCC IFB#004-2017 Furniture, Furnishings & Equipment for new Multipurpose 
Building”   Bids are to be sent or email to the following address and will be received no later 
than 2:00p.m. Local Time; Monday, July 24, 2017:     

ASCC Procurement Office
Mapusaga Campus, 
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Attn:  Jessie Su’esu’e, Procurement Officer
Email:  j.suesue@amsamoa.edu

Any bids received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.  Late submissions will not be opened and will be determined as being non-
responsive.
DOCUMENTS:
The IFB complete package detailing requirements is available at the ASCC Procurement 
Office, Mapusaga Campus during normal working hours and may also be obtained by emailing 
j.suesue@amsamoa.edu
RIGHT OF REJECTION:
The American Samoa Community College (ASCC) reserves the right to reject any and/or all 
bids and to waive any irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted bid proposals that are 
not in the best interest of the college or the public.
Approved for Issuance by;
Dr. Rosevonne Makaiwi Pato
President, American Samoa Community College (ASCC)

ATLANTA (AP) — A noto-
rious jewel thief with an illicit 
career spanning six decades has 
been caught stealing again, but 
she wasn’t after sparkly gems 
this time, police near Atlanta 
say.

Doris Payne, 86, was arrested 
at a Walmart store around 5 
p.m. Monday and charged with 
shoplifting $86.22 worth of 
merchandise, according to a 
report from Chamblee police. 
The charge is a misdemeanor.

Payne was the subject of 
a 2013 documentary film, 
“The Life and Crimes of Doris 
Payne,” that detailed her feats. 
In an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press last year, she casu-
ally acknowledged, “I was a 
thief.” She’s well-known in 
fine-jewelry circles, and authori-
ties say she has pocketed expen-
sive jewels from stores around 
the world. Her attorney, Drew 
Findling, noted that this case is 
different. “This is a sharp con-
trast to all the cases in the past. 
We’re not talking about high-
end jewelry,” he said. “We’re 
talking about what an 86-year-
old woman needs to survive on 
a day-to-day basis, food sup-
plies and medical supplies.”

The police report doesn’t list 
the items that Payne allegedly 
tried to steal.

Findling said he’s reviewed 
the police report but still needs 
to watch surveillance video 
footage to see what happened.

Payne’s latest arrest came 
after a Walmart employee noti-
fied an off-duty police officer 
working security at the store 
that Payne visited the phar-
macy, electronics and grocery 
departments. She put some 
items in her shopping cart but 
hid others in her purse and a 
Walmart shopping bag, the 
employee said.

Payne then went to a reg-
ister and paid for the items 
in her shopping cart but not 
the items in her shopping bag 

and purse, the employee said. 
When she tried to exit the store 
the employee and the off-duty 
officer stopped her.

When Payne was booked 
into the Chamblee jail, police 
discovered she was wearing 
an electronic ankle monitor 
because she was on probation 
from a prior arrest in DeKalb 
County. She pleaded guilty in 
March to a felony shoplifting 
charge after authorities said she 
tried to steal a $2,000 necklace 
from a Von Maur department 
store in December.

She bonded out of the 
Chamblee jail and was likely 
to be booked into the DeKalb 
County jail for charges of vio-
lating her probation, Findling 
said, adding that he’d like to get 
things cleared up as quickly as 
possible.

Payne was about 10 days 
shy of having the ankle mon-
itor removed and had been 
complying with her probation 
before this arrest, Findling said.

Payne was raised in West 
Virginia and moved with her 
family to Ohio when she was a 
teenager. Authorities have said 
she has used at least 22 aliases 
over the years and probably got 
away more often than she was 
caught, though she has done 
several stints in prison. The 
Jewelers’ Security Alliance, an 
industry trade group, sent out 
bulletins as early as the 1970s 
warning about her.

Payne told the AP she was a 
child when a store owner let her 
try on watches and then forgot 
she had the jewelry on when he 
turned to wait on a white cus-
tomer who had come in. She 
said she returned the watch but 
the episode made her realize 
that a simple distraction could 
make it easy to slip out with a 
fancy trinket in hand. Her career 
began in her 20s when she got 
the idea that she could support 
herself by lifting jewelry.

Police: Notorious jewel 
thief arrested at Walmart 

FILE - In this Jan. 11, 2016 file photo, Doris Payne poses for a photo in Atlanta. 
Police near Atlanta say a notorious jewel thief with an illicit career spanning six decades 
has been caught stealing again, but she wasn‚Äôt after sparkly gems this time. A report 
from Chamblee police says 86-year-old Payne was arrested at a Walmart store around 
5 p.m. Monday, July 17, 2017, and charged with misdemeanor theft by shoplifting.  
 (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)

Marquest Hall, right, 17, is sentenced to 20 years in prison 
for the stabbing death of 52-year-old Antonio Muralles outside 
of Stamford’s downtown McDonalds in March 2015, during a 
sentencing hearing in Stamford Superior Court in Stamford, 
Conn., Tuesday, July 18, 2017. Prosecutors say Muralles had just 
left a Stamford McDonald’s with a coffee when he inadvertently 
bumped into Hall and a friend and spilled some coffee on them. 

 (Michael Cummo/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP)
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
An international robotics com-
petition in Washington attracted 
teams of teenagers from more 
than 150 nations. The team 
that drew the most attention at 
the FIRST Global Challenge, 
which ended Tuesday, was a 
squad of girls from Afghani-
stan who were twice rejected 
for U.S. visas before President 
Donald Trump intervened. But 
there were even more stories 
than there were teams. Here are 
a few:

GIRL POWER:
Sixty percent of the teams 

participating in the competition 
were founded, led or organized 
by women. Of the 830 teens par-
ticipating, 209 were girls. And 
there were six all-girl teams, 
including not only the Afghan 
squad but also teams from the 
United States, Ghana, Jordan, 
the Palestinian territories and 
the Pacific island nation of Van-
uatu. Vanuatu’s nickname: the 
“SMART Sistas.”

Samira Bader, 16, on the Jor-
danian team, says “it’s very dif-
ficult for us because everyone 
thinks” building robots is “only 
for boys.” She said her team 
wants to prove that “girls can 
do it.” The three-girl U.S. team 
included sisters Colleen and 
Katie Johnson of Everett, Wash-
ington, and Sanjna Ravichandar 
of Plainsboro, New Jersey. Col-
leen Johnson, 16, said her team 
looks forward “to a day when 
an all-girls team is going to be 
no more special than an all-boys 
team or a co-ed team, just when 
that’s completely normal and 
accepted.”

The team competing from 
Brunei was also all female, 
though a male member previ-
ously worked on the project.
AN UNUSUAL ALLIANCE:

The United States and Russia 
were on the same side Tuesday. 
During the fourth round of the 
competition, the U.S. team was 
paired with teams from Russia 
and Sudan to work as an alli-
ance. The robots all the teams 
in the competition created were 
designed with the same kit of 
parts and do the same task: pick 
up and distinguish between 
blue and orange balls. To score 
points, teams deposited the blue 
balls, which represented water, 
and the orange balls, which 
represented contaminants, into 
different locations. Each three-
nation alliance competed head 
to head in 2 ½ minute games.

Both U.S. and Russian teams 
complimented their counter-
parts after their game Tuesday. 
Russian team member Alek-
sandr Iliasov said of the U.S. 
team: “They cooperate well.” 
And U.S. team member Col-
leen Johnson called the Russian 
team’s robot “very innovative,” 
saying they had smartly used 
extra wheels and gears and zip 
ties to keep balls inside their 
robot.

Despite their good collabo-
ration, U.S.-Russia-Sudan fell 
short, losing 40 to 20 to Zim-
babwe, Moldova and Trinidad 
and Tobago.

WITH A LITTLE HELP 
FROM MY FRIENDS:
The team from Iran got some 

help building their robot from 
American students. It turns out 
that the competition’s kit of 
robot parts including wheels, 
brackets, sprockets, gears, pul-
leys and belts was not approved 
for shipment to Iran due to 
sanctions involving technology 
exports to the country. So the 
competition recruited a robotics 
team at George C. Marshall 
high school in Falls Church, 
Virginia, to help. Iran’s team 
designed the robot, and about 
five Marshall students built it 
in the United States. The team 
explained on its competition 
webpage that “our friends in 
Washington made our ideas as 
a robot.”

Because of the time differ-
ence between the countries, 
the three-member team and its 
mentor were sometimes up at 
midnight or 3 a.m. in Iran to talk 
to their collaborators.

Amin Dadkhah, 15, called 
working with the American 
students “a good and exciting 
experience for both of us.” 
Kirianna Baker, one of the U.S. 
students who built the robot, 
agreed. “Having a team across 
the world with a fresh set of 
eyes is very valuable,” she said.

TEAM HOPE:
A group of three refugees 

from Syria competed as team 
“Refugee,” also known as 
team “Hope.” All three fled 
Syria to Lebanon three years 
ago because of violence in 
their country. Mohamad Nabih 
Alkhateeb, Amar Kabour and 
Maher Alisawui named their 
robot “Robogee,” a combina-
tion of the words “robot” and 
“refugee.”

Alkhateeb, 17, and Kabour, 
16, say they want to be robotics 
engineers, and Alisawui wants 
to be a computer engineer. 
Kabour said it’s important to 
the team to win, to “tell the 
world” refugees are “here and 
they can do it.”

Alkhateeb also said living 
as a refugee has been difficult, 
but he hopes to someday return 
home. “I will go back after I 
have finished my education so 
I can rebuild Syria again,” he 
said. Some 11 million people 
— half the Syrian population 
— have been forced from their 
homes.

RESULTS:
Teams left with gold, silver 

and bronze medals in a variety 
of categories.

The Europe team won a 
gold award for getting the 
most cumulative points over 
the course of the competition. 
Poland got silver and Armenia 
bronze. 

Afghan girls’ story 
was among many at 
global robotics event 
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