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by Blue Chen-Fruean
Samoa News Correspondent

It’s definitely a win-win situation. If you’re 
in the market for second-hand office equipment, 
kitchen appliances, heavy machinery, or even a 
vehicle, the Office of Property Management is 
conducting a Public Auction tomorrow. Items are 
being sold on an ‘as is’ basis and all the money 
collected will be transferred to the ASG general 
fund.

Items up for sale have been declared as 
‘survey items’ by various government depart-
ments and agencies and will be sold for pennies 
on the dollar. The inventory includes jet skis, 
convection ovens, commercial coolers, office 
equipment, cars, trucks, and vans. 

Even two boats — the Tautua II and the Tatoso 
II — are up for auction. They can be viewed at 
the main wharf in Fagatogo.

Public viewing started this week and will con-
tinue today from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Property Management compound in Tafuna. Bid 
forms are also available for pick-up there.

All bids must be sealed and must include 10% 
of the bidding price when it is submitted. “Many 
times in previous years, people have been dis-
qualified for not including the required 10% of 
the total bid so it is important that bidders follow 
this requirement,” said PMO deputy director 
Poleen Asalele yesterday.

“It’s unfortunate, but we’ve seen people miss 
out on bids because they failed to submit the 
required 10% by as little as 10-cents,” she added.

All bids must be submitted by tomorrow, July 
13, at 11:30 a.m. sharp, and bid opening will take 
place thirty minutes later at 12 noon. Bidders are 
welcome to be present during the bid opening.

According to Asalele, their office tries to hold 
public auctions once every quarter, but there are 
times when their notice for ‘survey items’ falls 
on deaf ears and submissions from ASG depart-
ments and agencies are not received in time.

She referred to this week’s auction and said it 
had to be postponed from two weeks ago, as sev-
eral items were referred to them the day before 
the original planned auction date.

“We try to keep the directors in the loop about 
giving us a heads up on their survey items but 
whether they respond to us in time — or even at 
all — is beyond our control,” she said.

Asalele stressed that the money collected 
from the auctions go directly into the general 
fund and this is an additional source of revenue 
for the government. 

She shared that when they held the first auc-
tion during the Lolo Lemanu Administration’s 
first term in office, they were able to collect about 
$33,000 and since then, a total of over $200K has 
been deposited into the ASG general fund as a 
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Close to 60 youngsters are enrolled 
in the 2017 summer tennis program, 
currently in full swing at the Lions 
Park tennis courts in Tafuna.

The program is an annual offering 
for the territory’s aspiring athletes, 
sanctioned by the American Samoa 
Tennis Association (ASTA).

Registration closes this week and 
costs $10 per child, to be paid at the 
tennis court.

The six-week program includes 
kids as young as 3 years old, all the 
way to high school age.
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(Continued on page 10)

Govt. Auction this week 
means extra $$$ for ASG

A look at the three jet skis that are being auctioned off at the Office of Property Management 
compound this week, as part of this quarter’s ASG Public Auction. Dozens of used items like office 
equipment, commercial kitchen appliances, and vehicles from various government departments and 
agencies are being sold on an ‘as is’ basis during the event. Read story for full details.
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AG and Gov call 
for support on tax 
measures during 
cabinet meeting

AND TALK TO TASK FORCE IF YOU DON’T AGREE 
WITH GOV’S AGENDA, SAYS AG

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Cabinet directors and Education Department officials have 
been called on to talk to their lawmaker to support the admin-
istration’s proposed revenues measures and other proposed bills 
submitted to the Fono that will help expand ASG’s revenue base 
providing additional money to finance the government now and 
into the future. 

The call was made by ASG Revenue Task Force chairman, 
Attorney General Elesasalo Ale, and echoed by Gov. Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga during yesterday’s nearly three-hour cabinet 
meeting, at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium, in which public 
school principals and other senior ASDOE officials attended. 

Talauega gave a briefing on the proposals the administration 
has submitted to the Fono, saying that there are four specific new 
revenue measures. He asked cabinet members as well as DOE 
officials to talk to their respective lawmakers about the impor-
tance of these proposals that will among other things, provide 
additional funds for school improvements, teachers’ pay, and 
road repairs. 

He said there is a big delay in federal funds being received 
and that there is a decrease in local revenue collections. There-
fore, there is a need for ASG to find new revenues. 

Among the new revenue bills is the 7% sales tax, which will 
also have language repealing the 2% wage tax — a tax paid only 
by wage earners, while the sales tax would be paid by everyone 
who purchases goods, according to Talauega.

He said American Samoa is older now and has come of age 
— and therefore don’t be afraid of a sales tax. The Task Force 
chair pointed out that “we did the bonds,” referring to the Amer-
ican Samoa Economic Development Authority bonds, which 
collected some $78 million in proceeds, and have helped ASG 
move forward with infrastructure development such as roads. 

Talauega said that if any cabinet director disagrees with the 
Administration’s legislative agenda, through the governor, then 
to make time to talk with the task force to “make sure that you 
understand the importance of these measures” for the govern-
ment and the community. 

This prompted some laugher from the audience, but Talauega 
appeared very serious when it came to talking to directors, who 
disagree with the governor’s agenda. 

Lolo supported Talauega’s call for cabinet directors as well as 
ASDOE officials present to talk to their lawmaker, who should 
know the importance of these revenues measures. The governor 
said some of the laws that the administration is proposing to 
amend have been in place for three decades, while the govern-
ment’s financial needs have changed over the years. 

Tri Marine seeks to 
remove commercial 
fishing restriction

IRS lien shows Floyd 
Mayweather owes 
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Tri Marine Group has rec-
ommended that the federal gov-
ernment begin a rule making 
process to remove commercial 
fishing restriction for tuna in 
certain area of waters around 
the Pacific Islands Remote 
Marine National Monument 
(PIRMNM).

However, there has been 
strong opposition from conser-
vationists and environmentalist 
groups as well as others living 
in the US to any changes to 
the PIRMNM, which was first 
established in January 2009 by 
then President George Bush. 
With the marine monument 
designation, commercial fishing 
is prohibited within boundaries 
of the monument.

In September 2014, former 
President Barack Obama 
expanded the PIRMNM bound-
aries — to the seaward limit 
of the US Exclusive Economic 
Zone (generally 200 nautical 
miles) off Jarvis and Wake 
Islands and Johnston Atoll. As 
reported by Samoa News at the 
time, Tri Marine, which has a 
US purse seiner fleet based in 
American Samoa, along with 
other fishing fleet owners and 
local leaders strongly opposed 
the expansion, arguing that 
these are traditional fishing 
grounds for the US fleet.

Earlier this year in May, US 
President Donald Trump issued 
an executive order, calling for 
the review of all land and marine 
monuments going back to 1996. 
Thereafter the US Interior 
Department started accepting 
public comments, which closed 
at the end of business, Monday, 
July 10. 

As of 7a.m. Monday morning 
more than 1.3 million com-
ments were publicly released 
on federal portal <www.regula-
tions.gov>

Among the comments sub-
mitted is a July 3rd letter from 
Tri Marine chief operations 
officer, Joe Hamby, with Tri 
Marine’s recommendation 
for the US Secretary of Com-
merce to begin a rule making 
to overturn the ban on com-
mercial fishing in those waters 
which were added by Obama to 
the PRIMNM. (US Commerce 
Department has jurisdiction 
over federal fishery issues)

Approximately, those would 
be waters seaward of 50 nautical 
miles of the mean low water 
mark around Wake, Baker, 
Howland, and Jarvis Islands, 
Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, 
and Palmyra Atoll, the letter 
says. 

“This would allow pro-
tection of the sensitive near 
shore coral reef habitat, while 
allowing fishing for highly 

migratory species like tuna fur-
ther offshore that are subject 
to management by WCPFC 
(Western and Central Pacific 
Fisheries Commission) conser-
vation measures,” said Hamby 
in his three-page letter. 

Hamby noted that the com-
pany buys, sells, catches, and 
processes highly migratory tuna 
resources located in the Central, 
Western, and Eastern Pacific 
Ocean.  

Tri Marine “has been deeply 
concerned about the expanding 
use of a land-oriented statute 
to address issues of resource 
conservation in wide expanses 
of the ocean even where inter-
national and national govern-
mental bodies address in detail 
the proper conservation and 
management of tunas,” he said, 
adding that Tri Marine has “sig-
nificant operations in to and out 
of American Samoa as a foun-
dational element of the only 
private economic activity of 
significant consequence in that 
Territory.”

Hamby argued that the des-
ignation of PRIMNM and its 
later expansion “have no dis-
cernible science-based conser-
vation and management ben-
efits to the highly migratory 
tuna resources of the region, yet 
the closure of these areas has 
created a negative economic 
impact on our fishing and pro-
cessing operations, as well as 
the viability of the American 
Samoan economy.”

He outlined the company’s 
rationale for its request for a 
rule making process, and this is 
consistent with objections to the 
ban on commercial fishing in 
the Monument and its Expan-
sion, that have been made from 
the beginning. 

For example, he said, prohi-
bition on commercial fishing for 
highly migratory species in the 
Monument is not based on sci-
ence. “Tunas are highly migra-
tory and move thousands of 
miles throughout their range,” 
he explained. “Unlike other 
species that can be managed 
on smaller spatial scales, they 
are not ‘resident’ in any narrow 
ocean area, such as reef fish.”

He argued that tuna fishing 
in the region is sustainable 
and prohibition on commercial 
fishing in the Monument was 
a top-down directive without 
an environmental assess-
ment or fishery management 
justification. 

“No case has been made 
that a ban on commercial tuna 
fishing in the Monument will 
have an impact on the current 
and future sustainability of the 
resource,” he said.

“No evidence has been pre-
sented that highly regulated 

American Samoa Government
DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE

Public Notice 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Program Year (PY) 2017 
Annual Action Plan

The American Samoa Government (ASG) invites public comments on the PY2017 
Annual Action Plan (AAP) Draft as mandated in the provisions of 24 CFR &91.200 and 
91.220 (b). Public comments are invited for a 30-day period commencing on Tuesday, 
July 11, 2017 to Wednesday, July 26, 2017. The draft is available at the Department of 
Commerce, 2nd floor of the A.P. Lutali Executive Office Building.
A public meeting to accept verbal and written comments on the PY2017 AAP Draft will be 
held at the Department of Commerce Conference Room on Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 
4:30 p.m. Translation into and out of Native Language (Samoan) that is widely spoken will 
be provided at the meeting. The Community Planning and Development (CPD) Programs 
of American Samoa complies with 24 CFR & 91.220 (1) and Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary aids, services, or 
special modifications to participate in the public meeting or to comment on the AAP Draft 
should contact the HUD CPD Coordinator, Petti Matila at the following address.
Written comments on the Public review draft may be sent to:

Petti T. Matila, HUD CPD Coordinator
Office of the Governor
A.P. Lutali Executive Office Building, 3rd Floor
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Office: (684) 633-5155 ext. 226
Fax: (684) 633-4195
E-mail: peti.matila@doc.as

Comments must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, July 24, 2017.  If 
you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact Petti T. Matila at 633-
5155 ext. 226.

Tri Marine seeking to 
remove commercial 
fishing restriction 

within Pac monument

Airstrikes target Islamic State positions on the edge of the Old City a day after Iraq’s prime min-
ister declared “total victory” in Mosul, Iraq, Tuesday, July 11, 2017.          (AP Photo/Felipe Dana)

(Continued on page 12)
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Translated by Samoa News staff
DANIEL TAUFUA

A 30-year-old man, whose 
mother told the court her son 
changed after serving 3 1/2 
years in the US Armed Forces, 
has been sentenced to jail time 
in connection with a handful of 
break-ins between December 
2016 and February this year. 

Daniel Taufua, was sen-
tenced last Friday in High 
Court along with his co-defen-
dants  Nassan Tupuola and Aki 
Lee Jungblut, both accused of 
aiding Taufua’s get-away by 
driving the vehicle from the 
crime scene.

Taufua was sentenced to 28 
months imprisonment after he 
pled guilty under a plea agree-
ment to three counts of felony 
stealing.

He admitted to stealing more 
than $3,000 in cash from local 
businesses and said the crime 
spree occurred between last 
December and February this 
year. 

The defendant was initially 
charged in two separate cases 
— in the first case, he was 
charged with two counts of 
first degree burglary and three 
counts of felony stealing. For 
the second case, he was charged 
with several felony counts 
including stealing, robbery, and 
first degree burglary.

Under a plea agreement, the 
defendant pled guilty to three 
counts of felony stealing and 
the remaining charges were 
dismissed. 

During sentencing, Taufua 
sought leniency so he could 
return home to find a job and 
take care of his mother. He said 
the five months and six days 
that he spent in custody — since 
his arrest — has been a learning 
lesson.

He said what he did was 
wrong and he is remorseful of 
his crime. He also asked the 
owners of the businesses that he 
robbed to forgive him. 

Testifying as a character wit-
ness, Taufua’s mother told the 
court that her son is not a bad 
person, but a good individual, 
who works hard and loves his 
family. She noted the changes 
in her son’s behavior since 
returning from serving in the 
military for 3 1/2 years. 

The court asked the witness 
if Taupua served in Iraq and the 
mother replied, “no”. She sus-
pects that the time that Taupua 
was away from his family, 
while serving in the military, 
has something to do with the 
change in her son’s behavior, as 
well as his mentality.

The mother also shared with 
the court her serious concerns, 
when after five days, she had 
not seen her son and thereafter 
contacted police for help. She 
claimed the police told her that 
her son is an adult and not a 
child, and there is no need for 
her to try to find him. 

She testified that as a mother, 
she wanted to find her son due 
to her concerns over the pos-
sible problems affecting her 
son’s state of mind and she also 
wanted to make sure that he was 
okay. She said she was surprised 
to be informed later by police 
that her son had been arrested, 
charged, and in custody.

She asked the court for leni-
ency in its sentence and prom-
ised to find a spiritual program 
off island to enroll her son in, 
to help with the problems he is 
facing. 

Taufua’s attorney, Assis-
tant Public Defender Michael 
White, asked for a probative 
sentence without any jail time, 
but Assistant Attorney General 
Gerald Murphy argued for the 
most serious punishment set by 
law. 

Acting Associate Justice 
Elvis P. Patea asked what that 
serious punishment is and 
Murphy replied, that felony 
stealing is punishable by 7 years 
imprisonment, which is what 
the government wants.

Taufua was sentenced to 
7 years probation under sev-
eral conditions, which includes 
serving 28 months behind bars.

The pre-trial confinement 
days are counted towards the 
jail term. He was also ordered to 
pay a $2,000 court fine and res-
titution totaling $3,310 — $180 
to a laundromat in Iliili; $130 to 
a store in Nu’uuli; and $3,000 to 
a business in Fagaima.

During his probation, Taufua 
is prohibited from entering the 
three businesses he robbed.

CO-DEFENDANTS
Next up for sentencing 

were Taufua’s co-defendants, 
who were each sentenced to 
12 months imprisonment after 
the pair pled guilty — under 
separate plea agreements — in 
assisting Taufua carry out his 
crimes. 

Jungblut admitted to being 
the driver of the getaway car 
in the robbery of two business 
establishments while Tupuola 
admitted to driving the getaway 
car in the third robbery.

Assistant Public Defender 
Michael White argued for a pro-
bative sentence for each defen-
dant without any jail time, but 
Murphy again argued for the 
highest punishment outlined 
under the law, which is 5 years 
in jail for each defendant. 

Both defendants asked for 
leniency during sentencing 
and each of their wives offered 
character witness testimonies. 
Tupuola’s wife asked the court 
to allow her husband  to be 
out, so he can look for a job 
to provide for the family. She 
described Tupuola as a hard 
working person, a good father 
to their children. 

Jungblut’s wife offered sim-
ilar testimony, saying that she 
was shocked to learn of her hus-
band’s arrest, because her hus-

band is a good man and great 
father. She added that every 
time she and their three-year-
old child visit Jungblut in jail, 
she has observed many changes. 

She said that it’s a very dif-
ficult time for their child, who 
is very close to her father and 
wants to stay with him. She 
pleaded with the court to allow 
her husband to come home to 
take care of his family, and find 
a job. 

Jail time for each defendant 
is part of the conditions of their 
five-year probation.

The court sentenced each 
defendant to 20 months in jail, 
but 8 of the months are waived 
and each is to serve 12 months. 

The 8-months is conditioned 
on the fact that each defendant 
complies with all conditions of 
probation, which includes that 
each pays a $1,000 court fine, 
and restitution to the affected 
businesses. The court will 
decide the restitution amount.

Upon release from jail each 
defendant is to perform 200 
hours of community service, 
unless they find employment to 
pay for the court ordered fine 
and restitution. 

Patea told the defendants to 
use the chance the court is giving 

TSM MART
FROZEN
•	 BONELESS	BEEF		........................-	$2.65/lb
•	 LAMB	FLAP		................................-	$3.20/lb
•	 LAMB	NECK		...............................-	$2.25/lb
•	 PORK	BUTT		................................-	$1.89/lb
•	 PORK	CHOP		................................-	$1.65/lb
•	 PORK	SPARERIBS		......................-	$22.85/cs
•	 SWAII	FILLET		.............................-	$2.35/lb
•	 SWAII	STEAK		.............................-	$4.40/lb
•	 CRAB	MEAT	FLAKES	16oz		.........-	$1.50/pk
•	 CRAB	MEAT	STICK	16oz		............-	$1.50/pk
•	 GROUND	BEEF	ON	TRAY		............-	$3.50/lb	
•	 YELLOW	FIN		...............................-	$2.55/lb
•	 FRENCH	FRIES	SKIN	ON	5lb	.......-	$4.99/pk
•	 EGG	LARGE		................................-	$1.99/dz
•	 EGG	SMALL		................................-	$1.00/dz
•	 EGG	LOCAL	(TAPUTIMU)		............-	$1.99/dz
•	 ICE	CREAM	1.5qt		.......................-	$8.95
•	 ICE	CREAM	3Gal		........................-	$24.95

699-6312

Mid-Year Sale
NOW until SUNDAY, JULY 16th

DRY
•	 DIAMOND	RICE	50lb		..................-	$23.95/ble
•	 GOLDEN	STATE	50lb		..................-	$20.99/ble
•	 SUNWHITE	RICE	50lb		.................-	$23.95/ble
•	 RFC	SPECIAL	40lb		.....................-	$17.95/ble
•	 DIAMOND	25lb		...........................-	$12.50/ble
•	 BIGLOAF		.....................................-	22.95/ble
•	 OIL	5	GAL	....................................	-	23.95
•	 	SF	OIL	24oz		...............................-	$1.29/pc
•	 SF	OIL	40oz		................................-	$2.15/pc
•	 SF	OIL	64oz		................................-	$3.45/pc
•	 SF	OIL	1GAL		...............................-	$6.89/pc
•	 SUGAR	1kg	.................................-	$1.25bg
•	 SUGAR	2kg		................................-	$2.35/bg
•	 SUGAR	4KG		................................-	$4.70/bg
•	 KETCHUP	6LB		............................-	$5.10/pc
•	 KETCHUP	35oz		...........................-	$2.55/pc
•	 KETCHUP	44oz		...........................-	$2.99/pc
•	 KETCHUP	24oz		...........................-	$1.85/pc
•	 KETCHUP	64oz		...........................-	$3.75/pc
•	 KIKKOMAN	5oz		..........................-	$1.10/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	10oz		........................-	$1.70/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	15oz		........................-	$2.35/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	20oz		........................-	$2.95/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	1.25qt		......................-	$4.60/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	2qt		...........................-	$5.99/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	1gal		.........................-	$11.50/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	1gal		.........................-	$12.50/can
•	 KIKKOMAN	5gal		.........................-	$41.75/bl
•	 SMART	MILK		..............................-	$15.99/cs
•	 FULL	CREAM	MILK		.....................-	$14.99/cs
•	 REAL	FRESH	ILK		........................-	$16.99/cs
•	 EATWELL	TUNA	12/5oz		..............-	$14.75/cs
•	 ALBACORE	TUNA	24/5oz		...........-	$21.95/cs
•	 CHUNK	LIGHT	TUNA	48/5oz		.......-	$29.95/cs
•	 TUNA	POUCH		..............................

Come! Shop! Shop! Shop!
As	we	make	the	prices	drop,	drop,	drop!

New arrivals of 
STUFFED TOYS, TOYS,  

SHOES, KITCHEN STUFF,  
CAR ACCESSORIES.

Visit	our	2nd	floor	-	many	more	items	to	choose	from.	
Hurry while supplies last!

NAPA SAMOA 
699-NAPA/6272

NEED a 
WINDSHIELD?

NAPA has a wide variety of  
windshields available in store.  

High quality affordable windshields 
for any make, brand and model.

Stop by today and check out  
our new arrivals in store.

Go to NAPA!

(Continued on page 6)



compiled by Samoa News staff
MIT PARTNERS WITH MESC 

Year 12 and Year 13 students, who may not 
be academically gifted, but are naturally tal-
ented tradesmen and women have been thrown 
a lifeline. A three-year pilot project between 
the Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture, 
(M.E.S.C.) and the Manukau Institute of Tech-
nology (M.I.T.) has been implemented exclusive 
for them.

The project will develop and introduce a new 
qualification, Certificate in Technical Skills into 
secondary schools. The initiative titled, MIT 
Pacific Islands Secondary Tertiary Development 
Project, aims to encourage unresponsive students 
to stay in the school system longer and further 
their education through vocational pathways.

Seven colleges in Upolu are taking part, says 
M.E.S.C. Minister Loau Solamalemalo Keneti. 
“We have requested the MIT to extend the pro-
gram to include seven schools in Savai’i,”  he 
added. “It’s a new pathway that is geared to dis-
courage students from dropping out of school in 
the secondary school level and use this option 
which is designed for them to realize their full 
potentials.

“They will not be required to sit School Cer-
tificate or PSCC exams,” he continued. 

“At the end of the project the target is for the 
schools involved to initiate and offer a trade’s 
program that leads either to further education 
and training or to employment.”

(Source: M.P.M.C. PRESS SECRETARY 
MEDIA RELEASE) 

WAIKATO UNIVERSITY HONORS NUS 
VICE CHANCELLOR 

The University of Waikato has awarded 
the Distinguished Alumni Awards to the Vice- 
Chancellor of the National University of Samoa 
for his  outstanding contribution towards educa-
tion in Samoa

Professor Fui Le’apai Tu’ua ‘Ilaoa Asofou 
So’o is Vice-Chancellor and President of the 
National University of Samoa.

He graduated from the University of Waikato 
in 1982 with a Bachelor of Education and a Bach-
elor of Arts and returned to Waikato in the late 
1980s to study for a Master of Arts, graduating 
in 1989.  He completed his PhD at the Australian 
National University in 1996.

Professor So’o hails from the village of Savaia 
Lefaga. From 2001 to 2008 he was Director 
of the Institute of Samoan Studies, which later 
became the Centre for Samoan Studies.

Following the merger of the Samoan Poly-
technic and National University of Samoa in 
2006, he was appointed Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
until 2009 when he became the university’s 
fourth Vice-Chancellor and President. In 2015 
he was appointed for a third term. Professor 
So’o is also a member of the Board of the Samoa 
Qualifications Authority.

The leadership of Professor So’o has been 
instrumental in guiding the National University 
of Samoa to national and international recogni-
tion as a vibrant and innovative centre of excel-
lence for research in Samoan studies and quality 
teaching and training across all disciplines. Part 
of that involves augmenting the university’s 

collaborative networks with industry, busi-
ness, government and building on alliances and 
partnerships with other local and international 
institutions.

Within the National University he has insti-
tuted a series of policies designed to raise stan-
dards and adopt international best practice, 
including promoting the completion of research 
Masters and PhD degrees by the academic staff. 

The National University of Samoa Gradua-
tion Ceremony on 7 April 2017 will see its first 
students awarded with NUS’ Doctor of Phi-
losophy; where two students will graduate with 
this qualification.  It will mark a monumental 
milestone for the University as a tertiary institu-
tion. Professor So’o has also been a strong and 
vocal advocate for gender equality.

For more than 25 years Professor So’o has 
published widely on matters of democracy and 
governance in Samoa and the Pacific Islands, 
including public sector reform, the impact of 
globalisation, sustainable development, and con-
flict in the Pacific. His influence in the region has 
been, and continues to be, substantial.

For his outstanding contribution towards 
the advancement of education in Samoa, Pro-
fessor Asofou Fui Le’apai Tu’ua ‘Īlaoa So’o 
is a worthy recipient of a Distinguished Alumni 
Award.

The University of Waikato’s Distinguished 
Alumni Awards was held on earlier this year at 
the Hamilton campus.

The Distinguished Alumni Awards celebrate 
and honor University of Waikato alumni who 
have made outstanding contributions in their 
careers and communities, taking into account 
excellence in the professional, cultural, creative 
and voluntary sectors.

(Source: UNIVERSITY OF WAIKATO)
DECOLONIZATION COULD BE TAUGHT 

IN GUAM SCHOOLS
Guam’s Department of Education is formu-

lating a plan to incorporate teaching about the 
self-determination vote and decolonization in the 
local school curriculum.

The department is currently working with 
the Commission on Decolonization on the 
framework.

The executive director of the commission 
Amanda Blas said the aim was for the amended 
curriculum to start in kindergarten and be taught 
right through to high school.

Ms Blas said the new material would be 
added to existing subjects such as history and 
social studies, but she said the plan was still a 
work in progress.

“In the next couple of days the working ses-
sion will happen, where we can discuss the cur-
riculum framework more. Right now the com-
mission is also looking at the possibility of 
strictly targeting high school students who will 
be able to vote for the plebiscite when the self-
determination vote does happen,” she said.

“Nothing has been finalized, but we have 
some great ideas and a bunch of the commission 
members and of course Guam’s Department of 
Education are working together to really help see 
this through.”

(Source: RNZ)
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Pacific Island 
News in Brief

The University of Waikato has awarded the Distinguished 
Alumni Awards to the Vice- Chancellor of the National University 
of Samoa, Professor Fui Le’apai Tu’ua ‘Īlaoa Asofou So’o for his 
outstanding contribution towards education in Samoa.

[Courtesy photo}

M.E.S.C. Minister Loau Solamalemalo Keneti says the 3-year 
pilot project between the Ministry of Education, Sports and 
Culture, (M.E.S.C.) and the Manukau Institute of Technology 
(M.I.T.) has been implemented exclusively for Year 12 and 13 
students, who may not be academically gifted, but are naturally 
talented tradesmen and women.

[Courtesy photo}

FILE- In this Jan. 24, 2017, file photo, a child watches a 
Hawaiian monk seal called Hoailona at the Waikiki Aquarium 
in Honolulu. A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employee has 
been bitten by a monk seal while swimming at Midway Atoll in 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. Fish and Wildlife Service 
spokeswoman Megan Nagel said Tuesday, July 11, 2017, that the 
incident happened on July 6 on Midway’s North Beach in the Pap-
ahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument. The employee 
was bit several times and is now recovering on Midway. 

(AP Photo/Audrey McAvoy, File)
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

WHEREAS, on April 17, 1900, and July 16, 1904, the Chiefs of Tutuila and Manu’a respectively, by virtue of their offices as the hereditary 
representatives of the people of those islands, for and on behalf of the people, entered into agreements of cession whereby the islands of Tutuila, 
Aunu’u and Manu’a were ceded to the Government of the United States of America, with all sovereign rights thereunto belonging, to be 
annexed to said Government, and designated as Tutuila and Manu’a; and
WHEREAS, the Chiefs of Tutuila and Manu’a, for and on behalf of the people of their islands agreed for themselves, and their heirs and 
representatives by Samoan custom, to owe allegiance to the Government of the United States of America; and
WHEREAS, the Government of the United States agreed to establish a good and sound government, protect traditional rights and property of 
the Samoan people, and promote the peace and welfare of the people; and,
WHEREAS, the agreements of cession were confirmed  by the raising of the Flag of the United States, at the United States Naval Station, Tutuila, 
and at Fale’ula, Ta’u; and
WHEREAS, our people have always believed that through the success of our children, the future of our people and our culture will be assured; 
and
WHEREAS, over the last several years many investments have been made in the future of our youth, including the creation of the Department 
of Youth and Women’s Affairs, the building of the Pago Pago Community Youth Center, the Summer Youth Employment Program, the Adopt a 
School Program, the Boys and Girls Club of American Samoa, the Governor’s College Apprenticeship Program, and more; and 
WHEREAS, while we can provide them the tools to succeed, our future remains in the hands of our youth to determine; and
WHEREAS, this Flag, Day we celebrate and honor “Our Youth, Our Investment in the Future”.
NOW, THEREFORE, in honor of these historical events, and in celebration of this year’s theme, “Our Youth, Our Investment in the Future”, I, 
LOLO M. MOLIGA, Governor of American Samoa, proclaim that Manu’a Islands Cession Day will be celebrated on Monday, July 17, 2017, for 
the observance of appropriate ceremonies, commemorating the raising of the Flag of the United States of America over Fale’ula, Ta’u, American 
Samoa. I further call upon the government and the people of American Samoa to join in a better future for the territory by vigorously supporting 
the efforts of our youth to achieve their goals and ideals.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby affix my signature and seal of my Office on this 11th day of July, in the year of our Lord, two thousand 
seventeen.

TALUAI, o Aperila 17, 1900, ma Iulai 14, 1904, o Matai o Tutuila ma Manu’a fa’aaloaloina, i lo latou tulaga o suli o tagata o ia Motu, ua fai ma sui 
o tagata e faia se maliliega e tu’uina atu ai Motu o Tutuila, Aunu’u ma Manu’a i le Malo o le Iunaite Sitete o Amerika fa’atasi ma aia e pulea ai 
mea totino i lea lava Malo, ma fa’ailoa ai o Tutuila ma Manu’a; ma,
TALUAI, o Matai o Tutuila ma Manu’a e fai ma sui o tagata o latou Motu ua malilie mo i latou ma o latou suli, e ala i le fa’asamoa i le ta’utinoga 
o le fa’amaoni i le Malo o le Iunaite Sitete; ma,
TALUAI, ua malie le Malo o le Iunaite Sitete e atina’e se Malo lelei ma le saogalemu, puipui aia fa’aleaganu’u ma mea totino a tagata Samoa, ma 
taulamua i le tausiga o le filemu ma le soifua lelei o tagata; ma
TALUAI, na fa’amautuina lenei maliliega e ala i le sisiina o le Fu’a o le Malo o Amerika, i le nofoaga o le Navy, i Tutuila, ma Faleula, Ta’u; ma
TALUAI, o le talitonuga o tatou tagata, a manuia a tatou fanau, ua mautinoa fo’i le saogalemu o lo tatou lumana’i ma a tatou aganu’u; ma
TALUAI, ua tele ni atina’e ua faia mo le lumana’i manuia o tatou tupulaga, e pei o le fa’atuina o le Matagaluega o Tupulaga ma Tama’ita’i, o le 
fausiaina o le Maota o Tupulaga, o le fa’afaigaluegaina o tupulaga i le taumafanafana, o le fa’atuina o le polokalama o le Fa’atamafai Se A’oga, 
ma le Boys and Girls Club o Amerika Samoa, polokalama e fa’afaigaluegaina ai i latou ua i’u ma le manuia mai taumafaiga i Iunivesite ma Kolisi 
i fafo, ma isi ; ma
TALUAI, a’o mafai pea ona tatou tu’ulima atu i tupulaga fesoasoani ese’ese e manuia ai, ua i o latou ‘aao fo’i lo tatou lumana’i, o i latou lava e 
sa’ilia; ma
TALUAI, i le fa’amamaluina o lenei aso, o le a tatou fa’amanatu ma taualoa ai a, “ tatou TUPULAGA o a tatou teuga’oa mo le lumana’i.”
O le ala lea, i le fa’amanatuina o lenei talafa’asolopito, ma le fa’amamaluina o le autu o lenei tausaga, “O tatou Tupulaga o a tatou teuga’oa 
mo le lumana’i “, O a’u o Lolo M. Moliga, Kovana o Amerika Samoa, ou te fa’alauiloa atu o le a fa’amanatuina le aso ole Fu’a a Manu’a i le Aso 
Gafua, Iulai 17, 2017, mo le fa’atinoga o sauniga taualoa, e fa’amanatu ai le sisiina o le Fu’a o le Malo Tele o Amerika i Faleula, Ta’u, Amerika 
Samoa.  Ma ou te vala’au atu fo’i  i le Malo ma tagata o Amerika Samoa ina ia lagolago i taumafaiga uma a Tupulaga ina ia taunu’u manuia o 
latou fa’amoemoega aua se lumana’i manuia o lo tatou Teritori.
Ua fa’amaonia, i le tu’uina o la’u saini ma le fa’amaufa’ailoga o lo’u ofisa i le aso 11 lenei o Iulai, i le tausaga o lo tatou Ali’i lua afe sefulu fitu.
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MOSOOI BUSINESS CENTER
New Commercial Building located in Tafuna adjacent to the 

Tradewinds Hotel now available for LEASE.
We welcome the private sector and/or government agencies.  

First and second floor units are available.
For more information please inquire at: mosooibctr@gmail.com.

AUTO NATION
NU’UULI: (684) 699-7168  FAGATOGO: (684) 633-2239 FAX: (684) 699-7175

Car Radio  
$39.99

Air Freshner  
$2.99

Seat Cover  
$29.99

200 Piece  
Tool Set  
$49.99

Everything 
in stock and  
special order  
10% OFF!

For our Fagatogo Branch 
NOW OPEN:

Mon-Fri: 1:00pm to 8:00pm
Saturday Closed

All sizes. Size 2 and big ones 
for Fa’alavelave.

Contact 252-5005 or 699-2652

PIGS FOR SALE

them wisely, because the government had argued 
for 5 years for each defendant. Patea reminded the 
defendants that this is the opportunity for them to 
change their lives and find employment. 

Pre-trial confinement for each defendant is 
counted towards their jail term.

(Original Samoan stories were published in the 
Samoa News Lali section Monday and yesterday.)

➧ Court Briefs…
Continued from page 3

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Donald Trump’s eldest son 
revealed Tuesday that he was 
eager to hear damaging infor-
mation about Hillary Clinton 
from the Russian government, 
disclosing a series of emails that 
marked the clearest sign to date 
that Trump’s campaign was 
willing to consider election help 
from a longtime U.S. adversary.

The email exchange posted 
to Twitter by Donald Trump Jr. 
showed him conversing with a 
music publicist who wanted him 
to meet with a “Russian govern-
ment attorney” who supposedly 
had dirt on Clinton as “part of 
Russia and its government’s 
support for Mr. Trump.” The 
messages reveal that Trump Jr. 
was told the Russian govern-
ment had information that could 
“incriminate” Clinton and her 
dealings with Russia.

“I love it,” Trump Jr. said in 
one email response.

As the emails reverber-
ated across the political world, 
Trump Jr. defended his actions 
in an interview with Fox News, 
blaming the decision to take the 
meeting on the “million miles 
per hour” pace of a presidential 
campaign and his suspicion that 
the lawyer might have infor-
mation about “underreported” 
scandals involving Clinton. 
Trump Jr. said the meeting 
“really went nowhere” and that 
he never told his father about it 
because there was “nothing to 
tell.”

“In retrospect I probably 
would have done things a little 
differently,” Trump Jr. said.

Democrats in Congress 
voiced outrage and insisted the 
messages showed clear collu-
sion, with California Rep. Adam 
Schiff, the top Democrat on the 
House intelligence committee, 
declaring that “all of the cam-
paign’s previous denials obvi-
ously now have to be viewed in 
a different context.”

Yet Republicans — who 
stand the most to lose politically 
from Trump’s Russia ordeal — 
did not join in the condemna-
tion. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said he was 
confident Senate investigators 
would “get to the bottom of 
whatever happened.” 

And Sen. Susan Collins, a 
Maine Republican on the intel-
ligence committee, cautioned 
that the emails were “only part 
of the picture.”

Trump Jr., who was deeply 
involved in his father’s presi-
dential campaign, portrayed 
his decision to release the 
emails as an effort “to be totally 
transparent.” In fact, they had 
already been obtained by The 
New York Times.

Hours after the son posted 
the emails, the father rose to his 
defense.

“My son is a high quality 
person and I applaud his trans-
parency,” the president said in 
a statement read to reporters 
by White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders. 
Although Sanders declined 
to answer questions about the 
emails, she stood by the White 
House’s longstanding insis-
tence that no one in Trump’s 
campaign colluded to influence 
the election.

The messages were the latest 
disclosure to roil the ongoing 
investigation into Russia’s 
interference in the election 
and potential collusion with 
Trump’s campaign. U.S. intel-
ligence agencies have said the 
Russian government meddled 
in the election through hacking 
to aid Trump.

As congressional com-
mittees and Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller investigate, the 
emails will almost certainly 
be reviewed for any signs of 
coordination with the Kremlin, 
which the White House and 
Trump Jr. have repeatedly said 
did not take place. 

A spokesman for Mueller, 
the former FBI director, 
declined to comment, citing the 
ongoing investigation.

In the emails — dated early 
June 2016, soon after Trump 
secured the GOP nomination — 
music publicist Rob Goldstone 
wrote to Trump Jr. to connect 
him to Russian attorney Natalia 
Veselnitskaya. Goldstone wrote 
that the information “would be 
very useful to your father.”

“If it’s what you say I love it 
especially later in the summer,” 
Trump Jr. replied in one of the 
emails. Days later, Veselnits-
kaya met with Trump Jr. on 
June 9 at Trump Tower in New 
York. Veselnitskaya has denied 
ever working for the Russian 
government.

The emails show Gold-
stone telling Trump that singer 
Emin Agalarov and his father, 
Moscow-based developer Aras 
Agalarov, had “helped along” 
the Russian government’s sup-
port for Trump. 

The elder Agalarov was 
involved with Trump in hosting 
the 2013 Miss Universe pageant 
in Moscow. The two men once 
also had preliminary discus-
sions about building a Trump 
Tower in Moscow, but they fell 
through. Trump also appeared in 
a music video with the younger 
Agalarov.

In his email, Goldstone said 
that the “Crown prosecutor of 
Russia” offered to provide the 
information on Clinton to the 

Trump campaign in a meeting 
with Aras Agalarov. There is 
no such royal title in the Rus-
sian Federation, but Gold-
stone — who is British — may 
have been referring to the title 
given to state prosecutors in the 
United Kingdom.

In Russia, the top justice offi-
cial is Prosecutor General Yury 
Chaika, the equivalent of the 
attorney general in the United 
States. Chaika is longtime con-
fidant of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and was directly 
appointed by him.

Representatives for the Agal-
arovs didn’t respond to requests 
for comment on Tuesday. 
Attempts to reach Chaika at his 
office were unsuccessful.

In one email, Goldstone 
said he could send the informa-
tion about Clinton to Trump’s 
father first directly “via Rhona” 
— an apparent reference to 
Rhona Graff, the elder Trump’s 
longtime assistant from his 
days at the helm of the Trump 
Organization.

Though the emails weren’t 
posted in full until Tuesday, 
word of their existence had 
emerged on Monday. 

In an interview with The 
Associated Press on Monday, 
Goldstone described the infor-
mation as purported evidence of 
illegal campaign contributions 
to the Democratic National 
Committee. It’s unclear what 
proof, if any, Veselnitskaya 
provided during the meeting.

Trump Jr.’s account of the 
meeting, its nature and purpose 
has evolved over the past sev-
eral days, giving further fuel 
to critics who say the president 
and those around him have not 
been forthcoming as the Russia 
saga has unfolded.

On Saturday, in his initial 
description of the encounter, 
Trump Jr. said it was a “short 
introductory meeting” focused 
on the disbanded program that 
had allowed American adop-
tions of Russian children. 
Moscow ended the adoptions 
in response to Magnitsky Act 
sanctions created in response to 
alleged human rights violations 
in Russia.

A day later, Trump Jr. 
changed his account, acknowl-
edging that he was told before-
hand that Veselnitskaya might 
have information “helpful” to 
the Trump campaign, and was 
told by her during the meeting 
that she had something about 
Clinton.

In his most recent description 
of what occurred, on Tuesday, 
Trump Jr. said he had believed 
the information he would hear 
about Clinton would be political 
opposition research.

Emails show Trump Jr. embraced 
help said to be from Kremlin 
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HONOLULU (AP) — A U.S. soldier who was 
recently arrested on terrorism charges expressed sup-
port for the Islamic State group as early as 2011, but 
remained in the Army for years while the military and 
the FBI investigated to determine whether he posed a 
threat, authorities said.

Sgt. 1st Class Ikaika Kang was taken into custody 
over the weekend after the 34-year-old veteran of 
deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan declared his loy-
alty to the terrorist group and exclaimed that he wanted 
to “kill a bunch of people,” according to authorities.

The case highlights the challenges investigators face 
with protecting the public from a potentially dangerous 
actor on one hand and gathering sufficient evidence to 
enable prosecution on the other.

Kang is on record making pro-Islamic State com-
ments and threatening to hurt or kill other service 
members back in 2011, according to an FBI affidavit 
filed Monday in federal court.

The Army revoked his security clearance in 2012, 
but gave it back to him the following year. 

Last year, the Army called the FBI when it 
“appeared that Kang was becoming radicalized,” the 
affidavit said.

Retired Army judge and prosecutor Col. Gregory 
A. Gross said he was perplexed that the Army allowed 
Kang to remain a soldier even after his favorable com-
ments toward the Islamic State group.

But Gross said the Army may have decided Kang 
was just mouthing off and was not a threat.

Gross served as the initial judge in the court martial 
of Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan, an Army psychiatrist who 
killed 13 people and wounded more than 30 in a 2009 
shooting at Fort Hood, Texas. 

He said Tuesday he was concerned by the similari-
ties between Kang and Hasan’s case.

“He was making all these statements, and giving 
these presentations,” said Gross, who is currently a 
civilian defense attorney for military service members.

Lt. Col. Curtis J. Kellogg, a spokesman for the 25th 
Infantry Division, declined to comment, citing the 
ongoing investigation.

Kang’s court-appointed lawyer, Birney Bervar, 
said his client may suffer from service-related mental 
health issues of which the government was aware but 
neglected to treat. 

He declined to elaborate.
Noel Tipon, an attorney in military and civilian 

courts, said there’s nothing in the Army manual on 

removing soldiers from the service that would address 
allegations like speaking favorably about a group like 
Islamic State.

He suspects the FBI wanted Kang to stay in the Army 
while they investigated whether he had collaborators.

“They probably said ‘let’s monitor it and see if we 
can get a real terrorist cell,’ “ said Tipon, who served in 
the Marine Corps.

The FBI said its investigation showed Kang was 
acting on his own.

Spokesman Arnold Laanui said the probe took 
nearly a year given the evidence that needed to be col-
lected and the constitutional rights that needed to be 
protected.

“These tend to be very meticulous and time-con-
suming matters,” Laanui said. Public safety, he said, 
was at the forefront of the case, he said.

The FBI outlined its evidence against Kang in a 
26-page affidavit filed Monday. 

It includes allegations Kang filmed a combat 
training video for Islamic State and bought a drone he 
believed would be sent to the Middle East to help the 
group’s fighters.

Agents said none of the military documents — 
classified and unclassified — Kang gave to people he 
believed were affiliated with Islamic State ever got to 
the group.

Kang’s father told Honolulu television station 
KHON and the Star-Advertiser newspaper his son may 
have had post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Kang told the newspaper he became concerned after 
his son’s return from Afghanistan. 

He said his son was withdrawn.
Kang enlisted in the Army in December 2001, just 

months after the Sept. 11 attacks. He served in South 
Korea from 2002 to 2003. 

He deployed to Iraq from March 2010 to February 
2011 and Afghanistan from July 2013 to April 2014.

Kang was scheduled to appear in court Thursday for 
a detention hearing.

Soldier supported Islamic State but remained in military 

In this Monday, July 10, 2017 photo, Clifford Kang, 
father of soldier Ikaika E. Kang, poses with photo of 
his son in Kailua, Hawaii.  Ikaika E. Kang, an active-
duty U.S. soldier, was arrested over the weekend 
on terrorism charges that accuse him of pledging 
allegiance to the Islamic State group and saying he 
wanted to “kill a bunch of people.” 

(Bruce Asato/The Star-Advertiser via AP)
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AVEGALIO PESAMINO AIGAMAUA

E’e ia I Puna o Ao ma Ulumatagi
Ma ia Noa Ulu le La o le Va’a a le Sanalala, 
I ou Paia Sausauo’o o Samoa
Mai ia i Papa o le Foafoaga o le Ologama’a, 
Mai Ulu Ao i Malaetele se’i pa’ia Si’u Ao i Analega
O Pa’ia ia ua Popo, o le pa e le solo, Ua taoto a’o se ala o’o
O le papa ‘ala e le gae’e, ae tumau e faavavau
Tulou, Tulou, Tulouna lava
O le Paia fo’i o le Aufaigaluega a le Atua, I so’o se Fata Faitaulaga
Ia Galu Fa’aope ia, Fa’agalu le fati o le Taisua
Tulou, Tulou, Tulouna lava
Ou te faatulou atu fo’i i le Paia o le Faigamalo a Tutuila ma Manu’a
Afio lau Afioga i le Kovana Sili
Susu le Lutena Kovana
Fa’apea le Paia Maualuga o le Tafa Tolu o le Malo a Tutuila ma Manu’a
Tulou, Tulou, Tulouna lava
Tulouna fo’i le faafofoga tapua’i mai ia Tumua ma Pule
Ituau ma Alataua, Aiga i le Tai ma le Va’a o Fonoti
Tama ma o latou Aiga, Aiga ma o latou Tama
Tulou, Tulou, Tulouna lava
Ua ou tu nei i magaala, ma ou tepa i le Ulu La, i le fale o le Tautai  
sa faatonutonu Folau, ma faatautaia ai le folauga o Aiga
Ae Talofa ua leai, ua mo’ou atu, ua emo le uila sa, ua pa le pa tasi
Ua fati sisina le Galu nai Apolima, ae ua fati Toto le Galu nai Manono
Ua solo le Maugaoali’i, ua punitia Vaipuna o Punamai ma Punaloa
Ua matutu fo’i Tafega o le Vaitafe i le Gaoa
Ua mavaevae le Papaloa, ua tusipa le Niuaveve
Aue, ua maliliu Toa, ua maumau ai Aupega o le Taua
Ua lelea le Taualuga, ua gau le Poutu
Ua Malepe le Maota i Aupuna, ua ta’ape Papa
Ua gasosolo ao, ua faoa le Tao ma le Uatogi

Sunrise: November 8, 1936 ~ Entered into Glory: June 17, 2017

Job 19:25-26 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall 
stand at last on the earth; And after my skin is destroyed, this i 
know, That in my Flesh, I shall see God. 

THURSDAY 10:00 am:  
Church Service at LBJ Medical Center Chapel, from there his 
body will be transported to Faaita’s Guest House in Auma, Leone 
(Next door to Aigamaua Residence)

FRIDAY 10:00 am:  
Mass at Koluse Paia Catholic Church, Leone followed by Burial 
Service at Petelo Residence in Leone.

Ua aoa le Lagi, ua Tu’ua le Malo, i le Afioga i le Ati Ma’opu ia 
Avegalio
Ua lagia ai nei le malae i Laloifi ma le Falesau ma le Faleomavaega
E afio ai Tuitele o le Faatuiolemotu
Susu ai Faiivae o le Maluolefale
Alalata’i ai i la’ua Tama Matua, Olo ma Leoso
Afio ai Avegalio, o le Ati Ma’opu, 
Susu ai Tuiteleleapaga ma le Afioga i Ma’ava
Le Fetalaiga ia Salave’a ma Salave’a
Fiu ma Maiava
Ma le paia ia Fofo
Ua lagia fo’i le malae o Vevesi, E afio ai Satele le alo o Salamasina
Susu ai maopu ma le tamaitai, Tagaloa ma Tupuivao
Alalata’i i la’ua Vaomatua Faga ma Lealao
Le fetalaiga ia Avaletalia ma Tiapula, ma le mamalu i le 
Samatuafaiga
Ma upu ia te oe le Vaifanua
Ua lagia fo’i Malae o Toto’a, Afio lau Afioga le na Mua i ao, Galea’i
Susu Faleifa, Susu Ma’opu ma le Samatua
Le fetalaiga i To’oto’o, ma le paia ia oe le Fitiuta
Ua lagia fo’i Malaetele, Afifo le Afioali’i ma le Usoali’i
Le Fetalaiga i To’oto’o, ma le Paia i le Faletolu
Ua lagia fo’i Talamoa, Afio le Malelega Lau Afioga Tuiolosega
Susu Usoali’i ma Ao, le Fetalaiga i To’oto’o, Malemo ma Malaepule
Susu le Toga, Lau Afioga Ape me le To’oto’o o Niuatoa
Ma le paia ia te oe le Olosega
Ua lagia fo’i Gagamoe aua so matou Paolo Tupu
Afio lau Afioga Mauga, o le Ma’oputasi
Susu Tei ma Anoalo
Matua ma Nofofanau ma Anoalo i Fale
Le Fetalaiga a Tuaolo ma le Falefa
Ma le Paia i le Launiunasaelua

O LE POROKALAMA
ASO TOFI - Iulai 13, 2017 - 10:00 am: O le a faia ai lona 
sauniga amata i le malumalu o le maota gasegase. A mae’a, 
ona polesesio atu lea o lona tino maliu i lona maota i aupuga 
i Auma, e osiosi ai lona lagi.
ASO FARAILE - Iulai 14, 2017 - 7:00 am: O le fitu i le taeao 
o le feiloaiga ma si o matou paolo tupu. O le sefulu i le taeao 
lava, o le toe sauniga o lona falelauasina, le taulaga paia o le 
misasa, i le malumalu Koluse Paia Leone, Ekalesia Katoliko 
Roma. A mae’a, ona tu’uina atu lea o lona tino maliu i lona 
oliolisaga tumau. 
“Le Auauna lelei e, ma le faamaoni, ina ulufale maia i le fiafia 
o lou Ali’i” - Mataio 25:23
Ma le faaaloalo lava, ua sainia e le Faletua ia Wilhelmina 
Aigamaua ma le fanau, ma le aiga potopoto Sa Avegalio
Soifua
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by Sara Vui-Talitu, Senior 
Journalist- RNZ

July 6, 2017 — The passing 
away of Seiuli Tuilagi Allan 
Alo Vaai is bringing together 
many people from different 
walks of life to pay tribute to a 
life lived to the fullest.

Known as one of the most 
creative and flamboyant chore-
ographers in the Pacific, he was 
also a multi-talented dancer, 
director and pioneer of the arts.

Seiuli had worked hard to 
set up the Samoa Arts Council 
when he was diagnosed with 
Stage 4 cancer last year.

His last projects included 
work on a Samoa Fashion 
Week last year, and he opened 
Samoa’s first official dance 
space.

In his youth he studied in 
New Zealand before heading 
back to the region to start a 
Bachelor degree in Expres-
sive Arts with the University 
of the South Pacific (USP) and 
founded the Oceania Dance 
Theatre.

Seiuli produced many shows 
for the likes of the Teuila Fes-
tival, Hip Hop Challenges, 
the Small Islands Developing 
Nations conference to name a 
few.

He was also the Director for 
the USP Outreach Programme 
in Samoa and launched the 
Samoa Arts Council.

Samoa Arts Council vice 
president, Saumaiafe Dr 
Vanya Taule’alo said as well 
as working together, they were 
great friends.

Samoa is the poorer for his 
untimely passing, though he 
lived longer than what doctors 
had anticipated, he said.

“He had a huge shock and so 
did everybody else that his time 
on earth might be quite limited 
but he was incredibly positive 
and he had a strong belief in 
God and he just thought he’d be 
cured, and so it’s very sad.”

Saumaiafe said and he was 
such an advocate for show-
casing Samoan culture, tradi-
tional and contemporary perfor-
mance art forms and he engaged 
the youth.

“He was very loving and 
caring to youth that he men-
tored to students in both Fiji 
and Samoa. If anything, I think 
his legacy will be watching 
them grow develop and some of 
the Fijiian dancers have devel-
oped arts schools of their own 
for dance, and this will be his 
legacy.”

The director of Pacific Dance 
New Zealand, Sefa Enari said in 
a recent interview together, that 
he wanted to give more oppor-
tunities for local Samoans to 
collaborate and travel.

“I think that the Pacific cul-
ture and modern arts, is really 
in focus with his passing and 

I think we take it for granted 
that people are going to be here 
forever to support the growth 
of the arts within the Pacific as 
well as New Zealand.

“I think he’s done a tremen-
dous job for the Samoan people 
and it is gonna be a real huge loss 
for the Pacific region as well as 
the Samoan community.”

Family member Sam Sefuiva 
said there were two key things 
that his cousin was passionate 
about.

“One was to do with faaf-
afine in terms of their plight, 
and their lifestyle, and putting 
it out there about contemporary 
faafafine in Samoa society”, he 
said. 

“The second is one that 

®The New “McAiga ” 
Breakfast Platters 

Tributes flow for 
Samoan pioneer 

of the arts

One of Seiuli Tuilagi Allan Alo Vaai’s pieces being performed 
[Photo: Supplied/ Samoa Arts Council]

(Continued on page 13)
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result of the public auctions.
Referring to the vehicles, 

Asalele said the highest they’ve 
seen a vehicle sell for is $8,000 
and the lowest was about $700. 
She said some of the vehicles 
sold are still running. “We see 
some of those cars on the road 
today.”

According to her, those who 
come by to inspect vehicles 
usually drive off the lot once 
they win the bid. “These people 
come in with everything from 
tires to steering wheels, and 
once they find out they’ve won, 
they fix the problem right then 
and there, and end up driving 
away.”nShe pointed out that 
contrary to popular belief, it 
isn’t just the mechanics who 
come by to purchase the used 
vehicles for parts. “It’s much 
bigger than that. Everyone from 
the community comes out and 
that’s what makes this even 
better. It’s open to everyone and 
anyone.”

She said commercial coolers, 
stoves, and other equipment — 
mostly from the School Lunch 
Program — are usually picked 
up by business owners who find 
that buying the items second-
hand saves them a lot of money. 
Samoa News witnessed a local 
business owner yesterday 
browsing through the convec-
tion oven section and inquiring 
about the stand-up coolers.

Asalele reminds everyone 
that all the items on display and 
up for auction are sold on an ‘as 
is’ basis, meaning even her and 

her staff do not know if the office 
equipment and electronics, like 
copy machines, computers, and 
flat screen television sets, are in 
operable condition.

All items come with their 
own individual ‘lot number’ 
and there is a minimum bid 
requirement. For example, one 
of the vehicles up for auction 
is a 2004 Ford Van that comes 
with a minimum bid of $300.

Rules and regulations are in 
place to ensure that everything 
goes smoothly. For example, 
bidders must be 18 years old 
or older, and bidders who bid 
below the minimum will be 
warned. Falling below the min-
imum bid twice will result in the 
bidder being asked to leave the 
premises immediately and they 
will be suspended from bidding 
for five years.

Any bids provided by the 
bidder for the remaining lots 
will be disqualified and all of 
the bidders 10% will not be 
awarded but instead, used for 
OPM auction expenses.

Winning bidders may make 
full payment on auction day, 
otherwise, they have five days 
to pay up.  Payments must be 
made in form of cash or check, 
which will be verified by the 
Treasury Department’s Rev-
enue Division.

More information on the 
Public Auction can be obtained 
by calling 699-6530/6535/6537 
or 733-0311 ask for survey 
supervisor, Jeralin Fa’auila 
Logoai.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

LBJ TROPICAL MEDICAL CENTER
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

Summary:
This is the entry level. The employee works in a learning capacity performing a range of 
respiratory therapy technician assignments under close supervision. Able to perform clerical 
and clinical tasks and reports to the Manager/Clinical Coordinator.
Essential Duties and Responsibilities:

•	 It	is	the	responsibility	of	the	Respiratory	Technician	to	perform	his/her	duties	as	
prescribed in a professional manner.

•	 Nebulizes,	suctions,	and	collects	sputum	using	naso-tracheal	suction	catheter
•	 Performs	a	respiratory	assessment	by	listening	to	lung	sounds
•	 Sets	up,	operates	and	adjust	oxygen	therapy	equipment	and	humidifiers
•	 Performs	electrocardiograms	and	arterial	blood	gases
•	 Places	monitors,	and	removes	patients	from	ventilators	according	to	physician	orders
•	 Assists	in	ordering,	maintaining	and	monitoring	inventory	of	supplies	and	equipment	

needed to administer respiratory therapy treatment
•	 Disassembles,	cleans,	and	sterilizes	respiratory	therapy	equipment	according	to	policies	

and procedures
•	 Able	to	read	and	understand	physician	orders	prior	to	the	initiation	of	any	respiratory	

therapy order and for precisely following physician orders pertaining to respiratory 
therapy

•	 Reports	to	his/her	Supervisor,	the	physician	and	nursing	personnel	his/her	assessments	
of changes on patient’s condition or response to respiratory treatments as appropriate

•	 Responsible	for	documentations	of	all	care	performed	on	patients	pertaining	to	
respiratory therapy.

•	 Restocks	respiratory	therapy	equipment	on	the	wards	and	clinics
•	 Performs	related	work	as	assigned

Minimum Qualifications/Requirements
•	 Associate	of	Science	Degree	and	preferably	on	Allied	Health	
•	 Valid	and	Current	BLS	Certification
•	 Physically	and	mentally	capable	to	perform	assigned	duties
•	 Must	have	good	communication	and	technical	skills
•	 Committed	to	supporting	hospital	mission	and	core	values

Deadline for filing applications with the LBJ Office of Human Resources will be at July 21, 
4:00 pm.  Application forms are available at the Office of Human Resources. 

The	Department	of	Human	Resources	is	accepting	applications	for	the	following	position.		

Job Title:        RESPIRATORY THERAPY TECH (2)
Department: Cardiopulmonary Services
Reports to: Manager
Salary: $ 11,387.00 - $ 12,975.00  

About two dozen cars, vans, trucks, and heavy machinery are being auctioned off this week, as 
part of a Public Auction being conducted by the ASG Office of Property Management. PMO Deputy 
Director Poleen Asalele told Samoa News yesterday that interested bidders can view the vehicles and 
even bring their own mechanics to conduct an inspection before placing a bid.

[photo: Blue Chen-Fruean]

➧ Govt Auction…
Continued from page 1

Some of the copy machines being auctioned off this week at the 
Office of Property Management. Items like used office equipment, 
kitchen appliances, jet skis and vehicles are being sold for pennies 
on the dollar during the auction.

[photo: Blue Chen-Fruean]



samoa news, Wednesday, July 12, 2017  Page 11  

5TH ANNUAL MEMORIAL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Saturday, July 15, 2017 @ 7:00AM - SHOTGUN

TOURNAMENT FORMAT:
2 MEN TEAM @ $250 PER TEAM, 3 TEAMS IN A GROUP

HOLES/SPONSORSHIP @ $100 PER HOLE

Team and Individual Winners will be based on Net Score, using the Callaway 
System, so every team and individual will have a fair and an honest chance to win!

RAFFLE PRICE:  $5
PRIZES:

Hawaiian Air and Polynesian Airlines Tickets, Cases of Wahoo/Tuna
Weedeater, Weekend at Sadies by the Sea, Also CASH PRIZES!

BUFFET LUNCH AND FREE DRINKS FOR THE PLAYERS
Entertainment by Ulale, Chico, Peta, Vaito’a and guest singers

For more information, please contact Chande Lutu-Drabble at 733-5150,  
email taalolo@hotmail.com or Alofia Afalava @731-1844

PROCEEDS FROM THE TOURNAMENT WILL GO TO HELP THE  
AMERICAN SAMOA JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAM



past tuna fishing activities in 
the areas now designated as 
a Monument have led to any 
decline in stocks, or caused 
any negative impact at all.”  Tri 
Marine requests that a process 
begin to remove the restric-
tions on commercial fishing for 
tuna in the Monument outside 
50 nautical miles from shore 
and to affirm that tuna shall be 
managed either pursuant to the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act bottom-
up process or through conserva-
tion and management measures 
adopted by the Commission 
and implemented by the United 
States. 

Tri Marine last December 

shut down its Samoa Tuna 
Processors cannery operations 
in American Samoa, saying it 
was temporary.  And, late last 
month, Tri Marine said in a 
statement that the company was 
continuing to explore options 
for the cannery, including an 
arrangement with another oper-
ator to reopen the facility.

Meanwhile, the US Com-
merce Department on June 
26th issued a notice that it was 
seeking public comments pur-
suant to the President’s execu-
tive order, “Implementing an 
America-First Offshore Energy 
Strategy,” signed on April 28th. 

The federal agency has been 

conducting a review of all des-
ignations and expansions of 
National Marine Sanctuaries 
and Marine National Monu-
ments since April 28, 2007. The 
notice identifies eleven National 
Marine Sanctuaries and Marine 
National Monuments subject to 
the review.   Among the eleven 
identified in the notice is the 
National Marine Sanctuary 
of American Samoa and the 
PRIMNM. 

Details of the notice can be 
found online at www.regula-
tions.gov and comments may 
be submitted no later than July 
26, 2017.
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“The biggest challenge for this administration 
is to expand our revenue base,” he said, adding 
that this can be achieved through the revenue 
measures submitted to the Fono. The governor 
again reiterated what he told the Fono on Monday 
that American Samoa must now depend on itself 
and less on the federal government.

He told directors, “don’t be afraid to make deci-
sions that will be beneficial to the community”.

Other issues on the cabinet meeting agenda 
were the 2018 fiscal year budget update and the 
Manu’a Cession Day, or Manu’a Flag Day.

FY 2018 BUDGET UPDATE
ASG Office of Planning and Budget deputy 

director Aokuso Satia gave an update on the 
status of the final FY 2018 budget, which he says 
is being finalized and 90% of the budget submis-
sions from ASG agencies and departments are 
already received. 

If any department or agency wants additional 
money, over the ceiling already set by the gov-
ernor, Satia said there isn’t any money left. 

(The budget ceiling is 90% of the approved 
FY 2017 budget — for local revenues.)

Lolo pointed out that the budget book should 
go to the ASG Print Shop later next week and for 
all agencies to ensure that all their submissions 
are done by this Friday. 

At the same time, they can submit a supple-
mental proposal for other needs of the depart-
ment or office, and this will be provided to the 
Fono as well, Lolo said. 

MANU’A FLAY DAY
Regarding the Manu’a Cession Day, which is 

July 16th and falls on a Sunday this year, Manu’a 
District Governor Laolagi F.S. Vaeao said it will 
be a one-day event set for next week Monday, 
July 17th on Ta’u island. 

With the government’s current financial con-
dition, Laolagi said the program is scaled back, 
with only the flag raising ceremony and other 
small events on the agenda.  While certain VIPs as 
well as the governor, will fly to Ta’u on Monday 
morning for the ceremony, the rest will be sailing 
on the MV Sili, over the weekend, according to 
information announced at the cabinet meeting. 

The governor is expected to release soon an 
official general memorandum declaring Monday, 
an ASG holiday. The governor’s proclamation 
for Manu’a Cession Day is published in today, 
tomorrow and Friday’s editions of Samoa News.

Samoa News will report later this week on 
other issues from the cabinet meeting including 
the Governor’s Adopt-A-School Program pre-
sentation and the reason ASDOE officials were 
present yesterday.v

(Photos: Blue)
Cricket Games, CCCAS Pulega Sua 

(July 1 & 4, 2017)

➧ AG and Gov call for support…
Continued from page 1

➧ Tri Marine seeking to remove…
Continued from page 2

[l-r] Manu’a District Governor, Laolagi F.S. Vaeao; Paramount Builders Inc., president Papali’i 
Lauli’i Alofa and Public Works director Faleosina Voigt last Friday morning inside the newly dedi-
cated $4.6 million ASPA Operations Center building in Tafuna.

[photo: FS]
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
FINANCE MANAGER

American Samoa
Overview
We are a multi-national group involved in manufacturing, sourcing and distributing consumer goods across the Pacific 
Region. We distribute our own products as well as 3rd party branded products in American Samoa.
As we expand our global footprint we require a new finance role based in Pago Pago to support the CFO and local 
business unit head.  The role will encompass financial control, business analysis, forecasting, as well as day to day 
financial operations. This is a great opportunity for a finance professional to build on their broad financial skills within a 
small but dynamic organization.
Specific responsibilities
• Ownership of local entity Accounts on daily/ weekly/ monthly basis, control and safeguarding of assets including 

inventories and receivables. 
• Full responsibility of delivering reliable and accurate monthly financials on timely basis.
• Weekly stocktake ensuring accuracy of physical and system records guaranteeing no pilferage.
• Responsible for maintenance and upkeep of warehouse, ensuring all containers received are cleared on timely 

basis, stocks are maintained at optimum level, any upcoming shelf life expiries tracked and reported on timely basis.
• Controlling costs, ensuring costs within budget and monthly reconciliations of various balance sheet items.
• Year-End audit coordination & group financial statements preparation.
• Assist CFO/ Business Unit head in data/information and adhoc projects as may be required.
Requirements
• Degree in Accountancy / Finance or equivalent. 
• 3 to 5 years related experience, commercial experience given higher weightage.
• Strong analytical skills and technical knowledge. 
• Attention to detail and the ability to meet timelines, strict adherence to processes.
• Experience on large ERP Systems. 
• Ability to multi-task in a fast-paced environment and deliver objectives within a rigid timeline.
• Team player, as well as ability to work autonomously, and be proactive with strong problem solving and 

organizational skills. 
• Good analytical, written and verbal communication skills
Email resume over to financeapplicant2017@gmail.com.

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

PUBLIC AUCTION
The Office of Property Management announces its Public Auction of 
various items.  Items that are declared as survey items by different 
Government Department/Agencies at AS IS BASIS.  Items such 
as: vehicles, stake trucks, boats, jet skies, convention ovens, office 
equipments, and many more.  The public is invited for viewing starting 
July 10 to July 12, 2017 from 9:00 am to 3:30 p.m.

WHERE: Tafuna, Office of Property Management

WHEN: Thursday, July 13, 2017

 TIME: 8:30 AM
Bid forms are available at the Office of Property Management, Tafuna 
during normal working hours starting July 10 to July 12, 2017 from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  All bids shall be sealed and include 10% of the bidding 
price when you submit your bid.  All BIDS are to be turned in to Poleen 
Natia Asalele – Asst. Chief on July 13, 2017 no later than 11:30 am

Closing Date and Time: July 13, 2017 - 11:30 AM

Opening Date and Time: July 13, 2017 -12:00 (NOON)

BIDDERS ARE WELCOME TO WITNESS THE OPENING OF BIDS

For additional information contact: Jeralin Fa’auila Logoai – Survey 
Supervisor @ 699-6505/733-0311 or 699-6537

Fa’afetai tele,

Malo L. Niumata
CPMO

people saw him as a dancer but 
he was also a choreographer, 
a producer, and a champion of 
the arts and in particular dance, 
and he really pushed all ele-
ments and spheres of dance in 
the Pacific.”

Seiuli was a strong advocate 
for HIV work in the Pacific and 
he was also very proud to be a 
faafafine, with many giving tes-
tament to his hard work.

Sam Sefuiva said he’d light 
up any room.

“He filled a room when he 
walked into it, but he also made 
sure that people who didn’t 
have a voice were given a voice. 
He was just a natural person-
ality who was able to inject a 
confidence and participation for 
all of those people he met and a 
really nice guy.”

Seiuli was from the villages 
of Falealupo, Vaisala, Asau, 
Safotu, Fogapoa, Fatausi and 

Samatau. He is the youngest 
child of seven for Alapati Alo 
Va’ai and Sofaea Tanielu Alo 
Vaa’i.

He died the day before his 
43rd birthday, surrounded by 
loved ones in New Zealand, and 
flown to Samoa for burial.

Samoa News attended Sei-
uli’s opening of Samoa’s first 
official dance space, last year, 
which was also a fundraiser for 
the studio, that was a joint effort 
between the private sector and 
the government.

 He and his group also per-
formed during the 2016- 17 
Miss Samoa Pageant allowing a 
glimpse of Seiuli’s strong com-
mitment to championing the 
arts, via dance in the Pacific. 

Samoa News offer its 
deepest condolences to Seiuli’s 
family for the loss of a loved 
one, and to Samoa for the loss 
of one of its greatest pioneers.

➧ Tributes flowt…
Continued from page 9

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) 
— President Donald Trump’s 
commission on election fraud 
is telling states to hold off on 
providing detailed voter infor-
mation in the face of increasing 
legal challenges.

The commission had given 
states until July 14 to provide 
data including names, birth 
dates and partial Social Secu-
rity numbers, but in an email 
Monday, the panel’s desig-
nated officer told states to hold 
off until a judge rules on a 
lawsuit filed by the Electronic 
Privacy Information Center in 
Washington.

In its initial filings in that 
case, the commission said it 
planned to collect the data via 
a Department of Defense file 
exchange program. After the 
privacy group said that system 
was neither secure nor approved 
to collect such information, the 
commission said the director 
of White House information 
technology would repurpose 
an existing system instead, and 
information already sent by 
Arkansas through the defense 
department program would be 
deleted.

“The Commission may not 
play ‘hide the ball’ with the 
nation’s voter records,” the 
group wrote. “With such vast 
demands for personal infor-
mation come commensurate 
responsibilities to provide secu-
rity and privacy, and to comply 
with all legal obligations. 
Surely that is fundamental for 
an organization charged with 
promoting ‘election integrity.’”

The commission, which has 
until July 17 to respond to the 
amended complaint, has argued 
that there is nothing wrong with 
one government entity sharing 

public information with another 
and that the privacy group has 
not made a case that any of its 
members would be harmed by 
it.

Trump, a Republican, cre-
ated the commission in May to 
investigate his allegations —
offered without evidence — that 
millions of people voted ille-
gally in 2016. The White House 
on Monday announced that 
Trump plans to add two more 
members: J. Christian Adams, 
a columnist for the conservative 
site PJ Media and author of a 
book about the “racial agenda” 
of President Barack Obama’s 
administration’s Justice Depart-
ment; and Alan Lamar King, a 
probate judge in Alabama.

Democrats blast the commis-
sion as a biased panel bent on 
voter suppression, and 17 states 
and the District of Columbia 
are refusing to comply with 
the commission’s request. 
Many others plan to provide 
only limited publicly available 
information.

At a news conference in 
Washington on Tuesday, Dem-
ocratic lawmakers argued that 
the commission’s aim is to sup-
press voting rather than to root 
out fraud, 

They said they worry the 
data will become a clearing-
house for hackers.

“The private information of 
millions and millions of Amer-
ican citizens would be put out 
there for all to see,” said Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., who 
joined other members of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee in 
sending a letter to U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions ques-
tioning whether the administra-
tion has the legal authority to 
request voter information.

Voter fraud panel 
tells states to hold 
off on sending data 
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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— The pilot of an Air Canada 
plane carrying 140 passengers 
made a last-minute maneuver 
to avoid landing on a taxiway 
at San Francisco International 
Airport where four passenger 
jets were lined up to take off.

Federal officials said 
Tuesday they are investigating 
why the pilot mistakenly made 
his approach toward the taxiway 
instead of the runway just to the 
left. 

An air traffic controller 
ordered the Airbus 320 to abort 
and circle for another landing, 
which it did without incident 
Friday night.

Aviation-safety consultant 
Todd Curtis said it was “defi-
nitely a serious event since a 
landing on an active taxiway 
could lead to a catastrophic 
accident.”

In audio posted on liveatc.
net, which records flight com-
munications, the pilot on the 
plane from Toronto and the air 
traffic controller sounded calm 
as the close call unfolded.

At first, the pilot said he sees 
“some lights on the runway,” 
apparently alluding to planes on 
the taxiway, the aviation equiv-
alent of feeder roads that planes 
use to roll between runways and 
terminals.

The controller assures the 
pilot there is no one on the 
runway. 

Seconds later, another voice 
— apparently one of the pilots 
on the taxiway — interjects, 
“Where’s this guy going? He’s 
on the taxiway.”

The controller orders the 
Air Canada jet to “go around,” 
and the pilot acknowledges the 
command.

Roughly 30 seconds later, 
a United Airlines pilot on the 
taxiway says the jet “flew 
directly over us.”

Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration spokesman Ian Gregor 
would not comment on how 
close Air Canada Flight 759 
came to disaster, citing his 
agency’s ongoing investigation.

The National Transportation 
Safety Board also will review 
what happened.

“Any time you have an inci-
dent where there’s a potential 
for a catastrophic event, we take 
an interest,” spokesman Keith 
Holloway said.

It is rare for pilots to mis-
take a taxiway for a runway, 
and when it happens, it usually 
involves small planes at smaller 
airports. 

Taxiways do not have the 
same distinctive markings and 
lighting as runways.

Earlier this year, actor Har-
rison Ford flew over an airliner 
and landed his small plane on 
a taxiway at John Wayne Air-
port in Southern California. The 

FAA did not sanction Ford.
Collisions on the ground are 

particularly dangerous because 
planes waiting to take off are 
loaded with fuel. 

The worst crash in aviation 
history occurred in 1977 when a 
KLM Boeing 747 taking off in 
the Canary Islands plowed into 
a Pan Am 747 that was waiting 
to take off; 583 people died in 
the crash and fires.

In December 2015, an 
Alaska Airlines Boeing 737 
landed on a central taxiway at 
Seattle-Tacoma International 
Airport. 

No one was injured.
The San Francisco incident, 

which Air Canada says it too is 
examining, was first reported 
Monday by the Bay Area News 
Group.

It happened in clear weather 
and with the pilot — not the 
plane’s autopilot — in con-
trol. Under these “visual flight 
rules,” pilots must distinguish 
between runways and taxiways 
using their eyes, experience and 
available data from onboard 
computers.

Curtis, the safety consul-
tant, said it was impossible to 
know how often commercial 
pilots line up their landing for 
a taxiway instead of a runway 
because government databases 
only capture that if there is an 
accident or serious incident.

Other aviation safety experts 
noted that while safety systems 
did work in the end, the inci-
dent was serious and could have 
been calamitous.

Investigators will focus on 
“how did this series of errors 
occur, and why didn’t safe-
guards kick in earlier than they 
did?” said John Cox, a safety 
consultant and retired airline 
pilot.

Cox said it was likely that 
even if the air traffic control-
lers didn’t order the Air Canada 
plane to pull up and make 
another approach, the crew 
would have seen planes on the 
taxiway in time to avoid landing 
on them.

He said pilots practice low-
altitude go-arounds and can 
perform them even 20 or 30 feet 
above the ground.

Investigators will be able 
to determine the Air Canada 
plane’s altitude and exact 
location using the flight-data 
recorder.

Chris Manno, an American 
Airlines pilot for 32 years who 
regularly lands in San Fran-
cisco, agreed that a crash was 
unlikely even without a com-
mand to go around.

The pilot “is not just blindly 
going to say, ‘I’m going to land 
on these aircraft,’” Manno said.

A spokesman for San Fran-
cisco’s airport declined to 
comment.

DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE
Project Notification & Review System

Legal Notice
PNRS SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

July 19, 2017
Notice is hereby given that the Department of Commerce/American Samoa Coastal Management Program has received a 
Land Use Permit Application from the following individuals.   
1. Shalom & Helen Tavita .................................................................................................................. 17-4731-L
 Proposal for new construction with utilities and septic tank - Malae’imi
2. J.V Fuamatu Fuamatu ................................................................................................................... 17-4759-L         
 Proposal for land filling - Afao
3. MHJ Development Comp c/o Gerhard Haleck ........................................................................... 17-4766-LVB
 Proposal for repair to commercial structure - Pago Pago
4. DOE/ECE c/o DPW  ...................................................................................................................17-4785-L(Aoa) 
 Federal Consistency Certification, extension and new construction with utilities 17-4786-L(Nua)
  17-4787-L(Lauli’i) 
  17-4788-L(Vatia) 
  17-4789-L(Aunuu)
5. Mathew Failauga ............................................................................................................................17-4765-L
 Proposal to renew Lupa$14-2577-L) Dry Litter Piggery - Pava’ia’i 
Persons interested in or affected by a proposed project, are invited to review the project file and provide comments 
based on environmental issues, by contacting Aokusotino Mao at 633-5155, at the Department of Commerce in Utulei 
during regular ASG working hours.  Public comments must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 18, 
2017.  Interested individuals are also invited to attend a Public Hearing at 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 19, 2017 at DOC 
Conference Room, on the 2nd Floor of the Executive Office Building in Utulei.
O lo’o iai i le Ofisa o Fa’afetauaina ni talosaga mo Pemita e Fa’atagaina ai le Fa’aaogaina o Fanua ma Laueleele e tusa ma 
ala o le Tulafono.  A iai se tasi e fa’asea pe fia tusia se molimau i ni afaina o le si’osi’omaga pe a galueaina nei galuega, 
telefoni mai ia Aokusotino Mao i le 633-5155.  E mafai fo’i ona e auai i le fono a le Komiti Fa’afoe ia Iulai 19, 2017, ile itula 
e 9 ile taeao.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES AND BASIC DUTIES
•	 Responsible	for	maintaining	the	premises	at	the	Lumana’i;	Bank	building	located	in	Pago	Pago	and	the	old	site	

for	Rainmaker	Hotel.
•	 Perform	minor	and	routine	maintenance	work	such	as	painting,	plumbing,	electric	wiring,	carpentry,	replacing	

lights,	and	cleaning	air-conditioners.
•	 Able	to	do	some	lifting	of	at	least	50lbs	with	no	problem.
•	 Must	be	physically	fit	for	outdoor	work
•	 Must	be	able	to	operate	light	gas	operate	machines	such	as	weed	eaters,	lawn	mower,	chain	saw,	and	similar	

equipment.
•	 Must	be	able	to	provide	own	transportation	to	and	from	work.
•	 If	warranted,	must	be	able	to	perform	various	housekeeping	and	cleaning	tasks	including:

•	 Sweeping,	mopping,	waxing,	and	polishing	floors	of	bank’s	head	office	and	Lumanai	building	office.
•	 Vacuuming	and	spot	cleaning	carpets.	
•	 Cleaning	and	washing	walls	and	ceilings
•	 Dusting	and	polishing	office	furniture,	fixtures,	and	equipment.
•	 Cleaning	and	maintaining	supplies	in	the	restrooms.
•	 Empting	trash	and	garbage	containers.

•	 Wash	and	clean	DBAS	office	vehicles	as	required.	
•	 Maintain	assigned	yard	space	around	bank’s	head	office,	including	cutting	trees,	trimming	grass,	and	collecting	

garbage.	
•	 Notify	Facility	Manager	the	necessity	for	any	major	repairs.
•	 Assist	bank	staff	to	reorganize	office	furniture	and	equipment	as	needed.
•	 ASG	valid	private	driver’s	license	is	recommended	by	not	required.
•	 Performed	any	other	duties	assigned	by	Facility	Manager	or	President.	

DEVELOPMENT BANK 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

P. O. Box 9, Pago Pago A.S.  96799
Office: (684) 633-4031  •  Fax: (684) 633-1163  •  Website: www.dbas.as

Development Bank of American Samoa  
is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer

POSITION: MAINTENANCE

EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE 
QUALIFICATION:

SKILLS/ABILITIES:

•	 High	School	Diploma	or	Associates	Degree	or	Certificate	of	proficiency	in	
Carpentry	with	two	to	five	(2-5)	years	of	relevant	experience.

•	 Professional	appearance	and	attitude.
•	 Ability	to	operate	office	cleaning	equipment	and	mechanical	tools.
•	 Knowledge	of	carpentry,	electrical,	painting,	and	plumbing	work	is	recommended.

QUALIFICATIONS

Please	submit	your	Resume	&	Application	to	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa		
located	in	Pago	Pago	-	2nd	floor.		This job posting will expire Friday – July 14, 2017. 

Abort! Airliner nearly 
lands on other San 
Francisco planes 
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Police used cadaver dogs, a 
backhoe and other construc-
tion equipment Tuesday to help 
search a sprawling farm for four 
missing men believed to be vic-
tims of foul play. A prosecutor, 
meanwhile, described a man 
who was held on an unrelated 
gun charge, but has since been 
released on bail, as a person of 
interest in the investigation.

District Attorney Matthew 
Weintraub said bail was set at 
$1 million Monday for Cosmo 
DiNardo, whose family owns 
the farmland and another prop-
erty that was searched, because 
he was considered a flight risk. 
But Weintraub did not call him 
a suspect and cautioned there is 
often a “chasm” between being 
called a “person of interest” 
in an investigation and being 
charged with a crime.

DiNardo, 20, is accused of 
illegally possessing a shotgun 
and ammunition in February. A 
court affidavit said he had suf-
fered from mental illness and 
had been involuntarily com-
mitted to an institution for inpa-
tient care. It did not say when 
the commitment had occurred. 
The charge had been dismissed 
by a judge but was refiled.

Late Tuesday, DiNardo was 
released after he posted 10 per-
cent of his bail amount in cash, 
according to the Bucks County 
District Attorney’s Twitter 
account.  A busload of police 
cadets also took part in the third 
day of the search of farmland in 
Solebury Township, about 30 
miles (48 kilometers) north of 
Philadelphia.

Aerial TV footage on 
Tuesday showed law enforce-
ment officers crowded around 
a deep trench — a backhoe 
parked next to it — as officers 
used shovels to dig deeper and 
passed up buckets of dirt that 
were then screened with sifters.

“We want to be careful not 
to miss the tiniest piece of evi-
dence,” Weintraub said at an 
earlier briefing.

The missing are 22-year-old 
Mark Sturgis, 21-year-old Tom 
Meo, 19-year-old Dean Finoc-
chiaro and 19-year-old Jimi 
Tar Patrick, a student at Loyola 
University in Baltimore. Patrick 
disappeared on Wednesday, the 
other three on Friday.

Sturgis and Meo are long-
time friends who work at the 
Sturgis family’s construction 
business, and Finocchiaro is a 
mutual friend, Sturgis’ father 
has said.

Police have received “a 
ton of leads” and are making 
progress, but the entire 90-acre 
(0.14-square-mile) property 
is of interest to investigators, 
Weintraub said. He said investi-
gators were also working across 
the county.  The farm property 
is owned by DiNardo’s parents, 
Antonio and Sandra DiNardo. 
Neither the DiNardos nor their 
son’s lawyer could be reached 
for comment.

Peter Dragani, a Bensalem 
real estate agent who said he 
coached Cosmo DiNardo in a 
youth football league and has 
stayed in touch with the family 
over the years, described the 
jailed young man as a “model 
citizen.”

Cadaver dogs used, 
dirt sifted in search 
for 4 missing men 

DALLAS (AP) — The 
family of a Texas teen who 
hanged himself says their son 
was involved in a ghoulish 
online game that calls on par-
ticipants to complete a series 
of tasks before taking their own 
lives, and some schools are 
warning parents about the so-
called Blue Whale Challenge.

Jorge Gonzalez told San 
Antonio television station 
WOAI (http://bit.ly/2ufDDhG ) 
that he wanted to caution others 
after his son, Isaiah, was found 
hanging in his bedroom closet 
Saturday in the family’s home 
with his cellphone propped up 
on a shoe to record his death.

A report on the boy’s death 
from the San Antonio Police 
Department does not mention 
the challenge. 

But Gonzalez’ family said in 
the days after the teen died, they 
pieced together from his social 
media and communication with 
friends that he had participated 
in the game.

His sister, Alexis, told the 
TV station that a person behind 
the challenge had gathered per-
sonal information from Isaiah 
and had threatened to harm the 
family.

The police department did 
not return a message left by 
The Associated Press asking 
whether authorities were inves-
tigating the game as a factor in 
the case. 

Many parents and other 
authorities are skeptical that the 
game actually exists, citing a 
lack of suicides directly attrib-
uted to it.

Agent Michelle Lee of the 
FBI’s San Antonio office said 
the agency is not assisting in 
the investigation, but urged par-

ents to monitor their children’s 
online activities.

“It’s a reminder of one of 
the many dangers and vulner-
abilities that children face using 
various social media and apps 
online every day,” Lee said. 

“Parents must remain vigi-
lant and monitor their child’s 
usage of the internet.”

Gonzalez is the second 
parent this week to tell news 
outlets about a child who died 
by suicide allegedly as a result 
of the game. 

A Georgia woman spoke 
Monday to CNN about her 
16-year-old daughter killing 
herself as part of the challenge 
but asked that their names not 
be used.

Educators, law enforcement 
officers and parents across the 
country have reported rumors 
about the challenge for months.  
But until this week, there had 
been no allegations in the 
United States about a death 
directly linked to the game. 

Suicides in Russia, Brazil 
and a half dozen other countries 
were reportedly linked to the 
challenge in cases that usually 
involved teenagers or young 
adults.

Notes have been posted on 
school district social media 
pages and sent home to parents 
in school districts across the 
country, including Vacaville, 
California; Baldwin County, 
Alabama; Warwick, Rhode 
Island; and Denver.

In Connecticut, Danbury 
Public Schools Superintendent 
Sal Pascarella sent a short note 
to parents around May after 
administrators from the dis-
trict’s 19 schools started hearing 
about the challenge from kids as 

young as elementary schoolers.
“The elementary school 

principals started hearing their 
kids talk about this thing. Then 
the secondary principals started 
mentioning the same thing,” he 
said. 

“We discovered on our 
school network content about 
the challenge had been looked 
at on YouTube. ... I decided I 
would rather err on the side of 
information with parents.”

Parents allege that teens 
reach out to game administra-
tors called curators through 
various social media platforms. 

Those curators lead the 
players through 50 days of chal-
lenges including watching scary 
movie clips, cutting symbols 
into their arms and legs and 
taking pictures of themselves 
in dangerous positions such as 
on the edge of a roof or on train 
tracks.

The participants are alleg-
edly required to take pictures 
of their challenges being com-
pleted and share them before 
being directed to end their lives 
on the 50th day. 

A search of related hashtags 
on Instagram shows users 
posting pictures of scars and 
cuts or memes that depict sui-
cide, and a similar Twitter 
search shows users reaching 
out for curators to lead them 
through the game.

Instagram warns that some 
images tagged under some of 
the related phrases could be 
harmful and directs users to 
mental health resources. 

Twitter assesses reports of 
self-harm or suicide and also 
directs users to mental health or 
suicide-prevention resources.

Ghoulish online game urges 
young people to end their lives 

Matthew Weintraub, District Attorney for Bucks County, Pa., 
speaks to a member of the media after a news conference, Tuesday, 
July 11, 2017, in Solebury, Pa. The search for four missing young 
Pennsylvania men feared to be the victims of foul play resumed 
Tuesday, a day after authorities arrested a man linked to a prop-
erty that has become the focus of the investigation. 

(AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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