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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

District Court Judge Fiti Sunia considered 
sanctioning former KHJ Radio news reporter 
Tauva Esera, as part of her Contempt of Court 
case, when she appeared in court last week 
Friday, after being served with a bench war-
rant, for failing to appear in Court for an Order 
to Show Cause hearing that was scheduled for 
Friday, Dec. 8, 2017.

Esera is accused of using her cell phone to 
record court proceedings inside the District Court 
a few months ago, and at the time she was advised 
by the court to get a lawyer. Her case is pending.

The use of a cell phone and other electronic 
devices during court proceedings is strictly pro-

hibited, with an admonition from the court — 
before the beginning of a court session — to turn 
your cell phone and all electronic devices off.

The Court Marshal confi scated Esera’s cell 
phone during a court session; he then turned it 
over to the Court IT person for review.

During last week’s proceedings, Sunia 
explained the reason why the Court had issued a 
bench warrant for Esera.

Counsel Jillian Sadler appeared for the gov-
ernment while Assistant Public Defender Ryan 
Anderson helped Esera when she appeared in 
Court on the matter of her bench warrant. 

Anderson asked the Court to squash the bench 
warrant, and to allow Esera to be released to await 
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Members of the CCCAS 
Vailoa choir posed for a photo 
Sunday night, before taking 
to the stage at the Fagatogo 
Pavilion to perform during the 
40th Annual Territorial Hol-
iday Music Festival sponsored 
by the Arts Council of Amer-
ican Samoa, and funded by the 
National Endowment of the Arts 
with additional funding from 
the Special Programs under the 
Governor’s Offi  ce. 

Th e program now moves to 
the Gov. H. Rex Lee Audito-
rium, due to bad weather condi-
tions. It runs through tomorrow 
night.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

(Continued on page 6)

Esera appears on bench 
warrant; date for show 
cause set for Thursday 

Th is US Navy undated 
photo shows Navy Petty 
Offi  cer 1st Class Andrew 
Sagapolutele (left ), a ship’s 
serviceman, receiving from 
a Naval offi  cial the “Sailor of 
the Year 2017” award, while 
serving aboard USS San 
Diego, a San Antonio-class 
amphibious transport dock 
ship (LPD 22).

A son of American Samoa 
from the village of Ili’ili, 
Sagapolutele is a graduate of 
Fa’asao Marist High School, 
according to the US Navy, 
adding that his father and 
mother, Abraham and Tiana 
Sagapolutele reside in Ili’ili.Abraham told Samoa News last Friday that his son entered the US Navy 
right aft er graduation in 2005 and before high school, attended Lupelele Elementary School in Ili’ili. 

Abraham, who is a US Coast Guard veteran, said he was “very surprised” to recently learn from 
his sister, who lives in Hawai’i, that his son has received this award. Even Abraham’s other son, 
Anthony, who resides in Hilo, Hawai’i and currently with the Hawai’i Army National Guard, didn’t 
know about the award until just recently.  “I’m really proud of Andrew getting this award,” Abraham 
said during a brief interview. “He is very smart. He doesn’t talk too much, very quiet person. Always 
focused on his school work and he made it.” Th e last time Abraham spoke with his son was in May 
this year, while in Honolulu, Hawaii. Anthony said of his brother’s accomplishment, “I’m proud of 
him and his hard work for all these years being in the Navy and he is a loving supportive husband to 
his wife and their three children.”“Andrew has been a great role model to me and I hope I can follow 
in his footsteps in the US Armed Forces to pursue great achievements as he has done, and giving 
glory to God and my parents for raising us well,” said Anthony via email from Hilo last Friday aft er-
noon.According to the US Navy, the USS San Diego is currently deployed to the U.S. 6th Fleet Area 
of Operations/Mediterranean Sea, says the US Navy in public information.  [photo: US Navy]
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reduction denied for 
alleged drug...

Directors invited to 
‘have their say’ at fi nal 
cabinet meeting...
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Here are ideas for a Christmas you and your family will 
never forget!

With it’s stunning beaches, luxury amenities, lush surround-
ings, and exciting activities, Sheraton Samoa Beach Resort is 
sure to make everybody in your family happy this Christmas 
Season.

Sheraton’s exciting activities include the Manaia Polynesian 
Spa o� ering an ultimate relaxation experience with its unique 
array of traditional Samoan therapists and locally made prod-
ucts. Set in the most peaceful and serene gardens, a spa visit 
would be the perfect gi�  you could give yourself as a thank you 
to the most hard working machinery you own — your body.

Water sports & activities are o� ered on site by Pure Ocean 
Dive Center.

Discover the stunning Aggie’s Reef and explore the Blue 
Lagoons of Mulifanua on a paddleboard or while diving 
during your stay at the Sheraton. Pure Ocean o� ers scuba 
diving lessons on request from beginner to pro with PADI 
Certi� ed Trainers. In-House guests at the Sheraton can enjoy 
complimentary use of kayaks, paddle boats and snorkeling 
equipment. � ey o� er a wide range of activities to keep you � t 
and active while enjoying your stay at the Sheraton.

On site is also the White Sands Casino where you can stay 
and play while in Paradise!

� e Casino is open Daily from 4pm to 2am. You must just 
be over 21 and present a foreign passport to play. 

Need some place to keep the kids entertained? � e Sheraton 
Samoa Beach Resort o� ers the ONLY kids club in Samoa. 
Young guests from 4-12 years old have the opportunity to play, 
make new friends and experience fun Samoan culture related 
activities like umu making, basket weaving, � sh feeding, and 
Siva dancing. Baby sitting services are also available upon 
request.

Gi�  shops are also available on site for a special Christmas 
surprise gi�  for that special someone. Samoan art and souve-
nirs are available along with basic products for all your hol-
iday needs. 

� e Apolima Fale is open daily for a bu� et breakfast from 
6:30am - 10:30 pm. Take the express tour of the great Polyne-
sian Islands with their exotic o� ering and talented performers 

Share the Joy of Christmas!
Still can’t seem to decide what 

the perfect gift should be?
Tired of the same old routine 

every year?

(Continued on page 7)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

With the defense providing 
“no new evidence”, District 
Court Judge Fiti A. Sunia has 
denied a new bail reduction 
request for Sonny Tui, who is 
facing drug related charges and 
remains in custody since his 
arrest early last week. 

The District Court had set 
bail at $40,000 and during ini-
tial appearance last Thursday, 
his attorney, Assistant Public 
Defender, Ryan Anderson 
sought reduction of bail down 
to $20,000 but the request was 
rejected by District Court Judge 
Elvis Patea, who said that based 
on the three felony drug charges 
against the defendant, the court 
felt the bond was a reasonable 
amount.

Tui appeared again in court 
yesterday morning for his status 
hearing to fi nd out if the defen-
dant wants to move forward 
with a preliminary examination 
hearing, which he did and Sunia 
set it for Jan. 4th — after Tui 
waived his rights to holding a 
preliminary examination within 
10-days after his arrest — in 
accordance with local law.

Anderson requested and 
Sunia allowed the defense to 
again argue for bail reduction 
down to $20,000 saying that 
Tui may have some medical 
issues and didn’t have his medi-
cation when he was taken into 
custody. Anderson believes that 
his client was taken to the hos-
pital while in custody. 

Anderson then restated the 
same arguments for bail reduc-
tion he made last week, such as 
that his client has strong ties to 
the community, not a fl ight risk 
and a family man. 

In response the government, 
again, opposed any bail reduc-
tion, arguing that the alleged 
facts cited in the affi davit 
regarding the defendant shows 
that he “poses a threat” to the 
community. 

Sunia said the defense pre-
sented the same arguments as it 

did before, to which Anderson 
responded that the new issue is 
the defendant’s medical condi-
tion. Sunia asked if the defen-
dant has received his medica-
tion, the reply was “yes”.

In rejecting the bail reduc-
tion, Sunia said the court has 
“not heard any new evidence” 
and stressed that bail remains at 
$40,000. 

Tui is charged with three 
felony counts of unlawful pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance, to wit; crystal metham-
phetamine, unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
with the intent to distribute, 
and authorizing illegal drugs to 
enter American Samoa. 

The government alleges in 
court documents that more than 
seven ounces of crystal meth-
amphetamine was hidden in a 
speaker in a package, which 
arrived via cargo fl ight two 
Fridays ago. The package was 
addressed to the defendant, who 
went to the airport to claim it 
and was questioned by Customs 
and later arrested and charged.

Also in court yesterday was 
Sierra Isaia for a status hearing 
on his most recent drug case 
and the defendant waived his 
rights to holding a preliminary 
examination hearing and was 
bound over to High Court, 
where he will be arraigned 
on Wednesday. (See story in 
Monday, Dec. 18, 2017 edition).

Isaia, who is out on bail, is 
charged with one felony count 
of unlawful possession of 
crystal methamphetamine (ice). 

He has another case 
pending in High Court, for the 
same type of felony count — 
unlawful possession of crystal 
methamphetamine. 

His most recent drug case 
is a result of being found once 
again in possession of ice, after 
he was stopped by police and 
served a bench warrant for 
failure to appear in the High 
Court when his pretrial confer-
ence for the fi rst case was called 
two weeks ago.

Second request for bail 
reduction denied for 

alleged drug defendant

Members of the Ave o le Fetu Ao Methodist Church at Fagaima, on the Fagatogo Malae Sunday 
night awaiting their turn to perform on stage during the 40th Annual Territorial Holiday Music Fes-
tival sponsored by the Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of 
the Arts with additional funding from the Special Programs under the Governor’s Offi  ce. 

Th e program moves to the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium, due to bad weather conditions. Th e 
holiday music festival runs through tomorrow night. 

 [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

Th e ticket counters are swamped with travelers in the North 
terminal on Monday Dec. 18, 2017 at Hartsfi eld-Jackson Inter-
national Airport in Atlanta, the day aft er a massive power outage 
brought operations to halt. Power was restored at the airport aft er 
a massive outage Sunday aft ernoon that left  planes and passen-
gers stranded for hours, forced airlines to cancel more than 1,100 
fl ights and created a logistical nightmare during the already-busy 
holiday travel season.  (John Spink/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

“Collaboration” and 
“working together” were words 
echoed by several cabinet mem-
bers, during the governor’s cab-
inet meeting held last Thursday 
at Gov. Rex Lee Audito-
rium, where the governor also 
announced two of three cabinet 
nominees that will be sub-
mitted to the Fono for confi r-
mation when lawmakers return 
in January for the 3rd Regular 
Session. 

Already announced in the 
November cabinet meeting 
is the appointment of Marie 
Alailima to the post of Admin-
istrative Law Judge — a post 
subject to Senate confi rmation 
only. At last Thursday’s cabinet 
meeting, Lolo noted Alailima’s 
nomination as well as Kenneth 
Tupua, as director of the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation. 

Tupua, who is also the 
deputy director, has been acting 
director since former director 
Maeataanoa Gaoteote retired a 
few weeks ago. 

The third cabinet nominee to 
be submitted to the Fono would 
be the Human and Social Ser-
vices director; however a pos-
sible candidate for nomination 
is being reviewed before offi -
cial submission to the Fono. 

Since it was the last cab-
inet meeting for the year, each 
cabinet member was given the 
chance to address the gathering 
after Lolo thanked directors for 
their hard work throughout the 
year and reminding directors 
that “we are all public servants.”

Holiday greetings from cab-
inet members were extended to 
each other as well as to the gov-
ernor and the lieutenant gov-
ernor and the people of Amer-
ican Samoa.

The fi rst to speak was Amer-
ican Samoa Power Authority 
executive director, Utu Abe 
Malae, who noted that “working 
together” is important for all of 
them especially when it comes 
to sharing with each other that 
will result in new ideas. 

For example, before the cab-
inet meeting got underway, Utu 
says he shared thoughts with 
three other cabinet members, 
which resulted in new ideas 
that will probably address some 
ASPA issues. And a discussion 
with Territorial Administration 
on Aging director Evelyn Lilio-
Satele resulted in an idea where 
ASPA can work with TAOA to 
help senior citizens.

Education director Dr. 
Ruth Matagi-Tofi ga said that 
the Department of Educa-
tion’s theme this school year is 
“together we succeed” and this 
theme can be witnessed on signs 
at several locations island-wide.

She agreed with Utu on 
sharing ideas and working 
together and this is the belief for 
“all of us at DOE — working 
together.”

Budget Offi ce director, 
Catherine A. Saelua endorsed, 
“working together to succeed” 
but for “me, it’s collaboration.” 
She explained that the Budget 
Offi ce has many mandates that 
must be followed in accordance 
to the law — for example the 
annual budget and the  quarterly 
performance reports, which are 
compiled and submitted to the 
governor and the Fono. 

She thanked all ASG enti-
ties for their continued collab-
orative work to ensure the quar-
terly performance reports are 
submitted in a timely manner. 
“We have set a record for the 
past fi ve years” including 2017 
in which no ASG entity has 
missed submission of their per-
formance reports she pointed 
out. 

Directors invited to ‘have 
their say’ at fi nal cabinet 

meeting of the year
DIRECTOR NOMINEE FOR PARKS & REC ANNOUNCED

Workers walk over tracks near a curve at the back of where an Amtrak train derailed above Inter-
state 5, Monday, Dec. 18, 2017, in DuPont, Wash. Th e Amtrak train making the fi rst-ever run along 
a faster new route hurtled off  the overpass Monday near Tacoma and spilled some of its cars onto the 
highway below, killing several people, authorities said.  (AP Photo/Elaine Th ompson)

(Continued on page 5)



Compiled by Samoa News staff
BLUESKY LAUNCHES PREPAID 

ROAMING IN SAMOA
Bluesky rings in the holiday season with 

another milestone to add to their list of achieve-
ments. Today marks the launch of our Prepaid 
Roaming services for American Samoa frequent 
travelers to Samoa. 

Roaming is the ability for mobile customers 
to automatically make and receive calls when 
travelling outside their geographical coverage 
area or home network.

Bluesky initially launched roaming in 2010 
— making it possible for postpaid subscribers to 
use their Bluesky mobile number when travel-
ling to over 45 countries including the USA to 
make and receive Calls and SMS and with Data 
being enabled. 

“Today, Bluesky is pleased to offer the same 
roaming convenience to all our prepaid mobile 
customers,” said Marketing Manager Marilyn 
Gabriel.  

So if you are traveling to Samoa for the holi-
days — you can now use your same Bluesky pre-
paid number whilst being in Samoa. However, 
the phone must be compatible on both networks. 
Bluesky prepaid customers will need to eCharge 
their phone before they travel to stay connected 
while in Samoa or log into online.blueskypaci-
fi cgroup.com, and be able eCharge your own 
phone.

Prepaid Roaming services have been automat-
ically enabled to all Bluesky prepaid customers. 
To opt out of using this service when travelling 
to Samoa, simply switch your data roaming off.

“This is a great convenience to many of our 
customers that want to keep their number while 
they travel. They no longer have to change out 
SIM cards, and can use their Bluesky prepaid 
SIM when travelling to Samoa. 

“Simply eCharge your phone before you go 
so that you have suffi cient credit to use your 
phone, and even use data from Samoa using their 
Pago SIM card.” said Marilyn Gabriel.

(Source: Bluesky Communications — Amer-
ican Samoa)

SAMOA ECONOMY SEES POSITIVE 
GROWTH

The Samoa government’s Supplemental 
Budget was submitted last week for consider-
ation by the Samoa Parliament, and included 
positive news of Samoa’s economy, in its cover 
letter. 

According to the document, the Samoa 
economy “continues to see positive growth 
growing by 2.4% in 2016/17 in real terms. The 

strong growth was driven largely by the Com-
merce sector, Agriculture, Personal & Other Ser-
vices as well as Other Manufacturing.”

It also reported, “a review of the 2016/17 
Budget outturn has indicated that the 2016/17 
budget defi cit was 2.1% of GDP – well below 
the 3.5% fi scal target. This positive result was 
largely driven by improved revenue collection 
which was 3.7% higher than 2015/16. Tax collec-
tion was up 3.3% while other revenues, fees and 
charges increased by 1.1%. On the other hand, 
government operating expenditures declined for 
the third consecutive year.”

(Source: Samoa Press Secretariat)
SAMOA POLICE CALL ON PUBLIC TO 

THINK SAFETY THIS WEEK
 The Ministry of Police wanst everyone 

to have a safe week as the nation prepares for 
Christmas next Monday. 

As such, they are advising the public to stay 
safe and make sure family members and loved 
ones are protected. 

This message was relayed to the Samoa 
Observer by the Police spokesperson, Auapaau 
Logoitino Filipo. 

 “This is meant to be season of celebration,” 
he said. 

“Our goal is that we want everyone to be safe 
during the festive season. 

“We want this season to be a joyful occasion, 
not a sad one.” 

As part of their role, the Police have started 
camps and they have increased their pres-
ence on the streets to deter drunk drivers and 
troublemakers. 

“There will be police offi cers on duty on our 
roads until the holidays are over,” he said.  

“This is to ensure the safety of our people 
who travel on our roads. 

“All drivers must have in their possession 
their driver’s license all the time.” 

There zero tolerance for drunk drivers, he 
added.

(Source: Samoa Observer)
P.M. HITS OUT AT ‘GREEDY’ 

PRINCIPALS
Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sa’ilele Malielegaoi 

has cautioned members of the public about Prin-
cipals and School Committees whom he has 
accused of preying on the excitement of parents 
and students at end of year prize giving.

Tuilaepa said traditional presentations costing 
parents and families lots of monies should not 
be allowed. He said that certain school Principals 
are utilising the opportunity for personal gains. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages 

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our 
email news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

email news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

© OSINI FALEATASI INC. RESERVES ALL RIGHTS.
dba Samoa News is published Monday through Friday, 

except for some local and federal holidays.
Please send correspondences to: OF, dba Samoa News, Box 

909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Telephone at (684) 633-5599 • Fax at (684) 633-4864
Email advertisements to ads@samoanews.com
Email the newsroom at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to 
the Publisher at the address provided above.

Please visit samoanews.com for weekend updates.

Akilisi Pohiva who has been re-elected Prime Minister of Tonga aft er being removed by the King
  [Photo: RNZ / Koro Vaka’uta]

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

ATLANTA (AP) — The 
nation’s air-travel system strug-
gled to get back on schedule 
and re-book stranded passen-
gers Monday after a fi re and 
blackout at the world’s busiest 
airport forced the cancellation 
of over 1,500 fl ights days before 
the start of the Christmas rush.

Travelers sat on the fl oor, 
slumped in chairs or stood in 
long lines at ticket counters 
a day after the underground 
blaze knocked out electricity 
and crippled Hartsfi eld-Jackson 
Atlanta International Airport 
for about 11 hours.

A spokesman for Delta, by 
far the biggest airline at the air-
port, said most of its delayed 
passengers were booked on 
other fl ights scheduled to leave 
Monday. Spokesman Michael 
Thomas said the airline should 
be “largely if not completely” 
back to normal by Tuesday, well 
before the huge travel weekend 
ahead of Christmas Day.

But no matter how fast Delta 
and other airlines move, it will 
take a few days to get the thou-
sands of grounded passengers 
to their fi nal destinations, said 
Robert Mann, president of an 
airline consulting fi rm in Port 
Washington, New York. In rare 
cases, some passengers won’t 
arrive until Thursday, he said.

“There are just so few seats 
available during a peak holiday 
week, that’s just going to take 
a lot of fl ights with four or fi ve 
seats apiece,” Mann said.

Southwest, the airport’s 
second-largest airline, said it 
was back on a normal schedule, 
but a spokesman could not 
say how long it would take to 
clear the backlog of stranded 
travelers.

American Airlines, which is 
much smaller, said that it, too, 
booked many of its passengers 
on new fl ights but that some 
will have to wait until later in 
the week to fl y.

The fi re broke out Sunday 
afternoon next to equipment for 
a backup system, causing that 

to fail, too. Power wasn’t fully 
restored until about midnight.

The control tower did not 
lose power because it has a sep-
arate electrical feed, and planes 
that were in the air and close 
to Atlanta when the blackout 
hit were allowed to land. Other 
incoming fl ights were diverted, 
and outgoing fl ights were 
halted.

Anthony Foxx, who was 
transportation secretary under 
President Barack Obama, was 
among many travelers stuck for 
hours in a plane on the tarmac. 
He blasted airport offi cials, 
saying the problem was “com-
pounded by confusion and poor 
communication.”

“Total and abject failure 
here at ATL Airport today,” he 
tweeted, adding that there was 
“no excuse for lack of work-
able redundant power source. 
NONE!”

Georgia Power CEO Paul 
Bowers issued an apology and 
blamed the fi re on a failure in a 
switch gear. He said the utility 
is considering a change in the 
setup of the main and backup 
systems to prevent a similar 
blackout.

Around noon Monday, 
stranded travelers sat on the 
fl oor, charging cellphones at the 
electrical outlets. An Atlanta 
city employee in a Santa hat 
gave out candy.

David and Lynn Carden, 
sitting in soft chairs in the air-
port’s atrium, left London early 
Sunday for Key West, Florida, 
but were diverted to Cincin-
nati because of the blackout. 
Delta got them a hotel room and 
put them on a Monday fl ight 
to Atlanta. From there, they 
awaited an afternoon fl ight to 
Florida.

“Delta has been pretty good,” 
David Carden said, counting 
themselves luckier than passen-
gers who spent the night in an 
airport. “We don’t always get 
this kind of customer service in 
the U.K.”

Airlines inch back to nor-
malcy after airport blackout 

(Continued on page 11)
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AmericAn SAmoA 
community college

EmploymEnt opportunity
Position Title:           TED/ASDOE REcRuiTER/DATA 
Employment Status: One Year contract
General Description:  
Main course of work: Recruiting in-service teachers to attend ASTEP and keep data of teacher’s enrollment and partici-
pation semesterly.

Job Duties and Responsibilities:
   •   Coordinate and schedule school site visits to high schools, elementary schools both public and private to recruit  
        possible candidates for Associate of Arts (A.A.) and Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) program.
   •   Design and create power point presentations pertaining to A.A./B.Ed. programs for school site visitations.
   •   Participate in informational presentations at school sites to high school juniors and seniors and/or parents for  
        recruiting purposes to include: Setting up projector and power point presentation, distributing hand-outs of program  
        information, presenting, making available a sign-up sheet that includes contact information for those interested, and  
        doing follow up contacts with school administrators.
   •   Design, develop and distribute approved educational information/advertisements/brochures, and track the  
        effectiveness of targeted education and outreach campaigns. This will include free community advertisements on  
        radio and television, if available, and any other creative recruiting ways and means that can be implemented.
   •   Develop good working relationships with ASDOE Secondary and Elementary leaders and Teacher Quality to  
        encourage and pipeline in-service teachers into the program.
   •   Create data sheets on the demographics of the in-service population as needed; male, female, age, village, school,  
        years of experience, certified, non-certified, coursework, etc.
   •   Keep raw data on pre-service and in-service teachers to monitor progress in the program.
   •   Interpret and provide disaggregated data according to the needs of the program to show success rates and  
        progress of students as well as to provide DOE with data as required.
   •   Participate in workshops and set up informational booth at various venues throughout the community.
   •   Work with TED’s Lumana’i Educators Association (LEA) for recruiting purposes.
   •   Collaborate closely with TED Administrative Assistant on pipelining in-service and pre-service students into  
        program
   •   Write and submit a report on progress of in-service population to Director of TED. Maintain a record of all teachers  
         recruited in the program.
   •     Make copies of all literature pertaining to recruiting/outreach and maintain a filing system of all correspondence.
   •   Answer phones and direct calls to appropriate staff or faculty, assist with registration process, and assist  
        Administrator Assistant when and where needed.
   •   Keep travel log and sign in sheets for recruiting purposes, run errands on/off campus pertaining to TED matters,  
        provide a weekly schedule when actively visiting school sites, and perform other duties as assigned.

Minimum Requirements:
   •   Some College or Associate’s Degree
   •   A combination of work exerience including training and education may be substituted for degree
   •   2-5 years of relevant experiend  
   •   Professional knowledge in Public Relations
   •   Typing skills and ability to use WP and Excel Softwarae
  
Salary:  Salary to be commensurate with experience, qualification, and credentials.

Application Deadline: December 27, 2017 no later than 4:00pm.
Applications are available from American Samoa Community College, Human Resources Office at 

 699-9155 ext. 428/441/429, online at http://www.amsamoa.edu/employmentopportunities.html  
or by email at ascchumanresources@amsamoa.edu.

Department of Academic Affairs

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

As for the government’s 
annual budget, she reminded 
all in attendance that spending 
is all based on revenue collec-
tion and if there is a problem 
with revenue that will have an 
impact on budget spending for 
that fiscal year.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Police Commissioner Le’i 

Sonny Thompson said that if 
there is anything he has learned 
throughout this year, is the 
phrase, “‘I’m sorry” because 
of what’s happening. He said, 
“50% of the people don’t like 
the cops because of what they 
do; the other 50% don’t like 
them when they don’t do what 
they are supposed to do.”

“So I’ve learned quickly, 
no matter what, the only thing 
is to apologize;  say I’m sorry 
to the public and cabinet,” said 
Le’i, who then revealed that the 
annual DPS Holiday Enforce-
ment runs from  Dec. 22, 2017 
to Jan. 5, 2018.

Deputy Treasurer for Rev-
enue, Keith Gebauer, attended 
the meeting on behalf of Trea-
surer Uelinitone Tonumaipea. 
Gebauer noted that 2017 was a 

challenging year for the depart-
ment. “Some challenges are 
new, some challenges are old, 
and as we work together, we 
can overcome all these chal-
lenges,” he said. 

Criminal Justice Planning 
Agency director Leseiau Lau-
moli informed cabinet directors 
that if any of them were hoping 
for CPJA funding but didn’t get 
it, he apologizes, saying that 
his office is required to follow 
guidelines for all federal grants.

He reminded directors that 
except for his salary, the entire 
CPJA is funded by federal 
grants. 

Insurance Commissioner 
Peter Fuimaono noted that in 
order for the Insurance Com-
missioner’s Office, to succeed, 
“we must engage with the com-
munity. We must engage our 
service with the consumer.”

He encouraged all sectors of 
the community that have ques-
tions or are in need of informa-
tion on all matters pertaining to 
insurance — home, cars, build-
ings — to stop by his office in 
the A.P. Lutali Executive Office 
at Utulei. 

➧ Directors invited…
Continued from page 3

Female members of the Tafuna High School Swing Choir on stage at the Fagatogo Pavilion on Sunday night, the first evening of the 40th Annual Territorial Holiday 
Music Festival sponsored by the Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts with additional funding from the Special Pro-
grams under the Governor’s Office.  It is now moved to the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium, due to bad weather conditions and runs through tomorrow night. 

 [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

NANTUCKET, Mass. 
(AP) — Massachusetts State 
Police divers have recovered 
the bodies of two missing crew 
members who were aboard a 
fishing boat that sank near Nan-
tucket earlier this month.

State police say divers recov-
ered the bodies of Jonathan 
Saraiva and Michael Roberts 
on Monday from the sunken 
vessel.

The U.S. Coast Guard 

received a distress call from the 
69-foot Misty Blue on Dec. 4. 
A nearby fishing boat rescued 
two of the four crew members 
aboard, but Saraiva and Rob-
erts remained missing. The next 
day, state police divers located 
a large object believed to be 
the fishing boat, but weather 
and ocean conditions prevented 
them from investigating further.

The cause of the sinking 
remains under investigation.

Bodies of 2 missing men recov-
ered from sunken fishing boat 
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the next hearing on this matter.
Sunia asked Anderson why 

he believed the Court should 
squash the bench warrant, to 
which counsel responded that 
the reason why Esera had not 
appeared in Court for her last 
hearing was that she had an 
essential obligation that she had 
to take care of fi rst.

The judge replied, “She has 
an obligation? But how about 
the Court Order to Appear 
during the last hearing?”  

Sunia noted that the Court 
has already given Esera the 
chance to retain an attorney, and 
asked Anderson if Esera had 
retained an attorney. Anderson 
was seen talking to Esera for 
few seconds in court, before he 
responded, telling the Court that 
according to Esera, she cannot 
afford a lawyer.

Sunia then asked whether 
Esera is willing to pursue her 
case as Pro Se, and Anderson 
responded, “Yes your honor, 
Esera is willing to act as Pro 
Se.”

(Pro Se is a Latin phrase 
meaning, “on one’s own 
behalf”)

The Judge was silent for a 
few moments, and then thanked 
the counsel for taking his time 
to assist Esera on her bench 

warrant issue; to make sure she 
received fair presentation.

Sunia said that this court 
proceeding is for contempt of 
court and there is a possibility 
of the Court dealing with the 
sanction part of this court order, 
while the case — the use of the 
cell phone in court — is still 
pending. 

He then called Esera to the 
witness stand.

With Esera on the stand, 
Sunia then explained to her that 
the Court has already played an 
audio from her cell phone that 
was confi scated by the Court 
Marshal. He asked if she was in 
court when the Court played the 
audio, and Esera replied yes.

“Do you dispute … that 
audio?” Sunia asked Esera. 

She replied, “I don’t dispute 
about the audio, but only part of 
that audio.” 

According to Esera, the 
audio she allegedly recorded 
did not exceed one minute, it 
was only a few seconds long.

Sunia told Esera that the 
audio that was played in court 
was not recorded on the same 
day with the other audio. When 
asked by Sunia if she disputed 
that she recorded these audios 
on different days, Esera replied, 
“I don’t dispute it, but I don’t 

recall.”
Judge Sunia then continued 

the case to the date that was 
previously set by the Court — 
Thursday, this week, Dec. 21 — 
where another Order to Show 
Cause hearing will be heard 
on that day. The Court is also 
expecting DPS Commissioner 
Le’i Sonny Thompson on that 
day.

BACKGROUND
According to court pro-

ceedings, Le’i, did not show 
— instead he sent his deputy 
commissioner — to the hearing 
about a traffi c citation against 
Dorah Sua, who is challenging 
the citation. Le’i was subpoe-
naed to explain DPS proce-
dures for police offi cers when 
engaging with the community 
on public highways. Sunia 
said at the time that while he 
was aware that the DPS com-
missioner was going to be a 
no-show, the substitution by 
his deputy did not follow court 
procedures.

Esera is accused of using her 
cellphone to allegedly record 
a hearing inside the courtroom 
two months ago. Sources tell 
Samoa News that the court mar-
shal confi scated Esera’s cell 
phone and the judge was then 
informed of the situation.

➧ Esera appears on bench…
Continued from page 1

BUENOS AIRES, Argen-
tina (AP) — Police and pro-
testers clashed Monday outside 
Argentina’s Congress as law-
makers debated a proposed pen-
sion overhaul that has angered 
retirees and prompted union 
leaders to wage a general strike.

Demonstrators threw bottles, 
rocks and gasoline bombs, while 
police in riot gear responded 
with tear gas, rubber bullets and 
jets of water. Authorities said 
48 people had been arrested 
and 149 were injured, including 
police offi cers, retirees and 
journalists.

“We have no one to defend 
us,” said 70-year-old Cristina 
Sanmero, who found herself 
caught in the clashes. “At my 
age, I have to come here and 
defend my contributions of 30 
years. We’re governed by inept 
people who think that it’s easier 
to take away from the old.”

The measure, which already 
passed the Senate, is part of 
a series of economic changes 
pushed by the government of 
President Mauricio Macri to 
reduce the government’s high 
defi cit. Union leaders and social 
activists complain the legisla-
tion would cut pension and 
retirement payments as well as 
aid for some poor families.

Argentina’s largest union 
began a 24-hour general strike 
at noon Monday to protest the 
bill, which was being debated 
in the lower Chamber of Depu-
ties. Hundreds of airline fl ights 
were grounded in the Argentine 
capital due to the stoppage.

A debate on the measure was 
suspended Thursday due to sim-
ilar violent clashes.The govern-
ment later amended the proposal 
to include a bonus payment for 
some retirees. But critics said 
it was not enough.“The bonus 
payment is a joke,” said Juan 
Carlos Schmid, a leader of the 
CGT union. The measure “is 
illegitimate and will cause a 
waterfall of lawsuits against 
it.”Demonstrators in several 
neighborhoods of Buenos Aires 
banged on pots Monday night 
to protest the measure. The 
protests hold deep symbolism 
for Argentines, who recall 

the country’s worst economic 
crisis in 2001-2002, when pot-
banging marches forced presi-
dents from offi ce.

Since taking offi ce in 2015, 
Macri has vowed to rein in gov-
ernment spending and revive 
Argentina’s lagging economy. 
But his ordering of job cuts and 
the cutting of utility subsidies 
has fueled labor unrest.

In October, the conservative 
leader announced that he would 
seek more sweeping changes in 
tax, education and labor after 
his governing coalition scored a 
resounding victory in congres-
sional elections.

Clashes as Argentina Congress 
debates pension reform 

Protesters throw stones at police during a general strike 
against a pension reform measure, outside Congress in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, Monday, Dec. 18, 2017. Union leaders com-
plain the legislation, which already passed in the Senate, would 
cut pension and retirement payments as well as aid for some of 
poor families.  (AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano)
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Every Tuesday evening. Bu� et 
opens at 6pm and entertain-
ment begins at 6:45pm. 

A Fia� a Bu� et & Cultural 
Show is o� ered every Friday 
Evening with an ultimate 
feast featuring rich Samoan 
delicacies and entertainment 
guaranteed to wake your 
senses. Bu� et opens at 6pm 
and entertainment starts at 
6:45pm. 

Dine and discover the Sher-
aton’s South Paci� c restau-
rant with the Chef ’s specials 
o� ering Mexican on Monday, 
Barbecue on Wednesday, 
Indian on � ursday, Italian 
Saturday and Barbecue on 
Sunday. 

Private Dining and celebra-
tions can be pre-booked in 
advance.

Spend your late a� ernoon 
at the Solent Bar or swim up 
to the pool bar and enjoy your 
favorite drink at special prices.

And Christmas? Ahhhh, 
well… Sheraton Samoa Beach 
Resort can’t wait to share the 
joy of Christmas with these 
cheerful and seasonal o� er-
ings for you. 

Christmas Eve Bu� et 
Dinner o� ers the very best 
culinary specials prepared 
by both Samoan and Inter-

national Chefs for only $85 
WST per person.   � e bu� et 
includes live entertainment.

Kerisimasi Aiga Potopoto 
promises to bring the family 
together for a memorable cel-
ebration and a hearty dinner 
with their Christmas Special 
dishes from around the world. 
$85 WST per person.

Boxing Day or the day 
a� er Christmas brings you a 
laid back BBQ Lunch Bu� et 
overlooking the blue waters 
of Lagoon bay. $65WST per 
person.  � eir Polynesian 
Christmas Bu� et and Show 
promises a bountiful Polyne-
sian Bu� et and Show for WST 
$85 per person.

Book ALL 3 dinner spe-
cials with them and enjoy a 
discounted price of only $210 
WST per person. Pre-payment 
is required. 

You will be wined, dined, 
and entertained during your 
stay at the Sheraton Samoa 
Beach Resort during this 
Holiday Season with all the 
great o� erings on going now. 
Call (685) 45611 for more 
information.

Happy Holidays American 
Samoa and we hope to see you 
soon!

DUPONT, Wash. (AP) — Daniel Konzelman 
was one of thousands of commuters barreling 
along a highway outside Seattle on Monday 
morning when the emergency response training 
he learned as an Eagle Scout kicked in.

He and a friend pulled over after an Amtrak 
passenger train hurtled off an overpass and 
crashed into vehicles on Interstate 5 below, 
killing at least three people and injuring dozens 
of others, authorities said.

A U.S. offi cial who was briefed on the inves-
tigation said earlier that at least six people were 
killed. The difference in the numbers could not 
immediately be reconciled. The offi cial was not 
authorized to discuss the investigation publicly 
and spoke to The Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity.

Konzelman and his friend rushed to help, run-
ning along the tracks and over the bridge to get 
to the scene.

Some train cars had their roofs ripped off or 
were turned upside down. Others were turned 
sideways on the bridge. Konzelman, 24, and 
his friend clambered into train cars to look for 
victims.

“I just wanted to help people because I would 
want people to help me,” he said.

The scene was grisly, with some people 
pinned under the train and others who appeared 
to be dead. If people could move and seemed 
stable, Konzelman said he helped them climb out 
of the train. If they looked seriously hurt, he tried 
to offer comfort by talking to them to calm them 
down.

They stayed to help for nearly two hours.
“I wasn’t scared. I knew what to expect. ... I 

prepared for the worst and hoped for the best. I 
saw a little bit of both,” Konzelman said.

Dr. Nathan Selden, a neurosurgeon at the 

Oregon Health & Science University in Portland, 
Oregon, was driving to Seattle with his son and 
stopped to help. He went to a medical triage tent 
to help tend to victims.

The most severely wounded had already been 
taken to hospitals by the time he arrived, Selden 
said. The victims he assessed had injuries such as 
sprains, open wounds, skull and pelvis fractures.

He called it a miracle that an infant from the 
train appeared completely unharmed.

While the doctor worked, others — including 
Selden’s son, a college freshman — helped carry 
in supplies from fi retrucks and other tasks. He 
applauded the fi rst responders as skilled, dedi-
cated and compassionate.

“We were very close to the trains, and it was 
a chaotic scene, but a scene of complete purpose. 
Everybody knew what the goal was,” Selden 
said.

The train was making its fi rst-ever run along 
a faster new route between Portland, Oregon, 
and Seattle. Seventy-seven passengers and seven 
crew members were aboard.

About 35 military personnel from nearby 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord were among the fi rst 
to respond to the derailment. Base spokesman 
Gary Dangerfi eld said paramedics, fi refi ghters 
and others from the base regularly train with 
local authorities so they are ready to help in 
emergencies.

Witnesses said some military personnel ran to 
the cars stopped along the side of the road, gath-
ering fi rst-aid kits, towels and other items that 
could help with the rescue efforts.

Wendy Simmons arrived as people were 
helping the injured and saw fi rst responders 
climbing into the train cars dangling over the 
edge of the overpass. She said people driving by 
also were stopping to help.

Commuters help people out of 
derailed train, comfort victims 

➧ Share the joy of x-mas…
Continued from page 1
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HONOLULU (AP) — 
Hawaii Attorney General 
Douglas Chin, who has been 
fi ghting President Donald 
Trump’s travel ban and other 
policies over the past year, has 
announced he will run for U.S. 
Congress.

Chin, a Democrat, seeks to 
replace Hawaii U.S. Rep. Col-
leen Hanabusa, who is running 
for governor. Hanabusa is also 
a Democrat.

Chin made the announce-
ment Monday saying that the 
last year of legal battles over 
White House actions sparked 
him to run for the U.S. House 
seat.

Chin has been a vocal oppo-
nent to decisions by Trump’s 
administration.

Before Trump was sworn 
in, Chin and fi ve other attor-
neys general asked the Senate 
Judiciary Committee to reject 
the nomination of Sen. Jeff Ses-
sions for attorney general.

Chin told The Associated 
Press in a telephone interview 
Sunday that he fi rst considered 
running for offi ce while lis-
tening to a Sessions speech.

“He actually made some 
speech to all 50 state AGs 

where he announced falsely that 
crime was at an all-time high in 
the United States and that the 
reason why it was at an all-time 
high was due to illegal immi-
grants being in the country,” 
Chin said. “I found that state-
ment to be so troubling that 
it really woke me up in terms 
of the actions I think all of us 
need to take responsibility for in 
order to make a difference.”

A week after taking offi ce, 
Trump issued an executive 
order aimed at temporarily ban-
ning travel from seven Muslim-
majority countries.

On Feb. 3, the state of 
Hawaii sued to stop the ban.

Trump’s executive order 
keeps Hawaii families apart and 
keeps residents from traveling, 
Chin said.

“I think we live in very 
extraordinary times, I think 
Hawaii’s progressive values 
that it fought for the past 
decades has been under attack 
in a lot of different ways, and 
I’ve experienced it fi rst hand, 
starting with the travel ban and 
then extending to attacks on 
transgender people in the mili-
tary or the children of immi-
grants,” Chin said.

Hawaii attorney gen-
eral says travel ban 
sparks Congress run

(Continued on page 12)



Failolo Methodist Choir on stage at the Fagatogo Pavilion on Sunday night, the first evening of the 40th Annual Territorial Holiday Music Festival sponsored by the 
Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts with additional funding from the Special Programs under the Governor’s Office. 

The program has been moved to the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium, due to bad weather conditions. It runs through tomorrow night. 
Despite a windy Sunday afternoon and evening, the annual holiday music festival, kicked off at 6p.m. Sunday with an opening church service, while a wind advisory 

and a flash flood watch were in effect.
There was a moment of silence for the passing, last week Monday, of the Director of the Department of Human & Social Services, Taeaoafua Dr. Meki Tavita Solo-

mona. His department’s choir will perform during the Christmas program. 
Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga, along with cabinet members, law-

makers, and traditional leaders, as well as several ASG officials 
were in the audience. In his brief remarks on opening night, Lolo 
says this annual government sponsored program brings together 
American Samoa to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

He hopes that Christmas brings peace to everyone. He wished 
all sectors of the community a Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year. 

“To our Sons and Daughters” in the US Armed Service, the 
governor said, “you are never forgotten.” 

In closing the governor wished the two Samoas a peaceful 
Christmas 2017 and a Happy New Year 2018.

In a weather statement issued around 2:30 p.m. yesterday, the 
Weather Service Office in Tafuna said that extremely windy and 
wet weather with hazardous marine conditions persist across the 
territory through today, due to an active monsoon trough lin-
gering across the Samoan islands. 

Strong winds were expected to impact the islands through 
today and these strong winds are locally stronger at higher eleva-
tions, foothills, Fagaloa bay area and recreational parks.

Forecasters asked the public to continue listening to local radio 
stations for the latest updates.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]
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AmericAn SAmoA Power Authority

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
rFP no: ASPA18.012.eSD-wtr         closing Date & time: Friday, December 29, 2017 
issuance Date: December 01, 2017      no later than 2:00 p.m. local time
The American Samoa Power Authority issues a Request For Proposal (RFP) to invite qualified firms 
to submit formal, written proposals for the:

“Water Use Information Project for American Samoa”
Submission 
An original and one PDF copy of the Proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked: 
“rFP no. ASPA 18.012.eSD-wtr water use information Project for Am. Samoa.”    
Submissions are to be sent to the following address and will be received until 2:00 p.m. (local time), 
Friday, December 29, 2017:
 Procurement Office 
 American Samoa Power Authority 
 P.O. Box PPB, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 
 Attn: Ioana Uli, Procurement Manager
Any proposal received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.  Late submissions will not be opened or considered and will be determined as being 
non-responsive.
Document
The RFP package outlining the proposal requirements is available at the Procurement Office at 
ASPA’s New Operations Building and may also be obtained from our Website: http://www.aspower.
com.
right of rejection
The American Samoa Power Authority reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals and 
to waive any irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted proposals that are not in the best 
interests of the American Samoa Power Authority or the public.

Approved for Issuance: utu Abe malae, Executive Director

PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa 96799
Phone No.: (684) 248-1234
bids@aspower.com

BEIJING (AP) — China’s 
main official news agency is 
warning that U.S.-Chinese 
relations will face “more pres-
sure and challenges” following 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to label Beijing a rival 
in a national security report.

The Xinhua News Agency 
said Tuesday that the decision 
reflects a “victory of hard-
liners” in Trump’s adminis-
tration. It said Trump’s stance 
“probably means Chinese-U.S. 

economic and trade relations 
will face even more pressure 
and challenges.”Trump’s report 
emphasized economic security 
and repeated complaints that 
China steals technology and 
uses “economic inducements” 
to persuade other governments 
to serve its strategic interests.
The Global Times newspaper 
published by the ruling Com-
munist Party said the report 
“reflects Washington’s reluc-
tance to accept the reality of 
China’s rise.”

China warns of ‘pres-
sure and challenges’ 

after Trump report 
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DEVELOPMENT BANK OF AMERICAN SAMOA
P. O. BOX 9, Pago Pago A. S. 96799
Office: (684) 633-4031 Fax: (684) 633-1163.   
Website: www.dbas.as

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position: legal counsel
Responsibilities:
•	 Provide	legal	advice	to	the	Board,	management	and	staff	on	all	matters	pertinent	to		
	 the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa.
•	 Provide	legal	representation	of	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa	before		
	 American	Samoa	Courts,	Legislature	and	executive	departments.		
•	 Supervise	the	Legal	Department	and	Legal	Department	staff.	
•	 Provide	in-house	advice	on	borrower	and	lender	compliance.
•	 Design	and	implement	appropriate	legal	remedies,	including	suit	and	foreclosure,		
	 for	delinquent	loans	referred	to	the	Legal	Department.		
•	 Draft	contracts,	leases,	manuals,	policies,	loan	documents	and	other	DBAS		
	 documents	for	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa.

This	position	supervises	Legal	Dept.	Manager	and	Legal	Collection	Officers	while	reporting	
to	the	President.	

QualIFIcaTIons
Education/Experience/Qualification:	
Juris	Doctor	degree	from	an	ABA	accredited	law	school	with	five	to	seven	(5-7)	years	experience	as	
an	attorney	in	relevant	areas	of	practice.	Must	be	admitted	to	practice	in	any	state	and	a	member	
in	good	standing	of	a	state	bar.		Must	be	eligible	for	admission	to	practice	in	American	Samoa	and	
must	either	be	admitted	to	practice	and	licensed	to	practice	in	American	Samoa	or	obtain	admission	
and	license	to	practice	within	thirty	days	of	commencement	of	employment.				All	hired	employees	
are	subject	to	background	and	credit	checks.

skills/abilities:	 	
		•			Excellent	problem	solving,	analytical	and	negotiating		skills.	Strong	leadership,		
						management	and	supervisory	skills.	
		•			Excellent	interviewing,	communications	and	public	relations	skills.	
			•		Excellent	ability	to	work	with	President,	Bank	Management	and	Development	Bank		
						Board	of	Directors.	
		•			Proficient	in	computer	applications,	including	MS	Word	and	MS	Excel.

Please	submit	your	Resume	&	Application	to	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa	
located	in	Pago	Pago	-	2nd	floor.		This	job	posting	will	expire	January	15,	2018	@	4:00pm.

Development Bank of american samoa is an equal opportunity lender, Provider and employer

He did not name any one in 
particular.

“This is not a new issue,” 
Tuilaepa said. “It has been 
dealt with by the previous Min-
ister for Education and C.E.O. 
who stopped the unnecessary 
spending by families. This has 
become a major burden.”

The Prime Minister added 
that elaborate spending on prize 
givings is unnecessary. 

 “Even teachers waste time 
and money preparing for the 
end of the year prize giving 
when they could have just used 
what they have within their 
resources, such as coconuts, 
faausi or cocoa rice,” he said. 

“These are simple things 
they can use for such events.

“There is no need to task the 
children to bring fi ne mats, some 
money for the guests and other 
things for sua presentations

“At the end of the day, it’s 
the parents that will look for 
the money to facilitate these 
things.” 

Tuilaepa said he has had par-
ents come to his offi ce to ask 
him personally for money. One 
of them was an elderly mother 
from Savai’i.

 “Her son had a good placing 
at Asau College and so she was 
worried that she could not give 
what was asked of her son to 
bring to school for the tradi-
tional presentations,” Tuilaepa 
said.

“So what she did was she 
borrowed $30 from her Church 
Minister. 

“She came on the boat and 
came on the bus all the way here 
to see me, asking for help. 

“That’s when I found out 
how heavily burdened this 
mother and other parents are 
because of what the schools had 
asked their children to provide.

 “This is what the Principals 

don’t know about. It is how par-
ents are going out of their way 
to get what their kids had asked 
to bring to school for the end of 
the year prize giving. 

“Yet the Principals make 
good money. This means the 
Principal is using the opportu-
nity for person gain.”

The Prime Minister said he 
has raised the issue with the 
Minister of Education, Sports 
and Culture, Loau Keneti Sio. 

“They need to do something 
about it as it should be stopped,” 
Tuilaepa said. “This was not 
part of the education system, 
and it’s not directive from the 
Minister and C.E.O.” 

The Prime Minister said the 
parents would always go out of 
their way to get the things asked 
of their children because of fear 
and to avoid being shamed.

 “This is why families go and 
see their Ministers asking them 
for help and people even come 
to me,” he said.

 “This is a burden to the fam-
ilies and it should be stopped.”

(Source: Samoa Observer)
POHIVA RETAINS TONGA 

PRIME MINISTERSHIP
‘Akilisi Pohiva, who was 

removed from Tonga’s prime 
ministerial post by King 
Tupou VI in August, has been 
re-elected.

Mr Pohiva got 14 votes in 
the 26 member House, with the 
only other contender, former 
deputy prime minister Siaosi 
Sovaleni getting 12.

The result was announced by 
the interim speaker Lord Tangi 
after he presented the results 
of today’s secret ballot to the 
King.Mr Pohiva’s Democratic 
party had a resounding victory 
in the November election, win-
ning 14 of the 17 People’s Rep-
resentatives seats.

(Source: RNZI)

➧ Pacifi c brief…
Continued from page 4

Youngsters from the Susana Uesele Methodist group pose for a photo Sunday night at the Fagatogo malae before taking to the stage at the Fagatogo Pavilion on Sunday 
night, the fi rst evening of the 40th Annual Territorial Holiday Music Festival sponsored by the Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment 
of the Arts with additional funding from the Special Programs under the Governor’s Offi  ce. 

Th e program now moves to the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium, due to bad weather conditions and runs through tomorrow night. 
 [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]
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AmericAn SAmoA Power Authority

REQUEST FOR QUOTES (RFQ)
rFQ no: ASPA18.010.eSD-wtr         closing Date & time: Thursday, December 28, 2017 
issuance Date: December 14, 2017      no later than 2:00 p.m. local time
The American Samoa Power Authority issues a Request For Quotes (RFQ) to invite qualified firms to 
submit formal, written proposals for the:

“Supply of Electro-Mechanical Equipment for the Tramway Tank Project (Re-Bid)”
Submission 
An original and one (1) PDF must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked: “rFQ no. ASPA 18.010.
eSD-wtr Supply of electro-mechanical equipment for the tramway tank Project.”    
Submissions are to be sent to the following address and will be received until 2:00pm. (local time), 
Thursday, December 28, 2017:
 New Operations Building
 American Samoa Power Authority 
 P.O. Box PPB, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 
 Attn: Ioana Uli, Procurement Manager
Any quotation received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any circum-
stances.  Late submissions will not be opened or considered and will be determined as being non-re-
sponsive.
Document
The RFQ package outlining the quotation requirements is available at the New Operaitons Building at 
ASPA’s Tafuna Compound and may also be obtained from our Website: http://www.aspower.com.
right of rejection
The American Samoa Power Authority reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals and to 
waive any irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted proposals that are not in the best inter-
ests of the American Samoa Power Authority or the public.

Approved for Issuance: utu Abe malae, Executive Director

PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa 96799
Phone No.: (684) 248-1234
bids@aspower.com

Chin has sued over every 
version of the travel ban, calling 
the measure discriminatory 
toward Muslims.

“I’ve ended up being in court 
over and over again to stop 
some of the different actions 
that have been taken by the 
Trump administration,” he said.

Hawaii argued that the ban 
discriminates on the basis of 
nationality and would prevent 
Hawaii residents from receiving 
visits from relatives in the 
mostly Muslim countries cov-
ered by the ban.

Chin said the state’s stra-
tegic military importance would 
also be a major issue for him in 
Congress.

“Words and tweets that have 
come from this administration 
have been exceptionally trou-
blesome and has raised a lot of 
fear here in Hawaii,” Chin said 
of the tensions between North 
Korea and Washington. “I think 
that’s all the more reason to 
advocate for a strong military 
presence but also strong diplo-
matic relationships with all for-
eign countries.”

Chin is the son of Chinese 
immigrants who came to the 
U.S. in the 1950s. His father 
was an interpreter for the U.S. 
during the Korean War, he 
said. Chin is married with two 
children.

He was appointed Hawaii’s 
attorney general in 2015.

Several Democratic law-
makers have also announced 

they would run for the seat, 
including state Sen. Donna 
Mercado Kim and Rep. Kaniela 
Ing.

Ing told the AP on Monday 
that he is concerned about cor-
porate funding of other candi-
dates, including Chin, and said 
that his campaign is the only 
one in the state not accepting 
any corporate money.

“The biggest problem in 
Hawaii isn’t homelessness 
or housing, I know those are 
big problems, but the biggest 
problem is there is too much 
power in too few hands,” Ing 
said.

Ing is also an opponent of 
Chin’s views on the military in 
Hawaii, saying that the military 
presence in the islands not only 
makes the state a target from 
threats like North Korea, but 
also hurts housing affordability 
for locals.

Sen. Kim, who represents 
Kalihi and Moanalua, touted 
her 35 years of experience in 
state and city government.

“Someone with the tenacity 
to be able to make sure Hawaii’s 
agenda is first and foremost,” 
said Kim, a former state Senate 
president.

Her priorities in Congress 
would be health care, caring for 
the elderly, making higher edu-
cation affordable, veterans’ care 
and women’s issues including 
access to contraception, she 
said.

FILE - In this Oct. 17, 2017, file photo, Hawaii Attorney General Douglas Chin speaks to The 
Associated Press about Hawaii’s lawsuit challenging President Donald Trump’s travel ban in Hono-
lulu. Chin, who has been fighting Trump’s travel ban, has announced he will run for U.S. Congress in 
a bid to replace Hawaii‚Äôs Rep. Colleen Hanabusa. Chin made the announcement Monday, Dec. 
18, saying that the last year of legal action against the current administration sparked him to run 
for office for the first time in his career.  (AP Photo/Caleb Jones, File)

➧ Hawaii…
Continued from page 9

SEATTLE (AP) — A com-
munity along the new rail line 
where an Amtrak train derailed 
Monday in a deadly crash 
had tried to stop the project 
on grounds higher-speed pas-
senger trains would endanger 
pedestrians and motorists.

The city of Lakewood, sev-
eral miles north of the crash 
site, went to court in 2013 to 
stop the Point Defiance Bypass 
project, which redirected pas-
senger trains from a curvy route 
along Puget Sound that com-
petes with freight traffic and 
squeezes through single-track 
tunnels where only one train 
can go through at a time.

Opponents said the route, 
which shortened the trip 
between Portland, Oregon, and 
Seattle would expose car and 
pedestrian traffic to faster trains 
at more than a half-dozen street-
level crossings in Lakewood. 
City officials asserted the state 
transportation department’s 
environmental review of the 
new route was inadequate and 
failed to consider traffic, neigh-
borhood and other impacts.

In March 2014, a judge dis-
missed the lawsuit and the $181 
million track upgrade moved 
forward. Until now, the route 
was used by freight trains.

Early Monday, during the 
first run of the new passenger 
service, 13 of the 14 cars went 
off the tracks at an overpass, 

some tumbling onto Interstate 
5.Even people who tried to stop 
the new route on safety grounds 
said a derailment wasn’t a 
concern.

“These are new, upgraded 
tracks — that’s what is so sur-
prising about this,” said John 
Niles with the Coalition for 
Effective Transportation Alter-
natives, which joined local 
elected officials in opposing the 
project. “They weren’t worried 
about a train derailing.”

At least three people on 
board were killed, local authori-
ties said, contradicting a U.S. 
official briefed on the inves-
tigation who earlier told The 
Associated Press that at least 
six were dead. No additional 
briefings were provided by 
late afternoon, and the official 
said he had no new informa-
tion to explain the discrepancy 
in the numbers.The U.S. offi-
cial was not authorized to dis-
cuss the investigation publicly 
and spoke to the AP on condi-
tion of anonymity.The track is 
owned by Sound Transit, the 
public transit system for the 
Seattle area, which oversaw 
the upgrades and did extensive 
testing prior to Monday’s public 
opening, agency spokeswoman 
Kimberly Reason said.

While it will take investiga-
tors months to determine the 
precise cause, speed may have 
been a factor.

Amtrak train derailed on new, 
faster route that drew concern 
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William Pierre, left , a graduating member of the University of Baltimore, stands with his back 
turned and fi st raised as Education Secretary Betsy DeVos speaks during the university’s fall com-
mencement in Baltimore, Monday, Dec. 18, 2017.  (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky)

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Republicans on Monday 
unveiled an $81 billion disaster 
aid package to help hurricane-
ravaged communities and states 
hit by wildfi res, almost double 
the amount requested by Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

GOP leaders promised a 
vote this week on the measure, 
which would bring the total pro-
vided in response to this year’s 
devastating round of hurricanes 
to more than $130 billion — 
exceeding the cost to taxpayers 
of Hurricane Katrina.

The emergency aid would 
provide $26 billion for commu-
nity development block grants, 
which would help Florida, 
Texas and the Caribbean 
rebuild, along with Western 
states recovering from wildfi res. 
There’s funding for prevention 
of future fl ooding, highway 
repairs and help for small busi-
nesses. There’s almost $28 bil-
lion for the government’s chief 
disaster aid account, $4 billion 
of which could be used to help 
cash-strapped governments 
such as Puerto Rico’s stay 
afl oat.

“We have a commitment to 
our fellow citizens that are in 
the midst of major rebuilding 
efforts,” said Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Rodney 
Frelinghuysen, R-N.J., who 
sponsored the measure. “They 
deserve our continued sup-
port, and we must provide 
the necessary resources for 
them to recover from these 
emergencies.”

The package also would pro-
vide $2.6 billion for farm disas-
ters. Florida lawmakers have 
said citrus crops in their state 
have been suffering.

“It’s a big win for Florida’s 
agriculture,” said Rep. Tom 
Rooney, R-Fla.

Last month, Trump 
requested $44 billion, his third 
emergency request since hurri-
canes Harvey, Irma and Maria 
slammed the Gulf Coast and 
Caribbean. The request sparked 
howls from lawmakers from 
hurricane-hit states.

“While it was not every-
thing, it was further than the 
administration proposed,” Rep. 
Pete Sessions, R-Texas, said 
Monday.

The disaster measure is 
one of many items on Capitol 
Hill’s unfi nished agenda. It also 
promises to deliver votes for 
a plan by House GOP leaders 
to prevent a government shut-
down at midnight Friday, but 
it’s unclear whether the emer-
gency relief would be paired 
with the stopgap spending bill 
or advance separately.

Earlier, the Senate’s top 
Republican announced a 
lengthy wish list that he hopes 
to attach to a must-do stopgap 
spending bill this week, but 
there’s no agreement with the 

chamber’s Democrats and little 
time to waste.Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell is eyeing the 
measure as a shortcut to power 
several other items into law, 
including hurricane relief, a 
renewal of a children’s health 
insurance program and funding 
to stabilize “Obamacare” insur-
ance markets.But top Senate 
Democrat Chuck Schumer has 
other priorities, chiefl y protec-
tion from deportation of immi-
grants commonly referred to 
as “Dreamers” and securing 
spending increases for domestic 
agencies to match huge budget 
increases sought by defense 
hawks for the Pentagon.

The must-pass spending bill 
would be the main item of con-
gressional business remaining 
after Republicans wrap up 
action on their hard-fought tax 
bill on Tuesday. Lawmakers 
are eager to head home for the 
holidays.As Republicans con-
trolling Congress hashed out 
their tax measure, however, a 
stack of unfi nished legislation 
piled up. Negotiations have 
produced some progress, but 
many disagreements remain. 
Perhaps most signifi cantly, 
Democrats are demanding that 
Trump fulfi ll pledges to address 
the immigration issue, which 
involves protections for immi-
grants who were brought to the 
country illegally as children and 
who have often known no other 
home than the U.S.Republicans 
leaders don’t want to take on 
the politically explosive issue 
of immigration this year but 
promise it will be taken care 
of next year. And GOP leaders 
have so far rejected Democratic 
demands that domestic agen-
cies and foreign aid accounts 
receive spending increases at 
parity with the $60 billion to 
$70 billion or more increase 
that Republicans want to award 
the Department of Defense.

The complexity of the 
agenda — and Capitol Hill’s 
spotty track record of bipartisan 
success in the Trump era — has 
spawned speculation that law-
makers will do the bare min-
imum to avert a shutdown and 
punt almost all the rest of the 
issues into the new year.

In the House, GOP leaders 
have announced a plan to pair a 
huge Pentagon funding bill with 
record spending increases with 
a stopgap spending measure 
called a continuing resolution 
that would keep the rest of the 
government running at current 
levels through Jan. 19. They 
have also added a GOP-drafted 
renewal of the popular Clinton-
era Children’s Health Insurance 
Program.The House GOP plan 
has little chance of surviving in 
the Senate. Unlike the tax bill, 
which is advancing under spe-
cial fi libuster-proof procedures, 
Democratic votes are needed to 
pass the year-end measure.

House GOP unveils 
$81B disaster relief 
for hurricanes, fi res 

BALTIMORE (AP) — 
Greeted by a mix of applause 
and boos, Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos implored stu-
dents not to “join in the chorus 
of confl ict,” even as dozens 
turned their backs in protest of 
her commencement appearance 
at the University of Baltimore’s 
graduation ceremony.

Some students and faculty 
criticized the decision to honor 
DeVos at the public univer-
sity. Graduate student Kerrin 
Smith, 26, said DeVos and 
President Donald Trump have 
overseen a “strangling of public 
education.”

DeVos, who has spent 
decades promoting the use of 
vouchers and other methods 
to redirect public money into 
private schools, shared a few 
anecdotes about the graduates, 

including a couple of fi rst-gen-
eration college students.

“You are a source of inspi-
ration. You are the reason we 
are working to rethink how our 
country approaches education,” 
DeVos said.

“We must stop suggesting 
there is only one, conventional 
path to success. In fact, there 
are many avenues to gain what 
individual students need or 
want: industry-recognized cer-
tifi cates, stackable credits, cre-
dentials and licensures, badges, 
micro-degrees, apprenticeships, 
two-year degrees, four-year 
degrees, advanced degrees . all 
of these are valid pursuits,” she 
said.

William Pierre, who earned 
a bachelor of science degree 
on Monday, was one of two 
graduates who stood and raised 

a fi st in silent protest. He said 
students were “very puzzled” 
by the September decision by 
University of Baltimore Presi-
dent Kurt Schmoke, a former 
city mayor, to honor DeVos as 
speaker.

“He has a right to make that 
decision. And we have a right 
to protest that decision, and we 
exercised that right,” Pierre said 
as he waited with fellow stu-
dents to pick up his diploma.

Next to him, graduate Linda 
McKinley decided not to stand 
and protest, but said the appear-
ance by DeVos “defi nitely put a 
damper” on her graduation. She 
is among the critics who said 
that DeVos shouldn’t have been 
invited since they see her as 
hostile to public education and 
indifferent to civil rights.

DeVos gives commencement 
speech amid protests in Baltimore 

(Continued on page 20)



LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — 
Leather-jacketed motorcycle 
riders revved their bikes in their 
own tribute Monday as they 
joined a large throng of family 
and friends who remembered a 
Kentucky lawmaker who killed 
himself a day after vehemently 
denying accusations of sexually 

assaulting a teenage girl.
Family and friends of Dan 

Johnson gathered for his funeral 
at Heart of Fire church — where 
he had preached and took a 
public stand against allegations 
of sexual misconduct years 
earlier.

The day after he denied the 
allegations at a news confer-
ence, the 57-year-old Repub-
lican lawmaker’s body was 
found along a secluded road 
with what Bullitt County Cor-
oner Dave Billings said was a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound to 
the head.

On Monday, the crowd was 
so large at the funeral that a 
lawmaker who shared an office 
with Johnson at the state Cap-
itol in Frankfort was unable to 
get into the small, stone church.

Afterward, mourners filed 
out as a cold, light rain fell.

Johnson’s church prided 
itself on welcoming “real 
people.” David Adams, a polit-
ical operative who worked with 
Johnson on his campaign, had 
called it a “biker church” with 
“lots of leather jackets, lots 
of long hair and people that if 
you ran into them on the street, 
you might have a different first 
impression.”

Many of those bikers came to 
pay tribute to Johnson Monday. 
They revved their bike engines 
after the ceremony and joined 
the procession following the 
lawmaker’s body to a cemetery.

The only media outlet appar-
ently allowed into the ser-
vice was WDRB-TV. WDRB 
reported that the service began 
with singing and Johnson’s son, 
Judah, was the first to speak to 
the crowd.

“Anyone that knew my dad 
knew that he was about freedom 
and being free from the power 
of sin and death and all the 
above, and that being the case, 
this is a celebration,” he said.

A pastor and friend of the 

lawmaker, R.Z. Miller, told 
reporters afterward that “the 
spirt of the Lord was there.”

Miller said that Johnson’s 
children took part in the ser-
vice, and said: “They showed 
the world what really was being 
taught in their home, and that 
was a love of God.”

Johnson was elected to the 
Kentucky House of Represen-
tatives in 2016 amid a wave of 
Republican victories that gave 
the GOP control of the chamber 
for the first time in nearly a cen-
tury. During the campaign, he 
defied calls from Republican 
leaders for him to drop out of 
the race after media reported on 
some of Johnson’s Facebook 
posts comparing Barack and 
Michelle Obama to monkeys.

As a freshman legislator, 
Johnson sponsored bills having 
to do with religious liberty and 
teaching the Bible in public 
schools, but he was mostly out 
of the spotlight.

That ended a week ago when 
the Kentucky Center for Inves-
tigative Reporting published 
an account from a woman who 
said Johnson sexually assaulted 
her in the basement of the 
church fellowship hall in 2013. 
Police investigated the incident 
but closed the case and did not 
file charges.

Johnson termed the allega-
tions as “totally false” from the 
pulpit of his church last Tuesday. 
The self-appointed “pope” of his 
church led friends and family in 
singing a Christmas carol, and 
told reporters he would run for 
another House term in 2018.

But the next day, Johnson 
posted a Facebook message 
that asked people to care for his 
wife, Rebecca. He wrote that 
PTSD “is a sickness that will 
take my life, I cannot handle 
it any longer. It has won this 
life, BUT HEAVEN IS MY 
HOME.”

Kentucky lawmaker’s funeral 
in church where he preached 
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AmericAn SAmoA Power Authority

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
rFP no: ASPA18.002.eSD-wtr         closing Date & time: Friday, December 29, 2017 
issuance Date: november 24, 2017      no later than 2:00 p.m. local time
The American Samoa Power Authority issues a Request For Proposal (RFP) to invite qualified firms 
to submit formal, written proposals for the:

“Faga’alu Surface Water System”
Submission 
An original and one PDF copy of the Proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked: 
“rFP no. ASPA 18.002.eSD-wtr Fagaalu Surface water System.”   Submissions are to be sent 
to the following address and will be received until 2:00 p.m. (local time), wednesday, December 
20, 2017:
 Procurement Office 
 American Samoa Power Authority 
 P.O. Box PPB, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 
 Attn: Ioana Uli, Procurement Manager
Any proposal received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.  Late submissions will not be opened or considered and will be determined as being 
non-responsive.
Document
The RFP package outlining the proposal requirements is available at the Procurement Office at 
ASPA’s New Operations Building and may also be obtained from our Website: http://www.aspower.
com.
right of rejection
The American Samoa Power Authority reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals and 
to waive any irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted proposals that are not in the best 
interests of the American Samoa Power Authority or the public.

Approved for Issuance: utu Abe malae, Executive Director

PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa 96799
Phone No.: (684) 248-1234
bids@aspower.com

CORRECTS TO A PROBABLE SUICIDE INSTEAD OF COMMITTED SUICIDE   FILE - In this 
Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2017, file photo, Kentucky State Rep. Republican Dan Johnson addresses the public 
from his church regarding sexual assault allegations in Louisville, Ky. Johnson died Wednesday 
night, Dec. 13, 2017. Bullitt County Coroner Dave Billings says it was “probably suicide,” and an 
autopsy is scheduled for Thursday morning.  (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)

TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s 
Cabinet on Tuesday approved a 
plan to purchase a set of costly 
land-based U.S. missile combat 
systems to increase the coun-
try’s defense capabilities amid 
escalating threats from North 
Korea.

The approval will allow the 
Defense Ministry to buy two 
Aegis Ashore systems to add to 
Japan’s current two-step missile 
defense consisting of Patriot 
batteries and Aegis-equipped 
destroyers.

“North Korea’s nuclear 
and missile development has 
become a greater and more 
imminent threat for Japan’s 
national security, and we need 
to drastically improve our bal-
listic missile defense capability 
to protect Japan continuously 
and sustainably,” a statement 
issued by the Cabinet said.

The purchase will add to 
growing defense costs in Japan 
as Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s 
government pushes to allow 
the military a greater interna-
tional role and boost its missile 
combat capability.

Defense officials say two 
Aegis Ashore units can cover 

Japan entirely and would cost 
around 200 billion yen ($1.8 
billion), though they have not 
released exact figures. The 
deployment is planned for 2023.

Abe has said he fully backs 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
policy of keeping all options 
on the table, including pos-
sible military actions, against 
the North. Abe has vowed to 
bolster Japan’s security coop-
eration and increase use of 
advanced U.S. missile defense 
equipment.

Defense officials declined 
to give details about potential 
sites for Aegis Ashore deploy-
ment, while Japanese reports 
cited Self-Defense Force bases 
in Akita, northern Japan, and 
Yamaguchi, in southwestern 
Japan.Defense officials said 
they chose Aegis Ashore over 
an option of Terminal High-
Altitude Area Defense, or 
THAAD, because of its cheaper 
cost and versatility. Typically, a 
THAAD setup comes with 48 
missiles and 9 mobile launch 
pads, priced about $1.1 bil-
lion, and Japan would need at 
least six of those to defend the 
country, officials said.

Japan approves mis-
sile defense system 
amid NKorea threat 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration is publicly 
blaming North Korea for a ran-
somware attack that infected 
hundreds of thousands of 
computers worldwide in May 
and crippled parts of Britain’s 
National Health Service.

Homeland security adviser 
Tom Bossert wrote in a Wall 
Street Journal op-ed published 
Monday night that North Korea 
was “directly responsible” for 
the WannaCry ransomware 
attack and that Pyongyang will 
be held accountable for it.

Bossert said the adminis-
tration’s fi nding of responsi-
bility is based on evidence and 
confi rmed by other govern-
ments and private companies, 
including the United Kingdom 
and Microsoft.

“North Korea has acted espe-
cially badly, largely unchecked, 
for more than a decade, and its 
malicious behavior is growing 
more egregious. WannaCry was 
indiscriminately reckless,” he 
wrote.

Bossert said the Trump 
administration will continue 
to use its “maximum pressure 
strategy to curb Pyongyang’s 
ability to mount attacks, cyber 
or otherwise.”

The WannaCry attack struck 
more than 150 nations in May, 
locking up digital documents, 
databases and other fi les and 
demanding a ransom for their 
release.

It battered Britain’s National 
Health Service, where the 
cyberattack froze computers 
at hospitals across the country, 

closing emergency rooms and 
bringing medical treatment to 
a halt. Government offi ces in 
Russia, Spain, and several other 
countries were disrupted, as 
were Asian universities, Ger-
many’s national railway and 
global companies such as auto-
makers Nissan and Renault.

The WannaCry ransom-
ware exploited a vulnerability 
in mostly older versions of 
Microsoft’s Windows operating 
system. Affected computers 
had generally not been patched 
with security fi xes that would 
have blocked the attack. Secu-
rity experts, however, traced 
the exploitation of that weak-
ness back to the U.S. National 
Security Agency; it was part of 
a cache of stolen NSA cyber-
weapons publicly released by a 
group of hackers known as the 
Shadow Brokers.

Microsoft president Brad 
Smith likened the theft to “the 
U.S. military having some of 
its Tomahawk missiles stolen,” 
and argued that intelligence 
agencies should disclose such 
vulnerabilities rather than 
hoarding them.

WannaCry came to a 
screeching halt thanks to enter-
prising work by a British hacker 
named Marcus Hutchins, who 
discovered that the malware’s 
author had embedded a “kill 
switch” in the code. Hutchins 
was able to trip that switch, 
and the attack soon ended. In 
an unusual twist, Hutchins 
was arrested months later by 
the FBI during a visit to the 
U.S.; he pleaded not guilty and 
now awaits trial on charges 

he created unrelated forms of 
malware.

The United States and South 
Korea have accused North 
Korea of launching a series of 
cyberattacks in recent years, 
though the North has dismissed 
the accusations.

A South Korean lawmaker 
in October said North Korean 
hackers stole highly classifi ed 
military documents that include 
U.S.-South Korean wartime 
“decapitation strike” plans 
against the North Korean lead-
ership. Seoul’s Defense Min-
istry earlier said North Korea 
was likely behind the hacking 
of the Defense Integrated Data 
Center, which is the military 
data center where the informa-
tion was kept, in September last 
year but refused to confi rm the 
nature of the information that 
was compromised.

South Korea also last year 
accused North Korea of hacking 
the personal data of more than 
10 million users of an online 
shopping site and dozens of 
email accounts used by govern-
ment offi cials and journalists.

The United States in 2014 
formally accused North Korea 
of hacking Sony Pictures Enter-
tainment over the movie “The 
Interview,” a satirical fi lm 
about a plot to assassinate North 
Korea’s leader.

South Korea said in 2015 
that North Korea had a 6,000-
member cyberarmy dedicated to 
disrupting the South’s govern-
ment and military. The fi gure 
was a sharp increase from a 
2013 South Korean estimate of 
3,000 such specialists.

Trump administration blames 
NKorea for big ransomware attack 
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FILE - In this Sept. 11, 2017, fi le photo, White House homeland security adviser Tom Bossert 
speaks during the daily news briefi ng at the White House, in Washington. Trump’s administration 
is publicly blaming North Korea for a ransomware attack that infected hundreds of thousands of 
computers worldwide in May and crippled parts of Britain’s National Health Service. 

 (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)

NEW YORK (AP) — A fi re 
that roared through a Brooklyn 
home on the sixth night of 
Hanukkah, killing a mother 
and her three young children, 
was touched off by the family’s 
menorah, fi re offi cials said.

The fi re department late 
Monday released a statement 
saying fi re marshals determined 
the blaze to be accidental, 
caused by an “unattended lit 
menorah.”

Neighbors said the family 
kept the menorah in a living 
room window throughout the 
eight-day holiday, also known 
as the Jewish Festival of Lights.

“So often, tragedy strikes at 
this time of year, and the holi-
days make it that much more 
diffi cult because our commu-
nities should be celebrating, 
not mourning,” fi re department 
Commissioner Daniel Nigro 
said.Firefi ghters said unat-
tended candles, overloaded out-
lets and power strips “and many 
of the holiday traditions we all 
hold dear” often cause fi res.

Aliza Azan was found dead 
on the second fl oor of the 
single-family home near the 
children who perished: 11-year-
old Moshe, 7-year-old Yitzah 

and 3-year-old Henrietta. The 
children’s father and two teen-
agers were hospitalized in crit-
ical condition.

In all, nine people were in 
the house: the couple, their six 
children and a cousin. The other 
two people made it out alive.

The fi re was reported around 
2:30 a.m. in Brooklyn’s Sheeps-
head Bay neighborhood.

A longtime family friend 
and neighbor, Morris Levy, said 
the family had recently moved 
into the house. He said Azan’s 
father was a rabbi.

“A very nice lady,” he told 
The New York Times . “Such a 
beautiful family.”

Nigro said the children’s 
father saved two of his older 
children from the fi re and was 
seriously burned trying to get 
back inside the burning house.

“We believe that he acted 
very courageously and tried des-
perately,” Nigro said, according 
to the New York Post . “Hope-
fully it didn’t cost his life also, 
but it may.”

Firefi ghters arrived within 2 
1/2 minutes of the fi rst 911 call, 
but Nigro said the fl ames were 
already “consuming” all three 
fl oors of the building. 

Fire offi cials say lit 
menorah sparked 

fatal Hanukkah blaze 
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O le taimi na fa’atasia ai le aufaigaluega a le WIC - DHSS mo le fa’amavaega ma le tina o Avalua 
Vaouli, ua fa’amavae aloa’ia o ia ona ua mafai ona litaea ae se’i malaga mo ana talavai. Alofa’aga ma 
le fa’ailo fa’apitoa o lana tautua matavela i le matagaluega, sa saunia ma sainia e lana Fa’atonusili 
ua tu’ua le malo Dr Meki Solomona, sa taua’aoina lava i le vaiaso na te’a.

 [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

tusia Ausage Fausia
O se tasi o fautuaga sa 

tuuina atu e le afi oga i le Lutena 
Kovana, Lemanu Peleti Mauga, 
i le fa’auuga o le Vasega 26 o 
Leoleo fou a le malo i le vaiaso 
na te’a nei, o le lapataia lea o i 
latou ina ia fa’amaoni i le gal-
uega ma ia tausisi i le tulafono 
ua fi lifi lia i latou e fa’amalosia.

Na fa’atumulia le fale taalo o 
Tupulaga i Pago Pago i matua, 
aiga ma uo o alii’ ma tama’ita’i 
e to’a 27 na fa’au’u mai i le 
Vasega lona 26 a le Mataga-
luega o Leoleo a le malo, i le 
mae’a ai lea o vaiaso e 10 sa 
a’otauina ai i latou i le tulafono.

O Ta’ita’i o le malo na auai 
e aofi a ai le afi oga a Lemanu, 
lea na fai ma sui o le Kovana, 
o le afi oga i le Fa’amasino ia 
Mamea Sala Jr na gafa ma le 
fa’atautoina o leoleo fou, o le 
afi oga i le Senatoa ia Tuaolo 
Manaia Fruean sa avea ma 
komesina o Leoleo i tausaga 
ua mavae, o le afi oga i le Sui 
Fofoga Fetalai ia Fetui Fetui Jr, 
o se tasi sa avea muamua ma 
Leoleo a le malo, o le afi oga 
i le Maopu ia Soliai Tuipine 
Fuimaono, o le tofa a Leseiau 
Laumoli, sa avea muamua ma 
Sui Komesina o Leoleo, ao 
lea ua avea ma Fa’atonusili 
o le Ofi sa e Tete’e atu i faiga 
fa’asolitulafono, o iina fo’i lea 
o lo o aumai ai le alagatupe 
o lo o fa’atupeina ai totogi o 
leoleo fou ua fa’auuinanei, ma 
le afi oga i le Loia Sili a le malo, 
Talauega Eleasalo Ale.

O le susuga Dr. Rev. Faaf-
etai Fuimaono na taitaia le 
sauniga i se tatalo atoa ai ma le 
upu fa’amalosi e lu’itau ai loto 
o le Vasega Fa’au’u. Na faaautu 
le feau fi lifi lia mo le Vasega 
Faauu i le manatu, “Faalogo i le 
si’ufofoga o le Atua.”

Saunoa Dr. Rev. Fuimaono e 
fa’apea, afai e fa’alogo Leoleo 
fou i le ta’ita’iga a le Atua 
ma latou usita’i i ai, ona fai 
lea auala e manuia ai la latou 
fa’amoemoe.

I le saunoaga faapitoa o le 
aso, na faailoa ai e le afi oga a 
Lemanu i le Vasega Fauu le le 
mafai lea ona oo atu le afi oga i 
le ali’i Kovana, tofa Lolo Mata-
lasi Moliga mo le molimauina 
o le latou aso fi afi a, ona o lo o 
auai atu o ia i le faauuga a le 
Kolisi Tuufaatasi a le malo.

Na taua e Lemanu le tele 
o fa’afi tauli ma lu’itau o lo o 
fetaia’i ma Amerika Samoa i le 
taimi nei, e le gata i le fa’afi tauli 
o le tagofi a e tupulaga talavou 

o le ‘ava malosi ma fualaau 
fa’asaina, ae o le lu’itau fo’i i 
le taumafai lea o le malo e saili 
auala e foia ai le tele o fa’afi tauli 
ua tutupu mai i le atunu’u.

Sa ia faailoa i le vasega faauu, 
o le latou tiute na mafua ai ona 
aoaoina i latou, o le faamalosia 
o le tulafono ma ia mautinoa e 
puipuia le saogalemu o tagata 
lautele uma o le atunu’u, ae sili 
ai i lo ia mea uma, o le mafutaga 
vavalalata lea ma le Atua i soo 
se taimi.

“O la outou galuega o le 
auauina atu lea i soo se tagata, 
puipuia le saogalemu o le 
atunuu, ae sili ai le faamalosia 
o le tulafono ina ia mautinoa e 
savavali tagata uma i le tula-
fono. O mataupu sa aoaoina ai 
outou i totonu o le potu aoga 
mo le 10 vaiaso, o le a avea lea 
ma a’upega e manuia ai la outou 
fa’amoemoe,” o le saunoaga lea 
a Lemanu.

Sa ia faailoa i le au fa’auu e 
fa’apea, o le a tele lu’itau o le 
a latou fetaia’i i le taimi o le 
galuega, ae iloa gofi e le Leoleo 
ua fa’atumuina o ia i le poto, o 
le tulafono ma le meaalofa mai 
le Atua, e mafai ona ia fa’atino 
lana galuega ma le fa’amaoni.

Sa ia fautuaina i latou ina 
ia maua le alofa i tagata uma, 
fa’amuamua le aganu’u ma tau-
tala ma le fa’aaloalo, a ia sili ai 
le mata’u i le Atua ma tausisi i 
le tulafono.

Mai le to’a 27 o le vasega 
fa’au’u, o le to’a 24 o i latou 
ua fa’au’u e avea ma Leoleo a 
le malo, to’a 2 sui o le Mataga-
luega o le Puipuiga o le Sao-
galemu Lotoifale (DHS), ma le 
to’atasi mai le sui o le Ofi sa o 
Tiute a le malo.

LISI O LE AU FA’AU’U.
Iulio Afoa (DPS); Epitacio 

Aguimabag (DPS); Ropati Ale-
fosio (DPS); Forrest Ali’ilua 
(DPS); Sabrina Amosa (DPS); 
Sosene Faiai (DPS); Iosefa 
Fanolua (DPS); Leelynn Him-
phill (DPS) ; Daniel Letuli 
(DPS); Toia Levao (DPS); 
Joseph Liu Kuey (DPS); 
Patricia Murillo  (DPS); Faavae 
Papatu (DPS); Tuluiga Salanoa 
(DPS); Talitiga Schwenke 
(DPS); Hana Seafa (DPS); The-
resa Setu (DPS); Mose Simi 
(DPS); Tulutuluitao Taliga 
(DPS); Marieta Teletolio 
(DPS); Meaalofa Tiatia (DPS); 
Imelda Tumanuvao (DPS); Lee 
Vaouli (DPS); Fiatuina Wilson 
(DPS); Taotofi  Leota (Cus-
toms); Ripine Leasiolagi (DHS) 
and Valerie Fuimaono (DHS).

Fautuaina Leoleo fou 
ina ia fa’amaoni ma 
tausisi i le tulafono

ACCURACY
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our accuracy,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599

If you want to comment about our accuracy, 
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tusia Ausage Fausia
O lo o fa’agasolo i le taimi nei suesuega a le 

Matagaluega o Leoleo a le malo, i le fa’alavelave 
lea na tula’i mai i le po o le aso Tofi o le vaiaso 
na te’a nei, lea na fa’aleagaina ai se tasi o ta’avale 
a Leoleo ina ua tafana e se tagata poo ni tagata 
fo’i i tua o le nofoaga o le Ofisa o Fesootaiga a le 
malo (ASTCA) i Tafuna.

I se fa’atalatalanoaga ma le afioga i le Kome-
sina o Leoleo i le vaiaso na te’a nei, na fa’amaonia 
mai ai e le tofa Le’i Sonny Thompson lea tulaga 
i le Samoa News.

O le fa’alavelave e pei ona saunoa le Kome-
sina o Leoleo, na tula’i mai i le taimi na aga’i atu 
ai se ta’avale a Leoleo e tali i se valaau mai le 
Leoleo po a le ASTCA, e uiga i ni cherry bomb 
na tauai atu e ni tagata i totonu o le lotoa a le 
ASTCA.

Na taunu’u Leoleo ma taamilo i le lotoa mo 
sina taimi, ona fa’aauau atu ai lava lea o le siaki 
masani a Leoleo i le itu o lo o i ai le malae Base-
ball i tua atu o le o le nofoaga autu a le ASTCA.

A o fa’atino le siaki masani a Leoleo, sa 
moimauina le faitoto’a o le pa o loo matala, ona 
manatu ai loa lea o Leoleo ina ia siaki totonu o 
le lotoa pe aisea ua matala ai le pa o le malae 
Baseball. Na oso i fafo le isi Leoleo ma savali atu 
e siaki le pa ae ave atu e le isi Leoleo le ta’avale. 

I le taimi na tulioso uma ai i fafo Leoleo ma 
aga’i atu i totonu o le lotoa, na la vaaia ai loa 
se moli (flash) e foliga o se moli o se fana o loo 
aga’i mai i le isi itu pogisa o le malae. O iina na la 
iloa ai loa se tagata o loo ia fanaina le la ta’avale 
Leoleo.

O le isi pulufana na nuti nini’i ai le tioata pito 
i tua o le ta’avale pikiapu a Leoleo, ma agai atu 
ai le pulufana ma masae ai le vaega o le nofoa e 

faalagolago ai le ulu o le ave ta’avale, ae o le isi 
pulu na fana ma pu ai le faitoto’a o le pasese i le 
itu taumatau.

Saunoa Le’i e fa’apea, e le o se fa’alavelave e 
faigofie le faalavelave na tula’i mai i le vaiaso na 
te’a nei, ma o lo o fa’aauau pea i ai suesuega a le 
Ofisa o Leoleo. Ua ia talosagaina le atunu’u ina 
ia fesoasoani atu i Leoleo, e ala i le fa’ailoaina 
atu o ni fa’amatalaga latou te silafia e uiga i se 
tagata po o ni tagata sa latou fa’atinoina lenei 
solitulafono.

“O le a matou suesueina ma le toto’a lenei 
fa’alavelave, afai matou te mauaina le tagata 
poo tagata sa latou fa’atinoina, o le a matou 
molia i latou uma i le tulafono. Ae mo le silafia 
e le atunu’u, e taua atu le saogalemu o ali’i ma 
tama’ita’i Leoleo ia te a’u nai lo se isi lava tulaga 
o le galuega, o i latou nei o loo ofo atu o latou ola 
e puipuia ai le saogalemu o tagata ma le atunuu 
atoa,” o le saunoaga lea a Le’i.

E oo mai i le taimi nei e leai se tasi poo ni 
tagata ua masalomia e tusa ai o lenei fa’alavelave. 
Saunoa Le’i e fa’apea, o le a ia fa’aaogaina le 
tomai ma le malosi o Leoleo i le atunu’u e sailia 
ai i latou sa fa’atinoina lenei solitulafono. O le a 
ia talosagaina fo’i se fesoasoani mai fafo ina ia 
mautinoa ai e le sao e se atu i latou sa faatinoina 
lenei amioga palaai ma le taufa’amata’u i soifua 
o Leoleo.

“O lea ua tatou i ai i vaitau pisi o le tausaga, 
toatele aiga, fanau ma uo ua malaga asiasi mai i 
si o tatou atunuu, ae le tatau ona tutupu ai ni faa-
lavelave faapenei. O le mafua’aga lea e talosaga 
atu ai i le atunu’u atoa, afai e i ai se tagata na te 
silafia se fa’amatalaga e uiga i lenei fa’alavelave, 
fa’afesootai mai le Ofisa o Leoleo.” o le saunoaga 
lea a Le’i.

Se vaaiga atu lena i le ta’avale leoleo lea na a’afia i le fa’alavelave i le vaiaso na te’a nei.
 [ata AF]

Tau saili i latou na tafanaina 
ta’avale a Leoleo vaiaso ua mavae

E ui lava ina louloua ae le mafai ai ona tu’ua le polokalama ua mae’a fa’ataoto. Ua auai fo’i ma ona ta’ita’i i lea lava fa’amoemoe - Pesega o le Kerisimasi.
 [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

O se va’aiga i le matagofie fo’i o le toniga a le Aufaipese a le 
Susana Uesele, aulelei fo’i ma laufofoga fiafia le aufaipese e ui ina 
timuga ma louloua le tau, ae o tumau le olioli e vivi’i i le Atua. 
Malo le onosa’i. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

O nisi na o le Aufaipese siufofoga malie o le Ave o le Fetu 
Ekalesia Metotisi mai Fagaima, a’o tatalia lea latou avanoa e 
pepese ai i le ulua’i po o pesega fa’apitoa mo le Kerisimasi lea e 
fa’atautaia e le Arts Council ma le Faigamalo a Amerika Samoa.

 [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]
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tusia: Leua Aiono Frost
TUMAU UIGA LOULOUA O LE TAU - 

NOFOUTA TAIMI O FEOAIGA:
Ua fa’ailoa mai le tumau pea o uiga louloua o 

le tau i le taimi nei.
I le aso ananafi, sa matua iloga ona agi 

fa’ata’uta’u mai matagi i lona malosi e o’o i le 
65 maila i le itula, ae o le tele o taimi o matagi 
malolosi e amata mai i le 25 maila i le itula se’ia 
o’o i le 40 maila i le itula. O matagi e matele ina 
agi mai i le itu i matu o le atunu’u.

E toulu timuga i nisi taimi, e matele fo’i ina 
emo uila ma papa faititili i nisi o taimi. I le po 
anapo, sa toulu vava lava timuga o nisi o taimi e 
tetele, ae o nisi o taimi e toulu fa’atasi mai ma le 
agi o matagi malolosi. 

O le taeao nei ua fa’ailoa mai ai matagi malo-
losi e matele ina o’o i le 50 maila i le itula i taimi 
e to fa’ata’uta’u ai, ae o matagi e agi mai le itu i 
matu i sisifo e amata i le 20 - 35maila i le itula le 
malolosi.

I le afiafi ma le po o le aso, e toulu vava fo’i 
timuga. E i ai taimi e papa ai faititili. E agi mai 
matagi i le itu i matu i sisifo ae foliga mai se’e atu 
aga’i i sisifo i se taimi o le po. O le malolosi o na 
matagi e amata mai i le 20-35 mph i le aoauli nei, 
peita’i e a to fa’ata’uta’u le malosi o matagi e o’o 
le malosi i le 50 maila i le itula.

Ua mae’a fautuaina le mamalu o le atunu’u i 
tulaga o lologa ma sologa e ono tutupu mai ona 
o le tetele o matagi ma timuga o le toulu fa’atasi 
mai ai lava.

Ua fautuaina lava fo’i aiga uma i o latou 
fale nofo ina ia puipuiamalu, aua ua amata lava 
ona tetele mai matagi oso fa’ata’uta’u ma e ono 
afaina ai nisi o la’au e tutu i tafatafaane o maota 
ma laoa, ma e pa’u’u aga’i i fale.

O lo ua fautuaina fo’i le vaega o tagata 
femalaga’i i va’a laiti mo feoa’iga, ae maise o 
e fagogota, ia matauina uiga louloua o le tai ma 
fuafua tatau i ai fa’aiuga o fagotaga.
ULUA’I ASO POLOKALAMA PESEGA O 

LE KERISIMASI 2017
O le afiafi o le aso Sa na amatalia ai le polo-

kalama mo Pesega o le Kerisimasi 2017 i le Mal-
aeoletalu e fa’aaogaina ai le Pavillion. 

Peita’i, ua tafa le finagalo o le afioga le Kovana 
Sili Lolo Matalasi Moliga, e suia le nofoaga i le 
afiafi anapo, ona o le louloua o le tau ma ua le 
saogalemu ai le fanau ma le mamalu o le atunu’u 
o lo’o fia maimoaina nei fa’afiafiaga o lenei 
vaitau o le tausaga.

Na amata tatala aloaia le polokalama ina ua 
tutula’i le tina o le atunu’u e ki le moli mo le 
La’au Kerisimasi ua mae’a teuteuina lelei ma 
saunia fo’i e le Matagaluega a le Administrative 

Services a le malo. Ua matua felanulanua’i moli 
o le Kerisimasi, ma ua fa’afiafiaina le mamalu o 
le vasega o talavou sa auai ane mo latou sao o 
pesepesega o lenei vaitau fiafia o le tausaga.

Na saunoa fo’i le afioga le Kovana sili ina ia 
fa’amanuia le Kerisimasi ma le tausaga fou o 
lo ua olioli mai, i le mamalu o le atunu’u atoa 
ma i latou ua asiasi mai fo’i i le tatou atunu’u i 
lenei vaitau fiafia. “O le vaitau tatou te faipesega 
ai ma le fiafia, ina ia vi’ia le Atua ae maise o le 
meaalofa sili sa ia foa’ia, o lona alo ina ia saunia 
ai le taulaga togiola mo i tatou uma. Fa’amanuina 
lona suafa pa’ia ma ia tatou faipesega fa’afetai ia 
te ia lo tatou Atua silisili.”

O le vasega o aufaipese sa tofusao i lenei 
ulua’i po o pesega o le Kerisimasi, e to’a 13 i 
latou uma lava na pepese ma fa’afiafia. O i latou e 
aofia ai: Pavaiai CCCAS, Fa’asao & Marist High, 
Failolo Metotisi, Tafuna High School, Vailoatai 
CCCAS, Susana Uesele Metotisi, AOG Vatia, 
Fagatogo Ekalesia Katoliko, Ave o le Fetu Ao 
Metotisi Fagaima, Fagasa CCCAS, St. Josephs 
Fatuoaiga ma Leloaloa Metotisi.

Ona o le louloua o lenei vaitau, o lea ua faia 
ai le fa’aiuga, o le a fa’aauau i le Fale Laumei i 
Utulei le fa’amoemoe se’i loga lava ua toe logo 
atu fo’i le mamalu o le atunu’u, pe a suia mai 
uiga louloua o le tau o lo ua lofia ai i tatou i lenei 
vaitaimi.
LITAEA AVALUA VAOULI - 21 TAUSAGA 

TAUTUA I LE DHSS/WIC
Ua mae’a ona faia le fa’amavaega a le 

tama’ita’i foliga tausa’afia ma le fa’afiafia matua 
i so’o se taimi e asiasi ane ai mo le polokalama a 
le Fanau ma Tina Ma’itaga o le WIC i le Mataga-
luega o Alamanuia mo Tagata Lautele o le tatou 
Malo, Avalua Vaouli, ae lauiloa lava i si ona 
suafa vala’au e lona ofisa “Java.”

Na saunia e le tama’ita’i pule i le latou fo’i 
itu o le tautua, Josie Lutali ma le vasega o ta’ita’i 
fa’apea le aufaigaluega mamalu se latou meaalofa 
e fa’ataua ai lana tautua i le matagaluega ma le 
Malo, ae maise ai lava le vasega o matua ma 
fanauiti lea sa fa’afiafiaina o ia e fa’amasani ma 
fa’afeiloa’ia i ona laufofoga fiafia i aso ta’itasi, pe 
a o’o ane mo se fesoasoani.

O lana meaalofa sa tapena i ai le mamalu o le 
Pulega a le Matagaluega, o se tasi lea o toe mea 
taua sa faia e le fa’atonu ua maliu nei Fa’ailoga 
na tusia ai le fa’afetai fa’apitoa mo lana tautua 
mai lana matagaluega mo le  21 tausaga ae o lea 
ua agava’a ai o ia mo le Litaea ona ua gasegase.

O le fa’ailoga fa’apitoa lenei, o se tasi lea o toe 
mea na sainia fa’apitoa e le tofa Taeaoafua Dr. 
Meki Solomona a’o le’i tu’ua le Malo.

O se va’aiga i le matagofie fo’i o le toniga a le Ekalesia Metotisi mai Failolo, ma ua tapena fo’i mo le latou sao i pesega o le Kerisimasi 2017. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A federal judge on Monday 
ordered President Donald 
Trump’s administration to 
allow two pregnant immigrant 
teenagers in U.S. custody to 
obtain abortions.

U.S. District Judge Tanya 
Chutkan said the Republican 
administration can’t prevent 
the 17-year-old girls from exer-
cising their right to an abortion.

Both girls arrived in the 
country as unaccompanied 
minors and are being held in 
federal shelters, though it is not 
known precisely where. The 
American Civil Liberties Union 
went to court on behalf of the 
two girls, as it did in the case 
of a third 17-year-old girl who 
was able to obtain an abortion 
in October following a high-
profile court fight.

The current controversy 
stems from the Trump adminis-
tration’s opposition to abortion 
and its decision to change the 
policy of the Obama adminis-
tration concerning minors who 
are detained trying to enter 
the country. Earlier this year, 
the office in the Health and 
Human Services Department 
that oversees the shelters pro-
hibited them from taking steps 
to facilitate an abortion without 
its direct approval.

One teen is about 10 weeks 
pregnant, and the other is now 
about 22 weeks pregnant, 
Chutkan said. She “is quickly 
approaching the limit for abor-
tion in the state where she is 
being detained,” the ACLU 
argued in its lawsuit.

Lawyers for the government 
made clear at a court hearing 

earlier Monday that the admin-
istration would not allow her to 
have an abortion, Chutkan said 
in her ruling.

The administration appealed 
the judge’s ruling as it applied 
to the teenager who is 10 weeks 
along. It did not seek to stop 
the teenager who is about 22 
weeks pregnant from having an 
abortion.

Late Monday, an appeals 
court in Washington said the 
teenager who is 10 weeks along 
in her pregnancy must wait at 
least another day to have an 
abortion so that the court has 
more time to consider the case.

Scott Lloyd, the head of the 
HHS office that oversees the 
shelters, said in an email that 
facilities under HHS “should 
not be supporting abortion ser-
vices pre or post-release,” but 
rather “life-affirming options 
counseling.”

Chutkan said the HHS office 
continues to claim “ultimate 
authority to unilaterally veto 
the reproductive choices of the 
unaccompanied minors in its 
custody.”

The federal appeals court in 
Washington ruled for the third 
teenager in October, and her 
abortion took place without 
the administration asking the 
Supreme Court to step in.

That teenager is being held 
in Texas, where minors need 
either their parents’ consent or 
a judge’s approval for an abor-
tion. The other two girls are in 
states where minors don’t need 
consent, the ACLU said, but it 
has refused to identify the states 
or say where the teens are from.

Judge rules in favor 
of 2 immigrant teens 
who want abortions 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — Firefi ghters took 
advantage of calm winds in Southern California 
to reach 50 percent containment of a massive 
wildfi re, offi cials said.

“We’ve had a very productive day,” said 
Deputy Chief Mark Brown of the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protections. 
“The weather conditions were just right for us.”

Monday was the fi rst of a two-day window of 
calm winds in Santa Barbara and Ventura coun-
ties where the so-called Thomas Fire has burned 
for two weeks.

The fi re northwest of Los Angeles has now 
spread to about 423 square miles (1,095 square 
kilometers), making it the third biggest since 
accurate records were kept starting in 1932. The 
largest, the 2003 Cedar Fire in San Diego County, 
burned about 427 square miles.

Offi cials estimate the Thomas Fire will grow 
to become the biggest in state history before full 
containment, which is expected by Jan. 7.

It was still threatening communities northwest 
of Los Angeles, where thousands remain under 
evacuation orders.

The hot, gusty winds that caused a huge fl are-
up and forced more residents to fl ee over the 
weekend are expected to come back Wednesday.

The fi re churning through brush in Ventura 

and Santa Barbara counties has burned more than 
1,000 structures, including at least 750 homes. 
Some 18,000 more residences are still threatened.

Michael and Sonia Behrman told KABC-TV 
they fl ed their hillside home when heavy smoke 
blew in and returned to fi nd it in ashes.

“It’s just hard to put into words,” Michael 
Behrman said. “It’s where we live. It’s just smoke 
and ruin right now.”

The body of a fi refi ghter killed while battling 
the blaze was transported Sunday in a procession 
that rolled through fi ve counties before ending 
up at a funeral home in San Diego. Mourners 
stood on freeway overpasses to pay respects to 
fi refi ghter Cory Iverson, 32, who died Dec. 14 of 
burns and smoke inhalation. He is survived by 
his pregnant wife and a 2-year-old daughter.

The blaze is also blamed for the Dec. 6 death 
of a 70-year-old woman who died in a car crash 
on an evacuation route.

Everything about the fi re has been massive, 
from the sheer scale of destruction that destroyed 
entire neighborhoods to the legions of people 
attacking it. More than 8,000 fi refi ghters from 
nearly a dozen states battled the third largest 
wildfi re in state history.

The cause remains under investigation. So far, 
fi refi ghting costs have surpassed $117 million.

In this photo provided by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department, a Bombardier 415 Super 
Scooper makes a water drop on hot spots along the hillside east of Gibraltar Road in Santa Barbara, 
Calif., Sunday morning, Dec. 17, 2017. One of the largest wildfi res in California history is now 40 
percent contained but fl ames still threaten coastal communities as dry, gusty winds are predicted to 
continue.  (Mike Eliason/Santa Barbara County Fire Department via AP)

Massive Southern California 
wildfi re now halfway contained 

Schmoke had sent a letter 
to the student body explaining 
why he believes she was a good 
choice.

Those who turned their 
back on DeVos — gradu-
ating students and a handful 
of their relatives — are mostly 
African-American.

The closest DeVos came 
to acknowledging the criti-
cism was a call to listen with 
humility, rather than “join in 
the chorus of confl ict,” and then 

thoughtfully engage with those 
who disagree about “the real 
problems our country faces.”

“Be considerate and careful 
in the exchange of ideas,” she 
said. “Sometimes exchange 
requires raising your voice 
above the noise, but more often, 
it requires embracing the power 
of silence.”

Before the ceremony, sev-
eral dozen demonstrators pro-
tested across the street, among 
them faculty, LGBT activists, 

and a few students. Some car-
ried signs with slogans such 
as “democracy needs public 
schools.”

Associate Professor Debbie 
Kohl, who was one of the few 
protesting faculty members 
who agreed to give their name 
to a reporter, said many of her 
colleagues believe DeVos “rep-
resents policies and standpoints 
that are antithetical to the job 
we do here for our students.”

➧ Devos gives…
Continued from page 13
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MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A 
man who was alone in an inter-
view room at the Minneapolis 
police investigative unit in 
City Hall was shot by offi cers 
on Monday after he pulled out 
an “edged weapon” and began 
hurting himself.

“After attempting to subdue 
the adult male subject, offi cers 
discharged their weapons,” 
Police Chief Medaria Arra-
dondo said in a statement.

Arradondo said that the man 
was alone in the interview room 
late Monday afternoon when 
he pulled out the weapon. He 

was taken to a hospital but his 
condition was not immediately 
known.

Several offi cers involved 
in the incident have been put 
on standard administrative 
leave. The wounded man and 
the offi cers involved were not 
identifi ed.

The state Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension is investigating 
the incident. Arradondo says 
the room where the man was 
being held has a video system 
and any evidence will be turned 
over to the state investigators.

Police: Man who pulled 
weapon while in 

interview room shot 

O&O Inc. cAR REnTAL
PO Box 3897, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Located in Nu’uuli (O&O Inc. Wholesale)

Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 
(258-4563) or Tafa Leaupepe 

Office:  699-4484 • Fax:  699-2307
Email:  Rentals@ooeinc.com

2013 FORD F150 
Automatic (Green Truck)

2016 Toyota Corolla 
Automatic (White Car)

TAL Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 

Automatic (Green Truck)Automatic (Green Truck)
$130

Daily Rate

$80
Daily Rate

SPECIAL for weekly rate
1 day FREE for every 7 days rental!

    ‘’WE ARE NOW  
ACCEPTING ORDERS FOR ANY CAR PARTS’’

WITH AFFORDABLE PRICE 

2013 Toyota Sienna 
Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)

$120
Daily Rate

FILE - In this Feb. 11, 2017, fi le photo, Meryl Streep attends the Human Rights Campaign Greater 
New York Gala at Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. Streep says in a statement Monday, Dec. 18, 
that she did not know Harvey Weinstein was allegedly harassing and assaulting women when they 
worked together.  (Photo by Christopher Smith/Invision/AP, File)

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Meryl Streep says she did 
not know Harvey Weinstein 
was allegedly harassing and 
assaulting women when they 
worked together.

Streep says in a state-
ment Monday that Weinstein 
“needed me much more than I 
needed him and he made sure I 

didn’t know.” The Oscar winner 
says her association with him 
brought him credibility, which 
she says he used “to lure young, 
aspiring women into circum-
stances where they would be 
hurt.”

Streep says she composed 
the statement in response to a 
since-deleted tweet from Rose 

McGowan, who called out 
Streep for working with Wein-
stein. McGowan has alleged 
that Weinstein raped her.

Streep says she’s sorry 
McGowan sees her as an adver-
sary because they are on the 
same side in the fi ght to eradi-
cate the status quo power struc-
ture in Hollywood.

Meryl Streep: ‘I wasn’t delib-
erately silent’ on Weinstein 

FILE - In this April 26, 2017 fi le photo, Hennepin county 
attorney Mike Freeman appears at a news conference in Min-
neapolis, Minn. Freeman, a Minnesota prosecutor who publicly 
criticized agents investigating the death of an Australian woman 
fatally shot by a police offi  cer said Monday, Dec. 18, 2017, that 
he is sorry and was wrong to discuss the agency’s work in a public 
setting.  (Jerry Holt /Star Tribune via AP File)/Star Tribune via AP)

 MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) 
— A Vermont man who in 
a jealous rage doused his 
estranged wife with industrial-
strength lye and burned her so 
badly she needed a face trans-
plant has died at a Pennsylvania 
hospital.

Sixty-two-year-old Herbert 
Rodgers had been serving a 30- 
to 70-year prison sentence in 
Pennsylvania and died Monday. 
Vermont offi cials say it appears 
Rodgers’ death was “related to 
a medical issue.”

Rodgers admitted breaking 

into Carmen Tarleton’s house 
in 2007 intending to kill a man 
with whom he believed she 
was romantically involved. He 
poured the toxic chemical over 
her and later said, “I lost it, I 
just lost it.”

The Vermont health services 
director will conduct a review 
of Rodgers’ death.

Vermont houses some 
inmates out of state to alleviate 
overcrowding in its prisons. 
Rodgers was imprisoned in 
Michigan but was moved to 
Pennsylvania in June.

Man who doused 
wife in lye, prompting 
face transplant, dies
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Pavaiai CCCCAS youth choir Sunday night at the Fagatogo Malae. Th ey were the fi rst group on stage at the Fagatogo Pavilion on Sunday night, the fi rst evening of the 
40th Annual Territorial Holiday Music Festival sponsored by the Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts with additional 
funding from the Special Programs under the Governor’s Offi  ce. 

It now moves to the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium, due to bad weather conditions and runs through tomorrow night.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

Man who 
doused 

wife in lye, 
prompting 
face trans-
plant, dies 
MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) 

— A Vermont man who in 
a jealous rage doused his 
estranged wife with industrial-
strength lye and burned her so 
badly she needed a face trans-
plant has died at a Pennsylvania 
hospital.

Sixty-two-year-old Herbert 
Rodgers had been serving a 30- 
to 70-year prison sentence in 
Pennsylvania and died Monday. 
Vermont offi cials say it appears 
Rodgers’ death was “related to 
a medical issue.”

Rodgers admitted breaking 
into Carmen Tarleton’s house 
in 2007 intending to kill a man 
with whom he believed she 
was romantically involved. He 
poured the toxic chemical over 
her and later said, “I lost it, I 
just lost it.”

The Vermont health services 
director will conduct a review 
of Rodgers’ death.

Vermont houses some 
inmates out of state to alleviate 
overcrowding in its prisons. 
Rodgers was imprisoned in 
Michigan but was moved to 
Pennsylvania in June.
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PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — Conservationists have 
found a nest of the endangered 
Asian giant softshell turtle on 
a Mekong River sandbar in 
northeastern Cambodia, while 
115 new species of various 
other animal and plant life have 
been discovered in the greater 
Mekong region.

The New York-based Wild-
life Conservation Society said 
Tuesday that a nest of Asian 
giant softshell turtles was found 
on the Mekong between Kratie 
and Stung Treng provinces by 
conservationists from Cambo-
dia’s fisheries administration, 
the WCS and local communi-
ties. It said it was the first spot-
ting of such a nest so far this 
season.

It said the area is the only 
remaining location in Cam-
bodia where the huge turtles 
still breed.

The Asian giant softshell 
turtle has been listed as glob-
ally endangered. It was thought 
to be extinct in the Cambodian 
portion of the Mekong River 
until conservationists rediscov-
ered the turtles in 2007 along a 

48-kilometer (30-mile) stretch 
of the river between Kratie and 
Stung Treng provinces.

The WCS said that since 
2007, some 378 nests have been 
protected and 8,528 hatchlings 
released.

Meanwhile, the WWF issued 
a statement Tuesday saying that 
some 115 new species in the 
Greater Mekong region had 
been discovered by scientists.

It said that scientists from 
around the world conducted 
research in Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam, and discovered 11 
species of amphibians, two fish, 
11 reptiles, 88 plants and three 
mammals.

The discoveries include a 
beautifully colored frog found 
in the limestone karst moun-
tains of Vietnam, according to 
the statement.

Nest of endangered 
giant softshell turtle 
found in Cambodia 

Cambodian fishermen pull their fishing net on a wooden boat in Mekong river in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017.  (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)

Asian stocks 
mixed after Wall 
Street gains on 
tax cut hopes
BEIJING (AP) — Asian 

stock markets were mixed 
Tuesday after Wall Street 
gained on growing investor 
certainty U.S. lawmakers will 
approve tax changes.

KEEPING SCORE: The 
Shanghai Composite Index 
rose 0.6 percent to 3,287.48 
while Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 lost 
0.1 percent to 22,871.44. Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng advanced 
0.9 percent to 29,311.37 and 
Seoul’s Kospi lost 0.2 percent 
to 2,476.11. Sydney’s S&P-
ASX 200 gained 0.5 percent 
to 6,071.80 while benchmarks 
in New Zealand and Singapore 
also advanced. Taiwan fell 
while Southeast Asian bourses 
were mixed.

WALL STREET: Stocks in 
technology companies climbed, 
as did banks and retailers, 
which are likely to see lower 
taxes under proposed changes. 
Stocks have made hefty gains 
as congressional Republicans 
appeared to shore up enough 
support to approve the legis-
lation; voting was scheduled 
to start Tuesday. The biggest 
gains have gone to companies 
that pay relatively higher tax 
rates, including smaller, U.S.-
focused companies, banks and 
retailers. The Standard & Poor’s 
500 index gained 0.5 percent 
to 2,690.16. The Dow Jones 
industrial average advanced 
0.6 percent to 24,792.20. The 
Nasdaq composite.
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PITTSBURGH (AP) — A 
76-year-old museum owner 
who pulled a semiconscious 
man from a burning car fol-
lowing a crash in rural Pennsyl-
vania is one of 20 people being 
honored with Carnegie medals 
for heroism.The Pittsburgh-
based Carnegie Hero Fund 
Commission announced the 
award winners on Tuesday.

James Raymond Garvey Sr. 
was driving with his wife in 
November 2016 when he saw 
the burning wreckage of Ryan 
Hindinger’s SUV, according 
to the commission.Garvey ran 
to the vehicle, which had rolled 
over and landed upright after 
the crash, and urged Hindinger 
to get out. But the 26-year-
old was semiconscious and 
couldn’t open the driver’s side 
door because it was jammed 
shut. Flames ignited patches 
of brush that bordered the pas-
senger side of the vehicle, com-
plicating the escape.Garvey 
reached into the driver’s side 

window, grabbed Hindinger 
and then braced his feet against 
the side of the SUV as he pulled 
the man from the crash. Flames 
engulfed the car moments later.
The Hero Fund commission 
was founded and endowed by 
the late steel magnate and phi-
lanthropist, Andrew Carnegie. 
It has awarded roughly $39 mil-
lion to about 10,000 heroes or 
their families since 1904.

Other winners announced 
Tuesday:—Robin Ireland, 39, 
of Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
used a stick to scare off an 
attacker who stabbed a woman 
with pruning shears in July 
2016.—Jason Allen Williams, 
32, of Orange City, Florida, 
saved a man from the scene of 
a burning car crash in August 
2016.—Courtney Baynes 
Dorsey, 16, of Georgetown, 
South Carolina, died while 
trying to save his brother from a 
strong rip current in the Atlantic 
Ocean in July 2016.

—Demetrius T. Johnson, 
Sr., 24, of Buffalo, New York, 
died of smoke inhalation while 
attempting to save his son from 
a fire in February 2016.

—Terryann E. Thomas, 
46, of Topeka, Kansas, helped 
fight off a man who attacked 
a woman in a police station 
waiting room in July 2015.

—Austin Craig Welch, 18, 
of Bartow, Florida, drowned 
while helping his mother and 
sister escape from the strong 
currents of a fast-flowing river 
in September 2016.

—Davis Ilan Zinsenheim, 
22, of Marietta, Georgia, died 
when he tried to stop a friend 
from falling off a cliff in May 
2016.

—Thomas M. Petruszak, 57, 
of Manteno, Illinois, drowned 
while trying to help a man who 
fell into a Lake Michigan bay in 
September 2016.

—Noah Hill King, 38, of 
Panama City, Florida, saved a 
man from a burning car wreck 
in October 2016.

—Frank B. Conselman, 45, 
of Rockwall, Texas, saved a 
man from drowning in Florida 
in July 2016.

—James Edward Giles, 40, 
of Terrace, British Columbia, 
twice braved a burning building 
to save two young siblings in 
October 2016.

—Mark Rich, 52, of 
Randleman, North Carolina, 
rescued a 9-year-old girl from 
drowning at Atlantic Beach in 
July 2016.

—Joshua J. Owen, 33, of 
Kansas City, Missouri, fought 
off an assailant and saved a 
mother and baby after being 
shot in the face in September 
2016.

—Hilton Quintana, 59, and 
Kyle Van Note, 32, both of 
Pennsylvania, saved a man after 
a car crash.

—Angel Darlene Fiorini, 32, 
and Matthew Paul Burson, 45, 
both of Washington, helped pull 
a seven-year-old girl from the 
scene of a raging mobile home 
fire in October 2016.

DEVELOPMENT BANK OF AMERICAN SAMOA
P.O. BOX 9, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Office: (684) 633-4031 Fax: (684) 633-1163.   
Website: www.dbas.as

RFP:  Financial and Single Audit Services for 2017-2019
Approved to issuance by: Ruth Matagi-Fa’atili; DBAS President
Date of issuance: Dec 1, 2017
Date & Time Due:  December 30, 2017
 No later than 2:00 pm local time
DBAS requests proposals for financial audits and the related single audits for a period of three years, beginning with the 
audit of fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 2019. Fiscal and calendar years are coincident at DBAS. 
DocuMeNT
DBAS requests proposals for financial audits and the related single audits for a period of three years, beginning with the 
audit of fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 2019. Fiscal and calendar years are coincident at DBAS.
 

 Document: Requests for proposal packet outlining requirements will be available for pick up at DBAS on Friday Dec 1, 2017 
or emailing charmaine@dbas.as for information regarding the RFP. It can also be accessed through the DBAS website: 
www.dbas.as (click public notice).
The Request for Proposals (RFP) describes the specifications for the services to be provided in sufficient details to permit 
competition and allow the interested party to properly respond to the RFP.
 

This RFP is issued under Title 28, Chapter 1, of the American Samoa Code Annotated. 
DBAS invites the submission of proposals to include pricing and other details as indicated in the specifications. Attachments 
will be provided as an aid in presenting a comprehensive proposal consistent with the requirements of DBAS.
 

DBAS will select a contractor who best meets the needs of DBAS. The factors for selection will include, but not be limited to 
the following: understanding of the requirements of the financial and single auditors; verifiable ability to perform well; good 
reputation; flexibility, including ability to respond quickly to needs of a small client in a remote location and throughout the 
year; and reasonability of costs. 
The proposals will be reviewed by a committee consisting of representatives from DBAS management and board. The 
committee may request interviews with potential contractors after reviewing the proposals before the final selection is made.  
Submission: Proposals must be received by DBAS no later than 2:00pm local time on December 30, 2017. They may be 
mailed or hand delivered in a sealed envelope to: 

Development Bank of American Samoa
PO BOX 9 
Attention: Charmaine Faleaana
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

They may also be emailed to charmaine@dbas.as, as an attachment in Word Format with a confirming email required to 
confirm receipt; or faxed to DBAS at (684) 633-1163 with a confirming fax to confirm receipt. The original is to follow by 
airmail first class. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

20 honored by Carnegie 
Hero Fund Commission 

In this Friday, Nov. 17, 2017 photo, people prepare food in the kitchen area of the Smallman 
Galley, that prepares food for the four restaurants housed in the food hall in the Strip District of 
Pittsburgh. The Pittsburgh-based company that develops and manages food halls like the Smallman 
Galley, is eying Detroit as one of the newest locations for the trendy food service concept. 

 (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Skillfully crafted giant lanterns 
are lighting up the Christmas spirit in the Philippines.

Ten villages in Pampanga province took part in an annual giant 
lantern competition, proudly showcasing huge elaborate lanterns 
for everyone to see.

Small lanterns called “parols” traditionally decorate Filipino 
homes during the holiday season. In Pampanga, located on the 
outskirts of Manila, this tradition is followed on a much grander 
scale.

Compared to traditional Christmas lanterns that decorate many 
homes in the Philippines, Pampanga’s awe-inspiring giant lan-
terns are usually around 6 meters (20 feet) in diameter, holding up 
to 10,000 light bulbs.

Electricity to power the lights is run through wires attached to 
large steel cylinders that are turned by hand, in sync with back-
ground music. This creates a complex harmonization of lights and 
sounds, making each giant lantern unique.

After hours of fascinating displays of lights and sounds from 
the 10 competing lanterns, a giant lantern creatively led by 
TeTuesday, December 19, 2017 Aguilar took home the champi-
onship trophy for the fourth consecutive time.

“I proved that a four-peat is possible,” beamed Aguilar.
It takes almost a year of planning to painstakingly create these 

giant works of art. After winning the competition, Aguilar says 
he plans on meeting with his team to develop bigger and better 
concepts for next year’s event.

AP PHOTOS: Giant 
holiday lan-

terns light up the 
Philippines 

Th is Saturday, Dec. 16, 2017, photo shows a light display on a giant lantern that reads: “Bangon 
Marawi,” or Rise Marawi, to honor the southern Philippine city sieged by Islamic State-allied mili-
tants this year, in Pampanga province, Philippines. Skillfully craft ed giant lanterns light up the Fili-
pino Christmas spirit in the Philippines province on Saturday, ahead of the festive holiday. Ten vil-
lages in Pampanga province took part in an annual giant lantern competition, proudly showcasing 
huge elaborate lanterns for everyone to see.  (AP Photo/Iya Forbes)
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UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The United States on Monday 
vetoed a resolution supported 
by the 14 other U.N. Security 
Council members that would 
have required President Donald 
Trump to rescind his declara-
tion of Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel, a vote that showed the 
depth of global opposition to 
the U.S. move.

The United States was cer-
tain to veto the Egyptian-spon-
sored resolution, but its Arab 
supporters wanted the vote 
to demonstrate that countries 
everywhere and even many U.S. 
allies such as Britain, France 
and Japan are against Trump’s 
action.

The Palestinians immedi-
ately announced that they will 
seek a resolution with similar 
demands in the 193-member 
General Assembly, where there 
are no vetoes. But unlike the 
Security Council, the assem-
bly’s resolutions are not legally 

binding.
Palestinian Ambassador 

Riyad Mansour told reporters 
after meeting with the Gen-
eral Assembly president that 
he expects a vote this week. 
He said he hopes for “over-
whelming support” telling 
the Trump administration that 
the international community 
doesn’t accept the U.S. posi-
tion, which he said violates 
international law and Security 
Council and General Assembly 
resolutions.

U.S. Ambassador Nikki 
Haley called the Security 
Council resolution “an insult” 
that won’t be forgotten, saying 
the United Nations forced 
the U.S. to cast a veto simply 
because of its right to decide 
where to put its embassy. She 
said the veto — the first cast 
by the U.S. in more than six 
years — was done “in defense 
of American sovereignty and in 
defense of America’s role in the 

Middle East peace process.”
The vetoed resolution would 

have demanded that all countries 
comply with 10 resolutions on 
Jerusalem, dating back to 1967, 
including requirements that the 
city’s final status be decided 
in direct negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians.

It would also have affirmed 
that “any decisions and actions 
which purport to have altered, 
the character, status or demo-
graphic composition of the holy 
city of Jerusalem have no legal 
effect, are null and void and 
must be rescinded.”

Trump shattered decades of 
unwavering U.S. neutrality on 
Jerusalem on Dec. 6 when he 
declared that the United States 
recognizes the divided holy 
city as Israel’s capital and will 
move its embassy there. Trump 
insisted that after repeated 
peace failures it was past time 
for a new approach, saying his 
decision was merely based on 
reality.

The status of Jerusalem 
has been a central issue in the 
decades-long Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict, and Trump’s 
announcement was widely 
perceived as taking the side of 
Israel. It countered an interna-
tional consensus that Jerusa-
lem’s status should be decided 
in negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians, who claim 
east Jerusalem as the capital of 
their future state.

Trump’s announcement trig-
gered denunciations and dem-
onstrations around the world. 
Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas’ Fatah movement and 
other groups organized mass 
protests while its rival, the 
Gaza-based Islamic militant 
group Hamas, has called for a 
third violent uprising against 
Israel.Trump has been working 
on a new Mideast peace plan 
and says he remains committed 
to brokering a deal, despite the 
Jerusalem move.

Haley told the council “the 
United States has never been 
more committed to peace in 
the Middle East,” and called 
accusations that the U.S. is set-
ting back the prospect for peace 
“scandalous.”

But Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, in some of his 
sharpest rhetoric since Trump’s 
announcement, reiterated in 
public comments to senior Pal-
estinian officials Monday that 
he will no longer accept the 
U.S. as a Mideast mediator.

He said “a crazy person 
wouldn’t accept” that role for 
Washington after Trump’s 
action.

Haley said Trump “took 
great care not to prejudge final 
status negotiations in any way, 
including the specific bound-
aries of Israeli sovereignty in 
Jerusalem,” which must be 
decided by the Israelis and 
Palestinians. And she insisted 
that this position “is fully in 
line with the previous Security 
Council resolutions.”

FA’ASILASILAGA
OFISA O LE KONESULA SAMOA:   

ASO MALOLO KERISIMASI MA LE TAUSAGA FOU

E fa’asilasila atu ma le agaga fa’aaloalo i le mamalu o le atunu’u femalagaa’i e faapea:
O le a tapunia le Ofisa o le Konesula Aoao o Samoa, e afua atu i le 12:00 aoauli o le Aso Faraile, Tesema 22, 2017; seia aulia le 
itula 8:30 i le taeao o le Aso Lulu,  
Ianuari 03, 2018; mo Aso Malolo o le Kerisimasi ma le Tausaga Fou.
E fautuaina ai le mamalu o e foufou malaga i Tumua e mana’omia pemita, po o nisi auaunaga a lo tatou Ofisa nei mo ia aso Malolo, ina 
ia tapena mamao i ai.
Fa’afeta’i mai lo tatou Ofisa nei i telefoni 633-5919/633-5920; po o le imeli amtvpk1@gmail.com, pe a man’omia.

SUI TAIMI TAPUNIA O LE OFISA ASO FAIGALUEGA MASANI
Ina ia fesoaosani atili mo tapenaga mo aso Malolo, o le a suia ai le taimi tapunia ai le Ofisa mai le 3:00 (o lo’o iai nei) i le 3:30 p.m. i le 
Aso Faraile, Tesema 01, 2017 se’ia o’o i le Aso Tofi,  
Tesema 21, 2017.

A O TAPUNIA LE OFISA:  TESEMA 25, 2017 - IANUARI 02, 2018
Mo ni Mataupu Le-Ma’alofia/Faanatinati a o tapunia le Ofisa ma aso Malolo ua ta’ua i luga; fa’amolemole fa’afeso’ota’i ane 
Alii Ofisa ia i Apia:
        1.  To’alepai Valhalla Siaopo Pese:  +685-771-2166
         2.  Tailaoa Falaniko Lesa:  +685-777-4504
E momoli atu le fa’afetai tele i le mamalu o le atunuu femalagaa’i mo lo outou taupati fai-pa’aga i lenei tausaga o le a mavae atu.  Malo 
onosa’i, malo tauapati.
Momoli atu Mo’omo’oga alofa mo se Kerisimasi Fiafia ma le Tausaga Fou Manuia.
OFISA KONESULA-AOAO SAMOA

SAMOA CONSULATE GENERAL: 
CLOSURE OF THE OFFICE FOR CHRISTMAS 2017 & NEW YEAR 2018

The general public is hereby advised that the Office of the Samoa Consulate-General will be Closed from 12:00 
Noon, Friday, December 22, 2017 until 8:30a.m.,  
Wednesday, January 03, 2018.
The traveling public is therefore urged to arrange for their needed documentation and permits well before closure, to 
avoid disappointment. 
Contact phone numbers and e-mail address remain the same (i.e. phone:  633-5919/633-5920 and email amtvpk1@
gmail.com)

CHANGE OF CLOSING TIME
To assit in facilitating the procurement of documents and entry permits, the Consulate will extend its opening hours by 
Closing at 3:30pm on work days from Friday, December 01, 2017 until Thursday, December 21, 2017.
During closure for Christmas and New Year (December 25, 2017 - January 02, 2018).
For Emergency and extenuating circumstance only:  Please contact the following  
Immigration Officers in Apia:
              1.  To’alepai Valhalla Siaopo Pese:  +685-771-2166
               2.  Taliaoa Falaniko Lesa:  +685-777-4504
We take this opportunity to wish all our clients and the people of American Samoa all the very best for a most happy 
and joyous Christmas, and a safe and successful New Year.

SAMOA CONSULATE-GENERAL

US vetoes UN resolution against 
Trump’s Jerusalem decision 

Demonstrators hold a Palestinian flag as they stage a protest 
against U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to recognize Jeru-
salem as the capital of Israel in Paris, France, Sunday, Dec. 17, 
2017. An estimated 400 protestors gathered Sunday in the rally 
called by Palestinian associations.  (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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BEIRUT (AP) — As Presi-
dent Bashar Assad seeks to 
reassert his authority in Idlib, 
the only remaining province 
in Syria where his forces have 
almost no presence, he may be 
aided there by deep fractures 
within al-Qaida, the militant 
group that dominates the region.

A recent wave of deten-
tions and a spate of violence 
within al-Qaida have also raised 
fears of an all-out war between 
insurgents in the heavily popu-
lated province near Turkey as 
Assad’s forces make their push.

Assad lost control of Idlib 
nearly three years ago and he has 
vowed to recapture it, but that 
is expected to be a bloody and 
costly fight. The militant haven 
is heavily fortified and home to 
thousands of fighters who trans-
ferred there from other parts of 
the country. It is also where tens 
of thousands of civilians settled 
after fleeing fighting in Aleppo, 
Homs, the suburbs of Damascus 
and elsewhere.Tensions inside 
Idlib have been on the rise for 
months, reflecting a power 
struggle between hard-line for-
eign fighters loyal to al-Qaida’s 
leader, Ayman al-Zawahri, and 
its more moderate Syrian mem-
bers.The tensions worsened in 
late November after a wave of 
detentions by an al-Qaida-linked 
group against more extremist, 
mostly non-Syrian members. 
Among those detained were two 
of al-Qaida’s most esteemed 
leaders and founding members 
of the extremist group’s branch 
in Syria, who were set free days 
later after pressure by factions 
within the group who threatened 
to withdraw from the battlefield 
in protest.The Nov. 27 raids 
by the al-Qaida-linked Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham — Arabic for 
Levant Liberation Committee, 
also known as HTS — took 
many by surprise and angered 
al-Zawahri, who accused his 
top man in Syria of betrayal.

The detentions, ordered by 
HTS leader Abu Mohammed 
al-Golani, were the clearest 
indication yet of the sharp divi-
sions within the international 
terror network. They also come 
as al-Golani appears to be 
edging closer to Turkey, which 
is trying, along with Iran and 
Russia, to bring an end to the 
country’s civil war, now in its 
seventh year.

HTS was until recently on 
the ascendant in Syria, crushing 
potential opponents in Idlib as 
its rival, the Islamic State group, 
faced significant setbacks, 
losing most of the territory it 
once held in the country.

Those who were detained 
included Jordanian citi-
zens Sami Oraidi, al-Qaida’s 
former top religious figure in 
Syria, and the highly secretive 
former military commander in 
southern Syria, Ayad Toubasi, 
also known as Abu Julaybib al-
Urduni, brother-in-law of the 
late al-Qaida in Iraq leader, Abu 

Musab al-Zarqawi.
After their detentions, other 

al-Qaida officials, including a 
prominent cleric, went to ask 
al-Golani why their comrades 
were detained. But the men 
ended up being taken into cus-
tody themselves.

“The campaign of arrests 
against our brothers and cadres 
will not stop us from continuing 
our struggle against the ene-
mies of God and will open for 
you a door that you will wish 
you never opened,” a Syria-
based al-Qaida commander, 
Abu Humam al-Shami, who is 
opposed to HTS, warned earlier 
this month.

Days after al-Shami’s 
warning, intense clashes broke 
out between HTS and the Jund 
al-Malahem faction that split 
from it in October and is close 
to the detained al-Qaida offi-
cials, leaving at least seven 
people dead.

“There are widespread con-
cerns of a full-blown confron-
tation between the two sides,” 
said an opposition activist in 
northern Syria who lives in areas 
controlled by HTS. Speaking 
by telephone, he asked that his 
name not be made public for 
fear of reprisals by the militants.

The activist said that dozens 
of other members and com-
manders, including one known 
as Abu Khadija who used to 
run al-Qaida’s notorious al-Iqab 
prison, were also detained.

“It is clear that the jihadist 
movement in Syria is suffering 
probably the worst moment 
of internal fighting since the 
2013 schism between ISIS and 
Jabhat al-Nusra,” said Jennifer 
Cafarella of the Washington-
based Institute for the Study of 
War, using an alternate acronym 
for the Islamic State group. 
Jabhat al-Nusra or the Nusra 
Front was the predecessor of 
HTS before it changed its name.

Oraidi and Toubasi were 
released after pressure by two 
of HTS’s most powerful armed 
wings, which were on the verge 
of withdrawing from the fight 
against Assad’s forces if the two 
were not released, according to 
Assem Zeidan of the Turkey-
based Jabhat al-Nusra Viola-
tions group that traces al-Qai-
da’s atrocities in Syria.

HTS said in a statement that 
the detainees, whom it did not 
identify, have “ruined the foun-
dations” of the organization it 
said was dedicated to “setting 
up a Sunni entity that gathers 
all the powers of the people of 
the Levant to fight the enemy 
and represent the people of 
Syria.” It did not say what their 
offenses were.

The detentions angered 
al-Zawahri, who released an 
audio recording in which he 
accused HTS and al-Golani 
of “betraying the vow of alle-
giance,” adding that al-Golani’s 
decision to break ties with al-
Qaida last year had weakened 

the international terror network.
The move, in which Syria’ 

al-Qaida branch, known at the 
time as the Nusra Front, cut all 
ties with the international terror 
network, was seen by many as 
an attempt to improve its image. 
Months later, it formed and led 
a coalition consisting of several 
militant groups that became 
known as HTS, and crushed 
most rival groups in areas it 
controlled.

Ahmad Hamade, a Syrian 
army colonel who defected early 
in the conflict, said that HTS 
is more tolerated in northern 
Syria, where al-Qaida’s more 
extremist factions are usually 
not welcomed. In fact, many 
HTS fighters were members of 
the Free Syrian Army, the main-
stream rebels fighting to topple 
Assad, he said.

Cafarella said that what hap-
pened over the past year with 
al-Qaida in Syria was that al-
Golani, “a forward-leaning, 
visionary subordinate, told his 
skeptical boss (al-Zawahri) to 
just trust him and let him imple-
ment his vision for the good of 
the organization.”

“The subordinate failed to 
generate the promised out-
come in acceptable time, how-
ever. The skeptical boss there-
fore reclaimed control,” said 
Cafarella who closely follows 
jihadi groups in the Middle 
East.

For months, al-Qaida’s 
branch in Syria has been wit-
nessing rivalry between its 
mostly Syrian, relatively mod-
erate members and the foreign 
fighters who remain loyal to al-
Zawahri. The tension became 
more apparent after Turkey 
started sending troops into areas 
held by HTS in northern Syria 
in October, with some HTS 
members supporting Ankara’s 
incursion and foreign fighters 
calling against it.

Asad Kanjo, an opposition 
activist from Idlib who cur-
rently lives in Britain, said that 
the divisions within al-Qaida’s 
branch in Syria are the result 
of al-Golani trying to market 
himself as a Syrian leader who 
has no links to the international 
terror network.

“This is a purely Turkish 
move. Turkey wants the Syrian 
branch (HTS) to cut all links 
with the international organi-
zation,” Kanjo said, paving the 
way for al-Golani to join the 
political process.

Hassan Hassan of the Tahrir 
Institute for Middle East Policy 
wrote recently that HTS seeks 
to establish ties with countries 
like Turkey in an attempt to 
become part of the solution.

“This will further push away 
hard-line jihadis and al-Qaida 
loyalists who have to make 
a decision about their fate in 
a country that is increasingly 
divided into spheres of influ-
ence of foreign countries,” he 
wrote.

Al-Qaida divisions may aid 
Assad as he eyes Syria’s Idlib 

Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo

Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm
(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American 
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide  
a very affordable and friendly service.
Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE, 
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?
•	 Call	for	a	FREE	PEST	EVALUATION	OR	NO	 

OBLIGATION INSPECTION
•	 We	do	GROUND	TERMITE	TREATMENT	&	 

CONSTRUCTION	PRE_TREATMENTS
•	 We	provide	services	for	Houses,	Boats,	Cars,	 

Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture 
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

Ph. 252-2964

FILE - In this Friday, Jan. 11, 2013 file photo, citizen jour-
nalism image provided by an anti-Bashar Assad activist group 
Edlib News Network (ENN), which has been authenticated based 
on its contents and other AP reporting, rebels from al-Qaida-
affiliated Jabhat al-Nusra, also known as the Nusra Front, sit on 
a truck full of ammunition at Taftanaz air base, that was cap-
tured by the rebels in Idlib province, northern Syria. As President 
Bashar Assad seeks to reassert his authority in the northern prov-
ince of Idlib he may be aided by deep fractures within the militant 
extremist group that that dominates in the region

 .(Edlib News Network ENN via AP, File)
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