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Some youth members 
from Sua County who were 
at Onesosopo Park this past 
Saturday, when the Sua 
County Coalition against 
“Alcohol, Tobacco and Other 
Drugs” (ATOD) hosted a day 
full of activities, games, and 
presentations.

 [photo: Blue Chen-Fruean]

Andra Samoa is one of 70 
“Inspiring Pacific Women”

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Local environmentalist Andra Samoa is one of the sev-
enty “Inspiring Pacific Women” recognized and profiled by 
the regional Pacific Community, formerly known as the South 
Pacific Community, or SPC, which is celebrating its 70th anni-
versary later this year. 

“I’m deeply honored and humbled to be in the presence of 
many distinguished and inspiring women throughout the Pacific 
Region,” said Samoa yesterday responding to Samoa News 
inquiries. 

She was nominated by colleagues at the University of Hawaii, 
Manoa, “who have tolerated my passion — although too aggres-
sive — to develop programs that will build local capacity not only 
for American Samoa but also throughout the Pacific Region,” 
Samoa said. 

Several months ago, the Pacific Community posed the ques-
tion to a global audience: “Do you know an inspiring Pacific 
woman?” for its participatory campaign that looked to identify 70 
Inspiring Pacific Women, who have helped shape development 
of the region, according to background information on the Pacific 
Community’s website, which noted that over 200 nominations 
poured in from around the Pacific and other parts of the world for 
the campaign.

The resulting profiles highlight Pacific women who have made 
a significant contribution to the social, economic, cultural, and 
political development in Pacific islands countries and territories.

SPC started publishing on July 24th, and everyday thereafter 
for 70 days, a new profile of an inspiring Pacific woman to mark 
its 70th anniversary, and to lead up to the 13th Triennial Confer-
ence of Pacific Women and 6th Meeting of Ministers for Women 
in Suva, Fiji later this year on Oct. 2-5. 

For Andra Samoa, her profile was published late last week.

Local Red Cross volun-
teers being requested 
for deployment...

Filipino community hosts 
visiting Philippine Consu-
late delegation
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Members of the Filipino Community of American Samoa (FCAS), together with the nine-
member delegation of the Philippine Consulate from Honolulu, Hawaii who traveled to the ter-
ritory last week to assist the local Filipino Community members with, among other things, issues 
regarding immigration and citizenship. [photo: Bea Galzote]

Andra Samoa is one of the 70 “Inspiring Pacific Women,” 
recently recognized by the regional Pacific Community, formerly 
known as the South Pacific Community, or SPC. The women have 
helped shape development of the region, according to PC. See 
story for full details. [Courtesy photo]

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The Lolo Administration’s proposed Basic 
Budget for the new fiscal year 2018 shows the 
American Samoa Government’s workforce at 
over 6,500, which is a slight decrease compared 
to the approved FY 2017 budget due to career ser-
vice employees retiring. However, the FY 2018 
Supplemental Budget, which is funded by local 
revenues, is proposing just over 200 positions 
— upping the number of government workers in 
2018 by over 150.

The Supplemental budget is dependent on 
the passage of new revenue measures currently 
before the Fono, of which the governor has said, 
if they are not passed, the Supplemental Budget 
is a ‘no go’.

In his cover letter to Fono leaders that includes 
the Basic FY 2018 Budget, Gov. Lolo Matalasi 
Moliga said the total number of positions pro-
posed for the new fiscal year is about 6,555 com-
pared to 6,612 approved in FY 2017. 

He said this reflects an overall decrease of 
about 56 positions in career service, which can 
be attributed to retirement. 

Samoa News notes that the ASG workforce 
includes semi autonomous agencies such as the 
American Samoa Power Authority, and the LBJ 
Medical Center. 

Of the total ASG workforce proposed in 
FY 2018, about 1,565 are contract workers (an 
increase of 5% from FY 2017) and about 4,990 
for career service — a 2% decrease from FY 
2017, according to data included in the gover-
nor’s letter. 

Position distribution by funding source shows 
about 2,453 funded by local revenue; 2,265 with 
federal funding; and 1,837 under Enterprise Fund 
— which is where the semi autonomous agencies 
are listed and other ASG entities — such as the 
Airport Division and ASG Housing. 

According to the governor, a total of 216 posi-
tions are being proposed in the FY 2018 supple-
mental budget, with a little over 160 being career 
service and over 50 are on contract. Among the 
positions in the supplemental are 11 employees 
for the LBJ Medical Center and the American 
Samoa Community College.

The Administration is also proposing 
$500,000 under the Special Programs for the FY 
2018 Basic Budget for the Workforce Devel-
opment Fund program, which the governor 
explained “offers early retirement incentives to 
ASG employees eligible for retirement, allowing 
the availability of these job positions for new 
workers.”

(This funding allocation is not specifically 
identified in the FY 2017 budget, according to 

ASG workforce increases by 150+ 
if Supplemental Budget is passed

THAT’S ABOUT 6,700 WORKERS - MAKING GOV’T LARGEST EMPLOYER 

(Continued on page 10)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The local American Red 
Cross office has received a 
“general request” for Red Cross 
volunteers for possible deploy-
ment to the U.S following the 
devastation left behind at var-
ious cities in Texas, especially 
in Houston, by Category 4 Hur-
ricane Harvey, which made 
landfall last Friday evening but 
by Sunday was downgraded to 
a Tropical Storm, but is still 
causing havoc with torrential 
rains.

Since last Saturday, national 
news organizations started 
reporting that Red Cross vol-
unteers are being mobilized 
in states for deployment to the 
affected cities in Texas.

In Hawai’i, a handful of Red 
Cross volunteers have started to 
deploy, according to Honolulu-
based Hawai’i News Now, in a 
television news segment aired 
Sunday afternoon.

When asked if the local Red 
Cross has been requested to 
deploy volunteers in the after-
math of the hurricane, local 
American Red Cross manager 
Val Tuilefano said yesterday, 
“We have received a general 
request from both the division 
and regional level.”

American Samoa is part of 
the Pacific Division including 
California, Oregon, Wash-
ington, Alaska and Hawai’i as 
well as the territories of Guam 
and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. Fur-
thermore, American Samoa is 
part of the San Diego/ Imperial 
Counties region.

As of yesterday morning, 
“We are considering volunteers 
already in the American Red 
Cross online data base system 
called Volunteer Connection,” 
Tuilefano told Samoa News. 
“We currently have about 45 
registered with 15 that have 
been active in the past year. 
This means the priority will 
begin with the 15 and so forth.”

“Naturally, the four local 
Red Cross volunteers [who] 
were deployed last year to the 
U.S East Coast & North Caro-
lina are our first picks, granted 
they are ready and able to 
deploy,” he said, adding that the 

Red Cross is open to signing up 
new interested volunteers as it 
would “benefit our Territory to 
have a strong volunteer base to 
draw from, if the need arises for 
a greater number of volunteers 
for this disaster or any other 
disasters in the future.”

As Tropical Storm Harvey 
continues to stall along the US 
Gulf Coast, it has caused major 
flooding problems for several 
areas in the state of Louisiana. 

As to possible locations in 
which the local Red Cross vol-
unteers will be deployed to and 
the work they will be involved 
in, Tuilefano said locations 
given to the office in San Diego/
Imperial Counties and Amer-
ican Samoa are in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana and Dallas, Texas.

“More information is being 
compiled and assimilated as 
the week progresses. Right now 
the duties for American Samoa 
deployment are in shelter 
work,” he said. “However, 
these duties may change upon 
arrival, based on their specific 
skill sets captured in the online 
Volunteer Connection registra-
tion forms.”

“We will remain in contact as 
I firm up the American Samoa 
Red Cross team and receive 
the official word of approval,” 
he said, adding that, “deploy-
ment for American Samoa can 
be costly as compared to those 
volunteers residing on the 
mainland.”

“It must be noted when 
American Samoa is approved 
to deploy, it is due to the over-
whelming support and most 
positive relationship with our 
San Diego Chapter, [which] 
has for the past 4 years taken 
American Samoa under their 
wing — providing resources, 
training and opportunities 
such as these deployments to 
build and strengthen our local 
capacity in disaster response,” 
Tuilefano shared.   National 
news media quotes Texas offi-
cials saying yesterday that at 
least 8 deaths are blamed on 
Harvey. Houston-based KHOU 
television station reported yes-
terday morning that six family 
members were believed to have 
drowned when their van was 
swept away by floodwaters. 

Local Red Cross volun-
teers being requested for 

deployment to the US
JUDICIAL BRANCH

HIGH COURT OF AMERICAN SAMOA
POSITION VACANCY

Position Title: COURT CLERK I
Definition:
Court Clerk: serves as clerk to the judge in court hearings & trials which includes recording 
proceedings, administering oaths, filing exhibits, maintaining case files & entering dispositions: 
services counter, answers telephones & provides information on court functions & procedures: 
prepares court calendar for court to which assigned: sets trial dates & pre-trial conferences notes 
to approval of the judge & processes notices to counsels & parties: collects fees, bails, fines, etc., 
issues receipts & records same in cash journal; performs other duties. 
Education:
Any combination equivalent to graduation from high school and three years of responsible 
experience including at least one year relating to court of legal procedure. Years of directly 
progressively responsible working experience may be substituted for portion of academic 
requirement.
Knowledge and Ability:
Through knowledge of legal terminology and court procedures ability to keep accurate court records, 
ability to type 50 words a minute with maximum accuracy.
Starting salary will be adjusted according to experience
Application Instructions: All applications must be submitted to the High Court Administrator, by no later than 
4:00 p.m. Friday, September 1st, 2017.  Applications are available at the Court Clerks window at the High 
Court Building in Fagatogo during regular business hours.

Some of the staff from DOE’s School Lunch Program, who were present at yesterday’s annual 
Dept. of Education general assembly, held at the Tafuna High School Gymnasium. 

 [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]
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by Mark Espiritu
Special to Samoa News

The new officers for the Fili-
pino Community of American 
Samoa (FCAS), in an effort to 
improve the unity and struc-
ture of their countrymen’s 
lives in the territory, were able 
to collaborate with the Philip-
pine Consulate organization 
from Hawai’i, which resulted 
in a delegation from Hawai’i 
arriving in the territory this past 
weekend.

The Consulate delegation 
traveled to American Samoa 
to help the local Filipino com-
munity members with various 
issues including FCAS member-
ship registration and renewal, 
passport renewals, applications 
for notarial service, authentica-
tion of documents, reports of 
births and marriages, dual citi-
zenship, and the administration 
of the Oath of Allegiance for 
dual citizenship. 

This past Saturday, August 
26th, the FCAS hosted the 
“2017 Consular’s Night” at the 
Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium in 

Utulei.
The event was not only held 

to welcome the Consulate Gen-
eral from Hawai’i, but also to 
carry out the ceremonial oath 
of office for the newly elected 
officers and board of directors 
of FCAS.

The opening ceremony fea-
tured the national anthems of 
the United States, American 
Samoa, and the Philippines, fol-
lowed by a prayer offered by 
Rev. Father Vaiula Iulio.

Newly elected FCAS presi-
dent Renato A. Sello offered 
opening remarks, followed by 
Attorney General Talauega 
Eleasalo Ale inducting the 
FCAS new officers.

Consul General Gina A. 
Jamorlin, Lt. Gov. Lemanu 
Palepoi Sialega Mauga, and 
former FCAS president lorgio 
Baul (1991-1993) all offered 
special remarks during the 
event/

The night concluded with 
dinner and dancing, which 
included a mix of Samoan and 
Filipino entertainment. The 

FCAS dance group performed 
the traditional bamboo tinikling 
dance while the Taupou Manaia 
Dance academy performed their 
siva with a taualuga by Korina 
Lee. 

The three-day outreach 
program started at the Tedi of 
Samoa (Fagatogo Square) com-
pound last Saturday and con-
cluded yesterday.

According to the delegates, 
“The outreach program — made 
possible by the newly elected 
officers — will not only help 
and better the community but 
also all the individuals that the 
program will be able to assist.”

TRAINING PROGRAM
•	 CULINARY	COOKING	(A’oga	Kuka)
•	 FLOWER	ARRANGEMENT	(Tui	Teu)
•	 ELEI	PRINT	&	HAND	PAINT	(Elei)

Now	open	for	registration	for	sessions	
beginning	September	5th	-	December	8

Orientation:	September	5,	2017	@	10:00am	
Location:	Youth	Center	

For interested church groups (Youth/Women’s groups) DYWA 
staff is available to provide training at on-site locations. 
Call Loretta Misiaeta or Maria Seumalo @ 644-2836 or  

email: royausage684@yahoo.com

AMERICAN	SAMOA	GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENT	OF	YOUTH	&	WOMEN’S	AFFAIRS

HIRING CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
Looking for four (4) mature, energetic, honest and 
experience carpenters immediately. Interview will be 
conduct at construction site at Sogi, Leone. For more 
information please call (684) 733-3677, ask for Ta’isi.

President of the local Filipino community Reynaldo Sello, together with members of the Philip-
pine Consulate General who are visiting the territory from Honolulu, HI. 

They are: Deputy Consul General Roberto Bernardo; Querubin Cacho who oversees the finances; 
and Jeffrey De Mesa, the Protocol and Community Relations officers. See story for full details.

 [photo: Bea Galzote]

Filipino community hosts visiting 
Philippine Consulate delegation

We’re here for you! • 633-5599
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages  

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our 
email news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

by Dr. Jim Marrone
 As a Medicare/Medicaid-qualified physician who lived and 

worked in AS for over 14 years (and ran the Dept. of Pediatrics 
at the LBJTMC for about half of that time), I am greatly troubled 
by the ongoing inability of the leaders in the Territory to properly 
obtain and manage adequate healthcare funding for its residents.

 While my last day of work at the hospital was in very late 
2015, and I moved back to the mainland in early 2016, it appears 
as though very little since then has changed in this regard. And 
from what I can see here in these pages, sadly nothing has changed 
for the better.   As an example, we used to have tremendous prob-
lems documenting our services provided for our patients… Not so 
much medically I mean (the doctors, nurses, pharmacists, thera-
pists, and ancillary service providers generally kept detailed notes 
on all of these encounters), but professionally.

 What I mean by that is, ASG along with the ASMCA (LBJ) 
were failing to treat the delivery of medical care like the business 
that it really is! And when we talk about business of course, we 
simply must talk about money. There is just no other way to con-
tinue providing services if the flow of money is not very carefully 
considered, and then meticulously monitored and maintained at 
all times.  Personally I believe that the financial support of any 
healthcare system has to be considered right up there amongst our 
very highest priorities, that is to say, probably right behind “stop-
ping the bleeding” of the patient in front of you at the moment! 

It truly is just that important, and absolutely essential to every-
one’s survival in this vital endeavor. 

 Now, up until about 2003 or so LBJ had largely a paper-based 
medical records keeping and billing system (we were certainly not 
alone in this, as many other States and Territories also still kept 
records in that same, old-fashioned way), but the U.S. Govern-
ment was making a big nationwide push to use Electronic Medical 
Records.   Thankfully LBJ was eventually able to obtain a “free-
ware” version of the system used throughout our country by the 
Veterans Administration (called C.P.R.S.).

 This was supposed to not only increase LBJ’s efficiency and 
accuracy (as well as to improve communication with off-island 
providers and organizations) in medical matters, but it was also 
supposed to help improve their reimbursements for provider ser-
vices rendered.  To help sustain and improve the business of med-
icine... But did it?  In my next piece, I will attempt to outline what 
developed with LBJ’s electronic medical records system, and how 
I believe it reflects a much larger and deeper problem within the 
governance of ASG.

Letter to the Editor
“ INADEQUATE HEALTHCARE FUNDING FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS”

© OSINI FALEATASI INC. RESERVES ALL RIGHTS.
dba Samoa News publishes Monday to Friday, except for some local and federal holidays.
Send correspondences to: OF, dba Samoa News, Box 909, Pago Pago, Am. Samoa 96799.
Telephone at (684) 633-5599 • Fax at (684) 633-4864
Email advertisements to ads@samoanews.com
Email the newsroom at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in whole or in part, is required. Please 

address such requests to the Publisher at the address provided above.
Please visit samoanews.com for weekend updates.

by Samoa News Staff
ANNUAL DOE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY
The local Department of 

Education officially kicked off 
the school year 2017- 18 with 
its annual general assembly, 
held at the Tafuna High School 
gymnasium yesterday morning.

Hundreds of DOE 
employees, including bus 
drivers, teachers, employees of 
the School Lunch Program, vol-
unteers from World Teach, as 
well as ASG department direc-
tors were in attendance.

Cabinet members were 
instructed to be in attendance, 
as the administration stresses 
the importance of teamwork in 
raising a child.

Themed: “Together We 
Succeed” the event was led by 
DOE Deputy Director Philo 
Jennings, with Rev. Iasepi Ulu 
delivering the invocation and 
the benediction.

Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
— a former educator — offered 
special remarks and referred to 
the theme, telling those in atten-
dance that the common goal of 
all educators, administrators, 
and teachers, as well as those 
who provide other services, is 
to see each child succeed.

He also thanked all the 
departments and agencies for 

their continued commitment to 
the Adopt-a-School program.

Orientation for west side 
teachers is today, while the east 
side educators will go through 
orientation tomorrow.

The agenda for DOE this 
month, includes the opening of 
the Fagali’i Elementary School 
building on Thursday, August 
31st, followed by the ASG 
Workforce Day at the Veterans 
Memorial Stadium on Friday, 
Sept. 1st.

The American Samoa High 
School Athletics Association 
(ASHSAA) football season 
starts Saturday, Sept. 2nd

Labor Day, a federal holiday, 
is Monday, Sept. 4th and class-
room teaching for the 2017-
2018 school year for DOE stu-
dents begins Tuesday, Sept. 5th.
PUPI LAFAELE ENROLLS 

AT FORT LEWIS COLLEGE
DURANGO, CO — August 

28, 2017 - Pupi Lafaele, of Pago 
Pago, AS, starts coursework at 
Fort Lewis College on August 
28, 2017, as a transfer student. 
Lafaele’s major is Exercise 
Physiology.

Fort Lewis College is the 
Southwest’s crossroads of edu-
cation and adventure. Our blend 
of small classes, dynamic aca-
demic programs, and a liberal 
arts perspective leads to trans-

formative learning experiences 
that foster entrepreneurship, 
leadership, creative problem 
solving, and life-long learning. 
And our unique & beautiful 
mountain campus, on a mesa 
above historic Durango, Colo-
rado, inspires an active and 
friendly community with a spirit 
of engagement, exploration, and 
intellectual curiosity.

OFFICIALS FROM WSU 
VISIT ASCC

A group of six representa-
tives from Washington State 
University (WSU), including 
its President Dr. Kirk Schulz, 
visited the American Samoa 
Community College last week, 
where the group took a tour of 
the campus and also made a pre-
sentation to ASCC faculty, staff 
members, and students.

The delegation included 
renowned football person-
ality and WSU alumnus 
Jack Thompson, and City of 
Pullman, WA Chief of Police 
Gary Jenkins. 

ASCC-ACNR Director 
Aufa’i Apulu Ropeti Areta, 
ASCC President Dr. Rosevonne 
Makaiwi Pato, Dr. Schulz, and 
ASCC Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs Dr. Lina Galea’i 
Scanlan hosted the group at 
ASCC.

Hundreds of local public high school teachers attended yesterday’s official opening of school year 2017-2018 for DOE, which kicked off with the annual Education 
Department General Assembly, held at the Tafuna High School Gymnasium.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Skilled Carpenter

Th American Samoa Shipyard Services Authority (ASSSA) is a semi-autonomous and 
public Authority, which provides direct services in support of our local fishing and 
maritime industries via repairs and maintenance of vessels. In that regards, ASSSA 
represents a critical link to the local economy, which embodies two/thirds of the 
Territory’s private sector economic activities. Thus, ASSSA is seeking to hire a highly 
skilled Carpenter for work around the Shipyard and offices. Excellent opportunity for 
energetic, self- motivated and goal oriented individuals.
Working Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30am – 4:00pm
Full time position and salary commensurate with education & experience credentials
Essential Duties:

•	 Installing	foundations,	walls,	floors,	ceilings,	and	roofs	using	materials	such	as	
wood, steel, metal, concrete, plastics, and composites of multiple materials. 

•	 Fitting	and	installing	window	frames,	doors,	door	frames,	door	hardware,	
interior and exterior trim using a carpenter’s level, plumb bob and other hand 
tools, manual & electrical power tools. 

•	 Erect	scaffolding,	ladders	for	assembling	structures	above	ground	level.	
•	 Must	follow	established	safety	rules	and	regulations	and	maintaining	a	safe	and	

clean environment.
•	 Must	be	able	to	study	specifications	in	blueprints,	sketches,	or	building	plans	to	

prepare project layout and determine dimensions and materials required.   

Job Requirements:
•	 4	year	experience	in	commercial	carpentry.
•	 Ability	to	comprehend	schematic	diagrams,	blueprints,	sketches	and	building	

plans.  
•	 Well	organized.
•	 Able	to	write	detailed	reports	when	required.
•	 Strong	working	knowledge	of	job	site	safety
•	 Adhere	to	Shipyard		Regulations	and	Policies.
•	 Skilled	Carpenters	must	have	physical	strength,	hand-eye	coordination,	and	

endurance
Interested	Applicants	can	contact	Adrian	Alama	Povalu	,	Acting	Human	Resource	
Technician	@	684-644-4123	for	details.		Email:	shipyardservicesauthority@gmail.
com	*Website:	http://www.americansamoashipyard.com

SHIPYARD SERVICE AUTHORITY

AS Shipyard Services Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

by Barry Markowitz
The hearts and prayers of 

Samoa are with those suffering 
from Hurricane Harvey in 
Texas.  

For Cool Stuff, it’s personal 
as fellow former UCLA Foot-
ball teammates Gene Settles, 
David Boze and Russell Charles 
are currently in harm’s way. 
They report: “So far so good.”

The most important tool in a 
serious disaster is the best knife 
you can afford strapped to your 
hip (not in your backpack as 
you may be separated).  ESEE 
knives’ entire line is the abso-
lute toughest and is fortunately 
affordable.

While Mrs. Cool Stuff has 
that Samoan mindset, that any 
knife is a knife (and sadly a 
daily can opener too) — your 
dearest bestest rascal, Cool 
Stuff, chooses the proper ESEE 
for each specific situation.

When Cool Stuff goes into 
disasters for CNN/Samoa 
News/Honolulu Star Adver-
tiser I usually fly in a US Coast 
Guard C-130. C-130’s are seri-
ously noisy, kinda slow, aging, 
but historically safe & depend-
able, yet Cool Stuff will still 
strap on an ESEE 5 ($120-$159) 
for military flights. 

Designed to serve as an 
ASEK (Aircrew Survival 
Egress Knife), the 5 1/4” long, 
1/4” thick, Micarta gripped, 
Kydex sheathed ESEE 5 will 
allow you to cut the skin of an 
aircraft with the combo serrated 
blade and use the pummel to 
remove glass and other obsta-
cles to evacuate. 

Randall Adventure Train-
ing’s (ESEE’s training entity) 
Mike Perrin guided me well in 
this crucial acquisition.

Remember, if you only have 
one tool; the ESEE 5 cuts, pries, 
digs, designed to accommodate 

a bow fire starter and will help 
you cut your roof open if you 
are stuck in your attic/ home 
and need to escape rising waters 
to safety on your roof.  

 ESEE co-founder Jeff 
Randal greatly influenced my 
selection of the ESEE 6 for our 
island rainforests. It’s just long 
enough to be a pseudo machete, 
but not too long so you can still 
do rough bush-craft, shelter 
building, firewood gathering. 
The $149 ESEE 6 5.75” long, 
.188” is my MVP All American 
ground tool of choice.

Cool Stuff cherishes his 
ESEE 4 for purse seiner/can-
nery/fishing because Cool 
Stuff’s dad personally wrapped 
it with tuna line. Comfortably 
smaller on the hip, ESEE’s 
Rowen Manufacturing’s tena-
cious quality control assures 
the ESEE 4’s 1095 Carbon 
steel is just as tough as its older 
brothers ESEE 5, 6, & Junglas 
(which is always strapped to my 
emergency go bag).

Until Hurricane Harvey, this 
column was to be dedicated to 
the wonderful outdoor $147 
ESEE Laser Strike (4.5” long, 
.188” thick, storage in handle, 
w/fire tinder & ferrocerium fire 
starter rod) and its bush-craft 
cousin the Camp Lore PR-4, 
this November’s exciting debut 
of Patrick Rollins’ Kephart 
refresh design with textured 
grips.  

Bottom line. Every ESEE 
knife reflects the resilient 
Randall Adventure Training 
instructors Jeff Randall, Mike 
Perrin and Patrick Rollins. 
Every ESEE knife will never 
let you down, and they will all 
potentially save your life.

Prepare now Samoa. Hurri-
cane Harvey is not a lesson for 
us, it is merely a reminder.  

Cool Stuff: ESEE, 
The Real Deal

ESEE knives are a no compromise work knife, and are the go-to disaster tool, be it Hurricane 
Harvey, Samoa Tsunami, or a necessary home or vehicle escape scenario.  Front to back USA manu-
factured ESEE 5, ESEE 6, ESEE 4, Laser Strike; right side Junglas. 

 [Photo: Barry Markowitz, 8/27/17]

In this Friday, Aug. 11, 2017, photo provided by The Wild-
life Conservation Society and Fisheries Administration, Siamese 
baby crocodiles swim in a bin at the Koh Kong Reptile Conserva-
tion Center in Koh Kong, Cambodia. WCS and FIA announced 
on Tuesday, Aug. 15, 2017, that the eggs of nine Siamese croc-
odiles, listed on IUCN’s red list as critically endangered have 
hatched.The total population of Siamese crocodiles, around 410 
wild adults, of which 100-300 live in Cambodia, making it the 
most important country for the conservation of this species. 

 (Wildlife Conservation Society and Fisheries Administration via AP)
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AMERICAN SAMOA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position Title: LIBRARY CLERK
Employment Status: Full Time 12 months (Career Service)
General Description:  
Working under the supervision of the Library Director or director’s designee, the Library Clerk will perform 
all aspects of Circulation Desk, Reference Desk, General Collection Desk, Education Resource Center 
Room services, build and maintain library collections at the college level, acquire updated and new materials 
based on book reviews, conduct library instruction, de-select library collections, and perform other duties as 
assigned.  
Responsibilities and Duties:

•	 Become	familiar	with	the	library	collections	and	bibliographic	records	in	MARC	format.
•	 Perform	basic	circulation	services,	including	checking	in	and	checking	out	library	materials, 

filing	daily	statistics,	and	providing	Xerox	copies	for	library	users.
•	 File	library	materials,	keeps	shelves	in	order,	and	do	shelf-reading.
•	 Keep	records	of	periodicals,	journals,	and	magazines.
•	 Perform	basic	reference	services,	and	work	by	turns	at	the	circulation	and	reference	desk.
•	 	Perform	preliminary	filing	of	catalog	cards.
•	 When	necessary,	bind	pamphlets	and	other	library	materials.
•	 Keep	track	of	lost	and	damaged	library	materials	in	the	reference	collection	area.
•	 Compile	library	reference	collection	statistics	for	Director’s	biweekly	and	quarterly	reports.
•	 Maintain	a	positive	work	relationship	with	library	staff	and	users.
•	 Participate	in	library	meetings	and/or	workshops	for	the	professional	development	of	library	

personnel.
•	 Read	book	review	and	publishers’	catalogs	to	keep	up	with	current	publications	mainly	in	the	

reference collection area.
•	 Keep	all	collection	areas	updated,	and	weed-out	obsolete,	soiled,	or	broken	materials.
•	 Performs	other	duties	as	assigned	by	Director.

Job Qualifications:
•	 Associate	degree	or	high	school	diploma
•	 Have	experience	working	in	public	service.	Must	be	punctual	and	be	able	to	work	independently
•	 Skilled	in	using	a	computer	and	able	to	learn	new	technologies.	Good	verbal	and	written	

communication skills.
Salary:  GS 11/ 03; 13,169.00 per annum
Application Deadline: September 12, 2017 no later than 4:00pm. 
Applications	are	available	from	American	Samoa	Community	College,	Human	Resources	Office	at	 
699-9155	Ext.	397/401/428/429/441	or	by	emailing	Silaulelei	Saofaigaalii	at	s.saofaigaalii@amsamoa.edu	or	
ascchumanresources@amsamoa.edu.	

Student Services – Library Services

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

The SPC describes her as 
a local environmentalist, who 
walks the talk.

 “You will always find 
her cleaning the wetlands or 
picking up trash along the road 
and beaches in Leone,” said her 
friend and colleague Ginger 
Porter of the Pacific Interna-
tional Training Desk in Hawai’i, 
according to the profile.

Samoa, who served as 
the American Samoa Power 
Authority’s executive director 
from 2006 to 2013, is currently 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Pacific eCommerce Develop-
ment Corporation, which works 
on information technology 
projects — both application and 
infrastructure — that support 
economic development, disaster 
preparedness, health and educa-
tion in American Samoa.

“Like so many of these role 
models selected by SPC, gender 
does not limit or hinder our pas-
sion to enable others to excel in 
life,” Samoa said. 

“For me, this passion can 
only be contributed to the 
values and principles formed 
in the confines of a village, par-
ents, church, extended family, 
missionaries, nuns, and priests; 
and with education you inte-
grate these values and prin-
ciples so that you can develop 
programs that will directly meet 
the critical need of the village.”

She says the critical need of 
every village can be applied to 
a county, district, government, 
the Pacific Island Region, State, 
Federal and an International 
institution.

“We need the basic necessity 
of life to survive and definitely 
the environment;

 the air, water, ocean, water-
shed, and wetland provide us 
with boundless opportunities to 
protect, preserve,” she pointed 
out. 

“There seems to be a discon-
nection between government 
policy, political rhetoric, and 
changing of people’s behavior 
to genuinely care for the 
environment.”

“From a village base per-
spective, changing people’s 
behavior for a cleaner and safe 
environment is not a priority 
on a long term period as each 
village has its own competing 
priorities, not to mention each 

family struggling financially,” 
Samoa said. 

Additionally, the reality 
of climate change and global 
warming is a threat to every 
village as the coastal shoreline 
is being eroded, streams being 
infested with trash and chem-
ical solution, wetland reduction 
with development, and the list 
goes on and on. 

“These are the issues I worry 
about as the environment is also 
interconnected to health and 
the economy,” she continued, 
adding that she will stay focused 
on a wonderful federal program 
managed by the Department of 
Marine and Wildlife Resources 
“to restore our Leone village 
coral reef and wetland, and 
writing up a coastal village wet-
land management plan incorpo-
rating all the best practices pro-
vided by previous studies.”

Samoa continues to volun-
teer “on any programs that will 
build local capacity for our chil-
dren and the entire community.”

Samoa was among a handful 
of local residents interviewed 
last year for a story on the 
US project called, “Ameri-
ca’s Eroding Edges”, which 
included a look at erosion at 
American Samoa’s shoreline 
due to climate change, and she 
shared the problems regarding 
Leone, one of the hard-hit vil-
lages in the 2009 tsunami. (See 
Samoa News June 29, 2016 edi-
tion for full story.)

Besides Andra Samoa, three 
other Samoan women are pro-
filed in the “Inspiring Pacific 
Women” campaign. 

They are: Fiame Naomi 
Mata’afa, the first woman 
Deputy Prime Minister of 
Samoa; Elisapeta Tuupou-
Alaimaleata, an American-
Samoan educator and founder of 
the Honolulu-based Le Fetuao 
Samoan Language Center; and 
19-year old Brianna Fruean, 
a climate change advocate in 
Samoa, whom at 11 became a 
founding member of the grass-
roots climate change movement 
“350.Samoa” and leader of the 
environmental group “Future 
Rush”.  

More details on all the 
published profiles and other 
information can be obtained 
at <www.spc.int/70-inspiring-
pacific-womens/>

➧ Andra Samoa…
Continued from page 1

Stephen McGown, second left, with his father Malcolm McGown, left, wife Catherine, second 
right, and sister Leigh-Anne Quixley during a media conference in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
Thursday, Aug. 10, 2017. The 42-year-old Stephen McGown was the longest-held of a number of 
foreigners seized by Islamic extremists in Mali, where several armed groups roam the West African 
country’s north. McGown says he doesn’t know whether any ransom was paid for his release in late 
July.  (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)

CANBERRA, Australia 
(AP) — Australia’s foreign 
minister says her country has 
offered to help train the Philip-
pine military in its fight against 
extremists linked to the Islamic 
State group.

Australia has already sent 
surveillance planes to help the 
Philippines, where the southern 
city of Marawi has been under 
siege for months by Islamic 

State-linked militants. In a 
recent video, the Islamic State 
group singled out Australia and 
the U.S. as key backers of the 
Philippines military offensive 
in Marawi.

On Tuesday, Foreign Min-
ister Julie Bishop said that 
Australia was prepared to send 
additional help in the form 
of training for the Philippine 
military.

Australia offers additional 
military help to Philippines 
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

PROCLAMATION
A PROCLAMATION DECLARING LABOR DAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 
2017, AS A DAY OF CELEBRATION OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA’S WORKING MEN AND WOMEN, PAST, 
PRESENT AND FUTURE, TO THE BETTERMENT OF OUR  

SOCIETY AND TO THE FULFILLMENT OF OUR LIVES.
WHEREAS, Labor Day, the first Monday in September of each year is a creation of the labor 
movement and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American workers. It 
constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength, 
prosperity, and well-being of our country; and,
WHEREAS, the first Labor Day was celebrated on September 5, 1882, in New York City, New York; 
and,
WHEREAS, historically, we in American Samoa have not properly celebrated the contributions to 
our society, to our way of living, and to our successful transition over the last 50 years from a largely 
subsistence based economy to an industrial and service sector based economy, by a workforce of 
skilled and unskilled, blue and white collar, men and women, all of whom, collaboratively, have made 
us what we are today; and, 
WHEREAS, it is appropriate that American Samoa pay tribute to the creators of so much of 
American Samoa’s strength, freedom, and leadership—our working men and women; and,
NOW THEREFORE, I, LOLO MATALASI MOLIGA, GOVERNOR OF AMERICAN SAMOA, 
HEREBY PROCLAIM LABOR DAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2017, A DAY OF CELEBRATION of 
the accomplishments of the working men and women of the territory; and further, invite and 
encourage the federal, territorial, private sector and subsistence economy workforce to participate in 
WORKFORCE APPRECIATION DAY ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2017, in commemoration of their role 
in building our economy and improving our lifestyle through their “COMMITMENT TO SELFLESS 
SERVICE”, our theme for this year’s event.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby affix my signature and seal of my Office on this 25th day of 
August, in the year of our Lord, two thousand seventeen.
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Volunteer teachers from the US-based World Teach organization posing for Samoa News after yesterday’s annual DOE General Assembly at the THS Warriors gym-
nasium.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

Chile’s Bachelet 
presents gay
marriage bill

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 
Chilean President Michelle 
Bachelet introduced a bill 

Monday to legalize gay mar-
riage, the latest in a series of 
recent reforms in a country 

long regarded as one of Latin 
America’s most socially 

conservative.
Bachelet signed the pro-

posal, which will be sent to 
lawmakers, at a ceremony in 
the presidential palace. She said 
the measure seeks to expand the 
definition of marriage between 
a man and a woman and would 
also expand rights for gay cou-
ples, allowing them to adopt 
children.

“We can’t let old prejudices 
be stronger than love,” Bach-
elet said.

Chile approved civil unions 
for same-sex couples in 2015 
and decriminalized gay sex in 
1999. The bill comes a week 
after Chile’s Constitutional 
Court upheld a measure that 
would end the country’s abso-
lute ban on abortions.

Civil unions have been 
recognized in several South 
American countries, though 
only Argentina and Uruguay 
have codified same-sex mar-
riage. Gay marriage has also 
been legalized in Brazil and 
Colombia under court rulings.

It’s unlikely Bachelet will 
be able to push the measure 
through Congress before she 
ends her term in March 2018. 
But gay right advocates cele-
brated the decision as an impor-
tant step toward full rights.

“It’s the beginning of the 
end of discrimination based 
on sexual orientation to access 
marriage,” said Luis Lar-
rain, founder of the Iguales 
Foundation.
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Saturday, August 19, Matson company through its Ka Ipu ‘Āina environment program sponsored a beach clean-up project which members of the Fagaitua High 
School Alumni Association, Hawaii chapter attended.  With their green colored Vikings logo t-shirts representing environmental pride, members picked up trash around 
the fields and along the beach of One’ula Park in Ewa.  Funds from their beach clean-up will help members attend the FHS 50th Jubilee in July 2018 as well as to further 
support funding their annual FHSAA scholarship program.  [photo courtesy]

Judge delays 
trial of suspect 
in abduction of 
Chinese woman

URBANA, Ill. (AP) — The 
federal kidnapping trial of a 
man accused in the abduc-
tion of a University of Illinois 
scholar from China has been 
rescheduled.

The trial of Brendt Chris-
tensen in the disappearance of 
Yingying Zhang was scheduled 
to start Sept. 12. U.S. District 
Court Judge Colin Bruce on 
Monday granted Christensen’s 
attorneys’ request for a continu-
ance until Feb. 27.

Defense attorney Tom 
Bruno said the defense is still 
waiting to see some of the evi-
dence against Christensen. He 
added it would be unrealistic 
for the trial to begin before 
January.

Zhang disappeared June 
9, weeks after arriving at the 
central Illinois campus. Inves-
tigators say they believe the 
26-year-old is dead. Her body 
hasn’t been found.

Christensen is suspected of 
abducting her in Urbana while 
she was going to sign an apart-
ment lease.

If you want to comment
about our accuracy, call  

Samoa News at 633-5599

ACCURACY
We make an issue 

of it every day.
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Duties

The Company 
Origin Energy American Samoa, Inc is a supplier and distributor of LPGas in 
American Samoa and has been doing business in the territory for over 30 years. 
Origin is also an equal opportunity employer.

The Position
We are seeking a highly motivated and professional individual for the role of 
Delivery Driver. The position is based out of our Aua Terminal location. 

Job purpose
To perform delivery duties for the distribution of our products to our customers 
across the island and to perform other general duties.

• Drive delivery trucks (delivering small exchange cylinders)
• Assist with delivery operations
• Assist with servicing & maintenance of delivery vehicles
• Assist in general terminal operational duties
• Follow all HSE policies & procedures

Qualifications

Compensation Package

• Must have successfully completed High School
• Must have excellent communication skills (bilingual Samoan & English)
• Must have at least 2 years previous work experience in the position/role
• Must possess basic computer skills (basic knowledge in Microsoft  Word & Excel)
• Must hold valid ID & driver’s license (private & commercial) 
• Preferably with a good driving record
• Must be in good health & capable of lifting 70lbs
• Agrees to random drug & alcohol testing 

• We offer excellent wages based on experience 
• We also offer 401K, paid holidays, insurance package & many other benefits.

Employment Opportunity
Delivery Driver

All interested persons qualified for the above position can apply in person at our Tafuna 
Office between the hours of 08:00am to 4:00pm. Deadline for applicants is 4:00pm on 
31st of August 2017. 

ASG budget documents for the 
current fiscal year.)

Lawmakers are expected to 
question ASG officials on this 
funding allocation, during the 
yet to be scheduled budget hear-
ings, which will be set when 
House Speaker Savali Talavou 
Ale returns this week from an 
off island trip. 

As part of the Fono’s 
preparations for budget hear-
ings, Sen. Magalei Logovi’i, 
chairman of the Senate Budget 
and Appropriations Committee, 
has requested — through the 
Senate President’s Office — 
financial reports from the 
Administration, including the 
latest revenue-versus-expendi-
tures report. 

Magalei has also requested 
an ASG personnel report, 
detailing career service and 
contract employes from the 
ASG Department of Human 
Resources. The request was 
made during last Thursday’s 
Senate session, with Magalei 
saying that his committee would 
like to have the reports before 

the start of budget hearings. 
BACKGROUND

There have been calls from 
the private sector to reduce 
the ASG workforce, instead of 
raising taxes or proposing new 
ones. (See Samoa News Aug. 
23, 2017 issue for details)

In his cover letter to Fono 
leaders, Lolo said the mes-
sage from the federal govern-
ment “seems to direct” ASG to 
reduce its size, adding that the 
same sentiments are harbored 
and often raised by the business 
community. 

While this is “not an unrea-
sonable expectation”, Lolo said, 
this “demand is very impractical 
for American Samoa because 
existing federal policies have 
effectively hamstrung and have 
preempted our ability to grow 
our economy.”

As a result, the governor 
has chosen to keep the govern-
ment as the largest employer on 
island — beating out the private 
sector’s leading job provider 
— StarKist Samoa — with an 
estimated workforce of 2,000.

➧ ASG Workforce…
Continued from page 1

This July 8, 2017 photo shows members of the KKK escorted by police past a large group of pro-
testers during a KKK rally in Charlottesville, Va.  Some white Southerners are again advocating 
for what the Confederacy tried and failed to do in the 1860s: secession from the Union. So-called 
Southern nationalists are within the group of demonstrators who are fighting the removal of Con-
federate monuments around the South. They say it‚Äôs time for Southern states to secede again and 
become independent of the United States.. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)

TOWSON, Md. (AP) — 
Ellen Drisgill said she was 
shocked when FBI agents came 
to her house and arrested her 
son, a KKK member who police 
say fired a gun during a recent 
white nationalist rally in Char-
lottesville, Virginia.

Drisgill said she didn’t even 
know her son had a gun. Plus, 
he was friendly with the black 
neighbors nearby.

“I’m very surprised about 
all of this,” she told The Asso-
ciated Press outside her Balti-
more home Monday.

Local authorities in Char-
lottesville recently charged her 
son, Richard Wilson Preston 
Jr., with discharging a firearm 
within 1,000 feet (300 meters) 
of a school during the rally Aug. 
12.

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union said it had provided 
law enforcement officials with 
a video of the shooting before 
Preston’s arrest. It shows a man 
yelling and firing a handgun one 
time while standing on a side-
walk crowded with rally goers 
and counterprotesters. No one 
was struck.

Preston, 52, told a judge on 
Monday that he wouldn’t fight 
extradition from his home city 
of Baltimore to Charlottesville.

It was hardly Preston’s first 
day in court or in the news.

Preston faced several assault 
charges in the early 2000s, 
although he wasn’t convicted 
for any of them, according to 
court records in Maryland.

He also has spoken out pub-
licly as an imperial wizard of the 
Ku Klux Klan. Mostly recently 

he spoke with an Indiana TV 
station in the days after Char-
lottesville’s deadly protests, 
blaming the city’s mayor for the 
unrest.

White nationalists had 
descended on Charlottesville 
in support of a Confederate 
monument that’s been targeted 
for removal. A woman was 
killed when a car smashed into 
counterprotesters, and two state 
troopers died when their heli-
copter crashed.

“We didn’t go there as the 
Klan,” Preston told WANE-TV 
in Fort Wayne . “We didn’t go 
there to create havoc in a fight. 
We were there to protect the 
monument.” A 2013 article and 
video from the News Journal in 
Wilmington, Delaware, shows 
Preston in KKK garb calling for 
the impeachment of then-Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Drisgill, Preston’s mother, 
said she didn’t know a lot about 
what her son did away from 
home.

“We’ve hardly ever sat and 
talked,” she said.

Kay Chapman, who lives 
across the street and is black, 
described Preston as neighborly 
and “very respectful.”

Chapman said she was 
stunned to see video of him at 
the rally.

“My heart dropped,” she 
said. “What happened to make 
him do that?”

Chapman said he had a 
Confederate flag sticker on his 
truck, but she didn’t think nega-
tively about him for displaying 
it. She decribed him as “an all-
around good guy.”

Charge of firing gun 
at protesters not first 

for KKK member 
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Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo

Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm
(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American 
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide  
a very affordable and friendly service.
Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE, 
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?
•	 Call	for	a	FREE	PEST	EVALUATION	OR	NO	 

OBLIGATION INSPECTION
•	 We	do	GROUND	TERMITE	TREATMENT	&	 

CONSTRUCTION	PRE_TREATMENTS
•	 We	provide	services	for	Houses,	Boats,	Cars,	 

Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture 
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

Ph. 252-2964

AMERICAN SAMOA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position Title: BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER COUNSELOR I  
Employment Status: Full time 12 months (One Year Contract with Benefits)
General Description:  
This position was the Business Development Counselor/Manager but is now being offered as 
a Business Development Counselor I. The successful applicant will report to the Director of the 
SBDC. 
Job Duties and Responsibilities:
Counseling SBDC clients on:
•  Managing a Business 
•  Marketing 
•  Business Plan Development 
•  Business Research 
•  Customer Relations 
•  Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 
•  Administrative and Support 
•  Management of Companies and Enterprises 
•  Real Estate & Rental & Leasing 
•  Retail Trade 
Minimum Qualifications:
•  AA Degree in Business Administration 
•  Three (3) years of relevant experience in business development with the SBDC and/or  

ASG Teaching High School Business. 
•  Skills in word processing and databases. Must have good written and oral communication 

skills in English and Samoan and be comp
Salary:  Salary will be commensurate with degree and experience. 
Application Deadline: September 6, 2017 no later than 4:00pm. 

Applications are available from American Samoa Community College,  
Human Resources Office at 699-9155 Ext. 403/335/436 or by  

emailing Silaulelei Saofaigaalii at s.saofaigaalii@amsamoa.edu or ascchumanresources@amsamoa.edu. 

Small Business Development Center 

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

Philippine Consulate General, Gina A. Jamoralin from Hono-
lulu, HI, led a delegation of 8 who traveled to the territory this 
past weekend.

“This is part of our annual consular outreach to our Filipino 
people who are living in American Samoa,” she told Samoa News, 
adding that they have visited the territory once a year for the past 
four years to “provide services such as receiving applications for 
new passports, registering them for the next elections, and other 
services pertaining to our own people.”

Jamoralin and her team were able to serve more that 200 local 
Filipinos, and registering more than 150 new Filipino overseas 
voters on island.

“One of our services is to record all the information about 
Filipino citizens who are living in the territory, and we will send 
this information to our headquarters in Manila, to register their 
names for the upcoming election,” Jamoralin continued.

During her visit, Jamoralin paid a courtesy visit to Governor 
Lolo M. Moliga and Lt. Gov. Lemanu P. Mauga to discuss issues 
that can benefit the government and people of both the Philip-
pines and American Samoa.

 [photo: AF]

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) 
— The woman ousted as chief 
prosecutor by Venezuela’s gov-
ernment charged Monday that 
the socialist administration in 
her homeland has tried to hire 
people to kill her.

Luisa Ortega Diaz was in 
Costa Rica to file a complaint 
with the Inter-American Human 
Rights Commission against 
the government of President 
Nicolas Maduro.

“I have information that the 
persecution against me con-
tinues, and that the government 
has hired assassins to kill me,” 
Ortega said at a news confer-
ence with Costa Rica’s chief 
prosecutor, Jorge Chavarria.

“I cannot go back, they will 
put me in jail, disappear me, 
torture me,” she added. “They 
have searched my house twice 
and persecuted my family.”

Ortega broke with Maduro 

earlier this year, and the con-
stitutional assembly removed 
her from her post shortly after 
it convened in early August. 
She went to Colombia, where 
she has been offered political 
asylum.

She said Monday that the 
Venezuelan government was 
committing “systematic” rights 
abuses, including illegal deten-
tions and torture.

Ortega promised last week 
to deliver evidence showing 
that Maduro and top adminis-
tration officials are involved in 
corruption, though so far she 
has not done so.

“There are a lot of officials 
involved in the corruption 
case with Odebrecht,” she said 
Monday, referring to the giant 
Brazilian construction firm 
that has acknowledged paying 
bribes to officials in Latin 
America to get contracts. 

Ousted prosecutor 
says Venezuelan gov’t 

trying to kill her
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We’re here for you! • 633-5599

TEL: 633-4266 OR 699-1267 • FAX: 633-2964 OR 699-1263

McConnell Dowell is an Equal opportunity employer.

Employment Opportunity

Only those who can demonstrate all of the below will be considered:
•	 Trades	qualification	relevant	to	the	Construction	industry.
•	 Minimum	of	five	years	experience	in	operating	Milling	and	

Paving	machines.
•	 Previous	experience	in	operating	heavy	machinery	on	

International	Airport	construction	projects.
•	 Minimum	of	five	years	experience	in	the	application	of	Asphaltic	

products.
•	 Strong	Leadership	and	communication	skills.
•	 Proven	experience	in	Traffic	Management.
•	 Competence	in	understanding	and	promoting	HS	&	E	and	

internal	quality	requirements.
•	 Current	Immigration	ID	and	work	clearance.
•	 Social	Security	card.

	If	you	are	interested	in	applying,	please	deliver	your	CV	(resume)	to	
McConnell	Dowell	office	by	4:00pm,	Friday,	1	September	2017.

We have a vacancy for an experienced OPERATOR.

TEL: 633-4266 OR 699-1267 • FAX: 633-2964 OR 699-1263

McConnell Dowell is an Equal opportunity employer.

Employment Opportunity

Only those who can demonstrate all of the below will be considered:
•	 Trades	qualification	relevant	to	the	Construction	industry.
•	 Minimum	of	five	years	experience	in	Supervision	on	Asphalting	

construction	projects.
•	 Previous	experience	in	Supervision	on	International	Airport	

construction	projects.
•	 Minimum	of	five	years	experience	in	the	application	of	Asphaltic	

products.
•	 Minimum	of	five	years	experience	in	operating	Milling	and	

Paving	machines.
•	 Strong	Leadership	and	communication	skills.
•	 Proven	experience	in	Traffic	Management.
•	 Competence	in	understanding	and	promoting	HS	&	E	and	

internal	quality	requirements.
•	 Current	Immigration	ID	and	work	clearance.
•	 Social	Security	card.

	If	you	are	interested	in	applying,	please	deliver	your	CV	(resume)	to	
McConnell	Dowell	office	by	4:00pm,	Friday,	1	September	2017.

We have a vacancy for an A/C FOREMAN.

 In this Feb. 9, 2016, photo, military representatives of Myanmar parliament leave after attending 
a session of Union Parliament in Naypyitaw, Myanmar. Myanmar military retains its grip on law 
enforcement, local administration and embattled frontier areas through control of three key minis-
tries and a mandated 25 percent of seats in Parliament.  (AP Photo)

YANGON, Myanmar (AP) 
— As Aung San Suu Kyi 
launched a national struggle 
against decades of harsh mili-
tary rule, one medical student 
worked tirelessly at her side, 
facing down gun-wielding sol-
diers trying to crush the surging 
pro-democracy movement. 
For her activism and loyalty, 
Ma Thida suffered six years of 
mostly solitary imprisonment 
and nearly died of illnesses.

Now a medical doctor, nov-
elist and recipient of interna-
tional human rights awards, 
Ma Thida has few kind words 
for the former mentor she once 
called “my sister who always 
remained in my heart.”

The criticism by Ma Thida 
and other formerly ardent sup-
porters is manifold: 

they accuse Suu Kyi of 
ignoring state violence against 
ethnic minorities and Muslims, 
continuing to jail journalists 
and activists, cowing to Myan-
mar’s still-powerful generals, 
and failing to nurture demo-
cratic leaders who could step 
in when she, now 72, exits the 
scene. Instead, they say her 
government is creating a power 
vacuum that could be filled 
again by the military.

Some conclude that Suu Kyi, 
who espoused democracy with 
such passion, always possessed 
an authoritarian streak which 
only emerged once she gained 
power. 

“We can’t expect her to 
change the whole country in 
one-and-a-half years, but we 
expect a strong human rights-
based approach,” Ma Thida 
says of the Nobel Peace Prize 
winner once hailed as “Myan-
mar’s Joan of Arc” and spoken 

of in the same breath as South 
Africa’s Nelson Mandela and 
Mahatma Gandhi of India.

International criticism has 
focused on Suu Kyi’s lack 
of action or condemnation of 
violence targeting the coun-
try’s approximately 1 million 
Rohingya Muslims, who have 
been brutalized since 2012 
by security forces and zealots 
among the Buddhist majority in 
western Myanmar.

More than 1,000 Rohingya 
have been killed, while some 
320,000 are living in squalid 
camps in Myanmar and neigh-
boring Bangladesh, according 
to estimates by the U.S.-based 
Human Rights Watch and the 
United Nations. Thousands 
more embarked on perilous 
sea voyages to other Southeast 
Asian countries.

After a new wave of vio-
lence and humanitarian crisis 
erupted last week, with ethnic 
Rohingya militants attacking 
police posts and leaving 12 
security personnel and 77 
Rohingya Muslims dead, her 
office said military and border 
police had launched “clear-
ance operations.” She herself 
condemned the militants for 
what she called “a calculated 
attempt to undermine the efforts 
of those seeking to build peace 
and harmony in Rakhine state.”

As usual, she did not address 
the insurgents’ counter-allega-
tions — that the attacks were 
aimed at protecting Rohingya 
villagers from “intensified 
atrocities” perpetrated by 
“brutal soldiers.”

“The violence against the 
Rohingya is not an isolated 
event,” says Stella Naw, an 
analyst from the ethnic Kachin 

minority focusing on national 
reconciliation. “We know the 
game the army is playing. But 
as a politician elected by the 
people, she is accountable for 
her inaction and failure to con-
demn the army.”

Suu Kyi’s government has 
banned a U.N. investigation 
team from entering the afflicted 
region, and earlier this month 
rejected the world body’s asser-
tion that the regime’s actions 
“very likely” amounted to 
crimes against humanity and 
ethnic cleansing. The February 
report alleged security forces 
had perpetrated mass killings, 
hurled children into fires and 
gang raped Muslim women. The 
government has mostly blamed 
the latest round of blood-letting 
on Islamist militants. Suu Kyi’s 
official Facebook page last 
year flashed a message reading 
“Fake Rape.”

“We don’t have a second 
choice. People still support her 
party and government. People 
must lower their expectations 
because the problems are so 
deeply rooted,” says Thant 
Thaw Kaung, executive director 
of the Myanmar Book Aid and 
Preservation Foundation, an ini-
tiative to improve the country’s 
woeful education system.

For years, Suu Kyi had cou-
rageously defied the military, 
suffering 15 years of house 
arrest and separation from her 
British husband and two sons 
to helm her National League 
for Democracy to a landslide 
victory in 2015 elections. Often 
referred to as “The Lady,” she 
retains popularity among the 
general public as the liberator 
from half a century of military 
oppression.

Former loyalists lose faith in 
Myanmar’s democracy icon 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — George W. Bush 
never recovered from his flyover of Hurricane 
Katrina’s devastation. Barack Obama got a bipar-
tisan boost late in his re-election campaign for his 
handling of Superstorm Sandy.

Now, President Donald Trump confronts the 
political risks and potential gains that come with 
leading the federal government’s response to a 
deadly and destructive natural disaster. Hurri-
cane Harvey, the massive storm that has dumped 
torrents of rain across Texas — flooding Houston 
and other cities — is the first major natural 
disaster of Trump’s presidency, and the yet-to-
be-determined scope of the damage appears 
likely to require a years-long federal project.

Trump, who is suffering through a long 
stretch of low approval ratings, has been partic-
ularly eager to seize the moment. He will visit 
Texas Tuesday — and may return to the region 
again on Saturday. The White House announced 
the first visit even before Harvey made landfall. 
On Monday, Trump promised Texans will “have 
what you need” and that federal funding would 
come “fast.”

“We will come out stronger and believe me, 
we will be bigger, better, stronger than ever 
before,” Trump said Monday during a White 
House news conference.

The president’s unconventional style has still 
oozed out. Trump sent about two dozen tweets 
about the storm since Friday, marveling at the 
size of the hurricane and cheering on emergency 
responders: “You are doing a great job — the 
world is watching!” Indeed, he argued Monday 
he specifically timed his controversial pardon of 
former Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio to capitalize 
on all the viewers tuned into storm coverage. The 
Friday night pardon wasn’t an attempt to hide the 
news, he said: “I assumed the ratings would be 
higher.” Trump advisers are well-aware that the 
hurricane poses a significant test for the White 
House, which has largely been mired in crises 
of its own making during Trump’s first seven 
months in office, including the president’s widely 
criticized response to white supremacist protests 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. Trump, who ran a 
real estate business and starred in a reality show 
before taking office, has no experience in the 
kinds of recovery efforts that will be required in 
Texas and has struggled at times to show compe-
tency in governing. Administrations often tread 
carefully in planning visits to disaster-ravaged 
areas. Mobilizing a president, his staff and his 
security is an enormous logistical undertaking 
and can pull local law enforcement resources 
away from the disaster recovery efforts. But 
Trump hasn’t been cowed.

Aides said it was Trump who pushed for 
the White House to make his desire to travel 
to Texas known early. He won’t be visiting 
Houston, where flooding has wreaked havoc on 
the nation’s fourth-largest city. Instead, he is 
meeting with local leadership and relief organi-
zations in Corpus Christi, then visiting the state’s 
emergency operations center in Austin.

“Conditions haven’t cleared in Houston yet so 
probably not appropriate for him to go up there, 
probably not safe for him to go up there,” said 
Rep. Blake Farenthold, R-Texas. “But I do think 
having your own eyes on the devastation that I 
have seen is important.”

The optics of a president’s initial response to 
a natural disaster can be long-lasting. Bush was 
haunted by his now-infamous declaration that 
then-FEMA Director Michael Brown was doing 
“a heckuva job” — a statement that appeared 
wildly off base after the full scope of the dev-
astation became clear. Images of Bush peering 
down at the flooding in New Orleans from Air 
Force One also furthered the impression that he 
was detached from the horrific conditions on 
the ground.  “He understands why that picture 
became a metaphor,” said Dana Perino, who was 
serving as deputy White House spokeswoman at 
the time. Trump has played storm politics before. 
During his campaign, he rushed to Louisiana, in 
his signature “Make America Great Again” hat, 
to view damage from massive flooding. Trump 
made it to the battered neighborhoods before 
Democratic rival Hillary Clinton and while Presi-
dent Barack Obama was vacationing.

“We’re glad you’re not playing golf at Mar-
tha’s Vineyard,” one woman told him, a jab 
at Obama.  “Somebody is, somebody is that 
shouldn’t be,” Trump replied.

Over the weekend, Trump offered a sunny 
assessment of the response efforts while the rain 
was still pouring down on Houston and other 
Texas towns. He cited the “great coordination 
between agencies at all levels of government” 
and declared, “We have an all out effort going, 
and going well!”

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican, has 
so far praised the federal response to Hurricane 
Harvey, which has been blamed for at least three 
confirmed deaths. But with nearly 2 more feet of 
rain expected, authorities worried whether the 
worst was yet to come.

On its own, a successful federal response to 
Hurricane Harvey is unlikely to reshape Trump’s 
presidency. But with his approval rating peril-
ously low, it could help Trump convince some 
Americans that he has the capability to lead the 
nation through difficult moments.

(Photos: Leua)

FILE - In this May 28, 2013 file photo, New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie greets President Barack 
Obama upon his arrival at McGuire Air Force Base, N.J. Obama traveled to New Jersey joining 
Christie to inspect and tour the Jersey Shore’s recovery efforts from Hurricane Sandy. George W. 
Bush never recovered from his flyover of Hurricane Katrina‚Äôs devastation. Obama got a bipar-
tisan boost late in his re-election campaign for his handling of Superstorm Sandy.

  (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)

Trump eagerly confronts tricky 
politics of natural disasters 
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Education Department bus drivers at yesterday’s annual DOE general assembly, held at the Tafuna High School Gymnasium. 
 [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

Official: El Salvador 
must protect police 
attacked by gangs 

SAN SALVADOR, El Sal-
vador (AP) — El Salvador’s 
attorney general is calling for 
urgent measures to protect off-
duty police, after two more offi-
cers were killed by suspected 
gang members.

Chief prosecutor Douglas 
Melendez said Monday “it is 
not possible that today they are 
killing police and the Salva-
doran government is not taking 
strong and concrete measures.” 
He urged the government to 
provide more funding for pro-
tective measures.

Suspected gang members 
killed an off-duty officer at his 
home in the rural township of 
Sensuntepeque on Sunday. On 
Monday another officer was 
shot dead as he left home.

Street gangs like Barrio 18 
and the Mara Salvatrucha are 
attacking police in response 
to a government crackdown. 
This year four police have been 
killed on duty and 18 have been 
slain off duty. Nine off-duty 
soldiers have been killed.

If you want to comment
about our fairness, call  

Samoa News at 633-5599
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BERKELEY, Calif. (AP) — 
Hundreds of masked, black-clad 
anarchists who overwhelmed a 
peaceful California protest and 
assaulted at least five perceived 
political enemies have reignited 
the debate over ensuring free 
speech while protecting public 
safety in the city where the U.S. 
free speech movement was born 
in the 1960s.

After planned weekend ral-
lies were violently disrupted or 
canceled, supporters of Presi-
dent Donald Trump and other 
politically conservative activists 
complained their free speech 
rights were blocked by liberal 
politicians who they say incited 
left-wing extremists.

When Patriot Prayer founder 
Joey Gibson canceled his San 
Francisco rally Saturday, he 
blamed San Francisco Mayor Ed 
Lee and Democratic U.S. Rep. 
Nancy Pelosi for falsely labeling 
the organization as a hate group 
and inciting extremism to vow 
violent disruption.

Others said that the violence 
on Sunday in nearby Berkeley, 
known as the U.S. heart of the 
free speech movement, tar-
nished their peaceful opposition 
to Trump’s policies.

“It played into the false nar-
rative that some conservatives 
have spun,” about violent left-
wing stifling of free speech, 
Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguin 
said Monday, a day after the 
anarchists assaulted the people 
they thought were right-wing 
extremists and pepper sprayed 
Gibson.

Gibson’s supporters said the 
Berkeley police failed to pro-
tect the handful of right-wing 
supporters who showed up at 
the park Sunday afternoon by 
allowing the black-clad demon-
strators to take over the city park 
without opposition. The right-
wing group was outnumbered 
by thousands of opponents, but 
the rally was tense but peaceful 
until the anarchists arrived.

Several demonstrators tried 
to stop the violence and helped 
the assault victims escape while 
others screamed for the beating 
to stop.

The attack on the conser-
vatives at the Berkeley park 
“definitely sends the wrong 
message,” said Ed Tisher, 
who came to oppose them but 
ended up helping a Trump sup-
porter knocked to the ground 
and shielding him from more 

possible violence until police 
arrived.

Yvonne Felarca, a spokes-
woman for the militant left-
wing organization By Any 
Means Necessary, defended 
Sunday’s violence. She called 
it self-defense, though it there 
were no indications anyone 
one tried to physically harm the 
anarchists at the park.

She said right-wing extrem-
ists are often armed and want 
to fight left-wing opponents, 
concluding that Sunday’s vio-
lence was a “success” and sent 
a message that speech her group 
considers fascist will not be 
allowed in ultraliberal Berkeley

Felarca was charged last 
month with assault and helping 
incite a riot in Sacramento last 
year. The June 2016 melee 
between about 30 members 
of a neo-Nazi group and 300 
counter-protesters ended 
with 14 people suffering stab 
wounds, cuts and bruises.

Berkeley Police Chief 
Andrew Greenwood said he 
ordered officers to abandon the 
park when the black-clad activ-
ists arrived. Confronting them 
would have risked escalating 
the violence and jeopardizing 
the safety of the peaceful pro-
testers, Greenwood said.

The mayor said the police 
acted appropriately, saying the 
anarchists “were trying to pro-
voke the police.”

“Protecting a piece of grass 
in that situation was not worth 
it,” Arreguin said.

Sid Heal, president of Cali-
fornia Association of Tactical 
Officers representing police 
trained in riot control, said it’s 
“always a tough call” officers 
to determine how to react when 
they respond to a crowd on the 
verge of a riot.

He said he usually advises 
officers to aggressively arrest 
people obviously intent on vio-
lence like those carrying gas 
masks or sticks who have cov-
ered their faces. Using heavy 
barriers that cannot be used by 
protesters as battering rams is 
also advisable, Heal said.

Berkeley police initially 
used both strategies, quickly 
arresting people who covered 
their faces or brought into the 
park items that could have been 
used as weapons. Police also 
set up water filled, plastic bar-
riers to keep political opponents 
separated.

But Berkeley’s police chief 
said he changed tactics after 
several hours and pulled officers 
out of the park when it became 
clear that only a handful of con-
servative activists remained 
there.

Heal, who helped the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, 
prepare for unrest ahead of 
an appearance by the politi-
cally conservative author Ann 
Coulter in April, said he believe 
it was the right decision.

“I wouldn’t fight over a piece 
of land that has no value,” Heal 
said.

Coulter canceled that appear-
ance out of concern for violence 
but blamed the university for 
failing to ensure safety for con-
servative speakers.

The campus is bracing for 
the appearances of former con-
servative Breitbart News editors 
Ben Shapiro and Milo Yian-
nopoulos and other politically 
polarizing figures next month 
during two separate events, 
including a “free speech week.”

The campus canceled a 
Yiannopoulos speech in Feb-
ruary after demonstrations 
turned violent.

Newly appointed University 
of California, Berkeley chan-
cellor Carol Christ said the 
campus would be prepared.

“The university has the 
responsibility to provide safety 
and security for its community 
and guests, and we will invest 
the necessary resources to 
achieve that goal,” she said in a 
statement.

Anarchist rampage in Berkeley 
renews free speech debate 

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

We’re Here For You!

 NEWS REPORTER
Samoa News is looking for a news writer that has a 
natural curiosity about our local community and is 
willing to report accurately for our newspaper readers.

The successful applicant must possess bi-lingual, 
Samoan and English, speaking and/or writing 
skills.  They must be able to meet daily deadlines 
and if needed, to work weekends. 
Access to computer, camera and vehicle is a 
definite advantage.
Call Samoa News at 633-5599 for an appointment 
to interview. 
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October 22, 1950 - July 28, 2017 

“Time for me to go now, I won’t say 
Goodbye; Look for me in the rainbows 
Way up in the sky. In the morning sunrise 
When all the world is new, Just look for me 
And love me, as you know I loved you.
Time for me to leave you, I won’t say goodbye; 
Look for me in the rainbows, high up in the sky. 
In the evening sunset, when all the work is through 
Just look for me and love me, and I’ll be close to you. 
It won’t be forever , the day will come and then 
My loving arms will hold you, when we meet again. 
Time for us to part now, we won’t say goodbye; 
Look for me in the rainbows, shining in the sky. 
Every waking moment, and all your whole life through 
Just look for me and love me, as you know I loved you.
Just wish me to be near you, And i’ll be there with you.” 
      Conn Bernard

BENJAMIN PUBI LAUSEN 
In Memoriam 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Wednesday, September 6, 2017
Freddie’s Beach, Fogagogo  
11:00a.m.-2:00p.m. 
“He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.” Rev. 21:4 

Family and friends are welcome to join 
the service and Ben’s Barbecue 
Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai,
Lupelele Lausen and Family


