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A young man helping to gather his 
family’s belongings and sort through 
them, standing on the wooden � oor 
of what is le�  of his home, which was 
destroyed last Friday by Tropical 
Cyclone Gita. � e family is currently 
staying with neighbors, waiting for a 
temporary house to become available, 
while seeing if they can rebuild.

 [photo: AF]

Prices on ‘essential’ goods 
protected by law after 
emergency declared

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Assistant Attorney General, Jedidiah Bigelow is reminding 
stores that it’s illegal to raise by 10% the price of certain con-
sumer goods after the governor declares a state of emergency 
following a disaster. 

However, a provision of the law states that raising the price 
by 10% is not unlawful if the business can provide proof it is not 
‘unfair’. (See details towards the end of the story.)

In this case, Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga issued the declaration 
on Feb. 9 amid devastating winds and heavy rain from Tropical 
Storm Gita impacting American Samoa. 

“Once the governor declares a state of emergency, it’s illegal 
for any business to raise prices of [certain] goods by 10%,” said 
Bigelow, who heads the Bureau of Consumer Protection, a divi-
sion of the Attorney General’s Offi ce. 

Those goods are mainly essential items such as food, fl ash-
lights, blankets, emergency supplies, building supplies, water, 
and gasoline, he said for example. 

In the past there were a lot of people who complained about 
the sudden hike in tobacco products — cigarettes — which 
“does not count” when it comes to an emergency declaration 
after a disaster, Bigelow explained. 

(Samoa News learned of a store on the western side that was 
selling a pack of Benson Light for $9 last Saturday morning, and 
by yesterday, it was selling the same brand for $11.)

Any consumer who believes they are facing price gouging is 
asked to contract the AG’s Offi ce, at 633-4163. 

Evidence such as the name of the store and location as well as 
the item with the new price would be helpful with investigating 
a case. A photo is also helpful evidence. 

“As soon as we get complaints, we will investigate them,” 
said Bigelow, who noted that consumers could also message or 
post on the Facebook page at of the American Samoa Bureau of 
Consumer Protection. 

Bigelow was responding yesterday to Samoa News inquiries 
after reports surfaced about possible price gouging at certain 
stores on island. 

Commerce Department director Keniseli Lafaele yesterday 
morning issued a public reminder to consumer and businesses 
about local law pertaining to price gouging after a disaster is 
declared.

The “prohibited unfair pricing practicing” law, states in part 
that upon the governor’s declaration and for a period of 30-days 
following the declaration:

(Continued on page 7)

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

Twenty-two people were arrested by police 
since Thursday of last week and appeared in 
District Court yesterday morning for their initial 
appearances. Of the cases in court, 15 of them 
were in court for private peace disturbances, 
3 were arrested for domestic violence, 2 were 
arrested for stealing and burglary and 2 for 
underage drinking.

According to a senior police offi cer who was 
interviewed by Samoa News, among those taken 
into custody by police were those who were 
under the infl uence of alcohol, while others were 

arrested after they were found on other people’s 
premises on Friday night and Saturday morning.

District Court, on Monday morning, was 
packed with families of those who were taken into 
custody during the unexpected 4-day weekend. 

A frustrated woman told Samoa News outside 
of the court house that her husband was picked 
up by police on Thursday evening around 6 
p.m. near their home in Pago Pago, after he was 
involved in a fi ght with other village males, and 
he (husband) was sleeping nicely in prison, while 
she was trying to make sure her four little ones 
were safe during Tropical Storm Gita that hit the 
island last Friday.

District Court started late — after 8:30 a.m. its 

Twenty-two arrested by police 
since last week Thursday

CHARGES RANGE FROM PPD, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, 
UNDERAGE DRINKING TO STEALING & BURGLARY

� is US Coast Guard photo shows USCG Cmdr. Ulysses Mullins, deputy sector commander 
Coast Guard Sector Honolulu; Lt. Tanner Stiehl, Marine Safety Detachment American Samoa 
supervisor; and Chief Warrant O�  cer Bryan Anderson, Coast Guard Sector Honolulu prevention, 
observing the diversion boom placed in waterways in and around Leone Bay to protect environ-
mentally sensitive areas from any potential release of product o�  the grounded 88-foot commercial 
� shing vessel Chui Zai Fa No. 1. 

� e owner of the Chui Zai Fa No. 1 is the responsible party and is actively working with Coast 
Guard o�  cials and local authorities to develop salvage plans for the grounded � shing vessel. 

� e public is reminded that the site immediately around the vessel and the vessel itself are dan-
gerous. It is in a heavy surf zone and the structure of the vessel is compromised. Non-response per-
sonnel should remain clear of the vessel and surrounding area. [photo: USCG]

(Continued on page 7)

CIGARETTES ARE NOT ONE OF THEM…
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

StarKist Co. has commended 
the US Congress for passing 
federal legislation, which 
includes a provision reinstating 
the American Samoa Economic 
Development Tax Credit (30(A) 
for the 2017 tax year.

The company’s president 
and chief executive offi cer, 
Andrew Choe, said StarKist 
is “especially appreciative of 
the leadership” of Gov. Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga and Congress-
woman Aumua Amata, “for 
their support on this critical 
effort.”

“Without this 30(A) credit, 
it would not be economically 
viable to continue to manufac-
ture in the American Samoan 
Territory,” said Choe in a com-
pany statement, adding that the 
cannery — the largest private 
employer in the territory — 
employs approximately 2,300 
workers “and is a proud member 
of the American Samoa com-
munity since 1963.”

Lolo is “very please and very 
happy” to learn about the tax 
extension, saying that this “pos-
itive outcome could not have 
been achieved without working 
closely and with arms length 
collaboration” with Starkist, 
Amata and her colleagues in 
the US House, US Sen. Orrin 
Hatch of Utah and his friends in 
the US Senate, and Utah Gov. 
Gary Herbert.

“The people of American 
Samoa are truly blessed to have 
such friends who continue to 
champion our needs in the Con-
gress of the United States,” Lolo 
said yesterday responding to 
Samoa News inquiries through 
his offi ce. 

The governor is also thankful 
to US Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke and his staff “for his great 
support of this measure which 
certainly gives Starkist some 
fi nancial relief from the many 
challenges which it currently 
faces.”

In a news release, Amata said 
extending the tax credit “simply 
makes sense” and this policy 
supports the long-term pres-
ence of jobs that are important 
to American Samoa’s economy 
and community. 

“A one-year extension is 
another good step in the right 
direction. A longer-term exten-
sion would allow for better plan-
ning and stability, so we will 
continue to make that case,” she 
said, and noted that the exten-
sion is for the 2017 tax year, in 

time for the current tax prepara-
tion season, while a long-term 
extension would require further 
legislation.

StarKist reiterated that it’s 
becoming increasingly diffi cult 
for American Samoa to com-
pete with other manufacturing 
locations where labor costs and 
other expenses are substantially 
lower and subsidized.”

“Our competition is doing a 
bulk of its production in coun-
tries like China and Thailand 
and reap the fi nancial benefi ts 
of cheap labor and subsidized 
costs,” Choe said. “StarKist, 
on the other hand, is trying to 
sustain a business on U.S. soil 
and is being penalized with 
increased costs and short-term 
fi xes. The 30(A) tax credit 
helps to level the playing fi eld 
and enables American Samoa to 
better compete globally.”

He pointed out that the tuna 
industry is a globally com-
petitive, largely commoditized 
business where profi t & loss is 
determined by pennies.  

“American Samoa has histor-
ically been an attractive location 
from which tuna products could 
be manufactured as a result of a 
reliable and high quality supply 
of whole fi sh directly delivered 
to the canneries,” he explained. 
“These main advantages are 
being eroded, and that is adding 
additional burden and cost to 
our operation.”

In light of these challenges, 
“we applaud Congress’ ongoing 
attention to strengthen the eco-
nomic foundation of American 
Samoa to benefi t the territory’s 
future,” he said and urged Con-
gress “to take steps to make 
the 30A relief permanent and 
to more broadly address the 
economic issues plaguing the 
territories.”

“Economic relief that must 
be re-evaluated every year or 
every other year creates uncer-
tainty and does not do what it 
can to incentivize investment 
in these distressed areas,” Choe 
said. 

Amata noted, “In a place the 
size and population of Amer-
ican Samoa, these jobs that this 
policy protects have a tremen-
dous economic impact.

“American Samoa’s eco-
nomic and geographic situation 
is unique among U.S. states 
and territories. I appreciate the 
widespread bipartisan support 
in Congress for this jobs ini-
tiative,” the congresswoman 
concluded.

Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone No: (684) 248-1234, Option #5
Email: humanresource@aspower.com
Website: www.aspower.com

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

PUBLIC JOB POSTING
Position Title
Department

Position Type
Division

Reports To 

AUTO MECHANIC I
Auto Shop 
Facilities, Security & Maintenance
Career Service (12 month probation)
Auto Shop Supervisor

Posting Date

Deadline

Pay Rate
Job Grade/Status

February 2, 2018
February 15, 2018, 4:00 p.m.
$7.28 – $7.58/hr
D/1/A-D/2/A, Non-Exempt

Major Duties & Responsibilities

Minimum Requirements

Perform skilled maintenance and repair work on all vehicles, light and heavy equipment �eets; disassemble and as-
semble engines and hydraulic units; perform minor or major overhaul and repair work re: mechanical components, 
electrical system, brakes, fuel system, clutch, cooling system, air conditioning, di�erential, transmission, etc; provide 
call-out/emergency repair services as required; assist in ensuring adequate inventory of high-usage parts and sup-
plies; assist in ensuring maintenance and repair work is cost e�ective and e�cient; perform other tasks as assigned.

Education

Experience

Knowledge,  
Skills & Abilities

HS Diploma with Certi�cation in Automotive Mechanics – trade & technology required; AS degree in 
Automotive Technology with Certi�cation preferred 
Five years (5) work experience in automotive �eld. Experience and skills in safely operating a heavy 
duty lathe machine would be an added advantage. Computer skills in ProDemand Automotive Repair 
online program is also a plus. 

Must be knowledgeable of:
•	 vehicle	painting	procedures	and	protocols
•	 hydraulics	and	in	using	diagnostic	scanning	tools	for	troubleshooting	and	identifying	vehicle	

electronic problems
•	 tools	and	equipment	used	in	the	diagnosis,	overhaul,	repair	and	adjustment	of	vehicle,	light	and	

heavy equipment
•	 auto-electronics,	on-board	computers,	and	how	to	access	them	for	diagnosing	problems	hazards	

and safety precautions involved with the work
Must have skills: 
•	 in	automotive	body	repair	and	repainting	work	
•	 in	diagnosis	of	vehicle,	light	and	heavy	problems
•	 to	lubricate	and	service	equipment	as	per	maintenance	schedule
•	 to	fabricate	parts	and	panel	where	safe	and	acceptable	options	are	available
•	 to	perform	welding	work	where	required
•	 in	the	use	of	automotive	mechanical	and	electronic	tools	(air/power)	and	equipment
Must have ability to: 
•	 work	rotating	shifts,	weekends	and	holidays	when	required
•	 read	and	understand	technical	manuals,	reports	and	instructions	including	schematic	drawings	

and diagrams
•	 establish	and	maintain	effective	working	relationships	with	those	contacted	in	the	course	of	work
•	 read	and	follow	manuals	and	standardized	procedures	in	service	and	maintenance	of	vehicles/

equipment
•	 be	a	team	player	and	willing	to	offer	assistance	on	critical	matters	and	issues	pertaining	to	the	

Auto Shop
•	 ensure	safe	working	practices	at	all	times
•	 assist	in	maintaining	appropriate	records
•	 be	proactive	and	responsible
•	 perform	housekeeping	duties	in	keeping	workshop	clean	and	tidy

Quali�ed applicants: Please submit a completed ASPA Employment Application with a copy of your resume to ASPA Human 
Resources (address listed above) by the deadline. Please attach copies of credentials and transcripts. Candidates selected for hire must 
pass examination (when applicable), pre-employment clearances & test negative on pre-employment drug test. ASPA reserves the 
right to waive education and experience requirements as necessary.

StarKist commends the 
US Congress for rein-

stating tax credit for 2017
BUT NOTES THAT IT NEEDS TO BE LONG TERM TO 

“INCENTIVIZE INVESTMENT”

NEW YORK (AP) — An 
Oregon woman who had 
worms coming out of her eye 
is being called the fi rst known 
human case of a parasitic infec-
tion spread by fl ies.Fourteen 
tiny worms were removed from 
the left eye of the 26-year-old 
woman in August 2016. Scien-
tists reported the case Monday.

The woman, Abby Beckley, 
was diagnosed in August 2016 
with Thelazia gulosa. That’s a 

type of eye worm seen in cattle 
in the northern United States 
and southern Canada, but never 
before in humans.

They are spread by a type of 
fl y known as “face fl ies.” The 
fl ies feed on the tears that lubri-
cate the eyeball, scientists said.

She had been horseback 
riding and fi shing in Gold 
Beach, Oregon, a coastal, cattle-
farming area.After a week of 
eye irritation, Beckley pulled 

a worm from her eye. She vis-
ited doctors, but removed most 
of the additional worms herself 
during the following few weeks.

The worms were translu-
cent and each less than half 
an inch long.After they were 
removed, no more worms were 
found and she had no addi-
tional symptoms.Eye worms 
are seen in several kinds of ani-
mals, including cats and dogs. 
They can be spread by different 
kinds of fl ies.Two other types 
of Thelazia eye worm infec-
tions had been seen in people 
before, but never this kind, 
according to Richard Bradbury 
of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. He was the 
study’s lead author. The report 
was published in the American 
Journal of Tropical Medicine 
and Hygiene.This story has 
been corrected to refl ect that the 
infected woman, not doctors, 
removed most of the worms 
from her eye.

14 worms pulled from wom-
an’s eye after rare infection

� is undated photo provided by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) shows � elazia gulosa, a type of eye 
worm seen in cattle in the northern United States and southern 
Canada, but never before in humans. An Oregon woman who 
had worms coming out of her eye is being called the � rst known 
human case of a parasitic infection spread by � ies. Fourteen tiny 
worms were removed from the le�  eye of the 26-year-old woman 
in August 2016. Scientists reported the case Monday, Feb. 12, 
2018.  (CDC via AP)
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
CASES IN COURT

Another domestic violence 
case came before District Court 
last week for sentencing and 
District Court Judge Fiti Sunia 
told the male defendant that he 
court doesn’t take these cases 
lightly. He told the defen-
dant that a week doesn’t go 
by without these cases coming 
before the court.

“It’s important that defen-
dants learn their lesson from 
the sentence handed down in 
these domestic violence cases,” 
said Sunia.In the latest case last 
week, the defendant, who is a 
42-year-old man from Samoa 
who has lived in the territory 
for over 20 with his wife and 3 
children was convicted of mis-
demeanor third degree assault 
while a second misdemeanor 
count of public peace distur-
bance was dismissed.

According to court records, 
the defendant slapped his wife in 
the face in front of his 12-year-
old daughter and his sister-in-
law. The defendant told the 
court that an argument between 
him and his wife started when 
he was putting away his wallet 
in the area where his clothes are 
kept, which caused his wife to 
be suspicious that he was trying 
to hide something from her.

The defendant told the court 
that he pushed his wife out of 
his way, but the government 
responded that the defendant 
slapped his wife in front of his 
sister-in-law and his daughter, 
which resulted in his sister-in-
law calling the police for help.

The defendant was sen-
tenced to 35 days imprison-
ment, and the 32 days that the 
defendant spent in jail since his 
arrest was counted towards the 
jail term. The court also ordered 
the defendant to pay a fi ne of 
$125.
FILIOLEMA’AGAO VALAAU

The 42-year-old man from 
Pava’ia’i accused of using a 
metal pipe to assault another 
man has been arrested and 
charged with second degree 
assault — a felony, punishable 
by not more than 5 years impris-
onment, and/or a fi ne of not 
more than $5,000 or both; and 
two misdemeanor charges — 
unlawful use of a weapon and 
public peace disturbance.

The charges against 
Filiolema’agao Valaau stem 
from an incident that occurred 
last week in Pava’ia’i, during 
which he allegedly used a metal 
pipe to assault and severely 
injure another man.

According to the police 
report, Valaau and the victim 
had gotten into a disagreement. 
The victim allegedly attempted 
to assault Valaau and when he 
failed to do so, the defendant 
turned around and assaulted the 
victim with a metal pipe.

Valaau made his initial 

appearance in the District Court 
last week, where he waived his 
right to a preliminary exami-
nation hearing.His next court 
appearance is today at 9 a.m. 
in the High Court, where he is 
expected to enter a not guilty 
plea to the charges.Valaau’s 
attorney, Assistant Public 
Defender, Ryan Anderson, 
asked the court for a reduc-
tion in bail — from $5,000 to 
$1,000. Nelson told the court 
that Valaau is a hard working 
man, and he is the only member 
of his family who works to pro-
vide for his wife and two chil-
dren. Anderson said his client is 
not a fl ight risk; he has no inten-
tion of leaving his family.

Prosecutor Jillian Sadler 
opposed the defense’s motion, 
saying the bail set by the court 
is the right amount for the 
offense the defendant is accused 
of committing. 

The defense motion was 
denied and bail remains at 
$5,000; and because he is unable 
to post bond, Valaau remains in 
custody at the TCF.

TONY ULBERG
A young man that was con-

victed of misdemeanor stealing 
has been ordered to serve 60 
days at Tafuna Correctional 
Facility, as a condition of a 
12-month probation sentence. 

Tony Ulberg has been in cus-
tody since November. He was 
initially charged with public 
peace disturbance, stealing, and 
third degree assault.

However, in a plea agree-
ment with the government, 
Uluberg pled guilty to stealing 
and the remaining charges were 
dismissed.

When he appeared before 
District Court Judge Fiti Sunia 
last week for sentencing, Ulberg 
apologized for his actions and 
begged for a second chance to 
return home to care for his par-
ents and serve his family and 
church. He also apologized to 
the victim and asked for for-
giveness. The defendant said he 
is truly remorseful for what he 
did and assured the judge that he 
will never again break any laws, 
adding that if given another 
chance, he will do everything 
he can to change his life.

Sunia asked the defendant 
what happened to the many 
chances the court gave him 
when he appeared 4 times for 
previous court cases. Ulberg 
said he messed up — he was 
trying his best to abide by the 
law, but he failed.

Attorneys from both sides 
asked the court to sentence the 
defendant to 12 months proba-
tion, under the condition that 
he attend and complete alcohol 
counseling, and refrain from 
consuming alcohol. 

However Sunia told Ulberg 
that the court gave him a lot of 
chances before, but it appears 
that he’s not learning his lesson. 
A report from the Probation 
Offi ce states that Ulberg has 
completed alcohol counseling 

that was ordered by the court, as 
a condition of a previous matter.

“You’re not new in this 
court, this is the 5th time you’ve 
come before this Court. You 
have been convicted of public 
peace disturbance three times. 
You’ve also been convicted 
of driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) and now you’re con-
victed of stealing. Who knows, 
maybe your next criminal act 
will be a felony?” Sunia said 
to Ulberg.According to court 
records, Ulberg was placed 
on 12-months probation ear-
lier last year in April, after he 
was convicted of a DUI. A few 
months later, he was arrested 
and charged with misdemeanor 
stealing.The judge then revoked 
Ulberg’s 12-month probation 
sentence from the DUI matter, 
and ordered him to serve the 
suspended sentence of 60 days. 
He will be credited for the 
51 days he’s already spent in 
confi nement.

For the stealing case, Ulberg 
has been sentenced to serve 12 
months at the TCF. 

The sentence is suspended 
however, and he is placed on 
probation for 12 months, under 
the condition that he serves 120 
days behind bars. 

Sunia ordered the defendant 
to serve only 60 days, and the 
remaining term is stayed, if he 
complies with all the conditions 
of probation. 

This sentence will run con-
secutively with the 9 days he 
needs to serve for probation 
revocation.

Ulberg is also ordered to pay 
a $100 fi ne within 30 days, and 
he must be gainfully employed 
after he is released from prison 
next week.

USD one-way

USD one-way

USD one-way

Vai’s Flowers-n-Gifts
Located next to Zeek’s Treats and Matai’s in Nuuuli
Be one of the �rst 100 customers and receive a

FREE VALENTINE BALLOON AND DELIVERY
Valentine favorites:

Valentine’s Raffle

 SiEDDIE’S SPECIAL
#1  THREE TOP
3 Roses, Baby’s Breath, ferns packed with  
ti leaves, ribbon and touch of white �owers,  
accesories & balloon - $35.00

 VAI’S SWEETHEART
#2   Four Top
4 Roses, Baby’s Breath, ferns packed with  
ti leaves, ribbon & touch of white �owers,  
accesories & balloon - $40.00

#3  Fou’s Specialty
“Fancy First Red South American Roses”  
arranged with Baby’s Breath & accessories
$50.00 Half Dozen  $75.00 Dozen

#4  Ed’s Valentine Special
“Fancy First Red South American Roses” set in a 
med. clear vase with Baby’s Breath & accessories
$50.00 Half Dozen  $90.00 Dozen

#5  Touch of Class
Dozen of Roses set in a large clear vase with  
Million Stars, Ferns, accesories & balloon. -$100.00

Or say it with something sweet”
*Single Rose in Container or Small Clear Vase  
with a candy treat & balloon: $15.00
* Single Rose with Teddy Bear - $20.00
*Double Rose in a small clear vase 
with accessories, balloon & candy treat: $25.00

3 Roses with Accessories - $30.00
 We also have gift baskets, candy grams, teddy bears, 
Balloon Bouquets, Variety of  Balloons and other 
goodies for your sweetheart........ 
Get your money’s worth - from $5.00 
to $100.00
Order now or come in and see us to avoid last minute 

rush at 699-5073/733-9464/731-8363
email: vais�owers@yahoo.com

Happy Valentines Day!

Any purchase from now until Friday, Feb 1o, 2017 @ 
12noon quali�es you to enter our RAFFLE Special Prizes:

$100 Gift Certi�cates give away.

“Fancy First Red South American Roses” set in a 
med. clear vase with Baby’s Breath & accessories

email: vais�owers@yahoo.com

Happy Valentines Day!

Any purchase from now until Friday, Feb 1o, 2017 @ 

FOR LEASE
2,400 SF Warehouse space (new)
6,900 SF Retail/Wholesale space

21’ High ceilings with 
10’ wide awnings in the front

May be leased separately or together
Secure gated lot, large parking area

Conveniently located across 
from Procurement

For information call 252-1735 or 258-4471



by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Specific “direct federal assistance” requests 
sent by Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga to US Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump following last Friday’s 
Tropical Storm Gita includes generators, med-
ical supplies and first aid kits. 

And in the wake of the damage caused by 
the storm, all public schools will be closed this 
whole week, as well as all Catholic schools. 
Some private schools were closed yesterday and 
reopened today. ASCC was closed yesterday and 
again today.

Lolo’s official request to Trump was sub-
mitted last Saturday and 24 hours later, the 
White House released an official statement that 
the President had given approval and declared 
that “an emergency exists” in the territory and 
“ordered Federal assistance to supplement 
response efforts in the territory due to the emer-
gency conditions” from the storm.

In his letter, the governor noted that beginning 
on Feb. 7, heavy rain from an active monsoonal 
trough began impacting the territory causing 
flash flooding and as the trough intensified, it 
caused public schools to be closed for two days. 
Then on Feb. 9, the trough merged with Gita 
prompting him to “declare a state of emergency”.

He said the storm “caused extensive damage 
to power grid” and the territory requires imme-
diate assistance in restoring power and commu-
nication that have been severely impacted. 

According to the governor, he determined 
that this “incident is of such severity and magni-
tude that continued effective response” is beyond 
ASG’s capabilities and “supplemental federal 
assistance is necessary to save lives and to pro-
tect property, public health, and safety and to 
lessen the effects of this imminent catastrophe.”

Therefore, he requested Public Assistance 
emergency protective measures limited to direct 
federal assistance. “Specific direct federal assis-
tance needs include generators, transmission 
wire, cots, tents, medical supplies and first aid 
kits,” he wrote, adding that ASG will assume all 
applicable non-federal shared costs as required 
by federal law. 

Included with the governor’s letter are sup-
porting documents, such as Lolo’s Feb. 9 decla-
ration a state of emergency, which he says was 
necessary:

• to reduce the vulnerability of people to 
damage, injury, and loss of life and property;

• prepare for the prompt and efficient 
rescue, care, and treatment of persons affected 
by the disaster; and 

• to provide a setting conducive to rapid 
and orderly restoration and rehabilitation of per-
sons and property affected by this disaster.

In granting American Samoa’s request, 
Trump authorized the US Department of Home-
land Security, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), to coordinate all disaster relief 

efforts “to help alleviate the hardship and suf-
fering caused by the emergency” in the territory. 

“Specifically, FEMA is authorized to iden-
tify, mobilize, and provide, at its discretion, 
equipment and resources necessary to alleviate 
the impacts of the emergency,” according to the 
proclamation released by the White House. It 
also says that emergency protective measures, 
limited to direct Federal assistance, will be pro-
vided at 75% federal funding.

Congresswoman Aumua Amata, who was on 
island during the storm, said she saw the dam-
ages first hand throughout the community. She 
expressed appreciation to both the governor’s 
prompt request for federal action and Trump’s 
quick response.

“For many, these damages are causing dif-
ficult times, and recovery will be costly and 
always takes time,” she said in a news release 
yesterday. “I’m very pleased to know that federal 
help is already arriving, and those resources will 
help restore services.”

FEMA ASSISTANCE
FEMA released on Sunday a summary of 

key federal disaster aid programs that can be 
made available as needed and warranted under 
Trump’s declaration for American Samoa. 

According to the FEMA fact sheet, the agency 
is authorized to provide appropriate assistance 
for required emergency measures, authorized 
under Title V of the federal Stafford Act, to save 
lives and to protect property and public health 
and safety, or to lessen or avert the threat of a 
catastrophe in the designated areas.

Specifically, FEMA is authorized to pro-
vide emergency protective measures (Category 
B), limited to direct federal assistance, under 
the Public Assistance program at 75% federal 
funding. 

(Samoa News notes that the other 25% is 
funded by ASG.)

FEMA official Benigno Bern Ruiz has been 
appointed Federal Coordinating Officer for fed-
eral recovery operations in American Samoa for 
this disaster.

LOCAL ASSESSMENT
At daybreak yesterday, ASG Emergency 

Operation Center (EOC) damage assessment 
teams began their work — which will run 
through Friday — conducting an assessment of 
disaster-related damages for individual loss and 
public infrastructure.

The outcome of these assessments will deter-
mine what individuals qualify for FEMA’s 
Individual Assistance (IA) or Public Assistance 
(PA) programs, according to an EOC statement 
Sunday night. 

IA teams will assess disaster-related damages 
for individuals, including homes and other per-
sonal property loss, while PA teams will assess 
disaster-related damages of government and 
non-profit public facilities and infrastructure.

Page 4  samoa news, Tuesday, February 13, 2018

Am Samoa’s state of emergency 
request approved by President Trump

ASPA continues making progress 
— 58% now have power, 86% have water 

Update Monday, Feb. 12, 2018 @ 12 noon.
POWER:

- All Feeders (Primary lines) are energized 100%
- Total of 7,000 out of 12,000 (58%) customers 
 have power now
- Aunuu has power to all customers now
- Manua has power to all customers now

WATER:
- Total of 8,300 out of 9,600 (86%) customers have water now
- Amanave Booster is energized now with generator. 
 Pressurizing waterline to Poloa to fill water tank
- Pago Wells are all online now. Pressurizing system to   

 supply water up to Alofau and then to Tula/Onenoa 
 later on today
- Need Generators for Aoa, Vatia and Upper Masefau
- Aunuu has water to all customers
- Manua has water to all customers

WASTEWATER:
- All but 3 lift stations are on the power grid now. 
 These 3 lift stations will be energized today.
- Fogagogo & Utulei WW Plants are now on the power grid.

SOLID WASTE UPDATE
 - February 12, 2018 @ noon

- Futiga Landfill is Open; a designated area for all green 
 waste has been secured.
- Futiga Scrap Metal Yard is also Open for the public to 
 dispose scrap metal wastes only.
- SW Municipal Solid Waste Collectors (contractors) are 
 continuing with their collections (for bin and containers), 
 as per route schedule.

Because ASTCA landlines are down, please contact customer
service at 770-1600 or 770-1605

(Source: ASPA media release)

By JULIET LINDERMAN, Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — When Jennifer Willoughby and 

Colbie Holderness stepped forward to tell the story of how they 
were physically, verbally and emotionally abused by their ex-hus-
band, who had since become a top White House aide, President 
Donald Trump had nothing but good things to say about the man 
they had accused of domestic violence.

Rob Porter “did a great job while he was at the White House. 
And we hope he has a wonderful career,” Trump said Friday, 
adding that the aide had vehemently maintained his innocence.

The president followed that up Saturday with a tweet that 
“lives are being shattered and destroyed by a mere allegation.”

Porter’s resignation was announced Wednesday, just hours 
after a photograph was published of Holderness with a black eye, 
allegedly inflicted by Porter. Trump’s staff secretary called the 
allegations from his former spouses “outrageous” and “simply 
false.”

Trump’s chief of staff, John Kelly, had defended Porter on 
Tuesday as “a man of true integrity and honor” and “a friend, 
confidante and trusted professional.” By some accounts, White 
House counsel Don McGahn had been apprised of some accusa-
tions about Porter at least four times, including as early as January 
2017.

The White House response serves as a high-profile illustration 
of the obstacles many women face in speaking out about their 
abuse. First and foremost: Will anyone believe them?

“It so clearly illustrates that even today, in 2018, a lot of people 
react to these sorts of allegations by assuming that the woman 
is lying, or by indicating that, in essence, how a man behaves 
with women is nobody’s business, that it’s irrelevant,” said Emily 
Martin, National Women’s Law Center general counsel and vice 
president for education and workplace justice. “It suggests that 
what we really need to worry about is how these allegations will 
impact the man who is accused.”

Months before Willoughby spoke to reporters and identified 
Porter by name, she published a blog post explaining the fear and 
anxiety she felt about leaving her marriage and going public about 
the abuse she said she had suffered at the hands of a powerful man 
who was well-liked and well-respected.

White House response reflects 
obstacles facing abused women

FILE - In this Jan. 18, 2018, �le photo, President Donald Trump, joined by Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis, le�, Vice President Mike Pence, second from le�, and White House Chief of Sta� John 
Kelly, right, speaks to the media as he arrives at the Pentagon. When Jennifer Willoughby �rst 
stepped forward to tell the story how she was physically, emotionally and psychologically abused 
by her ex-husband, who had since become a top aide to President Donald Trump, the White House 
sent a clear message: We don’t believe you. Instead, o�cials o�ered e�usive support for her accuser. 

 (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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Fisheries council considers 7 LPVA options
TAKING COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC THROUGH MARCH 9

(BASED ON PRESS RELEASE) — Among the issues to be considered by the 172nd Fisheries 
council at their March 14-16 meeting is options for the LVPA

AMERICAN SAMOA LARGE VESSEL PROHIBITED AREA
In the early 2000s, the American Samoa longline fleet included about 40 small vessels (alia) and 

25 larger vessels (more than 50 feet in length) targeting albacore for the local canneries.
In 2002, the Large Vessel Prohibited Area (LVPA) was established to separate the large and small 

longline vessels to prevent potential gear conflict and catch competition. Subsequently, the alia long-
line fleet dwindled to fewer than three in 2006 and to one in 2010. About 15 larger longline vessels 
continue to operate out of Pago Pago Harbor but under severe economic stress.

At its 172nd meeting, the Council will consider taking final action on LVPA options (see Table 
1) that may improve economic efficiency of the larger longline vessels while taking into consider-
ation, among other things, the need to prevent overfishing, impacts on small vessels and protecting 
American Samoa cultural fishing practices. 

This action addresses continued poor economic performance in the American Samoa longline 
fishery and regulations that may 
unnecessarily restrict fleet move-
ment and harm fishing efficiency.

Written public comments 
should be received by the 
Council ‘s executive director  by 
5 p.m. (Hawai’i time), Friday,  
March  9, 2018, by postal mail, 
FAX or email  as indicated 
below. After March 9, it is the 
submitter’s responsibility to 
provide at least 40 copies of the 
written comment to Council staff 
at the Council meeting. 

Mail:  Ms. Kitty M. Simonds, 
Executive Director

Western Pacific Regional 
Fishery Management Council

1164 Bishop  Street,  Suite  
1400

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
FAX:  (808) 522-8226 
E-mail: info.wpcouncil
 @noaa.gov

American Samoa Government
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Request for Public Comment on  
Special Education Funding Application

The American Samoa Department of Education (ASDOE) Special Education Division (SPED) has for public review its application for 
funding under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) with 
the US Department of Education. 
These funds are used to provide special education services to all school age children, ages 3 - 21 years, in the territory of American 
Samoa who have a disability that adversely affects their classroom achievements. As a condition for granting the funds, each State or 
Territory proposing the application must submit the application for public review and comment. The public must be afforded reasonable 
opportunities for comment 30 days prior to the submission of the application on May 14, 2018. The public hearing is scheduled 
for April 12, 2018 at the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Conference Room in Utulei at 2:00pm. The Department of 
Education must review and give due consideration to all comments and suggestions prior to the submission of the 
application for funding.
Copies of the application are available at the Special Education Office located in Faga’alu. All persons interested in the application 
are encouraged to pick up a copy between the hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm. Written comments will also be taken during these 
hours. Comments and suggestions may also be made via email to Faauifono Vaitautolu at faauitolu@yahoo.com or Dr. Teresa Le’iato 
Atuatasi at atuajjj_1999@yahoo.com or may be sent surface mail to Dr. Teresa Lei’ato Atuatasi, Assistant Director Special Education 
Division, PO Box ASDOE-SPED, Pago Pago, AS 96799.

Talosagaina Finagalo Lautele mo le Tusi Talosaga mo  
Alagatupe Fuafuaina o le Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa

Ua tu’uina mai e le Matagaluega o A’oga Amerika Samoa (ASDOE) Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa (SPED) se avanoa e fa’alia ai finagalo 
fa’alaua’itele a le mamalu o le atunu’u mo le alagatupe talosaga i lalo o le Maga B Tulafono mo Tagata o iai Manaoga Fa’apitoa 
(IDEA) ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa (OSEP) o le Matagaluega o A’oga a le Malo Tele o Amerika (USDOE).
O ia alagatupe ua fuafuaina e fa’atino ai a’oa’oga fa’apitoa tu’uina atu mo tamaiti a’oga uma, e amata mai i le 3 - 21 tausaga, i totonu 
o le Teritori o Amerika Samoa o lo’o iai manaoga fa’apitoa ua fa’afaigata ai taumafaiga taua’oa’oga i totonu o potu a’oga. O se tasi 
aiaiga mo le taliaina o le talosaga, e tatau i Setete ma Teritori uma o lo’o talosagaina ia alagatupe ona fa’asalalau a latou tusi talosaga 
mo se finagalo fa’aalia o tagata lautele. E tatau ona lava se avanoa e silasila lelei ai le atunu’u mo le silafia ma tu’uina mai so latou 
finagalo fa’aalia e tusa e 30 aso ae le’i tu’uina atu le tusi talosaga ia Me 14, 2018. O le a faia se fono fa’alaua’itele ia Aperila 12, 2018 
i le potu fonotaga i le Ofisa ASDOE Early Childhood Education i Utulei i le itula e 2:00pm. O le a iloiloina e le Matagaluega a A’oga 
Amerika Samoa finagalo ma manatu fa’aalia a le lautele ma tu’uina atu ni fautuaga ae le’i o’o i le aso fa’atapula’aina o tusi talosaga. 
O lo’o maua kopi o lenei tusi talosaga i le Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa i Faga’alu. Mo i latou e mana’omia se kopi o le tusi talosaga, 
e avanoa le ofisa mai le itula 8:00am i le 4:00pm. O manatu fa’aalia e tauala mai i tusitusiga e mafai ona tu’uina mai i taimi ua 
fa’atulagaina. A iai nisi manatu ma fautuaga, e mafai ona imeli mai ia Fa’auifono Vaitautolu faauitolu@yahoo.com po’o Teresa Le’iato 
Atuatasi atuajjj_1999@yahoo.com pe tusi mai ia Teresa Le’iato Atuatasi, SPED Assistant Director, PO Box ASDOE-SPED, Pago 

By NICK PERRY, Associated Press
WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) — New Zealand’s oppo-

sition leader Bill English said Tuesday he would leave Parliament 
after losing last year’s election.

The former prime minister told reporters he was resigning as 
leader of the conservative National Party and leaving Parliament 
later this month.

English, 56, has served as a lawmaker for 27 years. He took the 
reins as prime minister in December 2016 after his predecessor 
John Key resigned. A former farmer, English built a reputation as 

New Zealand lawmaker Bill 
English quits after election loss

China to pick 
5,000 movie the-
aters for propa-

ganda screenings

BEIJING (AP) — China 
plans to select 5,000 movie 
theaters to screen propaganda 
films and will boost their box 
offices with group sales, dis-
counted tickets and other finan-
cial backing.

China’s film regulator 
said in a notice posted on the 
internet on Tuesday that the 
policy is intended to promote 
specific movies at special times 
to create a “people’s theater 
front,” a throwback to language 
used during the era of Mao 
Zedong.China, the world’s 
second-biggest film market, 
saw movie ticket sales rise 13.5 
percent last year to over $8.6 
billion.Chinese-made movies 
accounted for 54 percent of 
ticket sales, with baldly nation-
alistic action thriller “Wolf 
Warrior 2” topping the box 
office.

FILE - In this Sept. 23, 2017 �le photo, New Zealand’s Prime 
Minister Bill English talks to hundreds of supporters a�er elec-
tion results are announced in Auckland, New Zealand. English 
announced Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018 he is quitting a�er losing last 
year‚Äôs election.  (AP Photo/Nick Perry, File)

(Continued on page 8)
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Compiled by Samoa News staff 
POWER TO BE FULLY 
RESTORED BY SAT-
URDAY IN SAMOA

By Monday morning, the 
Electric Power Corporation, 
(EPC) had restored 98% of the 
high voltage distribution line 
around Upolu almost 48 hours 
after Tropical Cyclone Gita 
devastated the Samoan group.

And by Tuesday morning, 
EPC should have the high 
voltage line restored 100% 
around Upolu.

The swift response by EPC 
to repair the high voltage will 
allow ground crews to work 
inland to re-connect power to 
homes which remain powerless 
since Saturday.

As of Monday, EPC’s Gen-
eral Manager Tologata Tile Leia 
Tuimalealiifano confi rmed that 
electricity to 30% of the 35,000 
EPC clients in Upolu has been 
restored. And he anticipates that 
by Wednesday if the pieces of 
puzzle fall in place, power for 
Upolu Island should be fully 
restored. However anticipating 
some unexpected setbacks, 
Tologata has guaranteed that by 
Saturday every home and busi-
ness in Upolu and Savaii which 
is a customer of EPC should 
have electricity.

For Savaii Island, 95% of 

the high voltage distribution 
line is back on line with 30% of 
the 10,000 EPC customers also 
receiving electricity.

“All the undamaged homes 
have been put back on line,” 
said Tologata noting that the 
task face by EPC “to restore 
electricity under these condi-
tions is a huge ask to say the 
least.”

“The majority of damages 
powerlines are from falling trees 
located on private property.

“And I urge families to please 
heed our pleas to cut down trees 
near powerlines because this 
is what happens every time 
we have gusty winds,” noted 
Tologata.

“Despite the dangerous 
weather conditions during the 
pre- Tropical Cyclone Gita, 
EPC crew has been on the 
ground as late as 2:00am in the 
morning and supporting staff 
which includes the 200 plus 
EPC staff have been working 
24-7.

“As you know, I’m not the 
kind of person that toots his own 
horn, but I have to commend my 
staff for the dedication.

“Like some of our residents, 
many have families who were 
also affected by the Cyclone 
but they have been working 
non-stop, some since Friday to 

ensure that electricity is restored 
as soon as possible.”

(Source:  Samoa Press 
Secretariat)
NO CYCLONE LOOMING

Unoffi cial forecasts pre-
dicting another Tropical 
Cyclone to follow in the heels 
of Gita are not true and have no 
substance, the Chief Weather 
Offi cer Mulipola Ausitalia Titi-
maea has ruled out.

Social media reports sug-
gest that a second Cyclone will 
affect the Samoan group within 
the next 48 hours — which 
started Sunday morning.

However Mulipola has dis-
counted the prediction saying 
there is no cyclone looming 
or immediately threatening 
Samoa.

He says that his international 
counterparts including Fiji are 
also mystifi ed with the claim.

“The current poor weather 
conditions will continue for 
the next few days with spo-
radic heavy rains and gusty 
winds at times,” he added. “The 
only active conversion posing 
a threat to Samoa is devel-
oping near the Solomon Island 
and Vanuatu and we are in no 
immediate danger.

“My offi ce as always is 
closely monitoring it,” he con-
tinued. “But as for another 

Cyclone following the same 
tracks as Gita and threaten or 
affect Samoa in the new day is 
all hearsay.”

Mulipola noted that this is 
not the fi rst time that unoffi cial 
weather predictions has caused 
public panic.

And he reiterates for the 
public to heed the weather 
advisories from his offi ce and 
nothing else.

(Samoa News notes this is 
the same advice from American 
Samoa’s Weather Bureau — to 
heed their weather advisories 
only, as they have different ter-
minology from their Samoa and 
Fiji counterparts, as well as a 
different approach to weather 
advisories. 

(Source:  Samoa Press 
Secretariat)

SNPF BENEFITS AVAIL-
ABLE FOR SAMOA RSE
SNPF deductions for the 

565 Samoans employed by Mr 
Apple under the New Zealand 
Recognized Seasonal Workers, 
(aka RSE) will commence 
before the end of February 
2018. 

In Hawkes Bay last week, 
Minister of Labor Lautafi  Fio 
Selafi  Purcell leading a govern-
ment delegation and Mr Apple 
offi cials entered a pact for 
Mr. Apple to apply automatic 

deductions from the Samoan 
RSE workers’ wages for their 
SNPF contributions.

And other RSE Employers 
with Samoa workers are recep-
tive to the initiative from Apia, 
says Chief Executive Pulotu 
Lyndon Chu Ling. 

Other delegation members 
include Auckland based Trade 
Commissioner Dr Fonoti Fuatai, 
Lemalu Nele Leilua, Samoa 
RSE Liaison Offi cer and Fua-
tino Taituuga Savaiinaea with 
MCIL’s Employment Unit.

The initiative will guar-
antee the Samoa workers will 
be entitled to benefi ts from 
the Samoa National Provident 
Fund, (SNPF) which includes a 
death benefi t of $5,000 tala not 
to mention the annual dividend 
of not less than 4% as mandated 
by law.

Government is also plan-
ning an re-integration initiative 
to create new business creation 
opportunities for RSE workers 
or life after RSE.  The incentive 
is for RSE workers to be eligibly 
for fi nancing from the Small 
Business Enterprise Center 
or the Development Bank of 
Samoa to start a business after 
their temporary employment in 
New Zealand. 

 Consequently, throughout 

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

(Continued on page 12)
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AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENT of HUMAN RESOURCES

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Position Title
Department/Division:

Posting Type:
Pay Grade and Salary Range:Type of Position:

COMPTROLLER
Treasury/Finance

Employment Opportunity/Open to the Public GS 18-Salary will commensurate with 
quali�cations and experienceNote:  �is is exempted from the freeze as per the Governor’s General 

            Memorandum

Temporary Employment

Serial No.:
Announcement No.:

030-18
005-18

Posting Date:
Closing Date:

January 29, 2018
February 29, 2018

General Description:
�e comptroller is responsible for accounting policy development and for the e�ective 
administration of the Government’s accounting controllership functions.  �is position is 
under the administrative direction of the Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer.

Key Duties and Responsibilities:
•	 Preparations	of	the	American	Samoa	Government	Comprehensive	Annual	Financial	

Report	(CAFR)
•	 Plan,	Organizes	and	directs	diverse	of	government-wide	accounting	functions,	so	as	

to ensure the accurate and timely recording and reporting of the �nancial status and 
fiscal	progress	of	the	American	Samoa	Government

•	 Develops	policies	and	principles	to	govern	and	control	accounting,	advice	to	the	
Treasurer	the	standing	of	within	and	outside	of	the	department	of	Treasury

•	 Supervises	the	General	Accounting,	Accounts	Payable,	Payroll	and	Travel	
Authorization,	Revenue	and	Accounts	Receivable	Credit/Collection	Sections	on	
preparation	and/or	review	of	all	financial	data	for	inclusion	in	the	monthly	financial	
operating	reports	and	such	other	periodic	reports	as	required	and/or	requested

•	 Develops	and	administers	the	control	over	the	government’s	funds	in	order	to	ensure	
against	any	deficiencies	and	recommends	an	audits	to	be	conducted	as	necessary,	
to determine the e�ectiveness of established controls in both the budget and 
accounting	areas,	and	ensures	that	there	are	proper	and	timely	responses	to	audit	
requests and personally see to it that any de�ciencies are corrected.

•	 Review	and	analyzes	all	legislation	to	determine	effect	on	treasury	funds;	supervises	
the maintenance of sta� documents depicting pertinent information and statutes on 
all funds and accounts in the treasury

•	 Assist	the	Treasurer	and	Deputy	Treasurer	with	the	resolution	of	an	ongoing	
problems	or	current	problems	including	Internal	Revenue	Service	questions	and	
accounts

•	 Perform	other	related	duties	as	assigned

Knowledge, Skills and Ability:
Knowledge of:
•	 Government	accounting	and	applicable	regulations
•	 Budget	and	accounting	principles,	methods,	practices	and	terminology
•	 Internal	auditing	principles	and	procedures,	investment	programs
•	 Government	laws	governing	all	treasury	funds	and	distribution	of	revenues
•	 Effective	and	efficient	business	management	practices
•	 Machine	accounting	methods,	applications	and	potential
•	 Prcedures	involving	bonded	indebtedness	of	government

Ability to:
•	 Organize,	train	and	motivate	skilled	and	unskilled	staff	in	the	operation	and	

maintenance	of	an	accounting	system	which	is	to	operate	primarily	on	computer
•	 Supervise	and	direct	diverse	accounts
•	 Analyze	and	determine	agency	budget	requirements
•	 Recognize	and	resolve	difficult	and	complex	accounting,	budget	and	business	

management problems
•	 Devise,	install	and	operate	government	accounting	systems
•	 Provide	sound	device,	recommendations	and	counsel	to	management	Officials	

relative to �nancial and business matters
•	 Establish	and	maintain	effective	working	relationships	with	government	officials	

at all level
•	 Analyze	complex	organizational	and	business	problems	and	recommend	

solutions

Academic and Experience Requirements:
•	 Applicant	must	have	a	Master’s	degree	in	Public	Administration,	Business	

Management,	Accounting	or	related	field	from	an	accredited	university	plus	10	years	
of	work	related	experience	posession	of	CPA	is	required.

•	 Years	of	progressively	responsible	working	experience	may	be	substituted		for	
portion	of	academic	requirement	if	not	met.		Salary	will	commensurate	with	
quali�cations and experience.

Complete	information	concerning	this	vacancy	may	be	obtained	from	the	Personnel	
Division of the Department of Human Resources or please contact Recruitment at  
633-4485/633-4000.

Fa’afetai tele,

Eseneiaso J. Liu
Director,	Department	of	Human	Resources

normal starting time — due to 
District Court Judge Fiti Sunia 
first reviewing all the police 
reports and documents for all 
cases that were filed in court. 

During their initial appear-
ance hearings, everyone who 
was in custody was informed of 
the nature of the charges against 
them, and also provided with a 
copy of the charges.

The majority were released 
on their own recognizance 
(OR), however the two that were 
charged with felony stealing 
and burglary had the court set 
each with bond at $1,000, while 
the government continues their 
investigation.

The two are Vincent Aupaau 
and Sam Tavita. Court filings 
also state that both Aupaau and 
Tavita served time in jail after 
they were convicted by the High 
Court back in 2015 for felony 
stealing and burglary. They are 
currently out on probation, and 
the government is seeking to 
have their probations revoked.

Police arrested Aupaau on 
Thursday night while Tavita 
was arrested on Saturday 
morning.

According to court filings, 
Aupaau is accused of forcing 
his way into three different 
homes in the Tafuna area, 
between December 2017 to Jan-
uary this year. According to the 
government’s case, at one of the 
homes, the defendant entered a 
bedroom where a young woman 
was sleeping and he stood there 
for a moment.

The woman screamed, 
waking up her brother and hus-
band who chased after him but 
he managed to escape. The same 
incident was repeated at another 
home in the Tafuna area where 
the defendant allegedly broke 
into a residence during the night 
and stole several items from the 
house. He also managed to get 
away that time.

But in the third home he 
allegedly broke into, a young 
man saw him and alerted his 
father who caught the defendant 
as he was trying to jump out of 
a window. Two other individ-
uals assisted the father to hold 
Aupaau while awaiting police 
to arrive.

The government is charging 

Aupaau with public peace 
disturbance while additional 
charges are suppose to be filed 
by Thursday this week. Aupaau 
is still in custody unable to post 
bond.

For Tavita’s case, he’s being 
charged with misdemeanor 
public peace disturbance while 
the government is also working 
on filing additional charges 
against him later on this week. 
The government is accusing 
Tavita of breaking into a home 
and a store in Leone last month, 
where he allegedly stole several 
items exceeding $100 in value. 

According to the govern-
ment’s case, while police were 
investigating a burglary case 
involving a home and a store 
in Leone, two eyewitnesses 
approached police officers and 
gave them tips on a possible 
suspect.

One witness told police that 
the defendant Tavita exchanged 
one of the power tools he alleg-
edly stole from a home in Leone 
with the witnesses’ uncle for 
drugs. Police were able to locate 
the uncle at his home in Leone 
and interviewed him in regards 
to the alleged incident. The 
uncle confirmed to police that a 
boy named “Big Sam” came to 
his home early last month with 
a circular saw and asked for 
money to pay his brother’s fare 
to Samoa.

The uncle took the saw and 
gave the defendant $100 to 
help him with his brother’s trip 
to Samoa. The uncle also told 
police that he does not know the 
defendant personally, but only 
from construction work they 
did last year, where Big Sam 
worked as a labor carpenter at 
the time.

Another witness told police 
that Tavita asked him if he 
could help him burglarize the 
store in Leone. The witness 
refused to assist Tavita; and 
a few days later, the witness 
heard the news in the village 
that police were looking for a 
person or persons who broke 
into the store and stole several 
items.

Police were able to locate 
the defendant last week and 
arrested him while still investi-
gating this matter.

BACKGROUND
• It is unlawful for any 

person, contractor, business, or 
other entity to sell, rent or offer 
to sell or rent any consumer 
food items or goods, emergency 
supplies, medical supplies, 
building materials, housing, 
gasoline, or any other goods or 
services necessary in an emer-
gency response for a price of 
more than ten percent (10%) 
above the price charged by that 
person, contractor, business 
or other entity for those goods 
or services immediately prior 
to the declaration of a state of 
emergency. 

• However, a greater 
price increase shall not be 
unlawful if that person can 

prove that the increase in price 
was directly attributable to addi-
tional costs imposed on it by the 
supplier of the goods, or directly 
attributable to additional costs 
for labor or materials used to 
provide the services, provided 
that in those situations where 
the increase in price is attribut-
able to additional costs imposed 
by the supplier or additional 
costs of providing the goods 
or services during the state of 
emergency, the price represents 
no more than ten percent (10%) 
above the total of the cost to the 
seller plus the markup custom-
arily applied by the seller for 
that good or service in the usual 
course of business immediately 
prior to the onset of the state of 
emergency.

➧ 22 arrested…
Continued from page 1

➧ Prices…
Continued from page 1



By NICK PERRY, Associated 
Press

WELLINGTON, New Zea-
land (AP) — Tonga began 
cleaning up Tuesday after a 
cyclone hit overnight, while 
some people in the nearby 
Pacific nation of Fiji began pre-
paring for the storm to hit them.

Cyclone Gita destroyed 
homes and churches in Tonga 
and caused widespread power 
outages after it tore through the 
island nation just south of the 
capital, Nuku’alofa. There were 
no immediate reports of serious 
injuries or deaths.

The cyclone was packing 
winds of over 200 kilometers 
per hour (124 miles per hour) 
when it made landfall. The 
nation has declared a state of 
emergency.The cyclone was 
continuing to intensify and was 
predicted to hit some southern 
Fiji islands Tuesday night. 
Experts predict the cyclone will 
miss Fiji’s major population 
centers, including the capital, 

Suva.
About 2,500 people living 

on two of Fiji’s islands were 
at risk, the nation’s National 
Disaster Management Office 
told Radio New Zealand. 
Director Anare Leweniqila said 
emergency supplies of food 
and water were being gathered 
and urged elderly and disabled 
people to begin moving into 
evacuation centers.

The storm has strengthened 
since hitting Samoa and Amer-
ican Samoa last week, where 
it caused damage to buildings, 
widespread power outages 
and flooding.President Donald 
Trump on Sunday declared an 
emergency in American Samoa, 
a U.S. territory. The declaration 
allows the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide 
equipment and resources to help 
the 50,000 residents recover.
Chris Brandolino, a scientist 
at New Zealand’s National 
Institute of Water and Atmo-
spheric Research, said flooding 
and coastal inundation would 
likely cause as many problems 
in Tonga as the damage from 
the winds.New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern said 
her government was on standby 
and ready to help Tonga, which 
is home to about 105,000 
people.On Monday before the 
storm hit, publisher Pesi Fonua 
said people were busy nailing 
boards and roofing iron to their 
homes to try to limit the damage 
from coconuts, trees and other 
debris.
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being reliable and empathizing 
with those who were struggling. 
He even learned to embrace his 
image as being a little boring.

At the September elec-
tion, English sought to extend 
a nine-year hold on power for 
his party. On election night, he 
appeared triumphant after the 
National Party won the most 
votes of any single party.

But the celebrations were 
short-lived. The liberal Labour 
Party was able to forge an alli-
ance with two smaller parties 
and form a government under 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern.

English served eight years as 
finance minister before taking 
the top job. National Party Pres-
ident Peter Goodfellow said his 
prowess had steered the country 
through the global financial 
crisis and allowed the govern-
ment to quickly get its books 
back into surplus.

Joined Tuesday by his wife 
and three of his six children, 
English became tearful when 
talking about their sacrifices.

“Through all our time 
together as a family, we 
have lived with the demands 
of public service,” he said. 
“Your strength and tolerance 
has enabled my career. I now 
look forward to our new life 
together.”

�is image made from a video, shows parliament house damaged by Cyclone Gita in Nuku‚Äôalofa, 
Tonga Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018. Tonga began cleaning up Tuesday a�er a cyclone hit overnight, while 
some people in the nearby Paci�c nation of Fiji began preparing for the storm to hit them.

  (TVNZ via AP)

Tonga begins cleanup while 
Fiji prepares for Cyclone Gita

In this image made from a video, people stand near a house damaged by Cyclone Gita in 
Nuku‚Äôalofa, Tonga Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018. Tonga began cleaning up Tuesday a�er a cyclone hit 
overnight, while some people in the nearby Paci�c nation of Fiji began preparing for the storm to hit 
them.  (TVNZ via AP)

➧ New Z…
Continued from page 5
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Se vaaiga i se ali’i laititi o lo o nofo i le nofoa i luga o le fola o le latou fale na malepe i le ‘afa o 
Gita i le fa’aiuga o le vaiaso na te’a nei, a o fesoasoani ai isi ali’i talavou i le tau tapenaina o mea 
totino ua fa’aleagaina i Pago Pago. [ata AF]

tusia Ausage Fausia
O le aso ananafi  na amata fa’agasolo ai su’esu’ega a se Vaega 

Faapitoa a le malo e Suesueina meatotino sa fa’aleagaina i le ‘afa 
o Gita (EOC Damage Assessments), mo le asia lea o mea uma sa 
fa’aleagaina i le ‘afa, e aofi a ai maota ma laoa, meatotino po o ni 
soifua fo’i na ma’imau i lenei fa’alavelave fa’alenatura.

A o feagai ai le atunu’u ma tapenaga mo mea sa fa’aleagaina 
i le ‘afa, ua fa’alauiloa mai e le Fa’atonusili o Aoga a le malo 
ia Dr. Ruth Matagi-Tofi ga, le tapunia lea o aoga uma a le malo 
mo le vaiaso atoa lenei, ona o lo o fa’agasolo galuega mo le toe 
fa’aleleia o vaega sa fa’aleagaina i le ‘afa.

E fa’apena fo’i i aoga uma a le Ekalesia Katoliko, o le a tapunia 
uma aoga i le vaiaso atoa lenei, ona o galuega mo le toe fa’aleleia 
o faleaoga ma tulaga uma e tua i ai fanau aoga.

Se’i vagana faiaoga ma tagata faigaluega a le Ofi sa o Aoga, o 
le a fa’aauau pea ona galulue i latou i le aso Gafua e oo atu i le aso 
Faraile o le vaiaso nei.

Ua fa’alauiloa mai fo’i le tapunia o aoga mo ni isi o Aoga 
Tumaoti i le atunu’u mo lenei vaiaso.

Ae i le fa’agasolo ai o suesuega a le malo mo meatotino sa 
fa’aleagaina i le ‘afa, na taua ai e le pepa o matalaga mai le EOC 
e fa’apea, o le fa’aiuga o lenei suesuega, o le a iloa tonu ai poo fea 
polokalame a le feterale e agava’a i ai tagatanu’u ua mafatia, po o 
le polokalame a le FEMA lea e fesoasoani ai i tagata ta’ito’atasi 
(IA - Individual Assistance), po o le polokalame fo’i e fesoasoani 
ai mo tagata lautele (PA - Public Assistance).

O le polokalame a le IA o le a aofi a ai le suesueina o meatotino 
sa faaleagaina a tagata ta’ito’atasi e aofi a ai fale ma isi uma mea-
totino. Ae mo le fesoasoani a le PA, o le a suesueina ai meatotino 
sa fa’aleagaina mai le malo faapea ai ma Faalapotopotoga eseese.

O le a galulue le vaega suesue a le malo i le sailia lea o nofoaga 
uma sa faaleagaina i totonu o Tutuila, Manu’a ma Aunu’u. O le aso 
Faraile o le vaiaso nei lea ua faamoemoe e mae’a ai lea suesuega, 
ma tu’uina atu loa lea o le ripoti mo vaega uma sa fa’aleagaina.

Afai e i ai ni isi fa’amatalaga e fi a malamalama atili i ai le 
atunu’u, fa’afesootai le telefoni (684) 699-3800 poo le imeli o le: 

Amata fa’agasolo sue-
suega mo meatotino sa 

fa’aleagaina i le ‘afa Gita

(Faaauau itulau 10)



Page 10  samoa news, Tuesday, February 13, 2018

O nisi fo’i o le aufaigaluega a le Koluse Mumu, o e na ofo mai le tautua, ua latou fa’amaumauina 
uma mea ua fa’aleagaina a aiga na vala’au mai mo se fesoasoani, ae maise ua latou fa’amaumauina 
fo’i mea na foa’i atu, mo lea lava taimi. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

tusia Ausage Fausia
Ua fa’amaonia mai e le Komesina o Leoleo ia Le’i Sonny 

Thompson le mae’a lea ona taofia e Leoleo o le tagata lona 2 e 
to’alua i ai i laua o lo o tu’uaia ma molia i le fa’alavelave lea na 
tafanaina ai e ni isi se ta’avale a Leoleo i le fa’aiuga o le tausaga 
na te’a nei.I se fa’atalatalanoaga ma le Komesina i le vaiaso na 
te’a nei, na fa’amaonia mai ai e Le’i i le Samoa News le mae’a lea 
ona taofia o le ali’i sa tau sailia e Leoleo.

O le ali’i lea ua taofia nei ma molia, o se ali’i e talavou i lalo 
o le tulafono, ma o lo o molia o ia i moliaga fa’asaga i fanau laiti, 
o lo o taofia fo’i o ia i le Falepuipui o Tamaiti i Tafuna (JDC), e 
fa’atali ai taualumaga o lana mataupu.

E le i mafai e le Komesina ona ia fa’amatu’u mai i le Samoa 
News ni isi fa’amatalaga auiliili e uiga i moliaga fa’asaga i le ali’i 
ua taofia nei, ona o ia o se tamaititi e talavou i lalo o le tulafono.

“O le ali’i lea ua taofia ma molia e 16 tausaga le matua, o lo o 
molia o ia i moliaga mo tamaiti talavou, ma o lo o taofia fo’i o ia i 
le falepuipui o tamaiti. O isi fa’amatalaga e uiga i lenei mataupu e 
le mafai ona ou talanoa atu i ai”, o le saunoaga lea a Le’i.

E 2 vaiaso talu ona tuana’i le fa’alavelave e pei ona tu’uaia 
ai ni isi i le tafanaina o se ta’avala e Leoleo i le po o le aso 15 
Tesema 2017, ae taofia loa e Leoleo le ali’i o Thomas Siaumau 
ma molia i moliaga eseese e aofia ia le fa’aoolima ma le fa’aaoga 
faasolitulafono o a’upega. Na faamaonia e Le’i i le Samoa News i 
le fa’aiuga o le masina o Tesema o le tausaga na te’a nei, le sailia 
lea e Leoleo o le isi tagata o lo o masalomia e to’alua i ai i latou 
o lo o tu’uaia i lenei fa’alavelave, i le mae’a ai lea ona sainia e le 
fa’amasinoga o se poloaiga e pu’e fa’apagota mai ai o ia.

O lo o tau taofia uma Siamau ma le ali’i talavou i le toese e 
aunoa ma ni tupe e fa’atulaga e tatala ai i laua i tua. Na teena e le 
afioga i le ali’i fa’amasino ia Fiti Sunia talosaga e loia fautua o lo 
o fautuaina aia o i laua ua molia, mo se avanoa e fa’atulaga ai se 
vaega tupe e tatala ai i laua i tua.

Saunoa Sunia e fa’apea, o le matuia o le mataupu o lo o tu’uaia 
ai i laua, aemaise lava o lo o a’afia ai ‘aupega, o le mafua’aga 
lena o le finagalo o le fa’amasinoga ina ia teena le fa’atulagaina 
o se tupe e tatala ai i laua ua molia.O lo o fa’agasolo pea i luma 
o le fa’amasinoga maualuga le mataupu a Siaumau, ae o le 
ali’i talavou o lo o tu’uaia fa’atasi i laua, o lo o fa’agasolo lana 
mataupu i luma o le fa’amasinoga fa’aitumalo.O le aso 6 Aperila 
lea ua fa’atulaga e toe valaau ai le mataupu a Siaumau i luma 
o le Fa’amasinoga Maualuga, ina ua talia e le afioga i le ali’i 
fa’amasino ia Michael Kruse le talosaga a le malo, mo se avanoa 
e toe tolopo ai le mataupu a Siaumau, ona e le i mae’a suesuega a 
Leoleo o lo o fa’agasolo i lenei mataupu.Na fa’ailoa e le loia a le 
malo ia Woodrow Pengelly e fa’apea, o ni isi o vaega o su’esu’ega 
a le malo o lo o fa’agasolo i le taimi nei, e aofia ai le fesiligia lea 
o ni isi o molimau fa’aopoopo e uiga i lenei fa’alavelave, atoa ai 
ma le auina atu o mea molimau i Amerika mol e su’esu’eina ma 
fa’amaonia.O mea molimau e pei ona fuafua le malo e auina atu 
i fafo, e aofia ai le pulufana lea o lo o tu’uaia sa maua i totonu o 
le ta’avale Leoleo ina ua mae’a ona tafana i le po na tula’i mai ai 
le fa’alavelave.

Taofia le ali’i lona lua 
masalomia i le tafa-
naina ta’avale Leoleo

eoc@asdhs.as.gov.
O le aso Sa na te’a nei na 

fa’alauiloa aloaia ai e le Pere-
setene o Amerika ia Donald J. 
Trump, le i ai o si o tatou teri-
tori o Amerika Samoa i tulaga 
pagatia ona o mala fa’alenatura, 
ma ua ia poloaina ai loa le tatau 
lea ona oo mai fesoasoani mai 
vaega eseese uma a le Feterale, 
mo le tuuina mai o fesoasoani 
mo aiga ua pagatia i lenei 
fa’alavelave.

Ua poloaina e le ali’i pere-
setene le Matagaluega o le 
Puipuiga o le Saogalemu Lotoi-
fale a le malo tele, faapea ai 
ma le FEMA e galulue fa’atasi 
mo le tu’uina mai o fesoasoani 
uma e moomia e tagatanu’u o 
Amerika Samoa ua pagatia.

E pei ona taua i se pepa o 
fa’amatalaga mai le ECO, o le 
75% o le fa’atupeina o mea-
totino sa fa’aleagaina, o le a 
fa’atupe mai lea e le feterale, 

ae o le 25% e fa’atupe mai e le 
faigamalo a Amerika Samoa.

Ua lapataia fo’i le atunu’u 
ina ia logo le Matagaluega o 
Fefa’atauaiga ma Alamanuia, 
pe afai e molimauina ni faleoloa 
ma pisinisi ua latou si’i i le 10% 
tau o a latou oloa i le taimi o lo 
o pagatia ai le atunu’u i lenei 
fa’alavelave.

I lalo o le Tulafono i lona 
Ulutala 27 Mataupu 9, o lo o 
aiaia ai le fa’asa lea i se faipi-
sinisi ona sii le tau o soo se oloa 
o loo manaomia i le taimi o loo 
pagatia ai le atunuu e pei o vai, 
kesi, mea faufale ma isi.

O le aso Sa na te’a nei na 
molimauina ai e le to’atele o le 
atunu’u le va’alele a le vaega a 
le US Coast Guard - C130 o lo o 
felelea’i solo i luga o le atunu’u, 
mo le mata’ituina o vaega sa 
fa’aleagaina i le ‘afa.

O se tasi o falenofo ua pa’u atoa i ai le la’au ma ua fa’aleagaina atoa e pei ona va’aia nei.
 [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

O le va’ai mai lea i luga o le isi fale numera lua, na fa’aleagaina fo’i e le la’au na pa’u i ai.
 [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

➧ Amata…
Mai itulau 9
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tusia: Leua Aiono Frost
“OPERATION LOVE 

LETTER 2018” - POLOKA-
LAMA FITAFITA O TAUA:

Ua fa’apolokalamaina le 
tapenaga o lo ua sapaia fa’atasi 
e le “Sosaiete a Aiga o Fita-
fita o Taua” le Samoa Baptist 
Academy i Happy Valley ma le 
Kolisi Tu’ufa’atasi o Amerika 
Samoa i le Itu o A’oa’oga o Tu 
ma Aganu’u Fa’asamoa, mose 
polokalama e fefa’asoa’i ai 
lagona o’otia ma lagona aualofa 
o pelega o soifua pea a Fitafita o 
taua ua maliliu, a’o tautua i tafa 
o taua.

O lea Sosaiete ua masani 
ona latou faia lenei poloka-
lama talu mai le tausaga 2014, 
ina ia fesoasoani ai i lagona 
o’otia o i latou uma ua motusia 
le mafutaga ona tiute, ae maise 
lava ina ua maliliu pelega a’o 
tautua i le vaega au. E afua fo’i 
ona tu’u atu le taua’u i nai nei 
aiga uma, ona e le o toe faigofie 
le faiva o lo’o feagai ma matua 
o totoe i le lotoifale o aiga, aua 
o lo’o tausia fanau, ma ua avea 
o se lu’iga le faigata o tiute 
fa’amatua ae faia to’atasi nei.

O le polokalama e mua’i 
tatala e le Samoa Baptist 
Academy i lo latou sao ua ofo 
mai e afua i le Sauniga Lotu o le 
a faia lea i le Maota Tatalo a le 
aoga, itula e 6:00 i le afiafi, ma 
ua talosagaina Sui uma o Aiga 
o le Operation Love Letters ina 
ia la’ei papa’e mai, ae o so’o se 
tasi lava e fia auai, e le tau la’ei 
papa’e, e talia ma le fa’aaloalo 
lou sapaia o lenei fa’amoemoe.

O lenei fo’i tala ua tusia nei, 
ia avea ma se ala e fa’ailoa atu 
ai lenei fa’amoemoe, i so’o se 
tasi o lo’o fia tapua’ia fa’atasi 
Faiva o latou Fitafita Samoa i 
tafa o taua, po’o tiute fa’avaega 
au, ina ia auai mai, o le to’atele 

fo’i o e tatalo, e avea lea o se 
fa’amalosi’au fa’aleagaga 
mo nai a tatou pelega i tiute 
fa’amiliteri o malaga atu e 
fa’atino i nofoaga eseese a le 
vaega au.

O le aso 16 o Fepuari o le 
a fa’atasi uma ai i le Veterans 
Memorial Stadium i Tafuna ina 
ia fa’ataunu’u ai le polokalama 
fa’apitoa mo le tapunia o lea 
fa’amoemoe i lenei tausaga. E 
amata lea fa’amoemoe i le itula 
e 8:30 i le taeao.

A mae’a lea polokalama ona 
vala’aulia lea o le aofia uma e 
fa’atasi atu i le Army Reserve 
Center le aoaoga fa’apitoa e 
fa’atautaia lea e le tasi o pa’aga 
a le Operation Love Letters, 
ASCC Samoan Language & 
Pacific Studies.

Ua fa’ailoa e le tama’ita’i 
ta’ita’i o lea Sosaiete, Dr Julia 
Salilo Levi -Foifua, “O lenei 
tausaga ua ese fo’i le matagofie 
o se polokalama ua fa’ataoto 
nei, ina ia tu’umamaina ai le 
tiga o le motusia o le mafutaga 
fa’aleeaiga ona o tiute ma faiva 
i tafa o taua, po’o le motusia 
fo’i o le mafutaga ona o le tiga 
ma le matuitui o le oti. Ae o 
le fa’afetai tele lava, ona o le 
so’otau’au mai a le Samoa Bap-
tist ma le ASCC Samoan Lan-
guage & Pacific Studies.”

Na ia toe fa’amalosi mai lava, 
“Manatu afai o e misia lava si 
au tama o malaga i le vaega au, 
po’o lou to’alua, ia malaga mai 
e fa’afiafiaina fa’atasi i tatou ma 
tu’umamaina na lagona o’otia 
pe a tatou fuifui fa’atasi!”
27 AIGA FESOASOANI I AI 
KOLUSE MUMU AE LE’I 

AGI GITA
E ui ina e utiuti lava le aofa’i 

o tagata o lo’o ofo mai le latou 
tautua pe ua fa’aigoaina o 
Volenitia a le Koluse Mumu i 

Amerika Samoa, ae to’a 27 aiga 
ua mae’a ona fesoasoani i ai talu 
mai le amataga o le 2018, a’o 
le’i agi mai le Afa o Gita lea na 
se’i mavae atu.

O lo’o ua mae’a fa’ao’o mai 
se fanoga ona o le tulaga fia 
maua o nisi e ofo atu le tau’au 
mo le tautua a le Koluse Mumu 
a le tatou malo. Afai o lava 
lou taimi avanoa i lou aiga, ia 
fa’aaoga tatau sou taimi mo lea 
tautua.

O i latou nei o lo’o ua aofia 
i le vaega o le aufaigaluega gal-
ulue malosi a le Koluse Mumu 
sa latou asia, fesoasoani ma 
avatu fo’i le fa’amomoli mo nai 
aiga pagatia nei: June Maeva, 
Fritz Fiatu, Sam Scanlan, Etuati 
Ene, Kerisiano Vaoga, Filisita 
Tuimoloau, Seug Su Lee o le 
faletua o Leilani Tilo ma le ali’i 
pule i galuega, Operations Man-
ager Val V. Tuilefano.

O afio’aga sa o’o mai ai talo-
saga mo ni fesoasoani e aofia 
ai, Utulei, Gataivai, Fagaalu, 
Onenoa, Tula, Alao, Fagaitua, 
Nuuuli, Malaeimi, Fagaima ma 
Kokoland i Tafuna, ae maise foi 
o Malaeloa.

O lenei tautua sa latou o 
fa’atasi lava ma le vaega a le 
TEMCO ina ia faia fo’i asiasiga 
ma fa’amaumauga tatau, ina ia 
fa’ao’o fo’i i fafo i ni talosaga 
pe mata e talia mai ai se fesoa-
soani tau tupe e toe fa’aleleia 
ai falenofo ua fa’aleagaina i le 
suavai ona o lologa ma sologa.

Ona o matagi malolosi fo’i ae 
le’i agi lava le Gita i le atunu’u, o 
lea sa pa’u’u ai nisi o la’au i luga 
o falenofo o nisi o aiga nei ua 
aofia i le 27, ma ua fa’amaumau 
fo’i ina ia talosaga ai se fesoa-
soani. O mea o lo’o mafai ona 
taua’aoina atu e matele i lava-
lava , o vaiinu mama, o nisi o 
mea e faaaoga e le aiga mo le 

gaosiga o mea’ai fa’atasi ai ma 
sina seleni ua mafai ona fa’asoa 
atu mo le mamalu lautele o nai 
aiga pagatia.

Saunoa Tuilefano, “I le taimi 
nei, ua mo’omia lava fo’i ni lav-
alava e foa’i mai, aua ua amata 
ona leai se lavalava e aoga mo 
fanauiti, ae maise o mitiafu ma 
ofuvae mo fanau talavou. Afai 
fo’i o i ai ni aiga o lo’o tele le 
lavalava e le o toe fa’aaogaina 
ae o lo’o ua mae’a fa’amama 
lelei, ia fa’ao’o ane lau foa’i 
lena e aoga mo nisi o nai aiga 
pagatia.”

“Ua o’o fo’i i ie afu, solo 
ta’ele, ma mea e fa’aaoga i le 
faleta’ele, ua le toe maua i le 
matou sapalai. Ua talosaga atu 
ai fo’i, ona o le tele o nai aiga, 
o lo’o mo’omia moega ma taga 
aluga, ie afu ma solo.”

Na fa’ailoa mai e nei sui 

Volenitia a le Koluse Mumu 
fa’atasi ai ma le TEMCO, ua 
o’o atu i le nofoaga ma le sui 
na vala’au mai, e to’atele atu isi 
aiga lea e le’i vala’au mai ae o 
lo’o afaina fo’i i lologa. Ona o le 
tagata na vala’au e fa’amuamua 
lava, ona fa’ato’a fesoasoani 
ane ai lea i nai isi aiga tuaoi ua 
va’aia lava le pagatia, ae masalo 
e matamuli e fa’ailoa mai le 
tulaga o iai latou lotoifale.”

Fa’afetaia e le Koluse Mumu 
a Amerika Samoa so’o se 
foa’i ua e taua’aoina, “Po’o se 
seleni i totonu o le atigiapa a le 
Koluse Mumu i so’o se faleoloa 
i le teritori, po’o ni lavalava ua 
mae’a fa’amama ma avane i le 
latou Ofisa, po’o moega, aluga 
ma taga aluga, ie afu ma solo, 
fa’afetai i lou manatu alofa i le 
isi ou uso a tuaoi. Fa’amanuia le 
Atua ia te oe.”

O se va’aiga i le aufaigaluega a le Koluse Mumu o tau fa’asoasoa 
a latou sapalai ma faia fo’i fa’amaumauga o mea uma ua alofagia 
ai nai aiga pagatia. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

Se tasi o maota i Pago Pago na fa’aleagaina i le malosi o le ‘afa o Gita i le aso Faraile na te’a nei. [ata AF]
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this week, Lautafi  and his delegation have been 
visiting RSE Employers and their Samoan 
workers in the Hawkes Bay Region, Nelson and 
Tauranga.

And the employers are singing praises of 
their Samoan workers, according to Employ-
ment Offi cer Savaiinaea. “Our Samoan workers 
are highly ranked and praised by their respective 
employers.

She added, “Our workers’ performance is 
among the best.” 

Introduced in 2007, the New Zealand Rec-
ognized Seasonal Employer scheme allows eli-
gible Pacifi c workers to undertake seasonal work 
(in planting, maintaining, harvesting or packing 
crops) for an approved employer in the horticul-
ture and viticulture industries in New Zealand.

Workers can stay in New Zealand for up 
to seven months in any eleven-month period 
(although actual times can vary depending on the 
employer). The RSE scheme was developed to 
give the industry a more reliable source of Pacifi c 
workers from year to year.

New Zealand employers must go through 
an accreditation process to achieve RSE status 
and they need to demonstrate a commitment to 
recruiting and training New Zealanders before 
looking for workers from overseas.

A limit of 10,500 RSE places is available 
each year — with the number of places available 
for Pacifi c workers varying depending on the 
forecast of New Zealand workers available and 
industry demand.

The RSE scheme has strengthened relation-
ships between New Zealand and Samoa with 
Samoa currently the third largest country sending 
workers to New Zealand.

Samoa was and is still the third biggest sending 
country for RSE with over 1,600 Samoans on the 
RSE payroll compared to 600 plus ten years ago.

(Source:  Samoa Press Secretariat)
SQA TO VALIDATE FOREIGN 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Employers and other members of the public 
who need to confi rm the authenticity of foreign 
qualifi cations can seek assistance through the 
Samoa Qualifi cations Authority (SQA). The 
SQA — Foreign Qualifi cations Recognition 
Service (FQRS) examines foreign qualifi cations 
whether they are genuine and recognised in the 
country of award. It also determines the compa-
rability of such qualifi cation levels to the Samoa 
Qualifi cations Framework (SQF).   

The development of the Foreign Qualifi ca-
tions Recognition Service is a response by SQA 
to the need to verify qualifi cations and various 
certifi cates obtained outside of Samoa’s national 
border. The  increase in student and worker 
mobility across national and international bor-
ders has also affected Samoa. Having a foreign 
qualifi cation assessed and recognised assures 
employers and other stakeholders that it is 
authentic, quality assured and the person holding 
such a qualifi cation can fulfi ll relevant employ-
ment expectations. 

While it is not mandatory for employment or 
study in Samoa to have SQA validation of  quali-
fi cations, it has been recommended in a recent 
review of  FQRS that SQA works together with 
the Immigration Department, Ministry of Com-
merce Industry and Labour (MCIL) and PSET 
providers to establish a framework for collabora-
tion in the granting of study visas and work per-
mits.The outcome of the FQRS assessment will 
assist employers in the hiring of workers with 
genuine and quality assured qualifi cations. It may 
also enable the employer to make an evaluation 
on effective deployment and re-deployment of 
employees into areas better suited to their qualifi -
cations and skills. 

Being part of the global environment; there 
have also been fraudulent qualifi cations pre-
sented in Samoa obtained by dubious means or 
issued by bogus universities, degree mills and 
other spurious training providers. 

(Source:  Samoa Press Secretariat)

➧ Pacifi c…
Continued from page 6

In Hawkes Bay last week, Minister of Labor Lauta�  Fio Sela�  
Purcell (atop the ladder) with government o�  cials during their 
weeklong visit to Mr Apple. [Courtesy photo]
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By PETER PRENGAMAN and 
MAURICIO SAVARESE, Associ-
ated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) 
— Rio de Janeiro’s top samba 
schools danced and sang hard 
Monday as millions of other 
Brazilians did the same during 
nationwide Carnival celebra-
tions that ridiculed local and 
world leaders, called for toler-
ance and pushed the boundaries 
of just about everything.

Instead of the normal start 
of the workweek, Brazilians 
loaded up on spirits and hit the 
beaches, public squares and 
streets for huge “blocos,” or 
street parties, in many locales 
under a penetrating tropical 
sun common during the sweaty 
summer month of February.

By late Monday night, with 
the sun set but the heat still in 
force, Rio’s leading samba 
schools gave it their all at 
the Sambadrome, where they 
paraded 700 meters (half a mile) 
while thousands looked on.

“All these schools are 
amazing,” said Celso Pinheiro, 
an accountant watching the 
parades. “They are different, 
just like there are so many dif-
ferent Carnival celebrations.”

Last year’s champions, Por-
tela, on Monday portrayed the 
story of Jews who fl ed persecu-
tion in Europe for Brazil, only 
to then face discrimination from 
Portuguese colonists.

Beija-Flor de Nilopolis, set 
to perform later, was expected 
to have a drag queen as its head-
liner. Pabllo Vittar has several 
videos with millions of hits on 
YouTube, including one, “Todo 
Dia,” that alone attracted 216 
million viewers.

Vittar is a sensation in the 
Brazilian pop scene, and Car-
nival has long been a place to 
celebrate sexuality and diver-
sity. But Brazil also has some 
of Latin America’s highest rates 
of violence against gay and 
transgender people, and Beija-
Flor was tackling intolerance 
against the LGBT community 
and others.

“It will be a parade that high-
lights such an important theme 
... because we see a lot of scenes 

of homophobia and transphobia 
in the streets,” Vittar told Epoca 
magazine in a recent interview. 
“It’s very important to address 
this theme at Carnival so we can 
disseminate this message (of 
tolerance) every day.”

Also Monday, the gay rights 
organization Gay Group of 
Bahia hosted its annual LGBT 
Costume Contest in Salvador, 
including performances that 
highlighted Brazil’s high rates 
of violence against women and 
gay and transgender people.

In the northeastern city of 
Olinda, revelers paraded with 
giant blow-up dolls that depicted 
political fi gures like U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un as 
well as celebrities from around 
the globe, including Michael 
Jackson, the Beatles and Bra-
zilian sports and pop stars.

At Carnival, everything is 
fair game, and many Brazilians 
have seized the moment to criti-
cize their leaders at a time of 
intense dissatisfaction with the 
political class and angst over 
continuing fallout from a severe 
recession.

On Sunday, a fl oat in Rio’s 
samba parade featured a plastic 
butt with Mayor Marcelo Criv-
ella’s name on it. At parties 
across the country, revelers 
have denounced President 
Michel Temer, former Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
and other politicians caught up 
in a sprawling corruption probe.

Women’s groups have also 
been using Carnival as a time 
to highlight and push back 
against sexual harassment. Sev-
eral block parties have femi-
nist themes, many women are 
wearing temporary tattoos and 
stickers with messages like 
“’No’ means ‘no’” and authori-
ties have launched campaigns 
to encourage women to report 
harassment to police.

That is not to say that the 
famously skimpy wear got any 
more conservative. The internet 
news portal G1 posted a photo 
gallery highlighting female 
celebrities simply covering their 
nipples with stickers or other 
barely there adhesives.

In Rio, the celebrations 
come during a time of unease, 
as the city that hosted the 2016 
Summer Olympics is experi-
encing a surge in violence.

Authorities promised 17,000 
security offi cers would patrol 
every day during Carnival cel-
ebrations, but Brazilian media 
reported several muggings over 
the weekend in the upscale 
neighborhoods of Copacabana, 
Ipanema and Leblon that are 
popular with tourists.

Footage posted by G1 
showed groups of young men 
chasing their victims and even 
beating them, sometimes in 
front of crowds of people.

Military police spokesman 
Ivan Blaz said security would be 
further beefed up in those beach-
side neighborhoods Monday 
night, but he also appeared to 
play down the violence in an 
interview with Brazilian TV, 
contending that revelers were 
not following basic security 
advice that is applicable in any 
city in the world. He said, for 
instance, that people shouldn’t 
wear jewelry or take selfi es 
with their cellphones while in 
a crowd, saying that phone rob-
beries are also a problem at the 
Eiffel Tower.

Despite the problems, most 
revelers were enjoying the 
party, which offi cially goes 
through Tuesday but for many 
stretches deeper into the week.

“Carnival is my release,” 
said Rian Rodrigues. “I only 
sleep a few hours. I party all 
day, come to the Sambadrone at 
night and then keep partying.”

___

(PAGO PAGO VILLAGE)

Ridicule of leaders, samba, 
skimpy garb at Brazil Carnival

A performer from 
Mangueira samba school 
parades during Carnival cele-
brations at the Sambadrome in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Monday, 
Feb. 12, 2018. 

 (AP Photo/Leo Correa)

Performers from the Mangueira school parade on a � oat 
during Carnival celebrations at the Sambadrome in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, Monday, Feb. 12, 2018. 

 (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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By ALAN FRAM, Associated 
Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Senate’s two top leaders 
put on a show of comradery 
Monday as their chamber 
launched its immigration 
debate, but also laid down 
markers underscoring how hard 
it will be to reach a deal that can 
move through Congress.

“We really do get along, 
despite what you read in the 
press,” said Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., at a previously sched-
uled appearance alongside his 
counterpart, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., at the University of 
Louisville.

There was even ribbing when 
Schumer presented McConnell 
with a bottle of bourbon made 
in his home New York City 
borough of Brooklyn. McCon-
nell, whose state knows a thing 
or two about bourbon, pro-
claimed, “There’s no such thing 
as Brooklyn bourbon.”

But just days after the two 
leaders brokered a bipartisan 
$400 billion budget agreement 
and helped shepherd it into law, 
both men made clear that an 
immigration agreement will be 
tough.

“The time for political pos-
turing is behind us,” McConnell 
said later Monday on the Senate 
floor. He said while Democrats 
have called for “swift action” on 
immigration, “Now’s the time 
to back up the talk with the hard 
work of finding a solution.”

That, he pointedly said, 
would mean passage by the 

Senate and the House of a mea-
sure “which the president will 
sign.”

McConnell expressed his 
support for a wide-ranging 
proposal by President Donald 
Trump that the Senate is 
expected to vote on this week. 
It would pave a path to citizen-
ship for up to 1.8 million young 
“Dreamer” immigrants in the 
U.S. illegally, a lure for Demo-
crats that many Republicans 
oppose.

Trump also wants $25 billion 
for Trump’s border wall with 
Mexico and other security mea-
sures, as well as curbs on legal 
immigration — a must for many 
Republicans. Many Democrats 
consider some of the proposals, 
including limiting the relatives 
that legal immigrants can bring 
to the U.S., to be non-starters.

In his own remarks on 
the Senate floor, Schumer 
expressed opposition to such a 
sweeping approach.

“The only enemy here is 
overreach,” Schumer said. 
“Now is not the time nor the 
place to reform the entire legal 
immigration system. Rather, 
this is the time for a narrow bill” 
— which Democrats have said 
would help the Dreamers and 
provide some money for border 
security.

The comments came as the 
Senate voted 97-1 — Ted Cruz, 
R-Texas, provided the sole 
“no” vote — to plunge into an 
open-ended immigration debate 
that’s been promised by McCo-
nnell. Both parties’ leaders hope 
debate can be concluded this 
week, but it’s unclear if that will 

happen or what the product, if 
any, will be.

“This is going to be done 
or not done this week,” No. 2 
Senate GOP leader John Cornyn 
of Texas told reporters.

Lawmakers’ focus will be 
the Dreamers, hundreds of 
thousands of young immigrants 
who have lived in the U.S. ille-
gally since being brought here 
as children.

They had been given tempo-
rary protection from deportation 
by President Barack Obama’s 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program, or DACA. 
Trump has said he’ll end that 
program March 5, though a 
federal court has temporarily 
blocked him from scuttling it.

Trump’s overall immigra-
tion plan, opposed by many 
Democrats, stands little chance 
of prevailing because any mea-
sure will need 60 votes. That 
means proposals will need sub-
stantial bipartisan support since 
the GOP majority is 51-49, and 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., has 
been absent in recent weeks bat-
tling cancer.

Highlighting the partisan 
gap, there was plenty of finger-
pointing Monday.

Trump put the onus on Dem-
ocrats, saying, “I hope the Dem-
ocrats are not going to use it just 
as a campaign” issue.

No. 2 Senate Democratic 
leader Dick Durbin of Illinois 
said the key impediment to a 
bipartisan deal was Trump’s 
history of switching positions 
on the issue.“Nailing the presi-
dent down has been next to 
impossible,” he said.

Senate GOP, Dem leaders say 
it’s time for immigration deal

In The High Court 
of American Samoa

FAMILY, DRUG AND ALCOHOL 
COURT DIVISIONS
FDA/JR 47-17
IN RE: A CHILD.

NOTICE/FA’AALIGA

Published: 02/13/18 & 03/13/18

CLERK OF COURTS

TO: Ms Tuaa Poata
 Petesa Tai, Tafuna
 Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the above-name 
respondent that a petition has been filed before 
the High Court of American Samoa to terminate 
your parental rights in a male child born on June 
26, 2011, at LBJ Tropical Medical Center, Fagaa-
lu, American Samoa.  A hearing will be held after 
two months and ten days from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, in which the Court may 
enter an order that you have not acquired any pa-
rental rights to the minor child and place the child 
for adoption.  If you have any objection, or wish 
to claim or assert your parental rights, you must 
appear within two months and ten days from the 
first publication of this notice and file an objection 
or a claim with the Court.
O LE FA’AALIGA E TU’UINA ATU ia te oe, le 
ua ta’ua i luga, ua iai se talosaga ua failaina i le 
Fa’amasinoga Maualuga o Amerika Samoa e Iloilo 
ai ou aia fa’a-matta i se tamaitiiti sa fanau o ia i le 
aso 26 o Iuni, 2011, i le Falemai i Fagaalu, Amer-
ika Samoa.  O lenei iloiloga e faia pe a tuana’i le 
lua masina ma aso e seguiu mai le aso o le ulua’i 
fa’asalalauga o lenei fa’aaliga, ma e ono tu’uina 
atu ai se poloa’iga a le Fa’amasinoga e fa’ailoa 
ai ua leai ni ou aia fa’a-matua i lenei tamaitiiti.  
Afai e te tete’e, pe e te fina galo e faamaonia ou 
aia faa-matua, ia e failaina se talosaga tete’e I le 
Fa’amasinoga i totonu o le lua masina ma aso e 
sefulu mai le ulua’i fa’asalalauga o lenei fa’aaliga. 
DATE/ASO:  02/06/18

In The High Court 
of American Samoa

TRIAL DIVISION
HCCA NO. 4-2018

Published: 1/30/18, 2/6/18 & 2/13/18

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a petition 
has been filed in the High Court of 
American Samoa, Territory of American 
Samoa by JULY SILA of American 
Samoa born June 9, 1991 at LBJ Tropical 
Medical Center in Faga’alu, American 
Samoa. Petitioner is requesting the court 
approve a change of her legal name to 
JULY PATRINA TUVALE. 
A hearing on the petition will be held 
on April 2nd, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. before 
the Trial Division of the High Court of 
American Samoa at the Courthouse 
in Fagatogo, American Samoa. All 
interested parties may appear before 
the court on said date to respond to this 
petition. 

IN RE
JULY SILA

 
NOTICE OF HEARING 

ON PETITION FOR 
NAME CHANGE

Dated: January 24, 2018

Petitioner

CLERK OF COURTS

�e Capitol Dome of the Capitol Building at sunrise, Friday, Feb. 9, 2018, in Washington. �e 
Senate is ready for a showdown debate over immigration, including whether to protect young 
“Dreamers” from deportation, in an election-year battle that’s sure to electrify both parties’ most 
fervent voters and could well end in stalemate.  (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)

LONDON (AP) — All flights in and out of London City Air-
port were canceled Monday after a 500-kilogram (1,100-pound) 
unexploded World War II bomb was found nearby in the River 
Thames.The Metropolitan Police service cleared an area within 
214 meters (700 feet) of the bomb, including several residential 
streets, as officers worked with specialists from the Royal Navy 
to remove the device.

Police said the German bomb was discovered Sunday at the 
George V Dock during pre-planned work at City Airport. They 
described it as a 1.5-meter (5-foot) shell that was lying in a bed of 
dense silt.“The first stage of the removal operation is to free the 
shell from the silt so that it can be floated for removal,” police said 
in a statement.

After that, navy bomb-disposal experts will tow it away and 
destroy it underwater in a controlled explosion.

Local officials offered emergency accommodations to resi-
dents, although some refused to leave their homes.

Airport CEO Robert Sinclair said he recognized that pas-
sengers will be inconvenienced but said the airport was cooper-
ating fully with authorities “to resolve the situation as quickly as 
possible.”Sinclair said later that he expected the airport to reopen 
Tuesday.London City, the smallest of London’s international air-
ports, handled 4.5 million passengers last year. Popular with busi-
ness travelers, it’s located in east London’s docklands, an area 
that was heavily bombed by the German air force during World 
War II.

London City Airport 
shuts down due to 

unexploded WWII bomb

Planes on the apron at London City Airport which has been 
closed a�er the discovery of an unexploded Second World War 
bomb was found in the nearby River �ames, Monday Feb. 12, 
2018.  (Dominic Lipinski/PA via AP)
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By EILEEN NG and ERIC TAL-
MADGE, Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (AP) — Lost in the 
glare of North Korea’s missile 
launches, rhetorical battles with 
Washington and charm offen-
sive at the Winter Olympics, 
two women stand accused of 
a crime that could send them 
to the gallows — the stunning 
assassination of Kim Jong Un’s 
estranged half brother.

It’s a crime the young South-
east Asian women almost cer-
tainly had a part in — possibly 
without even knowing it.

But just as certainly, the 
slaying of Kim Jong Nam one 
year ago Tuesday must have 
required a bigger cast of char-
acters. People who could do the 
meticulous planning, procure 
the deadly and exotic poison 
and carefully wait for the 
exact moment to act so no one 
would die other than the unwit-
ting target in a crowded airport 
terminal in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.

Masterminds, in other words. 
Professional killers.

And those suspects are all 
long gone.

Instead, the sole defendants 
in one of the highest-profi le 
political hits in decades are 
Siti Aisyah, 25, of Indonesia 
and Doan Thi Huong, 29, of 
Vietnam. Both are accused of 
smearing the VX nerve agent 
on Kim Jong Nam’s face last 
Feb. 13. The poison, developed 
for military use, is so potent that 
Kim was dead within two hours.

From the start of their trial 
last October, the women, who 
before getting caught up in the 
assassination plot left rural pov-
erty to work in Southeast Asia’s 
nightlife scene, have claimed 
they were duped into playing 
what they thought was a harm-
less prank for a hidden-camera 
show. They face a mandatory 
death sentence by hanging if 
convicted.

Lawyers for the women say 
their defense has been handi-
capped by a sloppy investiga-
tion and by the very conspic-
uous absence of the suspected 
North Korean masterminds.

“As long as the North Korean 
suspects are away, the actual 
truth will never be proven. I 
sincerely believe that the girls 
should be acquitted because we 
have clearly shown that they are 
being used as scapegoats,” said 
Aisyah’s lawyer Gooi Soon 
Seng.

Both the prosecution and 
defense agree the women could 
not have been acting entirely on 
their own, and that the crime 
was carried out as part of a plot 
by a group of North Korean 
agents who recruited, trained 
and supplied them with the VX 
nerve agent.

The prosecution even has a 
pretty good idea who the sus-
pected masterminds are.

Four North Korean suspects 
were seen on airport secu-
rity cameras discarding their 
belongings and changing their 
clothing after the attack. The 
North Korean Embassy has 
also been implicated with an 
embassy offi cial helping get 
fl ights out for the four men, 
and using the name of one of 
its citizens to buy a car that was 
used to take the suspects to the 
airport.

But Malaysian police and 
prosecutors have shied away 
from attaching any political 
motive to the killing.

Malaysian offi cials have 
never offi cially accused Pyong-
yang of involvement in Kim’s 
death. Instead, they have focused 
narrowly on simply proving 
the women’s guilt. Prosecutors 
contend the two knew they were 
handling poison, citing security 
camera footage showing them 
rushing to the washroom and 
holding their hands away from 
their bodies after the attack.

“The Malaysian government 
wants it all to go away by trying 
to rush the trial and end it,” said 
James Chin, director of the Asia 
Institute at the University of 
Tasmania in Australia. “Once 
everything is under the bridge, 
which will take years, Malaysia 
and North Korea will likely 
resume normal relations. The 
Kim Jong Nam case will be just 
another footnote in history.”

Kim, 46, was the eldest son 

of former North Korea leader 
Kim Jong Il and was once seen 
as the potential heir in the family 
that has ruled North Korea since 
its founding.

He had fallen out of favor 
and had been living abroad as 
the actual heir Kim Jong Un 
solidifi ed his powerbase. But 
while Kim Jong Nam was not 
an obvious political threat, he 
may have been seen as a poten-
tial rival to his brother.

A police witness told the 
court last month that Kim met 
with an unidentifi ed Korean-
American man at a Malaysian 
resort island four days before 
he was killed. The policeman 
was asked by defense lawyers 
about a Japanese newspaper 
report that the man was a U.S. 
intelligence agent based in 
Bangkok and that the meeting 
might have been one of the rea-
sons why Pyongyang decided 
to silence Kim.To bolster the 
theory, the court heard about 
forensics analysis of Kim’s 
laptop that showed some data 
had been accessed from a USB 
drive inserted into the laptop on 
the day of the meeting. Kim was 
also carrying $138,000 in cash 
when he was killed.

Close ties between Malaysia 
and North Korea have badly 
frayed since the killing.

While it isn’t one of North 
Korea’s key diplomatic part-
ners, Malaysia had been one 
of the few places in the world 
where North Koreans could 
previously travel without a visa, 
providing a quiet destination for 
North Koreans looking for jobs, 
schools and business deals.

Malaysian offi cials have 
hinted since the assassination 
about ending diplomatic ties 
with Pyongyang and chided the 
regime over its nuclear ambi-
tions.For now, North Korea 
still maintains its embassy in 
an upscale suburb in Kuala 
Lumpur. But it has refused 
to cooperate with Malaysian 
authorities investigating the 
case and accused Malaysia of 
conniving with its enemies. 
Both countries withdrew their 
ambassadors and ended visa-
free travel for each other’s citi-
zens. North Korea blocked nine 
Malaysians from leaving the 
country and Malaysia responded 
in kind, barring North Koreans 
from exiting its soil.

As part of a deal to end 
the diplomatic row, Malaysia 
returned Kim’s body and three 
suspects hiding in the North 
Korean Embassy to Pyong-
yang in exchange for the nine 
Malaysians just weeks after the 
killing.

The trial resumes on Feb. 22, 
with prosecutors expected to 
rest their case by April or early 
May.

If the judge fi nds there is no 
case against the women, they 
will be freed. If he rules other-
wise, the defense will be called 
and the trial will continue for 
several more months. An appeal 
to higher courts could add sev-
eral more years.

Year after Kim’s killing, suspected 
masterminds evade trial

BRAND NEW HEAVY DUTY  
CHAMPION PORTABLE GENERATOR

FOR SALE

7000W PEAK WATTS / 6000W RUNNING WATTS
BATTERY ELECTRIC STARTER
REDUCED EMISSIONS ENGINE
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AUTO NATION
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starting at $89
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asher Fluid
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Room AC and Tires in a very low price. 

 Please come and Join us. 

Business Hours:  
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm

Saturday 8:00am - 1:00pm

starting at 
$4.00

starting at $109

FILE - � is combination of the Oct. 2, 2017 � le photos shows 
Indonesian Siti Aisyah, le� , and Vietnamese Doan � i Huong, 
right, escorted by police as they leave a court hearing in Shah 
Alam, Malaysia, outside Kuala Lumpur. Lost in the glare of North 
Korea‚Äôs missile launches, rhetorical battles with Washington 
and its charm o� ensive at the Winter Olympics, two young South-
east Asian women stand accused of a crime that could send them 
to the gallows, the stunning assassination of Kim Jong Un‚Äôs 
brother. It‚Äôs a crime they almost certainly had a part in,  pos-
sibly without knowing it. But just as certainly, the slaying a year 
ago Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018 must have required a bigger cast of 
characters. And those suspects are long gone. 

 (AP Photo/Daniel Chan, File)

By SETH BORENSTEIN, AP Science Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Melting ice sheets in Greenland and 

Antarctica are speeding up the already fast pace of sea level rise, 
new satellite research shows.

At the current rate, the world’s oceans on average will be at 
least 2 feet (61 centimeters) higher by the end of the century com-
pared to today, according to researchers who published in Mon-
day’s Proceedings of the National Academies of Sciences.

Sea level rise is caused by warming of the ocean and melting 
from glaciers and ice sheets. The research, based on 25 years 
of satellite data, shows that pace has quickened, mainly from 
the melting of massive ice sheets. It confi rms scientists’ com-
puter simulations and is in line with predictions from the United 
Nations, which releases regular climate change reports.

“It’s a big deal” because the projected sea level rise is a conser-
vative estimate and it is likely to be higher, said lead author Steve 
Nerem of the University of Colorado.

Outside scientists said even small changes in sea levels can 
lead to fl ooding and erosion.

“Any fl ooding concerns that coastal communities have for 
2100 may occur over the next few decades,” Oregon State Uni-
versity coastal fl ooding expert Katy Serafi n said in an email.

Of the 3 inches (7.5 centimeters) of sea level rise in the past 
quarter century, about 55 percent is from warmer water expanding, 
and the rest is from melting ice.

But the process is accelerating, and more than three-quarters of 
that acceleration since 1993 is due to melting ice sheets in Green-
land and Antarctica, the study shows.

Like weather and climate, there are two factors in sea level 
rise: year-to-year small rises and falls that are caused by natural 
events and larger long-term rising trends that are linked to man-
made climate change. Nerem’s team removed the natural effects 
of the 1991 Mt. Pinatubo eruption that temporarily chilled Earth 
and the climate phenomena El Nino and La Nina, and found the 
accelerating trend.

Sea level rise, more than temperature, is a better gauge of cli-
mate change in action, said Anny Cazenave, director of Earth sci-
ence at the International Space Science Institute in France, who 
edited the study. Cazenave is one of the pioneers of space-based 
sea level research.

Satellites show warming is 
accelerating sea level rise
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