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“It was a great plea-
sure to greet our soldiers 
from American Samoa on 
behalf of everyone back 
home, and wish them Merry 
Christmas,” said Aumua 
Amata. “Th ey send warm 
Christmas wishes back to 
everyone. I was able to take 
a few moments to tell them 
we’re all very proud of them, 
and thinking of them in their 
training, and at this time of 
year.” Read story inside for 
details.

 [Courtesy photo]

WOW! 13 more days until Christmas. Time is just fl ying. 
Still looking for that perfect gift? Need a car to do all that 
running round? Need a break? Here are just a few of our 
advertisers offering great deals and steals for you this hol-
iday season.

Tired Of The Heat? 
H&H Inc. is having a BIG sale on electronics and appli-

ances. With the weather being extremely bi-polar lately, check 
out these great air conditioners to counter the extremely hot 
days. Samsung & Lakes AC’s from 9,000 BTUs up to 36,000 
BTUs are available at great prices along with great warran-
ties. Need a cold drink? H&H is offering its best price on a 
18cu.ft. refrigerator at only $650.00! Refrigerator comes in 
either Black, White or Silver. 

Need something bigger? 2-door and 3-door coolers are 
also available. Call 699-6543 for more information.

Need A Car For The Holidays? 
O&O Car Rentals has a wide assortment of cars available 

for rent. Get your Christmas shopping done in comfort driving 
around in a Toyota Senna mini-vans (automatic), Toyota 
Corolla (automatic), or a Ford F-150 Truck (automatic). 

Rentals  are available at affordable rates. 1 day FREE for 
every 7 days rental! O&O is also accepting orders for any 
car parts at affordable prices. O&O Car rental is located in 
Nuuuli. For more information call 699-4484, 258-4563 or 
email Rentals@ooeinc.com

Need a Printer? 
Need to print out and send your Holiday Greeting cards? 

Last minute Christmas projects? Kids school assignments? 
O&O Enterprises in Nu’uuli also has a wide selection of 
printers available for rent.. Wireless, Copy, Printer, Fax, 
Scanner all available in ONE. 

Printers are great for fast unlimited printing. Also great 

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

The former Customs agent who was arrested 
by police two weeks ago after he tried to retrieve 
a package that contained a large quantity of mari-
juana from the post offi ce waived his right to a 
preliminary examination (PX) hearing yesterday, 
and his case is now bound over to the High Court 
for arraignment.

Teni Luamanu made his initial appearance 
before District Court Judge Fiti Suni last week, 
and at the time, he asked the Court to set his case 
for a PX yesterday morning. 

However, when his case was called, his 
attorney, Ryan Anderson informed the Court that 
his client wished to waive his PX hearing.

Luamanu is being charged with one count 
each of unlawful possession of marijuana and 
unlawful distribution of marijuana — both 
felonies.

According to the government’s case, Lua-
manu went to the Post Offi ce to pick up a package 
that was addressed to him two weeks ago. The 
package had arrived on Monday and sat there for 
days until Luamanu showed up to claim it.

Former Customs agent arrested and 
charged with drug possession 

(Continued on page 8)

(Continued on page 8)

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

A man who has been accused of stealing goods 
valued at $9,600 from an Asian store has been 
arrested and is being held in custody without bail.

Ioane Faimata is charged with 3 felonies:  fi rst 
degree burglary, possession of a burglar’s tools, 
and stealing.

He made his initial appearance in the District 
Court yesterday, and his preliminary examina-
tion hearing is scheduled for Thursday.

According to court documents, on Nov. 10, 

2017, the owner of Pacifi c Mini Mart contacted 
the Tafuna substation for assistance, after his 
employees caught a man allegedly stealing goods 
from the store. 

Several police offi cers responded to the call, 
and when they arrived at the scene, they saw 
Faimata bound with white rope, surrounded by 
7 men. 

Police offi cers untied the defendant, and 
placed him in a police unit for safety reasons. 
The defendant sustained minor injuries and he 
was treated by EMS personnel. When asked by 

Man robs store, but 
ends up being tied up

SAYS HE WAS COERCED BY THREE MEN TO COMMIT ROBBERY

(Continued on page 8)

Taeoafua Dr. Meki 
Solomona, director 
of the Department of 
Human and Social Ser-
vices, passed away sud-
denly, yesterday aft er-
noon. He reportedly col-
lapsed at his DHSS offi  ce 
in Utulei. 

(See Lali for Samoan 
story)

Samoa News sends its 
condolences to the family 
in their time of grief.  [SN 
archives]

SPECIALS GALORE THIS HOLIDAY 
SEASON — GO FOR BROKE
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

The Trial Division of the 
High Court of American Samoa 
has dismissed Rev. Amaama 
Tofaeono’s motion for recon-
sideration and his request to 
certify issues for interlocutory 
appeal.

The plaintiffs are the 
CCCAS along with Rev. Elder 
Eveni Mamoe, Leatulagi Faal-
evao, and Fiti Aofi a. The defen-
dants are Rev. Tofaeono and his 
wife Joan Aleluia Tofaeono.

The High Court denied the 
motion to reconsider the dis-
missal of tort claims based on 
there being no “manifest error 
of law or mistake of fact, a 
decision contrary to the clear 
weight of evidence, a decision 
that is manifestly unjust, and 
intervening change in the law, 
or the discovery of previously 
unavailable evidence.” 

The tort claims concern Rev. 
Tofaeono’s employment con-
tract and removal of ordinations.

EMPLOYMENT 
CONTRACT

For the employment con-
tract the Court said the defen-
dants did not show facts to 
assert a claim against the indi-
vidual plaintiffs, and defendants 
appear to seek leave to amend 
their complaint to ensure clarity 
as to the personal capacities in 
which the individual defendants 
are being sued. 

Furthermore, at the Nov. 
1st hearing, instead of pointing 
to evidence demonstrating that 
the individual plaintiffs are not 
acting as agents of CCCAS, 
counsel for defendants consis-
tently referred to the individual 
plaintiffs as representatives of 
the Church.

The Court noted that this ref-
erence is in effect an admission 
of agency by defendants, and 
the Court did not err in fi nding a 
lack of a third party actor. 

Based on defendants lack 
of particularity in identifying 
the Court’s error or a change in 
law or discovery of previously 
unavailable evidence, defen-
dants motion was denied.

REMOvAL OF 
ORDINATIONS

According to the Court’s 
decision, the motion is denied 
for reconsideration because 
defendant’s general and unclear 
statements indicating they dis-
agree with the Court’s pre-
vious ruling are unhelpful to the 

Court and do not even begin to 
conform with the particularity 
requirement. 

Moreover, defendants’ argu-
ments do not apprise the Court 
of specifi c errors of law or mis-
take of fact, they do not explain 
why the decision was contrary 
to the clear weight of evidence 
or was manifestly unjust, and 
they do not cite a change in law 
or the discovery of previously 
unavailable evidence. 

Defendants also fail to state 
with particularity the error in 
the Court decision that their 
counterclaim failed to state a 
claim. 

The court had dismissed this 
tort because of the ministerial 
exception which prevents the 
Court from reviewing internal 
decisions regarding a church’s 
selection and control of its 
ministers.
DEFENDANT’S REQUEST 

TO CERTIFY ISSUES 
FOR INTERLOCUTORY 

APPEAL
The Court says this request is 

denied basically because it does 
not fi nd that the Court’s order 
dismissing the tort claims and 
subsequent denial to reconsider 
are completely separate from 
the remaining trespass claim.

Plaintiffs allege that defen-
dants are trespassing because 
defendant Amaama is no longer 
the General Secretary and there-
fore defendants have exceeded 
their permission to be on the 
premises by refusing to vacate. 
However, defendants’ response 
to the trespass claim is that they 
are entitled to the premises 
because defendant Amaama’s 
ordinations were tortiously 
removed and plaintiffs inter-
fered with his employment as 
the General Secretary.

The Court dismissed the 
defense’s claims, but plain-
tiffs trespass claim is still 
outstanding.

The Court noted that defen-
dants fail to explain why the 
dismissal of the tort claims 
would be barred from consider-
ation should the appellate Court 
reaffi rm their summary repos-
session decision. 

Moreover, defendants also 
fail to identify any substantial 
rights, let alone rights similar to 
the right to counsel, that would 
be lost if appeal on the dismissal 
of these tort claims is delayed 
until the end of the litigation in 
the current case.

CCCAS Rev. Tofaeono’s 
motions for reconsideration 

dismissed by High Court

Nine contestants vied for the crown for the 2017 Miss Pacifi c Islands Pageant, with Miss Samoa, 
Alexandra Iakopo, winning 1st runner-up, on Saturday, December 09, 2017 in Nadi, Fiji, ‘in the 
place where happiness fi nds you’. She won the following categories of the pageant: Miss Internet, 
Miss Personality, Best Talent and Best Interview. [Photo: Samoa Events Incorporated (SEI)]

BALLARD, Utah (AP) — 
Authorities say a 2-year-old 
Utah girl has died after being 
fatally shot while her sibling 
was handling a gun.

The Uintah County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce said Monday that the 
child was accidentally shot in 
her home Sunday by an older 
sibling who was moving the 
gun from one room to another.

The sheriff’s offi ce says in a 
statement that the gun had been 
leaning against a wall inside the 
home since Saturday after being 
brought back from a hunting 
trip.The girl’s parents took her 
to the hospital, where she died.

Messages seeking additional 
details from the sheriff and 
chief deputy were not immedi-
ately returned.

Police: 2-year-old Utah girl 
killed by sibling handling gun 
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(PRESS RELEASE) 
— Washington, D.C. — Friday, 
December 8, 2017 — Congress-
woman Aumua Amata was 
pleased to greet soldiers from 
American Samoa and spend time 
with them at Fort Lee, Virginia, 
along with touring Fort Lee 
and the U.S. Army Women’s 
Museum, observing training in 
action and being briefed on Fort 
Lee’s operations.

The soldiers are stationed 
at Fort Lee for their Advanced 
Individual Training (AIT) and 
will not be able to return home 
for the holidays.

Greetings from Fort Lee
“It was a great pleasure 

to greet our soldiers from 
American Samoa on behalf of 
everyone back home, and wish 
them merry Christmas,” said 
Aumua Amata. “They sent 
warm Christmas wishes back 
to everyone. I was able to take 
a few moments to tell them 
we’re all very proud of them, 
and thinking of them in their 
training, and at this time of 
year.”

Lunch at Fort Lee
In YouTube clips with 

Amata, the troops wish people 
in American Samoa a Merry 
Christmas and sends greetings.

Greeting the soldiers
American Samoa has the 

highest enlistment rate in the 
U.S. Army of any state or terri-
tory, and these soldiers are just 
getting started in their journey 
that continues that proud tradi-
tion of uniformed service.

Congresswoman Amata told 
the troops, “Let me just take a 
minute to tell you this: You are 
doing important work here. It’s 
worth it – the training, the early 
mornings, and all the effort.

“For the rest of your lives, 
you will say with pride that you 
served. You’re soldiers.

I’ve seen what that means 
for many years. I saw it in my 
father, and in many others. 
Strength. Confi dence. Leader-
ship. Integrity. You’re serving 
your country, but you’re also 
learning to live great lives,” she 
said.

Touring Fort Lee during 
training

Fort Lee is an Army gar-
rison and training installation, 
home to 27,000 at a time, that 
welcomes 70,000 through its 
classrooms yearly. The Fort 
consists of the Combined Arms 
Support Command, along with 
the Army Logistics Univer-
sity, the U.S. Army Ordnance 
School, the U.S. Army Quar-
termaster School and the U.S. 
Army Transportation School. 
Fort Lee, established in 1917 
as Camp Lee because of World 
War I, celebrated its Centennial 

this year.
Amata visited the display at 

the Army Women’s Museum, 
which honors the heroic 
memory of Sgt. Tina Time, 
who was the fi rst woman from 
American Samoa to die in the 
Iraq war. She was killed on 
Dec. 13, 2004.

The U.S. Army Women’s 
Museum preserves and shares 
the history of contributions of 
women since the American 
Revolutionary War. Established 
in 1955, the museum is an edu-
cational institution for all ages, 
with artifacts and archives.

(Source: Congresswoman 
Aumua Amata’s Offi ce, Wash-
ington, D.C.)

Soldiers from Amer-
ican Samoa send home 

Christmas Greetings
AMATA vISITS FORT LEE

Congresswoman Amata stands next to this display at the Army Women’s Museum that honors the 
heroic memory of Sgt. Tina Time, who was the fi rst female soldier from American Samoa to die in 
the Iraq War. She was killed on December 13, 2004.  [Courtesy photo]



Empowering Pacifi c Island Communities 
(EPIC), a community-based nonprofi t organiza-
tion, in collaboration with Catholic Social Ser-
vices and Back on Track, hosted last week at 
Fatuoaiga, a symposium on “Coordinated Com-
munity Response” to engage practitioners in the 
development of a program for youth offender re-
entry, domestic violence and sexual assault pro-
gramming and services.

The goal is to engage advocates, policy 
makers, service providers, and community mem-
bers to effectively address domestic violence 
and ensure the safety and well being of all clients 
served.

According to the coordinators of 
the program, Coordinated Community 
Response requires multi-agency, multi-jurisdic-
tional cooperation and communication to provide 
a wrap-around approach to services and inter-
ventions for juveniles, victims and perpetrators. 

“This effort must include voices from the 
fi elds of adult and juvenile criminal justice, 
health care, victim services, alcohol and drug 
treatment and children’s service agencies.”

The symposium aimed to identify the 
key elements to a Coordinated Community 
Response that works to reduce prohibitive chal-
lenges when accessing education, health care, 
employment opportunities, as well as ensure the 
safety, well-being, and stability of all clients. 

Presenters outlined the structure of a Coor-
dinated Community Response and its areas of 
focus: system coordination, policy and leader-

ship, education and training, and prevention.
The symposium was led by SoValTi, a non-

profi t social services agency headquartered in 
Portland, Oregon.

The presenters included the owner and agency 
administrator for SoValTi, Tim Logan, who has 
more than 30 years experience working in the 
fi elds of juvenile and adult criminal justice.

Kendra Hughes, the administrative assistant, 
facilitator and trainer for SoValTi, has more than 
3 decades of experience in the fi elds of education 
and social justice.

SoValTi is a culturally sensitive social service 
agency committed to serving African American 
and biracial individuals in the Portland Metro-
politan area. It specializes in working with men, 
women and children using a trauma informed 
approach to emphasize self-examination as a 
means to engaging individuals in the change 
process. 

SoCalTi offers an array of culturally respon-
sive services, education, and programming. Their 
staff of system navigators assist and provide cli-
ents with the resources and tools to encourage 
success.

 SoValTi’s mission is to promote healthy and 
productive lifestyles by infusing cultural knowl-
edge through the empowerment and strength of 
each man, woman, and child.

For more information, contact executive 
director, Toetasi F. Tuiteleleapaga 699-7923 or 
Mona Uli 258-4957
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages 

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our email 
news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

EPIC hosts Symposium on Coor-
dinated Community Response

© OSINI FALEATASI INC. RESERVES ALL RIGHTS.
dba Samoa News is published Monday through Friday, 

except for some local and federal holidays.
Please send correspondences to: OF, dba Samoa News, Box 

909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Telephone at (684) 633-5599 • Fax at (684) 633-4864
Email advertisements to ads@samoanews.com
Email the newsroom at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to 
the Publisher at the address provided above.

Please visit samoanews.com for weekend updates.

(Front row, center) SoValTi presenters, Tim Logan and Kendra Hughes with members of the Empowering Pacifi c Island Communities dba EPIC, a community-
based nonprofi t organization which, in collaboration with Catholic Social Services and Back on Track, hosted a symposium on Coordinated Community Response, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017 — at the Fatu-o-Aiga Pastoral Center, in Tafuna. See story for details  [courtesy photo]

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The powerful Hollywood talent 
agency CAA is canceling its annual Golden Globe Awards party 
and planning to form a legal defense fund to assist workplace 
harassment victims across all industries.

A person with knowledge of the plans who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak 
publicly said Monday that the funds normally used for the Globes 
party, which would celebrate nominated clients like Meryl Streep, 
Reese Witherspoon, Nicole Kidman and Tom Hanks, will be 
instead be redirected to establish the fund.

The agency has also committed itself to establishing gender 
parity in its leadership by the year 2020, following the lead of 
ICM Partners.

The Hollywood Reporter fi rst reported the news.
The Golden Globes will be handed out Jan. 7 and will be fol-

lowed by several after-parties.

CAA to form legal 
defense fund for 

harassment victims 

FILE - In this March 2, 2014 fi le photo, Harvey Weinstein arrives at the Oscars in Los Angeles. Th e 
sexual harassment and assault allegations against Weinstein that rocked Hollywood and sparked a 
fl urry of allegations in other American industries, as well as the political arena, are reaching far 
beyond U.S. borders. Emboldened by the women, and men, who have spoken up, the “Weinstein 
Eff ect” is rippling across the globe.  (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)



samoa news, Tuesday, December 12, 2017  Page 5  



C M

Y K

C M

Y K

Page 6  samoa news, Tuesday, December 12, 2017

by Barry Markowitz
American Samoa’s Ter-

ritorial Police are 24/7 on the 
front lines, be it traffi c & law 
enforcement, emergency res-
cues, or combating the reported 
increasing drug trade. Cool 
Stuff presents our own “Police 
Week” salute with reviews of 
functional tools that will help 
them to protect you Coolios and 
possibly save their own lives.

Honorable Governor Lolo 
Moliga spoke with deep sin-
cerity about Territorial Police 
safety as he was all too close 
when Mrs. Cool Stuff’s distant 
cousin, Detective Brown, was 
brutally taken from our family 
and your Tutuila community.

Respectfully we submit that 
the Fenix UC30 is our fi rst sug-

gestion of a valuable Police (& 
fi rst responder) asset.

The UC30 has heaps more 
functions than presented on 
a late 1960’s  Vegematic TV 
commercial (“it slices, it dices, 
it purees, it washes your car, 
cuts your grass, takes your dog 
for a walk, waters your lawn”...
ok, a tad bit exaggeration...but 
you mature Coolios remember.)

The Fenix UC30 will let you 
function at its lowest intensity 
(5 lumens) for fi ve days non-
stop!  50 lumens for one whole 
day nonstop. 150 lumens lasts 8 
hrs 45 minutes, 350 lumens for 
3 hrs 20 minutes. The UC30 is 
almost the size of an old fashion 
single function AA Maglite.

Drum roll please... at 1,000 
lumens the Fenix UC30 reaches 
out to 830 feet, lasting 1 hr 25 
minutes.

The 1,000 lumen might 
make all the difference in spot-
ting a child swept off the beach 
or lost on a hillside, in low light, 
when a police offi cer is fi rst on 
the scene.

Now that a lot of Territo-
rial Police are armed with pis-
tols, the Fenix UC30 gives a 
viable defense option instead 
of having to shoot a malevolent 
violent suspect.  

While still playing football 
for USC, Cool Stuff Junior was 
talking story with his old kid-
timemates at the 7/11 Store in 
Hauula, Hawai’i when a drug 
crazed looney approached me 
in the parking lot, and threat-
ened to kill me reasoning in his 
diatribe that, “You #¥£�@!!! 
haole, you stole my Hawaiian 
lands, I’m going to kill you!”

Cool Stuff kept his Savaii 
cultural response restrained, 
looked at the store window for 
Trojan Football boy to save 
me... to no avail.  Keeping 
low key, Cool Stuff pulled out 
my old school Fenix TK 35 
fl ashlight, put it on high, then 
switched to fast strobe to visu-
ally disable the psycho. Hono-
lulu Police Offi cers arrived and 
suggested I not press charges 
and have them get him on meds.

On refl ection, the Fenix 
probably saved the naughty fel-
low’s life. A lack of non violent 
alternatives can lead to some-
body getting hurt... and its not 
going to be a well versed Coolio 
or a silly Cool Stuff.

If ASG provides these 
rechargeable (with a common 
USB micro cord) fl ashlights, 
they will save plenty in battery 
purchase expense and in bat-
tery acid destroying the unit 
(rechargeables seem to be much 
lower in battery acid mainte-
nance issues).   

If ASG doesn’t provide these 
in the future... its only $44 per 
unit, so buy your Police Offi cer 
Aunt, Uncle, Cousin, Mom, 

Th e amazing Fenix UC 30 is easily rechargeable, has heaps of functions, and up to 1,000 lumens...
perfect for the American Samoa Territorial Police and Fire Departments/fi rst responders.  

 [Photo by Barry Markowitz]

 COOL COOL COOL Stuff  Stuff  Stuff 
Police Week, Fenix UC30

(Continued on page 9)
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compiled by Samoa News staff
vESSEL DAY SCHEME TO 
EXTEND TO LONGLINERS

Seven PNA nations have 
signed on to extend the Vessel 
Day Scheme (VDS) to long line 
fi shing in addition to PNA’s 
well-established VDS for purse 
seiners and are looking to the 
Western and Central Pacifi c 
Fisheries Commission for sup-
port. The roll out of the VDS for 
long line fi shing is going well 
and PNA CEO Ludwig Kumoru 
adds that several countries out-
side the PNA are expressing 
interest in adopting the scheme 
for their own long line fi sheries.

In defending the move to 
require longliners to adhere 
to VDS rules in PNA waters, 
Kumoru said, “We have to 
have management of longliners 
on the high seas.” Both he and 
Joseph described the longline 
industry as a signifi cant “gap” 
in the region’s improving man-
agement of its tuna fi shery. 
Currently the long line vessels 
are not required to have full 
observer coverage, and there-
fore do not collect or report data 
on catch or bycatch amounts. 
They also do not submit trans-
shipment data.

The VDS has been key in 
keeping the stocks healthy in 
the Pacifi c region’s purse seine 
fi shery and has also helped 
PNA nations reap huge eco-
nomic benefi ts. Revenue to 
PNA countries has risen from 
USD 60 million to almost USD 
500 million since the imple-
mentation of VDS.

PEW DISAPPOINTED 
WITH WCPFC DECISIONS

PEW Charitable Trusts is 
disappointed with the tropical 
tuna management decisions 
made at the annual Western and 
Central Pacifi c Fisheries Com-
mission meeting.

Amanda Nickson, director 
of international fi sheries for 
PEW states, “Tropical tuna 
management in the western 
and central Pacifi c Ocean took 
a disappointing turn when gov-
ernments at the Western and 
Central Pacifi c Fisheries Com-
mission agreed to a measure 
that does not achieve the scien-
tifi c advice, leading to an unac-
ceptable risk that the bigeye 
tuna population will drop below 
healthy levels. Despite substan-
tive efforts by the Chair of the 
Commission, the outcome is 
disappointing, and once again 
highlights a lack of effective 
communication and negotiation 
between Commission members 
in the lead up to this meeting.”

Nickson continued advising, 
“Commission members should 
ensure negotiations start imme-
diately toward a stronger mea-
sure next year, to ensure to pre-
cautionary, science-based man-
agement of its fi sheries. The 
health of tropical tunas in the 
Pacifi c, and the communities 
who depend on them, requires 
it, and cannot wait another 
year.”Included in the measure 
is a reversal to 2016 catch limits 
for line fi shing, a 10 percent 
increase over the 2017 catch 
limit.  The purse seine fi shery 

will submit to a three-month 
fi sh aggregating device FAD 
closure in exclusive economic 
zones (EEZs) and two more in 
the high seas.

PEW states,  “the result is 
greater than 20 percent risk of 
the bigeye stock falling below 
the limit reference point (an 
agreed level of biomass that is 
undesirable) sometime in the 
next 30 years.”

CALL FOR TRANSSHIP-
MENT BAN ON HIGH 

SEAS
Civil Society Organizations 

have called for banning trans-
shipment by longliners on high 
seas at the Western and Central 
Pacifi c Commission (WCPFC). 
They have asked for the ban to 
be in place until a system is in 
place ensuring Illegal, Unre-
ported, and Unregulated activi-
ties are not occurring.

Jamie Gibbon, Offi cer for 
Global Tuna Conservation 
(GTC) at PEW told PACNEWS 
that 52 percent of longliners 
operating in the WCPFC have 

PNA TUNA NEWS

Congresswoman Aumua Amata was pleased to greet soldiers from American Samoa and spend 
time with them at Fort Lee, Virginia, including having lunch with them. [Courtesy photo](Continued on page 9)
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Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo

Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm
(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American 
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide  
a very affordable and friendly service.
Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE, 
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?
•	 Call	for	a	FREE	PEST	EVALUATION	OR	NO	 

OBLIGATION INSPECTION
•	 We	do	GROUND	TERMITE	TREATMENT	&	 

CONSTRUCTION	PRE_TREATMENTS
•	 We	provide	services	for	Houses,	Boats,	Cars,	 

Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture 
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

Ph. 252-2964

for commercial use and 
free Ink with every rental. 
O&O also sells good quality 
printing paper. Premium 
8x10 Printing paper sell for 
$3.95 a ream and $38.95 a 
case. Double A 8x10 printing 
paper sells for $4.75 a ream 
and $43.95 a case. For more 
information call 699-4484, 
258-4563 or email ooeinc@
gmail.com

Need Money?
Lima Fesoasoani is avail-

able as a quick financial solu-
tion to your needs. Christmas 
shopping? Fa’alavelave? 
Vacation? No Problem.  Lima 
Fesoasoani is open Monday 
— Friday 10a.m. - 4p.m. with 
two locations at the Fagatogo 

Square and in Tafuna at the 
Aitulagi Building 2nd Floor. 

Check out  their website at 
http://www.limafesoasoani.
com for more information 
on how to apply or call 699-
3848 or 633-3848 if you have 
any questions.

Need a Break?
Tired? Stressed? Need a 

breather? Come Break the 
Ice @ Ice Breakers! Come in 
, relax and forget about all 
your holiday worries at the 
Ice Breakers Bar & Bistro.

Join us for our $2 dollar 
Tuesday where all beer is $2 
ALL NIGHT LONG!

Our Workforce Wednes-
days offers up FREE pupus as 
an Ice-Breaker THANK  YOU 

to our workforce.
Our Throw-Back Thurs-

days are for our ladies to let 
their hair down and enjoy 
time off from their worries 
and cares with $3 Shot Spe-
cials, a Sexilicious Cocktail 
Special, and FREE pupus.

Sundowner Saturday 
offers a cocktail special all 
night long, the Silver Brothers 
band from 9pm to midnight 
and DJ Al from Midnight to 
2am. How that for ushering 
in the Holiday Season? 

Samoa News and today’s 
featured advertisers would 
like to wish all in our com-
munity a Happy and safe 
Holiday Season. 

Call us at 633-5599 for 
more information on these 
great specials and how to get 
on our Holiday Events count-
down feature. 

Stay Safe AmericanSamoa.

➧ Special galore this …
Continued from page 1

police, Faimata explained that 
he was coerced by 3 other indi-
viduals to commit the burglary.

The owner of the store told 
police that he recently had 
been the victim of a string of 
burglaries at his apartment 
where numerous cases of ciga-
rettes were stolen by unknown 
culprit(s). The owner further 
explained to police that on the 
night of the offense, he had set a 
trap for the burglar and stood by 
with 6 men to protect his prop-
erty when the defendant entered 
unlawfully at around 3:00 a.m 
to 4:00 a.m.

After capturing the defendant 
and restraining him, they waited 
for police to arrive, but in doing 
so, a few of them sustained 
injuries from the defendant. The 
owner added that Faimata told 

them he would remember their 
faces and he will kill them when 
he has the chance.

A store employee told police 
that he was one of the 6 men 
who helped in preventing the 
defendant from running away 
after he was caught burglar-
izing the premises, and assisted 
in tying the defendant with the 
rope.

Police were able to watch 
the security footage from the 
camera at the crime scene and 
observed the defendant with 
another suspect entering the 
structure and leaving with cases 
in a series of back and forth trips. 
Police officers also observed 
the defendant in the security 
footage with multiples cases in 
his arms, cases he dropped off 
to a nearby container, before 

returning for more.
The store owner told police 

the total value of cigarettes 
cases that were stolen from his 
store is approximately $9,600. 
Police recovered 6 cases of 
cigarettes at the scene and con-
firmed with the store owner that 
the cigarette cases belonged to 
his store.

In a written statement to 
police, Faimata claimed he was 
coerced into breaking into the 
premises and taking the ciga-
rettes. The defendant told police 
he was specifically required to 
retrieve 6 cases of cigarettes and 
he carried a knife and crowbar 
to the store, and had given the 
crowbar to the other suspect to 
help the burglary happen. 

Faimata remains behind bars 
without bail.

➧ Man robs store…
Continued from page 1

When the defendant arrived 
to retrieve the package, Cus-
toms agents who were on duty 
carried out a routine check of 
the package.

 And when they opened it, 
they allegedly found an esti-
mated two (2) pounds of mari-
juana inside.

The Customs agents then 
alerted the detectives of the 
DPS Vice & Narcotics Unit and 
the defendant was taken in for 
questioning by police before 

he was escorted to the Territo-
rial Correctional Facility for the 
usual 48-hour hold while the 
Attorney General’s Office final-
ized the charges against him.

During his initial appear-
ance on Monday, Luamanu’s 
attorney asked for a bail reduc-
tion in the amount of $5,000.

Luamanu, who is out on 
bond, is scheduled to appear 
in High Court for arraignment 
tomorrow at 9:00a.m.

➧ Former customs…
Continued from page 1

“It was a great pleasure to greet our soldiers from American Samoa on behalf of everyone back 
home, and wish them Merry Christmas,” said Congresswoman Aumua Amata, who visited Fort Lee, 
Virginia, last week. The soldiers are stationed at Fort Lee for their Advanced Individual Training 
(AIT) and will not be able to return home for the holidays. [Courtesy photo]



samoa news, Tuesday, December 12, 2017  Page 9  

Dad, Brother or Sister one of these Fenix’s for 
Xmas.  

The Fenix UC30 is available at City Mill, 
Honolulu and probably on an Amazon or ebay 
online store near your dancing internet shopping 

fi ngers.
Next up for Cool Stuff Police Week, Yuneec 

Drone stuff we learned in Las Vegas just days 
before the Mandalay Bay concert shooting that 
will have a future impact for law enforcement.

➧ Cool stuff…
Continued from page 6

authorization to ship without 
any clear guidelines. He 
explained that, “One of the big-
gest issues in the region is that 
WCPFC initially envisioned 
transshipment as a rare occasion 
– that it will only occur at sea 
if that was the only way that a 
fi shing industry could operate.”

Gibbon also commented on 
independent observers saying 
that “One of the other issues is 
independent observer reports 
are often not submitted to 
the WCPFC. Last year there 
were approximately 900 at-sea 
transshipments and only one 
observer report made it to the 
Secretariat.”

Fiji’s Fisheries Minister, 
Commander Semi Koroilavesau 
stated that the overfi shing in 
the high seas from the world’s 
largest fi shing nations, including 
China, Japan and South Korea, 
was threatening tuna stocks in 
the Pacifi c Ocean and called 
on the WCPFC for action.  He 
criticized the previous com-
mission saying, “inaction of 
the commission is negatively 
contributing to over-capacity 
in the high seas resulting in low 
catches in the zone.”
ZONE-BASED MANAGE-
MENT WORKS FOR PNA

Zone-based management 
of tuna fi sheries in the western 
and central Pacifi c works effec-
tively and there is no interest 
in replacing it with a different 
management arrangement, 
leaders of the Parties to the 
Nauru Agreement (PNA) said 
recently.In response to some 
distant water fi shing nations 
who feel the Parties of the Nauru 
Agreement should honor “fl ag 
state” rights in their waters, 
PNAO states that the parties 
are in agreement over how they 

wish to manage their waters and 
have sovereign rights to do so. 
Marine Resources Authority 
Director Glen Joseph, who 
chairs the PNA, spoke for them 
saying, “The VDS (Vessel Day 
Scheme) is effective in both 
conservation and economic 
development.”The eight PNA 
nations instituted the VDS for 
purse seine fi shing in 2007. 
PNA members agree on a lim-
ited number of fi shing days 
for the year based on scien-
tifi c advice about the status of 
the tuna stocks. Since 2012, 
WCPFC has allocated PNA a 
pool of data based upon 2010 
effort levels. Fishing days are 
then allocated by country and 
sold to the highest bidder. Con-
ditions for using the purchased 
days include high seas closures 
to fi shing, controls on Fish 
Aggregating Devices (FADs), 
protection for whale sharks and 
100% coverage of purse seine 
fi shing vessels with observers.
The vessel day scheme is unique 
to PNA but has proven to work 
well in terms of sustaining the 
healthiest tuna stocks in the 
world, collecting scientifi c data 
and generating revenue for their 
nations. As an effort control 
VDS also removes incentives 
to high grade and mis-declare 
catches which is a major com-
pliance issue with Quota 
regimes.Kumoru said devel-
opments in islands such as the 
Solomon Islands, Papua New 
Guinea and the Marshall Islands 
— all of which are increasing 
their domestic “footprint” in the 
fi shery — show the future of the 
fi shery for the islands.

Mr. Kumoru added that 
one of PNA’s primary goals 
“is to make sure our people 
are involved in the fi shery, not 

spectators.”
FFA APPOINTS DEPUTY 

DIRECTOR GENERAL
New Zealand’s Matthew 

Hooper has been appointed 
deputy Director General of the 
Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA). 
FFA’s Director General, James 
Movick was pleased to make the 
announcement and said that he 
will take over in mid-January.

Hooper grew up in Tokelau 
and FFA sees that as a big plus. 
Tokelau is a New Zealand terri-
tory comprised of three remote 
atolls, accessible only by boat. 
With a population of 1499, their 
main natural economic resource 
is the fi shery of the exclusive 
economic zone. Hooper began 
working in fi sheries in 1976.

According to Movick, 
another key reason for his 
appointment is Hooper’s past 
involvement and performance 
with the Treaty of Waitangi 
and settlement of the injustices 
done to the Maori people by the 
British Crown in the late 1800s.

Movik stated that, “He is 
well known and respected for 
his capability to work with 
people and it’s a very tricky 
situation to help resolve issues. 
And I think at the end of the 
day that was the principal basis 
for the recommendation from 
the interview panel comprised 
of fi ve members of the Forum 
Fisheries Committee.”

MARKET UPDATE
Skipjack tuna prices have 

continued to fall on the back 
on increased deliveries due 
from the region. The December 
Bangkok prices are expected to 
be between USD 1,750/mt and 
USD 1,800. Meanwhile Manta, 
Ecuador prices continue high.

(Reprinted with permission 
from PNA)

➧ PNA tuna news…
Continued from page 7

A group of youth plaintiff s prepare to march to a news conference outside of the U.S. Ninth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals aft er a three-judge panel heard oral arguments over whether President Trump 
and his administration can evade a constitutional climate change trial Monday, Dec. 11, 2017, in 
San Francisco. 21 young plaintiff s and the organizational plaintiff  Earth Guardian assert the U.S. 
government, through its affi  rmative actions has violated their constitutional rights to life and failed 
to protest essential public trust resources.  (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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TOKYO (AP) — Charles 
Jenkins, a U.S Army deserter 
to North Korea who married 
a Japanese abductee and lived 
in Japan after their release, has 
died. He was 77.

Jenkins was found collapsed 
outside his home in Sado, 
northern Japan, on Monday and 
rushed to a hospital and later 
pronounced dead, a group rep-
resenting families of Japanese 
abductees to North Koreas said 
Tuesday.

Japan’s NHK national tele-
vision said he died of a heart 
failure.

Jenkins, of Rich Square, 
North Carolina, disappeared in 
January 1965 while on patrol 
along the Demilitarized Zone 
dividing North and South Korea. 
He later called his desertion a 
mistake that led to decades of 
deprivation and hardship in the 
communist country.

Jenkins met his wife Hitomi 
Soga, who was kidnapped by 
Pyeongyang in 1978, in North 

Korea and the couple had two 
daughters, Mika and Blinda. 
His wife was allowed to visit 
Japan in 2002 and stayed. Jen-
kins and their daughters fol-
lowed in 2004.

Once in Japan, Jenkins in 
2004 was subject to a U.S. 
court-martial in which he said 
he deserted because of fear of 
being sent to fight in Vietnam. 
He pleaded guilty to desertion 
and aiding the enemy and was 
dishonorably discharged and 
sentenced to 25 days in a U.S. 
military jail in Japan.

Jenkins and his family lived 
in Soga’s hometown of Sado, 
where he was a popular worker 
at a local souvenir shop and 
could often be seen posing in 
photos with visiting tourists.

Soga is one of 13 Japanese 
that Tokyo says were kidnapped 
to the North in the 1970s and 
1980s as teachers of Japa-
nese culture and language for 
agents spying on South Korea. 
Pyongyang acknowledged the 
abductions and allowed a Japan 
visit in 2002 for Soga and four 
others, who eventually stayed.

Jenkins, in his 2005 auto-
biographical book “To Tell 
the Truth,” and appearances at 
conferences on North Korean 
human rights, revealed that 
he had seen other Amer-
ican deserters living with 
women abducted from else-
where including Thailand and 
Romania.

After settling in Japan, he 
visited North Carolina to see his 
mother and sister. But he said 
he had no plans to move back 
to the U.S.

FA’ASILASILAGA
OFISA O LE KONESULA SAMOA:   

ASO MALOLO KERISIMASI MA LE TAUSAGA FOU

E fa’asilasila atu ma le agaga fa’aaloalo i le mamalu o le atunu’u femalagaa’i e faapea:
O le a tapunia le Ofisa o le Konesula Aoao o Samoa, e afua atu i le 12:00 aoauli o le Aso Faraile, Tesema 22, 2017; seia aulia le 
itula 8:30 i le taeao o le Aso Lulu,  
Ianuari 03, 2018; mo Aso Malolo o le Kerisimasi ma le Tausaga Fou.
E fautuaina ai le mamalu o e foufou malaga i Tumua e mana’omia pemita, po o nisi auaunaga a lo tatou Ofisa nei mo ia aso Malolo, ina 
ia tapena mamao i ai.
Fa’afeta’i mai lo tatou Ofisa nei i telefoni 633-5919/633-5920; po o le imeli amtvpk1@gmail.com, pe a man’omia.

SUI TAIMI TAPUNIA O LE OFISA ASO FAIGALUEGA MASANI
Ina ia fesoaosani atili mo tapenaga mo aso Malolo, o le a suia ai le taimi tapunia ai le Ofisa mai le 3:00 (o lo’o iai nei) i le 3:30 p.m. i le 
Aso Faraile, Tesema 01, 2017 se’ia o’o i le Aso Tofi,  
Tesema 21, 2017.

A O TAPUNIA LE OFISA:  TESEMA 25, 2017 - IANUARI 02, 2018
Mo ni Mataupu Le-Ma’alofia/Faanatinati a o tapunia le Ofisa ma aso Malolo ua ta’ua i luga; fa’amolemole fa’afeso’ota’i ane 
Alii Ofisa ia i Apia:
        1.  To’alepai Valhalla Siaopo Pese:  +685-771-2166
         2.  Tailaoa Falaniko Lesa:  +685-777-4504
E momoli atu le fa’afetai tele i le mamalu o le atunuu femalagaa’i mo lo outou taupati fai-pa’aga i lenei tausaga o le a mavae atu.  Malo 
onosa’i, malo tauapati.
Momoli atu Mo’omo’oga alofa mo se Kerisimasi Fiafia ma le Tausaga Fou Manuia.
OFISA KONESULA-AOAO SAMOA

SAMOA CONSULATE GENERAL: 
CLOSURE OF THE OFFICE FOR CHRISTMAS 2017 & NEW YEAR 2018

The general public is hereby advised that the Office of the Samoa Consulate-General will be Closed from 12:00 
Noon, Friday, December 22, 2017 until 8:30a.m.,  
Wednesday, January 03, 2018.
The traveling public is therefore urged to arrange for their needed documentation and permits well before closure, to 
avoid disappointment. 
Contact phone numbers and e-mail address remain the same (i.e. phone:  633-5919/633-5920 and email amtvpk1@
gmail.com)

CHANGE OF CLOSING TIME
To assit in facilitating the procurement of documents and entry permits, the Consulate will extend its opening hours by 
Closing at 3:30pm on work days from Friday, December 01, 2017 until Thursday, December 21, 2017.
During closure for Christmas and New Year (December 25, 2017 - January 02, 2018).
For Emergency and extenuating circumstance only:  Please contact the following  
Immigration Officers in Apia:
              1.  To’alepai Valhalla Siaopo Pese:  +685-771-2166
               2.  Taliaoa Falaniko Lesa:  +685-777-4504
We take this opportunity to wish all our clients and the people of American Samoa all the very best for a most happy 
and joyous Christmas, and a safe and successful New Year.

SAMOA CONSULATE-GENERAL

Ex-US deserter to NKorea who 
married Japan abductee dies 

FILE - In this July 18, 2004 file photo, former U.S. Army deserter to North Korea, Charles Jen-
kins, left, escorted by his wife Hitomi Soga, right, and their daughter Mika, center, arrives at Tokyo’s 
Haneda International Airport. Jenkins, who married Soga, a Japanese abductee and lived in Japan 
after their release in the 2000s, has died. He was 77. (AP Photo/Itsuo Inouye, File)

UK banker 
back in Hong 
Kong court for 
murder appeal

HONG KONG (AP) — A 
British banker sentenced to life 
in prison for the gruesome slay-
ings of two Indonesian women 
appeared in a Hong Kong court 
on Tuesday in a bid to appeal 
his conviction.

Lawyers for Rurik Jutting 
presented their arguments in the 
semiautonomous Chinese city’s 
Court of Appeal.They were 
requesting the court’s permis-
sion for an appeal, on the basis 
that the trial judge gave incor-
rect instructions to the jury on 
deciding their verdict.The nine-
person jury last year convicted 
the Cambridge University-edu-
cated Jutting of the 2014 kill-
ings of Seneng Mujiasih, 26, 
and Sumarti Ningsih, 23.The 
case shocked residents of Hong 
Kong, while also highlighting 
wide inequality and seedy 
aspects usually hidden below 
the surface.Jutting, 32, watched 
the proceedings from the dock 
Tuesday, wearing eyeglasses 
with dark frames and a blue 
dress shirt and often leafing 
through a bundle of court docu-
ments as he followed along. 
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DUBLIN (AP) — An Irish 
citizen recently acquitted after 
four years of being imprisoned 
in Egypt says he saw dozens of 
cellmates become radicalized 
and adopt views of the Islamic 
State group during his brutal 
captivity in overcrowded jails.

Ibrahim Halawa, 21, was 
arrested after security forces 
broke up a 2013 sit-in pro-
testing the army’s overthrow 
of an elected Islamist president, 
and was released in October 
after being held in a half-dozen 
detention centers. His experi-
ence provides a unique perspec-
tive on how conditions inside 
Egypt’s notorious prisons have 
degenerated during an unprec-
edented crackdown on dissent.
Born in the Dublin suburb of 
Crumlin to parents of Egyp-
tian descent, Halawa had faced 
death by hanging on charges 
that ranged from inciting vio-
lence to murder, and says 
regular beatings with bars and 
metal chains during captivity 
led him and others to the brink 
of despair.

“In the beginning, no one 
had even heard of Daesh, but by 
the time I left, maybe 20 percent 
were openly supporting their 
ideas,” he said, using the Arabic 
acronym for IS. “It could have 
been just talk — many of them 
were engineers, students and 
doctors who just wanted to get 

home to their families — but 
after all those years of being in 
jail with no explanation, many 
wanted revenge.”

The extremist group boasts 
a powerful affi liate in Egypt’s 
northern Sinai that has stepped 
up attacks in recent years, killing 
hundreds of security forces 
and civilians and expanding 
its reach to the mainland. Last 
month gunmen waving the 
group’s black fl ag killed 300 
people at a Sinai mosque in the 
deadliest terror attack ever car-
ried out in the country.

Authorities have meanwhile 
waged a sweeping crackdown 
on dissent. Human rights groups 
say as many as 60,000 political 
prisoners are being held in 
Egyptian jails, mainly Islamist 
supporters of ousted President 
Mohammed Morsi but also sev-
eral prominent secular activists.

Halawa said prison offi cials 
routinely described him and 
his cellmates as “political pris-
oners,” even writing it on cells 
that were built to hold 10 men 
but were packed with dozens. 
The Egyptian government, 
which has branded Morsi’s 
Muslim Brotherhood group 
a terror organization, denies 
holding any political prisoners.

“The prisons were packed 
— originally there were many 
members of the Muslim Broth-
erhood and April 6 (secular 

youth movement) but new 
people were always coming 
in,” he said. “Toward the end, 
the guards became really rough 
with us because they saw 
people who left were returning 
still politicized, posting their 
views on Facebook.”Halawa 
was detained in the summer of 
2013, just a few days after the 
army cleared out mass protests 
against the overthrow of Morsi, 
whose awkward one-year rule 
divided the country. Hun-
dreds of protesters were killed.
Halawa and his sisters travelled 
regularly to Egypt for vacation, 
and had arrived that summer, 
just after he fi nished secondary 
school exams.“I had no clue 
what was going on in Egypt at 
the time. I went to a few pro-
tests, including anti-Morsi ones, 
but everyone did back then, 
and I wanted to see all sides,” 
he said. Only after friends were 
killed by the military did he 
accept an invitation to speak on 
stage at the main sit-in, where 
he said organizers were inviting 
anyone to address the crowd.

“The place was full of lots 
of simple people who were just 
against military rule.

 like farmers who earned 
($50) a month. And at the 
stage, they were desperate 
for speakers, especially for-
eigners,” he said.

Freed prisoner witnessed 
radicalization in Egyptian jails 

Samoana High School’s sophomore princess for this year’s 
Homecoming court, Samantha Leulu Tupuola with her twin 
brother Samson, during the formal event which was held at the 
Fale Laumei in Utulei earlier this month. [photo: BC]
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tusia: Leua Aiono Frost
I le aoauli o le aso Gafua 

Tesema 11, 2017 na logona ai 
le leo i Rama i totonu o le faiga-
malo a Tutuila ma Manu’a, ua 
amia se tasi sa tula’i mai o se 
poutu toa ma o le fa’auluuluga 
fo’i o le Matagaluega o Alaga-
manuia mo Tagata Lautele 
o le tatou Malo fa’ateritori 
o Amerika Samoa, le tofa 
Taeaoafua Dr. Meki Solomona.

A’o le’i fi lifi lia o ia e avea ma 
Fa’atonu sili o lea matagaluega 
mo le faigamalo a Kovana Lolo 
Moliga Matalasi Moliga ma 
le Sui Kovana Lemanu Peleti 
Mauga i le tausaga e 2013 seia 
o’o mai i lona tu’ua o le malo, 
sa mua’i avea o ia ma Pule o 
Tagata Faigaluega a le Kamu-
pani I’a, Star Kist Samoa Inc. 
mo se vaitaimi umi o lona olaga 
galue i Amerika Samoa nei.

E ese mai lea sa avea o ia 
ma Fa’atonu o le Matagaluega 
o Fefa’ataua’iga i le faiga-
malo a Kovana Uifa’atali Peter 
Coleman ma Lt Kovana o 
Galea’i Poumele. I lona fa’ato’a 
taliu mai ua umia lona tusi 
pasi maualuluga na mua’i avea 
ma Faia’oga i le potu A’oga i 
Samoana High, soso’o lea ma 
le avea ma Pule Lua i Samoana 
High, ae tomuli ai ina ua tofi a e 
avea ma Pule A’oga i le Laumua 
lava i Samoana.

Sa avea fo’i o ia ma Sui 
Tauva mo le tofi  Lutena Kovana 
i le la’ua paga ma le afi oga le 
Aloali’i Afoa Moega Lutu i le 
palotaga o le 2004, o se tauvaga 
fo’i sa iloga le malosi o le la’ua 
taumafaiga. “O se suli e iloga 
lona soifua fi nau, ma e fi nau 

fo’i i mea e lelei ai le atunu’u 
ma ona tagata, e iloga i lana 
tautua mai pisinisi tumaoti e 
o’o lava i lona malo. Ua misia 
e Amerika Samoa se tasi o ona 
atali’i e alofa moni i lona malo 
ma ona tagata.” O se talifuaitau 
lea a le afi oga le Aloali’i  ina 
ua fesiligia i sona taofi , e tusa 
o lona iloa lelei o Taeafua Dr 
Meki Solomona.

O ia o se alo e fa’asino i le 
susuga le Fa’afeagaiga Taulagi 
a le LMS lea ua lauiloa nei o 
le EFKAS, Rev. Si’ulagi Solo-
mona ma le faletua o Fuarosa 
To’alepai - Solomona. O ia na 
soifua a’e i Papua Niu Kini i le 
malo na fa’amisionare ai ona 
matua, i le tala’iga o le Talalelei.

Ua fa’aipoipo o ia i le 
tama’ita’i o Vaofu’aomalo 
Soliai Solomona o Nuuuli 
ma e to’atasi lava lo la’ua 
alo tama’ita’i o Katerina 
Keli’iaione Solomona, lea ua 
toe maua ai fanau a lana fanau 
e to’alua.

Na fa’asuafa matai o ia e lona 
Aiga Sa Faiivae i Leone i lona 
suafa Tulafale o “Taeaofua” 
ma ua iloga ai lana tautua i 
aiga, nu’u, EFKAS i Leone ma 
le itumalo. E i ai fo’i ona tofi  
sa galue ai i totonu o lana lea 
ekalesia i Leone lava, o le Tia-
kono, ae sa failautusi fo’i i lana 
lea ekalesia i nisi vaitausaga  
a’o se tasi e mau fa’atuatuaina i 
so’o se mea e auai ai o se totino.

O ana a’oa’oga na amatalia 
lava i Fagatogo Elementary 
ma Fiailoa Jr High i Utulei. 
Ona tu’ua lea e ia lona malo ae 
malaga e saili lona tusi pasi Tip-
iloma i le Carson High School i 
Kalefonia.

Ona soso’o lea ma lona tau-
mafai i le Kolsi i Kalefonia lava 
mo lona fa’ailoga o le Bach-
elor of Science in Pre-Law i 
le UNiversity of California i 
Riverside. Ina ua mae’a lea sa 
ia sailia lona fa’ailoga Masters 
ma le fa’ailoga Doctrate i le 
Bringham Young University i 
Provo, Utah.

Fa’afetai Taeaoafua mo lou 
sao i alo o Amerika Samoa e 
ala i lou avea ma se faia’oga. 
E le galo au galuega lelei, ma 
e fa’afetaia lau auaunaga e lou 
malo ma ona tagatanu’u.

Tu’ua le Malo Tofa 
Taeaoafua Dr Meki 

Solomona
FA’ATONU SILI - MATAGALUEGA O ALAGAMANUIA 

MO TAGATA LAUTELE {DHSS]

ALL
DAY
Offer good till Dec. 17th

@

O se vaaiga lea i le tausala lalelei mai le vasega o fanau a’oga i Leloaloa ma Aua, i le sailiga tupe 
a le Vasega Fa’aiuaso a le Samoana High lea sa faia i le afi afi  o le aso To’ona’i na te’a nei i le Samoana 
Gymnasium - aofa’iga o le seleni atoa na tu’ufa’atasia e silia i le $13,000. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

Leloaloa & Aua Tausala - 
Samoana Senior Fundraising

We’re here for you! • 633-5599
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tusia Ausage Fausia
O le fa’aiuga a le Vaega 

Iloilo Iuga e fa’atatau i le 
mataupu a Falaniko Stowers lea 
na tuuina ai i le vaiaso na te’a 
nei, na atagia mai ai le taliatonu 
atoatoa o le Vaega Iloilo Iuga, 
e le o Stowers o se tagata sa ia 
fa’atauina atu fualaau fa’asaina, 
le ituaiga o le aisa (metham-
phetamine) e pei ona tu’uaia ai 
o ia e le malo.

I le mae’a ai o le vaiaso 
o faagasolo le Fa’amasinoga 
autu a Stowers, poo Nicole 
fo’i e pei ona iloa ai o ia e le 
to’atele, na tu’uina mai ai loa le 
fa’aiuga a le Vaega Iloilo Iuga, 
e fa’amaonia le moliaga o lona 
umia faasolitulafono o vaega o 
le pauta fa’asaina o le aisa, ae 
le fa’amaonia le moliaga o le 
umia fa’asolitulafono o aisa ma 
le fa’amoemoe e fa’atau pe tulei 
atu i isi tagata.

Na fa’avae le faaiuga a le 
Vaega Iloilo Iuga i mau faa-
maonia sa tuuina atu e le malo 
i luma o le fa’amasinoga, lea 
na taua ai e fa’apea, e 6 straw 
e ta tipi ae o loo i ai fo’i vaega 
o le pauta oona o le aisa i totonu 
na maua e Leoleo i le tino o 
Stowers, ina ua sailia o ia i le 
aso 28 Novema o le tausaga 
na te’a nei.I faafinauga faaiu 
a Loia ao le i tu’uina atu le 
mataupu e iloiloina e le Vaega 
Iloilo Iuga, na matua finau ai 
le loia a le malo ia Woodrow 
Pengelly e fa’atosina finagalo 
o Fa’amasino, i le atoatoa lea 

o mau ua tuuina atu e le malo 
e lagolagoina ai moliaga e lua 
fa’asaga ia Stowers.

Na taua e Pengelly e fa’apea, 
e le gata na maua e Leoleo 
vaega o aisa ia Stowers, ae o 
tagata e toatele ma ta’avale e 
masani ona aga’i atu i le fale 
o Stowers i Fagatogo, o le 
fa’ailoga lea e faamaonia ai sa o 
i latou e fa’amau mai ni aisa ma 
ia Stowers.

O le isi molimau na valaau e 
le malo, o le ali’i e igoa ia Sepu-
lona Sepulona Jr, lea sa ia taua 
le fai ma ana masani le alu e 
fa’atau mai aisa mai ia Stowers 
i le tele o aso, e aofia ai fo’i ma 
le aso lea na loka ai Stowers e 
Leoleo.Na faamatala e Sepu-
lona Jr i lana molimau lona 
masani lelei ia Stowers, aua o le 
tagata lea e masani ona fa’atau 
mai ai ana aisa. O le isi molimau 
na finau le malo i le vaega iloilo 
iuga ina ia taula’i i ai la latou 
silasila, o le molimau a le ali’i 
Masela o le Fa’amasinoga, 
susuga Michael Nix, lea e tuaoi 
lona fale ma le fale o Stowers. 
Na taua e Nix le toatele o tagata 
ma ta’avale e masani ona aga’i 
atu i le fale o Stowers i soo se 
taimi o le aso e fa’atau mai fua-
laau fa’asaina.

Ae na taua e le loia a Stowers 
ia Douglas Fiaui e fa’apea, e 
leai ni aisa na maua e Leoleo 
ia Stowers i le aso 28 Novema 
ina ua latou taofia o ia i luma o 
le Ofisa o Leoleo i Fagatogo. E 
oo lava fo’i i le fale o Stowers 

ina ua su’e ma saili e Leoleo, 
e leai ma ni fualaau fa’asaina 
poo ni fa’ailoga e iloa ai o lo o 
auai Stowers i le umia atoa ai 
ma le fa’atauina atu o fualaau 
faasaina.O tagata e to’atele ma 
ta’avale ia e finau le malo e 
masani ona aga’i atu i le fale 
o Stowers, fai mai lana loia, e 
mafua ona aga’i atu i latou nei 
i le fale a le ua molia, o le fia 
maua lea o se fesoasoani i le 
fa’atumuina o pepa faigaluega 
mai le kamupani a le StarKist 
Samoa, ina ia saili ai ni a latou 
galuega.O se ali’i sa masani ona 
tafao i le fale a Stowers i Faga-
togo o Saua Seiuli, sa ia faailoa 
i le vaega iloilo iuga e fa’apea, 
o tagata ia e masani ona o atu 
i le fale o Stowers, o tagata e 
o atu e avatu numera o Sao-
galemu ma I.D, e fa’atumu ai 
a latou pepa faigaluega.Na taua 
e Fiaui le molimau a le malo 
o Sepulona Jr, o ia o se tagata 
pepelo, na mafua ona alu atu 
i le fa’amasinoga, na alu atu e 
pepelo, ae lei alu atu e molimau 
i le mea moni.I le faaiuga o 
lenei faamasinoga, na talitonu 
ai le vaega iloilo iuga, e sa’o sa 
maua vaega o fualaau faasaina 
ia Stowers, peita’i e lei talitonu 
i latou, o ia o se tagata sa ia 
tulei ma fa’atauina atu fualaau 
fa’asaina i isi tagata.

O le masina o Fepuari o le 
tausaga fou lea ua fa’atulaga e 
lau ai le fa’asalaga a Stowers, 
ma o lo o taofia pea o ia i le 
toese i Tafuna i le taimi nei.

O le keke o le fa’amavaega a le ASCC-BAOA ma latou sui o le a 
fa’au’u i le fa’au’uga a le ASCC i le aso Faraile nei. Sa faia lea aiga 
i le Leture Hall #1 ananafi. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

Talitonu Vaega Iloilo Iuga e le i 
fa’atauina atu e Stowers ni aisa

tusia Ausage Fausia
O le molia ai o in ali’i se 

to’alua i le vaiaso na te’a nei i 
le faia o sauaga fa’asaga i o la 
ta’ito’alua, ua tula’i mai ai le 
to’a 7 o i latou ua taofia e Leoleo 
ma molia e le malo i le faia lea o 
sau’aga faasaga i Tina i totonu o 
le 2 vaiaso ua mavae atu.  O lea 
aofaiga e le o aofia ai le tele o isi 
mataupu i masina ua tuana’i atu 
e fa’atatau i le sauaina o Tina i 
totonu o aiga. 

Na fa’aalia e le loia a le 
malo ia Jillian Sadler i luma o le 
Fa’amasinoga Fa’aitumalo i le 
vaiaso na te’a nei, ina ua tula’i se 
tasi o ali’i e 29 tausaga le matua 
ona o tu’uaiga i lona faia lea o 
sauaga i lona to’alua, e foliga 
mai o le fa’afitauli lea ua moli-
mauina e le malo o lo o mafua 
ai nei solitulafono, e le gata o le 
‘ava malosi ae o le taumafai o le 
Tama ina ia pulea i lona malosi 
le Tina ma i’u ai loa ina tutupu 
fa’alavelave fa’apenei.

O ali’i e to’alua ia na taofia 
ma molia e le malo i le vaiaso 
na te’a nei i le faia o sauaga 
fa’asaga i o la ta’ito’alua, o lo 
o taua i ripoti a Leoleo le a’afia 
uma ai o le ‘ava malosi o nei 
solitulafono.

O le mataupu muamua e 
fa’asaga i le ali’i e 29 tausaga 
le matua mai Otoville, lea o 

lo o tu’uaia i lona fa’aoolima i 
lona to’alua e aofia ai lona toso 
o lona ulu ma taumafai e titina, 
ina ua maua atu e lona to’alua ni 
tagata se to’afa i totonu o le la 
potu moe. 

O ia tagata e toafa o ni 
tama’ita’i se to’alua ma ni ali’i 
se to’alua.

Na taua e le Tina i Leoleo e 
fa’apea, o laua ma lana pepe e 
11 masina na momoe i le fale o 
lana uo, i le taeao na sosoo ai, 
sa ia manatu e alu e asi le latou 
fale. Na faateia o ia ina ua tatala 
atu le faitoto’a o le la potu moe 
ma lona to’alua, o loo tu’u mai 
ai tamaitai e to’alua ma ni ali’i 
se to’alua.

Na tutuli ese e le Tina i latou 
nei mai totonu o le la potu, ae 
na fa’afuase’i ona oso atu lona 
Toalua ma fa’ao’olima loa ia 
te ia.O le isi mataupu na tula’i 
mai i Tafuna i le vaiaso fo’i na 
te’a nei, ina ua fa’ao’olima se 
ali’i e 35 tausaga le matua i lona 
to’alua, ina ua ‘ona atu i le fale e 
le o i ai le fafine ma lana fanau. 
Na iloa mulimuli ane e le ua 
molia, na alu atu le uso o lona 
to’alua ma piki mai lona to’alua 
ma le fanau ona latou ta’amilo 
lea mo sina ti’eti’ega i luga o le 
auala.

O le toe fo’i atu ai o le fafine 
ma lana fanau, na tula’i mai ai 

loa le vevesi. Na taua i ripoti a 
Leoleo, o le vevesi na amata i se 
tauga upu, sosoo ai lava ma le 
fa’ao’olima o le ua molia i lona 
to’alua ma manu’a ai vaega o 
lona tino.

O lo o molia uma i latou 
nei i moliaga mama ta’i 2 o 
le faatupu vevesi i totonu o le 
aiga atoa ai ma le fa’ao’olima 
i le tulaga tolu. O le faaiuga o 
le masina nei lea ua fa’atulaga 
e toe valaau ai mataupu a i laua 
nei i luma o le fa’amasinoga.

O le 2 vaiaso talu ai na faasala 
ai e le fa’amasinoga faaitumalo 
se ali’i e 38 tausaga le matua e 
nofovaavaaia mo le 12 masina, 
ina ua ta’usala o ia i le moliaga 
o le faaoolima i le tulaga tolu, 
e mafua mai i le fa’alavelave 
lea na ia fa’ao’olima ai i lona 
to’alua a o matamata i ai lana 
fanau e to’a 2.

O ni isi o tuutuuga o le nofo-
vaavaaia a le ali’i lea, e le gata 
ua fa’asa ona ia toe taumafai e 
faafesootai lona to’alua, ae ua 
faasa fo’i ona ia toe faia i ai ni 
uiga e fa’amata’u ai le fafine ma 
lana fanau.

E pei ona manino i taualu-
maga o mataupu a i latou uma 
nei e to’atolu, ua mae’a ona 
faila e o latou ta’ito’alua talo-
saga i luma o le fa’amasinoga e 
aloaia ai le tete’e fa’aletulafono.

Faatupulaia i latou e molia i le 
faia o sau’aga fa’asaga i Tina

O le ulugali’i fou na fa’aipoipo i le fa’aiuga o le vaiaso na te’a nei 
i San Jose i Kalefonia, le ali’i talavou mai Iliili, Amerika Samoa 
Sean Tumanuvao ma lana manamea, e faigaluega uma i la’ua o 
Malu o le Malo i le San Jose Police. [ata: foa’i]
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tusia: Leua Aiono Frost
AIGA A LE ASCC-

BAOA FANAU FA’AU’U 
E TO’ALIMA- “AUA 
LE ATUATUvALE, IA 

TALITONU!”
O le aso ananafi sa fa’atautaia 

ai le ‘aiga fa’amavae a le 
ASCC-BAOA, po’o le Sosaiete 
a le Fanau A’oga o tau’avea 
mataupu fa’apisinisi ma le latou 
Asosi, Faia’oga ma le pulega 
a le tatou Kolisi Tu’ufa’atasi o 
Amerika Samoa.

O lea aiga sa faia lea i le 
Lecture Room #1 ma sa auai 
uma lava fa’auluuluga o vaega 
ta’itasi e lima a le Kolisi, 
fa’apea le latou sui fa’asalalau 
atoa ai ma le Asosi atoa a le 
BAOA. “O lenei fa’amoemoe o 
se fa’amavaega aloa’ia lenei a le 
BAOA ma le Kolisi Tu’ufaatasi 
ma outou, o sui o le a fa’au’u, 
ma tu’ua fo’i le tatou Kolisi 
ae alofaiva i sailiga o tusi pasi 
maualuluga i Iunivesite i fafo, 
po’o le aga’i atu fo’i e saili 
avanoa faigaluega, pe toe fo’i 
mai ina ia fa’aauau sailiga o 
nisi fa’ailoga i le tatou kolisi 
nei.” O se fa’amatalaga lea a 
le tama’ita’i fa’auluulu o le 
Vaega o Mataupu Fa’apisinisi 
a le Kolisi, Dr Faofua Va’apu’u 
Fa’ato’afe.

“Ao tou sauni mo le tou 
fa’au’uga, e ao ina fa’atofa 
aloa’ia atu o outou uso ma tua-
gane nei o lo’o totoe i le tatou 
Asosi a le BAOA, ina ia tamau 
pea le so’otaga ma outou, 
aua e ao ina fa’aauau a tatou 
fa’amaumauga, o a outou sailiga 
ma o latou fua iloga i le lumana’i. 
Aua ne’i galo Ierusalema ia te 
outou. O Ierusalema lava lenei, 
pe afai e mafaufau i le tulaga o 
le amata ai ona a’oa’oina oe, o 
le tagata tuto’atasi i au sailiga 
ma le tapenaga o lou tagata 
ua matua le mafaufau, ma faia 

ana fa’aiuga talafeagai ma lou 
lumana’i.”

O le susuga Dr Faofua 
Fa’atoafe, na malaga i fafo 
mo lona taotoga o ona fofoga, 
peita’i, ua toe maua sina malosi 
e toe taliu mai ai ma fa’amae’a 
tapenaga uma mo latou sui 
fa’au’u nei e to’alima o lenei 
tausaga a’oga, ina ia fa’au’u. 
O le isi lea vala o le aiga fiafia 
fa’atasi ma ia, aua e le mailoa le 
lumana’i.

Sa i ai ni ta’aloga sa fa’ataoto 
ina ia so’ofa’atasi loto o le tau-
pulega a le Kolisi ma le BAOA, 
sa tufa atu ai nai fasi pepa, ua 
mae’a tusia ai se mana’oga 
fa’apitoa mo sui iloga ta’itasi o 
le Pulega sa auai. O le mana’oga 
i le tina o lo’o pulea auaunaga 
mo le fanau a’oga i le Kolisi, 
Emelia Le’i, sa mana’omia ai 
ona siva i so’o se ituaiga siva 
lava o lo ua agava’a ai. Peita’i sa 
filifili Emelia e siva fa’asamoa. 
Matagofie lona sao. O Lina 
Scanlan, sa mana’omia ona ia 
talatala ma fa’ailoa mai, pe na 
fa’apefea ona fetaui ma lona 
to’alua po’o lana manamea o 
pele ia te ia. E ui ina faigata, ae 
sa fa’amatala e ia, “O le ma’ua 
fa’ato’a fetaui ma fa’amasani 
ma lo’u to’alua, o le pele ia te 
a’u e o’o mai i le taimi nei, sa 
ma fetaui i le lotoa a le Malisi 
i Malaeloa. Na ma fetaui o la’u 
fesili na muamua lava fai i ai, Pe 
aisea ua le alu ai i le a’oga?”

E tusa ai ma aga o e faipi-
sinisi, “Ia e iloa ona fa’amasani 
vave, ma ia vave ona e feso’ota’i 
i so’o se tagata ina ia mafai ona 
fa’alauuluola i ai pisinisi ona 
o feso’ota’iga lelei ma isi e 
to’atele.”

Ina ua maea sa faia se taaloga 
a le fanau BAOA ae maise o i 
latou e to’alima o le a fa’au’u, sa 
faia ai le nofoa e saofa’i ai pe a 
pe le pese o taina. O lea ta’aloga 

sa malo ai le tama’ita’i fa’au’u o 
Maggie Iosefo mai Aua.

O le ‘aiga sa tufatufaina 
mai ina ua mae’a lea sao o i 
latou fa’au’u. Ao tufa mai le 
mea tausami sa faia se ta’aloga 
ina ia matea e le au fa’au’u 
le tausaga ma le nofoaga sa 
mua’i fa’atuina ai le Kolisi 
Tu’ufa’atasi o Amerika Samoa. 
O i la’ua na mauaina tali, sa 
maua fa’ailoga tupe ta’i $20. O 
le tali o ia fesili, na fa’atulna le 
Kolisi Tu’ufa’atasi o Amerika 
Samoa i le tausaga e 1970, ae 
o le nofoaga sa mua’i faia ai 
a’oga o le Fale’ai lea e i ai nei o 
le Samoana High School.”

“E lelei ona outou iloa lea 
fa’amaumauga taua mo outou i 
lo outou tu’ua ai o le ASCC ae 
ia tou toe taliu mai, ma fa’aleleia 
atili le tatou Kolisi Tu’ufa’atasi 
e ala i la outou tautua.” O se isi 
lea tima’i a Dr Fa’atoafe.

Na tufatufaina fo’i Tusi Pasi 
o sui fa’ai’uaso nei e to’alima 
mai le BAOA, i le taimi lava 
a’o faia le ‘aiga. O le tama’ita’i 
peresetene o le Kolisi, Mrs Ros-
evonne Pato sa ia taua’aoina 
tusi pasi a’o tolaulauina suafa 
o i latou ua agava’a ai e Dr 
Fa’atoafe. Ina ua mae’a sa 
tu’uina se avanoa matagofie 
mo le saunoaga a le tama’ita’i 
Peresetene i lea vasega o fanau 
fa’au’u a le vasega fa’apisinisi a 
le Kolisi.

“O le tou vasega ua i ai fanau 
ua sili ona maoa’e lo latou sao 
i totonu o le Kolisi i tausaga 
ta’itasi. Peita’i i lenei lava 
tausaga, o outou e to’alima o 
lo’o aofia uma o sui totino o le 
Phi Beta Kappa, pe o le Sosaiete 
a Fanau A’oga e Maualuluga 
Togi i mataupu o tau’avea. 
Fa’afetai mo lo outou sao i lenei 
tausaga i galuega fa’atino a le 
fanau a’oga i le tatou Kolisi, ua 
fa’aauau pea ona talia i tatou 

ma pasia lo tatou agava’a o se 
Kolisi e mafai ona ulufale atu o 
tatou sui i iunivesite ma kolisi o 
le Iunaite Setete o Amerika.”

“E tatau ia te’i tatou uma ona 
patipatia le sao o outou faia’oga, 
ona o le aoaoina lelei o outou i 
agava’a e tatau ma tusa ai ma 
tagata faipisinisi pe tausaili 
fa’ailoga i mataupu fa’apisinisi. 
Fa’afetai tele mo lo outou agaga 
i le tatou Kolisi. O le toe upu, 
aua nei galo mai le Kolisi ma i 
matou i a outou taumafaiga. A 
manuia logo mai, ia matou iloa 
lava sina tala ia te outou. Aua 
nei galo ona toe fo’i mai, ia fai 
sou sao mo le tatou a’oga ma 
lou malo ma aiga.”

I le toe taimi o Dr Faofua, 
sa ia fa’ailoa mai ai, “O le 
to’alima o nei sui uma o le a 
fa’au’u, e tofusia ma fa’ailoga 
taua e fa e tutusa lelei, ae ese ai 
le fa’ailoga e tasi mo le sui ua 
silisili ona togi uma i mataupu 
sa latou tau’avea. O le a fa’ato’a 
fa’alauiloa lea tulaga i le aso o 
le fa’au’uga.”

“Afai e tautoa’ia lou Sa i fita 
ma fa’afitauli o le olaga tau-
mafai i sailiga, ia manatua upu 
e lima ua mae’a a’oa’oina ai 
outou, “AUA le atuatuvale, ia 
Talitonu!” O lo’o soifua le Atua 
na te puipui ma fa’amalosi ia te 
oe i le ala.”

TAUSALA SAILI TUPE 
vASEGA FA’AIUASO 

SAMOANA - ASO 
TOONA’I:

O le afiafi o le aso To’ona’i sa 
tapena mai ai aiga ma le vasega 
fa’aiuaso a le Samoana High 
School mo le latou fa’amoemoe 
e saili tupe aua mea fa’atino a le 
vasega fa’aiuaso o lenei tausaga 
a’oga. 

Na fa’atautaia lea sailiga 
tupe i le faia lea o siva a 
afio’aga ta’itasi ma lalafo ai le 
alofa tula’i o matua ma aiga ae 
maise o le PTA atoa fo’i a le 
Samoana, lea sa latou sapaia le 
fa’amoemoe i le Laumua o le 
Malie o le Moana..

I le fa’aiuga ai o le 
fa’amoemoe i se tu’ufa’atasiga 
fo’i sa fa’ailoa mai e nisi o le 
laulau a faia’oga ma matua, na 
tu’ufa’atasia ai le $13,000.+ 

mai lea lava taumafaiga.
E leai se isi afioaga ma 

fanau a’oga ma latou aiga na 
fa’atamala, e fa’afetaia ai le 
lima foa’i o matua ma aiga ae 
maise le lasilasi na auai o uo 
ma aumea mamae a le vasega 
fa’ai’uaso.

O tausala sa fa’alauiloa 
mai na tu’ufa’atasia Faga’alu, 
Gataivai ma Utulei, ma sa sau-
saunoa ai le alo tama’ita’i o le 
afioga le Aloali’i Afoa Moega 
Lutu, Karlinna Sanchez mo 
le latou tausala. O le tausala a 
Fagatogo, Tausala fo’i Pago 
Pago, Tu’ufa’atasia lea o le 
tausala a Aua ma Leloaloa ona e 
le to’atele fanau fa’au’u mai na 
afio’aga. O Afono ma Vatia sa 
fa’atasi fo’i a latou tausala, ae 
ese ai le Tausala ma le afio’aga 
o Fagasa.

9 SUAFA MATAI FA’AA’E 
FAIGANU’U A UTULEI 
- TAUTUA AI AIGA & 

AFIO’AGA & EKALESIA:
O le aso To’ona’i fo’i sa poto 

ai le Auaiga Sa Afoa Lutu i le 
faletalimalo i Tanumaleu mo le 
latou ava o feiloa’iga, ava usu 
ina ia tapa ipu ai suafa Matai ua 
mae’a filifilia suli e tau’avea mo 
le pa’ia o aiga.

O i latou na filifili, sa latou 
manana’o ina ia amatalia le 
latou auaunaga i le pa’ia o 
aiga, le afio’aga, le itumalo ma 
Ekalesia o lo’o auai i latou e 
ala i o latou suafa ua fa’ae’e ia i 
latou papa.

O i latou na tapa ipu e to’alua 
suafa Tamali’i: Taimalietane 
Christinna Lutu ma Laulusa 
Roy Laulusa.

O suafa Tulafale ua aofia ai 
le to’afitu o i latou: 

Moti’a Cinta Brown, Seu-
fagafaga Vaimoe, Autiapula 
Fusi, Malopa’o Akenese 
Nikolao, Saiavai Elinor Lutu, 
Lenaleoimaota Simeonica ma 
Falefatu Kimberly Lutu.

I le latou o’o ai i le faiganu’u 
mai lo latou Aiga Sa Afoa 
Lutu, ua latou ofo e tausia lelei 
aiga, vagaia mea uma e ao ina 
fa’atino i totonu o le fatuaiga 
fa’apea ma le afio’aga i Utulei 
ma Fagatogo. 

O se toe ata fa’atasi lea o ali’i ma tama’ita’i faia’oga o Kosi Fa’apisinisi i le ASCC, o lo’o tutula’i mai tua, ma le vasega o fanau fa’au’u ua tofusia ma tusi pasi mai le 
ASCC BAOA e fa’ailo ai lo latou sao i a latou mea uma na fa’atino, ae maise togi maualuluga i mataupu na tau’avea i le vaitau atoa na a’o’oga ai.

  [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]
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NEW YORK (AP) — Donald Trump sailed 
past a raft of allegations of sexual misconduct in 
last year’s presidential election.

Now the national #MeToo spotlight is turning 
back to Trump and his past conduct. Several of 
his accusers are urging Congress to investigate 
his behavior, and a number of Democratic law-
makers are demanding his resignation.

With each day seeming to bring new head-
lines that force men from positions of power, 
the movement to expose sexual harassment has 
forced an unwelcome conversation on the White 
House. In a heated exchange with reporters in the 
White House briefi ng room on Monday, press 
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders steadfastly 
dismissed accusations against the Republican 
president and suggested the issue had already 
been litigated in Trump’s favor on Election Day.

But to Trump’s accusers, the rising #MeToo 
movement is an occasion to ensure he is at last 
held accountable.

“It was heartbreaking last year. We’re private 
citizens and for us to put ourselves out there to try 
and show America who this man is and how he 
views women, and for them to say, ‘Eh, we don’t 
care,’ it hurt,” Samantha Holvey said Monday. 
The former beauty queen claimed that Trump 
ogled her and other Miss USA pageant contes-
tants in their dressing room in 2006.

“Let’s try round two,” she said. “The environ-
ment’s different. Let’s try again.”

Holvey was one of four women to make her 
case against Trump on Monday, both in an NBC 
interview and then in a news conference. Rachel 
Crooks, a former Trump Tower receptionist who 
said the celebrity businessman kissed her on the 
mouth in 2006 without consent, called for Con-
gress to “put aside party affi liations and investi-
gate Trump’s history of sexual misconduct.”

“If they were willing to investigate Sen. 
Franken, it’s only fair that they do the same for 
Trump,” Crooks said.

Franken, the Democratic senator from Minne-
sota, announced last week that he would resign 
amid an ethics probe into accusations that he 
sexually harassed several women. Reps. John 
Conyers, D-Mich., and Trent Franks, R-Ariz., 
also resigned after misconduct accusations.

But a Capitol Hill investigation into Trump’s 
conduct appears unlikely. The Senate and House 
Ethics Committees investigate members of Con-
gress, not presidents, and Republican-led com-
mittees are not apt to investigate Trump on sexual 
misconduct unless there is some sort of connec-
tion to the ongoing Russia probe.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said Congress 
shouldn’t investigate the allegations against 

Trump.
“I don’t think there’s any forum for us to do 

that,” he said. “Just think about how that could 
be abused.”

Nonetheless, several Democratic senators 
have seized the moment and called for Trump to 
step down.

“President Trump should resign,” New York 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand told CNN on Monday. 
“These allegations are credible; they are 
numerous. I’ve heard these women’s testimony, 
and many of them are heartbreaking.”

New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker and Oregon 
Sen. Jeff Merkley have also called on Trump to 
resign.

White House aides have warily watched the 
movement sweep Capitol Hill, opting to repeat 
rote denials about allegations against the presi-
dent. The president’s advisers were stunned 
Sunday when one of the highest-ranking women 
in the Trump administration broke with the 
White House line and said the accusers’ voices 
“should be heard.”“They should be heard, and 
they should be dealt with,” Nikki Haley, the 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, said in a 
CBS interview. “And I think we heard from them 
before the election. And I think any woman who 
has felt violated or felt mistreated in any way, 
they have every right to speak up.”

Haley’s comments infuriated the president, 
according to two people who are familiar with 
his views but who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they aren’t authorized to speak 
publicly about private conversations. Trump has 
grown increasingly angry in recent days that the 
accusations against him have resurfaced, telling 
associates that the charges are false and drawing 
parallels to the accusations facing Republican 
Alabama Senate candidate Roy Moore.

Sixteen women have come forward with a 
range of accusations against Trump, many after 
the release of the “Access Hollywood” tape last 
October in which Trump was caught on an open 
microphone bragging about groping women. One 
woman, Summer Zevos, a contestant on Trump’s 
reality show, “The Apprentice,” sued, contending 
that Trump’s denials of her accusations amount 
to false and defamatory statements.

Jessica Leeds, who appeared at Monday’s 
news conference, recalled sitting on an airplane 
next to Trump in the 1970s when he began to 
fondle her.“All of a sudden, he’s all over me. 
Kissing and groping, groping and kissing,” she 
said. “Nothing was said. It was just this silent 
groping going on.”Trump denied the allegations 
during the campaign, and Sanders did the same 
Monday.

Rachel Crooks, left , Jessica Leeds, center, and Samantha Holvey attend a news conference, 
Monday, Dec. 11, 2017, in New York to discuss their accusations of sexual misconduct against 
Donald Trump. Th e women, who fi rst shared their stories before the November 2016 election, called 
for a congressional investigation into Trump’s alleged behavior.  (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)

#MeToo spotlight increasingly 
pointed at past Trump conduct 
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Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone No: (684) 248-1234, Option #5
Email: humanresource@aspower.com
Website: www.aspower.com

APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
The American Samoa Power Authority announces an excellent opportunity for 
young technically minded individuals who want a challenging, profitable career in 
American Samoa.
ASPA is looking for its next generation of technicians and engineers.  Over the 
next few years, ASPA will be developing young technicians and engineers for 
key positions within the organization.  It needs skilled specialists in a number of 
fields.
ASPA will provide employment and professional training for successful appli-
cants.  Apprentices will receive training both on the job and in formal apprentice-
ship classes.  Qualified apprentices will receive an all-expense paid education at a 
technical school or university in Fiji or equivalent.  Applicants must be willing to 
commit to spending 2 – 3 years off-island in pursuit of a diploma or degree.  The 
focus for this apprentice program will be on mechanical and electrical trades or a 
related field.
Selected apprentices will be employed by ASPA in preparation for the academic 
session starting in February 2018.

Applicants must have the following qualifications:
Educational Requirements: High School graduate (minimum); Associate degree 

or better preferred.  Must have a “B” or better grade 
average in the following courses: 

 (1) Physics, Chemistry, General Science
 (2) Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus
 (3) English (TOEFL score of 600 or better)
Skills and Aptitudes: Intermediate level computer skills.  Ability to work 

independently, disciplined, self-starter, technically 
minded (confirmed by required references).Other 
desirable skills include hand-eye coordination, motor 
skills, attention to detail, and work well in a team 
environment.

Citizenship: US National or Citizen.
Testing: All applicants will be required to complete ASPA’s internal 

testing for science and math ability.
Salary will be based on the technical area and job duties assigned.
Applicants must complete an ASPA Employment Application Form and provide two 
written references.  The form is available at ASPA Human Resource Office in Tafuna or via 
ASPA’s website at www.aspower.com
All application information, including school records and references, will be subject to 
verification as part of the screening process.
Deadline for submitting applications is 4pm on Friday, December 8, 2017.  

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

This ad has been revised as of 11/30/2017.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday will try to sell the 
American people on an unpop-
ular Republican tax overhaul 
that his administration claims 
will generate a large part of 
$1.8 trillion in new revenue — 
a fi gure that a top Democratic 
lawmaker dismissed as “fake 
math.”

Trump’s pitch will focus on 
how the GOP tax reform plan 
will lead to a brighter future 
for taxpayers and their fami-
lies, according to spokeswoman 
Lindsay Walters. House and 
Senate negotiators are rushing 
to fi nalize a bill and deliver 
the measure to Trump before 
Christmas.

Trump and Republican 
leaders in Congress have pro-
moted the massive tax plan 
by promising the tax cuts will 
boost the economy. Their idea 
is that growth sparked by the 
legislation will let the tax cuts 
pay for themselves and not bal-
loon the $20 trillion defi cit.

Public polling shows many 
Americans are unhappy with the 
proposal. The House and Senate 
tax bills combine steep tax cuts 
for corporations with more 
modest reductions for individ-
uals.The administration’s rosy 
estimate of new revenue from 
the tax plan over 10 years is a 
lot higher than nonpartisan con-
gressional analysts have pro-
jected. The Joint Committee on 
Taxation estimates that growth 
stimulated by the anticipated 
tax cuts will generate some 
$408 billion in additional tax 
revenue over 10 years.The new 
Treasury Department analysis 
says about half the expected 
increase in economic growth 
likely will result from tax bene-
fi ts for corporations. Trump and 
the Republicans have insisted 
that businesses will use the tax 
savings to invest and create new 
jobs.

According to the Treasury 
analysis, the other half of new 
revenue will come from tax 
reductions for individuals and 
businesses whose profi ts are 
reported on owners’ personal 
income tax returns, as well as 
from planned administration 
initiatives such as infrastruc-
ture development and a welfare 
overhaul.

The analysis includes an 
assumption that tax cuts and 
other administration policies 
would cause the economy to 
expand at a 2.9 percent annual 
pace over 10 years. Economic 
growth at that level would, in 
theory, be enough to keep the 
national debt from rising.

But most analyses have con-
cluded that the tax overhaul 
would add at least $1 trillion 
to budget defi cits in the next 
decade because the analyses 
foresee signifi cantly less growth 
resulting from the tax cuts.

Senate Democratic Leader 
Chuck Schumer called the 
administration’s analysis 
“nothing more than one page of 
fake math.”

“It’s clear the White House 
and Republicans are grasping at 

straws to prove the unprovable 
and garner votes for a bill that 
nearly every single independent 
analysis has concluded will 
blow up the defi cit and generate 
almost no additional economic 
activity to make up for it,” 
Schumer said.

The estimates by Treasury 
and the Joint Committee on 
Taxation apply specifi cally to 
the Senate bill. Underlining 
the divergent estimates, the 
congressional tax committee 
released an analysis of the 
House bill late Monday pro-
jecting suffi cient growth to 
generate $483 billion in new 
revenue.

Republicans are determined 
to deliver the fi rst revamp of 
the nation’s tax code in three 
decades and prove they can 
govern after their failure to dis-
mantle Barack Obama’s health 
care law.GOP leaders in Con-
gress aim to iron out differences 
between the $1.5 trillion House 
and Senate tax bills to pass a 
fi nal blended package.

Rep. Kevin Brady, who heads 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee and is a key leader 
in the House-Senate compro-
mise discussions, said Monday 
they were moving toward a vote 
on the fi nal package next week. 
Still, key issues appeared to 
remain unresolved.

“I’m pleased with the prog-
ress we’re making,” Brady, 
R-Texas, told reporters. “We 
still have work to do.”

The only issue for which 
Brady noted a fi rm commitment 
was repeal of the inheritance tax 
on multimillion-dollar estates, a 
benefi t for ultra-wealthy Ameri-
cans. “In the House, we feel very 
strongly about fully repealing 
the estate tax,” he said.

House Majority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., 
suggested Sunday that the law-
makers may be open to adopting 
the Senate bill’s preservation of 
the current $1 million limit for 
the mortgage interest deduc-
tion rather than reducing it to 
$500,000 as the House bill 
does. He also indicated a pos-
sible move to fully eliminate 
the alternative minimum tax, 
aimed at ensuring that wealthy 
individuals and corporations 
pay a fair share of taxes. The 
Senate bill retains the AMT for 
corporations.

Brady said, “These are all 
elements that we’re looking at 
right now.”

Republican leaders have 
struggled to placate GOP law-
makers from high-tax states 
like California, New York and 
New Jersey whose constitu-
ents would be hit hard by the 
elimination of the prized federal 
deduction for state and local 
taxes. Repeal of the deduction 
added up to $1.3 trillion in rev-
enue over a decade that could 
be used for deep tax cuts.

Lawmakers fi nally settled on 
a compromise in both bills — 
full repeal of the state and local 
deductions for income and sales 
taxes, but homeowners would 
be able to deduct up to $10,000 
in local property taxes.

Trump administration gives tax 
overhaul plan rosy assessment 

President Donald Trump gives a thumbs up as he walks with Vice President Mike Pence as he 
departs Capitol Hill in Washington, Th ursday, Nov. 16, 2017. Trump urged House Republicans 
Th ursday to approve a near $1.5 trillion tax overhaul as the party prepared to drive the measure 
through the House. Across the Capitol, Democrats pointed to new numbers showing the Senate ver-
sion of the plan would boost taxes on lower and middle-income Americans. 

  (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A government watchdog on 
Monday urged the Education 
Department to resume the pro-
cess of forgiving student loans 
for tens of thousands Ameri-
cans who were defrauded by 
for-profi t colleges.

The Offi ce of Inspector 
General, an independent body 
within the education agency, 
recommended in a report that 
the department restart “review, 
approval, and discharge pro-
cess” for defrauded studs.

The group also recom-
mended that the department 
establish timeframes for consid-
ering the claims and “develop 
controls to ensure timeframes 
are met.” The report also noted 
that the department has sig-
nifi cantly shrunk the staff of its 
unit the processes these claims, 
from 19 contracted staff, on 
top of attorneys, in November 
2016, to just six contracted staff 
in September 2017.Liz Hill, 
press secretary at the Educa-
tion Department said the report 
exposed the faults of the Obama 
administration.“The OIG report 
confi rms the previous adminis-
tration did not establish an ade-
quate adjudication process for 
borrower defense claims,” Hill 
said in a statement. “The desire 

to avoid denying claims or adju-
dicating complicated claims left 
thousands of students in limbo.

Hill added that Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos, is 
working “to put a process in 
place that provides a consis-
tent and reliable way to adjudi-
cate pending borrower defense 
claims, provide fair relief to 
defrauded students, and also 
protect taxpayers.”DeVos 
has come under criticism for 
stalling the review of over 
95,000 claims for loan cancel-
lations. The agency has not 
approved a single claim during 
her time in offi ce and DeVos’ 
critics charge that she is looking 
out for the interests of the for-
profi t industry, rather than col-
leges. DeVos says she needs 
time to put together new rules 
for how loans are forgiven that 
would be fair to students, but 
also prevent any potential abuse 
of the system.The AP reported 
in October that the department 
is considering abandoning the 
Obama-era practice of full loan 
forgiveness in favor of partial 
relief.

The department has halted 
Obama-era revisions to the pro-
cess of loan forgiveness that 
boosted protections for stu-
dents, citing pending litigation. 

Education Department 
urged to resume loan 

cancellations 

FILE - In this June 6, 2017, fi le photo, Education Secretary Betsy DeVos testifi es on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. Two women who claim they were defrauded by a New York for-profi t college are suing 
the Education Department and a private lender in a case their lawyers hope will off er a new legal 
remedy for tens of thousands of students frustrated with the agency’s inaction on loan forgiveness 
claims.  (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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FILE - In this March 27, 2008 fi le photo, the Pentagon is seen in this aerial view in Washington. 
A Pentagon offi  cial tells Th e Associated Press that transgender people can enlist in the military 
beginning Jan. 1, despite President Donald Trump’s opposition. Th e new policy refl ects growing legal 
pressure on the issue. Potential transgender recruits will have to overcome a lengthy and strict set of 
physical, medical and mental conditions that make it possible, although diffi  cult, for them to join the 
armed services.  (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Transgender recruits will be 
allowed to enlist in the military 
beginning Jan. 1, the Pentagon 
said Monday, as President 
Donald Trump’s ordered ban 
suffered another legal setback.

The new policy refl ects the 
diffi cult hurdles the federal gov-
ernment would have to cross to 
enforce Trump’s demand ear-
lier this year to bar transgender 
individuals from the military.

Three federal courts have 
ruled against the ban, including 
one Monday in Washington 
state.

In October, U.S. District 
Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly 
barred the Trump administra-
tion from proceeding with its 
plan to exclude transgender 
people from military service. 
Part of the effect of the ruling 
was that the military would be 
required to allow transgender 
people to enlist beginning Jan. 
1.

The government had asked 
Kollar-Kotelly to put the Jan. 
1 date on hold while they 
appealed her full ruling but she 
declined Monday, reaffi rming 
the Jan. 1 start date. Department 
of Justice spokeswoman Lauren 
Ehrsam said Monday evening 
that the department will ask a 
federal appeals court to put on 
hold the Jan. 1 requirement “as 
we evaluate next steps.”

Potential transgender recruits 

will have to overcome a lengthy 
and strict set of physical, med-
ical and mental conditions that 
could make it diffi cult for them 
to join the armed services.

Maj. David Eastburn, a 
Pentagon spokesman, said 
the enlistment of transgender 
recruits will begin next month 
and proceed amid legal battles. 
The Defense Department also 
is doing a review, which is 
expected to carry into 2018.

Eastburn told The Associ-
ated Press on Monday that the 
new guidelines mean the Pen-
tagon can disqualify potential 
recruits with gender dysphoria, 
a history of medical treatments 
associated with gender tran-
sition and those who under-
went reconstruction. But such 
recruits are allowed in if a med-
ical provider certifi es they’ve 
been clinically stable in their 
preferred sex for 18 months and 
are free of signifi cant distress or 
impairment in social, occupa-
tional or other important areas.

Transgender individuals 
receiving hormone therapy 
must be stable on their medica-
tion for 18 months.

The requirements make it 
challenging for a transgender 
recruit to pass. But they mirror 
concerns President Barack 
Obama’s administration laid 
out when the Pentagon initially 
lifted its ban on transgender ser-
vice last year.

Pentagon to allow transgender 
people to enlist in military 
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NEW YORK (AP) — The 
arrest of a Bangladeshi immi-
grant accused of making a 
homemade pipe bomb and set-
ting it off in the New York 
subway system has led to dis-
cussion of the nation’s immi-
gration system, with Presi-
dent Donald Trump repeating 
his refrain that it needs to be 
overhauled in favor of more 
restrictions.

What you should know:
___

THE BOMBING SUSPECT
Authorities have identifi ed 

the bombing suspect as 27-year-
old Akayed Ullah. Originally 
from Bangladesh, he arrived in 
the United States in 2011 and 
was living in Brooklyn. The 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity says he’s a lawful perma-
nent resident of the U.S.

___
HOW HE GOT HERE:
Ullah came to the U.S. on 

an F43 visa, issued to him 
through his family connection 
to an American citizen. The 
American immigration system 
allows citizens to apply for cer-
tain relatives — spouses, chil-
dren, parents, siblings and their 
spouses and minor children — 
to be allowed to come and live 
in the U.S. The visas fall under 

different preferences, or catego-
ries; siblings of U.S. citizens 
come in the fourth preference, 
the F4, and their children come 
under F43s.

___
WHAT’S THE HISTORY?

Since a law change in 1965 
loosened what had been a very 
restrictive system, America’s 
immigration policy has been 
based around giving prefer-
ence to people with advanced 
education or skills or those with 
family ties to U.S. citizens. 
What that has meant is that as 
immigrants from places like 
Asia and Latin America started 
coming to the U.S. in larger 
numbers and became citizens, 
they applied for their family 
members to join them. Once 
naturalized, those brought in 
were able to then sponsor their 
own relatives.

___
WHAT’S THE CONCERN?

Those who favor restric-
tions on immigration are in 
strong opposition to that kind of 
linked migration. It’s an issue 
that’s been brought up in pro-
posed immigration reform leg-
islation before. U.S. Sen. Tom 
Cotton, of Arkansas, and U.S. 
Sen. David Perdue, of Georgia, 
both Republicans, have most 

recently proposed the RAISE 
Act, which would limit the 
number of permanent-resident 
visas and do away with the 
ability of citizens to bring over 
relatives other than spouses 
and minor children. Immigrant 
advocates have called the bill an 
attack on immigrants.

___
WHAT TRUMP SAYS

Trump has made who’s 
allowed into the United States 
a centerpiece of his presidency, 
in the form of banning residents 
from certain countries from 
traveling to the U.S., calling for 
the construction of a wall along 
the Mexican border and limiting 
the number of refugees allowed 
in.

After Monday morning’s 
subway explosion, which seri-
ously injured Ullah but no one 
else, Trump issued a state-
ment saying, “America must 
fi x its lax immigration system, 
which allows far too many 
dangerous, inadequately vetted 
people to access our country. 
Today’s terror suspect entered 
our country through extended-
family chain migration, which 
is incompatible with national 
security.”Trump, a Republican, 
has voiced his support of the 
RAISE Act.

Subway blast arrest leads to 
discussion of immigration rules 

Th is undated photo provided by the New York City Taxi and 
Limousine Commission shows Akayed Ullah, the suspect in the 
explosion near New York’s Times Square on Monday, Dec. 11, 
2017. Ullah is suspected of strapping a pipe bomb to his body and 
setting off  the crude device in a passageway under 42nd Street 
between Seventh and Eighth Avenues, injuring himself and a few 
others.  (New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission via AP)
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 Teacher School Grade level/ deparTmenT
1 abby drenth a.p. lutali elementary School  l-6
2 Sina alapati-mata’afa Siliaga elementary School l-7
3 Saena Fruean lauli’i elementary School l-7
4 Quijano Taotua manulele elementary School l-6
5 valasi Finauga masefau elementary School l-1
6 mekelian Tia Tafuna elementary School l-3
7 asofa’afetai letalu lupelele elementary School l-4

Quote: “Teaching is more than imparting knowledge; it is inspiring change.” - William Arthur Ward

ASDOE November 2017 Most Valuable Teachers of the Month
American Samoa Department of Education Congratulates and Acknowledges the following 

teachers in their selection as the Most Valuable Teachers for their Respective School. 

November 2017 Perfect Attendance
American Samoa Department of Education recognizes your dedication and commitment to student success through your perfect attendance.

November 2017 Perfect Attendance

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
to all our Teachers and their Families

Name School  Grade level
Fruean Saena  Lauli’i Elementary     L7
Alo Minioneta  Le’atele Elementary     L3
Faileaso Ataga’i   Le’atele Elementary     L5
Maugaotega Fialupe  Lupelele Elementary     K5
McKenzie Osana  Lupelele Elementary     L1
Iosefo Me   Lupelele Elementary     L1
Tuilagi-Toia Lila  Lupelele Elementary     L2
Matu’u Poto  Lupelele Elementary     L2
Manase Harriette  Lupelele Elementary     L2
Miles Tina   Lupelele Elementary     L3
Ta’ai Vanila  Lupelele Elementary     L4
Letalu Asofa’afetai  Lupelele Elementary     L4
Tanielu Manatua  Lupelele Elementary     L5
Tauanuu Malu  Lupelele Elementary     L5
A’asa Fafagu  Lupelele Elementary     L6
Maeva Jay   Lupelele Elementary     L7
Ta’atasi Folola  Lupelele Elementary     L8
Fepulea’i Alieta  Lupelele Elementary     L8
Tufele Josephine  Lupelele Elementary     L8
Mauia Kilisitina  Lupelele Elementary     SPED
Von Dinklage Helen  Lupelele Elementary     SPED
Ta’ape Pauline  Lupelele Elementary     SPED
Gasu Olga   Lupelele Elementary     ECE
Kelemete Saini  Lupelele Elementary     ECE
Matautia Ienisei  Lupelele Elementary     ECE
Utulae Maleifua  Lupelele Elementary     L7
Martin Katherine  Lupelele Elementary     L6
Fa’apouli  Faamao  Manulele Elementary     K5
Taliu Masina  Manulele Elementary     K5
Tuasivi Fiasoso  Manulele Elementary     K5
Vaimasanu’u Sesilia  Manulele Elementary     K5
Fuimaono Agalelei  Manulele Elementary     L1
Tupufia Ina  Manulele Elementary     L2
Paopao Vasalealofi  Manulele Elementary     L2
Aki Tufi   Manulele Elementary     L2
Lauilefue Jr. Filemoni  Manulele Elementary     L3
Mao Elena   Manulele Elementary     L3 
Bryck Bridget  Manulele Elementary     L4
Paopao Cythnia  Manulele Elementary     L5
Taala Suipi  Manulele Elementary     L5
Tuiasosopo Lucille  Manulele Elementary     L5
Tulia Farrah  Manulele Elementary     L5
Kiviat Alison  Manulele Elementary     L6
Tagaloa Soloi  Manulele Elementary     L6
Taotua Quijano  Manulele Elementary     L6
Fogavai Cayla Ho Ching Manulele Elementary     L7
Tufele Jasmine  Manulele Elementary     L7
Lavata’i Cameo  Manulele Elementary     L8
Migo Fa’atamali’i  Manulele Elementary     L8
Padaca Jr. Edison  Manulele Elementary     L8
Sene Miracle  Manulele Elementary     L8
Autele Uatea  Manulele Elementary     SPED
Epati Amy   Manulele Elementary     SPED
Gutu Toese  Manulele Elementary     SPED
Mamea-Siaosi Ane  Manulele Elementary     SPED
McFall Wesley  Manulele Elementary     SPED
Save Neil   Manulele Elementary     SPED
Sefo Mili   Manulele Elementary     SPED
Fa’atau Sulugia  Manulele Elementary     SPED
Tali Bayvan  Manulele Elementary     SPED
Fiafia Meipo  Manulele Elementary     ECE
Logologo Jenny  Manulele Elementary     ECE
Taylor Charles  Manulele Elementary     L7
Tupuola Josephine  Manulele Elementary     L1
Perofeta Naitua  Manulele Elementary     L4

Finauga Valasi  Masefau Elementary     L1
Fiso Christina  Masefau Elementary    K5
Fale Tolutasi  Masefau Elementary    L8
Pese Leano  Masefau Elementary    L5
Umaga Joshlyn  Mt. Alava Elementary    L2
Alaelua Honey  Mt. Alava Elementary    L3
Fetuao Aumai  Mt. Alava Elementary    L4
Danielson Motusalaia  Mt. Alava Elementary    L6
Fa’apaia Ioane  Mt. Alava Elementary    ECE
Esau Eleanor  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   English
Borres Ailen  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Science
Sagliocca Alison  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Science
Tuatoo Faafetai   Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Science
Matagi Fesilafa’i  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Math
McCourt Robert  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Math
Lobenduhn William  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Science
Shoulders Rosalee  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Soc. Studies
Seumaala Tuamaalo  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   SPED
Maui Leleaga  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   SPED
Isileli Faavela  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   SPED
Love-Ili Dana  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   SPED
Nu’usolia Aivale S.  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   AC & Refrig.
Borja Evangeline  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Businessv
Isaako Derek  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Engine
Borja Ronald  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Drafting
Jagon Kenneth  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   Bldg. & Constr.
Torres Arianne  Nu’uuli Voc-Tech High   FCS
Fa’i Alo   Pava’ia’i Elementary    ECE
Taalafaaluaiaiga Leinati Pava’ia’i Elementary    ECE
Siatu’u Fa’aolatia  Pava’ia’i Elementary    ECE
Talilga Mele  Pava’ia’i Elementary    ECE
Ioane Mesepa  Pava’ia’i Elementary      ECE
Leleisiuao Talatufi  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L5
Arorae Cecilia  Pava’ia’i Elementary    K5
Wanjau Ruta  Pava’ia’i Elementary    K5 
Vine Akenese  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L1
Ioane Ailepata  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L2
Pula Tofoipupu  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L2
Malele Senetenari  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L4
Ioane Faith  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L3
Villarica Lilibeth  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L4
Vala Janet   Pava’ia’i Elementary    L4
Ailima Elepise  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L4
Perez tSylvina  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L5
Ofagalilo Faustine  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L5
Richardson Alisha  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L6
Ili Robertson  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L7
Toilolo Aolele  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L7 
Lago Sinalua  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L7
Fauolo Vicky  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L8
Leota Elena  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L8
Tai Fogafoga  Pava’ia’i Elementary    L8
Laapui Cassandra  Pava’ia’i Elementary    SPED
Maiava Gloria  Pava’ia’i Elementary    SPED
Suifili Taima  Pava’ia’i Elementary    SPED
Fonoti Savannah  Pava’ia’i Elementary    SPED
Ioka Karen   Pava’ia’i Elementary    SPED
Alapati-Mataafa Sina  Siliaga Elementary    L7
Tauese Cecilia  Siliaga Elementary    SPED
Vaimili Tafailagi  Siliaga Elementary    L3
Silao Rosa   Siliaga Elementary    L2
Vaiotu Sarah  Tafuna Elementary    K5
Iti Claire   Tafuna Elementary    L2
Masina Seulata  Tafuna Elementary    L1
Sefo Valelia  Tafuna Elementary    L1

Tulia Frances  Tafuna Elementary    L2
Fauo’o Glory  Tafuna Elementary    L1
Sionesini Keneti  Tafuna Elementary    L2
Uale Faiai Daisy  Tafuna Elementary    L2
Lualua New Year Poai Tafuna Elementary    L2
Fuimaono Daniel  Tafuna Elementary    L3
Tia Mekelian  Tafuna Elementary    L4
Sialega Marieta  Tafuna Elementary    L4
Siva Talo   Tafuna Elementary    L4
Taala Naomi  Tafuna Elementary    L4
Falemalama Herbert  Tafuna Elementary    L4
Ameperosa Katerina  Tafuna Elementary    L5
O’Brien Desmond  Tafuna Elementary    L5
Semou Emmerine  Tafuna Elementary    L5
Matai Toe   Tafuna Elementary    L6
Chanel Lene  Tafuna Elementary    L3
Tuiolemotu Toetu  Tafuna Elementary    L6
Harrington Vi  Tafuna Elementary    L6
Toli Maluelue  Tafuna Elementary    L7
Manuma Paul  Tafuna Elementary    L6
Timoteo Falanika  Tafuna Elementary    L7
Shimasaki Virginia  Tafuna Elementary    L7
Osa Siaea   Tafuna Elementary    L8
Alofaituli Konelio  Tafuna Elementary    L8
Taufete’e Avaloa  Tafuna Elementary    L8
Potasi Jerry  Tafuna Elementary SPED
Ualita Aofa’iga  Tafuna Elementary SPED
Fa’alemiga Malualagi  Tafuna Elementary SPED
Meleisea Vincent  Tafuna Elementary SPED
Sikoloni Dolly Tuato’o  Alofau Elementary    L1
Faiva ShalishaTuato’o Alofau Elementary    L2
Senetenari GraceTuato’o  Alofau Elementary    L4
Ta’ase Tu’umafuaTuato’o  Alofau Elementary    L2
Esera TinaTuato’o  Alofau Elementary SPED
Misaalefua Eveline Falelua  Afonotele Elementary Mathematics

Name School     Grade level Name School            Grade level
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) 
— Facing voters at last after 
the year’s most bitter U.S. cam-
paign, Alabama Republican Roy 
Moore cast himself Monday as 
the victim of a national barrage 
of unjust allegations of sexual 
misconduct with teenagers. 
Rival Doug Jones, hoping to 
become the state’s fi rst Demo-
cratic senator in two decades, 
declared their race was Ala-
bama’s referendum on “who we 
are and what we’re going to tell 
our daughters.”

Allegations aside, President 
Donald Trump said in a robocall 
to Alabama voters that he badly 
needs Moore’s own vote in the 
U.S. Senate. Former President 
Barack Obama and his vice 
president, Joe Biden, recorded 
calls for Jones seeking to break 
the GOP’s lock on statewide 
offi ce in Alabama.

Whether the calls would 
sway anyone so late in such 
a highly publicized campaign 
was an open question. So was 
the impact of a rash of false 
news stories that have appeared 
on social media spreading 
misinformation.

One website wrongly 
claimed that one of the women 
who have accused Moore of 
sexual misconduct had recanted. 
Meanwhile, Moore’s detractors 
took to social media to claim he 
had written in a 2011 textbook 
that women shouldn’t hold 
elected offi ce. He didn’t.

On election eve, Moore 
called in to a conservative 
talk radio show in Alabama to 
lament the tone of the campaign 
and portray cast himself as the 
victim of the sexual misconduct 
allegations.

“We’ve seen things happen 
in this campaign that I can’t 
believe to this day,” said Moore, 
who has denied all wrongdoing 
in contacts with the women who 
said he behaved inappropriately 
when they were in their teens 
and he was a local prosecutor 
in his 30s. One said he initiated 
sexual contact when she was 14.

“It’s just been hard, a hard 
campaign,” said Moore, a 
former Alabama Supreme 
Court chief justice who was 
twice removed from that post 
for violating judicial ethics.

Former White House strate-
gist Steve Bannon, whos spoke 
at a Moore rally Monday night, 
argued that the election is 
“greater than Judge Moore and 
even greater than the people of 
Alabama,” casting it as a refer-
endum on Trump’s agenda.

Alabama has been a solidly 
Republican state for years, and 
Moore said he is much more in 
tune with the issues that matter 
to voters — and to the president.

Jones acknowledged 
Monday in Montgomery, 
“Look, I’m not going to be the 
senator that everybody in the 
state can agree with 100 per-
cent of the time.” But he added: 
“They’ll know I’m somebody 
that will sit down with them. I 
will learn from them. ... I will 
try to be the public servant I 
think a U.S. senator ought to 

be.”
Former professional bas-

ketball star Charles Barkley, 
speaking at a Jones rally 
Monday night, urged voters not 
to embarrass his home state by 
electing Moore. “I love Ala-
bama, but at some point we’ve 
got to draw a line in the sand 
and say, ‘We’re not a bunch of 
damn idiots,’” Barkley said.

Voters seemed as divided as 
ever, including young Alabam-
ians, some going to the polls for 
the fi rst time.

Lillian Woolf, 18, a Univer-
sity of Alabama freshman, said 
she was disgusted that some 
people would vote for Moore 
despite the allegations by mul-
tiple women.

“It creeps me out,” she said. 
“It shocks me just how much 
people are willing to ignore a 
person’s past just because of 
their political stance.”

But Joseph Chesnut, 20, a 
junior, said he will be voting 
for Moore, who “holds more 
Republican values ... just his 
Christianity standpoint and his 
Second Amendment stand-
point and just, you know, trying 
to fi ght the establishment up 
there.”

For Alabama Democrats, the 
special election is viewed as a 
chance to renounce a history 
littered with politicians whose 
race-baiting, bombast and other 
baggage have long soiled the 
state’s reputation.

Many Republicans see the 
vote as an opportunity to ratify 
their conservative views — 
referred to by Moore as “Ala-
bama values” — and protect 
Trump’s agenda ahead of the 
2018 midterm elections. But the 
sexual allegations have dented 
some of that support. Sen. 
Richard Shelby said “I think 
the Republican Party can do 
better,” and he wrote in another 
Republican’s name.

The two candidates have 
taken very different approaches 
to campaigning, with Jones 
holding events regularly and 
Moore popping up only occa-
sionally in small churches, 
rallies or in interviews with 
friendly media.

In a morning stop at a diner 
in Birmingham, Jones accused 
Moore of disappearing during 
the campaign’s closing days 
and claimed the Republican 
wasn’t even in Alabama over 
the weekend.

“We’re making sure our 
message is getting across while 
Roy Moore hides behind who-
ever he’s hiding behind,” said 
Jones.

Moore has made only a 
few public appearances since 
women came forward to accuse 
him of sexual misconduct years 
ago.

Moore, the former judge, has 
spent two decades advocating 
conservative Christian posi-
tions. Jones is a former federal 
prosecutor best known for pros-
ecuting two Ku Klux Klansmen 
responsible for killing four 
black girls in a 1963 church 
bombing.

Alabama foes make fi nal 
push before big Senate vote 

Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate Doug Jones speaks during a rally Monday, Dec. 11, 2017, 
in Birmingham, Ala. Jones is facing Republican Roy Moore.  (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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Th is Friday, Dec. 8, 2017, image made from a video provided by L4262 Sunriver Professional 
Firefi ghters shows fi refi ghter Jeff  “JJ” Johnston using an ice-rescue sled to gently nudge a deer off  a 
frozen pond in Sunriver, Ore. Th e young deer got its legs underneath it as they reached solid ground 
and scampered off  as Johnston’s colleagues applauded. 

 (Benjamin O’Keefe/L4262 Sunriver Professional Firefi ghters via AP)

SALEM, Ore. (AP) — Rein-
deer are supposed to pull Santa 
Claus’ sleigh, but in Oregon 
recently, a red-suited man on a 
sled wound up pushing a deer.

The reverse-reality 
Christmas-season tale played 
out when a deer wandered onto 
a frozen golf course pond in 
Sunriver, Oregon, on Friday 
and then lost its footing.

Try as it might, it couldn’t 
get all its legs underneath him. 
It skidded and slithered, and its 
legs buckled.

Along came fi refi ghter Jeff 

“JJ” Johnston, astride a new ice-
rescue sled that was as bright red 
as the suit he wore, and as the 
nose on Rudolph the reindeer, 
which guided Santa’s sleigh one 
foggy Christmas Eve.

Benjamin O’Keefe, a cap-
tain in the fi re department of the 
resort and residential commu-
nity, had his camera rolling. His 
video has become a sensation, 
garnering millions of views and 
picked up by broadcasters in the 
United States and overseas.

The young deer’s hind legs 
began pumping, but it couldn’t 

get up on its front legs. It was on 
an icy treadmill, going nowhere.

Johnston got close, spoke 
calming words to the deer and 
— slipping a bit himself as a 
tried to gain traction — gently 
pushed it with the front of the 
sled to the edge of the pond. 
Even then, the deer needed 
some coaxing. It seemed to 
have enjoyed the slippery ride.

Johnston tapped it on the 
head with the back of his gloved 
hand, then scratched the top of 
its head and ears, like you’d pet 
a dog.

Red-suited man on a sled 
rescues a deer on frozen pond 

A woman making a long-
planned trip with her parents 
and young son says Spirit Air-
lines kicked the family off the 
plane when she didn’t imme-
diately stop breast-feeding the 
2-year-old, who was restless 
after a long delay.

Mei Rui, a concert pianist 
and cancer researcher, says she 
asked for a few minutes to let 
her son fall asleep in her arms 
while the plane was still at the 
gate in Houston and other pas-
sengers were walking around.

A Spirit spokesman dis-
puted the woman’s account on 
Monday. 

He said Rui repeatedly failed 
to follow fl ight attendants’ 
instructions to buckle her son 
into his seat after the plane’s 
door was closed.

The spokesman, Stephen 
Schuler, said that Rui told crew 
members they would have to 
drag her off the plane while she 
recorded them.

The incident is the latest in 
a growing series of confronta-
tions between airline passen-
gers and crews, some of which 
have been captured on video 
and posted on social media.

 The dragging of a United 
Express passenger from a plane 
in Chicago last April seemed 
to be a defi ning event that led 
to new policies on United and 
other carriers.

But those policy changes 
were mostly designed to reduce 
oversold fl ights and didn’t 
address situations like the one 
Friday at Houston’s Bush Inter-
continental Airport.

Rui, who came to the U.S. 
from China at age 14 and has 
excelled in music and works 
at a prominent cancer clinic 
in Houston, said her family 
boarded Spirit Flight 712 
around 5:45 a.m. for the sched-
uled 6:30 trip from Houston to 
Newark.

After sitting at the gate for 
more than two hours during a 
weather delay, everyone was 

ordered off the plane. Pas-
sengers then re-boarded, but 
Rui’s son was having trouble 
sleeping, so she started nursing 
him.

Two fl ight attendants told 
Rui her son had to be in his seat. 
She said she appealed to be 
given “a couple more minutes” 
so the boy would fall asleep, 
then she would buckle him in.

“I did not want to be that 
parent with the screaming kid,” 
Rui said in an interview.

Passengers were ordered off 
the plane again, by which time, 
Rui said, her son was back in 
his seat. It was too late.

While other passengers 
boarded for the third time, Spirit 
employees and several police 
offi cers blocked her family 
from returning to the plane, she 
said.

Schuler, the airline 
spokesman, said Spirit was 
forced to remove the passenger 
for refusing to follow crew 
orders to buckle in after the 
main door was closed.

 He said police were called 
when Rui tried to force her way 
back on board.

“Multiple reports from the 
crew and other passengers 
nearby confi rm the doors were 
closed when the incident hap-
pened,” Schuler said in an 
email.Rui called that “a blatant 
lie. 

We were stationary at the 
gate and the plane door was still 
open so people were walking 
around.” 

She also said police were 
called before her family left 
the plane — they saw the offi -
cers at the end of the jet bridge.
Rui said she was going to New 
York City for a recording with 
patients that is part of a cancer 
study. 

She never got there.Schuler 
said as a courtesy Spirit 
refunded Rui’s entire trip and 
offered to book her on another 
airline, but she declined.

Spirit boots breast-feeding 
woman from plane 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) 
— The mother of Utah man 
imprisoned in Venezuela for 
nearly 1½ years is circulating 
a new audio recording of her 
son talking about how he’s suf-
fering without medical care.

Laurie Holt said Monday 
that she’s sharing the recording 
Joshua Holt sent by cellphone 
so people can hear how dire 
the situation is. She’s calling 
on Venezuela to release him on 
humanitarian grounds.

In the short recording, he 

talks about throwing up all 
night, feeling dizzy and strug-
gling to think.

The 25-year-old traveled 
to Venezuela in June 2016 to 
marry a woman. The couple 
was arrested at her family’s 
Caracas apartment by police 
who alleged Holt was stock-
piling weapons.

Their families say they’re 
innocent.

Joshua Holt has a hearing 
scheduled Tuesday in Caracas, 
but most of his previous hear-

Mom of Utah man 
jailed in Venezuela airs 

tape on his health 
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FILE - In this Oct. 16, 2014 fi le photo, Brenda Fitzgerald, Georgia Department of Public Health 
commissioner, left , and Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal respond to questions in Atlanta. Fitzgerald, the 
new director of the Atlanta-based Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, has kept a low pro-
fi le during her fi ve months in offi  ce, due to confl icts of interest regarding her fi nancial holdings. In 
an interview with the Associated Press on Monday, Dec. 11, 2017, Fitzgerald said her confl icts of 
interest are settled and she‚Äôs moving forward with plans for the agency. 

 (AP Photo/David Tulis, File)

NEW YORK (AP) — A 
U.S. Senator is criticizing the 
director of Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
for an apparent fi nancial con-
fl ict of interest that the senator 
says may prevent the director 
from doing her job.Dr. Brenda 
Fitzgerald became director of 
the Atlanta-based CDC in July, 
and was required to sell a range 
of stocks she owned, including 
beer and soda companies, the 
tobacco company Philip Morris 
International, and a number 
of health care companies such 
as vaccine manufacturers and 
health-care companies.

“I’ve done everything that 
they’ve requested, in a timely 
manner as they’ve requested,” 
Fitzgerald said Monday in an 
interview with The Associated 
Press.

 “My fi nancial people tell 
me we have now sold all the 
stocks.”But last week, Sen. 
Patty Murray wrote Fitzgerald 
saying she’s concerned about 
unresolved fi nancial holdings 
noted in Fitzgerald’s ethics 
agreement with U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services. CDC is part of HHS.
The agreement notes Fitzgerald 
is unable to divest from certain 
investments that could prevent 

her from talking about cancer 
and prescription drug moni-
toring programs, wrote Murray, 
a Democrat from Washington.

“I am concerned that you 
cannot perform the role of CDC 
Director while being largely 
recused from matters pertaining 
to cancer and opioids, two of 
the most pervasive and urgent 
health challenges we face as a 
country,” wrote Murray, the 
ranking Democrat on the Senate 
Committee of Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions, 
which oversees the CDC.

She called on Fitzgerald to 
release more information and to 
meet with the committee about 
the issue.Public health leaders 
have noted Fitzgerald has 
kept an unusually low profi le 
since becoming CDC director. 
Fitzgerald says she’s simply 
wanted time to learn about the 
agency, but also said she bowed 
out of an Oct. 5 Congressional 
hearing on opioids due to a 
fi nancial confl ict of interest.

Fitzgerald said her stock 
purchases had been handled by 
two fi nancial management com-
panies and that she hadn’t been 
aware of particular holdings 
until they were raised to her by 
ethics compliance offi cials at 
HHS. 

New CDC Director 
questioned about 
fi nancial confl icts 


