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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Cabinet directors as well as all sectors of gov-
ernment have been called upon by ASG Revenue 
Task Force chairman Attorney General, Talauega 
Eleasalo Ale, to support the Administration’s 
fi ve revenues measures submitted to the Fono, as 
well as and also lobby their lawmakers for their 
endorsement. 

Speaking at last Thursday’s cabinet meeting, 
Talauega delivered a very strong statement 
to directors who were also asked to share with 
the task force their views and opinions, instead 
of going to the media with criticism or dislikes 
about the governor’s proposals.

At the outset of his presentation, Talauega 
said fi ve revenue measures are now before the 
Fono and these proposals are one of the initia-
tives by the Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga and 
Lt. Gov. Lemanu Peleti Mauga to improve the 
government’s economic base. He says a lot of 

research had gone into exploring all possible rev-
enue streams to fi nance the government moving 
forward and this is the fi rst time such a task has 
been carried out by an administration. 

With the Fono set to reconvene next Monday, 
following a four-week mid session recess, 
Talauega called on cabinet members to talk to 
their lawmakers about the importance of these 
measures and he also asked cabinet members 
to support the proposals, which are from the 
Governor. 

According to Talauega, the governor doesn’t 
need those who do not share their opinion and 
views, but later voice opinions in opposition else-
where, including the media. 

He said that if anyone has views and opinions, 
as well as recommendations to further strengthen 
these measures, he asked that they share them 
with the task force and the governor — and don’t 
hold back. 
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Th e youngest members of 
the TaeBo Defense “Friends 
of the Sanctuary” who were 
in charge of the Fishing Expe-
dition for the Get Into Your 
Sanctuary program that vis-
ited Aunu’u last Saturday.
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(Continued on page 10)

Task Force chair delivers 
strongly worded message 

to the cabinet directors
SUPPORT THE ADMIN’S REVENUE MEASURES, DON’T ‘MUIMUI’ IN THE BACK…

Memorial service for 
soldier set for Friday

Mass swearing-in for Army recruits is tomorrow
by Blue Chen-Fruean
Samoa News Correspondent

Four US Army offi cials were scheduled to arrive in the terri-
tory last night, as part of a delegation traveling to the territory for 
a memorial service honoring SFC Albert Chung who died during 
a snorkeling accident a week ago Sunday in Alega.

Samoa News confi rmed yesterday that four other US Army 
offi cials arrived last Friday evening for the memorial service set 
for Friday at 1 p.m. at the Konelio Pele US Army Reserve Center 
in Tafuna.

SFC Chung, 32, is of Korean ancestry and died two days after 
he arrived as part of a fi ve-member enlistment support team that 
came to provide temporary assistance for the local US Army 
Recruiting Station.

While snorkeling in Alega on Sunday, August 6th, SFC 
Chung was reportedly swept off the edge of the reef and despite 
efforts to revive him — he didn’t make it.

Friday’s memorial service, according to SFC Kenny N. Tran, 
who heads the local US Army Recruiting Station, is for his team 
members, US Army personnel, government offi cials, and invited 
guests.

A separate memorial service for SFC Chung’s family will be 
held when the deceased soldier’s body is fl own home. 

MASS SWEARING-IN
Since they are already here, the visiting US Army offi cials will 

School year 2017-2018 offi  cially started for the students of Manumalo Academy yesterday. Th e WASC accredited institution off ers classes from kindergarten to high 
school. Pictured are Ms. Sina and her fi rst graders. [photo: BC]

(Continued on page 10)
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Commerce Department director Keniseli Lafaele speaking at last Thursday’s cabinet meeting 
regarding the upcoming Two-Samoa Talks now set for Oct. 12th in Apia.

 [photo: FS]

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The annual Executive 
Summit of the two Samoas 
headed by Gov. Lolo Matalasi 
Moliga and Samoa Prime Min-
ister Tuilaepa Sailele Maliele-
gaoi is set for October this year, 
and the governor has requested 
certain cabinet members to look 
at ways American Samoa can 
utilize the ASG land - desig-
nated by Samoa - in Apia. 

The summit was initially 
scheduled to be held early this 
month but Lolo had requested 
Commerce Department director 
Keniseli Lafaele to work with 
counterparts in Samoa to move 
it to another date, as the gov-
ernor left the island the end of 
last month for meetings. 

During last Thursday’s 
cabinet meeting, Lafaele 
announced that the Samoa gov-
ernment has confirmed that this 
year’s Two Samoa Talks is set 
for Oct. 12th. In preparation 
for the summit, Lafaele said a 
meeting was held two weeks 
ago with local agencies that are 
involved in  to discuss various 
issues. 

Reports from each ASG 
entity as well as any memo-
randum of understanding or 
memorandum of agreement 
between ASG and their coun-
terparts in Samoa was due yes-
terday at DOC. Yesterday was 
also the due date for any reports 
from ASG agencies involved in 
the Two Samoa Talks outlining 
what has been done in the past 
12 months, with their Samoa 
counterparts. 

Lafaele said another meeting 
with ASG agencies will be held 
later this week to discuss issues 
for American Samoa, to be pre-
sented at the summit. These 
issues will then be discussed 
in a separate meeting with the 
governor and Lt. Gov. Lemanu 
Peleti Mauga to finalize Amer-
ican Samoa’s agenda to be pre-
sented in Apia. 

The proposed plan at this 
point is for the American 
Samoa delegation to start 

departing Pago Pago for Apia 
on Monday, Oct. 9th, which is 
a local and national holiday - 
Columbus Day, as Oct. 12th - 
the summit date - will be Oct. 
11th in American Samoa. 

Lafaele said there will be 
preliminary meetings of coun-
terparts — such as the power 
authorities — of the two Samoas 
in Apia prior to the executive 
summit. 

The Summit covers a broader 
range of subjects in addition to 
Economic Integration — Immi-
gration/ Legal Issues, Mutual 
legal assistance, Joint Disaster 
Preparedness, Tourism, Sports, 
etc.

Other key areas, aside from 
economic integration, includes 
renewable energy; standard-
izing terminology for tsunami 
& cyclone warnings; annual 
health summit of the two 
Samoas; and collaboration on 
issues of mutual importance 
relating to youth, women, and 
culture.  Lolo called on all cab-
inet members involved in the 
inter-Samoa talks to ensure that 
American Samoa’s agenda is in 
place before heading to Samoa.

He also said that there is 
land designated for American 
Samoa not only in Samoa but, 
in Tonga, for use and for all 
cabinet members involved in 
this matter to work together 
with DOC to find the best way 
to utilize these lands. 

(ASG’s land in Samoa is 
located in Vailima, while the one 
in Tonga is near Nuku’alofa).

Lolo said taxi operators are 
currently cleaning the land in 
Tafuna that’s been given to 
Samoa. According to the gov-
ernor, the Samoa Prime Min-
ister has informed him that a 
land lease has been signed with 
taxi operators to clean it and to 
use the land to park their taxis. 

“Maybe we can do some-
thing similar with the land in 
Samoa,” Lolo said, and urged 
his cabinet involved with the 
land in Apia to come up with 
some good ideas of how to use 
it.

2Samoa Talks con-
firmed for October

In this Aug. 14, 2017 photo, Tatsuya Yasue, 89-year-old 
farmer, wipes his tears while taking about his brother Sadao 
Yasue, who fell in battle during the war in Pacific more than 70 
years ago, in Higashishirakawa, in central Japan’s Gifu prefec-
ture. Former U.S. Marine Marvin Strombo will returns Sadao’s 
calligraphy-covered flag he took from the fallen Japanese soldier 
73 years ago. 

 (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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Translated by Samoa News staff
CAMERON IEREMIA

After failing to comply with 
all conditions of probation, the 
High Court more than a week 
ago sentenced Cameron Ieremia 
to serve out the remainder of his 
jail term. 

Ieremia was ordered to serve 
28 months in jail, which was 
one of the conditions of a 7-year 
probation sentence, after he was 
convicted of second degree bur-
glary in 2013. 

The court ordered that Ier-
emia only serve 12 months 
behind bars while the other 16 
months will be waived - as long 
as he abides with all conditions 
of probation, which require him 
to remain a law abiding citizen, 
and visit the Probation Office as 
required. 

Earlier this year in June, the 
Probation Office filed a motion 
to revoke probation after the 
defendant failed to visit the Pro-
bation Office. During a hearing 
last month, Ieremia pled guilty 
to failure to visit the Probation 
Office and early this month the 
High Court revoked the provi-
sion of probation which waived 
the remaining 16 months behind 
bars. He was immediately 
ordered to be taken to the Terri-
torial Correctional Facility after 
undergoing a drug test. 

(Original Samoan story pub-
lished Aug. 5th, Samoa News 
online edition)

GRANDMOTHER 
JAILED FOR BEATNG 
GRANDDAUGHTER

A grandmother accused of 
using a PVC pipe to assault her 
11-year-old granddaughter was 
ordered last week by the Dis-
trict Court to serve 120 days 
behind bars, as a condition of a 
24-month probation sentence. 

Upu Togia was initially 
charged with third degree 
assault, a class A misdemeanor 
punishable by not more than 
one-year in jail, or a fine of not 
more than $1,000 - or both. She 
was also charged with misde-
meanor private peace distur-
bance, which was dismissed 
under the a plea agreement with 
the government. 

According to court infor-
mation, it was June 19th this 
year that a neighbor reported 
to police, injuries to the victim, 
who was assaulted by her grand-
mother using a PVC pipe. It was 
revealed that the girl sustained 
many bruises to her body  - and 
injuries to her head - as a result 
of the beating. 

It’s not clear how many 
times the grandmother assaulted 
the victim. 

Togia told police that what 
she did was discipline her grand-
daughter, teaching her right 
from wrong, because she was 
not behaving well, according to 
court information. 

During sentencing both 
the defense and government 
sought a probative sentence. 
Before District Court Judge 

Fiti A. Sunia handed down the 
sentence, he questioned many 
things, like how many people 
are residing at Togia’s home, 
including children, and what 
happened to the victim. 

The government provided 
a report from the Department 
of Human and Social Services 
which states that there are six 
other children living at the home 
where the defendant resides and 
the 11-year old victim remains 
under the care of the govern-
ment, until she and her parents 
travel to Samoa to reside there 
permanently. 

Sunia said the court is 
shocked with the injuries sus-
tained by the victim, because 
based on reports received by the 
court, it appears that the victim 
suffered serious beatings and on 
a daily basis, at the hands of the 
defendant. 

He also said the court sus-

pects that no one knew about 
the ongoing beatings and the 
victim’s suffering, because 
of the isolation of the grand-
mother’s home at Afono, and 
it is difficult for authorities to 
investigate these types of cases 
in isolated locations. 

Sunia said the court believes 
the defendant had been doing 
this for a long time but the gov-
ernment didn’t know about it 
until the neighboring family 
reported the matter to police. 
Moreover, none of the children 
living with the defendant alerted 
anyone about it. 

To the grandmother, Sunia 
said such action is not accept-
able by the court and that no 
child should suffer such form of 
assault, using a PVC pipe.

Sunia sentenced Togia to 12 
months in jail, but execution 
of the sentence was suspended 

(Continued on page 11)
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Please visit samoanews.com for weekend updates.

Compiled by Samoa News staff
SAMOA’S PM TUILAEPA 

BOOK LAUNCH OF 
“PALEMIA”

On Thursday, Aug. 10, 
2017, Prime Minister, Susuga 
Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi 
launched his book, “Palemia” 
— written by Dr. Peter Swain, 
as narrated by the PM — in 
New Zealand during a well-
attended event at Samoa House 
in Auckland, NZ. 

The prime minister spoke 
during the event offering a brief 
background of Samoa’s polit-
ical past, noting that, “Samoa is 
now the most stable democracy 
in our small corner of the vast 
Pacifi c Ocean,” and that was 
one of the reasons Dr. Swain 
was interested in writing his 
memoirs.

Tuilaepa commented that his 
party, the HRPP, is “branded as 
the ‘Party of Doers’ and Party of 
the People. Party politics have 
certainly put to rest the born to 
rule myth of the past.”

Tuilaepa paid “special 
tribute to Dr. Peter Swain for 
his endless energy in putting 
together this project despite the 
challenges posed.”

The book is available only 
at S.S.A.B branches: Samoa 
branches: Megastore, Lotemau, 
Salelologa, Vaivase; New Zea-
land branches: S.S.A.B Auck-
land Sei – Oriana; and, Amer-
ican Samoa: S.S.A.B Pago.

(Source: M.P.M.C. Press 
Secretary)

SAMOA OPERA HOUSE 
ON DRAWING BOARD
If all goes according to 

plan, Samoa will have its own 
Opera House at the Leifi ifi  State 
School Compound, some time 
next year.

So revealed the Minister of 
Education, Loau Keneti Sio, 
who said construction of the 
multi-dollar centre would start 
before the end of the year.

According to RNZ, an opera 
house will be one of the facili-
ties included in a cultural and 
art centre, to be built in Samoa 
with funds from a municipal 
government in China.

It said this is sure to delight 
opera fans as well as provide 
a fi tting performance venue 
for Samoan opera singers such 
as Pene and Amitai Pati, and 
their baritone cousin Moses 
Mackay, Isabella Meleane 
Moore, Jonathan Lemalu and 
Marlena Devoe to name a few.

Loau revealed that the old 
headquarters of the Ministry of 
Education, Sports and Culture 
at the state school compound in 
Leifi ifi , a few minutes inland of 
Apia, has been demolished to 
make way for the center.

The construction of theaters, 
opera houses, and other cul-
tural facilities by China as gifts 
to foreign countries is a part of 

China’s foreign aid program.  
In a white paper published by 

China in 2009 on its aid projects 
in the area of civil construction, 
the building of cultural facili-
ties is one of the types identifi ed 
among a total of 2,025 projects 
stated as built by a Chinese 
grant or no-interest loan to the 
recipient country.

The project is a gift from the 
Huizhou Municipal Govern-
ment in the Guangdong Prov-
ince through a city sisterhood 
agreement signed in 2015.

During the signing of the 
Memorandums of Under-
standing, the Chinese undertook 
to provide assistance in three 
areas.

Firstly, in terms of well-
being projects, Huizhou offered 
assistance to Samoa in the con-
struction of a multi-functional 
park as the symbol of China-
Samoa friendship, as well as 
a culture and art center which 
would comprehensively serve 
as a library, opera house, artistic 
exhibition hall and recreational 
zone.

Secondly, in regards to edu-
cational cooperation, Huizhou 
would provide and install an 
electronic teaching platform 
for each of the 23 public col-
leges in Samoa — this project 
has already started and set up 
three computer laboratories for 
selected schools.

Huizhou would also assist 
Samoa in establishing scholar-
ships to the value of $US81,700 
a year for three consecutive 
years.

The Huizhou would present 
fi nancial awards to 30 students 
with excellent academic perfor-
mances and another 30 students 
from families with fi nancial 
disadvantages. 

A future exchange visit 
by students of Huizhou Hua-
luogeng Secondary School 
and Samoa College was also 
planned as part of the sister- 
school relationship.

Thirdly, regarding health 
cooperation, Huizhou would 
provide medical equipment to 
the Ministry of Health of Samoa 
through a sister-hospital rela-
tionship with Tupua Tamasese 
Meaole Hospital of Samoa.

(Source: Samoa Observer)

VVCOMMUNITY GROUPS 
ON GUAM CALL FOR 

PEACE
Community groups in Guam 

are calling for peace amid the 
bellicose rhetoric of the United 
States and North Korea.

Peace rallies are being held 
on the streets of Guam’s capital 
Hagåtña.

A rally organizer from the 
group Independent Guåhan, 
Kenneth Gofi gan Kuper, told 
Koroi Hawkins, Guam’s plight 
is a global issue.

He said, “This is a really an 
opportunity for the community 
to come together and show the 
world that this is an opportunity 
that needs to be talked about. 
Why are we put in the middle 
like this? How does this relate 
to political status?

 How does this relate to mili-
tarization and how the world 
can help us? 

“So we are going to be 
holding signs and just speaking 
about how much we want peace 
in our homelands, how much 
the people of Guam should be 
allowed to lead their lives. 

“They call Guam where 
America’s day begins and so 
what I would like to say is that 
Guam’s day shouldn’t end just 
so America’s day can begin.” 

He pointed out that it is a 
global issue because “number 
one colonization was a global 
issue after World War II the 
world went through a massive 
phase of decolonization. But 
according to the United Nations 
there are seventeen non-self 
governing territories and Guam 
is one of those and so it is almost 
like the world went through this 
massive global issue of decolo-
nization and Guam never got its 
chance to be a part of that. So 
that is a lingering global issue. 

“Number two: we defi nitely 
have to think about the role of 
the hyper militarization of the 
world in which diplomacy starts 
falling apart in favor of pure 
realist power politics.

“Number three: if Guam is 
hit, any nuclear attack could be 
the catalyst for World War III. 

“But the thing is though, 
peace can begin here. 

We want to show a message 
out to the world that peace can 
begin here. 

We want to show a message 
out to the world that peace is the 
only option that we want. 

We do not want to be victims 
of nuclear bombs. 

We do not want to be put into 
a situation of existential worry 
for our lives,” Kuper said.

(Source: RNZ) 

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

Managing Director and Owner of S.S.A.B, Fiti Leung Wai 
(right) is seen with Samoa Prime Minister Tuilaepa (center) 
during the event that launched “Palemia”, a book narrated by the 
PM to Dr. Peter Swain, in NZ last week.

Th e book is only available at S.S.A.B branches: in Samoa: 
Megastore, Lotemau, Salelologa, Vaivase; in New Zealand: 
S.S.A.B Auckland Sei – Oriana; and, in American Samoa: S.S.A.B 
Pago. 

  [Courtesy photo]

If you want to comment
about our accuracy, call  

Samoa News at 633-5599

ACCURACY
We make an issue 

of it every day.



samoa news, Tuesday, August 15, 2017  Page 5  

by Barry Markowitz
It’s a Lamzac, but Cool Stuff 

refers to it affectionately as a 
land hammock.  Ordered by my 
youngest Coolio daughter to get 
her a proper hammock for her 
frequent stays in Aunu’u, and 
Savaii... “sorry Winnie girl, had 
to get you a Lamzac instead.”

I remember hanging out in 
Jack Thompson’s “Throwin’ 
Samoan” Eastern District vil-
lage one sunset, being well 
behaved with Aua friends, when 
an aitu began to drop a coconut 
here and there. 

Three feet away from a 
coconut attack impact is a 
scary moment. So you think my 
Missy Fia Poto Coolio daughter 
is going to hook up to a coconut 
with a hammock I give her? 
... no way. Lamzac gives her 
that down home hammock fale 
feeling without the trees.  Just 
open one velcro pocket at a 
time, swoosh it in the air and 
you have your Lamzac floating 
you to peaceful dreams or your 
own safe sunsets in Aoloau, 

Swains Island, or New Zealand 
(the last place I saw Jack headed 
from the Territory).

Designed for the extremely 
solid ones in your family, the 
Lamzac will support up to a 440 
pound dainty defensive tackle, 
and weighs only a surprising 2.6 
pounds.    Sleeping at relatives 
on a fala is “A-OK” with Cool 
Stuff... but the aotoaloas are not 
so cool. Cool Stuff has seen, 
done hand-to-hand combat, and 
decapitated a few centipedes. So 
being two feet off the ground is 
truly wonderful bite prevention.

The Lamzac comes with a 
convenient over the shoulder 
carry bag, listing for $59 on 
their website, $40 on ebay.

Now, are you going with 
sky blue, purple, yellow, green, 
orange, dark blue, red or cam-
ouflage?  Get one of each 
color... you have heaps of rela-
tives, who are going to want to 
say “malo malo”...so consider 
it a great family gift next time 
you are called upon to be a free 
hotel.

Cool Stuff: Lamzac
Whip out a Lamzac for surprise relatives to camp out in the living room...or a comfy way to savor 

the beach without sand or fleas.  [Photo: Barry Markowitz]

This photo provided by the Oklahoma Department of Correc-
tions shows Jerry Drake Varnell, of Sayre, Okla., who was arrested 
Saturday, Aug. 12, 2017, in connection with a plot to detonate a 
vehicle bomb Aug, 14. (Oklahoma Department of Corrections via AP)
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The daycare workers at Manumalo Academy looked spiffy in their uniforms yesterday, as they joined the school’s faculty, staff and administrators in welcoming the 
students for the 2017-2018 school year. Not only does the daycare provide full day services for working parents, it also provides after-school care for preschool students 
who are dismissed at noon but are not picked up until their parents get off of work. [photo: Blue Chen-Fruean]
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ASG Revenue Task Force chairman, Attorney General Talauega Eleasalo Ae called upon cabinet members to support the Administration’s revenue measures now 
before the Fono, during last week’s cabinet meeting. [photo: FS]

18 dead in 
suspected 

jihadist attack 
on Burkina 
Faso eatery

O U A G A D O U G O U , 
Burkina Faso (AP) — Hours 
after suspected Islamic extrem-
ists opened fi re as patrons 
dined at the popular restaurant 
where she worked as a wait-
ress, Amy Sawadogo was still 
wandering around barefoot 
at a crisis center asking about 
her colleagues.  “I just want to 
go to the hospital and see who 
is still alive,” the distraught 
young woman, who was still 
dressed in her uniform, said 
early Monday. “I am calling 
them in vain, no response.”  
The death toll rose to 18 and 
authorities said many of the 
victims were children dining 
with their families on a Sunday 
night at the Aziz Istanbul res-
taurant when horror struck once 
again in Burkina Faso’s capital 
of Ouagadougou. At least 22 
people were wounded.  Less 
than two years ago, jihadists 
killed 30 people in a similar 
attack at the nearby Cappuc-
cino cafe, which only recently 
reopened in a city where fear of 
another attack has been high.  
Eight of the dead in Sunday’s 
attack were citizens of Burkina 
Faso, authorities said. Three 
Lebanese and two Canadians 
were also killed, according to 
the victims’ respective foreign 
ministries. Other victims came 
from Kuwait, Senegal, Nigeria, 
Turkey and France, state pros-
ecutor Maizan Sereme said.

The attack began around 
9 p.m. Sunday when the Aziz 
Istanbul, an upscale Turkish 
restaurant patronized by 
many foreigners, was packed 
with diners. Two young men 
wearing jeans and jackets drove 
up on motorcycles and began 
indiscriminately shooting at the 
people inside.



Talauega said there has also 
been a lot of talk in the commu-
nity and many questions from 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
One of them is the 2% wage 
tax, which the administration is 
seeking to repeal and part of the 
7% sales tax bill.

Under the 2% wage tax, 
Talauega said if a person makes 
$10,000 a year, $200 goes to 
the government annually. If the 
person makes $20,000 a year, 
that’s $400 taken out for the 
wage tax. 

He says many cabinet direc-
tors are in the salary bracket 
of $60,000 and up. And, if the 
annual pay is $60,000, that’s 
$1,200 taken out every year. 

He said the problem with the 
2% wage tax, is that only people 
who get paid over the table pay 
it, the rest don’t pay. So, if the 
wage tax is repealed the $200 or 
$400 or $1,200 is returned to the 
pockets of these workers. 

Other revenue measures 
cited by Talauega is repealing 
of the 5% miscellaneous excise 
tax and restructuring the indi-

vidual tax table starting next 
year, if enacted into law. 

And if it becomes law that 
means it’s a savings of about 
$250 — for the person claiming 
an individual, and $2,300 per 
taxpayer, married with family.

As for the sales tax, it applies 
only to retail goods, he said and 
noted that there are many needs 
of the government and there 
are many things that need to be 
done, but ASG lacks sufficient 
funding to carry them out. 

For example, there is money 
for American Samoa in under 
federal Medicaid program, but 
the government does not have 
sufficient money for matching 
funds, he said. 

Talauega pointed out that he 
has spoken to the private sector, 
and informed them that ASG 
needs $10 million to “function” 
every month, but ASG is unable 
to come up with that amount 
every month. 

(See Samoa News edition 
Aug. 4th for details)

Despite the shortfall, he said 
the government continues its 

service, although some services 
are not provided, due to the lack 
of funding. 

He pointed to what he 
described as a correction 
“fa’asaoga”, saying that the 
government is not “deficit 
spend[ing]” now — meaning, 
“we’re not spending money that 
we don’t have.” 

Talauega again pointed 
out that the government is 
not “deficit spend[ing]” and 
the governor and the admin-
istration continue to monitor 
incoming revenues and spend 
only money that is available to 
the government.

He reiterated that the gov-
ernment needs $10 million a 
month but not enough is coming 
in and this is the reason why the 
governor wants to implement 
a sales tax, in which everyone 
pays their fair share. 

At the close of his presen-
tation, Talauega apologized to 
cabinet members if his voice 
was a bit strong in delivering his 
statement, but he again called 
on cabinet members to work 
together, and start by talking 
to their lawmaker(s) regarding 
the Administration’s revenue 

measures. 
Lolo added, “Give the 

Fono our trust” on the revenue 
measures. 

He said the Administra-
tion’s work is transparent and 
the reason cabinet meetings 
are open to the news media to 
attend. 

BACKGROUND
Samoa News should point 

out that exactly how much 
it’s going to cost each house-
hold, per month or per year, 
has not been explained by the 
Administration. 

For example, in a LTE in yes-
terday’s paper, $2,000 per year 
is estimated to be the money 
the proposed taxes and fees are 
expected to cost per household 
in the territory. As the LTE said, 
that’s $2K less in our pockets, 
given to ASG to spend instead.

Of note, ASG has not said 
what it will be doing exactly 
to cut its expenses to meet its 
collection shortfalls; and the 
chair of the task force has only 
said that they are hopeful that 
this will be taken up at a later 
date, but it is not part of their 
mandate.
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also be present during a mass 
swearing-in ceremony for 31 
enlistees in the Delayed Entry 
Program (DEP) tomorrow at 4 
p.m., at the Veterans Memorial 
Stadium, if weather permits; 
otherwise, the event will take 
place at the Reserve Center.

The next swearing-in cer-
emony will not take place until 
January 2018.

The local US Army 
Recruiting Station made head-
lines recently, when they set a 
new record for the DEP, signing 
up 70 for active duty and 10 
for the US Army Reserve — 
the highest number for a single 
trip — globally. The highest 
number prior to that was 71, a 
record that was also set by the 
local US Army Recruiting Sta-
tion back in 2015.

But that’s not all.
On Sept. 9, 2014, the local 

US Army Recruiting Station 
was ranked #1 (worldwide) 
in production out of the 885 
Army recruiting stations and 
centers under the United States 
Army Recruiting Command 
(USAREC), which includes all 
regions representing the 50 US 
states, Puerto Rico, Guam, the 
Commonwealth of Northern 
Mariana Islands, the Federated 
States of Micronesia, Palau, 
the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, Korea, Japan, and 
Europe. 

During FY 2014, they put in 
a gross total of 153 recruits.

The following year in 2015, 
the total number of recruits 
increased to 171.

“This is the highest enlist-

ment from one recruiting office 
within a two-week timeframe,” 
shared SFC Tran during an 
earlier interview with Samoa 
News.

The Delayed Entry Pro-
gram, SFC Tran explained, 
means “our applicants can sign 
their contract and wait until 
training date. 

During this time, 
their status changes from ‘appli-
cant’ to Future Soldier (FS) and 
they are placed in the DEP to 
hold their training seat.”

A Future Soldier in the 
DEP is required “to main-
tain their physical standard as 
the day they entered the DEP, 
and the recruiter will assist 
them with additional admin-
istrative requirements prior 
to training date i.e. physical 
training, bank set-up for direct 
deposits, and completing and 
passing the occupational phys-
ical assessment test.”

There are three DEP trips per 
fiscal year. 

SFC Tran said that this 
year’s DEP record is a result of 
a combination of things, with 
more exceptions being granted 
and more training seats opening 
up for the territory’s applicants.

It was a little more than five 
years ago that American Samoa 
made national headlines when 
it recorded the highest number 
of casualties in Iraq per capita 
than any other part of the United 
States. 

That year, over 4,250 Amer-
ican service members had been 
killed in Iraq and 17 of them 
were from American Samoa.

➧ Memorial service…
Continued from page 1

➧ Task Force chair…
Continued from page 1



by Samoa News Staff
FILIPINO COMMUNITY 

CONSULATE OUTREACH 
PROGRAM

The recently elected leaders 
of the local Filipino commu-
nity are already making things 
happen for their countrymen 
who now call American Samoa 
home.

As part of their quest in 
improving services, the leaders 
have reached out to the Fili-
pino Consulate in Honolulu, to 
pay a visit to the territory, to 
offer help in critical matters like 
immigration.

Samoa News has confirmed 
that everything has been final-
ized, and the Philippines Con-
sulate’s Honolulu represen-
tatives will host an outreach 
program in the territory August 
26- 28 at the Fagatogo Square.

During that time, members 
of the local Filipino community 
will be assisted in matters con-
cerning citizenship including 
passport renewals, as well as 
applications for notarial ser-
vices, authentication of docu-
ments, reports of births and mar-
riages, dual citizenships, and the 
administration of the Oath of 
Allegiance for dual citizenship. 

As part of the agenda, the 
Filipino community will be 
holding a ceremonial oath 
taking for the newly elected 
officers and board of directors 
for the Filipino Community of 
American Samoa (FCAS) and a 

welcome ceremony for Consul 
General, Gina A. Jamoralin and 
delegates, set to be held at the 

Governor H. Rex Lee Audito-
rium at the conclusion of the 
first day of the Consul outreach 
program from 7p.m. to 10p.m.

USDOT AWARDS $3M 
GRANT TO PAGO PAGO 
AIRPORT FOR RUNWAY 

REPAIR 
Washington, D.C. - Monday, 

August 14, 2017 – U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation Sec-
retary Elaine L. Chao today 
announced the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) will 
award a $3 million infrastruc-
ture grant to Pago Pago Interna-
tional Airport to repair Runway 
5/23. The grant is one of $162.4 
million awarded today to 72 
airports around the country as 
a part of the FAA’s Airport 
Improvement Program.  The 
program funds various types of 
airport infrastructure projects, 
including runways, taxiways, 
and airport signage, lighting, 
and markings which help to 
create thousands of jobs.

“The Airport Improvement 
Program helps to maintain our 
aviation infrastructure and sup-
ports safety, capacity, security 
and environmental improve-
ments,” said Secretary Chao.  
“This is an important invest-
ment in American Samoa’s 
air service and the economic 
vitality of the region.”

Airports are entitled to a 
certain amount of AIP funding 
each year, based on passenger 

volume. If their capital project 
needs exceed their available 
entitlement funds, then the 

FAA can supplement their 
entitlements with discretionary 
funding.   To date this year, the 
U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion has announced more than 
1,351 new grants to nearly 1,205 
airports for a total of $2.1 bil-
lion.  These grants will provide 
funds for 564 runway projects 
and 475 taxiway projects that 
are important to the safety and 
efficiency of the nation’s system 
of airports. The FAA will issue 
AIP grants to the airports over 
the next several weeks in time 
to take advantage of the summer 
construction season. The grants 
will ensure the projects at these 
airports are either under con-
struction or completed prior to 
the onset of the winter season, 
which comes in late fall in some 
parts of the country.

(SOURCE: FAA NEWS, 
WASHINGTON DC)

AUMUA AMATA WEL-
COMES SIGNING OF VA 

CHOICE ACT 
Washington, D.C. – Monday, 

August 14, 2017 — Congress-
woman Aumua Amata, who 
serves on the Veterans Affairs 
Committee and its Health 

Subcommittee, welcomed the 
signing into law of the VA 
Choice and Quality Employ-
ment Act of 2017.

“Veterans in American 
Samoa and other remote areas 
continue to face obstacles to 
getting the care they deserve, 
and efforts like this one make 
a positive difference,” said 
Amata. “This act is another step 
forward, authorizing a $2.1 bil-
lion increase in funds for the 
Veterans Choice Program at the 
VA, and helping preserve and 
grow this program to assist our 
veterans with the medical care 
they’ve earned.”

Veterans are eligible for the 
Veterans Choice Program if 
they live more than 40 miles 
from the closest VA medical 
facility, or wait times are over 
30 days from the clinically indi-
cated date. 

The program was started 
in 2014 to ensure veterans can 
get services in their own com-
munities, and the VA Choice 
and Quality Employment Act 
preserves that effort, prevents 
any interruption in services, and 
expands its reach through the 

new funds. 
The Act also strengthens the 

VA by investing in recruitment 
and retention of medical profes-
sionals and the VA workforce.

On August 9, the Congress-
woman was privileged to host a 
Veterans Choice Workshop in 
American Samoa to help vet-
erans and their families know 
their options. The VA sent rep-
resentatives of the VA’s third-
party administrator, TriWest 
Healthcare Alliance, to lend 
first-hand expertise to this ben-
eficial informational session.

“I so appreciate the work 
of Chairman Phil Roe and all 
the Members of the Veterans 
Affairs Committee for their 
efforts on behalf of the Veterans 
Choice Program and the help it 
provides the veterans we serve,” 
continued the Congresswoman. 
“Thank you also to VA Secre-
tary David Shulkin for his com-
mitment to this program and the 
recent developments at the VA 
to increase healthcare access 
everywhere.”

DHS-TEMCO TO CON-
DUCT A FUNCTIONAL 
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and the defendant is to serve 
120-days in jail, as part of a 
24-month probation period. The 
50-days of pretrial confinement 
counts towards the defendant’s 
term of imprisonment. The 
court also set various conditions 
of probation and Sunia informed 
the defendant that violating any 
of those conditions means she 
will serve out the remaining 12 
months. 

(Original Samoan story pub-
lished in the Aug. 9th Lali sec-
tion of Samoa News)

ROPETI MUAO
The High Court has taken 

under consideration a plea 
agreement read last week in 
which a 46-year old man pled 
guilty to using a sharp weapon 
that caused injuries to a juvenile. 

Ropeti Muao was initially 
charged with felony first degree 
assault, punishable by life in 
prison or at least 30 years in 
jail; but under a plea agree-
ment with the government, the 
defendant will plead guilty to 
second degree assault - which 
is still a felony - punishable by 
no more than 5 years imprison-
ment, or a fine of not more than 
$5,000 or both.   With the guilty 
plea, the defendant admits that 
some time on May 4th this year, 
he caused serious injuries to a 
juvenile by using a 12-inch pair 
of scissors to hit the victim’s 
head and neck several times.

Muao, who remains in cus-
tody at the TCF, returns to 
court on Oct. 27th for another 
hearing, during which the court 
is expected to announce its 
decision on the plea agreement. 

FERETI LAUTALA
During his initial appear-

ance in District Court last week, 
24-year-old Fereti Lautala pled 
not guilty plea to two misde-
meanor counts of stealing and 
public peace disturbance.

 He was released on his own 
recognizance to await another 
court appearance, scheduled for 
next month. 

Lautala is accused of stealing 
a bag containing carpentry 
equipment from the bed of  a 
pickup truck two weeks ago 
in Utulei. A tax driver, whose 
taxi was in the area where the 
alleged incident occurred, wit-
nessed the matter and quickly 
reported it to police, who were 
able to apprehend the defen-
dant, along with the bag.

According to court informa-
tion, police could smell alcohol 
on the defendant when he was 
taken into custody. Under the 
conditions of release set by the 
court, the defendant is prohib-
ited from consuming alcohol 
and he is to remain a law 
abiding citizen. 

(Original Samoan story pub-
lished in the Aug. 11th Lali sec-
tion of Samoa News)

➧ Court Report…
Continued from page 3

Congresswoman Amata with Johnny Mapu (Patient Advocate & Readjustment Counselor), Filo-
mena Lefiti (PSA) and Corabelle Tusiofo (RN) during the Veterans Choice Workshop on Aug. 9, 
3017, hosted by the congresswoman and held in American Samoa. Read story for details.

  [Courtesy photo]

(Continued on page 15)
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Rescue workers carry the body of a victim from the site of a mudslide in Regent, east of Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, Monday, Aug. 14, 2017. Mudslides and torrential flooding has killed many people in 
and around Sierra Leone’s capital early Monday following heavy rains, with many victims thought 
to be trapped in homes buried under tons of mud.  (AP Photo/ Manika Kamara)

At least 
300 dead in 
Sierra Leone 
mudslides

and flooding
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone 

(AP) — Mudslides and torren-
tial flooding killed more than 
300 people in and around Sierra 
Leone’s capital early Monday 
following heavy rains, with 
many victims trapped in homes 
buried under tons of mud.

Survivors and volunteers 
dug through the mud and debris 
at times with their bare hands in 
a desperate search for missing 
relatives, and military per-
sonnel were deployed to help 
with the rescue operation in the 
West African nation.

Sierra Leone’s national 
broadcaster announced late 
Monday that the death toll had 
risen above 300. Initial Red 
Cross estimates said as many as 
3,000 people were left homeless 
by the disaster and that figure 
was expected to rise. Commu-
nications and electricity also 
were affected.

The mortuary at Connaught 
Hospital was overwhelmed 
by the number of dead, and 
bodies had to be spread out on 
the floor, coroner’s technician 
Sinneh Kamara said.

The toll did not include the 
untold numbers buried alive in 
their homes as they slept. More 
bodies also were expected to be 
found as floodwaters receded.

In an interview with the 
Sierra Leone National Broad-
casting Corp., Kamara urged 
the health department to deploy 
more ambulances to bolster the 
four belonging to the hospital.

The broadcaster interrupted 
regular programming.
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On Sunday, Aug. 6, 2017, Major James T. Fe’a-Fiame was promoted to the rank of LT Colonel  of the 29th Infantry Brigade Combat Team — Hawaii Army National 
Guard.  Fe’a-Fiame is the son of T. Tusapa and Telesia  Fiame of Iliili & Manua. He is married to Ursula Steffany, daughter of Sepp & Terri Steffany, and the couple has 
3 children: James, Gabriella, & Mykhaila.  [photo: courtesy]

HIGASHISHIRAKAWA, 
Japan (AP) — The former U.S. 
Marine knew the calligraphy-
covered flag he took from a 
fallen Japanese soldier 73 years 
ago was more than a keepsake 
of World War II. It was a trea-
sure that would fill a void for 
the dead man’s family. But 
Marvin Strombo did not know 
how deep that void was.

The flag he is to hand over 
to Sadao Yasue’s younger 
brother Tatsuo and his relatives 
Tuesday will be the first trace 
of their brother. The Japanese 
authorities only gave them a 
wooden box containing a few 
rocks, a substitution for the 
remains that have never been 
found.

Strombo has said he also 
wanted to tell the family his 
observation of their brother at 
the scene.

Strombo, 93, who was part 
of an elite scout-sniper pla-
toon fighting a 1944 battle on 
Saipan, spotted a dead Japanese 
soldier lying on the ground, 
with something white poking 
out from his jacket. He could 
tell it was “something special.” 
He initially hesitated, but took 
it because if he didn’t someone 
else would or it may get lost 
forever. He told the soldier he 
would return it to his family 
someday.

The flag’s white background 
is filled with signatures of 180 
friends and neighbors in this 
tea-growing mountain village 
of Higashishirakawa, wishing 
Yasue’s safe return. “Good 
luck forever at the battlefield,” 
a message on it reads. Looking 
at the names and their hand-

writing, Yasue clearly recalls 
their faces and friendship with 
his brother.

“The flag will be our trea-
sure,” Tatsuya Yasue, a 
younger brother of the fallen 
soldier, told the Associated 
Press at his 400-year-old house. 
The 89-year-old farmer says the 
return of the flag brings a clo-
sure to him and his brother.

“It’s like the war has finally 
ended and my brother can come 
out of the limbo,” he said.

Yasue last saw his older 
brother alive the day before 
he left for the South Pacific in 
1943. Tatsuya and two siblings 
had a small send-off picnic for 
the oldest brother outside his 
military unit over sushi and 
Japanese sweet mochi, which 
became their last meal together. 
At the end of the meeting, his 
brother lowered his voice, 
asking Tetsuya to take good care 
of their parents, as he would be 
sent to the Pacific islands, harsh 
battlegrounds where chances of 
survival were low.

A year later, the wooden box 
containing the stones arrived. 
Months after the war ended, 
the authorities told Yasue his 
brother died somewhere in the 
Marianas on July 18, 1944, at 
age 25.

“That’s all we were told 
about my brother, and we could 
only imagine what might have 
happened,” he said. Yasue and 
his relatives wondered Sadao 
might have died at sea off 
Saipan. About 20 years ago, 
Yasue visited Saipan with his 
younger brother, imagining 
what their older brother might 
have gone through.

US WWII vet in Japan 
to return flag to fallen 

soldier family
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CORRECTS LAST NAME TO HEIMBACH FROM HEINBACH - Matthew Heimbach, center, 
voices his displeasure at the media aft er a court hearing for James Alex Fields Jr., in front of court in 
Charlottesville, Va., Monday, Aug. 14, 2017. A judge has denied bond for Fields accused of plowing 
his car into a crowd at a white nationalist rally.  (AP Photo/Steve Helber)

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. 
(AP) — Emboldened and pro-
claiming victory after a bloody 
weekend in Virginia, white 
nationalists are planning more 
demonstrations to promote their 
agenda following the violence 
that left a woman dead and 
dozens injured.

The University of Florida 
said white provocateur Richard 
Spencer, whose appearances 
sometimes stoke unrest, is 
seeking permission to speak 
there next month. And white 
nationalist Preston Wiginton 
had said he was planning a 
“White Lives Matter” rally at 
Texas A&M University in Sep-
tember, but the university later 
said it had been canceled.

Also, a neo-Confederate 
group has asked the state of Vir-
ginia for permission to rally at a 
monument to Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee in Richmond on 
Sept. 16, and other events are 
likely.

“We’re going to be more 
active than ever before,” Mat-
thew Heimbach, a white nation-
alist leader, said Monday.

James Alex Fields Jr., a 
young man who was said to 
idolize Adolf Hitler and Nazi 
Germany in high school, was 
charged with killing a woman 
by slamming a car into a group 
of counter-protesters at a white 
nationalist rally Sunday in 
Charlottesville, Virginia.

Fields, 20, who recently 
moved to Ohio from his home 
state of Kentucky, was held 
without bail on murder charges. 
He was photographed at the 
rally behind a shield bearing the 
emblem of the white nationalist 
Vanguard America, though the 
group denied he was a member.

Two state troopers also died 
Sunday when their helicopter 
crashed during an effort to con-
tain the violence.

The U.S. Justice Department 
said it will review the violence, 
and Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions told ABC that the death 
of counter-protester Heather 
Heyer, 32, met the defi nition of 
domestic terrorism.

White nationalists said they 
were undaunted.

Heimbach, who said he 
was pepper-sprayed during the 
melee in Charlottesville, called 
the event Saturday “an abso-
lute stunning victory” for the 
far right because of the large 
number of supporters who 
descended on the city to decry 
plans to remove a statue of Lee.

Hundreds of white national-
ists, white supremacists, neo-
Nazis, Ku Klux Klan members 
and others were involved, by 
some estimates, in what Heim-
bach, leader of the Tradition-
alist Workers Party, called the 
nation’s biggest such event in 
a decade or more. Even more 
opponents turned out, and the 
two sides clashed violently.

A neo-Nazi website that 
helped promote the gathering 
said there will be more events 
soon.

“We are going to start 
doing this nonstop. Across the 
country,” said the site, which 
internet domain host GoDaT-
uesday, August 15, 2017 said 
it was shutting down after it 
mocked the woman killed in 
Charlottesville.

The head of the National 
Socialist Movement, Jeff 
Schoep, said Charlottesville 
was a “really good” white 
nationalist event that was being 
overshadowed by the deaths. 
“Any time someone loses their 
life it’s unfortunate,” he said.

He blamed the violence on 
inadequate police protection 
and counter-demonstrators and 
said he doubts white nationalists 
will be deterred from attending 
more such demonstrations.

Preserving memorials to 
the Old South has become 
an animating force for the 
white nationalist movement, 
not because all members are 
Southern, Schoep said, but 
because adherents see the 
drive to remove such monu-
ments as part of a larger, anti-
white crusade.  “It’s an assault 
on American freedoms. Today 
it’s Confederate monuments. 
Tomorrow it may be the Con-
stitution or the American fl ag,” 
Schoep said.  At the University 
of Florida, where Spencer has 
asked to speak, President W. 
Kent Fuchs called the events in 
Virginia “deplorable” but indi-
cated school offi cials might be 
unable to block his appearance.

“While this speaker’s views 
do not align with our values as 
an institution, we must follow 
the law, upholding the First 
Amendment not to discriminate 
based on content and provide 
access to a public space,” Fuchs 
said in a message on the univer-
sity’s Facebook page.

Auburn University spent 
almost $30,000 in legal fees in 
an unsuccessful attempt to pre-
vent Spencer from speaking on 
its campus in Alabama in April.

White nationalists: 
Charlottesville just 

a beginning

FAIRNESS
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599
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TriWest reps Donna Hoffmeier and Hal Blair with Congresswoman Amata during the Veterans Choice Workshop on Aug. 9, 3017, hosted by the congresswoman and 
held in American Samoa. Read story for details. [Courtesy photo]

EXERCISE TOMORROW
The American Samoa Department of Home-

land Security/ TEMCO Division wishes to advise 
the public that as part of our Disaster Prepared-
ness Training, we will be conducting a Func-
tional Exercise (FE) for Tsunami called “Sunami 
2017”. The Functional Exercise will be for one 
day, Wednesday, August 16, 2017, and it will 
start at 07:30 a.m. and conclude at 03:00 p.m. 

The A.P. Lutali Executive Office Building 
(EOB) will be evacuated as part of the functions 
of the exercise. 

Please do not be alarmed in hearing the sound 
of the emergency indoor siren this Wednesday at 
the Executive Office Building at noon. 

The goal of the Functional Exercise is to 
validate and evaluate the Territorial Emergency 
Operation Plan (TEOP) and the American Samoa 
Government (ASG) departmental Standard Oper-
ation Procedure (SOP). 

Please do not be alarmed — this is just an 
EXERCISE.   Should you have any questions, 
please contact 699-0411 or 699-3800.  

(Source: DHS/ TEMCO Office)

Congresswoman Amata and Dr. Urhle during the Veterans 
Choice Workshop on Aug. 9, 3017, hosted by the congresswoman 
and held in American Samoa. Read story for details.

 [Courtesy photo]

➧ Community briefs…
Continued from page 11
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