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Maatulimanu Maea is the winner 
of Rotary’s flat screen TV that was 
donated by Cost U Less for the annual 
Rotary Club Golf Tournament raffle. 
Presenting the prize is Rotary Club 
president John Raynar.
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Former DPS officer 
Letuli pleads guilty to 
possession of “Ice”

REPORT ALLEGES THAT SHE SPENT HOURS WITH 
AN UNNAMED DRIVER AT THE JDC COMPOUND

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

One of the DPS officers, who was assigned to the Juve-
nile Detention Center (JDC) in Tafuna and arrested 
last April for various crimes including bringing drugs 

into the facility entered into a plea agreement with the govern-
ment yesterday.

Alofagia Letuli, who is still in custody unable to post a 
$50,000 surety bond, was initially charged with 3 counts of 
unlawful possession of a controlled substance, to wit: metham-
phetamine; 3 counts of permitting escape — all class D felonies 
— and 2 misdemeanor counts of endangering the welfare of a 
child.

But under a plea agreement, Letuli will plead guilty to one 
count of unlawful possession of a controlled substance, to wit; 
methamphetamine, and the remaining charges will be dismissed, 
if she complies with conditions of the plea agreement.

With her guilty plea, Letuli admits that between April 1 and 
July 31, 2016 while working at the JDC as a police officer, 
she unlawfully possessed a controlled substance without legal 
authority or justification. 

One of the conditions mentioned in the plea bargain requires 
Letuli to be a witness in the government’s case against her two 
co-defendants — Okesene Alo and Olataga Wilson — who are 
set to go to trial.

The “Drug Incident in JDC by On-Duty Officers” report, 
obtained by Samoa News, details allegations against the four 
defendants for “illegal activities prohibited by law”.

There are four defendants in total. The cases against Alo, 
Wilson, and Letuli are now in High Court, while the case against 
the fourth defendant, Junior Utuga, is still in the District Court. 
He is facing misdemeanor charges.

The names of the officers are listed on the first page of the 
report, which also explains in detail the role of officers in the 
illegal activities, as well as interviews with juveniles conducted 
by the supervisor.

It’s alleged in the report that former juvenile detainees 
returned to the JDC to carry out illegal activities.

One of the juveniles mentioned in the report told the JDC 
supervisor that he saw Letuli smoking ice while in the bath-
room and the kitchen. The report further states that Letuli 
allowed another juvenile to drive police unit #51 inside the JDC 
compound.

It’s alleged that Letuli locked the juvenile inside a cell when 
an unknown vehicle entered the JDC at night, and she’d spend 
2- 3 hours with the driver of the vehicle. The juvenile was only 

(Continued on page 7)

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

A 195-year-old prestigious student 
debate society based in Oxford, Eng-
land and has previously hosted well-

known world leaders in every field, has invited 
Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga to share with them 
his experiences in the territory.

Lolo’s “Invitation to speak at the Oxford 
Union” dated Apr. 4, 2018 came from society 
president Gui Cavalcanti, who wrote, “We would 
be thrilled to host you at any point” from Apr. 23 
to June 15, 2018.

There was no word at press time whether or 
not the governor has accepted the invite. 

In the invitation, Cavalcanti explained that 
Oxford Union “has a rich history” and was 
founded in 1823 “to protect and uphold the prin-

ciples of free speech and debate in England at a 
time when they were under threat, [and] it has 
grown to become the most prestigious student 
society in the world.”

Oxford Union has hosted world leaders in 
every field, including Albert Einstein, Sir Win-
ston Churchill, former US Presidents Reagan, 
Nixon, and Carter, Malcolm X, Mother Teresa, 
the Dalai Lama, Michael Jackson, Diego Mara-
dona, Malala Yousafzai, Morgan Freeman, and 
Sir Elton John, to name but a few, according to 
Cavalcanti.

“It would be an honour if you were to con-
tinue this fine tradition,” Cavalcanti wrote to the 
governor in the invitation letter. 

“Your service has touched an impressive array 
of sectors in American Samoa: education, busi-

World-renowned Oxford Union 
— debate society — wants to 

host Governor Lolo 

US Census Bureau officials, Bill Samples and Robert Nusz, at the ASG Commerce Department 
Office, following a Samoa News interview. The two officials, on island since Tuesday, are working 
with DOC to prepare for the launching of the 2017 Economic Census for American Samoa this year. 
Response by businesses is mandatory under federal law. For details see story inside.
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Break-out of specific prod-
ucts and services offered by 
US businesses — including 
those in American Samoa — 
is a new questionnaire for the 
2017 Economic Census, in 
which responses and participa-
tion is “mandatory” under fed-
eral law, according to two US 
Census Bureau officials, who 
“encourage” local businesses to 
participate.

With the new age of modern 
technology, businesses are 
encouraged to respond online, 
but businesses in the US insular 
areas will get paper back-up 
response forms, as the federal 
agency is aware of the internet 
situation in the territories. 

Conducted every five-years, 
the 2017 Economic Census is 
now being prepared for Amer-
ican Samoa with the arrival 
Monday night of two US 

Census Bureau officials - Bill 
Samples, the Assistant Survey 
Director for the Economic 
Census and Robert Nusz, the 
Economic Census Assistant 
Survey Director, Staff Chief. 

The pair, who traveled from 
Washington D.C. and depart 
the territory tonight, have been 
working this week with the 
ASG Commerce Department 
Statistical Division. 

“The Economic Census is 
the official measure of the ter-
ritory’s business and economy,” 
DOC director Keniseli Lafaele 
said yesterday responding to 
Samoa News inquiries. “The 
Economic Census also serves 
as statistical benchmark for the 
Gross Domestic Product.”

“Data from the census is used 
by businesses, policy-makers, 
government and community for 
economic development, busi-
ness decisions, and strategic 

planning,” he said when asked 
about the importance of the 
Economic Census. 

This was echoed by Sam-
ples, during a Samoa News 
interview Tuesday with Nusz 
at the DOC office. He said data 
from the census is also used by 
trade associations, economic 
development agencies and the 
government “to help in making 
policy decisions and other busi-
ness decisions.”

According to the Census 
Bureau information sheet, the 
Economic Census of the Insular 
Areas is the primary source of 
official statistics that a company 
can use to among other things, 
develop business plans, open 
new locations, access market 
trends and attract investment. 
More information on [www.
census.gov/EconomicCensus]

Samples explained that data 
collection for the 2017 eco-

nomic census is basically the 
same that the agency collects 
every five years — revenue, 
payroll, employment and other 
various industry data items. 
“And the data can be trended 
from five years ago to now, 
to see how the economy has 
changed for different indus-
tries,” he said.

Both Samples and Nusz 
emphasized that data collection 
and responses from businesses 
are “confidential” and covered 
by federal law: U.S. Code Title 
26 covers data collected by the 
US Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) and US Code Title 13, 
covers all data collected by the 
Census Bureau. 

“Census [Bureau] takes con-
fidentiality very seriously,” said 
Nusz, adding that the Census 
Bureau has administrative 
records from the IRS and the 
IRS laws “covers our data as 
well.”

Keeping data collected and 
responses from businesses  “as 
confidential information” has 
been a major concern for local 
businesses over the years and 
the reason Samoa News pressed 
for specific information on 
confidentiality. 

And what does the Census 
Bureau need from the business 
community for the economic 
census? Nusz said, “We need 
the private sector to respond, 
because that ensures the best 
quality data.”

“Because this is something 
we do every five years, as things 
change a lot in five years, this is 
a unique opportunity to collect 
these kinds of statistics,” said 
Nusz, who noted that he doesn’t 
think the territorial government 
collects “these detailed statistics 
on businesses here. So this is 
the main opportunity to collect 
this type of economic data about 
American Samoa.”

How useful is the economic 
data collected to a company 
looking to expand or invest 
in American Samoa? Nusz 
responded, “They can use the 
data to see trends, even though 
it’s trends from five years ago, 
they can see different industries 
increasing or decreasing from 
one economic census to the 
next.”

Samples added, a company 
“would [also] be able to see rev-
enue, employment and payroll” 
data. 

NEW ADDITION 
For the 2017 economic 

census, a new addition has 
been added to the question-
naire dealing with specific prod-
ucts and services offered by all 
businesses. 

“In the past, we didn’t collect 
very much detail on the prod-
ucts and services sold by busi-
nesses in American Samoa,” 
said Nusz, adding that “we had 
one questionnaire that covered 
all businesses in American 
Samoa in previous economic 
censuses.”

“This time we will have 8 

industry specific questionnaires. 
We are able to put different 
things in those 8 questionnaires 
tailored to each industry that it 
covers,” he added. 

Samples explained that this 
“is a breakout of the reported 
revenue. So if a business reports 
$100,000 in revenue, we then 
ask them to break that out into 
the different products and ser-
vices that they offer.”

Asked if this will help with 
data collection and analysis, by 
breaking it down, Nusz said, 
“Yes, it will help us better clas-
sify [business] establishments. 
Sometimes it’s difficult to clas-
sify what industry they’re in, 
based on the responses.”

In the past, “one of the things 
that we do, is we ask  ‘what kind 
of business are you?’ And we 
list different choices, for them 
to check and provide them a 
place to write it in, if none of 
those apply,” he explained. 

“Based on what they write 
in, it would be hard to determine 
what they mean. We also ask 
them - what types of products 
and services do you offer and 
that helps us classify establish-
ments,” Nusz further explained. 

However, the “new addition” 
of “products and services” pro-
vides a much clearer response, 
according to the Census Bureau 
officials. 

Nusz explained, “Products 
and services is a new classifica-
tion for the entire” US, called 
the North American Product 
Classification System (details 
on www.census.gov/NAPCS). 

Also in the past, said Nusz, 
American Samoa had the types 
of products and services col-
lected for the accommodations 
and food services sector only. 
“So now all sectors are going 
to have the ability to report this 
product and service data,” he 
noted. 

DEADLINES AND 
RESPONSES

The Economic Census will 
be mailed out beginning May 
1st, with a due date of June 12, 
“but we do have our collection 
window open for a long period 
of time, if responders reach out 
and ask for extensions,” Sam-
ples said. 

The Census Bureau officials 
say the “response is manda-
tory”, required under Title 13 of 
the U.S. Code. 

Tentative date for release of 
the 2017 Economic Census is 
October 2019. 

 “It takes time to analyze the 
data, as well as collect the data, 
even though there’s a due date 
of June 12, 2018,” said Sam-
ples, when asked why it takes so 
long for the economic census to 
be released. “We spend a lot of 
time doing non-response follow 
up, probably six months after 
our due date.”

“And so by the time, we get 
the data in the house, it takes 
us another six to 8 months to 
review the data and publish it,” 

FA’ASALALAUGA 
EFKAS UTULEI

E muamua lava ona matou fa’atulou atu Tutuila ma Manu’a i ou 
Paia ma ou Sa
Le Paia o le Faleagafulu fa’apea le Manu’atele. E fa’atulou atu 
foi i le Usoga ia Tumua ma Pule. Matou te faatulou atu fo’i i 
paia o Ekalesia eseese i totonu o si o tatou atunuu faapea le au 
faigaluega Paia a le Atua, i soo se fata faitaulaga. Tulou, Tulou, 
Tulou lava. 
A’o lenei Fa’asalalauga e fia fa’ailoa atu ai i le Paia ma le 
mamalu o le atunu’u. O le a fa’ataunuuina le se’i o le numera 
laki a le EFKAS UTULEI i le Aso To’ana’i Aperila 7, 2018 e pei 
ona fuafuaina. O le mea lea e talosaga atu ai ma le fa’aaloalo 
i Paia ma Mamalu o i latou uma o lo’o i ai pepa se’i a lenei 
Ekalesia. Fa’amolemole fa’afesoata’i mai i telefoni o lo’o i ai i 
totonu o le pepa se’i, pe tala mai aao e fa’ao’o mai i le matou 
faleie i tua ifo i le fale o le malo i Utulei, i tafatafa o le Samoan 
Affairs (Utulei Malae).
O lenei fa’amoemoe o le a amataina i le ta’aloga o le Bingo i le 
itula e 10:00 i le taeao o lea lava aso, i le Utulei malae, a maea 
ona soso’o lea ma le Se’i. 
Matou tatalo ia alofa le Atua tatou feiloa’i i lea aso i lona alofa. 

Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai Tele Lava. 
Ma Le Fa’aaloalo Tele, 

EFKAS UTULEI

SE’I•RAFFLE•SE’I

2017 Economic Census for American 
Samoa being prepared

PARTICIPATION AND RESPONSE IS “MANDATORY” UNDER FEDERAL LAW — AND CONFIDENTIAL

(Continued on page 11)
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

A man who attempted to 
pick a fight with his father and 
then assaulted his sister has 
been ordered by District Court 
Judge Fiti Sunia to serve 45 
days at the TCF for violating 
conditions of his probation. He 
is also placed on probation for 
24 months after he pled guilty 
to private peace disturbance and 
third degree assault.

Afu Suiaunoa appeared in 
court yesterday morning for 
a pretrial conference, where 
his attorney, Public Defender 
Douglas Fiaui revealed that 
both sides have reached an 
agreement and his client wishes 
to plead guilty to the charges 
against him.

Suiaunoa was initially facing 
charges in two separate cases.

For the first case, he was 
charged with public peace dis-
turbance and private peace dis-
turbance. In a separate case, 
Suiaunoa was facing charges of 
third degree assault and public 
peace disturbance.

Suiaunoa agreed to plead 
guilty to private peace distur-
bance in the first case, and third 
degree assault in the other.

For the charge of private 
peace disturbance, Suiaunoa 
admits that on Dec. 09, 2017, 
while he was drunk, he engaged 
in a fist fight with his sister, 
during which he punched her in 
the facial area multiple times, 
causing injuries to her face. 

For the charge of third degree 
assault, the defendant admits 
that on Feb. 20, 2018 while he 
was also drunk, he disturbed the 

peace at his home by engaging 
in a verbal argument with his 
father and challenging him to a 
fight.

With his plea of guilt — in 
both cases — Suiaunoa admits 
that he violated conditions of 
his 24-month probation by con-
suming alcohol and disturbing 
the peace.

(Suiaunoa was placed on 
probation for 24 months last 
year following a third degree 
assault conviction. In December 
2017, only a few months after he 
was put on probation, Suiaunoa 
was in court again, charged 
with private peace disturbance, 
but he was released on his own 
recognizance, under the condi-
tion that he maintains the peace 
within his family. A month later, 
Suiaunoa was arrested again 
and this time, he was charged 
with third-degree assault).

When given the chance to 
address the court, Suiaunoa, 
who has been held in custody 
without bail since his arrest on 
Feb. 20, apologized to the court 
for his actions and asked for 
another chance to return home. 

He said being in prison is not 
good for him, because he misses 
his parents and his family. But 
he didn’t apologize to his father 
and sister, the victims in the two 
cases.

Fiaui asked the court to 
adopt the recommendation 
made by the government in their 
agreement, to give Suiaunoa 
a probated sentence instead of 
revoking his probation.

Fiaui said Suiaunoa admitted 
to his actions and he takes full 
responsibility for what hap-

pened. He also told the court 
that his client now realizes how 
bad it is for him not to comply 
with conditions of his probation.

Prosecutor Bianca Lherisson 
asked the court to sentence the 
defendant to a term of impris-
onment because not only did he 
violate conditions of his proba-
tion, he also poses a threat to 
his own family, evident in his 
engaging in a fight with his 
sister.

“You are living a dangerous 
life sir, you need to change your 
behavior before it’s too late. 
Your probation is revoked and 
you’re ordered to serve 45 days 
at the TCF in Tafuna,” Judge 
Sunia told Suiaunoa.

For the charge of private 
peace disturbance, Suiaunoa 
was ordered to serve 15 days 
in jail, and 120 days for third 
degree assault. 

But the court suspended the 
execution of the prison sen-
tences and placed Suiaunoa on 
probation for the period of 24 
months under the following 
conditions: 

He has to keep the peace in 
his family at all times; he must 
stay alcohol and drug free; he 
has to attend and complete 
anger management and alcohol 
counseling; and he has to pay a 
fine of $100.

“If you’re back in court 
again, you will be ordered to 
serve your suspended imprison-
ment terms,” Judge Sunia told 
Suiaunoa. “Do something good 
in life and don’t appear before 
the court again.”

Man who assaulted his sister 
gets 24 months probation

HE PUNCHED HER FACE AND ALSO PICKED A FIGHT WITH HIS DAD

NAPA SAMOA 
699-NAPA/6272

NEED a 
Battery?

Stop by today and check out  
our new arrivals in store.

Go to NAPA!

3 year warranty
18 months FREE Battery

Check out our display of Commercial Batteries, Valve-Regulated 
Lead Acid Batteries, Wet Cell Batteries, Lithium-ion Batteries in 
different sizes. 
We also carry a wide range of Oil, Grease, Chemicals, 
Replacement Parts, Muffler Pipes, Automotive Care Products, 
Sealants, Automotive Tools, Automotive Paint and more.

Currently has an opening for an “Electronic Technician”.
Must have completed electronic courses and certified, with at least 

5 years of experience in servicing Mopeds.
Salary will commensurate with experience.  Please email your 

resume to rocketeermotors@gmail.com. Thank you.

Employment 
Opportunity

By AMANDA LEE 
MYERS, Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Four Marines were killed when 
their helicopter crashed while 
they were practicing desert 
landings in Southern California, 
the Miramar air station in San 
Diego said Wednesday.

The Marines took off from 
a ground-combat center in the 
city of Twentynine Palms for 
the routine training mission on 
Tuesday.

The massive CH-53E Super 
Stallion crashed about 100 
miles (160 kilometers) to the 
south in a remote desert area 
just outside of El Centro, near 
the U.S.-Mexico border. There 
were no survivors.

The helicopter was with the 
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing out 
of Miramar air station in San 
Diego.

Practicing desert landings is 
a routine part of training, said 
Capt. Morgan Frazer with the 

3rd Marine Aircraft Wing.
“We’re supposed to prac-

tice landing in austere environ-
ments,” Frazer said. “It allows 
them to practice landing with 
reduced visibilities because of 
the dust that gets blown up from 
the rotor.”

Such landings also require 
extremely good communication 
among a team, since some crew 
members might not be able to 
see anything at all, she said.

The cause of the crash is 
under investigation and could 
take months to determine.

Weather doesn’t appear to be 
a factor.

“It was pretty much a warm 
clear day,” said Chief Deputy 
Thomas Garcia with the Impe-
rial Valley Sheriff’s Office. 
“Nothing stormy or rainy or 
anything like that.”

The bodies of the Marines 
were recovered from the crash 
site late Tuesday and taken to a 
coroner’s facility, said Deputy 

Coroner Derrick Lindberg with 
the Imperial Valley Sheriff’s 
Office.

The Marine Corps will take 
custody of the bodies to conduct 
autopsies, he said.

“We ask that you keep these 
brave service members in your 
thoughts and prayers,” said a 
Facebook post by the nearby 
Naval Air Facility El Centro, 
one of the many agencies that 
responded to the crash site.

The names of the Marines 
were expected to be released on 
Thursday.

President Donald Trump 
sent his condolences to the fam-
ilies, tweeting that his thoughts 
and prayers were with the fallen 
Marines.

“We pray for their families, 
and our great @USMC,” Trump 
tweeted .

The CH-53E Super Stallion 
is the largest helicopter in the 
U.S. military and has been in 
service for more than 30 years. 

4 Marines killed in helicopter 
crash in California



By ELLIOT SPAGAT and 
SUDHIN THANAWALA, Associ-
ated Press

MENIFEE, Calif. (AP) 
— Just hours before she shot 
and wounded three people at 
YouTube headquarters, Nasim 
Aghdam calmly told police 
who found her sleeping in her 
car that she was having family 
problems and had left her home.

During the 20-minute 
interview with officers early 
Tuesday, she did not mention 
being angry with YouTube or 
having accused the company 
of suppressing her video posts. 
She gave no indication she was 
a threat to herself or others.

“It was a very normal con-
versation. There was nothing 
in her behavior that suggested 
anything unusual,” said Moun-
tain View Police Chief Max 
Bosel.

Later that day, she went to 
a gun range before walking 
through a parking garage into a 
courtyard at YouTube’s campus 
south of San Francisco, where 
she opened fire with a handgun 
and wounded three people. She 
then killed herself.

The sequence of Aghdam’s 
activities emerged Wednesday 
as police continued gathering 
information about the attacker 
and her motives.

Agents with the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives searched two 
Southern California homes 
where Aghdam had lived. 
Spokeswoman Ginger Colbrun 
would not confirm the loca-
tions but reporters saw agents 
entering homes in the commu-

nities of Menifee, southeast of 
Los Angeles, and 4S Ranch, 
north of San Diego.

Aghdam was a “really good 
person” and had no history of 
mental illness, said a woman 
named Leila who identified her-
self as an aunt as she entered the 
family home in Menifee. She 
did not give her last name.

The shooter’s family later 
distributed a statement outside 
the home saying it was “in 
absolute shock and can’t make 
sense of what has happened.”

“Although no words can 
describe our deep pain for this 
tragedy, our family would like 
to express their utmost regret, 
sorrow for what has happened 
to innocent victims,” the state-
ment said.

Investigators do not believe 
Aghdam, who was in her late 
30s, targeted anyone in partic-
ular, and there is no reason to 
believe she illegally obtained 
the semi-automatic 9mm pistol 
used in the shooting, San Bruno 
Police Chief Ed Barberini said.

Aghdam walked onto the 
YouTube property through a 
parking garage and it’s not clear 
whether she encountered any 
security.

Two women wounded in 
the shooting were released 
Wednesday from a San Fran-
cisco hospital. The third 
victim, a 36-year-old man, 
was upgraded from critical to 
serious condition.

The day before the attack, 
the shooter’s father, Ismail 
Aghdam, said he warned police 
that his daughter was upset 
with how YouTube handled her 

videos and might be planning to 
go to its offices.

Nasim Aghdam “hated” 
YouTube and was angry that the 
company stopped paying her 
for videos she posted, Ismail 
Aghdam told the Bay Area 
News Group. Her video posts 
included segments about veg-
anism, animal cruelty and exer-
cise, along with glamor shots of 
herself.

Police in Mountain View 
said they spoke to Ismail 
Aghdam twice after contacting 
the family to report finding his 
daughter and that he never told 
them she could become violent 
or pose a threat to YouTube 
employees.

When officers found Nasim 
Aghdam, she was in her car 
near a strip mall in Mountain 
View, about 25 miles from 
YouTube and home to the com-
pany’s owner, Silicon Valley 
giant Google. She told Moun-
tain View police who spoke to 
her around 2 a.m. Tuesday that 
she had come to the area to stay 
with relatives and was looking 
for a job, police said.

They let her go, saying there 
was no indication she needed to 
be detained.

Later in the day, she went 
to a gun range not far from the 
YouTube headquarters. Police 
visited the range Wednesday.

Nasim Aghdam used the 
name “Nasime Sabz” online, a 
law enforcement official with 
knowledge of the investigation 
told The Associated Press. The 
official spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the official 
was not authorized to discuss 
the case.

A website in that name 
decried YouTube’s policies and 
said the company was trying to 
“suppress” content creators.

“Youtube filtered my chan-
nels to keep them from getting 
views!” one of the messages 
on the site said. “There is no 
equal growth opportunity on 
YOUTUBE or any other video 
sharing site, your channel will 
grow if they want to!!!!!”

People who post on You-
Tube can receive money from 
advertisements that accompany 
their videos, but the company 
“de-monetizes” some channels 
for reasons including inappro-
priate material or having fewer 
than 1,000 subscribers.

YouTube had no immediate 
comment about any actions 
related to Nasim Aghdam’s 
videos, spokesman Chris Dale 
said.

The company said in a 
statement it has encouraged 
employees to take time off 
or work from home and will 
increase security at its head-
quarters and offices around the 
world.
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Police: YouTube shooter was 
calm in interview before attack

This undated photo provided by the San Bruno Police Depart-
ment shows Nasim Aghdam. Law enforcement officials have iden-
tified Aghdam as the person who opened fire with a handgun, 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018, at YouTube headquarters in San Bruno, 
Calif., wounding several people before fatally shooting herself in 
what is being investigated as a domestic dispute, according to 
authorities.  (Courtesy of San Bruno Police Department via AP)

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

Senators wanting to hear directly from the Weather Service 
Office (WSO) about details regarding Tropical Storm Gita, due 
to many in the community believing it failed to warn them of the 
severity of the incoming storm, as well as during the storm, held a 
hearing on the issue last Thursday.  

Appearing before the Senate Homeland Security committee, 
chaired by Sen. Magalei Logovii were the following weather offi-
cials: Pacific Regional Director of the National Weather Service, 
Raymond Tanabe along with Meteorologist in Charge (MIC) 
Elinor Lutu-McMoore of the Weather Service Office- Pago Pago, 
and meteorologist/forecaster Carol Ma’afala-Baqui.

Tanabe, who traveled from Honolulu, Hawai’i, for the hearing, 
departed the territory that same night.

During the hearing, each Senator was provided a folder that 
contained weather information regarding Gita and the timeline of 
events.

Tanabe expressed his full confidence in the competence of the 
entire staff, (all of whom are native Samoans,) and gave assur-
ances that WSO Pago Pago has the complete support of not only 
the NWS Pacific Regional Office in Hawai’i but also the NOAA 
NWS headquarters in Washington, DC. 

Senate Vice President, Sen. Nuanuaolefeagaiga S. Nua did not 
mince words and said he was confused with the announcements 
that American Samoa’s Weather Office submitted through local 
media in the days prior to Gita’s arrival, “’Aua le popole.” (Don’t 
worry.)  

But on the morning of Feb. 9, when the tropical storm was 
expected, he heard independent Samoa’s 2-AP radio station 
announce, “Tapena mo le afā,” (prepare for the hurricane.)  

He said it appeared Upolu got the tropical storm warning out 
to the public correctly, while American Samoa’s weather service 
did not.

Responding, Lutu-McMoore referred to the timeline of events, 
which started with a weather advisory, and them the tropical storm 
watch and warning bulletins issued by the WSO on Monday, Feb. 
5th to the following Monday, Feb. 12th. 

She noted that WSO did issue a Tropical Storm Watch for 
American Samoa at 2:57 p.m. Thursday afternoon — the day 
before the storm hit the territory; and, at the insistence of Baqui, 
the RSMC Nadi office in Fiji finally named the Tropical Storm, 
“Gita” at 6:39 p.m. (that Thursday) and the WSO upgraded its 
Tropical Storm Warning shortly thereafter. 

Lutu-McMoore pointed to a white paper written in 2014, 
which was also included in the handout. The paper noted the his-
torical background of the Two Samoa Agreement in 2003 to have 
uniform tropical cyclone terminology. An MOU was signed in 
2009, under the leadership of Mase Akapo Akapo. However, by 
2012, after Tropical Cyclone Evan devastated Samoa, the island 
reverted back and changed their tropical cyclone terminology to 
be in line with Australia and Fiji.  

Discussions between the two Samoas would continue, high-
lighting concerns about this difference (this was also included in 
the white paper); but every year since 2012, they have “Agreed 
to Disagree.” 

Senator Tuiagamoa Tavai asked Tanabe if he thought the WSO 
in American Samoa is doing a good job, to which Tanabe imme-
diately responded, “I am very proud of the staff that we have, they 
are very talented, very educated; we do provide trainings for them 

Pac Regional Director of 
National Weather Service flies 
in for Senate hearing on Gita
SAYS HE HAS FULL CONFIDENCE IN THE COMPE-

TENCE OF THE ENTIRE LOCAL WSO STAFF

Representatives from the National Weather Service after 
appearing for a Senate Homeland Security hearing last Thursday. 
Raymond Tanabe (second from left) is the Pacific Regional 
Director and Elinor Lutu-Moore (far left) is the Meteorologist in 
Charge. [photo: AF]

(Continued on page 10)
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AUTO NATION
NU’UULI:  (684) 699-7168 • FAX:  (684) 699-7175

GRAND OPENING FOR AUTONATION
MOBIL  

SPECIAL OIL
SUPREME 

CHEVRON OIL
PARTS  

MASTER
  5W-20
10W-30
10W-40
20W-50

SAE-30
SAE-40
10W-30
10W-40

  5W-30
10W-30
10W-40
20W-50

WE’RE NOW SELLING ENGINE OIL IN A VERY LOW PRICE!!! 
COME AND JOINT US. 

PLEASE COME AND DON’T MISS OUT!!
BUSNIESS HOURS    OFFICE PHONE:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY:  7:30AM TO 5:00PM (684) 699-1888
SATURDAY :  8:00AM TO 1:00PM (684) 699-7168
HOLIDAY :  8:00AM TO 1:00PM
LOCATION: ACROSS A&T GAS STATION NU’UULI

USD one-way

USD one-way

USD one-way

Pacific Island 
News in Brief

SAMOAN WEIGHTLIFTER 
CLEARED OF DRUG 

ALLEGATIONS
Samoan weightlifter Iuniarra 

Sipaia has been cleared of any 
wrongdoing after mistakenly 
taking a banned substance.

But the decision by the Inter-
national Weightlifting Federa-
tion has come too late for the 
24-year-old to compete in the 
Commonwealth Games.

Iuniarra Sipaia was origi-
nally banned for using triam-
cinolone acetonide at the Asian 
Indoor and Martial Arts Games 
in September.

The Samoa Weightifting 
Federation appealed, saying 

they had been using the drug to 
treat injuries for years and were 
not made aware the rules had 
changed.

Federation President Jerry 
Wallwork said it was a relief 
Sipaia’s name had been cleared.

“For this to come up it was 
surprising, it was hard to accept 
but I’m very happy it went our 
way. It’s been reversed and 
she’s been cleared,” Wallwork 
said.

“For the athlete especially, 
I’m happy for her sake because 
like I said from the start, she’s 
innocent. She had nothing to 
do with anything and I’m very 
happy for her sake she can get 
back to training and start com-

peting,” he said.
As soon as he received the 

federation’s email that cleared 
the athlete on Wednesday, Wall-
work said he called Sipaia.

The ban denied the weight-
lifter the chance to defend her 
title at last year’s Pacific Mini 
Games in Vanuatu and her 
absence from the Gold Coast 
caused further disappointment 
for the athlete and the team, he 
said.

“For her, this would have 
been her time if she was at her 
peak. So to miss out on the 
Commonwealth Games, it’s one 
of the pinnacles of her career, 
she was looking forward to it, 
it’s a huge setback for her and 
for us too, to be here and not 
have her as part of the team,” 
Wallwork said.

“She’s part of our family. We 
call my team a family and she’s 
part of this family.”

Samoa has six lifters com-
peting on the Gold Coast and 
Wallwork said they intend to use 
the good news as extra motiva-
tion over the coming days.

The doctor who admin-
istered the injections of the 
banned substance was no longer 
a part of their team, he said.

(Source: RNZI)

(Continued on page 11)

Iuniarra Sipaia of Samoa competes in the women’s +75kg final 
during the 2014 Commonwealth Games.  [photo: AFP via RNZI]
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Deacon Lesā Lafaele with Laulii Catholic Church pianist Otila Paselio and her husband Kolio following Easter mass Sunday morning. [photo: Blue Chen Fruean]

As Oklahoma 
teachers strike 
drags on, frus-
tration mounts

By SEAN MURPHY, Associated 
Press

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 
— When Oklahoma Republi-
cans finally passed a massive 
tax hike for hundreds of mil-
lions of new dollars for public 
schools and teacher pay raises, 
they thought they would get a 
thank you.

Instead, educators and their 
supporters marched on the Cap-
itol. They brought pent-up with 
them frustration after years of 
budget cuts, swelling class sizes 
and a decade without a raise.

Their protests, and some 
school closures, will con-
tinue for a fourth straight day 
Thursday amid a movement in 
red states from West Virginia to 
Kentucky to Arizona to press 
for more money in classrooms.

Now these teachers face a 
tough question as the walkout 
threatens to keep many schools 
closed for the rest of the week 
— do they risk losing public 
support for their efforts, espe-
cially after lawmakers handed 
them much of what they asked 
for?

“There’s always that con-
cern, but our parents are just as 
frustrated as we are,” said Amy 
Radtke, a high-school science 
teacher from Norman, a college 
town about 20 miles (32 kilo-
meters) south of the Capitol in 
Oklahoma City, where schools 
will remain closed for the rest 
of the week.

Ashleigh Hardwick, a 
single mom whose daughter 
attends elementary school in 
Norman, said she’s had to rely 
on friends and family to watch 

(Continued on page 11)
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High School Seniors planning to attend ASCC 
ASCC Graduates (Fall 2017/Spring 2018) 
Cumulative GPA of at-least 3.50
SAT Score 1,000 or better (High School)
US Citizen/Nationals or AS Permanent Resident

Pick up/Download an application package 

Pick up at McDonald's Main Office in Nuuuli
Monday to Friday (8am to 4pm) 

Facebook Page: McdonaldsAmSam

Taalolo Vaimaona, Mina Paselio, and Joseph Lemautu following Easter mass Sunday morning. The church service brought an end to Holy Week, celebrated by the 
Roman Catholic faith during the days leading up to Easter. [photo: Blue Chen Fruean]

released from the cell after the 
vehicle left the JDC compound.

Another juvenile detainee 
is quoted in the report saying, 
“He has been smoking ice for 
approximately 5 months at the 
Center.” The detainee claims 
that one of the officers “brought 
in ice a lot of times, that he lost 
count”.

The report provides 17 spe-
cific points of concern raised by 
the supervisor, including that 
the juveniles were allegedly 
“coerced” by one of the offi-
cers to “call friends and family 
members in the late hours of the 
night to get money to buy the 
‘ice’.”

Officers bribed and stole 
from the parents of the juve-
niles, asking them to bring 
money to buy necessities for 
the juveniles when it was really 
intended to buy the drugs, 
according to one point of con-
cern in the report, which added 
that “Officers allowed juve-
niles to watch x-rated movies 
unsupervised.”

Letuli has been remanded to 
custody to await sentencing.

Unable to post bond, Alo 
and Wilson are also behind 
bars, awaiting their trial date.

Deputy Public Defender 
Michael White is the attorney 
for the defendant while assis-
tant attorney general Christy 
Dunn is prosecuting the case.

➧ Former…
Continued from page 1
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ness, and now politics,” he con-
tinued. “In the early stages of 
your second term as Governor, 
we hope you have the opportu-
nity to share your experiences 
with us at the Oxford Union.

“Your experience in Amer-
ican Samoa carries not only 
breadth, but serious depth,” 
he wrote and noted that Lolo’s 
service as ASG Budget Office 
director, Senate president, and 
Development Bank of Amer-
ican Samoa president “stand out 
in particular.”

“Given your background, we 
would be honoured to hear you 
highlight a territory about which 
our members are curious,” the 

invitation states. 
In the past, Oxford Union 

has hosted “eminent speakers” 
including US Presidents 
Reagan, Nixon, and Carter; 
Secretaries of State Albright, 
Kissinger, and Kerry; Governor 
Terry McAuliffe, Malcolm X, 
the Reverend Jesse Jackson; 
and Senators Robert F. Ken-
nedy, John McCain, Mike Lee, 
Orrin Hatch, Richard Shelby, 
and Bernie Sanders.

“It would be an honour to 
add your eminent name to so 
illustrious a precedent,” Cav-
alcanti informed the governor. 
“Our speaker events are always 
popular and can be tailored to fit 

almost any format.”
For example: a speech fol-

lowed by questions, a prepared 
Q&A, a conversation or an 
interview, or any other format 
preferred by the governor. 

“Events can be as high or 
low profile as you like, and all 
events can be professionally 
filmed for our YouTube channel, 
which has received over 60 mil-
lion views since it was recently 
relaunched,” Cavalcanti said. 
”It goes without saying, though, 
that the level of media cov-
erage would be entirely at your 
discretion.”

STOLEN 
CHECKS!
PLEASE BE ADVISED BLANK 

CHECKS BELONGING TO  
“A.L. DALTON”  

HAVE BEEN STOLEN. 
ANYONE TRYING TO  

CASH ONE PLEASE REPORT 
IMMEDIATELY TO THE POLICE. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO 

CALL 633-5599.

FAMILY MART IN NUUULI IS SEEKING A STOCK TAKER 
AND A CASHIER WITH EXPERIENCE. APPLY IN PERSON 

IMMEDIATELY. BRING A VALID IDENTIFICATION AND YOUR 
SOCIAL SECURITY. 

Employment Opportunity

TRANSAM PAGO PAGO LTD.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Transam Pago Pago Ltd., a local shipping company, has an 
opening for the following position:
SHIPPING OFFICER
Responsibilities 
•	 Act	as	Port	Agent-arrange	I/out	clearance	for	all	TPPL	

vessels;
•	 Prepare,	process	and	dispatch	all	load/discharge	container	

information for TPPL cargo;
•	 Liaise	with	Port	Administration,	Stevedore	and	regulatory	

agencies	during	cargo	vessel	operations
•	 Manage	inventory	for	all	Principals
•	 Process	and	report	damage	claims
•	 General	tasks	as	assigned
Requirements:
•	 Honest
•	 Must	be	computer	literate	with	proficiency	in	Microsoft	Excel
•	 Must	have	a	valid	driver’s	license	and	local	immigration	ID
•	 Able	to	work	after	hours	or	weekends	if	required
Interested	applicants	can	email	resumes	with	references	to	
gm@transamppg.com	no	later	than	April	6,	2018.
No phone calls please

K&K Corporation is seeking the following:
•  CABINET MAKER
•  FURNITURE ASSEMBLER

Please contact 699-3665 or send resume to  
PO Box 7893, Pago Pago, AS 96799.

Employment Opportunities

➧ World…
Continued from page 1

By JILL COLVIN, Associated 
Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Asserting the situation had 
reached “a point of crisis,” 
President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday signed a proclama-
tion directing the deployment of 
the National Guard to the U.S.-
Mexico border to fight illegal 
immigration.

“The lawlessness that con-
tinues at our southern border 
is fundamentally incompatible 
with the safety, security, and 
sovereignty of the American 
people,” Trump wrote in a 
memo authorizing the move, 
adding that his administration 
had “no choice but to act.”

The announcement came 
hours after Trump pledged 
“strong action today” on immi-
gration and a day after he said he 
announced he wanted to use the 
military to secure the southern 
border until his long-promised, 
stalled border wall is erected.

Homeland Security Sec-
retary Kirstjen Nielsen said 
she had been working with 
governors of the southwest 
border states to develop agree-
ments on where and how many 
Guardsmen will be deployed.

She suggested some troops 
could begin arriving as soon 
as Wednesday night, though 
other administration officials 

cautioned that details on troop 
levels, locations and timing 
were still being worked out.

Trump has been frustrated 
by slow action on building his 
“big, beautiful wall” along the 
Mexican border — the signa-
ture promise of his campaign 
— as well as a recent uptick in 
illegal border crossings, which 
had plunged during the early 
months of his presidency, giving 
Trump an accomplishment to 
point to when he had few.

Federal law prohibits the use 
of active-duty service members 
for law enforcement inside the 
U.S., unless specifically autho-
rized by Congress. But over 
the past 12 years, presidents 
have twice sent National Guard 
troops to the border to bolster 
security and assist with surveil-
lance and other support.

Nielsen said the effort would 
be similar to a 2006 operation 
in which President George W. 
Bush deployed troops to help 
U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection personnel with non-law 
enforcement duties while addi-
tional border agents were hired 
and trained. President Barack 
Obama also sent about 1,200 
troops in 2010 to beef up efforts 
against drug smuggling and 
illegal immigration.

Nielsen said her department 
had developed a list of locations 

where it would like assistance 
on things like aerial surveil-
lance and other support, and 
was discussing with the gover-
nors how to facilitate the plans. 
She declined to say how many 
personnel would be needed or 
how much the operation would 
cost, but she insisted, “It will be 
as many as is needed to fill the 
gaps that we have today.”

One congressional aide 
said that lawmakers antici-
pate 300 to 1,200 troops will 
be deployed and that the cost 
was expected to be at least $60 
million to $120 million a year. 
The Pentagon would probably 
need authorization from Con-
gress for any funding beyond a 
few months, said the aide, who 
wasn’t authorized to speak pub-
licly and spoke on condition of 
anonymity.

Under the mechanism the 
administration is looking to use, 
the Guard would not be mobi-
lized as a federal force. Instead, 
governors would control the 
Guard within their states.

Governors of the four U.S. 
states bordering Mexico were 
largely supportive of the move. 
The office of California Gov. 
Jerry Brown, a Democrat 
who has sparred with Trump 
on immigration issues, said 
any federal request would be 
promptly reviewed to determine 
how the state could best offer its 
assistance.

The Mexican foreign min-
istry said Nielsen told Mexi-
co’s top diplomat that troops 
deployed to the border “will 
not carry arms or carry out 
migration or customs control 
activities.”

Senators in Mexico urged 
President Enrique Pena Nieto 
to temporarily suspend coop-
eration with the U.S. on immi-
gration and security issues. In a 
nonbinding statement approved 
unanimously Wednesday, the 
senators asked Mexico’s gov-
ernment to freeze joint efforts 
“in the fight against transna-
tional organized crime” until 
Trump starts acting “with the 
civility and respect that the 
people of Mexico deserve.”

Trump signs proclamation 
directing troops to secure border

President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference with 
Latvian President Raimonds Vejonis, Estonian President Kersti 
Kaljulaid, and Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaite in the East 
Room of the White House, Tuesday, April 3, 2018, in Washington.  
 (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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By PETER PRENGAMAN and 
MAURICIO SAVARESE, Associ-
ated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) 
— A sharply divided top court 
voted early Thursday to reject 
an attempt by former Brazilian 
President Luiz Inacio da Silva 
to stay out of jail while he 
appeals a corruption conviction, 
delivering a hard blow to the 
front-running candidate in this 
year’s presidential election in 
Latin America’s largest nation.

After nearly 13 hours of often 
heated debate, the Supreme Fed-
eral Tribunal voted 6-5 to deny 
da Silva’s request to stave off a 
12-year prison sentence while 
he fights a conviction that he 
has always argued was nothing 
more than a ploy to keep him 
off of the October ballot.

Despite the conviction and 
several other corruption charges 
against him, da Silva leads all 
preference polls for the election.

The decision means that da 
Silva will likely be jailed soon, 
though probably not until at 
least next week thanks to var-
ious technicalities.

Chief Justice Carmen Lucia, 
who was sharply criticized 
during the session by various 
colleagues, cast the deciding 
vote after the court was tied at 
5 to 5.“The constitution secures 
individual rights, which are 
fundamental to democracy, but 
it also assures the exercise of 
criminal law,” she said.

The debate at the Supreme 
Federal Tribunal underscored 
how fraught the matter is at a 
time of high tension and angst in 
Brazil.Justice Gilmar Mendes, 
traditionally a critic of da Silva, 
voted in favor of da Silva’s 
petition to stay out of jail, chal-
lenging his colleagues to buck 
pressure from society.

“If a court bows (to pres-
sure), it might as well not 
exist,” said Mendes.Justice Luis 
Roberto Barroso argued that the 
integrity of the justice system 
was at stake.“A penal system 
that doesn’t work with minimal 
effectiveness leads to an instinct 
for taking justice into one’s own 
hands,” Barroso said in voting 
against da Silva.

Justice Rosa Weber, who 
legal analysts had said could 
be key because there was much 
doubt about her position on the 
matter, voted against da Silva.

In one of several brisk 
exchanges, after Weber’s vote, 
justice Marco Aurelio Mello 
accused Lucia of plotting 
against da Silva’s case. Mello 
said limiting the vote just to 
the habeas corpus petition and 
not the larger question of when 
a convicted person should be 
forced to begin serving a sen-
tence helped sway Weber’s 
vote.“I want this to be registered 
in the court’s records,” Mello 
told Lucia, who responded by 
saying “yes” to the request.

The session reflected the 
debate happening across Brazil 
as millions tuned into the tele-
vised session. When the deci-
sion was delivered, fireworks 
and yells could be heard and 
seen in Rio de Janeiro and Sao 
Paulo, two of the nation’s most 
important cities.

On the eve of the session 
that began Wednesday after-
noon, the country’s army com-
mander raised eyebrows — and 
was widely celebrated and con-
demned online — with tweets 
subtly supporting da Silva’s 
incarceration. Gen. Eduardo 
Villas Boas posted two tweets 
Tuesday night that many inter-
preted as a form of pressure on 
the 11 justices on the Supreme 
Federal Tribunal and a veiled 
threat of intervention. Such 
concerns are taken seriously in a 
country that experienced a 1964-
1985 military dictatorship.

“In Brazil’s current situation, 
it’s worth asking our institutions 
and the people who is really 
thinking about what is best for 
the country and future genera-
tions, and who is only worried 
about their personal interests?” 
the general wrote in one tweet.

In a second tweet, Boas 
wrote that he shared people’s 
anxiousness and “repudiated 
impunity.”

O Globo, one of the coun-
try’s leading newspapers, criti-
cized the comments, saying in 
an editorial that a military chief 
should “not be opining over 

judicial and political questions.”
In a statement to O Globo, 

Gen. Joaquim Silva e Luna, 
the defense minister, said Boas’ 
intention was to assure people 
that force would not be used.

Da Silva, who was once 
wildly popular after his two 
terms as president from 2003 
to 2010, has become a polar-
izing figure amid a massive cor-
ruption scandal that has roiled 
Brazil the last several years and 
made average citizens furious 
with the political class.

Da Silva was convicted last 
year of helping a construc-
tion company get sweetheart 
contracts in exchange for the 
promise of a beachfront apart-
ment. The conviction was 
handed down by Judge Sergio 
Moro, who is presiding over 
cases involving the mammoth 
“Car Wash” investigation.

The former president suf-
fered another blow in January, 
when an appeals court upheld 
the conviction. The three 
reviewing magistrates even 
lengthened the sentence to 12 
years and one month.

While da Silva, known 
simply as “Lula” to Brazilians, 
has further appeals available, 
he could be forced under Bra-
zilian law to begin serving his 
sentence, which Moro and the 
other judges have ordered.

Brazil’s top court: Lula can be 
jailed for upheld conviction

  

JOB
FAIR

Jobs available in United States for 
Housekeeper, Cook, Dishwasher, Server 

and Landscaper positions. 

When: April 6th (1:00pm - 5:00 pm)
April 7th, 9th, 10th from 10am-5pm. 

MUST be a US National to qualify. Bring 
copy of resume, Social Security Card and 

US Passport to interview. 
Located: Veteran Affairs Office in Tafuna

Contact Michelle P. Agaimalo or Grace Ma’alona-
Uiagalelei at Dept. of Human Resources,  

Employment & Training Division with any questions. 
Ph: 633-4485

REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS
We are soliciting quotations from interested suppliers for 
the materials and services listed below for our East Side 
Villages Package 5 Phase 1 project.

Screened Sand for bedding
Screened Cinders for bedding
Crushed Aggregate Basecourse
Asphalt Hot Mix
Redimix Concrete
Materials are all based on a delivered to site 
(Leloaloa to Aua area)
Rock Wall Construction
10 Wheel Dump Truck Hire

Materials specifications and quantities are available to 
interested bidders by either visiting our Tafuna Office or by 
email to GeoffL@fcc.co.nz
The Manager
PO Box 4179
Pago Pago, American Samoa  96799

FAIRNESS
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599

Bill Cosby leaves the Montgomery County Courthouse after 
jury selection for his sexual assault retrial, Wednesday, April 4, 
2018, in Norristown, Pa. Prosecutors and the defense have settled 
on the panel of 12 jurors who will sit in judgment of the 80-year-
old comedian. They still have to pick six alternates.

  (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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By BARBARA ORTUTAY, AP 
Technology Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Face-
book revealed Wednesday that 
tens of millions more people 
might have been exposed in the 
Cambridge Analytica privacy 
scandal than previously thought 
and said it will restrict the user 
data that outsiders can access.

Those developments came 
as congressional officials said 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg will tes-
tify next week, while Facebook 
unveiled a new privacy policy 
that aims to explain the data it 
gathers on users more clearly 
— but doesn’t actually change 
what it collects and shares.

In a call with reporters 
Wednesday, Zuckerberg 
acknowledged he made a “huge 
mistake” in failing to take a 
broad enough view of what 
Facebook’s responsibility is 
in the world. He said it isn’t 
enough for Facebook to believe 
app developers when they say 
they follow the rules. He says 
Facebook has to ensure they do.

Facebook is facing its worst 
privacy scandal in years fol-
lowing allegations that Cam-
bridge Analytica, a Trump-
affiliated data mining firm, used 
ill-gotten data from millions of 
users through an app to try to 
influence elections.

Facebook said Wednesday 
that as many as 87 million 

people might have had their 
data accessed — an increase 
from the 50 million disclosed 
in published reports. Facebook 
is basing the estimate in part on 
the number of friends each user 
might have had. Cambridge 
Analytica said in a statement 
that it had data for only 30 mil-
lion people.On Monday all 
Facebook users will receive a 
notice on their Facebook feeds 
with a link to see what apps they 
use and what information they 
have shared with those apps. 
They’ll have a chance to delete 
apps they no longer want. Users 
who might have had their data 
shared with Cambridge Ana-
lytica will be told of that. Face-
book says most of the affected 
users are in the U.S.Zuckerberg 
said fixing the company’s prob-
lems will take years.Besides the 
privacy scandal, Facebook also 
has been dealing with fake news, 
the use of Facebook to spread 
hate and discord and concerns 
about social media’s effect on 
people’s mental well-being.

These are “big issues” and 
a big shift for Facebook as it 
broadens its responsibility, 
Zuckerberg said. He added that 
he does think that by the end of 
this year the company will have 
“turned a corner” on a lot of the 
issues. Zuckerberg has made 
fixing the company his personal 
challenge for 2018.

Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone No: (684) 248-1234
humanresource@aspower.com

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

PUBLIC JOB POSTING
Position Title
Department

Position Type
Division

Reports To 

Electrical Engineer (P.E.)
Electric
Power Generation
Two Year Contract
Power Chief

Posting Date

Deadline

Starting Rate

Job Grade/Status

April 3, 2018
Until Filled
TBD

TBD/Exempt

Major Duties & Responsibilities

Minimum Requirements

 The Electrical Engineer shall be responsible for the following main activities but not limited to: providing technical 
leadership in day-to-day operations; assigning projects including the design, installation, operation and mainte-
nance of electrical plant and equipment; working with a team of engineers and technicians to improve supply relia-
bility/efficiency and to reduce production costs; safely delivering projects on time and within budget; working with 
management, engineers, specialists, and government and/or federal officials on power utility projects; developing 
electrical distribution system for commercial and industrial applications and plans using latest industry standards 
and specifications.; performing system calculations and studies for electrical power systems–load flow, voltage drop, 
motor starting, short circuit studies, and relay coordination studies; reviewing and checking electrical designs and 
drawings for accuracy and compliance with code (these include single line diagrams, schematics, wiring diagrams, 
including contractor submittals); assisting in the development of project schedules, estimates, and budgets; working 
with the division manager on manpower planning, forecasting and progress monitoring; assisting with the manage-
ment of electrical contractors assigned to design and build power projects for ASPA. Other responsibilities will be 
assigned from time to time.

Education
Experience

Knowledge,  
Skills &  
Abilities

Qualified applicants:  Please submit a completed ASPA Employment Application with a copy of your resume to ASPA 
Tafuna (address listed above) by the deadline. Please attach copies of credentials and transcripts. Candidates selected 
for hire must pass examinations (when applicable), pre-employment clearances & test negative on pre-employment drug 
test. ASPA reserves the right to waive education and experience requirements as necessary. No phone inquiries accepted.

BS degree in Electrical Engineering or related field. PE would be a major advantage.

At least ten (10) years of proven experience in utility and/or power plant O&M, power system design 
or SCADA experience preferred. Experience with Federal projects a plus. Other experiences in power 
system operations, system protection, project management, substations, distribution systems, renewable 
energy systems and SCADA systems would be beneficial. Must have knowledge of fundamental concepts, 
practice, procedures, general terms, nomenclature, etc. in assigned area of engineering specialty. Able 
to lead a team of technicians in the installation, commissioning, operation and maintenance of Power 
Generation and T&D plant and equipment.

Required knowledge: Must have knowledge of fundamental concepts, practice, procedures, general 
terms, conditions, nomenclature, etc. in assigned area of engineering specialty. Must be familiar with 
tools & equipment in diesel electric power plant; generators and related mathematics; safety principles, 
methods & practices. Must be able to use Word, Power Point, and Excel, ET AP or equivalent power 
software. Good analytical and problem solving skills.
Working knowledge of Electrical Standards, NEC or IEC Codes. Effective communication skills both 
verbally and in writing with superiors, colleagues, and individuals inside and outside the Company. 
Effective analytical and problem solving skills. Ability to motivate team efforts to accomplish goals.
Ability to: Communicate detailed information accurately to management and coworkers and to 
professionally represent ASP A when dealing with local government and off-island officials and external 
organizations. Demonstrate continuous commitment to safe operations. Be an active role model and 
constant resource to ASPA. Work independently and as part of team. Able to define electrical and 
instrumentation problems and present cost effective solutions.
Physical demands: Able to work indoor, outdoor environment, inside cable vaults and switchgear. Must 
be able to climb a ladder or work at an elevated position when required.

Facebook scandal 
affected more users than 

thought: up to 87M

as with every weather service 
office all over the country.”

He added, “There is also spe-
cialized training on issues par-
ticular to this office. As a matter 
of fact, WSO Pago Pago is the 
only Weather Service Office 
of the United States in the 
Southern Hemisphere. Training 
is also provided by Australia, 
NZ, and Fiji which is specific to 
weather in the Pacific.” 

Tanabe added that the facili-
ties and equipment in the ter-
ritory’s Weather Office may 
not yet be up to par but these 
are issues he is working on. A 
primary example is the lack of 
a Weather Radar, which would 
provide a lot more opportunities 
to detect severe weather. 

He explained that presently 
there is a bill in the US Senate 
to conduct an assessment of the 
entire US on where the gaps 
are on radar. Hopefully, it will 
pass this year and help secure 
funding for a radar, he said.  

In regards to an upgrade in 
the territory’s facility, Tanabe 
said they know WSO Pago 
needs a back-up generator. 
(During Gita, ASPA power 
went out island wide, at which 
time WSO Pago’s back-up gen-
erator was found to be down.)   

Tuiagamoa referred to the 
Channel 4 weather stream that 
appears on TV, monitored by 
Bluesky Communications. He 
said he’s not happy that the 

stream is on all day without 
interruptions on severe weather 
conditions, especially when 
there are strong winds and 
changes in weather. He strongly 
advised WSO officials present 
at the Senate hearing to review 
this practice and make changes 
to fully inform the public on the 
latest weather conditions.

Senator Faiivae Iuli Alex 
Godinet pursued questions with 
Tanabe, regarding the Weather 
Radar and noted that such dis-
cussions date back to the time 
of the late Senator Liufau Tan-
ielu Sonoma, who was also a 
senior forecaster at WSO Pago 
Pago. 

Faiivae urged Tanabe to 
make contact with Congress-
woman Aumua Amata for help 
in facilitating the request for 
American Samoa’s Weather 
Service Office. Faiivae believes 
American Samoa’s forecasters 
should have the capability to 
move forward with important 
weather information, and not be 
hindered by the uncertainty of 
Fiji’s weather professionals or 
any other forecasters outside of 
American Samoa. 

He strongly urged Tanabe to 
make the improvements neces-
sary to help WSO Pago Pago, 
because he is very embarrassed 
as a US passport holder to have 
to rely on (independent state) 
Samoa’s announcements of 
impending bad weather.

FILE- In this April 19, 2017, file photo, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg speaks at his company’s 
annual F8 developer conference in San Jose, Calif. Facebook’s new privacy policy aims to explain the 
data it gathers on users more clearly, but doesn’t actually change what it collects and shares.

The company unveiled the revisions Wednesday, April 4, 2018. Zuckerberg is also set to testify 
before Congress next week for the first time.  (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)

➧ Pac Regional…
Continued from page 4



HAWAII FIVE-O STAR 
VISITS SAMOA

Ieremia Michael Lafi, a 
Hawaii Five-O star, is in Samoa 
– his homeland. 

The nine-year-old plays the 
role of Kawika in the Season 
8 episode 18 titled “E ho’oko 
kuleana” of the TV drama 
series. 

Speaking to the Samoa 
Observer, he says it was a 
good experience to be part of a 
well-known TV series that has 
opened up new opportunities 
for the young actor. 

“Well I am kind of a super-
star, I like to be on the screen, 
and it is a good experience, so 
when I do a next movie or com-
mercial, I have that experience 
already.”  

“My role was like a kid, and 
my dad does not know how to 
take care of himself and he was 
always drunk.”  

“So the role portrayed was 
that I cannot really help my dad 
because he is locking the doors, 
because he is drunk. I think 
when I am in the movie he just 
lay down in bed,” he said. 

He adds he will not be in the 
next episode, but if they would 
need Kawika again then he 
would rejoin. 

“I had a lot of opportunities 
after that and I hope I am going 
to have another opportunity so I 
can learn more and have more 
experience and be more on TV.”

(Source: Samoa Observer)
SAMOAN PRISONER 

DECLINES EARLY 
RELEASE

A prisoner in Samoa has 
declined early release on parole 
and has instead opted to serve 
out his sentence in full.

The unnamed prisoner was 
granted parole but declined, 
saying he did not want to be 
obligated to certain parole con-
ditions after being released, 
according to Talamua Online.

The Parole Board met last 
week to deliberate on 42 appli-
cations and granted parole to 21 
prisoners.

Convicted rapists were 
among those released as well as 
some convicted of robbery, theft 
and attempted murder.

The Board sits three times a 

year and is chaired by the Chief 
Justice.

(Source: RNZI)
SAMOA P.M. HITS BACK 

ON CHURCH TAX
The law, which legalizes the 

taxing of Church Ministers, tar-
gets them individually, not the 
Church.  

That’s the response from 
Prime Minister Tuilaepa Dr. 
Sa’ilele Malielegaoi to the latest 
development where the biggest 
denomination in the country has 
decided to disobey the law by 
not paying their taxes.  

“The law applies to the 
Church Ministers individually, 
not the church as a whole,” he 
said.  

“The law does not target an 
organization because the taxes 
are to be paid by the Church 
Minister not the church.” 

The Prime Minister was 
asked for his view following a 
story titled  “C.C.C.S. Church 
opposes Govt.” published in the 
Sunday Samoan.   

Documents leaked to the 
Samoa Observer show that 
the Congregational Christian 
Church of Samoa (C.C.C.S.) 
will not obey the demand by 
the Government for all Church 
Ministers to pay income taxes.  

According to the minutes 
of their meeting on 14 March, 
2018, the church will only agree 
after a discussion during their 
annual Malua conference next 
month. 

But the Prime Minister said 
unless it is officially announced 
by the church, he will not 
respond in case the report by the 
Samoa Observer is “inaccurate”.  

 “Unless it is publicized 
by the church, only then I will 
comment, and also my views on 
behalf of the Government have 
already been published.”   

He reiterated the law targets 
the Church Ministers.  

“It is directed to the Church 
Ministers meaning the hammer 
will fall on the head of the nail.”  

“That is why it is important 
to know that if the Elders of the 
Church try to interfere, we look 
back to the law which indicates 
that is being a party to a crime.” 

(source: Samoa Observer)
FIJI FLOODS A ‘BRUTAL 
REMINDER’ OF CLIMATE 

REALITY, SAYS PM
The severe effects of Cyclone 

Josie are a brutal reminder of 
the reality of climate change, 
says Fiji’s prime minister.

Frank Bainimarama’s com-
ment comes after the category 
one cyclone brought heavy rains 
and flooding to Fiji’s Western 
Division on the weekend.

Five deaths have been 
reported as well as significant 
damage to businesses and the 
local agriculture sector.

Bainimarama said like many 
other countries, Fiji was at “an 
almost constant level of threat 
from extreme weather events”.

He said he would work to 
help Fiji recover from its latest 
natural disaster.

Bainmarama added he 
would work globally as presi-
dent of the UN climate change 
conference, COP23, to address 
the root causes of the changing 
climate.

(Source: RNZI)
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“Cast Away Cancer”
HAPPY 
HOURS

At

Maliu Mai Beach Resort: April 6th from 5pm-9pm
FREE Vailima Draft Beer courtesy of GHC Reid & Co. 
FREE BBQ hot off the grill provided by KS Mart.
Specialty cocktails compliments of TMO Beverage  
available for $4 each.
$20 entrance fee includes a mix of DJ  
and live music!  Come early - BBQ and Draft end  
promptly at 9pm!

to support Cancer 
Patient Stipends

her daughter while she works 
at a local florist shop, but that 
so far she’s standing behind the 
teachers.

“It’s been a hassle, that’s for 
sure,” said Hardwick, who said 
she may have to take a day off 
work without pay. “But if it’s 
going to better my child’s future 
... I think I can handle missing a 
few days of work.”

Still, some question why 
teachers are continuing to stay 
off the job after lawmakers 
approved new money for 
schools and raises.

Preston Leehan, a construc-
tion worker who was surveying 
gas lines Wednesday in Okla-
homa City, said the $6,000-per-

year raise that teachers received 
sounds like a pretty good deal 
for a public-sector employee.

“I don’t know of police or 
firefighters who strike after they 
get a $6,000 pay raise,” Leehan 
said.

Even within the teachers’ 
own ranks, there are divisions.

Ginger Tinney, the execu-
tive director of the Profes-
sional Oklahoma Educators, 
which represents about 12,000 
teachers, said she believes 
public support for teachers will 
wane if schools remain closed.

“Our students need their 
teachers,” Tinney said. “I think 
the public is with us, but it could 
erode the longer it goes.”

he explained. 
Asked if the response can be done online or can it be mailed 

back, Samples responded with a smile that this is the “first time 
we’ve actually pushed online. However, for small businesses in 
the US territories, we’re offering paper back-up option... as we 
know the difficulties of online access.”

Asked if a Samoan translator is made available to assist local 
Samoan businesses, Samples said the agency would set up a phone 
line at the DOC for businesses to contact if they have questions. If 
questions cannot be answered locally, “it’s referred to us,” he said. 

He noted that all businesses will receive in early May the 
package of the economic census and provides details of what’s 
expected of them and the requirement of reporting. 

DOC has the American Samoa Business Registry — all busi-
nesses registered in the territory — that will be provided to the 
Census Bureau. DOC will also help in identifying the businesses. 

Of note: If the business establishment has more than one loca-
tion, each location needs to fill out an economic census form. 
Additionally, only businesses that have employees — a minimum 
of one employee — are included in the economic census. “It does 
not include non-employers,” said Samples.

“We’re trying to encourage electric reporting because it 
reduces cost, or paper collection,” said Nusz. “And if there are 
businesses with lots of different locations, it’s easier for them to 
do this electronically, rather than filling out the paper forms for 
each location.”

He said the “electronic reporting tool” has a spreadsheet 
option, that a business could download, then fill out the data for 
how many locations and submit it back into the ‘tool’.

➧ 2017…
Continued from page 2

➧ Pacific…
Continued from page 5

Fiji Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama visits a community in Ba, which was hit by floods 
caused by Cyclone Josie.  [photo: Fijian Government ]

➧ As oklahoma…
Continued from page 6
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Pick 
Up a 
Winner

Mini Fact:
National 
Library Week 
is April 8-14. 
Explore your 
local library!

Next Week:
The first 

dictionary

Matthew Cordell
 The 2018 Randolph 
Caldecott Medal for the most 
distinguished American picture 
book for children was awarded 
to Matthew Cordell for “Wolf 
in the Snow.”  
 A little girl in a bright red cloak starts her 
walk home from school, but a snowstorm 

turns the landscape white. 
As she trudges on, she 
discovers a wolf cub who 
has been separated from its 
pack. She carries her new 
friend until they find the 
pack. Then the wolves repay 

the favor by taking care of her.
 Among watercolor paintings, the book’s 
only words are sound effects. The Mini Page 
asked Cordell why he didn’t use dialogue, or 
conversation, in the book. Most 
of the story, he said, “is set in 
the wilderness and takes place 
between a girl and a wolf pup. 
There would be no dialogue. 
The pictures ... really do the job 
of telling the story.”
 Cordell’s advice for young 
artists: “There will always be 
days when you feel like you aren’t very good. 
As long as you stick with it ... you will only 
continue to get better with every day. Keep 
going, and learn as much as you can.”

Erin Entrada Kelly
 Each year, the John 
Newbery Medal is awarded 
to an author for the most 
distinguished contribution 
to American literature for 
children. The 2018 winner of the Newbery 
Medal is “Hello, Universe” 
by Erin Entrada Kelly. Isabel 
Roxas illustrated the book.
 Four kids who don’t fit 
together and feel like they don’t 
fit in weave their way into 
each other’s lives in this novel. 
When one of them meets real 
danger, friendships are formed among them, in 
spite of their challenges and loneliness.
 Kelly said she has worked as a journalist 
and editor. “I had a short stint at a seafood 
restaurant. I lasted three months,” she said.
 The Mini Page asked her how she became 
a writer. “I’ve been writing since second grade. 
I think I was born that way!” Some of her 

favorite books as a child were 
“Blubber,” “Sideways Stories 
From Wayside School” and 
“Halfway Down Paddy Lane.”  

      Kelly has a partner and 
a daughter, and they have a 
Chihuahua. Her advice to 
kids: “Read a lot. Write a lot. 
Have an open mind. Use your 

imagination. Be kind. Practice empathy.”

Honor books
 Three Newbery Honor Books also were 
named this year. There are four Caldecott 
Honor Books.
Caldecott Honor Books
 • “A Different Pond,” 
illustrated by Thi Bui and 
written by Bao Phi

    
   • “Big Cat, Little Cat,” 
illustrated and written by 
Elisha Cooper 

 • “Crown: An Ode to 
the Fresh Cut,” illustrated by 
Gordon C. James and written 
by Derrick Barnes

 

    • “Grand Canyon,” 
illustrated and written by 
Jason Chin

Newbery Honor Books
      • “Crown: An Ode to the 
Fresh Cut” 
 • “Long Way Down,” by 

Jason Reynolds

  • “Piecing Me Together,” by 
Renee Watson

Coretta Scott King awards
 The Coretta Scott King Author Book 
Award went to “Piecing Me Together.” 
 The King Illustrator Book Award was 
won by “Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating 
Poets,” illustrated by Ekua Holmes and 
written by Kwame Alexander with Chris 
Colderley and Marjory Wentworth. 

Words that remind us of award-winning books are hidden in 
this puzzle. Some words are hidden backward or diagonally, 
and some letters are used twice. See if you can find:

Teachers:
For standards-based activities to 
accompany this feature, visit:
bbs.amuniversal.com/Everyone_content/
Teaching_Guides/The_Mini_Page/ 

For later:
Make a list of the award-winning books 
you would like to read. Compare your list 
with a friend’s.

Mini Jokes

Boyd:  Where did Mother 
Goose leave her trash?

Bailey: At the Humpty Dump!

Try ’n’ Find

We can all make choices 
that will help our 
environment. For example: Using water 
carefully helps to preserve stocks of 
fresh water. Try these tips: 1. Take a 
shower instead of a bath. 2. Don’t 
leave taps dripping, and get leaks fixed 
quickly. 3. Turn off the tap while you 
brush your teeth. 4. Use the dishwasher 
and washing machine only with full 
loads. 5. Use a watering can instead of a 
hose to water the yard. 

Eco Note

The Mini Page® © 2018 Andrews McMeel Syndication 
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adapted with permission from “50 Things You Should Know 
About the Environment” by Jen Green, QEB Publishing
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Mini Spy Classics

Based on materials originally produced and/or created by Betty Debnam.
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Mini Spy and her friends are looking at animal tracks in the woods. 
See if you can find the hidden pictures. Then color the picture.

• word MINI

• sailboat

• shark      • cat

• funny face

• question mark

• frog    • fish

• peanut

• two birds

• flower

• dog’s face

• star       • leaf

• heart

• umbrella

•  man in the 

moon

• safety pin
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LIBRARY HOURS:
M-F: 0900AM-05:00PM
SAT: 10:00AM-02:00PM
Closed on all government holidays
633-5816 • 633-5823 (fax)
Website: Feletibarstow.org

Summer 
Reading 
Program

COMING SOON!


