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South Pacific Distribu-
tors general manager Mike 
Tolmie, G.H.C Reid & Co. 
acting general manager 
Cherith Lober, G.H.C. Reid 
president Olivia Reid-Gillet, 
TMO vice president Francine 
Gaisoa-Liulevaega, appeared 
Tuesday during a Senate 
Budget and Appropriations 
Committee hearing on three 
of five administration bills in 
the Fono. See Friday’s edition 
for details. [photo: FS]

Task Force rallie House members 
to approve tax table bill

Talitonu TMO e le o galulue Ofisa 
Lafoga saili pisinisi le fa’amaoni

Titans QB Mariota focused on 
winning vs Jags, not revenge
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Le Lali

Sports

is proud to present...

MARTIAL ARTS GAMES
Our Athletes to the 2017 Asian Indoor

Turkmenistan Ashgabat September 17 - 27, 2017

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

House Speaker Savali 
Talavou Ale says he can vouch 
for the effectiveness of the 
multi-million-dollar scanner 
system at Port, because the 
machine was able to detect 
items that were hidden inside a 
vehicle that was shipped from 
off island, under his name.

Savali’s comments were 
made yesterday during a House 
hearing on an administration 

bill to update the local tax table.
When the floor was open for 

general concerns and questions, 
it was Vice Speaker, Rep. Fetui 
Fetu Jr. who led off, wanting 
to know from Acting Chief 
of Customs, Keith Gebauer 
whether the new scanners are 
still running, and whether Cus-
toms has discovered any sus-
picious items inside any of the 
containers since the scanners 
were launched earlier this year 
in April.

Gebauer said the scanner 
unit and the K-9 unit are 
working collaboratively, and 
they have discovered things 
that have been mis-declared and 
under-declared, which have led 
to further investigations.

He added that there was a 
technical problem with the M60 
scanner, but the issue has been 
fixed and the Port scanner unit - 
as well as the one at the airport 
- are both up and running.

House Speaker validates effective-
ness of scanner system at Port

SAYS SCANNER DETECTED HIDDEN ITEMS IN A CAR 
THAT WAS SHIPPED UNDER HIS NAME

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The US Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
(OSHA) has issued five viola-
tions, four of which are con-
sidered “serious” - and fines 
totaling more than $35,000 
- following the deaths of three 
men who were electrocuted 
earlier this year at the Manu’a 
Store compound at the Tafuna 
Industrial Park, according to 
OHSA public records reviewed 

by Samoa News.
Manua’s Inc.,  - as identified 

in the OSHA summary report 
for Manu’a Store - didn’t imme-
diately respond to Samoa News 
email requests for comments 
regarding this story. 

The accident investigation 
summary of the OSHA fatality 
summary report states that at 
approximately 11a.m on Jan. 
14th three employees - identi-
fied only as Employees #1, #2, 
and #3 - were unloading and 

staging structural metal beams 
with a boom truck crane. 

“The truck mounted crane 
was unloading steel beams from 
an open top container when the 
boom truck cable touched a high 
power line causing electrical 
current to flow down the steel 
beam into the arms and bodies 
of [the three] employees who 
were on the ground,” the report 
said. “All three employees were 
electrocuted.”

OSHA slaps Manu’a Store 
with 5 violation citations

ACCIDENT RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF 3 MEN

NOLAN PULETASI
American Samoa’s first ever delegation to the 5th Asian 

Indoor and Martial Arts Games includes Nolan Puletasi, a 
20-year-old valet, who studied computer science at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii, Manoa.

Puletasi is one of seven local athletes - 6 wrestlers and 1 
track and field competitor - who are en route to Ashgabat, 
Turkmenistan to compete in what has been touted as the big-
gest event ever in the history of the Asian Indoor Games.   

Puletasi graduated with an Associate of Science degree 
from Wentworth Military Academy in Lexington, Missouri, 
and is now part of a team that aims to bring home the gold.

He and fellow wrestlers - Iafeta Vou, Daniel Misaalefua, 
Pita Fanolua, Zena Iese, and Sealiitu Mauga - will be squaring 
off against other grapplers in various weight categories on 
Sept. 25-26, although the official opening ceremony for the 
Games is scheduled for this coming Sunday, Sept. 17.  In 
addition to wrestling, American Samoa will see action in the 
track and field category, when Isaac Silafau competes in the 
60m and the long jump on Sept. 18 and 20.

Athletes from some 60 countries – all members of the Asia 
and Oceania National Olympic committees - are expected to 

(Continued on page 7)
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

ASG Task Force chairman, 
Attorney General Talauega 
Eleasalo Ale has asked House 
members to seriously consider 
the Administration’s bill that 
updates the local tax table, 
because if the Fono approves it, 
taxpayers will benefit.

He said many discussions 
on the issue were held amongst 
task force members and they 
believe many people will ben-
efit - they will get something 
back from the government - if 
the bill is passed.

According to Talauega, 
there has been a lot of mixed 
reactions regarding the pro-
posed 7% sales tax bill but if 
the Fono approves the bill to 
update the tax table, and repeal 
the 2% wage tax, “then our 
people will fully understand 
that the government is not only 
looking for ways to increase 
revenues, but also ways to help 
the community.”

Members of the ASG task 
force appeared before the House 
Budget and Appropriations 
Committee yesterday morning, 
to testify on the Senate version 
of the Administration’s bill to 
change the tax tables for Amer-
ican Samoa.

According to the task force, 
updating the American Samoa 
individual income tax table 
to mirror the federal code will 
mean taxpayers would be giving 
less money to the government.

ASG Treasurer Uelinitone 
Tonumaipea said American 
Samoa has used the 2000 tax 
table, standard deductions and 
dependent exemptions for cal-
culating personal income, since 
2001.

But an Administration bill 
now before the Fono, updates 
the local tax table starting in tax 
year 2018, by adopting the US 
Internal Revenue Service tax 
table for standard deductions 
and dependent exemptions for 
the year 2004.

House Speaker Savali 
Talavou Ale voiced his con-
cerns, saying the government 
will lose more revenue if they 
pass the bill. He said taxpayers 
with a total income of $30,000 
a year or less, will only pay the 
minimum tax of 4% and the 
only people who will benefit 
from the bill are those with a 
total income of $30,000 or more 

per year. Savali said he doesn’t 
want the government to lose 
more revenue, because it will 
affect operations in the future.

Tonumaipe’a acknowledged 
Savali’s concerns and said the 
task force has received a lot of 
feedback from members of the 
public, the business commu-
nity, and also the Fono about 
the revenue measures being pre-
sented by the government. He 
wanted everyone to know that 
while some revenue measures 
will generate additional money 
for the government, others will 
benefit the community.

Savali asked the task force, 
if it’s true that only those with 
a total income of $30,000 a year 
and more will benefit from the 
bill, and Talauega responded, 
yes.

“This bill will benefit those 
with a total income of $30,000 or 
more a year, but it will also ben-
efit those with a total income of 
$30,000 or less a year, because 
they will only pay the minimum 
tax of 4% to the government,” 
Talauega said, adding that 70% 
of tax payers in the territory are 
paying the minimum 4% tax to 
the government.

Committee chairman, Rep. 
Vailiuama Steve Leasiolagi 
reminded the task force about 
a motion from Rep. Vui Flor-
ence Saulo during a hearing last 
week, to move the effective date 
of the bill from 2018 to 2017.

Vailiuama wanted to know 
if there would be any burden 
to the government if the com-
mittee moves to accept the 
motion from Rep. Vui. 

Tonumaipe’a responded 
that it is up to the committee 
to make any amendments 
they feel would be best for the 
community.

During last week’s hearing 
on the house version of the bill, 
Rep. Vui asked why taxpayers 
should have to wait a whole 
year to enjoy the benefits of 
the changes, instead of imple-
menting if for the 2017 calendar 
year. 

The Treasurer said this was 
because the 2017 calendar year 
is halfway over.

According to the bill, by tax 
year 2022, America Samoa’s 
income tax table will mirror the 
2022 IRS tax table, and the tax 
table for each subsequent year 
- after 2022 - will be updated 
annually with the IRS tax table.

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-091-2017

Issuance Date: September 14, 2017 Closing Date:  September 25, 2017
 No later than 2:00p.m (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are invited from qualified firms for the “Main Highway Roadside Landscaping, 

Cleaning and Tree Trimming” located in the Territory of American Samoa.
2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 2:00 p.m. (local time), Monday, September 25, 2017 at 
which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. MANDATORY- PRE-BID CONFERENCE
 A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on September 20, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. at the 

Office of Procurement located in the village of Tafuna.  Bids will not be accepted from bidders 
who are not present at the pre-bid meeting.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
 Electronic copies of contract documents, including Plans and Scope of Work can be examined 

or obtained from the Office of Procurement during regular business hours free of charge.
5. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid.
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding as 

may be in the best interest of the American Samoa Government.

Task Force rallies 
House members to 

approve tax table bill

ASG Task Force chairman, Attorney General Talauega Eleasalo Ale, is pushing for the passage of 
an administration bill that updates the local tax table, saying it will benefit local taxpayers. See story 
for full details. [photo: AF]
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

G.H.C Reid & Company 
president Olivia Reid-Gillet 
has shared with senators what 
she believes is another area in 
which the American Samoa 
Government is losing excise 
tax revenue, and this deals with 
imported secondhand cars that 
are resold to another buyer, who 
is required to pay an additional 
excise tax but doesn’t do so.

Current law states that any 
person making a declaration 
of secondhand items - such as 
motor vehicles - being imported 
for personal use shall have the 
items delivered to the person 
without payment of tax. 

The administration is pro-
posing that a “secondhand 
motor vehicle for personal use” 
shall be subject to excise tax  - 
which is 10%. 

However, if the vehicle is 
converted to commercial use 
after it is imported, it is then 
subjected to the balance of the 
applicable excise tax, according 
to current law.

Another amendment pro-
posed by the Administration is 
for provision - “Tax on resale of 
exempted items” such as motor 
vehicles. The current statute 
states that if an exempted item 
is resold within one year of the 
date it was imported or trans-
ferred for value received, the 
seller shall declare the sale to 
the ASG Treasurer and shall at 
that time pay to ASG the tax as 
cited in the law. 

However, the administration 
is proposing to add an amend-
ment to this provision: “For sec-
ondhand motor vehicles, the tax 

will be collected from the seller 
at the Office of Motor Vehi-
cles before a transfer of title is 
approved.”

Among the family of com-
panies owned by G.H.C Reid is 
Samoa Motors Inc., for which 
Reid-Gillet is a director and 
co-owner.  

She was among the three 
business representatives called 
to testify Tuesday on three of 
the five revenue measures from 
the administration. One of those 
bills deals with amendments to 
excise tax for secondhand items 
- such as vehicles. 

Under current excise tax 
law, pertaining to secondhand 
items - such as motor vehicles 
- is a provision which states 
that the rate of tax shall be 30% 
of the price received by the 
importer upon resale, or 30% of 
the fair market value of the item 
as determined by the Treasurer 
or his delegate, if the importer 
transfers the item for other than 
cash. 

However, the administration 
is proposing to amend the 30% 
to “25%” based on the “value 
declared by” the importer, or 
“25%” of the fair market value 
of the item as determined by the 
Treasurer or his delegate. 

In Samoa Motors’ written 
statement, signed by Reid-
Gillet, the company said it fully 
supports changing the current 
method of collecting import 
duties on used vehicles to 25% 
of the declared value at the 
port of entry versus 10% upon 
arrival and the other 20% when 
resold. 

According to the com-
pany, importation duty should 

be based on a flat tax amount 
based on the model year price 
averages as published by the 
National Automobiles Associa-
tion or Kelly Blue Book. 

“This will eliminate any false 
documents used to UNDER 
declare the used vehicle’s value 
and this will increase ASG’s 
revenue collection substan-
tially,” according to Samoa 

Tax on resold secondhand cars 
imported from off island - Who knew?

LOCAL BUSINESS BLAMES OMV FOR THE ‘LOSS’ OF REVENUE FOR ASG
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NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC MEETING

The Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council announces the following 
public meetings on sheries management in offshore waters of Hawai‘i, American Samoa, 
Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and Paci c Remote Island Areas. 
For more information and complete agendas, go to www.wpcouncil.org or contact the 
Council by email at info.wpcouncil@noaa.gov, by fax at (808) 522-8226 or by phone at 
(808) 522-8220. 
Advisory Panel (AP ) for the American Samoa Archipelago Fishery Ecosystem Plan 
(FEP): Sept. 21 (Th), 2017, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Paci c Petroleum Conference 
Room, Utulei Village, American Samoa.  
Major agenda items: Council action items and issues, ecosystem component species 
designation, aquaculture management, and community activities and issues. 
Social Science Planning Committee (SSPC): Sept. 26 and 27 (T and W), 2017, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Council of ce, 1164 Bishop St., #1400, Honolulu.  
Major agenda items: Council meeting recommendations, Paci c Islands Fisheries Science 
Center Human Dimesions review, SSPC review and revisions, and SSPC strategic planning 
and research priorities. 
Special Accommodations: The host sites are physically accessible to people with 
disabilities. Requests for sign language interpretation or other auxiliary aids should be 
directed to Kitty M. Simonds, (808) 522-8220 (voice) or (808) 522-8226 (fax), at least ve 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Police Commissioner Le’i Sonny Thompson (right) accompanied by Deputy Police Commissioner 
of operation, Vaimaga Maiava, at yesterday’s Fono Joint Budget Committee hearing on Public Safe-
ty’s fiscal year 2018 budget. 

Among the interesting issues which surfaced during the less than 15-minute hearing was a ques-
tion from Sen. Magalei Logovi’i, who wanted to know how DPS financed the purchase of its brand 
new vehicles, as so many people are asking about it. 

Le’i responded that it was funded with the $10 that is paid and collected by the court for any 
traffic violation, as set forth in current statute. 

Magalei, who is also chairman of the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee and co-chair 
of the Joint Budget Committee, informed Le’i that provisions of the statute also require that any pro-
posed purchase of DPS vehicles, using this fund (the law enforcement fund), must be approved by 
the Fono. 

Magalei said he is sharing this information in case Le’i is not aware of it. He also said the Fono 
is fully aware of the vehicles needed by police to carry out their duties. [photo: FS]

(Continued on page 7)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages  

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our 
email news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

© OSINI FALEATASI INC. RESERVES ALL RIGHTS.
dba Samoa News publishes Monday to Friday, except for some local and federal holidays.
Send correspondences to: OF, dba Samoa News, Box 909, Pago Pago, Am. Samoa 96799.
Telephone at (684) 633-5599 • Fax at (684) 633-4864
Email advertisements to ads@samoanews.com
Email the newsroom at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in whole or in part, is required. Please 

address such requests to the Publisher at the address provided above.
Please visit samoanews.com for weekend updates.

Apulu Lance Polu, President of the Journalists Association of 
Samoa, or JAWS, has resigned from his top position to await the 
outcome of a police criminal charge of obtaining a false document 
now before the court. See Pacific Briefs for details.

 [Photo: Tipi Autagavaia/ RNZI]

compiled by Samoa News staff
AMATA RELEASES STATE-

MENT ON STARKIST 
Washington, D.C. – 

Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2017 
- Congresswoman Aumua 
Amata released a statement on 
the news that the United States 
Department of Justice (DOJ) 
and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) have 
announced an agreement with 
StarKist Co. and its subsidiary 
Starkist Samoa Company, in 
which the companies will make 
a series of upgrades to reduce 
pollution, improve safety mea-
sures, and comply with certain 
federal environmental laws at 
their tuna processing facility in 
American Samoa.

“StarKist is a major employer 
and partner in the community, 
and I commend their coopera-
tion with these federal agencies 
to make these upgrades for the 
benefit of our community and 
coasts,” Aumua Amata said. 
“We treasure our coasts and 
waters in American Samoa. I 
know the portion of the agree-
ment resulting in the donation of 
$88,000 in emergency response 
equipment for the American 
Samoa Fire Department will be 
a welcomed addition. I appre-
ciate all the hard work that went 
into this joint proposal by DOJ, 
the EPA and StarKist for the 
federal court’s approval.”

Under this mutually negoti-
ated Consent Decree between 
the parties, DOJ and EPA note 
that StarKist will enhance its 
environmental and safety mea-
sures, further protecting Amer-
ican Samoan local communities 
and coastal waters.

In their court filing, the par-
ties ask the Federal Court to rec-
ognize that the Consent Decree 
was negotiated in good faith 
and that it was fair, reasonable 
and in the public interest. 

The DOJ and EPA further 
noted that StarKist has already 
performed a significant amount 
of the work to make correc-
tions and that under the consent 
agreement StarKist will pay 
a civil fine and provide emer-
gency response equipment to 
the American Samoa Depart-
ment of Public Safety and Fire 
Services Bureau.

This proposed Consent 
Decree was filed in the U.S. 
District Court in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania and is subject to 
a 30-day comment period and 

subject to final court approval. 
A copy of the Consent Decree 
is available for anyone to 
review on the DOJ website at 
<www.usdoj.gov/enrd/Con-
sent_Decrees.html>

SAMOA MEDIA ASSO-
CIATION PRESIDENT 

RESIGNS 
The President of the Journal-

ists Association of Samoa, or 
JAWS, Apulu Lance Polu, has 
resigned from the top position 
of the organization to await the 
outcome of a police criminal 
charge of obtaining a false doc-
ument now before the court.

Vice President of JAWS, 
Rudy Bartley confirmed Apu-
lu’s resignation from his posi-
tion. Apulu is one of the two 
directors of the Local Partners 
and Associates nonu juice com-
pany who are facing criminal 
charges as a result of a police 
investigation into a complaint 
filed by another company 
director and government Asso-
ciate Minister, Peseta Vaifou 
Tevaga.

The former Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Laaulialemalietoa Leuatea 
Polataivao Fosi Schmidt, who 
stepped down last month from 
his ministerial portfolio is 
facing one count of obtaining 
money by deception as a result 
of the police investigation. The 
former minister’s wife was also 
charged with the same criminal 
offense. The three accused will 
appear in court for the first men-
tion of the case in the Supreme 
Court next Monday.

(Source: RNZI)
FUIMAONO TITIMAEA 
TAFUA RETURNS AS 

MANU SAMOA COACH
The worst kept secret in 

Samoa appears to be finally out. 
Fuimaono Titimaea Tafua 

has returned as the Head of 
Coach of the Manu Samoa, 
replacing former coach, Namu-
lauulu Alama Ieremia. 

The decision was reportedly 
made during a Samoa Rugby 
Union Board meeting last night. 

The appointment ends weeks 
of speculations where Fuim-
aono was always touted as the 
one to take the job. 

Contacted last week by the 
Samoa Observer, he vehe-
mently denied being appointed. 

Prior to the Board meeting 
last night, the Chairman of the 
Samoa Rugby Union and Prime 
Minister Tuilaepa Sa’ilele 

Malielegaoi said the main cri-
teria for selecting a coach would 
be someone who can win games 
and help Samoa qualify for the 
Rugby World Cup.  

(Source: Samoa Observer)
AT LEAST 5,000 NEW 

VOTERS REGISTER FOR 
TONGAN ELECTION

With just two months to 
go before Tongans head to the 
polls on November 16, there 
are more than 57,000 registered 
voters, according to a provi-
sional electoral roll.

Just over 51,000 voters reg-
istered for the last election in 
2014. Supervisor of Elections 
Pita Vuki says the final elec-
toral roll will be printed on 
September 15. Vuki told the 
Matangi Tonga website that he 
expects the number of voters 
to be close to that of the pro-
visional roll but there are still 
voters coming in to register.

The deadline for new voters 
to register is Thursday.

The provisional electoral roll 
consists of 51% women and 
49% men. Nearly 71% of those 
on the roll reside in Tongatapu, 
just under 15 percent in Vava’u, 
with the remainder shared 
between the other outer islands.

Tonga heads to the polls, a 
year early, after King Tupou 
VI dissolved parliament last 
month.(Source: RNZI)

CHURCH MINISTER 
ACCUSED IN NEW 

ZEALAND
A Flaxmere pastor who 

allegedly brought a Samoan 
man to New Zealand to work 
as his ‘slave’ is facing charges 
of providing false or misleading 
information to an immigration 
officer.

Faaofo Fomai and his 
church, the Everlasting Gospel 
Church, each face four charges. 
Fomai, 59, appeared in Hast-
ings District Court on Tuesday 
and was remanded without plea 
until later this month.

The charges relate to 
Fomai’s dealings with a 
Samoan police officer, 
Uasi Siatulau, whom he prom-
ised a job as a youth pastor 
in his Hawke’s Bay church. 
According to an Immigration 
and Protection Tribunal ruling 
last year, Siatulau claimed to 
have been exploited by Fomai, 
who arranged for him to come 
to New Zealand in April 2015 
with his wife and four children.

Pastor of the Everlasting Gospel Church in Flaxmere, Faaofo 
Fomai as he drives from Hastings District Court. Fomai  and 
his church each face four charges in a case involving a man that 
claims the minister treated him like a ‘slave’. See Pacific Briefs for 
details.

 [Photo: John Cowpland/ Stuff NZ]

Pacific Island 
News in Brief

(Continued on page 7)
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Samoa News Correspondent

DBAS BOARD MEMBER 
GETS SENATE 

ENDORSEMENT
In a unanimous 13-0 vote, 

the Senate on Monday con-
firmed the governor’s nomina-
tion of Talalemotu Mauga to the 
Development Bank of Amer-
ican Samoa board of directors. 

Mauga, who has served as 
Legislative Financial Officer for 
many years, is the last DBAS 
board member to go through the 
confirmation process, which is 
subject to Senate confirmation 
only. He was off island when 
Senate committee confirmation 
hearings were held earlier this 
year in April. 

Prior to the Monday vote, 
Mauga appeared earlier in the 
day for a very brief confirma-
tion hearing before the Senate 
Budget and Appropriations 
Committee where Sen. Paepae 
Iosefa Faiai offered an impor-
tant recommendation to the 
nominee. That is, to remember 
low income families when the 
apply for home repair loans. 

Paepae claimed that a 
$10,000 loan application goes 
through much scrutiny as if 
the applicant was requesting 
a $100,000 loan. “Love and 
help our people,” Paepae told 
Mauga. 

Other DBAS board members 
are: Sen. Nuanuaolefeagaiga 
Saoluaga Nua (chairman), 
Muagututia Lepei Fa’aola, 
Fiapaipai Fruean, Gi Malala, 
Vaiausia Yandall, Eseta Sataua, 
Rev. Fred Mamea and Rep. 
Timusa Tini Lam Yuean.

Each member serves a two-
year term, according to Gov. 
Lolo Matalasi Moliga’s Apr. 5, 
2017 nomination letter sent to 
the Senate.

ASG TERRITORIAL 
AUDITOR POSITION 

QUESTIONED
At last week Friday’s Fono 

Joint Budget Committee hear-
ings, several lawmakers con-
tinued to question the Terri-
torial Audit Office’s deputy 
auditor,  Liua Fatuesi on why 
the post of Territorial Auditor is 
vacant while the office’s annual 
budget, keeps showing a salary 
for the position.

Under local law, the gov-
ernor appoints and the Fono 
confirms the territorial auditor, 
who serves a four-year term. 
Certified public accountant 
(CPA), Robert Dantini was the 
last person to hold the post. He 
left the territory in 2014 before 
his contract expired. One major 
qualification required under the 
law is that a Territorial Auditor 
is a CPA.

Fatuesi explained that in 
accordance with the law, the 
decision to recruit and hire a 
territorial auditor rests with 
the governor, and the post  - 
which requires the applicant 
to be a CPA - has been vacant 

for five years and the salary is 
included in the annual budget 
in the event the governor wants 
to start recruiting for a Territo-
rial Auditor.  Fatuesi said the 
Territorial Audit Office still 
conducts audits of ASG agen-
cies and certifies those results, 
such as cash count. However, 
the office cannot certify finan-
cial statements because only a 
CPA can do that, said Fatuesi, 
who added that many financial 
statements for ASG entities are 
certified by a CPA that conducts 
ASG audits. 

Senate Budget and Appro-
priations Committee chairman, 
Sen. Magalei Logovi’i, who is 
also co-chair of the joint budget 
hearings, explained for the com-
mittee the local statute which 
established the Territorial Audit 
Office, an independent ASG 
agency, which is much different 
than other ASG entities. 

He acknowledged that the 
governor appoints and the Fono 
confirms a territorial auditor, 
but the Fono also has a say if the 
governor moves to terminate 
the territorial auditor. In other 
words, a governor’s recommen-
dation to terminate a territorial 
auditor, requires a two-thirds 
vote from both the Senate and 
House. 

SENATE PASSES SEX 
OFFENDER REGISTRY 

AMENDMENT 
The Senate on Tuesday gave 

unanimous approval, via a 13-0 
vote, on an administration bill 
seeking to amend the American 
Samoa Sex Offenders’ Regis-
tration and Notification Act.

The amendment allows 
American Samoa to be in sub-
stantial compliance with the 
requirements of the federal Sex 
Offender Registration and Noti-
fication Act (SORNA).

Under the territory’s cur-
rent law, Tier II offenders may 
have their registration periods 
reduced to 10 years if they 
maintain a clean record for 
10 consecutive years, but this 
provision is not in compliance 
with SORNA, according to the 
governor.

Lolo said the proposed 
amendment “will allow the 
government to continue moni-
toring individuals who have 
committed more severe sexual 
crimes.”

The Senate’s expedited 
approval of the measure fol-
lowed a committee hearing last 
Friday, where several sena-
tors voiced strong support of 
the bill, after Attorney General 
Talauega Eleasalo Ale stressed 
the importance of protecting 
children from being victims of 
sexual assault. 

There are currently more 
than 100 sex offenders in the 
local sex offender registry, 
said Talauega referring to the 
American Samoa Sex Offender 
Registry (ASSOR), which is 
overseen by his office. (See 

Samoa News Sept. 11th edition 
for details.)

The bill now goes to the 
House for consideration. The 
House has its own identical ver-
sion pending in committee.

RESOLUTION FOR BEN 
LAUSEN

Senators approved on 
Tuesday a resolution which 
conveys the deepest and most 

$1000 
Reward

For information and return of  
stolen jewelry taken from a private 

home in Pago Pago (Autapini)  
on Saturday, Sept. 8, 2017.

Call 770-9119.

PUBLIC NOTICE
American Samoa Government
Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
State Management Plan – Consolidated Grant
For Title 49 U.S.C. Sections 5310, 5311 & 5339
Title 49 U.S.C. 5310 Authorizes funding for public transportation capital projects planned, designed and 
carried out to meet the special needs of elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities.
Title 49 U.S.C. 5311 Enhance the access of people in non-urbanized areas to health care, shopping, 
education, employment, public services and recreation.  Assist in the maintenance, development, 
improvement, and use of public transportation systems in non-urbanized areas.
Title 49 U.S.C. 5339 Provides capital funding to replace, rehabilitate and purchase buses and related 
equipment and to construct bus-related facilities, or to transfer to supplement urban and rural formula 
grant programs.
The American Samoa Government invites public comments on the Federal Transit Administration Consolidated 
Grant State Management Plan Draft.  Public comments are invited for a 30-day period commencing on Monday, 
September 18, 2017 to October 18, 2017.
This document is available in accessible formats upon request.  Paper copies can be retrieved from the Office of 
the Department of Public Works in Tafuna.  An electronic copy can also be emailed upon request.  Please forward 
your comments to the office of Public works before the time requested.
Further information regarding this plan may be obtained by contacting the Department of Public Works @ 699-9921 
or 699-5357 and ask for Cathy Faoa-Danielson or Jacinta Fa’ata’a Falealili for assistance.

(Continued on page 8)



An investigation into the 
industrial accident was opened 

on Jan. 17th, and carried out 
by the Honolulu Area Office 
of OHSA, a bureau of the US 
Department of Labor. 

According to the OSHA 
report, Manua’s Inc., was 
issued five violations on Jun. 
19 and four of them are labeled 
“serious” with a proposed fine 
of $8,873 for each serious vio-
lation. The fifth violation is 
labeled “other” with no fine 
imposed. 

Current penalty or fine for the 
serious violations total $35,492 
and the violation was contested 
on July 10th by Manua’s Inc., it 
says. 

Responding to questions 
from Samoa News, USDOL 
regional spokesman Jose Car-
nevali could only confirm that 
citations were issued Jun. 19 
and violations were contested 
July 10th. 

He did however explain that 
a “serious violation is where 
there is substantial probability 
that death or serious physical 
harm could result from expo-
sure to the hazard.”

“Payment is required once 
the citations become a final 
order. This will occur once the 
contest is adjudicated,” he said 
yesterday via email from the 
USDOL regional office in San 
Francisco.

There is no confirmation on 
a time frame on how long an 
employer is given to contest 
violations and therefore, it’s 
unclear when OSHA will issue 
a final order on this case.

 Page 6  samoa news, Thursday, September 14, 2017

Referring to the many com-
plaints recently voiced about 
police officer presence at the 
airport, Fetui asked, if the 
scanner unit at the airport is 
running smoothly, why are 
there so many people present 
at the airport instead of at your 
office and the K-9 unit?

Talauega said it is all a part 
of Governor Lolo M. Moliga’s 
plan, which is to have all law 
enforcement agencies in the 
territory working together to 
address the problem of drugs 
entering American Samoa. 

He said all law enforcement 
agencies need to work together 
as a team, and not against each 
other. To follow up on the 
scanner issue, Savali told the 
committee members and the 
task force that if there’s any-
body who can testify about how 

good the government’s new 
scanner is - it’s him.

This is because, according 
to him, the new M60 scanner at 
the main Port was able to detect 
items that were stashed inside 
a car that was shipped from 
off-island, under his name. 
According to Savali, he didn’t 
have any knowledge of the 
items until they were discov-
ered by the new scanner.

Meanwhile, the vehicle in 
question, a black Jeep Cherokee 
with California license plates, 
has been moved from the Cus-
toms warehouse and is parked 
in front of the DPS Central Sta-
tion in Fagatogo. 

Two months ago, Samoa 
News reported that Savali said 
the vehicle belonged to his son-
in-law, and that he had already 
provided a statement to police.FILE - In this June 22, 2016 photo Toilin Kelly speaks as she is interviewed by The Associated 

Press about her fiance Marion “Suge” Knight at his defense attorney’s offices in the Sherman Oaks 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Toilin Kelly and Mark Blankenship, a business partner, have been 
charged with violating a court order by selling video evidence that is under seal in connection with 
the murder trial of former rap mogul Marion “Suge” Knight, the Los Angeles County District Attor-
ney’s Office announced Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2017. Kelly allegedly reached a deal worth $55,000 and 
TMZ posted the video on its site.  (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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➧ House speaker validates…
Continued from page 1

➧ OSHA slaps Manu’a Store…
Continued from page 1
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Samoa News at 633-5599

ACCURACY
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take part in the Games.
Participation in the Games, 

according to ASNOC secre-
tary general Ethan Lake, is the 
closest our local athletes will 
get to experiencing what it’s 
like to compete at the Olympic 
level.    “Many of the ath-
letes will be Olympians, and 
Olympic and world medalists,” 

he said. “What we are expecting 
from the Games is experience 
and exposure for our athletes. 
We go to represent American 
Samoa and showcase some 
of our raw talent, culture, and 
values, as well as our strengths 
and challenges.”  Coverage of 
the Games is being sponsored 
by Carl’s Jr.
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Motors.
The company is concerned 

with wording in the bill, “25% 
of the fair market value of the 
item as determined by the Trea-
surer or his delegate,” because 
“that leaves too much room 
for error and personal interpre-
tation which could cost ASG 
revenues”.

In her verbal Samoan tes-
timony, Reid-Gillet reiterated 
what she wrote in her official 
written English statement.

She said there are many 
imported secondhand cars, 
paying 10% import tax and 
when the car is resold, there’s 
another 20% tax that should be 
paid to the government, but that 
is not being done. 

She believes the problem lies 
with OMV, which is supposed 
to report to the Treasurer that a 
car is resold and therefore there 
is an additional 20% tax to pay. 

She said that for the many 
years this law has been in place, 
no one is reporting to Treasury 
that a car has been resold and 
therefore required to repay the 
tax. 

She said collecting the excise 
tax at Port is much more effi-
cient and this ensures that the 
government is not losing much 
needed revenues. “We strongly 
support the amendment [on 
second hand vehicles],” she 

said, adding that the govern-
ment is currently losing a lot of 
[excise tax] revenue, because 
some companies are not pro-
viding to Customs the correct 
invoices to ensure the right tax 
is paid.

DECLARATION
Local law allows a person to 

make a declaration that the sec-
ondhand items being imported 
are for “personal use”.

Samoa Motors suggests 
that “personal use” declara-
tion “should be abolished alto-
gether”, arguing that many indi-
viduals and companies import 
vehicles on a “regular basis” 
and keep declaring them as 
“personal use but then resell the 
vehicles immediately as a busi-
ness transaction. 

“Eliminating the ‘personal 
use’ declaration will provide 
ASG with more revenue and 
keep the playing field level 
for those in the retail busi-
ness,” according to the state-
ment, which also points out 
that Samoa Motors is a local 
Samoan family-owned com-
pany that has been in business 
since 1974. 

“It has always been impor-
tant to us to support our gov-
ernment and our community so 
we implore you (lawmakers) to 
please address our concerns,” 
said the company. 

➧ Nolan Puletasi…
Continued from page 1

➧ Tax on resold…
Continued from page 3

In early 2016 Immigra-
tion New Zealand discovered 
he was not working as a youth 
pastor for the church and he was 
given four weeks to apply for a 
variation to his visa conditions 
or leave.

Siatulau told Immigration 
NZ he had never worked as a 
youth pastor and that Fomai had 
treated him like a “slave”.

He told the tribunal the 
church had few members and 
there was no youth group for 
him to work with, and he had 
been made to pick apples within 
days of arriving.

The tribunal ruling, issued 
last year, said Siatulau “left his 
job in Samoa to come here for 
a new beginning but had been 
misled”.

Siatulau presented the tri-
bunal with a letter from Fomai 

stating the church would pay 
him $1350 to $1400 a fortnight.

He also had a sponsorship 
form for religious workers com-
pleted by Fomai in support of 
his application for a work visa.

After Immigration NZ 
declined Siatulau a visa to 
work in an orchard and served 
him with a deportation liability 
notice, he requested that his 
family be allowed to stay in 
New Zealand as they had been 
victims of the pastor.

The tribunal said the situa-
tion was “indeed unfortunate” if 
it was as alleged, but it did not 
find there were exceptional cir-
cumstances of a humanitarian 
nature, and the deportation 
order stood.

Siatulau and his family were 
deported. 

(Source: Stuff New Zealand)

➧ Pacific briefs…
Continued from page 4



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Former Trump administra-
tion national security adviser 
Michael Flynn is facing new 
questions about a 2015 trip he 
took to the Middle East as part 
of a private proposal to build 
nuclear power plants across the 
region.  Two top Democrats said 
in a letter released Wednesday 
that he appeared to have vio-
lated federal law by failing to 
report the trip when he renewed 
his security clearance last year. 
The lawmakers — Rep. Elijah 
Cummings of Maryland and 
Rep. Eliot Engel of New York 
— also said documents turned 
over to their staff suggested that 
Flynn also failed to report con-
tacts with Israeli and Egyptian 
government officials.

The information released by 
the lawmakers was fresh evi-
dence that Flynn didn’t fully 
account for his foreign contacts 
and business entanglements 
even though he was liable for 
possible federal criminal penal-
ties for lying or omitting such 
information. Security clear-
ance questionnaires specifically 
ask applicants to report any 
meetings abroad or contacts 
with foreign government offi-
cials that occurred in the pre-
vious seven years. As a former 
director of the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, Flynn main-
tained a security clearance. His 
last renewal was in early 2016.

Flynn has been dogged by 
questions about his lack of dis-
closure of a Turkish lobbying 
operation and of foreign pay-
ments he accepted after leaving 
the military in 2014. Flynn also 
was forced to resign his Trump 
administration post in February 
after White House officials 
determined that he had misled 

them about the nature of diplo-
matic conversations with Rus-
sia’s ambassador to the U.S.

Special counsel Robert 
Mueller is scrutinizing Flynn’s 
foreign interactions as part of 
his probe into Russia’s med-
dling in the 2016 election and 
any possible coordination with 
Trump associates. Earlier this 
year, that investigation incorpo-
rated an ongoing federal probe 
into Flynn’s Turkish lobbying.

On Wednesday, a profes-
sional editor who performed 
contract work for Flynn’s now-
defunct consulting firm said 
that he was questioned Tuesday 
by FBI agents. Editor Hank 
Cox said the agents’ questions 
centered on the roles played by 
Flynn and his business partner, 
Bijan R. Kian, in the develop-
ment of an op-ed that ran last 
November under Flynn’s name 
in The Hill, a Washington polit-
ical newspaper.

The op-ed praised Tur-
key’s president, Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, and urged the 
extradition from the U.S. of 
Fethullah Gulen, a Muslim 
cleric whom Erdogan has 
accused of involvement in last 
year’s aborted military coup in 
Turkey. The op-ed published on 
Election Day quickly prompted 
a Justice Department inquiry 
that resulted in Flynn acknowl-
edging in March that the work 
may have aided the interests of 
Turkey’s government.

Flynn’s attorney, Robert 
Kelner, declined to comment on 
the letter from the Democratic 
lawmakers. Flynn’s legal team 
has previously said that he’d 
like to cooperate with Congress 
but only intended to respond to 
subpoenas that compel him to 
do so. 
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AMERICAN SAMOA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position Title: ADULT EDUCATION LITERACY & EXTENDED 
 LEARNING INSTRUCTOR 
Employment Status: Full Time / 10 Months – Career Service 
General Description:  
This position is directly under the supervision of the Director of Adult Education Literacy & Extended Learning 
(AELEL). 
Responsibilities and Duties:    

•	 Teach	a	full	course	load	each	semester	and/or	off-campus	literacy	programs.	
•	 Advise	and	counsel	students	on	academic,	behavioral,	and	educational	matters.	
•	 Keep	office	hours	for	students.	
•	 Write	a	class	syllabi	for	every	course	assigned	to	teach.	
	•	 Continually	update	knowledge	in	Adult	Basic	Education	and	English	Language	Learner	best	practices	in	

teaching and learning. 
•	 Develop	department	curriculum.	
•	 Write	course	outlines.	
•	 Serve	in	ASCC	committees.	
•	 Develop,	implement,	and	assess	Student	Learning	Outcomes	(SLOs)	for	each	course	taught.	
	•	 Share	data	on	SLOs	collected	from	courses	taught	with	department	and	other	college	stakeholders,	and	

provide	recommendations	for	improvement	of	student	learning.	
•	 Participate	as	an	active	member	in	the	Student	Learning	Outcome	review	process.	
•	 Participate	in	all	college	program	reviews,	divisional	program	review,	and	student	assessment	review.	
•	 Perform	any	other	related	duties	assigned	by	the	Director	of	AELEL.	

Minimum Qualifications: 
•	 Bachelor	degree	in	Education	with	15	credits	in	any	of	the	content	areas.
•	 Three	(3)	years	of	teaching	experience	at	the	elementary	or	secondary	level.	

Preferred Qualifications:
•	 Master’s	degree	with	an	emphasis	in	Education	with	at	least	five	(5)	years	of	teaching	at	a	two	or	four	

year college. 
Salary:  Salary will be commensurate with degree and experience.
Application Deadline: September 28, 2017 no later than 4:00pm. 
Applications	are	available	from	American	Samoa	Community	College,	Human	Resources	Office	(699-9155	 
Ext.	429/441/428),	or	by	emailing	Silaulelei	Saofaigaalii	at	s.saofaigaalii@amsamoa.edu.

Adult Education Literacy & Extended Learning

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

sincere condolences of the Leg-
islature and the people of Amer-
ican Samoa to Mrs. Lupelele 
Leialoha Letuli Lausen and the 
Lausen family on the passing of 
Olopao Pubi Benjamin Lausen. 

The resolution, sponsored 
by Sen. Taua’a S. Vaouli also 
pays tribute to Olopao’s service 
to his country, family, and the 
people of American Samoa. 

The resolution notes that 
from a very young age, Ben, as 
Olopao is known to many, knew 
his passion was to serve others 
and the military provided this 
avenue to fulfill his potential, 
by joining the US Army right 
after high school and serving in 
the Vietnam War in two sepa-
rate campaigns. 

He then became an Army 
Recruiter of the Pacific Basin 
where he earned the Gold 
Recruiter Badge with three-
sapphire stars for his excellent 
service. His extensive military 

service included a period of 
service at the US Embassy in 
Greece.

In the territory, Ben served 
as the Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (JROTC) 
instructor at both Leone and 
Fagaitua high schools. He later 
became the American Samoa 
JROTC Program Operations 
Manager, a post he held until 
he passed away peacefully on 
July 28th, 2017 surrounded by 
his loved ones in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

He attended Marist Brothers 
School in Atu’u, Chanel Col-
lege in Samoa, and is a 1969 
graduate of Samoana High 
School. He went on to graduate 
from the National University in 
California and the University 
of Phoenix, according to the 
resolution, which states that he 
is survived by his wife, chil-
dren, grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren.

FILE - In this Feb. 1, 2017, file photo, National Security Adviser Michael Flynn speaks during the 
daily news briefing at the White House, in Washington. Flynn is facing new scrutiny over his failure 
to report a June 2015 trip to the Middle East that was part of an effort to build nuclear power plants 
across the region. Two Democratic lawmakers said in a letter released Wednesday, Sept. 13, that 
Flynn did not report the trip on his security clearance paperwork as required by law. 

 (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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SALT LAKE CITY (AP) 
— An investigation into the 
rough arrest of a Utah nurse 
who refused to allow a blood 
draw on an unconscious patient 
found evidence that police offi-
cers violated department poli-
cies, the mayor of Salt Lake 
City said Wednesday.

Mayor Jackie Biskupski 
discussed the findings in an 
unusual step aimed at repairing 
public trust after a video sur-
faced of the nurse being dragged 
from the hospital in handcuffs 
on July 26.

“The rift this has caused in 
our city must be healed,” the 
mayor said, citing threats made 
to 911 dispatchers and to her 
staff following the arrest.

The internal affairs inves-
tigation found evidence that 
Detective Jeff Payne and Lt. 
James Tracy broke guidelines 
on arrests, ethics and officer 
conduct, among others.

Greg Skordas, a lawyer for 
Payne, said he disputes some 
of the conclusions in the report 
and plans to prepare a response 
for the police chief. Attorney Ed 
Brass, who represents Tracy, 
didn’t return messages seeking 
comment.

Salt Lake City police chief 
Mike Brown will use the results 
of the investigation, as well as 
a civilian review board conclu-
sion that policies were broken, 
when he decides what conse-
quences the officers will face, 
the mayor said. There is no 
deadline for the decision.

Prosecutors have also 
opened a criminal investigation 
into the conduct.

An attorney for nurse Alex 
Wubbels said she was relieved 
about the findings involving the 
officers.

“These were two sea-
soned officers who apparently 
believed they had carte blanche 
to do exactly what they were 
doing,” lawyer Karra Porter 
said.

The detective who cuffed 
Wubbels has come under the 
most scrutiny. However, Porter 
said she’s also concerned about 
the behavior of Tracy, the 
supervisor who recommended 
the arrest and did not release 

Wubbels after he arrived at the 
scene to find her in handcuffs.

Brass has said his client has 
been the target of threats since 
the video was released. Brass 
has called for people to with-
hold judgment until the investi-
gations are complete.

Skordas has said his client 
would walk away rather than 
put Wubbels in handcuffs, if he 
had it to do over again.

Both officers were put on 
paid administrative leave after 
Porter and Wubbels released 
the video on Aug. 31.

The mayor and police chief 
have apologized, and the depart-
ment has updated its policy to 
match the hospital guidance 
that Wubbels followed when 
she refused to allow Payne to 
draw blood without formal con-
sent or a warrant.

Mayor: Investiga-
tion found arrest of 
nurse broke policies

FILE - In this July 26, 2017, frame grab from video taken from a police body camera and pro-
vided by attorney Karra Porter, nurse Alex Wubbels is arrested by a Salt Lake City police officer at 
University Hospital in Salt Lake City. An investigation into the rough arrest of Utah nurse, Wubbels, 
who refused to allow a blood draw on an unconscious patient found evidence that police officers 
violated department policies, the mayor of Salt Lake City said Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2017. 

 (Salt Lake City Police Department/Courtesy of Karra Porter via AP, File)
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Irma, which flattened some 
Caribbean islands and envel-
oped nearly all of Florida in its 
fury, no longer exists. The open 
Atlantic’s most powerful hurri-
cane on record finally sputtered 
out as an ordinary rainstorm 
over Ohio and Indiana.

Irma’s confirmed death toll 
is 61 and still rising, 38 in the 
Caribbean and 23 in the United 
States. In the U.S. alone, nearly 
7 million people were told to 
evacuate, and 13 million Florid-
ians were left without power in 
hot steamy weather.

This storm grew so 
immensely powerful over 
warmer-than-normal Atlantic 
water that it devastated the 
first islands in its path. Its gar-
gantuan size — two Hurricane 
Andrews could fit inside it — 
spread so much fear that people 
all over the Florida peninsula 
upended their lives to flee.

“This was a large, extremely 
dangerous catastrophic hur-
ricane,” National Hurricane 
Center spokesman and meteo-
rologist Dennis Feltgen said 
Wednesday, when he declared 
the storm over.

Colorado State University 
hurricane researcher Phil Klotz-
bach put it simpler: “Irma was 
a beast.”

Irma generated as much 
accumulated energy in a dozen 
days as an entire six-month 
hurricane season would in 
an average year, Klotzbach 
calculated.

Just 30 hours after it became 
a tropical storm on Aug. 30, 
Irma was a major Category 3 
hurricane. By Sept. 4 it had 
intensified into a Category 4, 
with 130 mph (210 kph) winds, 
and it wasn’t near done.

It became a Category 5 
storm the next day with top 
winds of 185 mph (nearly 300 
kph), the highest ever recorded 
in the open Atlantic. Only one 
storm whirled faster — Hur-
ricane Allen reached 190 mph 
(305 kph) in 1980 over the nor-
mally warm Gulf of Mexico 
— but Irma held its ferociously 
high speeds for 37 hours, a 
new global record for tropical 
cyclones. It beat Typhoon 
Haiyan, which also reached 185 
mph (nearly 300 kph) before 
killing more than 6,000 people 
in the Philippines. Irma ulti-
mately spent 78 hours as a Cat-
egory 5, the longest in 85 years 
for Atlantic hurricanes.

Irma’s entire path, from its 
birth off Africa to its death over 
the Ohio Valley, stayed within 
the cone of the probable track 
forecast by the National Hurri-
cane Center.

Irma claimed its first victim 
when it was still far off, sending 
a “monster wave” to drown a 
teen-aged surfer in Barbados. 
Then it hit the Leeward Islands 
in full fury, sweeping a 2-year-
old boy to his death after tearing 

the roof from his home.
Irma bullied through much 

of the Caribbean — Antigua, St. 
Martin, St. Barts, Anguilla, the 
U.S. and British Virgin Islands, 
Turks and Caicos, the Bahamas. 
It narrowly skirted Puerto 
Rico, Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic. It turned lush tropical 
playgrounds into blasted-out 
landscapes, littered with splin-
tered lumber, crumpled sheet 
metal and shattered lives. In St. 
Martin, 15 people were killed.

Irma was still a Category 5 
when it raked Cuba’s coast, the 
first hurricane that size to hit the 
storm-prone island since 1924. 
At least 10 people died there, 
despite massive evacuations. 
And by moving briefly over 
land, it may have spared Florida 
a tougher punch.

More importantly, the 
system slowed, delaying its turn 
north and steering its center 
over Florida’s west coast, 
which is less populated and less 
densely developed than the east. 
It also allowed dry air and high 
winds from the southwest to 
flow into Irma, taking a bite out 
of the storm and even tearing 
the southwest eyewall apart for 
a while.

Irma was more vulnerable, 
but by no means weak. A Cate-
gory 4 storm with 130 (210 kph) 
winds when it slammed into 
Cudjoe Key, it tied for history’s 
seventh strongest hurricane to 
make U.S. landfall, based on its 
central pressure. With Harvey’s 
swamping of Texas, this is the 
first year two Category 4 storms 
hit the United States.

The Keys were devastated. 
Federal officials estimated that 
a quarter of the homes were 
destroyed, and hardly any 
escaped damage. Roofs seemed 
peeled off by can-openers; 
power poles were nowhere to 
be seen. Irma was back over 
water as it closed in on main-
land Florida, weakening still 
but spreading much wider — to 
more than 400 miles (640 kilo-
meters) in girth — whipping 
the entire peninsula with winds 
of 39 mph (62 kph) or more. It 
pushed its highest storm surge, 
10 feet (more than 3 meters), 
onto Florida’s southwestern 
coast, while causing some of 
its worst flooding in northeast 
Florida, Georgia and South Car-
olina, far from Irma’s center.

Irma’s second U.S. land-
fall was on Marco Island, near 
where Wilma hit in 2005. By 
then, Irma was a still-major 
Category 3, with 115 mph (185 
kph) winds, but weakening fast. 
The worst of its fury somehow 
missed the Tampa Bay area, 
where homes were not nearly 
as flooded as those in faraway 
Jacksonville. Irma then sloshed 
through Georgia and Alabama 
as a tropical storm, blowing 
down tall trees and power lines, 
before dissipating Tuesday over 
Tennessee and Ohio.

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-092-2017

Issuance Date: September 14, 2017 Closing Date:  September 25, 2017
 No later than 2:00p.m (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are invited for the “Rental of Heavy and Light Equipment for the Department of 

Public Works” located in the Territory of American Samoa.
2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 2:00 p.m. (local time), Monday, September 25, 2017 at 
which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. MANDATORY- PRE-BID CONFERENCE
 A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on September 20, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. at the 

Office of Procurement located in the village of Tafuna.  Bids will not be accepted from bidders 
who are not present at the pre-bid meeting.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
 Contract documents, including Scope of Work, may be examined at the Office of Procurement 

or obtained from there, during regular business hours.
5. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid.
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding as 

may be in the best interest of the American Samoa Government.

Irma’s life and 
demise: 2 weeks of 
destruction and fear 

TSM MART
699-6312

CHECK OUT OUR FRESH FRUITS FROM HAWAII
also FRESH VEGETABLES FROM HAWAII  

AND LOCALLY GROWN
On Special Now!!

•  STARKIST ALBACORE TUNA 24x5oz ............. - $  9.95
•  CHICKEN LEG 20LB  ..................................... - $12.95

HURRY WHILE 
SUPPLY LAST!

•  TURKEY TAIL 10LB  ........- $12.95
•  SAUSAGE 10LB  .............- $12.95 
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COX’S BAZAR, Bangla-
desh (AP) — With Myanmar 
drawing condemnation for 
violence that has driven nearly 
380,000 Rohingya Muslims to 
flee the country, the government 
said its leader, Aung San Suu 
Kyi, will skip this month’s U.N. 
General Assembly meetings.

Suu Kyi will miss the assem-
bly’s ministerial session, which 
opens Sept. 19 and runs through 
Sept. 25, to address domestic 
security issues, according to 
presidential office spokesman 
Zaw Htay.  The U.N. Security 
Council on Wednesday con-
demned the violence in Myan-
mar’s Rakhine state that sparked 
the mass exodus. Members 
called for “immediate steps to 
end the violence” and efforts to 
de-escalate the situation, ensure 
protection of civilians and 
resolve the refugee problem.  
Britain’s U.N. Ambassador 
Matthew Rycroft said the coun-
cil’s press statement, which 
followed closed-door consulta-
tions, was the first statement the 
U.N.’s most powerful body has 
made in nine years on the situ-
ation in Myanmar. He called it 
“an important first step.”

While the Security Council 
was meeting, U.N. Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres told 
reporters that ethnic cleansing 
was taking place against the 
Rohingya. He urged Myan-
mar’s government to suspend 
military action, end the vio-
lence, uphold the rule of law 
and allow the Rohingyas, who 
were stripped of citizenship 
years ago, to return home.

Suu Kyi’s appearance at last 
year’s General Assembly was 
a landmark: her first since her 
party won elections in 2015 
and replaced a military-domi-
nated government. Even then, 
however, she faced criticism 
over Myanmar’s treatment of 
Rohingya Muslims, whose 
name she did not utter. Many 
in Buddhist-majority Myanmar 
instead use the term “Ben-
galis” and insist they are people 
who migrated illegally from 
Bangladesh.

Suu Kyi is not Myanmar’s 
president — her official titles 
are state counselor and foreign 
minister — but she effectively 
serves as leader of the Southeast 
Asian nation though she does 
not control the military.

Zaw Htay said that, with 
President Htin Kyaw hospital-
ized, second Vice President 
Henry Van Tio would attend 
the U.N. meeting.  “The first 
reason (Suu Kyi cannot attend) 
is because of the Rakhine ter-
rorist attacks,” Zaw Htay said. 
“The state counselor is focusing 
to calm the situation in Rakhine 
state. There are circumstances. 
The second reason is, there are 
people inciting riots in some 
areas. We are trying to take care 
of the security issue in many 
other places. The third is that 
we are hearing that there will 
be terrorist attacks and we are 
trying to address this issue.”

Instead, Zaw Htay said, 
Suu Kyi will give a speech in 
Myanmar next week that will 

cover the same topics that she 
would have addressed at the 
United Nations. The crisis 
erupted on Aug. 25, when an 
insurgent Rohingya group 
attacked police outposts in 
Rakhine and Myanmar’s mili-
tary responded with “clearance 
operations” against the rebels. 
The ensuing violence has left 
hundreds dead and set off the 
refugee exodus, with new 
arrivals crossing the border into 
Bangladesh each day.

Zaw Htay said of 471 “Ben-
gali” villages in three town-
ships, 176 are now completely 
empty and at least 34 others are 
partially abandoned.

He said at least 86 clashes 
occurred through Sept. 5, but 
none since. “What that means 
is, when the security forces are 
trying to stabilize the region, 
they have succeeded to a point,” 
he said.  The government 
blames Rohingya for the vio-
lence, but journalists who vis-
ited the region found evidence 
that raises doubts.

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

COASTWEEKS 2017
“A Healthy Coast is a Wealthy Coast”

WHEREAS, American Samoa has a varied coastline of rocky shores, sandy beaches, and 
harbors; and
WHEREAS, the natural resources of the coastal zone are among our most valuable economic 
resources; and
WHEREAS, the marine environment is of the most valuable resource supporting an active 
subsistence and commercial industry; and
WHEREAS, through the management, sustainment, and protection of our coastal zone and 
marine environment, future generations of American Samoa will benefit and prosper; and
WHEREAS, the Coastweeks theme:  “A Healthy Coast is a Wealthy Coast” is our 
responsibility.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lolo M. Moliga, Governor of American Samoa do hereby proclaim 
the period of September 18-30, 2017 as Coastweeks in American Samoa and urge all citizens 
to take notice of these weeks and participate fittingly.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto affixed my signature and the seal of my office on 
this 9th day of August, 2017.

As Rohingya flee Myanmar, 
leader Suu Kyi skips UN meeting 

Rohingya Muslim girl Afeefa Bebi, who recently crossed over from Myanmar into Bangladesh, 
holds her few-hours-old brother as doctors check her mother Yasmeen Ara at a community hospital 
in Kutupalong refugee camp, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2017. The family crossed into Ban-
gladesh on Sept. 3. Recent violence in Myanmar has driven hundreds of thousands of Rohingya 
Muslims to seek refuge across the border in Bangladesh. But Rohingya have been fleeing persecution 
in Buddhist-majority Myanmar for decades, and many who have made it to safety in other countries 
still face a precarious existence.  (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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