
by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The government’s plans to set up a multi-line 
food processing plant at the Tafuna Industrial 
Park “have come to a close”, after efforts by Phil-
ippines-based AVM Bernardo Engineering failed 
to attract investors, according to the Commerce 
Department.

AVM had proposed to invest $106 million to 
set up the processing plant with the fi rst phase of 
the project being the juice line, and the second 
phase being fi sh-based processing — targeting 
the US market. 

The project broke ground in January 2016 
promising to provide up to 800 jobs once fully 
operational. But there have been setbacks, with 
the company seeking new investors after the ini-
tial one pulled out. 

There have been many public inquiries on 
the status of this project, mainly because it was 
to provide new jobs, and DOC director Keniseli 
Lafaele told Samoa News last October that AVM 
had submitted a request for work permits for 
skilled workers to start the construction phase, 
and thee containers of materials had already 
arrived on island.

Sen. Nuanuaolefeagaiga Saoluaga Nua during 
the Senate session last Thursday questioned the 
status of the project, which was supposed to pro-
vide more jobs, but to date, nothing has come to 
fruition.

Lafaele is expected to be asked about the 
AVM project when he appears today for a Senate 

committee hearing on the shipyard, for which he 
is board chairman.

Yesterday afternoon, DOC released a state-
ment announcing the end of the project lead by 
AVM owner Anthony Bernardo, who was tasked 
with identifying fi nancing to construct the plant 
and a third-party operator to lease and operate the 
plant. 

While Bernardo had identifi ed a lead investor, 
which in part was what led to the ground breaking, 
the investor ultimately decided to instead focus 
on the growth and development of their current 
business operation in the Philippines and U.S.

“After the initial investor opted out, we gave 
Mr. Bernardo the opportunity to seek out other 
partners to support the project,” Lafaele said in 
the DOC news release. 

Efforts included discussions with investors 
and operators in Japan, the Philippines, Singapore 
and California — but unfortunately Bernardo’s 
efforts were not successful, the DOC director 
said, adding that ASG expresses sincere gratitude 
to Bernardo for his efforts over the past 2 years 
and wishes him well in his future endeavors.

He explained that the business model envi-
sioned by AVM is similar to that being used by 
local canneries and future development plans in 
the agribusiness industry. 

According to DOC, American Samoa remains 
the gateway to the U.S. market for the region 
and sourcing raw materials from local sources 
and the region, whether it is fi sh or produce, and 

ASG pulls the plug on planned 
food processing plant
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Newly sworn-in senator for 
Alataua county, Sauitufuga 
Masefau Pita Suiaunoa (left ) 
with his wife, Taumaoe Lafaele 
Suiaunoa, posing for a photo 
in the Senate chamber, yes-
terday, aft er a brief swearing 
in ceremony. See story below 
for details. [photo: FS]

PRISON ESCAPE UPDATE: 
ONE MORE CAPTURED, 
TWO MORE TO GO

Lua galuega a le malo ua 
latalata tatala
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AfteR twO yeARs Of tRyiNG, AVm fAiLeD tO AttRACt iNVestORs 

(Continued on page 7)

ASG Offi  ce of Political Status, Constitutional Review and Federal Relations executive director Tapaau Dr. Daniel Aga (far left ) with students and teachers of Pacifi c 
Horizons School on Tuesday, as part of the offi  ce’s 2018 outreach, which starts with the private schools. See story inside for details. [courtesy photo]

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Sauitufuga Masefau Pita Suiaunoa was sworn in as the senator 
for the Alataua District during a brief ceremony held yesterday at 
the Senate chamber. The Alataua senatorial seat became vacant 
late last year after Sen. Paepae Iosefa Faiai stepped down to 
become a new Associate Judge of the High Court. 

Prior to the swearing in ceremony at the Senate chambers, 
attended by several family members and friends of the new sen-
ator, Senate President Pro Tempore, Nuanuaolefeagaiga Saoluaga 
Nua, convened a special meeting of the Senate to announce the 
results of the election by Alataua county. 

Presented to senators was a Jan. 11, 2018 letter to Senate Presi-
dent Gaoteote Tofau Palaie, regarding the results of the election 
by Alataua, in which Sauitufuga was elected. 

“I am confi dent that the newly elected senator will have a most 
successful and productive term,” Mauga wrote in the letter, which 
includes a Jan. 10, 2018 nomination decision signed by Alataua 
county leaders and executed by its county chief (fa’alupega).

Mauga’s letter, along with the county leaders’ decision and 
other information were presented to a three-member special com-
mittee, appointed by Nuauaolefeagaiga to review Sauitufuga’s 
selection and other pertinent information. Sen. Magalei Logovi’i 
was appointed chairman of the special committee and its members 
were Sens. Tuaolo Manaia Fruean and Fa’amausili Mau Mau Jr. 

After a 10-minute recess the committee returned and announced 
its recommendation to approve Sauitufuga as the new senator. 

He takes up the remaining three years left of Paepae’s term; 
and took his seat when the Senate session convened yesterday. 

According to the Constitution, senators shall be elected in 
accordance with Samoan custom by the councils of the counties 
they are to represent. When a vacancy occurs, the governor shall 
issue writs of election to fi ll such vacancy, and the person elected 
holds offi ce during the remainder of the term of his predecessor.

In accordance to the constitution, the governor had issued a 
writ of election for Alataua when the seat became vacant. 

New senator for Alataua 
County sworn in
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The legal battle between 
Aoe’e Adolfo Montenegro and 
his former employer Bluesky 
Communication and its Spain-
based parent company, Amper 
S.A., is moving towards being 
resolved in High Court — soon, 
according to a brief state-
ment released through Bluesky 
Samoa. 

Samoa News understands 
that the dismissal of the law-
suit has not been filed yet but 
will be filed soon and terms of 
the agreement are reportedly 
confidential. 

In a brief statement released 
through Bluesky Samoa late 
Tuesday afternoon, Amper 
S.A, eLandia International, 
Inc., and AST Telecom, LLC 
dba Bluesky announced they 
have resolved a lawsuit brought 
by Montenegro, the former 
Blueksy president and chief 

executive officer that had been 
pending in High Court, in 
American Samoa. 

Amper’s executive 
chairman, Clemente Fernandez 
Gonzalez said that after “nearly 
a decade of exemplary service, 
we want to thank... Monte-
negro for his work leading to 
the growth of Bluesky across 
the Pacific and culminating 
in this transaction, which will 
see Bluesky reach new heights 
under ATH stewardship.”

(ATH is the Fiji telecom com-
pany Amalgamated Telecom 
Holdings Limited, which pur-
chased two years ago, Amper’s 
telecom business, including the 
Bluesky group, in the South 
Pacific.)

“We are pleased that the 
parties have settled all claims 
to their mutual satisfaction. 
We wish Mr. Montenegro suc-
cess in his future endeavors,” 
the statement quotes Gonzalez, 
but provided no other details 
dealing with the settlement.

Aoe’e’s attorney Barry 
Rose, of the law firm Mooney 
Wieland Smith & Rose PLLC 
(MWS Rose) declined to com-
ment when contacted yesterday. 

The law firm and Rose, just 
last year October, won the right 
to continue to represent Aoe’e, 
after Bluesky Communications 
filed a motion in High Court 
to disqualify them from repre-
senting Aoe’e, in his 25-count 
complaint, citing a conflict of 
interest. (See Samoa News Jan. 
10, 2018 edition for details)

However, a story published 
Dec. 28, 2017 by Spanish 
media, Expansion.com, reveals 
the move to dismiss the lawsuit 
in American Samoa. 

According to an English 
translation (through Google 
translation) of the Spanish lan-
guage story, Amper’s board 
decided to “replace” Jaime 
Espinosa de los Monteros as 
executive president of the com-
pany, a position he held since 
May 2012. Gonzales would 
hold the post until a new execu-
tive president is designated. 

While no reason was given 
as to why Espinosa was being 
replaced, the Spanish publi-
cation notes that the change 

occurred, early last month, and 
shortly after the companies — 
Amento and Auriga —became, 
through capital infusion, 
Amper’s main shareholders.

The story went on to say that 
on the eve of Espinosa being 
replaced, Amper, through its 
subsidiary Bluesky in Samoa, 
and Montenegro, agreed to 
finalize all pending lawsuits in 
American Samoa, which put an 
end to the crossing of demands 
between both parties.

“For the agreement, Amper 
will pay Montenegro $500,000 
dollars (420,000 euros) for the 
completion of its consulting 
contract, in addition to another 
contingent amount of $1.5 mil-
lion dollars (1.26 million euros) 
at the time it [completes] the 
total sale of all assets of the 
Amper Group in the South 
Pacific,” according to the pub-
lication (www.expansion.com)

BACKGROUND
Among the allegations cited 

in the AST Telecom LLC, dba 
Bluesky Communications, law-
suit filed May 18, 2017, is that 
Aoe’e continued to sabotage, 
hamper and disrupt the sale of 
Amper S.A. to Fiji telecom com-
pany Amalgamated Telecom 
Holdings Limited (ATH), while 
he was still CEO of Bluesky.

The lawsuit also accuses 
Aoe’e and his company, ACMA 
Management Company, of 
among other things, diverting 
plaintiff’s business funds for 
the defendants’ personal use 
without consent. (See Samoa 
News May 23, 2017 edition for 
details)

A few days later, Monte-
negro filed a $20 million law-
suit, accusing Espinosa of fraud, 
bad faith, breach of contract, 
and other misconduct. The law-
suit contains 25 legal claims and 
chronicles Espinosa’s alleged 
misconduct in detail. 

Chiefly, the lawsuit recounts 
that Espinosa improperly 
encouraged Montenegro to 
organize a competing Manage-
ment Buyout Offer (MBO) that 
would compete against ATH’s 
preliminary offer. 

(See Samoa News May 24, 
2017 edition for details).

Bluesky Samoa says they have resolved 
Montenegro lawsuit in the High Court

LAwsUit DismissAL hAs NOt BeeN fiLeD yet …

 
  

AMERICAN SAMOA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position Title:           HEALTH AND FITNESS SPECIALIST 
Employment Status: Full Time 12 months (Career Service)
General Description:  
The ACNR Health and Fitness Specialist will work with ACNR Extension professionals to develop and 
deliver a variety of health fitness and program-specific physical fitness activities and promote an active, 
healthy lifestyle in the community. In addition, he/she will oversee the operation of the ASCC-ACNR 
Wellness Exercise Center to orient, assess, instruct, educate, and direct clients and visitors in a path that 
will correctly lead them to a healthier lifestyle. He/she will also be responsible for the Center scheduling, 
purchase requisitions, inventory, data, assessments, inquiries, maintenance, and reporting.

Job Duties and Responsibilities:
• Oversee the operation of the Wellness Center including, but not limited to, open/closing, schedules, 

purchase requisition, inventory, data, client recruitment and retention, assessments, attendance, 
reassessments, data collection, maintenance, and reporting.

• Supervise and oversee the correct use and operation of equipment and apparatus within the Center.
• Develop and deliver program-specific physical activities and actively promote and coordinate approved 

wellness activities and programs to increase adoption of healthy, active lifestyles in the community. Lead 
various exercise session requests for tours and outreach programs.

• Prepare and submit an updated plan of work and schedule and all biweekly, monthly, and annual reports 
for the Center.

• Enforce and document compliance on the part of the exercise facility and program as well as its clients to 
all legal and pre-exercise waivers and questionnaires and other health and safety requirements.

• Work with clients to assess physical health needs to ensure safe and effective exercise regime and 
conduct regular assessments to monitor progress and prescribe appropriate exercise programming.

• Develop a Wellness Program that can incorporate ASCC-ACNR as a team and that will implement 
interventions.

• Perform other relevant duties as assigned by supervisor or Director of ACNR.

Minimum Requirements:
• Bachelor degree in Health, Fitness, or related field.
• At least one year of experience in community-based promotion of active, healthy living; leading group 

exercise sessions; fitness assessments; and providing professional service to individuals to meet their 
health and fitness needs.

• Shows competence to properly operate and maintain fitness equipment.
• ACSM (American College of Sports Medicine), NASM (National Academy of Sports Medicine), NSCA 

(National Strength and Conditioning Academy) AFAA (Aerobics Fitness Association of America), or any 
NCCA- National Commission Certifying Agency recognized certification. Current CPR/AED and First Aid.

Salary:  Salary to be commensurate with experience, qualification, and credentials.

Application Deadline:  January 26, 2018 no later than 4:00pm.
Applications are available from American Samoa Community College, Human Resources Office at
699-9155 Ext. 403/335/436 or by emailing Silaulelei Saofaigaalii at s.saofaigaalii@amsamoa.edu or
ascchumanresources@amsamoa.edu.

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

Department of Agriculture Community and Natural Resources (ACNR)

U.S. actor Will Ferrell holds up a toy wombat during a press 
conference at the Australian Open tennis championships in Mel-
bourne, Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018. 

 (Fiona Hamilton/Tennis Australia via AP)

CHICAGO (AP) — The 
public will not get to see cer-
tain documents and testimony 
obtained in an Illinois lawsuit 
related to the hush-money deal 
involving former U.S. House 
Speaker Dennis Hastert.

Kendall County Circuit 
Judge Robert Pilmer agreed to a 
protective order on Wednesday, 
a day before a hearing was 
scheduled on the matter.

The order, which had the 
backing of Hastert’s law-
yers and the plaintiff, pertains 
mostly to medical, financial, 
employment or other “litigation 

material.”
Kristi Browne, attorney for 

the plaintiff, said such arrange-
ments are not unusual, espe-
cially when the plaintiff is a 
sexual abuse victim and the dis-
covery documents include sen-
sitive information.

The plaintiff is seeking $1.8 
million he claims Hastert owes 
him in a $3.5 million hush-
money deal to keep sexual 
abuse allegations secret. Dis-
covery of the deal led to Hastert 
serving a prison term for vio-
lating bank laws.

Judge keeping some documents 
secret in Hastert lawsuit 
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Samoa News Correspondent

Dengue is not going away 
“it’s here to stay,” declared 
Dr. Iotamo Saleapaga, medical 
director at LBJ Medical Center 
during testimony before a 
Senate Committee of the Whole 
hearing on Tuesday. 

Health issues covered during 
the hearing included mosquito-
borne diseases - Dengue and 
Zika - with concerns raised in 
the Senate last week over the 
deaths reported in Samoa due 
to dengue. Senators wanted to 
know what preventive mea-
sures are in place for American 
Samoa. 

Saleapaga said that in the 
past, dengue would be around 
for 6-months to at least a year, 
but this time, it has lingered 
going on two years and this is 
the fi rst time the outbreak has 
lasted this long.

And while there are no anti-
biotics for dengue, Saleapaga 
said there are treatments — 
based on recommendations and 
guidelines from World Health 
Organization and Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
— that both LBJ and the Health 
Department have in place to 
help those affected with dengue. 

He added that the LBJ med-
ical team is well prepared and 
ready to assist any member of 
the community who shows up 
for medical help.

DOH epidemiologist Magele 
Scott Anesi told Samoa News 

yesterday that between Nov. 
1, 2016 and Jan. 8, 2018, there 
were 1,940 symptomatic cases 
for dengue, and the total con-
fi rmed cases are 489. He said 
the most affected districts are 
Sua, Maoputasi and Ituau. For 
Zika, there were 101 confi rmed 
cases between Nov. 1, 2016 and 
Jan. 8, 2018. 

(Samoa News notes that 
specimens from the territory 
are sent to a lab in Hawai’i for 
confi rmation testing.)

Responding to a com-
mittee question, Health director 
Motusa Tuileama Nua said 
there are local pregnant women 
infected with Zika and their 
babies — or children — are 
on the DoH and LBJ registry 
so they can be monitored. He 
said there are 200 children on 
the registry and there is federal 
funding assisting DoH with its 
work with the pregnant women 
and their infected children, as 
well as for prevention. 

According to the CDC, Zika 
can cause birth defects when it is 
passed from a pregnant woman 
to her fetus. Microcephaly is a 
birth defect that causes babies to 
be born with small heads. It is a 
sign of incomplete brain devel-
opment. Zika can also be trans-
mitted through sex, so the use of 
condoms is encouraged.

Regarding the deaths in 
Samoa due to dengue, both Sale-
apaga and Motusa confi rmed 
that there are “no deaths” due 
to dengue in American Samoa. 

The pair told senators that the 
community is well-aware, fol-
lowing several months of public 
awareness, of cleaning up of 
their surroundings and to pro-
tect themselves from mosquitos. 

DoH’s longstanding 3D 
outreach campaign is the 
“Drain, DEET, Dress” discus-
sion. Dengue fever is a disease 
caused by a family of viruses 
transmitted by mosquitoes. 
Symptoms include severe joint 
and muscle pain, swollen lymph 
nodes, headache, fever, exhaus-
tion, and rash.

Motusa informed senators 
that the presence of dengue 
locally is going on two years 
and American Samoa continues 
to work diligently to bring down 
the spread of dengue and Zika 
all at one time. He said DoH 
continues to collaborate with 
the Offi ce of Samoan Affairs, 
LBJ, and the CDC on these 
efforts. 

He added that public aware-
ness regarding Dengue and Zika 
viruses, as far as cleaning up the 
environment, is progressing in 
getting the message out to the 
community and he believes a 
very high percentage of people 
in the community have a full 
understanding on ways to pre-
vent them from becoming 
infected with Zika and Dengue.

Additionally, people affected 
by these viruses are more aware 
now about seeking medical help 
when they suspect they have 
Dengue or Zika. 

AUTO NATION
NU’UULI:  (684) 699-7168 • FAX:  (684) 699-7175

Engine Oil

starting at $89

Car Tires
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Battery
starting at $109

Bluetooth Headphone
$9.99
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Axess Speaker $49.99

W
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We’re now selling Tools,  
Room AC and Tires in a very low price. 

 Please come and Join us. 

Business Hours:  
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm

Saturday 8:00am - 1:00pm

starting at 
$4.00

or call us toll-free at: 1-844-944-9544

Attend our FREE, 2-day Pre-Application training at the Tradewinds 
Hotel in Pago Pago, presented by the U.S. Administration for Native 
Americans (ANA). Grants available up to $2 million each.

Could your community-based project 
use some grant money?

Does your organization primarily 
serve American Samoans?

To register for the Jan. 24-25 training, visit: 

www.anapacificbasin.org

Dengue is not going away 
“it’s here to stay,” declares 

the LBJ medical director

FOR LEASE
2,400 SF Warehouse space (new)

6,900 SF Retail/Warehouse space
21’ High ceilings with 

10’ wide awnings in the front
May be leased separately or together
Secure gated lot, large parking area

Conveniently located across 
from Procurement

For information call 252-1735 or 258-4471

CANBERRA, Australia 
(AP) — Seismic activity 
beneath a Papua New Guinea 
volcano could mean that a 
major eruption was imminent, a 
volcanologist said on Thursday.

Thousands of people have 
been evacuated from islands 
surrounding Kadovar Island 
off the South Pacifi c nation’s 
north coast since a volcano 
there began erupting on Jan. 
5, spouting ash. Flights nearby 
have been canceled due to the 
risk posed by ash plumes and 
ships were warned to stay away 
from the island.

Steve Saunders, principal 
geodetic surveyor at the Rabaul 
Volcano Observatory in Papua 
New Guinea, said seismic 
activity had recently increased 
beneath the volcano.

“The reason we’re getting 
activity is probably because 
new magma is moving up from 
deeper down,” Saunders told 
Australian Broadcasting Corp.

Prime Minister Peter O’Neill 
has said relevant state resources 
were being made available to 
support evacuations and he 
warned northern coastal com-
munities to be alert for possible 
tsunamis. Kadovar is offshore 
to the north of New Guinea, 
the larger island that includes 
Papua New Guinea’s capital, 
Port Moresby.

Aikari Muri, the Interna-
tional Red Cross’ disaster risk 
management logistics offi cer 
for Papua New Guinea, said 
the military had used two boats 
to completely evacuate the 
600 Kadovar residents to the 
mainland.

He could not say whether 
the evacuations of nearby 
islands had been completed by 
Thursday.

Papua New Guinea sits on 
the “Ring of Fire,” a line of 
seismic faults encircling the 
Pacifi c that has frequent earth-
quakes and volcanic eruptions.

Expert says major eruption in 
Papua New Guinea could be soon 
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As of yesterday afternoon, 
Police Commissioner Le’i 
Sonny Thompson confirmed 
that a second escaped prisoner 
has been recaptured. 

Four inmates escaped from 
the Territorial Correctional 
Facility on Sunday evening and 
by Monday afternoon one of 
the inmates — Naea Timata — 
was recaptured, while the other 
three — Joseph Iakopo,  Ryan 

Pite and Joe Togitogi — were 
still at large. 

Le’i told Samoa News yes-
terday afternoon that Iakopo 
has been recaptured, while Pite 
and Togitogi are still at large. 

“We are still looking for 
them,” he said, adding that the 
case is still under investigation. 

If anyone in the commu-
nity has any information that 
can lead to the capture of these 
inmates, please contact 633-
1111 or 699-9944. Public sup-

port and assistance is greatly 
appreciated.

Meanwhile, Samoa News 
observed around 5a.m. yes-
terday a police road-check in 
front of the Lumana’i Building 
where all vehicles were stopped, 
including aiga buses, where a 
police officer with a flashlight 
was seen boarding the bus for a 
quick check. 

An officer on the scene said 
they were checking for the 
escaped prisoners.
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PRISON ESCAPE UPDATE: ONE MORE 
CAPTURED, TWO MORE TO GO

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— When a 17-year-old girl 
jumped out a window from the 
house where her parents alleg-
edly starved and tortured their 
13 children, she broke a silence 
that had likely lasted years.

It’s not clear why the teen-
ager waited so long to act, but 
psychiatrists say such behavior 
is not uncommon even in cases 
of extreme deprivation.

Most people would recog-
nize milder forms of the same 
inaction that is a coping mech-
anism, whether it’s failing to 
speak out against off-color 
jokes, enduring sexual harass-
ment or staying in an awful 
marriage, said Dr. Bruce Perry.

“This happens all the time. 
The number of individuals who 
would immediately respond to 
an opportunity where they could 
get away is very small compared 
to the number of people who 
would have that paralysis and 
insecurity and confusion about 
what to do,” said Perry, a psy-
chiatrist who is a senior fellow 
at the ChildTrauma Academy in 
Houston.

The vulnerable girl might 
have been shamed, beaten or 
threatened with violence and 
only after many missed oppor-
tunities did she probably work 
up the courage to act, Perry said.

“It’s pretty remarkable that 
she’d do that,” he said. “The 
power that must have been 
exerted to keep an entire family 
like that for so long must have 
been pretty sophisticated.”

David Turpin, 56, and his 
wife, Louise Turpin, 49, were 
arrested Sunday after authori-
ties found the malnourished 
children in their home in sub-
urban Perris, 60 miles south-
east of Los Angeles. They were 
jailed on $9 million bail each 
and are expected to appear 
Thursday in Riverside County 
Superior Court on charges that 
could include torture and child 
endangerment, authorities said.

Investigators at the home 
Wednesday removed dozens of 
boxes, what appeared to be two 
safes and pieces of a bed frame.

Some siblings were shackled 
to furniture in the foul-smelling 
four-bedroom home that looked 
perfectly normal from the 
outside.

The couples’ children — 
ages 2 to 29 — were so ema-
ciated the older ones still 
looked like children. Authori-
ties thought the 17-year-old 
daughter who called 911 was 
only 10 when they found her.

Until the girl fled with pho-
tographic evidence, it appears 
no one, neither neighbors nor 
public officials, knew anything 
about what was happening 
inside.

The Turpins have lived in 
two Riverside County com-
munities since moving to Cali-
fornia in 2011, and police said 
they were never called to either 
home, nor were any reports 

fielded by child protective 
services.

In Hill County, Texas, where 
they lived previously, the sher-
iff’s office received a call from 
a neighbor complaining that a 
pig belonging to the Turpins 
escaped from a pen and ate 55 
pounds of his dog food.

In another report, David 
Turpin said that the family’s 
dog had bitten their 4-year-old 
daughter on the face. He told 
police he took the girl to a hos-
pital for stitches and the dog to 
a veterinarian to be put down, 
according to records obtained 
by The Associated Press.

It’s not clear what motivated 
the Turpins to live a secluded 
life with their large brood or 
what went on in the house. Par-
ents convicted in similar cases 
exerted control over their chil-
dren though intimidation, psy-
chological and physical coer-
cion, and frequently possessed 
their own belief system.

“They develop a kind of 
cultish doomsday type of reli-
gion where the father becomes 
this mythical leader and the 
mother and children’s duty is 
to serve the father,” attorney 
Ambrosio Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez was a longtime 
Riverside County prosecutor 
who sent Jessica Banks, a pastor 
and mother, to prison for life for 
beating, starving and drugging 
her five adopted daughters, who 
were kept locked in her garage.

The Turpin children 
appeared to be cut off from 
the outside world, despite 
taking trips to Disneyland and 
Las Vegas, where the parents 
renewed wedding vows in a ser-
vice presided over by an Elvis 
impersonator.

“They weren’t allowed 
to watch TV. They weren’t 
allowed to have friends over 
— the normal things that kids 
do,” the children’s aunt, Teresa 
Robinette, told NBC’s “Today” 
show.

Individuals held under such 
conditions often become so 
physically and emotionally 
weak “that they are unable to 
free themselves, even if an 
opportunity arises,” said Dr. 
Allen Keller, who runs the 
Bellevue-NYU Center for Sur-
vivors of Torture in New York. 
“The abuser has basically taken 
complete control of them. It is 
a state of severe helplessness.”

Many victims of abuse suffer 
from severe depression, anx-
iety, nightmares and are easily 
startled in public.

The children were educated 
in the home. No state agency 
regulates or oversees private 
schools in California, but they 
are subject to an annual inspec-
tion by the state or local fire 
marshal.

The city could find no records 
of fire inspections, Perris Assis-
tant City Clerk Judy Haughney 
said in response to a public 

13 siblings held captive 
were likely coerced to 

remain quiet 

(Continued on page 10)

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump’s 
views on immigration and 
building a wall along the 
Mexico border have evolved 
since his presidential campaign, 
the White House chief of staff 
said Wednesday.

Those changes are giving 
some people hope that a com-
promise with Congress on the 
thorny issue is possible. But 
they are perplexing others — 
even as the clock ticks down to 
a showdown.

John Kelly made the com-
ments Wednesday at a closed-

door meeting with members 
of the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus, participants say, and 
made similar remarks later on 
Fox News Channel. They came 
amid a shaky effort to craft an 
accord protecting hundreds of 
thousands of young immigrants 
from deportation — a push the 
White House and Republicans 
say they would back if it’s cou-
pled with tough border security 
measures and other restrictions.

Kelly said on Fox that he 
told the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus that “they all say things 
during the course of campaigns 

that may or may not be fully 
informed.”

He said Trump has “very 
definitely changed his attitude” 
toward protecting the young 
immigrants, “and even the wall, 
once we briefed him.”

“So he has evolved in the 
way he’s looked at things,” 
Kelly said. “Campaign to gov-
erning are two different things 
and this president has been 
very, very flexible in terms of 
what is within the realms of the 
possible.”

Kelly’s comments were 
noteworthy because they openly 
acknowledged the difference 
between campaign promises 
and governing, and even sug-
gested that Trump needed to 
be educated on the subject. 
They also come as lawmakers 
struggle to reach a bipartisan 
deal protecting “Dreamers” — 
around 800,000 people who 
arrived in the U.S. illegally as 
children and could be deported 
without legal protections. Part 
of negotiators’ problem has 
been uncertainty over what 
Trump would accept.

“He’s not yet indicated 
what measure he’s willing to 
sign,” Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., told 
reporters Wednesday. “As soon 
as we figure out what he is for, 
then I will be convinced that we 
would not just be spinning our 

White House official: Trump 
immigration views have evolved 

(Continued on page 7)

White House chief of staff John Kelly appears on Special Report 
with Bret Baier on Fox News in Washington, Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
2018. Kelly says Trump has evolved on many issues since the cam-
paign. Kelly says in an interview with Baier that “there’s been an 
evolutionary process that this president’s gone through” on issues 
ranging from Afghanistan to his promised Southern border wall. 

 (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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VACANCY
American Samoa’s leading resort is seeking an honest, trustworthy and suitably 
qualified individual for the position of STAFF ACCOUNTANT.
Requirements:

• College/University graduate with a strong background in Accounting, 
• 5 or more years equivalent experience.
• Have a sound knowledge of Accounting functions and principles.
• Computer literate and familiar with Financial Management Systems.
• Have experience in Accounts Payables/Receivables and Payroll.
• Able to work under minimal supervision.
• Must display a willingness to learn and work within a team environment.
• Must have excellent communication skills.

Application forms are to be picked up from the Front Desk at Tradewinds Hotel and to be 
submitted no later than January 31, 2018 with a resume, copies of certificates and at least 
three (3) references.  All applications are to be submitted to:

Tradewinds Hotel 
P O Box 999 
Pago Pago AS 96799 
(Phone: 684-699-1000, Ext 716)

Job Title: CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER (CFO)
Department: Finance
Salary Range:   $ 70,000.00 - $ 85,000.00  
Employment Status:  Contract Specialist  
Summary:
The American Samoa Medical Center Authority ASMCA is currently seeking a Chief Financial Officer 
(CFO) to join our management team responsible for the implementation of the American Samoa Medical 
Center Authority’s healthcare improvement plans. The chosen candidate will be responsible for taking on a 
leadership role in financial decision-making that affects our healthcare institution, and will provide strategic 
financial input to senior management. While keenly overseeing the overall accounting process, the successful 
CFO will play a key role in developing and implementing financial procedures to improve and maintain the 
financial health of the LBJ Tropical Medical Center. 
Essential Duties and Responsibilities:

• Execute the financial strategy of the American Samoa Medical Center Authority aim to advance and 
improve the quality of its healthcare delivery system

• Manage financial controls and accounting procedures to ensure that all financial transactions are fully 
captured and properly reflected in all of American Samoa Medical Center’s financials

• Ensure full transparency over the financial performance of the American Samoa Medical Center 
Authority (LBJ Tropical Medical Center).

• Provide advice on how to increase revenue and reduce costs to the CEO and subsequently to the Board 
of Directors

• Propose action plans to ensure that annual financial objectives are attained
• Support the CEO with the preparation of monthly, annual financial plans, and the annual budget plan.
• Prepare monthly, quarterly, and annual financial reports for the review of the CEO and the Board of 

Directors
• Maintain speed and accuracy of billings and client payments
• Maintain the level of Accounts Payable complaint with industry standards to maintain the financial 

integrity of the American Samoa Medical Center Authority
• Ensure prompt and full collection of all Accounts Receivable setting the AR accumulation threshold to 

less than 30 days
• Prepare and submit Medicare Cost Annually in a timely manner 

Minimum Qualifications/Requirements
• Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, Finance or related filed (MBA preferred)
• Professional accounting designation (CA, CMA, or CPA)
• 10+ years’ experience in a senior financial managerial position with at least five (5)years in hospital or 

healthcare financial management
• Advanced computer skills, including proficiency in MS Office and Microsoft Dynamics CL financial 

reporting software
• Exceptional communication skills
• Results-oriented, strategic thinker and planner

Compensation Range:
• The assigned range for the Chief Financial Officer Position is $ 70,000.00 - $85,000.00 and the final 

salary will be determined based on qualifications and years of practical experience.
Duration for Application Solicitation: 
The Deadline for filing applications will be January 31, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. All applications are to be submitted 
to the Chief Executive Officer to undergo the standard vetting process with applications meeting the standard 
requirements transmitted to the Board for Directors for its review and decision.

LBJ TROPICAL MEDICAL CENTER
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Congresswoman Amata speaking during a recent Committee 
hearing. [courtesy photo]

Washington, D.C. — 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018 
— Congresswoman Aumua 
Amata co-sponsored and high-
lighted a bill unanimously 
passed by the Natural Resources 
Committee to expand and 
improve the 21st Century 
Conservation Service Corps 
(21CSC) program. 

The bill creates more oppor-
tunities for veterans, strengthens 
national parks, encourages out-
door activities, and offers inter-
esting career pathway experi-
ences for youth.

“I’m pleased to welcome 
this initiative to keep our 
national parks a special priority, 
including our beautiful moun-
tain and shore park areas in 
American Samoa,” said Aumua 
Amata. “This expanded 21st 
Century Conservation Service 
Corps program creates more 
opportunities for our veterans 
and youth to build on their 
career plans, while promoting 
the best preservation efforts 
for our park lands and reducing 
their maintenance costs.”

The program places veterans 
and youth in national service 
projects and positions that are 
focused on enhancing, con-
serving and restoring a variety 
of nature and outdoor settings.

Specifically, the bill renames 
the Public Lands Corps as 
the 21st Century Conserva-
tion Service Corps, prioritizes 
an expansion of participating 
veterans of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, increases federal agen-
cies’ ability to partner with 
the program, and establishes 
data points to ensure the pro-
gram’s effectiveness in building 
career pathways for youth and 
veterans.

“I want to thank Congress-
woman Martha McSally of 
Arizona for her leadership on 
this innovative bill, along with 
my colleagues of both parties 
that support this effort,” con-
tinued Congresswoman Amata. 
“These positions can be great 
starting points, valuable experi-
ences and career pathways for 
youth and veterans finding their 
second careers.”

Amata co-sponsors Bipar-
tisan 21st Century Conser-
vation Service Corps Bill

TOKYO (AP) — Austra-
lian Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull has visited a Japanese 
military training camp outside 
Tokyo at the start of a one-day 
visit to Japan.

Turnbull and Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe viewed 
a PAC-3 missile interceptor 
Thursday at a Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force camp in 
Funabashi city. The two leaders 
also got inside a Bushmaster 
armored vehicle, which was 
developed in Australia and 

adopted by Japan’s military in 
2014.

Japan and Australia have 
been deepening their defense 
cooperation as tensions rise 
over North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile development and Chi-
na’s expansion in the Pacific.

Turnbull is scheduled to 
speak with business leaders 
and have a meeting and dinner 
with Abe before leaving Japan. 
Turnbull said earlier that trade 
and economic development will 
top the agenda for his trip.

Australia PM Turnbull in Japan 
for economic, security talks 
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-2461-18

Issuance Date: January 9, 2018 Closing Date:  January 19, 2018
 No later than 2:00p.m. (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are being solicited to provide Cargo Delivery Vans for the Department Education- 

School Lunch Program.
2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 10:00a.m. (local time), Friday, January 19, 2018 at 
which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. BID DOCUMENTS
  Bid documents, including Specifications, may be examined at the Office of Procurement or 

obtained there from free of charge during normal hours of operation.
4. CONDITIONS
The American Samoa Government reserves the right to:

• not accept the lowest or any bid.
• reject all bids and reissue and amended IFB.
• request additional information from any bidder submitting a bid.
• waive any informalities in bidding as may be in the best interest of the American Samoa 

Government.

Work is underway for the “Route 1 - Atu’u to Laulii Road 
Embankment and Shoreline Protection Project” and employees 
from local company Happy Trucking are busy trying to get every-
thing squared away in time for the anticipated one-year projected 
completion date.

The work involves heavy machinery and large boulders so 
motorists in the area are advised to drive with caution and be 
patient if traffic is stalled at certain times.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHwA) is funding the 
project with the Department of Public Works (DPW) providing 
project management.

A Public Works official told Samoa News yesterday that the job 
will extend from the east end of the Atu’u canneries to the penin-
sula in Leloaloa, and continuing on the other side where it will 
connect with the existing seawall, heading towards Lepua.

When it’s all said and done, the end product will be similar to 
the rock revampment in Aua village. 

The project comes with a price tag of $1,072,685.20.
  [photo: Blue Chen-Fruean]

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) 
— Authorities lost track of a 
small plane with six people on 
board Wednesday as it trav-
eled between two islands in the 
Bahamas and searchers later 
found a debris field, suggesting 
the aircraft may have crashed 
into the ocean, officials said.

The twin-engine Piper Aztec 
was en route from Andros to 
New Providence in the morning 
when it turned back and then 
disappeared from the radar of 
air traffic controllers in Nassau, 
said Delvin Major, chief investi-
gator for the Bahamas Air Acci-
dent Investigation Department.

The U.S. Coast Guard said 

later that a helicopter crew 
found a debris field about 5 
miles east of Andros Island, and 
the Royal Bahamas Defense 
Force was heading to the area to 
investigate.

The six-seat plane was reg-
istered to a local airline and the 
pilot was Bahamian. There was 
no information about the others 
on board.

There was fog and low vis-
ibility around New Providence 
at the time that air traffic con-
trol first registered the plane on 
radar, but it was not known why 
the plane apparently turned back 
toward Andros, Major said.

Small plane with 6 on 
board vanishes from 

radar in Bahamas



wheels going to this issue on the 
fl oor.”

Some lawmakers who met 
with Kelly Wednesday recalled 
his remarks differently.

“He specifi cally said that 
there’s some areas of the border 
that didn’t needs the wall, and 
that the president didn’t know 
that when he was making his 
campaign promises,” Rep. 
Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., said in 
a brief interview.

Another lawmaker, Rep. 
Luis, Gutierrez, D-Ill., said 
Kelly told them that “there were 
statements made about the wall 
that were not informed state-
ments. In other words, I’ve 
informed the president of what 
it takes to build a wall, so here’s 
how we’re going to do it. That’s 
what I understood, and all of 
that was helpful.”

Many Democrats have said 
that without an immigration 
deal in sight, they’ll vote against 
a Republican bill preventing 
a weekend government shut-
down. Congressional passage 
must come by Friday to prevent 
an election-year shuttering of 
federal agencies that could be 
damaging to both parties.

During his presidential cam-
paign, Trump made it a mantra 
to promise to build a “beautiful” 
wall that would be paid for by 
Mexico.Since then, White 
House offi cials have repeatedly 
said it doesn’t have to be a con-
crete wall from coast to coast 
but could include large stretches 
of fencing, technology or other 
systems. Trump also now wants 
Congress to provide taxpayer 
money to fi nance it.

One White House offi cial 
said Wednesday that Kelly’s 
suggestion that Trump’s posi-

tions had evolved was inartful, 
and maintained Trump is still 
committed to his immigration 
priorities.Trump ended the legal 
shields on “Dreamers” last year 
and gave Congress until March 
to renew them.

Last week, he rejected a com-
promise by three Democratic 
and three Republican senators to 
restore those protections, a deal 
that included money to begin 
building the wall and other 
security steps. Trump’s rejec-
tion angered the bargainers, and 
partisan feelings worsened after 
participants in a White House 
meeting last week said Trump 
had referred to African nations 
as “shitholes.”

Another group of high-level 
lawmakers has also started talks 
aimed at brokering an immigra-
tion deal, adding an additional 
level of uncertainty.

Kelly said on Fox that 
“there’s no doubt in my mind 
there’s going to be a deal” pro-
tecting the Dreamers.

Meanwhile, Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., said there’s “very, very 
strong” sentiment among Dem-
ocrats in the chamber to oppose 
GOP-drafted legislation to keep 
the government’s doors open.

His comments underscored 
the problems GOP leaders face 
in winning congressional pas-
sage of that legislation. The bill 
would keep agencies open until 
mid-February and fi nance a 
popular children’s health insur-
ance program for a year.

Democrats’ votes are needed 
to advance the stopgap measure 
through the Senate. It’s even 
unclear whether GOP leaders 
have nailed down enough 
votes to prevail in the House, 

where conservatives and strong 
boosters of the Pentagon have 
been unhappy.
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processing or adding value to 
the raw material in American 
Samoa makes the goods eligible 
for export into the U.S. market 
tax-free. 

“We remain optimistic about 
this competitive advantage we 
have as a U.S. territory. We are 
further encouraged by some 
of the decisions coming out of 
DC with the new administra-
tion, specifi cally as it relates to 
trade,” Lafaele said. 

“While we still have chal-
lenges to deal with like the 
minimum wage, access to the 
U.S. market tax-free remains 
a tremendous opportunity for 
the right entrepreneurs and 
project.” he said. 

The government is moving 
forward with evaluating poten-
tial candidates for the previ-
ously assigned AVM lot at the 
Tafuna Industrial Park, Lafaele 
said, adding that “job creation 
and the production of goods 
remain a priority in our deci-
sion-making process.” 

During a news conference 
last November, Gov. Lolo Mat-
alasi Moliga revealed that he 
had informed Lafaele that after 
2017, if nothing had material-
ized on the AVM project, then 

“we might as well forget it.” 
He said the “bottom line” 

is that investors, who want to 
invest in American Samoa, 
“want a good return on their 
investment”.

“You cannot invest money 
here, with [only] very little or 
no return at all,” he said, adding 
that it’s very diffi cult to con-
vince investors to invest their 
money in American Samoa. 

Lafaele told senators early 
this year that it’s “very diffi cult 
to attract investors to invest in 
American Samoa, due to — 
among other things — transpor-
tation, and international trade 
agreements between the US and 
other countries.” 

BACKGROUND
Samoa News should point 

out that AVM was prominently 
mentioned in the American 
Samoa Economic Development 
Authority (ASEDA) Response 
to Investor Questions for FY 
2016 Fourth Quarter, December 
7, 2016 document. 

Asked by investors: “Has 
there been any material change 
in the leading employers (pri-
vate and public) in the Territory 
over the past year?” ASEDA 
notes not only the multi-food 

processing plant being spear-
headed by AVM, but also that 
AVM was also “currently 
holding talks with Tri Marine 
on the possibility of continuing 
STP and co-operating it.” 
To date, neither has come to 
fruition.

ASEDA also lists AVM 
under the Private Sector Invest-
ment category. 

Of note, under the PSI cat-
egory, of the 5 projects listed as 
‘planned private sector invest-
ment’, only revamping the Ship-
yard is happening right now.

AVM is no longer on the 
table, and the new Rainmaker 
Hotel and the Tramway are 
still a pipe dream. For the tech-
nology based industry project 
— ASEDA notes that Hawaiki 
cable is still being touted for 
2018 arrival, and Tui Cable 
out of Samoa is still trying to 
resolve connectivity issues of 
its own, which means it is not 
available in American Samoa 
to date.  Puzzling though — the 
Shipyard revamp is not funded 
with private sector investment 
money, it is with federal funds 
— CIP funding to be exact, 
which is used for infrastructure 
projects. 

AMERIKA SAMOA HUMANITIES COUNCIL 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

The Amerika Samoa Humanities Council is opening its Grant Program for the public non-
profit organizations and public institutions in the Territory to submit program proposals. 
Applicants must employ important and thoughtful approaches to disseminate knowledge 
and information to our communities from those aspects of the social sciences that can 
apply to everyday lives.  Program themes should focus on goals that would support the 
ASHC program theme of “Re-Imagining the American Samoa Dream”.
Two Deadlines are scheduled for this year: 
	 •	 February	2,	2018
	 •	 August	31,	2018		
For more information please contact our Office at 633-4870 or 258-2384. 

FAASILASILAGA  FAALAUA’ITELE
Ua tatala avanoa o Polokalama Faatupe a le Amerika Samoa Humanities Council 
mo sosaiete faitele ma faalapotopotoga mo tagata uma e faaulu atu ai talosaga mo 
polokalama o lenei tausaga. E ao ina fa’aaoga auala poo faiga e matuã lelei ma atoatoa e 
a’oa’o ai ma faasoa atu le poto ma faamatalaga aoga i tagata nuu, e faatatau i mataupu e 
sailiilia le soifua lautele i aso faisoo.  O sini ma autu o polokalama e faaulu mai e tatau ona 
tulimata’i le autu ua faataoto mai e le Komiti Faafoe ua faapea: “Toe Afua Se Taeao o le 
Li’a a Amerika Samoa”.   
E lua aso faatulagaina e faamuta ai le talia o pepa talsosaga mo lenei tausaga 
faalegaluega:
	 •	 Fepuari	2,	2018
	 •	 Aukuso	31,	2018
Mo nisi faamatalaga faafesoota’i mai le Ofisa:  633-4870, 254-2384

This ad is paid for by the Amerika Samoa Humanities Council, the local affiliate of the  
National Endowment for the Humanities. 

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

ASG Offi ce of Political 
Status, Constitutional Review 
and Federal Relations execu-
tive director Tapaau Dr. Daniel 
Aga as part of the offi ce’s 2018 
outreach, started with private 
schools — Pacifi c Horizons 
School was on Tuesday.

Issues covered by Tapaau 
during his meeting with students 
included the geo-political inter-
ests leading to the partition of 
the Samoan Islands, American 
Samoa’s unincorporated status, 
the stereotypes of Samoans in 
western visual literature, con-
sidering empathetic reciprocity, 
and the journey to understand 
the confl icts between Western 
and Samoan values.

“The teachers were very 

supportive and the student 
questions refl ected critical 
thinking,” Tapaau said yes-
terday. He expressed his grati-
tude to teachers: Terry, Kendra, 
Chris, and Mr. Shannon. 

The next private school 
on the agenda this week is 
Manumalo Academy. 

Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
has encouraged Tapaau to con-
tinue these public awareness 
programs to reach all sectors 
of the community, including 
private schools. There are also 
plans to hold outreach for vil-
lages later this year. 

Those interested in hosting 
a presentation by Dr. Aga and 
his staff can contact 633-3650, 
770-6039 or <drdanaga@
gmail.com> Online: www.faa-
vaeoamerikasamoa.com 

Constitutional 
Review offi ce begins 

its 2018 outreach 
with private schools

➧ ASG…
Continued from page 1

➧ White House…
Continued from page 4

FAIRNESS
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599



compiled by Samoa News staff
‘thiNK Of A GARDeN’ tO 
Be stAGeD iN A GARDeN 

— iN NZ
The fi rst time Stacey Leilua 

saw the play “Think of a 
Garden”, or any theatre for that 
matter, she was 11-years-old.

She was in the audience of 
the 1993 New Zealand pre-
miere of the John Kneubuhl 
play, about Samoa’s struggle 
for independence in the 1920s, 
and it left an impression on her.

In that same theatre was an 
usher, Anapela Polata’ivao, 
who was equally moved. 
Two decades later, she’s now 
directing Leilua as Lu’isa in 
an Auckland production of the 
play.

Staged in the garden 
of Nathan Homestead in 
Manurewa, the show is the fi rst 
of an annual series of outdoor 
summer shows at the historic 
venue.

For Polata’ivao and Leilua 
it’s an opportunity to provide 
audiences with a better under-
standing of Samoa’s history.

“As makers of theatre we’re 
speaking these truths on society 
in order to start to heal and open 
up conversations,” Polata’ivao 
says.

“In terms of being a creative 
person and making art, at some 
point in that journey you really 
touch into your community and 
where you come from,” Leilua 
says.

Set in American Samoa in 
1929, Think of a Garden tells a 
story of a family living during 
the colonial era of the non-vio-
lent Mau movement.

Produced in association with 
Tautua Academy of Performing 
Arts and Nathan Homestead, 
the play was the fi rst thing 
Polata’ivao thought of when she 
saw the homestead’s garden.

After years of putting on 
shows in the city, she’s glad to 
be bringing more theatre — par-
ticularly outdoor productions 
— to south Auckland.

“I want to shift people’s 
minds and get some quality the-
atre at a reasonable, affordable 
price.”

Leilua is most looking for-
ward to seeing people enjoy 
theatre for the fi rst time.

Think of a Garden runs from 
January 26 to 28.

(Source: Stuff New Zealand)
ANOtheR PRisONeR 

esCAPes fROm 
sAmOA’s PRisON

Another prisoner has escaped 
from the Samoa’s national 
prison facility at Tafa’igata.

38-year-old Lagalaga Misi-
luki reportedly walked out of 
prison just after midday yes-
terday. Police said they were 
assisting prison authorities in 
locating the prisoner.

They also warned that he 
is considered dangerous and 
should not be approached.

A prison source said Misiluki 
is a long-term inmate who has 
escaped a few times in the past, 
sometimes returning by himself 
in a state of intoxication.

He is serving time for 
breaking and entering as well as 
escaping from custody.

Meanwhile, Samoa authori-
ties are still seeking another 
escaped prisoner — Uili 
Manuleleua — the last of the 
four prisoners who escaped 
Tafa’igata before Christmas.

(Source: RNZI)
Pm sCOffs At CALL fOR 

CONsULtAtiON with 
meDiA 

There was “no need for con-
sultations” with the media prior 
to the passage of the Criminal 
Libel Act.  

So says Prime Minister Tui-
laepa Sa’ilele Malielegaoi when 
he was asked for a comment on 
why there was no consultation 
before the passage of the Act.  

Last week, the Pacifi c 
Freedom Forum (P.F.F.) criti-
cized the government for 
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‘Th ink of a Garden’ was the fi rst thing that came to mind for Anapela Polata’ivao when she saw 
the gardens at Nathan Homestead.  [photo: EMILY FORD/STUFF NZ]

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

(Continued on page 11)
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records request by AP. City Fire 
Marshal Dave Martinez did not 
return repeated phone messages 
seeking comment.

Home schooling can fur-
ther isolate children, denying 
them social interactions with 
peers who aren’t their siblings 
and also giving the parents the 
ability to teach whatever they 
want.

Perry, who led a team of 
therapists that interviewed 
most of the surviving children 
from the Branch Davidian cult 
in Waco, Texas, said that one 
5-year-old could recite whole 
books of the Bible but could not 

identify circles and squares.
Other groups have succeeded 

in keeping their behavior secret 
by enlisting older children in 
the rearing and indoctrinating of 
the younger ones. If older sib-
lings participated in the abuse, 
they would be less likely to call 
police.

“I’ve seen this movie 
before,” Rodriguez said. “It’s 
going to get more creepy and 
make our skin crawl. And at the 
end of it, we’re all going to be 
asking the same question: ‘How 
did this happen in front of us 
and no one noticed?’”

HEALTH SURVEY 2018
The Department of Human and Social Services and the 

Department of Health are working together to conduct a very 
important survey in the community.  
This entails surveying a selection of adults ages 18 and older from 
each county. Adults will be selected based upon a random sample 
of electric meters of households throughout the island.

Representatives in blue will be out to identify electric meters,  
collect vitals signs and other information that relate to general and 
mental health. 

By taking this survey, you are helping to paint a picture of 
health for our people. 

If you are selected to participate, please help us to address the 
health needs of American Samoa by consenting to take part in the 
survey. For more information contact DHSS at 633-1157 or DOH 
at 633-1602.

Surveyors will be revisiting villages throughout the island

In this Oct. 29, 2011 image made from a video provided by 
A Elvis Chapel, David Allen Turpin and his wife, Louise Anna 
Turpin, kiss while celebrating a renewal of their wedding vows 
with Elvis impersonator Kent Ripley, at right, in Las Vegas. Th e 
couple was arrested Sunday, Jan. 14, 2018, aft er authorities 
found their malnourished children in their home in suburban 
Perris, Calif., 60 miles (96 kilometers) southeast of Los Angeles. 
Th e couples’ 13 children, ages 2 to 29, were so emaciated the 
older ones still looked like children.  (A Elvis Chapel via AP)

➧ 13 siblings…
Continued from page 4

DETROIT (AP) — The 
CEO of France-based auto-
maker PSA Group says it will 
offer 40 electric models across 
its lineup by 2025, and it plans 
to sell vehicles in the U.S. 
within 10 years.

Carlos Tavares told the 
Automotive News World Con-
gress in Detroit on Wednesday 
night that PSA already offers 
mobility services in the U.S. 
and soon will start car-sharing 
in some major cities. It will 
use its experience to learn the 
market and return to U.S. sales.

Such an approach “will 
minimize the risk of not under-
standing what the U.S. con-
sumer is expecting from us,” he 
said.

Tavares wouldn’t say exactly 
when the company that makes 
Peugeot and Citroen vehicles 
will come to the U.S. or which 

brand it will offer.
PSA, which is Europe’s No. 

2 automaker, completed a $2.5 
billion takeover of the Opel and 
Vauxhall brands from General 
Motors last year. Tavares said 
the Opel brand will develop 
products for the U.S.

The company plans to start 
meeting with auto dealers in 
the U.S. this year as it considers 
how it will distribute its vehi-
cles, Tavares said.

“If you want to be a global 
player, you have to be there,” he 
told the group.

Tavares said all models from 
each of PSA’s fi ve brands will 
offer an array of power systems 
including at least one electric 
vehicle. It was not clear whether 
those would be fully electric or 
gas-electric hybrids.

France’s PSA Group to offer 
40 electric vehicles by 2025 
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-2460-18

Issuance Date: January 9, 2018 Closing Date:  January 19, 2018
 No later than 2:00p.m. (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are being solicited to provide Towing Vehicles “Truck II”  for the Department of Port 

Administration ( ARFF). 
2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 10:00a.m. (local time), Friday, January 19, 2018  at 
which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. BID DOCUMENTS
  Bid documents, including Specifications, may be examined at the Office of Procurement or 

obtained there from free of charge during normal hours of operation.
4. CONDITIONS
The American Samoa Government reserves the right to:

• not accept the lowest or any bid.
• reject all bids and reissue and amended IFB.
• request additional information from any bidder submitting a bid.
• waive any informalities in bidding as may be in the best interest of the American Samoa 

Government.

reviving the Criminal Libel 
law without consulting the key 
stakeholders. 

The Criminal Libel Act has 
been reintroduced as part of a 
government-led hunt for online 
bloggers using anonymous 
names such as “Ole Palemia” to 
attack senior government offi-
cials and members of the public.  

In a statement, veteran 
Samoan Journalist and P.F.F. 
Chair, Monica Miller, says there 
was a lack of consultation prior 
to the Bill being introduced in 
Parliament and passed as law. 

“Lack of consultation before 
the Bill was pushed through 
Parliament is good reason to 
consult more widely now,” 
Miller is quoted as saying in a 
statement issued by P.F.F. 

According to her, consul-
tations should include a wide 
range of representatives from 
across society. 

But Tuilaepa said there was 
no need.  

“What consultations? This is 
not a new law,” he responded. 
“We just re-introduced it back 
into law.” 

Tuilaepa said the consulta-
tion period is over. He pointed 
to a number of consultations 
before the Media Council was 
established. 

The Prime Minister then 
pointed out that so far, no one 
from the Media Council has 
come to see him about the 
Criminal Libel Act.  

(Source: Samoa Observer)
tONGA’s POhiVA sAiD 
tO Be ReCOVeRiNG 

weLL
Family of the ailing Tongan 

prime minister Akilisi Pohiva 
says he is recovering well and 
there are reports he met with 
King Tupou VI this afternoon.

Mr. Pohiva was admitted 
into the local Intensive Care 
Unit over a week ago and 
missed the opening of parlia-
ment last Thursday.

Kaniva Tonga reports 
Pōhiva met with the King at 2 
o’clock.

It reports a government 
spokesperson declined to give 
details of the meeting and 
the Prime Minister’s health 
condition.

Photos posted on Pohiva’s 
daughter’s Facebook page 
this afternoon show Pohiva in 
formal attire.

‘Ana Pōhiva Koli wrote her 
father is recovering well.

“He’s forcing himself to 
stand, nope... no further expla-
nation as we all have a father, 
that we love n adore beside his 
political career, that’s another 
story,” said the post.

The chair of Tonga’s Media 
Council, Pesi Fonua, says there 
has been a vacuum of informa-
tion surrounding government 
moves and the health of the 
prime minister.

(Source: RNZI)
sAmOA GOVt ReJeCts 

NePOtism CLAims 
The Samoa government has 

swiftly rejected claims of nepo-

tism and favoritism with regards 
to the selection and awarding of 
government scholarships. 

The Prime Minister and the 
Chairman of the Staff Training 
and Scholarship Committee 
(S.T.S.C.), Tuilaepa Dr. Sa’ilele 
Malielegaoi, said the claims 
against himself, the Committee 
and the Secretary of the Schol-
arship Committee, Tagaloa 
Sharon Potoi, making rounds 
on blogs and social media, are 
unfounded. 

He vehemently rejected 
them, even challenging the 
“faceless bloggers” to provide 
evidence. 

“I present a challenge to 
the people who have accused 
the Secretary or anyone on the 
Committee,” he said. “I dare 
you publish any wrong doing 
by the Committee in the Samoa 
Observer, and pinpoint what 
year there was any wrongful 
action done during my tenure.” 

“If it was done 10 years ago, 
please be precise. Tell us if any 
of the students, if the student is a 
son or daughter of a Committee 
member, or a child of mine that 
has been sent to another country 
from this scholarship that did 
not meet the criteria.” 

Tuilaepa issued the response 
during an interview with the 
Samoa Observer. He acknowl-
edged that members of the 
public are talking about the 
allegations and that they only 
exist to tarnish the reputa-
tion of Committee members – 
including himself.  

 “I am the Chairman and 
others in the Committee include 
the Minister of Education, 
Sports and Culture and twelve 
other C.E.O’s,” Tuilaepa said.  

“So if there was any wrong-
doing going on in the Scholar-
ship Committee, one of the 15 
would have said anything a long 
time ago. 

 “If the allegations were 
accurate, they would’ve written 
to the newspaper and revealed 
their identity, but that hasn’t 
happened.” 

Tuilaepa said they had 61 
scholarships awardees for 2018.  

“We have 12 students 
heading to Australia, 26 heading 
to New Zealand and 23 scholars 
are bound for Fiji.  

“The requirements to be 
one of the awardees are quite 
competitive; you are required 
to have outstanding marks 
from term one to the end of the 
school year.  

“Also the scholarships are 
funded by New Zealand and 
Australia and they have respec-
tive representatives who are also 
part of the selection process.  

Tuilaepa added that the 
children of Committee mem-
bers are eligible for the awards 
– providing that they meet the 
requirements.  

“Why would we place the 
future of our students in limbo 
because his or her parent sits on 
the Committee?  

(Source: Samoa Observer)

➧ Pacific…
Continued from page 8

Chief Associate Judge, Mamea Sala Jr., (far right) administering the oath of office during a brief 
swearing in ceremony yesterday for Sauitufuga Masefau Pita Suiaunoa (far left-back to camera), as 
the new senator for Alataua county, while Sauitufuga’s wife, Taumaoe Lafaele Suiaunoa, holds the 
Bible.  ` [photo: FS]

BALTIMORE (AP) — An 
attorney for a woman who was 
left outside a Baltimore hospital 
wearing a patient gown and 
socks on a frigid night says she 
was having a psychotic episode 
when the institution turned its 
back on her.

The Baltimore Sun reports 
that J. Wyndal Gordon says 

the woman named Rebecca is 
now at an undisclosed inpa-
tient facility undergoing mental 
health treatment. Gordon said 
Wednesday he was hired to rep-
resent the patient on behalf of 
her family. He says the actions 
of the University of Mary-
land Medical Center Midtown 
employees were “cruel and 

inhumane.”
Hospital officials say they 

are still investigating why the 
woman was escorted out of the 
hospital by uniformed security 
personnel and left at a city bus 
stop.

Gordon plans to hold a press 
conference Thursday afternoon.

Lawyer: Woman was having 
psychotic episode when left in cold 
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We are proud to be locally owned, serving the community for over 30 years.

Now Hiring for Full Time Position: SALES ASSOCIATE
The primary responsibilities of a Sales Associate are to maintain outstanding 
customer service, generate sales, merchandise product, and support the 
store management team.
Requirements
•	 Helpful	Customer	service	skills
•	 Willingness	to	work	flexible	hours
•	 Strong	verbal	and	written	communication	skills	with	the	ability	to	 
multi-task

•	 Ability	to	lift	at	least	40lbs	and	stand	for	extended	periods	of	time
•	 Previous	retail	experience	a	plus	but	will	train	the	right	candidate
•	 We	will	train	you	so	join	our	Ace	Team	TODAY!		We	have	a	friendly	
atmosphere;	we	offer	competitive	wages,	regular	training	and	annual	
performance	reviews.		

Pick	up	an	application	TODAY	from	our	Customer	Service	Counter,	or	visit	our	
website	www.neilshomecenter.com	to	print	an	employment	application.		Drop	
off, or email, completed applications to  Monique@neilshomecenter.com.

ACE HARDWARE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

When it comes to being helpful,  
Ace is the place!

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (AP) 
— A University of Alabama 
student repeatedly used a racial 
slur in videos posted on social 
media, prompting immediate 
condemnation from school offi-
cials and her apparent expulsion 
Wednesday.University Presi-
dent Stuart R. Bell called the 
videos “highly offensive and 
deeply hurtful,” and said the 
student, Harley Barber, is “no 
longer enrolled here.”

“We hold our students to 
much higher standards, and we 
apologize to everyone who has 
seen the videos and been hurt 
by this hateful, ignorant and 
offensive behavior,” Bell said 
in a statement.

The videos, in which Barber 
repeatedly uses a racial slur for 
African-Americans, were first 
posted on a private Instagram 
account, but recordings of the 
posts became widely shared 
on social media and brought 
to the attention of school 
administrators.

Barber told the New York 
Post that her actions were 
wrong.

“I don’t know what to do and 
I feel horrible,” she was quoted 
by the paper as saying. “There’s 
just no excuse for what I did.”

Barber did not respond to a 
request for comment The Asso-
ciated Press sent to her univer-
sity email account.

The 19-year-old told the 
newspaper she had been 
expelled from the university 
and was returning home to New 
Jersey. The university would 
not confirm her expulsion. 
Spokesman Chris Bryant told 
the AP he could “only provide 

directory information, and this 
student is no longer enrolled.”

In the first Instagram video, 
Barber says, “I love how I act 
like I love black people because 
I ... hate ... .” In a second exple-
tive-filled video responding to 
criticism, she says she’ll use the 
word “as much as I want.”

“I don’t care if it’s Martin 
Luther King Day,” she says 
before saying the slur again and 
again. She then says she will 
use the slur “as much as I want” 
noting she is both from New 
Jersey and, “I’m in the South 
now.”

The videos were first 
reported by al.com.Barber iden-
tified herself in the videos as a 
member of Alpha Phi sorority 
and said she had wanted to 
be in the sorority since high 
school. Linda Kahangi, execu-
tive director of Alpha Phi, said 
Wednesday that the student “is 
no longer a member of Alpha 
Phi.”

“Alpha Phi is a diverse, 
values-based organization and 
condemns the language and 
opinions in these videos,” Kah-
angi wrote in an email response 
to a query from the AP. “They 
are offensive and hateful to 
both our own members and to 
other members of the Greek and 
campus community.”

In the videos, Barber referred 
to the Instagram account she was 
using as her “finsta,” a made-
up word meaning “fake Insta-
gram,” a secondary account that 
some Instagram users create to 
share certain posts with a select 
number of people.Someone 
made a screen recording of the 
post and shared it publicly.

Student’s videos con-
taining racial slurs 
quickly condemned 

A poster showing a car and a truck owned by an alleged serial rapist are seen at a news confer-
ence at Los Angeles Police Department headquarters in downtown Los Angeles Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
2018. Officials say police and Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s deputies arrested a man they describe as 
a serial rapist when they saw a victim who had fought him off fall from his car on Friday, Jan. 12. 
He was identified as 35-year-old Ferdinand Ervin Flowers of Long Beach.  (AP Photo/Robert Jablon)

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
security guard who was arrested 
after a prostitute fell out of his 
car is suspected of raping more 
than a dozen women or girls as 
young as 15 at gunpoint in Los 
Angeles County, police said 
Wednesday.

Ferdinand Ervin Flowers, 
35, of Long Beach, pleaded not 
guilty Wednesday with kidnap-
ping to commit rape, robbery 
and assault, prosecutors said.

He was being held on more 
than $1 million bail. It wasn’t 
immediately clear whether he 
had an attorney.

Flowers, a security guard, 
is believed to be the man who 
in 2014 and 2017 “cajoled” 
sex workers into his car, then 
pulled a gun, drove them to an 
industrial area and robbed and 
sexually assaulted them before 
letting them go, said Capt. Wil-
liam Hays, commanding officer 
of the Los Angeles Police 
Department Robbery-Homicide 
Division.

DNA evidence from three 
victims hasn’t yet been linked 
to Flowers but a white Honda 
Civic and a black Dodge Ram 
truck registered to Flowers 
match the description of vehi-
cles used in attacks, police said.

“We believe we have the 

right predator off the streets 
who committed these hor-
rible crimes,” Justin Eisenberg, 
LAPD chief of detectives, said 
at a news conference.

Flowers is suspected of 
attacking 14 girls and women, 
ranging in age from 15 to 35, in 
Los Angeles and surrounding 
communities. Thirteen of them 
were raped but the last victim 
fought off her attacker and 
escaped from his car, police 
said.

All were black women 
working in the sex trade and 
probably were chosen “because 
they were vulnerable,” Hays 
said.

Four attacks took place in 
2014 and the others from April 
of last year to Jan. 12, when 
Flowers was arrested.

No victims have come for-
ward who were attacked in 
2015 or 2016 but authorities 
urged anyone who may have 
been attacked to come forward.

“It would seem that the 
behavior wouldn’t just cease 
like that,” Hays said.

Detectives began to suspect 
there was a serial rapist on the 
loose in May after DNA from 
a sexual assault investigation 
matched DNA that was on file 
from a Los Angeles County 

Sheriff’s Department case in 
December 2014. As they began 
investigating, they soon found 
a unique pattern and began 
linking other cases.

Detectives found that many 
of the women were attacked and 
released in Rancho Dominguez, 
an unincorporated county area 
near Carson and Compton, just 
south of Los Angeles.

Detectives narrowed down 
the days and times when many 
assaults took place and began 
surveillance of the area, Hays 
said.

Around 1:30 a.m. on Jan. 12, 
detectives saw a woman fall out 
of a white Honda Civic who said 
she had been kidnapped, robbed 
and attacked, police said.

She had been picked up in 
neighboring Lynwood, robbed 
at gunpoint and driven to the 
area where her attacker tried 
to force her to commit a sex 
act but she fought him off and 
managed to escape from the car, 
according to a police statement.

Flowers was arrested in the 
car.

Police seized a .40-caliber 
handgun that was registered 
to Flowers, who is licensed as 
an armed guard and a security 
guard, Hays said.

LAPD: Serial rapist arrested 
after victim fell out of car 



BOSTON (AP) — Stephen 
Heasley and Andrew Borg were 
excited to see the wedding pro-
grams they ordered for their 
big day. But when the package 
arrived, the gay couple was hor-
rified to instead find religious 
pamphlets with messages about 
temptation and sin, according 
to a federal lawsuit against 
printing company Vistaprint.

The lawsuit, which was filed 
Tuesday in Massachusetts, 
accuses Vistaprint of attacking 
the couple because they’re gay 
by replacing their wedding pro-
gram order with the “hateful, 
discriminatory” pamphlets.

“Our goal is to hold Vistap-
rint accountable for the harm 
they have caused, to give a 
voice to others who may have 
been similarly victimized, to 
help prevent this from hap-
pening to someone else and to 
send a message that there will 
be consequences for acts of 
hate perpetrated against others,” 
the couple, who got married in 

Pennsylvania in September, 
said in a statement.

Vistaprint’s CEO and 
founder said in a letter to cus-
tomers on Wednesday that it is 
“incredibly saddened” by the 
incident and has launched an 
investigation to determine how 
and why the couple received the 
materials. The Dutch company, 
which has a regional headquar-
ters in Massachusetts, says it has 
reached out to the couple, who 
lives in Australia, and hopes to 
use the incident as an “opportu-
nity to shine light on important 
LGBTQ issues.”

“We share in this couple’s 
outrage. Vistaprint in no way 
condones — and does not tol-
erate — discrimination against 
any of our customers based 
on their race, religion, gender 
or sexual orientation,” CEO 
Trynka Shineman and Founder 
Robert Keane said in the letter.

Vistaprint later updated the 
letter to say it had learned that 
“materials that were intended 

to be printed for one customer 
were incorrectly sent to this 
couple” by a third-party partner.

“We, and our partner, are 
committed to understanding 
how and why this happened, 
Shineman and Keane said. “If 
we determine that any indi-
vidual played a deliberate role 
in this mix up, we will take 
strong action.”

The lawsuit says the pam-
phlets received by the couple 
on the eve of their wedding 
included phrases such as “fight 
against Satan’s temptation and 
pursue what is good” and “do 
not set on the path of the wicked 
or walk in the way of evildoers.” 
The couple says the pamphlets 
were designed to intimidate and 
threaten them.

David Gottlieb, an attorney 
for the couple, said they did not 
complain to Vistaprint at the 
time of their wedding because 
they had to scramble to print 
their own programs in time for 
the ceremony. Gottlieb said 
they hope that their lawsuit 
will bring public attention to 
the issue to ensure others don’t 
receive the same treatment.

The lawsuit, which seeks 
unspecified damages, accuses 
Vistaprint of discriminating 
against the couple because 
they’re gay and breaching a 
contract for not delivering the 
programs they ordered.
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
RFP No: RFP 026-2018 Date & Time Due: January 25, 2018
Issuance Date:  January 16, 2018 No later than 2:00 p.m. local time
The American Samoa Government (ASG) issues a Request For Proposals (RFP) from qualified firms 
to provide:

“Janitorial and Maintenance Services for Rex Lee Auditorium”
SUBMISSION
Original and five copies of the Proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked: 
“Janitorial and Maintenance Services for Rex Lee Auditorium” Submissions are to be sent to 
the following address and will be received until 2:00 p.m. (local time), Thursday, January 25, 2018:
  Office of Procurement
  American Samoa Government
  Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
  attn: Dr. Oreta Mapu Crichton, CPO
Any proposal received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.  Late submissions will not be opened or considered and will be determined as being 
non-responsive.
DOCUMENT
The RFP Scope of Work, outlining the proposal requirements is available at the Office of Procurement, 
Tafuna, American Samoa, during normal working hours. 
REVIEW
Request for Proposal data will be thoroughly reviewed by an appointed Source Evaluation Board 
under the auspices of the Chief Procurement Officer, Office of Procurement, ASG. 
RIGHT OF REJECTION
The American Samoa Government reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals and to waive 
any irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted proposals that are not in the best interests of the 
American Samoa Government or the public. 

DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

We are proud to be locally owned, serving the community for over 30 years.
We are now hiring for an OFFICE CLERK
This person will be expected to handle a wide range of administrative tasks and 
must be able to work independently with little or no supervision.  This person must 
be extremely well organized and be able to interact with staff at all levels, in a fast 
paced environment.  Must be proactive, resourceful and efficient with a high level of 
professionalism.  .  
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS include the following: 

• Must have an accounting background.  A degree is a plus.  
• Honest and detail oriented.
• Excellent written and verbal communication skills and attention to detail are very 

important
• Proficiency in Quickbooks, Microsoft Windows, MS Word, Excel, and other 

computer software is a must.
• Ability and willingness to work flexible hours including evenings, weekends and 

holidays to meet the needs of the business.
Reports to: Bookkeeper
Consider joining our Ace team where our friendly atmosphere, competitive wages, 
and a positive team are just a few of the advantages we offer.   This is an excellent 
opportunity for an organized individual who is interested in Retail and Business 
Administration.  
Please pick up an application TODAY from our Customer Service Counter and be part 
of a captivating team!   Or visit our website  www.neilshomecenter.com and print an 
application.  
For this position, please also include a cover letter and full resume.
Tel 699-2482, email  Monique@neilshomecenter.com

ACE HARDWARE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

When it comes to being helpful,  
Ace is the place!

Employment Opportunity
Looking for 2 SEAMSTRESSES; 1 COAT MAKER  

and a CHINESE INTERPRETER.
Must be able to communicate fluently in English & 

Samoan. Is Trustworthy, and can work under pressure.
Please contact 688-1833 or 258-2811 OR email 

3bevs2005@gmail.com.

Suit: Gay couple gets ‘hateful’ 
flyers, not wedding programs 

FILE - In this Wednesday, July 20, 2016., file picture Clay 
Hamilton, left, and Adrian Coman, a US-Romania a gay couple 
who got married in Belgium and seek legal recognition of their 
status in Romania hold hands in Bucharest, Romania. The gay 
Romanian-American couple should enjoy the same rights as any 
married couple in the bloc, a top European Union legal adviser 
said Thursday, Jan. 11, 2018. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)

PALO ALTO, Calif. (AP) 
— Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson said Wednesday the 
United States owes Turkey an 
explanation for saying it is sup-
porting the creation of a border 
security force in northern Syria 
— a proposal that has drawn 
furious reaction from Ankara.

Tillerson told reporters “that 
entire situation has been mis-
portrayed, mis-described, some 
people misspoke. We are not 
creating a border security force 
at all.”

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Monday 
vowed to “drown this army 
of terror before it is born.” He 
warned U.S. troops against 
coming between Turkish troops 
and the Kurdish forces in Syria 
that Ankara views as an exten-
sion of Turkey’s own Kurdish 
insurgency.

The top U.S. diplomat said 
he had a brief meeting Tuesday 

with his Turkish counterpart on 
the sidelines of a meeting of 
American allies in Canada on 
North Korea policy. He clarified 
America’s intentions, which he 
said were to provide training to 
local elements in areas liberated 
from the Islamic State group.

“We have ISIS still attacking 
in parts of northwest Syria and 
along the Euphrates valley, so 
this is just more training and 
trying to block ISIS from their 
escape routes,” Tillerson told 
reporters on his flight back 
to Washington after making 
a speech on U.S. policy on 
Syria at Stanford University in 
California.

Tillerson said of Turkey, 
“We understand why they 
reacted the way they did.”

He said had spoken to 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
on Wednesday to make sure 
they are on the same page.

Amid spat with Turkey, Tillerson 
denies Syria border force 
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