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Manu Samoa Captain, Alatasi 
Tupou, respectfully thanked Samoans 
at the Hong Kong 7s aft er Samoa’s 33-5 
loss to Wales. 

Manu Samoa, contrary to Samoa 
media reports, was not seen wearing 
black armbands honoring La’auli Alan 
Grey, celebrated as the man responsible 
for propelling Manu Samoa to the world 
stage single handedly. Manu Samoa 
7s was reported to be dedicating the 
Hong Kong IRB 7s leg to commemorate 
La’auli. It should also be noted that they 
did not perform a Siva Tau.  
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Request for injunc-
tion in Pago Village 
dispute continued

AT STAKE: NAT’L PARK MONEY AND LAND RIGHTS 
by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

The battle between Pago Pago Village Council (PPVC) 
and High Talking Chief Tuaolo Meko Aiumu is now 
before the Land and Title Division of the High Court 

of American Samoa. The second hearing for this matter was 
called on Thursday last week, and is now continued for another 
45 days.

The matter reached the court when Tuaolo’s name was 
removed by the PPVC from the list of families who are receiving 
monetary shares from the National Park land lease agreement. 

For that reason Tuaolo through his attorney, Togiola T. A Tula-
fono fi led a petition asking the court for a preliminary injunction 
to stop the PPVC from continuing the process of delisting from 
the land lease they submitted to the court, until the case is heard 
and they get into the merit of the delisting — in this case Tuaolo 
— and the authority of the Village Council to change the original 
lease.

Charles Alailima is the attorney for PPVC and was just 
retained last week. 

Chief Justice Michael Kruse, assisted by Chief Associate 
Judge Mamea Sala Jr., is hearing the case.

THE HEARING
When the case was called, Alailima fi rst asked the court for 

clarifi cation, whether the matter will proceed under the National 
Park or the Land and Title rules. Kruse responded, “I don’t know, 
you tell me.”

Togiola broke in and told the court that they’re proceeding 
under National Park rules, Land and Title rules, as well as sup-
plemental rulings relating to where it applies to the National Park 
transactions and matters. He said the matter is about a partici-
pating family in the lease scheme for the National Park. Togiola 
stated that ‘the participating family’ is asking about their rights 
to their land as contemplated by that lease agreement.

 “In that scheme the village (families) are supposed to have 
all agreed with the boundaries without having to dispute that 
individually. And to eliminate the possibility that a participating 
family disputes that part of the agreement — the agreement says 
the court will only certify to the governor for payment if there 
are no boundary disputes. The delisting of a participating family 
destroys the agreement,” Togiola told the court.

Since Alailima was not retained as counsel for PPVC when 
the fi rst hearing on this matter was called last month, Kruse 
asked Togiola to recap for the court the last hearing. 

Togiola stated to the court that Tuaolo was called to testify, 
(Continued on page 7)

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

A 24-year old man who received a lot 
chances from the court was ordered 
to serve all of his suspended sen-

tences, which total up to 27 years. 
Timothy Noa appeared before the High Court 

last Friday for a Deposition Hearing, after he 
failed to comply with some of the conditions of 
his probation.

The defendant did not wish to make any state-
ment to the court when he was given the oppor-
tunity to address the court prior to the judges’ 
decision. 

His attorney, public defender Douglas Fiaui 
addressed the court on his client’s behalf, where 
the tried his best to persuade the court to give his 
client another chance. 

According to Fiaui, his client is a young man 
who has an anger problem in his domestic rela-
tionship and his anger had brought him before 
the court many times. He was sentence by the 

Family, Drug & Alcohol (FDA) court in 2016 
and ordered to serve 12 months at the Territorial 
Correction Facility (TCF).

Immediately after his release, he was brought 
back to court again on allegations of violating 
conditions of his probation set by FDA.

Fiaui told the court that the government’s rec-
ommendation is to revoke his client’s probation 
and order him to serve a total of the 27 years that 
had been suspended by the court when he was 
sentenced.

“If my client’s probation is revoked he will 
lose many years of his life. For the time he 
already served in prison, he has already lost many 
years of his life. I humbly ask the court to please 
not accept the recommendation by the probation 
offi cer, but sentence my client to a probated sen-
tence,” Fiaui asked the court.

“Your client does not wish to be heard?” Chief 
Justice Michael Kruse asked. Fiaui responded, 
“Yes, he doesn’t want to address the court.”

Wife beater’s probation revoked 
after blowing many chances

NOA WILL SERVE 27 YEARS

Aft er beating South Africa in a thrilling semi-fi nal 26-24, Fiji went on to win the HSBC World 
Rugby Sevens tournament in Hong Kong for the fourth year in a row defeating Kenya 24-12. 
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 by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
described the late former US 
Sen. Daniel Kahikina Akaka as 
“a true friend and a patriarch to 
American Samoa” while Con-
gresswoman Aumua Amata 
said Akaka was a “gracious and 
a humble Statesman.”

Akaka died last Thursday, 
Apr. 5 in Honolulu at the age of 
93, according to the Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser newspaper. 

The Associated Press reports 
that Akaka was the fi rst Native 
Hawaiian elected to Congress 
and served for more than three 
decades, starting at the US 
House and later the US Senate. 

In a statement last Friday 
afternoon, Lolo says he’s “truly 
saddened” by the news of the 
passing of Akaka, “who is one 
of our Polynesian icons who 
championed issues affi rming the 
identity of our Polynesian eth-
nicity in the Halls of Congress.”

Akaka “was kind and genu-
inely concerned about issues 
affecting the territory and the 
lives of the people of Amer-
ican Samoa,” said the gov-

ernor, who recalled that Akaka 
“always embraced and wel-
comed any delegation from 
American Samoa who travelled 
to the nation’s capital and who 
reached out to him to advocate 
for issues impacting our people 
and the development of our 
territory.”

Akaka retired from Congress 
in 2013 and Lolo said, “We 
missed his leadership and infl u-
ence in Washington D.C.”

The governor went on to 
describe Akaka as an “unas-
suming, humble and silently 
audacious leader unafraid to 
advance issues advancing the 
quality of the lives of the people 
of the Pacifi c and not particular 
to the people of Hawaii.”

“We have certainly lost a 
great and compassionate leader 
who committed his life to 
ensure that everyone is given 
the opportunity and the chance 
to better their lives,” he said.

On behalf of the leaders and 
people of American Samoa, 
along with Lt. Gov. Lemanu 
Sialega Palepoi Mauga, the 
governor “expresses our 
deepest condolences” to 
Akaka’s widow, the children, 
extended family and the people 
of Hawaii, over the passing of 
“one of our Polynesian heroes, 
our mentor, and our champion.”

Akaka “has set the leader-
ship pathway and leadership 
standard for leaders of the 
Pacifi c to emulate. May he rest 
in peace,” Lolo concluded.

Amata in a news release last 
Friday morning said that she 
both mourns and celebrates the 
life of the former US senator, 
who was “a gracious and humble 
Statesman, whom I have had the 
privilege of knowing my entire 
life.”

Akaka and his wife were 
“dear friends” of Amata’s par-
ents. Amata described Akaka 
as “a role model to countless 
Hawaiian and other Pacifi c 
Island leaders and a true 
mentor and inspiration to many, 
including myself, to become 
public servants.

“He was a tireless advocate 
beyond Hawaii to American 
Samoa, the Marshall Islands, 
Micronesia, Guam, Palau and 
the Marianas and elsewhere 
throughout the Asia-Pacifi c 
region stemming from his early 
days as an educator having 
received both his Masters and 
Undergraduate degrees in Edu-
cation from the University of 
Hawaii,” she said, adding that 
Akaka “taught many, taught 
them well and led humbly by 
example.”

“Having known Senator 
Akaka is something for which 
I am truly grateful,” she said, 

noting that Akaka had a “long 
and distinguished life of ser-
vice dedicated not only to the 
people of Hawaii, but also to 
the people of American Samoa 
and throughout our Country and 
all over the greater Asia-Pacifi c 
region.”

“He was a great man who did 
a great deal for everyone. He 
was a strong advocate for native 
Hawaiians and all Pacifi c Island 
people, especially American 
Samoa. He was a tremendous 
advocate for our Veterans, of 
which he was one having served 
in the Army in World War II,” 
she points out. Amata remem-
bered “the wonderful opportu-
nity” speaking with Akaka in 
Honolulu during the funeral ser-
vice of the late Hawaii US Rep. 
Mark Takai in 2016 when Akaka 
was “in remarkable shape at age 
91 and was engaged as ever in 
discussing the issues to help 
Hawaii and American Samoa 
just as always.”

“It was good to be with him 
and I will greatly miss him as I 
know all of Hawaii and Amer-
ican Samoa will and people 
around our Country and the 
World will too. The Aloha spirit 
is alive and well more than ever 
because of the life of Senator 
Daniel Akaka. My thoughts 
and prayers go out to all his 
friends, family and constituents 
as well,” she said. 

In a brief statement, Hawaii 
Gov. David Ige said Akaka 
“lived a life of service and 
aloha, and each of us in Hawaiʻi 
has benefi ted in countless ways. 
Our state mourns the loss of this 
man of upright character.”

US Rep. Tulsi Gabbard of 
Hawaii, who is an American 
Samoa native, in a statement 
remembered her “dear friend 
and mentor” Akaka, who 
“dedicated his life to serving 
the people and our nation, in 
the U.S. Army, as a public 
school teacher” and in the US 
Congress.”

“His legacy of service and 
aloha will continue to inspire 
each of us to live aloha every 
day — serving others, pro-
tecting our planet, and fi ghting 
for justice, equality, and peace,” 
she said. Hawaii US Sen. Brian 
Schatz said in a statement that 
Akaka was beloved by everyone 
in Hawai’i, and his colleagues 
of both parties in Washington 
DC. “A pure heart, a determined 
warrior for native Hawaiians, 
and a true public servant.” he 
said.

His wife, Mary Mildred 
“Millie” Chong, four sons, a 
daughter and many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, 
survive Akaka. Funeral service 
is pending. 

Daniel Akaka, fi rst Native 
Hawaiian in Congress, 

remembered

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-042-2018

Issuance Date: April 2, 2018                                   Closing Date:  April 30, 2018
   No later than 2:00p.m. (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed ids are invited from qualified firms to provide the “Pago Pago International Airport 

Apron Rehabilitation Phase 3-Construction Stages 2 to 6” located in the village of Tafuna, 
Territory of American Samoa.

2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799 until 2:00 p.m. (local time), Monday, April 30, 2018 at which 
time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. PRE-BID CONFERENCE
 A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on Monday, April 16, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. at the 

Office of Procurement Conference Room.  Bids will not be accepted from bidders who are not 
present at the Pre-Bid Conference.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
5. Electronic copies of contract documents, including Plans and Specifications may be examined 

or obtained at the Office of Procurement free of charge.
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid.
7. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding as may 

be in the best interest of the American Samoa Government.

USD one-way

USD one-way

USD one-way

AUTO NATION
NU’UULI:  (684) 699-7168 • FAX:  (684) 699-7175

GRAND OPENING FOR AUTONATION
MOBIL  

SPECIAL OIL
SUPREME 

CHEVRON OIL
PARTS  

MASTER
  5W-20
10W-30
10W-40
20W-50

SAE-30
SAE-40
10W-30
10W-40

  5W-30
10W-30
10W-40
20W-50

WE’RE NOW SELLING ENGINE OIL IN A VERY LOW PRICE!!! 
COME AND JOINT US. 

PLEASE COME AND DON’T MISS OUT!!
BUSNIESS HOURS    OFFICE PHONE:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY:  7:30AM TO 5:00PM (684) 699-1888
SATURDAY :  8:00AM TO 1:00PM (684) 699-7168
HOLIDAY :  8:00AM TO 1:00PM
LOCATION: ACROSS A&T GAS STATION NU’UULI
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

For the near future, the Terri-
torial Bank of American Samoa 
does not need an additional cap-
ital infusion, as the bank focuses 
on rolling out new banking ser-
vices for the community, says 
bank president, Philip Ware.

As a government owned 
institution, there have been 
discussions in the community 
since TBAS opened its doors 
Oct. 3, 2016, as to whether or 
not the bank would soon be 
seeking more capital in order 
to provide full banking services 
— as others in the community 
were interested in investing in 
the bank. 

When asked during last 
Thursday’s news conference 
if the bank “needs additional 
capital at this time,” Ware 
responded, “No. And we do not 
anticipate in the near future that 
need.”

Asked again for further clari-
fication, if that means the bank 
has sufficient capital at this 
time, Ware replied, “yes”.

“We had our focus, 110%, 
on getting this transit routing 
number and we have done 
that. So we have done well 
and I think we will continue to 
do well and would not need a 
new capital infusion in the near 
future,” he pointed out. 

Responding to Samoa News 
inquiries last Friday, TBAS 
board chairman Utu Abe Malae 
said he agrees with Ware’s 
assessment that the bank doesn’t 
anticipate in the near future the 
need for additional capital. 

ASG provided $3 million in 
seed money to start TBAS, from 
proceeds of the bonds issued 
by the American Samoa Eco-
nomic Development Authority 
(ASEDA) — in accordance 
with the local statute that estab-
lished the bank.

Utu confirmed that ASEDA 
transferred the $3 million to 
TBAS over two years ago.

And after Bank of Hawaii 
leaves the territory, “TBAS 
will be the only US bank in 
the South Pacific,” said Utu, 
who is also executive director 
of the American Samoa Power 
Authority. 

BoH has delayed for a few 
years now, the complete shut-
down of its local operations, 
until TBAS is up and fully oper-
ational, as a full commercial 
financial institution. Industry 
sources had told Samoa News 
in the past that it would take 
time for BoH to complete the 
shutdown in the territory, as 
there are federal regulations for 
them to follow — such as filing 
notices with the feds.

OTHER ISSUES
TBAS chief operations 

officer, Makerita Polu, who 
accompanied Ware during 
the news conference, pointed 
out that as of last Wednesday, 
TBAS deposit portfolio is $8.7 
million while its loan portfolio 
is at $2.9 million. 

Responding to questions 
on the loans, Polu explained 
that these are both secured and 
unsecured loans, and that the 
secured loans — are auto loans. 
Ware added that the bank would 
work with all car dealers on 
island on auto loans. As to the 
delinquency rate of unsecured 
loans, Polu said that at the end 
of March this year it stood at 
6%, which is the “best ever 
result on our delinquencies.”

Ware added, “I think we 
are experiencing an average 
amount of delinquencies and 
charge-offs.” Overall for the last 
one and half year since the bank 
has been in operation, Ware said 
“we are all focused and doing 
what is necessary to get the 
transit routing number — which 

is already on hand — and start 
moving beyond.” 

“I think there’s some great 
services we can start now, (that) 
we’re trying to put together,” he 
explained. “Some of us will be 
focused on providing our core 
services and some of us will be 
focused on the future getting 
some much needed services to 
this island.”

Polu noted that there are 
some banking services available 
in the US that are not available 
on island and “Phil is trying to 
bring that down, so we can all 
be on the same page with finan-
cial institution services in the 
US.”

During the news confer-
ence, the two TBAS officials 
announced that the bank has 
opened a “master account” 
with the Federal Reserve Bank, 
San Francisco and this allows 
TBAS access to the US pay-
ment system, which is used by 
American banks. 

TBAS is now waiting for 
final word from the Federal 
Reserve Bank on accessing 
the payment system so it could 
start offering more banking ser-
vice, such as check-books on 
checking accounts, and busi-
ness accounts. (See Samoa 
News edition last Friday for 
more details.)

Both Ware and Polu 
expressed appreciation to the 
pubic “for your patience and the 
trust in us to be able to get this 
going. We [TBAS] appreciate 
the public’s continued support.”

“We have a very good lead-
ership team put together here at 
the bank,” said Ware, who told 
reporters, that “Makerita [Polu] 
has been very effective at main-
taining a high performing staff, 
maintaining and training them, 
she is very good at that.”

“And she has done an excel-
lent job,” Ware added. 

 LAND COMMISSION
NOTICE is hereby given that FANENE, VITALE SOOTO of MALAEIMI, American Sa-

moa, has executed a LEASE AGREEMENT to a certain parcel of land commonly known as 
MALAEIMI which is situated in the village of MALAEIMI, in the County of TUALAUTA, 
WESTERN District, Island of Tutuila, American Samoa.  Said LEASE AGREEMENT is now 
on file with the Territorial Registrar to be forwarded to the Governor respecting his approval 
or disapproval thereof according to the laws of American Samoa.  Said instrument names 
SALLY FAUMUINA as LESSEE.

Any person who wish, may file his objection in writing with the Secretary of the Land 
Commission before the 4TH day of MAY, 2018.  It should be noted that any objection must 
clearly state the grounds therefor.

POSTED: MARCH 5, 2018 thru MAY 4, 2018
SIGNED: Taito S.B. White, Territorial  Registrar

KOMISI O LAU’ELE’ELE
O LE FA’ASALALAUGA lenei ua faia ona o FANENE, VITALE SOOTO ole nu’u 

o MALAEIMI, Amerika Samoa, ua ia faia se FEAGAIGA LISI, i se fanua ua lauiloa o 
MALAEIMI, e i le nu’u o MALAEIMI i le itumalo o TUALAUTA, Falelima i SISIFO ole 
Motu o TUTUILA Amerika Samoa.  O lea FEAGAIGA LISI ua i ai nei i teuga pepa ale 
Resitara o Amerika Samoa e fia auina atu ile Kovana Sili mo sana fa’amaoniga e tusa ai ma le 
Tulafono a Amerika Samoa.  O lea mata’upu o lo’o ta’ua ai SALLY FAUMUINA. 

A iai se tasi e fia fa’atu’i’ese i lea mata’upu, ia fa’aulufaleina mai sa na fa’atu’iesega tusitusia 
ile Failautusi o lea Komisi ae le’i o’o ile aso 4 o ME, 2018.  Ia manatua, o fa’atu’iesega uma lava 
ia tusitusia manino mai ala uma e fa’atu’iese ai.                    03/09 & 04/09/18

TBAS now focused on rolling 
out the services

ADDITIONAL CAPITAL NOT NEEDED AT THIS TIME, SAYS BANK PRESIDENT

STOLEN 
CHECKS!
PLEASE BE ADVISED BLANK 

CHECKS BELONGING TO  
“A.L. DALTON”  

HAVE BEEN STOLEN. 
ANYONE TRYING TO  

CASH ONE PLEASE REPORT 
IMMEDIATELY TO THE POLICE. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO 

CALL 633-5599.

By MICHAEL R. SISAK, Associ-
ated Press

NORRISTOWN, Pa. (AP) 
— With opening statements 
in Bill Cosby’s sexual assault 
retrial set for Monday, prosecu-
tors have lined up a parade of 
accusers to make the case that 
the man revered as “America’s 
Dad” lived a double life as 
one of Hollywood’s biggest 
predators.

Cosby’s retrial likely won’t 
be anything like his first one. 
He’s fighting back with a new, 
high-profile lawyer and an 
aggressive strategy: attacking 
Andrea Constand as a greedy 
liar and casting the other 
women testifying as bandwagon 
accusers looking for a share of 
the spotlight.

“You’ve seen previews and 
coming attractions, but things 

have changed,” said professor 
Laurie Levenson of Loyola Law 
School in Los Angeles.

Cosby’s first trial last spring 
ended in a cliffhanger, with 
jurors unable to reach a unani-
mous verdict after five days of 
tense deliberations on charges 
that the man who made mil-
lions of viewers laugh as wise 
and understanding Dr. Cliff 
Huxtable on “The Cosby Show” 
drugged and molested Constand 
at his suburban Philadelphia 
home in 2004.

The 80-year-old comedian, 
who has said the sexual con-
tact was consensual, faces three 
counts of aggravated indecent 
assault, each punishable by up 
to 10 years in prison.

His retrial is taking place in 
a radically changed and poten-
tially more hostile environ-

ment. The #MeToo movement 
caught fire four months after 
the first trial, raising awareness 
of sexual misconduct as it top-
pled Harvey Weinstein, Sen. Al 
Franken, Matt Lauer and other 
powerful men.

Nearly every potential juror 
questioned for the case this time 
knew about #MeToo.

Kristen Houser of the 
National Sexual Violence 
Resource Center said that could 
help prosecutors overcome the 
skepticism some jurors had last 
time about Constand’s yearlong 
wait to report her allegations to 
the police.

“The #MeToo movement is 
amplifying what experts have 
been saying for decades: People 
are ashamed, they’re confused, 
they can’t believe somebody 
they trust would hurt them, 

Opening statements set in Bill 
Cosby’s sex assault retrial

(Continued on page 8)



by Samoa News staff
More Tutuila residents, whose property were 

affected by Tropical Storm Gita are up for regis-
tration this week at the Disaster Recovery Center 
(DRC), located inside the DYWA Pago Pago 
Youth Center, and operated jointly by ASG and 
the US Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA).

In a statement last Friday afternoon, ASG and 
FEMA announced the following additional vil-
lages for today through Wednesday this week for 
DRC registration. And only heads of households 
need to register: 

• Monday, Apr. 9: Mapusaga and Tafeta 
numbers 0001 - 0151

• Monday, Apr. 9: Taputimu numbers 
0001 - 0126

• Tuesday, Apr. 10: Leone all who 
pre-registered

• Wednesday Apr. 11: Fagasa numbers 
001 - 0116; Vatia numbers 0001 – 0115; and 
Aumi numbers 0001 – 0023

Applicants should have the following infor-
mation on hand for registration: Social Security 
number; Address of the damaged primary resi-
dence; Description of the damage; Information 
about insurance coverage, if applicable; current 
contact telephone number; a PO Box where they 
can receive mail; and bank account and routing 
numbers for direct deposit of funds.

For future village dates and times to register 
at the DRC, ASG and FEMA will provide an 
updated schedule. 

A reminder that Individuals with access and 
functional needs who are heads of household and 
still need to register should call the Crisis Hot-
line at (684) 633-9017. FEMA Disaster Survivor 
Assistance  (DSA) Teams will come to your 
home to register you — you do not need to come 
to the DRC. 

Those in Ottoville already visited by DSA, 
with slips that have DSA written on them, do not 
have to come to the DRC, as they are already 
registered with FEMA.
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GITA UPDATE: Registration con-
tinues for some Tutuila villages

By PHILIP ISSA, Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — Missiles struck an air base in central Syria 

early Monday, its state-run news agency reported. Although the 
agency said it was likely “an American aggression,” U.S. officials 
said the U.S. had not launched airstrikes on Syria.

The missile attack followed a suspected poison gas attack Sat-
urday on the last remaining foothold for the Syrian opposition in 
the eastern suburbs of Damascus. At least 40 people were killed, 
including families found in their homes and shelters, opposition 
activists and local rescuers said.

SANA reported that the missile attack on the T4 military air 
base in Homs province resulted in a number of casualties.

Earlier, President Donald Trump had promised a “big price to 
pay” for the suspected chemical attack. After the airstrikes were 
reported, however, Pentagon spokesman Christopher Sherwood 
said in a statement, “At this time, the Department of Defense is 
not conducting air strikes in Syria.”

The U.S. launched several dozen Tomahawk cruise missiles at 
a Syrian air base last year after a chemical attack in the northern 
Syrian town of Khan Sheikhoun killed dozens of people. Israel 
has also struck inside Syria in recent years.

The suspected poison gas attack Saturday on the besieged 
town of Douma came almost exactly a year after the U.S. missile 
attack prompted by the Khan Sheikhoun deaths.

In response to the reports from Douma, Trump on Sunday 
blamed Syrian government forces for what he called a “mindless 
CHEMICAL attack.” In a series of tweets, Trump held Russia and 
Iran, Syrian President Bashar Assad’s chief sponsors, responsible.

The Syrian government denied the allegations, calling them 
fabrications.

First responders entering apartments in Douma late Saturday 
said they found bodies collapsed on floors, some foaming at the 
mouth. The opposition’s Syrian Civil Defense rescue organization 
said the victims appeared to have suffocated.

They did not identify the substance used, but the civil defense 
organization, also known as the White Helmets, and the Syrian 
American Medical Society, a medical relief organization, said 
survivors treated at clinics smelled strongly of chlorine.

Those reports could not be independently verified because of a 
government blockade around the town.

Hours after the attack, the Army of Islam rebel group agreed 
to surrender the town and evacuate their fighters to rebel-held 
northern Syria, Syrian state media reported. The group also agreed 
to give up its prisoners, a key demand of the government.

The government agreed to halt its assault after three days of 
indiscriminate air and ground attacks.

“There’s nothing left for civilians and fighters. We don’t 
have anything to stand fast,” said Haitham Bakkar, an opposi-
tion activist inside the town. He spoke to the Associated Press by 
WhatsApp.

“People now are going out in the streets looking for their loved 
ones in the rubble,” Bakkar said. “And we don’t have any space 
left to bury them.”

More than 100 buses entered the town Sunday night to trans-
port fighters and their families to Jarablus, a town under the 
shared control of rebels and Turkey, said Syrian state-affiliated 
al-Ikhbariya TV.

The preparations follow a pattern of evacuations around the 
capital and other major Syrian cities as the government reasserts 
its control after seven years of war.

Human rights groups and United Nations officials say the 
tactic amounts to forced displacement, a war crime. The U.N. 
Security Council planned to hold an emergency meeting Monday 
to discuss the attack.

The Army of Islam could not be immediately reached for 
comment.

In his tweets Sunday, Trump called Assad an “animal” and 
delivered a rare personal criticism of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin for supporting him. A top White House aide, asked about the 
possibility of another U.S. missile strike, said, “I wouldn’t take 
anything off the table.”

The developments come as Trump has declared his intent to 
withdraw U.S. troops from Syria in the coming months despite 
resistance from many of his advisers.

Bakkar said several bombs laced with chemicals landed in 
Douma Saturday night. Another activist, Bilal Abou Salah, said 
a large, yellow cylinder smashed through the roof of an apart-
ment building and came to rest on the third floor and started to 
discharge gas.

The Syrian Civil Defense group documented 42 fatalities but 
was impeded from searching further by strong odors that gave 
rescuers difficulties breathing, said Siraj Mahmoud, a spokesman 
for the group.

Syrian news reports 
missile attack; US 

denies it fired them

This image made from video released by the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets, which has 
been authenticated based on its contents and other AP reporting, shows medical workers treating 
toddlers following an alleged poison gas attack in the opposition-held town of Douma, in eastern 
Ghouta, near Damascus, Syria, Sunday, April. 8, 2018. The Civil Defense said patients were having 
difficulty breathing and burning in their eyes. Syrian opposition activists and rescuers said Sunday 
that a poison gas attack on a rebel-held town near the capital. The Syrian government denied the 
allegations, which could not be independently verified.  (Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets via AP)

This image made from video released by the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets, which has been 
authenticated based on its contents and other AP reporting, shows a medical worker giving toddlers 
oxygen through respirators following an alleged poison gas attack in the opposition-held town of 
Douma, in eastern Ghouta, near Damascus, Syria, Sunday, April 8, 2018. Syrian opposition activ-
ists and rescuers said Sunday that a poison gas attack on a rebel-held town near the capital. The 
Syrian government denied the allegations, which could not be independently verified. 

 (Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets via AP)
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SECOND CYCLONE IN A 
WEEK EXPECTED IN FIJI

Forecasters in Fiji say a 
cyclone brewing in the ocean 
to its west is now forecast to hit 
on Tuesday, with it expected to 
pull a loop before it veers east.

Stephen Meke, from the Fiji 
Meteorological Service, says an 
extra day will allow it to draw 
in more moisture and gather 
strength.

The cyclone will be the 
second to hit Fiji’s west in a 
week, after Cyclone Josie last 
weekend killed six people and 
caused extensive damage.

There has been little let up in 
the rain since, anD Meke says 
an active trough lingering over 
the country will continue to pro-
vide heavy downpours until the 
cyclone’s arrival.

“For the west it has eased 
a bit but we expect the trough 
to intensify again tonight. We 

expect the trough to intensify 
over the group and bring in 
more rain again tonight,” he 
said.

The Fiji government has 
announced that all schools in 
the country will be closed until 
at least Wednesday.

It says schools will be avail-
able as evacuation centers.

(Source: RNZI)
PROTESTORS CHANT 

‘SAMOA NOT FOR SALE’
Prime Minister Tuilaepa 

Dr. Sa’ilele Malielegaoi was 
reminded about the fate of the 
all-powerful “King Nebuchad-
nezzar”* from the Bible at 
Salelologa late last week. 

The reminder came from 
the chants from more than two 
hundred protesters who spoke 
through signs and placards that 
“Samoa is not for Sale.” 

The protest, organized by 
the Samoa Solidarity Interna-
tional Group (S.S.I.G.), called 
on the Government to repeal 
the Land Titles Registration Act 
2008, which they claimed could 
alienate customary lands. 

Women, children, untitled 
men, fa’afafi ne and people of 
all ages took part in the protest.   

Former Member of Parlia-
ment, Leota Su’atele, led from 
the front and hailed the peaceful 
march a success. 

The Group also used the 
protest to gather signatures 
for the petition they intend to 
submit before the Parliamentary 
Committee during the public 
hearings.  

“We marched in Savai’i to 
ensure that our people start to 
ask questions and know how 
dangerous leasing our cus-
tomary lands to investors is,” 
Leota said. 

“The protest’s objective is to 
raise awareness and to inform 
the public of the threats on 
Samoa’s customary lands via 
the L.T.R.A. 2008.” 

The protest from Vaisigano 
to the Mulinu’u gravesite of 
the late Malietoa Tanumafi li II 
was to raise awareness ensuring 
customary lands were protected 
under existing laws.  

Leota told the Sunday 
Samoan the momentum gener-
ated by the protests is bad for 
the Government who is pushing 
for the legislation, but it is a 
great success for safeguarding 
the future of Samoa. 

 “Our fi ght is to repeal the 
L.T.R.A. 2008 because we 
know our Constitution has 
been violated. This March also 
serves a purpose for the for-
eigner investors that we do care 
about our lands.”  

“It is our identity and our 
treasures and if we lose it to 
mortgages, what then?”  

“Again the customary land 
lease issue should be stopped 
immediately,” said Leota. 

(Source: Samoa Observer)
HAWAII PROPOSES BILL 
TO PROHIBIT PESTICIDE 

USE

A satellite image shows the cyclone, which will be named Kala when it forms, brewing in the 
ocean to Fiji’s west.  [Photo: Fiji Meteorological Service] 

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

(Continued on page 9)
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where he told the court that he 
is a registered matai for Pago 
Pago Village Council (PPVC). 
According to Togiola, Mauga 
was also called to the stand but 
he requested more time to dis-
cuss the issue with the village 
council, and the court gave him 
that opportunity.

Alailima then told the court 
that the PPVC did not contest 
that Tuaolo is a registered matai, 
but the real issue as to why the 
matter was before the court, as 
the PPVC has the authority to 
delist him from the lease agree-
ment. He then called Tuaolo to 
the stand to testify.

While on the witness stand, 
Tuaolo, after introducing him-
self for the records, told the 
court that it was about over ten 
years since he became a regis-
tered matai of Pago Pago.

“During that time when 
you become a registered matai 
up until now, did you receive 
money from the National Park 
lease agreement?” Alalima 
asked. The witness responded, 
“Yes, and that’s the reason why 
I’m contesting now because 
I’m no longer receiving any 
more money from the lease 
agreement, and my name was 
also removed from the lease 
agreement.”Alailima asked 
Tuaolo if he understands the 
village council made the deci-
sion to remove his name was 
removed from the lease agree-
ment; and Tuaolo responded, 
“Yes.”“So you disagree with 
the village council removing 
you from the lease agreement?” 
Alailima asked the witness, and 
his response was, “Yes, I dis-
agree with the village council 
decision because my name was 
removed without committing 
any sin. I don’t know what I 
did wrong.”Tuaolo stated that 
based on his understanding, as 
an active member of the village 
council, he’s entitled to a part of 
the share from the lease agree-
ment.Alailima asked Tuaolo 
if he could recall a time when 
Fanene Fetaiaiga was removed 
from the Pago Pago village 
council. Tuaolo replied, “Yes, 
the old lady was removed before 
I came into the village council.”

“Do you know whether she 
still received any share from 
the lease agreement when she 
was removed from the vil-
lage council?” Alailima asked. 

Tuaolo replied, “I don’t have 
any business to look into that 
matter.”“In this matter, you dis-
pute because you feel that you 

also have (a right to) a share 
from the lease agreement?” 
Alailima asked. Tuaolo’s 
response was, “That’s correct. 
The total of families that should 
receive shares from the National 
Park lease agreement is 12, not 
11 as stated by PPVC.”

Alailima changed the sub-

ject, asking the witness if Chief 
Pulu [Ae Ae Jr] came to him 
trying to resolve the matter with 
the village council.

“Pulu came four times, and 
I don’t know whether he was 
acting on behalf of the village 
council or not. He just told me 
that Mauga wanted me to come 
so we could talk about this 
matter but I said no, the issue is 
now before the court,” Tuaolo 
replied.Kruse then stopped the 
proceedings and called coun-
sels to the bench. After a brief 
discussion at the bench, the 
court then called a recess and 
the meeting between the judges 
and the counsels continued in 
chambers. 
DECISION OF THE COURT

After the court meeting in 
chambers with counsels, the 
court issued an interim order 
for a further continuance in 
the matter, based on the fact 
that Alailima had just been 
retained by PPVC.“The matter 
is in court, so the dispute will be 
resolve according to the process 
of the court, unless the parties 
are able to come to a settlement 
through counsels,” Kruse said.

“What was revealed this 
morning was a settlement 
attempted by one party directly 

to the other side without the 
involvement of his lawyer, 
which is not the way we do 
things when matters come 
before the court.

“A normal situation when 
lawyers are involved, one party 
going to the other party directly 
and avoiding that party’s lawyer 
is a transgression that is subject 
to legal consequences.”

The court went on to say that 
now with counsel Alailima’s 
involvement, there is a commu-
nication link with the other side 
and if the sides want to look at 
a settlement, it must be done 
through counsel.

“Counsel Alailima was not 
here when this matter was first 
heard and he needs time to come 
up to speed through the records 
filed with the clerks office.”

The two interim orders from 
the court are: (1) “This matter is 
continued for 45 days, and coun-
sels will file a report to the court 
on the status of this matter”, 
and (2) “This is the order from 
the presiding Judge pursuant to 
statues being provided to us, the 
status quo will remain in effect 
until other order of the court.”

Tuaolo did not wish to make 
a statement when approached 
by Samoa News outside of the 

courthouse immediately after 
the hearing, but Mauga did.

When Samoa News asked 
Mauga if he’s thinking of calling 
a meeting with Tuaolo to recon-
cile differences, he said, “Yes, 
I’m planning to do something to 
make sure the differences will 
come to an end and both sides 
will reconcile according to our 
culture and Samoan way.”

When asked again why it is 
taking so long for him to recon-
cile his village, Mauga said it 
wasn’t too late to reconcile his 
village, unfortunately the matter 
is now before the court and he 
has to make sure lawyers are 
involved in whatever the vil-
lage council and Tuaolo decide 
needs to be done.

BACKGROUND
According to information 

obtained by Samoa News from 
several members of the PPVC, 
the matter that is now before the 
court likely stems from a long 
battle between Paramount Chief 
Mauga and Tuaolo. The battle 
started from a disagreement 
between members of the Pago 
Pago CCCAS Church back in 
2016, where both Mauga and 
Tuaolo are members.

Paramount Chief Mauga Tasi Asuega leaving the High Court 
after last week’s hearing. [photo by AF]

➧ Request…
Continued from page 1

(Continued on page 8)



One side of the church 
including Mauga supported the 
decision to remove the church 
minister, while the other side 
including Tuaolo disagreed 
with the decision and wanted 
their church minister to stay.

According to some who 
claim knowledge about the 
situation, the battle inside the 
church did not end there, but 
continued to fl ow out into the 
village, where Mauga alleg-
edly took the matter into his 
own hands and make a decision 
to remove the title of County 

Chief from Tuaolo without any 
solid ground that supported this 
decision.

Samoa News was present 
during the Eastern District 
meeting in December 2016 at 
Mauga guest’s house in Pago 
Pago, where Mauga kicked 
Tuaolo out of the meeting, by 
instructed him to go outside 
of the house because he was 
no long considered a matai of 
PPVC.In his response before 
he left the meeting, Tuaolo told 
Mauga he has no authority to 
kick him out of the meeting, but 
out of respect and wanting to 
keep the peace, he complied. 
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Washington, D.C. – Friday, Congresswoman 
Aumua Amata welcomed a federal grant of 
$61,555.00 to LBJ Tropical Medical Center for 
emergency children’s healthcare programs.

“I appreciate this support for health care in 
American Samoa,” said Aumua Amata. “Access 
to necessary health services can sometimes be a 
challenge in American Samoa, so federal support 
like this helps assist underrepresented children 
and children with special health needs receive 
much needed care.”

The grant was issued through the Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
as part of the Emergency Medical Services for 
Children (EMSC) Program. The EMSC Pro-

gram works to institutionalize pediatric-centered 
healthcare programs within the States and ter-
ritories. The purpose of the EMSC Partnership 
Grant is to assist States/Territories to expand 
and improve their capacity to reduce and ame-
liorate pediatric emergencies and to solidify the 
integration of a pediatric focus within local EMS 
systems.

“Thank you to the Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration for their role in supporting 
the health care needs of our island’s children,” 
continued Congresswoman Amata. 

“I also want to thank local Chief of EMS, Fua-
popo Avegalio and everyone else in the Health 
Department working on this program.”

SOUTHBOUND
ARRIVAL
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Cap Taputapu 039 SAILED --- 04/10 04/10
Polynesia 495 04/22 --- 04/27 04/27
Cap Taputapu 040 05/07 --- 05/12 05/12
Polynesia 496 05/23 --- 05/28 05/28
Cap Taputapu 041 06/08 --- 06/13 06/13

PPT N/ALOFA APIA PAGOVESSEL VOYVESSEL VOY  SEA       L/BEACH    OAK PPT       NUKUALOFA APIA PAGO
Cap Taputapu 039    TBA  SAILED SAILED SAILED    --- 04/10 04/10
Polynesia 495    TBA  04/09 04/11 04/22    --- 04/27 04/27
Cap Taputapu 040    TBA  04/24 04/26 05/07    --- 05/12 05/12
Polynesia 496    TBA  05/10 05/12 05/23    --- 05/28 05/28
Cap Taputapu 041    TBA  05/26 05/28 06/08    --- 06/13 06/13

Amata welcomes child health 
care grant for American SamoaKruse explained that when probated sentences are imposed 

there are rules with which the defendant must comply and when 
they don’t, there is no recourse except to revoke the probation.

Prosecutor Christy Dunn then asked the court to accept the rec-
ommendation by the probation offi cer to revoke probation and 
order the defendant to serve the suspended period of his detention.

“After I reviewed all of his criminal records and the circum-
stances surrounding all of his cases, the government feels that 
revoking probation is the best option,” Dunn said.

After a brief meeting by the Judges in chambers, Kruse said 
that the only option available to the court is to accept the Proba-
tion Offi ce’s recommendation to revoke the defendant’s proba-
tion and order him to serve the suspended terms of imprisonment 
which totals 27 years. 

BACKGROUND 
Police arrested Noa on December 23, 2012 for assaulting his 

wife. Police received a call from a woman claiming the defendant 
assaulted her that morning. The victim told police that Noa had 
threatened to kill her if he was arrested. 

The woman also told police that Noa was making unreason-
able noises and was yelling profanities on the road and in front of 
their neighbor’s house. The victim requested that police offi cers 
take her to the hospital, because the defendant struck her several 
times on the facial area.

Court fi lings indicate the defendant was not intoxicated at the 
time of the incident.

Police also noted in the court fi lings the defendant was acting 
disorderly while he was being interviewed and hitting his head on 
the wall repeatedly and saying he wanted to kill himself.

Noa was initially charged with several counts but under a plea 
agreement with the prosecutors, he pled guilty to four felony 
counts — burglary second degree, false imprisonment, resisting 
arrest and domestic assault in the third degree.

In June 2014, Noa was sentences to 28 months imprisonment, 
one of the conditions of his seven-year probation. 

In 2016, Noa was arrested again for assaulting his wife, where 
he was convicted of domestic assault in the second degree and 
was sentenced by the FDA court to serve a term of 12 months, one 
of the conditions of this fi ve-year probation sentence.

After serving his 12 months detention, while out, Noa was re-
arrested for not complying with conditions of his 2014 probation; 
and is now ordered by the court to serve all suspended periods of 
his detention, which total 27 years.

and then they worry that others 
won’t believe them,” Houser 
said.

After limiting the focus of 
the fi rst trial, Judge Steven 
O’Neill has been willing to let 
both sides push the retrial well 
beyond Constand’s allegations.

This time, O’Neill is letting 
prosecutors have fi ve additional 
accusers testify — including 
model Janice Dickinson — as 
they attempt to show Cosby 
made a habit of drugging and 
violating women. The judge 
allowed just one other accuser 
to take the stand last time.

“This one will be harder for 
the defense,” Levenson said. 

This time, Constand “is not 
alone, and there is strength in 
numbers.”

In another difference, the 
judge this time is letting Cos-
by’s legal team call as a witness 
a former co-worker of Con-
stand’s at Temple University 
who said Constand spoke of set-
ting up a “high-profi le person” 
so she could sue and enjoy a big 
payday. Constand’s lawyer has 
said the co-worker is lying.

The judge also decided the 
jury can hear the answer to one 
of the biggest questions hanging 
over the case: How much did 
Cosby pay Constand to settle 
her lawsuit against him more 

than a decade ago? The two 
sides agreed at the fi rst trial not 
to mention the lawsuit.

Cosby lawyer Tom 
Mesereau, who won an acquittal 
in Michael Jackson’s 2005 child 
molestation case, said the jury 
will learn “just how greedy” 
Constand was.

In a twist, the judge hinted 
that he might not allow jurors 
to hear Cosby’s lurid deposi-
tion testimony about giving 
quaaludes to women before 
sex. He said he would rule on 
it during the trial. Cosby testi-
fi ed in 2005 and 2006 as part of 
Constand’s lawsuit.

Cosby did not take the stand 
at the fi rst trial and is unlikely to 
do so this time.

Opening statements could be 
delayed while O’Neill sorts out 
allegations raised late Friday 
that a juror was heard saying 
he thought Cosby was guilty. 
Cosby’s lawyers want the man 
questioned and removed from 
the case. They also want other 
jurors questioned to see if they 
were infl uenced by the man’s 
alleged comment. Before being 
picked, all jurors swear under 
oath that they would be fair and 
impartial.

The Associated Press does 
not typically identify people 
who say they are victims of 
sexual assault unless they grant 
permission, which Constand 
and Dickinson have done.

➧ Wife beater…
Continued from page 1

➧ Opening…
Continued from page 3

Bill Cosby, center, leaves hearings for jury selection in his 
sexual assault retrial with spokesperson Andrew Wyatt, second 
right, Th ursday, April 5, 2018, at the Montgomery County 
Courthouse in Norristown, Pa.  (AP Photo/Mel Evans)

➧ Request…
Continued from page 7
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A proposed bill in the US 
state of Hawaii will prohibit the 
use of a neurotoxin called chlor-
pyrifos and impose a buffer 
zone to pesticide spraying near 
schools.The president of Hawaii 
Alliance for Progressive action 
and former state senator, Gary 
Hooser, said the bill now goes 
to the full House of Representa-
tives for a vote and if approved 
goes on to the State Senate 
before the governor signs it into 
law.Hooser said after trying 
for fi ve years to better regulate 
pesticide use, he’s optimistic of 
support.

“This bill, senate bill 3095, is 
poised to pass its fi nal hurdle. So 
its gone further than it has gone 
in any other year and it’s a strong 
measure and really a potentially 
huge accomplishment if we can 
take it the whole way in the next 
couple of weeks.”

Hooser said a rally was 
planned for next week outside 
the state capitol.

Opponents of the bill said 
pesticides were safe if they are 
used according to instructions.

(Source: RNZI)
TONGA PM SAYS RISING 
DRUG PROBLEM FAULT 

OF POLICE
The Tonga Prime Minister, 

‘Akilisi Pohiva, says his gov-
ernment cannot do anything 
about the country’s growing 
drug problem.

In confi rming a rise in crime 
by drug-infl uenced teenagers, 
Pohiva said all the power to 
arrest and charge people lay 
with the police commissioner.

He was reported by Radio 
Tonga saying the police minister 
knew whom the drug smugglers 
were but he could not act on that 
information because he had no 
authority.

Pohiva and his govern-
ment have been in a protracted 
dispute with King Tupou VI 
and the nobility claiming key 
appointments such as the police 
commissioner and attorney 
general should be made by the 
government and not the King’s 
Privy Council.

The current police commis-
sioner is New Zealander Ste-
phen Caldwell, whose salary 
is partly covered through a 
long running police aid scheme 
funded by New Zealand and 
Australia, which was set up 
after riots in Tonga in 2006.

The scheme aimed to rebuild 
the force after it had taken a bat-
tering for failing to contain the 
rioting.

Caldwell is the third New 
Zealander to hold the post in the 
last nine years.

(Source: RNZI)
DON OPELOGE WINS 

SAMOA‘S FIRST COM-
MONWEALTH MEDAL 
Samoa’s medal drought at 

the Commonwealth Games in 
the Gold Coast has fi nally been 
broken thanks to Don Opeloge 
and the Samoa Weightlifting 
Federation. 

The 18-year-old weightlifter 
won a silver medal at in the 
85kg men’s division. But the 
silver medal could have easily 
been a gold had he not missed 

his last attempt at 191kgs. 
He competed and showed 

great heart against more senior 
and experienced lifters but just 
came up short for gold. 

Opeloge lifted a personal 
best 151kg in the snatch but 
missed his fi nal two attempts at 
188kg and 191kg in the clean 
and jerk. He fi nished with a total 
of 331kg at the Carrara Sports 
Arena, seven kilograms behind 
Venkat Rahul Ragala from 
India, who also beat him to gold 
at last year’s Commonwealth 
Championships. 

Opeloge said he wanted to 
win the gold medal but made a 
mistake at a key moment. 

“I’m happy but I didn’t beat 
(the gold medalist) ... I missed 
my gold,” he told Radio New 
Zealand. 

“I think we had it (in the 
clean and jerk) but my arms 
press — that’s why there’s no 
chance for gold but it’s ok. In 
my last lift just (a) mistake to 
think about for the future to 
come to the next competition.” 

(Source: Samoa Observer)

➧ Pacifi c…
Continued from page 6

Don Opeloge (left ) with the gold and bronze medal winners.  [Samoa Observer]
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