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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

An increase in port fees and wharfage charges 
went into effect on Oct. 30th, which is when Gov. 
Lolo Matalasi Moliga signed into law legislation 
passed by the Fono. And two offi cials in the pri-
vate sector expect that these new hikes will start 
affecting consumer goods either later this month 
or early next month, in the midst of local holiday 
shopping.

In signing the bill into law, Lolo informed 
Fono leaders that port fees have not been changed 
in over 30 years, during which time the costs of 
maintenance, equipment, human resources and 
services have increased dramatically. 

“As a part of the administration’s overall rev-
enue enhancement initiative, increasing port fees 
to a more realistic level, much closer in line with 
other ports in the Pacifi c region, will help put the 
government on a more sound fi nancial position 
for which I am grateful,” he wrote and thanked 
the Fono for approving the measure (which is of 
the fi ve revenue bills submitted by the governor 
to the Fono).

The only change the Fono made to the this 
measure was deleting the provision which 
requires the Port Administration director to 
review port fees and charges every fi ve years. 

Lawmakers — as well as senior offi cials of 

the private sector who either testifi ed or sub-
mitted written letters to the Fono — believe that 
one person making decisions on port fees was 
not appropriate. However, ASG witnesses had 
explained that any proposed fee increase is sub-
ject to regulatory review, which includes public 
hearings. 

Private sector senior executives had also tes-
tifi ed or provided written statement to the Fono 
opposing the increases because such hikes would 
in the end be passed on to consumers, who would 
then spend less.

Senior offi cials of two local businesses told 
Samoa News last week that they believe the new 
increases will “seriously” affect holiday shop-
ping, especially for any shipments that came 
arrived in Pago Pago after Oct. 30th. 

Before the new increases went into effect, 
ASG collected about $4.55 million annually on 
port fees and charges, according to the ASG Rev-
enue Task Force data presented to the Fono in 
July. Under the new law, ASG is estimated to 
collect over $2.55 million in new revenue every 
year (or a total of $7.11 million annually).

The governor’s letter to the Fono regarding 
his approval of increases in port fees, gave the 
impression that the the Administration is looking 
at submitting more revenue bills next year when 
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Fiapa’ipa’i Fruean with 
crew members from Nana’s 
Construction Co. last Friday 
aft ernoon, taking a break 
from a “labor of love” to clear 
out and clean what was left  of 
the home and business opera-
tion for Tini Lam Yuen’s Fur-
niture Co. at Happy Valley in 
Tafuna, that went up in fl ames 
last Th ursday morning. See 
Samoan story in today’s Lali 
section.
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(Continued on page 4)

Increase of Port fees and 
wharfage charges signed into law

ALSO SIGNS 1% ALTERNATIVE BUSINESS MINIMUM TAX (AMBT) LEGISLATION

SILIPAS PLAYHOUSE 
DONATES $2,500 TO 

RED CROSS
On the last night of the premier of Twinderella, Poe Mageo, 

director of the Dancing Fingers Learning Center presented a 
check of $2,500 to Leilani Tilo, who accepted the donation on 
behalf of the local American Red Cross. Before the curtain went 
up, Mageo asked all the young children in the audience to come 
on stage.  He then randomly asked for their names, parents, 
schools, and teachers.  Th e audience was truly fascinated and 
anxious as each child tried to answer the questions.   Th e whole 
point of bringing the children on stage, according to Mageo, 
was to remind parents and the community about the innocence 
of childhood and the fact that children become curious about 
their surroundings; at the same time, they are eager and ready 
to learn.    Silipas Playhouse, the newly founded children’s com-
munity theatre, was Mageo’s idea to take in most of the students 
who were on his waiting list for private music lessons.  On the 
fi rst night of Twinderella, Mageo told the audience it takes 2 
hours to teach only 4 students who sign up for private, one-on-
one piano lessons; whereas with an orchestra, ensemble, and a 
theatre group, he could teach as many as 25-plus students in one 
setting. Mageo will open a children’s honors choir next spring.

 Aft er the curtain call for the outstanding cast of Twin-
derella, Miss American Samoa Matauaina Toomalatai per-
formed the taualuga. As for the cast, Mageo plans to host a 
Twinderella Trivia Party next Saturday to assess how well the 
students understood the play.  Fun questions and games will test 
their knowledge of characters, lines, confl ict, and point-of-view 
of the play.   [photo: courtesy]
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

An earthquake, which the 
US Geological Survey says 
occurred in the Tonga region 
but was close to the Samoan 
islands, prompted a “tsunami 
advisory” for American Samoa, 
as well as neighboring Samoa. 

The tremor, with a prelimi-
nary magnitude of 6.9 but later 
downgraded to 6.8, occurred 
around 10p.m last Friday, the 
same time the Pago Pago Inter-
national Airport was busy as 
Hawaiian Airlines passengers 
were preparing for the flight to 
Honolulu. 

The HAL aircraft was 
already on the ground when the 
quake occurred and departed on 
time, without any problems.

When the quake hap-
pened, some cabinet members 
were at the airport, including 
Port Administration director 
Taimalelagi Dr. Claire Pou-
mele, Police Commissioner Le’i 
Sonny Thompson, and local 
Homeland Security director 
Samana Semo Ve’ave’a. 

Many island residents, 
including those at the airport, 
felt the shake which lasted for 
several seconds. Those who felt 
the quake in the two Samoas 
took to social media to report it 
and the reactions were calls for 
prayers. 

Samoa News was informed 
around 10:45p.m. Friday that 
Samana had returned to his 

office where his staff was moni-
toring the tsunami advisory 
— working with the National 
Weather Service Office in 
Tafuna — and keeping in con-
tact with Lt. Gov. Lemanu Peleti 
Mauga, who is acting governor, 
as Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga is 
in the US for meetings. 

Not long after the quake 
occurred, a tsunami advisory 
link was posted on the webpage 
of the National Weather Service 
in Tafuna, with the first bulletin 
issued by the Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center in Hawai’i 
announcing a “tsunami advi-
sory” for American Samoa. 

The bulletin noted that the 
quake was centered about 88 
miles south of Savai’i Island 
in Samoa, and some areas may 
have experienced very strong 
shaking. Samoa News reached 
out via phone, text messages 
and emails to local residents 
living on the far west side of 
Tutuila and they confirmed 
that they felt “strong shaking” 
during the quake.  

“My family members imme-
diately went outside. It appeared 
to be a strong quake and it 
felt like a lifetime,” a Leone 
resident said via phone around 
10:06p.m. Leone was one of the 
hardest hit villages during the 
2009 tsunami, which followed 
an 8.2 magnitude quake.

The memory of the event 
remains fresh in many people’s 

Settlements have been reached in a class action lawsuit alleging that 
consumers sustained economic losses because they purchased or leased 
vehicles from various auto companies that manufactured, distributed, or 
sold vehicles containing allegedly defective airbags manufactured by Takata 
Corporation and its affiliates. The Settlements include certain vehicles made 
by Honda and Nissan (the “Subject Vehicles”). Honda and Nissan deny any 
and all allegations of wrongdoing and the Court has not decided who is right. 

If you have already received a separate recall notice for your Honda 
or Nissan vehicle and have not yet had your Takata airbag repaired, 
you should do so as soon as possible. When recalled Takata airbags 
deploy, they may spray metal debris toward vehicle occupants and 
may cause serious injury. Please see your original recall notices and  
www.AirBagRecall.com for further details.

Am I included in the proposed Settlements? The Settlements include the 
following persons and entities:

• Owners or lessees, as of September 19, 2017, of a Subject Vehicle 
that was distributed for sale or lease in the United States or any of its 
territories or possessions, and

• Former owners or lessees of a Honda Subject Vehicle that was distributed 
for sale or lease in the United States or any of its territories or possessions, 
who, between November 11, 2008 and September 19, 2017, sold or 
returned pursuant to a lease, a Subject Vehicle that was recalled before 
September 19, 2017, or

• Former owners or lessees of a Nissan Subject Vehicle that was distributed 
for sale or lease in the United States or any of its territories or possessions, 
who, between April 11, 2013 and September 19, 2017, sold or returned 
pursuant to a lease, a Subject Vehicle that was recalled before September 
19, 2017.

A full list of the Honda and Nissan Subject Vehicles can be found at  
www.AutoAirbagSettlement.com. The Settlements do not involve claims of 
personal injury.

What do the Settlements provide? Honda and Nissan have agreed to 
Settlements with a combined value of approximately $703 million, including 
a 10% credit for the Nissan Rental Car/Loaner Program and a 20% credit for 

the Honda Enhanced Rental Car/Loaner Program. The Settlement Funds will 
be used to pay for Settlement benefits and cover the costs of the Settlements 
over an approximately four-year period.

The Settlements offer several benefits for Class Members, including (1) 
payments for certain out-of-pocket expenses incurred related to a Takata 
airbag recall of a Subject Vehicle, (2) a Rental Car/Loaner Program while 
certain Subject Vehicles are awaiting repair, (3) an Outreach Program to 
maximize completion of the recall remedy, (4) additional cash payments 
to Class Members from residual settlement funds, if any remain, and (5) 
a Customer Support Program to help with repairs associated with affected 
Takata airbag inflators and their replacements. The Settlement website 
explains each of these benefits in detail. 

How can I get a Payment? You must file a claim to receive a payment during 
the first four years of the Settlements. If you still own or lease a Subject Vehicle, 
you must also bring it to an authorized dealership for the recall remedy, as 
directed by a recall notice, if you have not already done so. Visit the website 
and file a claim online or download one and file by mail. The deadline to file a 
claim will be at least one year from the date the Settlements are finalized and 
will be posted on the website when it’s known.

What are my other options? If you do not want to be legally bound by the 
Settlements, you must exclude yourself by January 8, 2018.  If you do not 
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have against Honda and 
Nissan, in exchange for certain settlement benefits. The potential available 
benefits are more fully described in the Settlements, available at the settlement 
website. You may object to the Settlements by January 8, 2018. You cannot 
both exclude yourself from, and object to, the Settlements. The Long Form 
Notices for each Settlement available on the website listed below explain 
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a fairness hearing 
on February 7, 2018 to consider whether to finally approve the Settlements 
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 30% of the total Settlement Amount 
and incentive awards of $5,000 for each of the Class Representatives. You 
may appear at the fairness hearing, either by yourself or through an attorney 
hired by you, but you don’t have to.  For more information, including the 
relief, eligibility and release of claims, in English or Spanish, call or visit the 
website below.

If you are a current or former owner or lessee of certain Honda and Nissan 
vehicles, you could get cash and other benefits from a class action settlement.

1-888-735-5596 • www.AutoAirbagSettlement.com

Important Legal Notice from the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español, llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

Earthquake prompts tsunami 
advisory for American Samoa

Utulei Village • 633-5816 (ph) • 633-5823 (fax)

Feleti Barstow Public Library

10 Month Employment Opportunity (November 2017 – September 2018)
2 Full-Time Library Assistants (Polynesian Photo Archives)
 
DUTIES:
      Primarily will be working with Polynesian Photo Archive Collections:

•	 Sorting,	numbering,	and	scanning	photographs.
•	 Shelves	cataloged	photos,	processes	and	repairs	photos	as	needed,	and	participates	in	

inventory	of	photo	collections.
•	 Works	with	patron	inquiries	and	assists	in	locating	photos	using	the	OPAC.

      May be asked to perform a variety of library support duties as:
•	 Assists	library	staff	at	circulation	desk,	children’s	room,	computer	room,	information	desk,	

technical	services,	or	other	areas	of	the	library.	May	travel	to	schools	for	outreach	programs	
with	Assistant	Librarian.

•	 Shelves	library	materials,	processes	and	repairs	library	materials,	and	participates	in	shelf	
reading	and	inventory	of	library	collection.

•	 Works	with	library	users	and	assists	in	locating	materials,	implementing	programs,	using	the	
OPAC,	and	learning	to	use	the	library	effectively.

•	 Provides	telephone	contact	to	callers	in	a	pleasant	and	professional	manner,	and	relays	
written	messages	to	library	staff	when	needed.

•	 Reports	to	Assistant	Librarian	in	charge	of	immediate	area	of	work,	and	reports	ultimately		
to	Territorial	Librarian.

•	 Other	duties	as	assigned.

REQUIRED:
•	 Good	oral	and	written	communication	skills.
•	 Fluent	in	both	English	and	Samoan	languages.
•	 Attention	to	detail.

PREFERRED:
•	 High	school	diploma,	GED,	or	combined	work	experience	and	education.
•	 Prior	experience	in	library	work.
•	 Customer	service	experience.

SALARY RANGE:
      ASG GS 5  ($5.12-$6.06 / $10,657-$12,607)

 To Apply:
 Pick	up	Employment	Application	at	Feleti	Barstow	Public	Library.	Completed	applications	and	
resume	must	be	returned	to	the	library	by	November 7, 2017.

(Continued on page 7)
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

OKERI POLEVIA
A woman who is accused of stealing merchan-

dise worth over $1,000 from a store was arrested 
by police two weeks ago.

Oketi Polevia is being charged with one count 
of stealing — a felony, punishable by not more 
than 7 years imprisonment, and/or a fine of not 
more that $5,000 or both.

The charge against Polevia stems from an 
incident that happened a few months ago, when 
she allegedly stole boxes of baby goods from the 
Vaiala Store and took them home. 

During her hearing in District Court, Polevia 
waved her rights to a preliminary examination 
hearing on Friday, and her case is now bound 
over to the High Court for arraignment. 

Polevia denied the single count against her, 
and her Pretrial Conference is scheduled for Dec. 
29.

Her attorney, Ryan Nelson requested a reduc-
tion on her $5,000 bail that was set by District 
Court Judge Fiti Sunia. Nelson told the court that 
his client has a baby that needs to be breastfed. 

He explained that since her arrest, unable to 
post bail, her husband takes the bus from their 
home to the Territorial Correctional Facility 
with the baby, leaving their minor children home 
alone — in order for the defendant to breastfeed 
the baby.

Nelson requested the court release his client 
on recognizance, so that she can continue to 
breastfeed her child and look after her other chil-
dren at home, while her husband is looking for a 
job to take care of their family. He told the court 
that his client is not a flight risk, she has no inten-
tion to leave American Samoa, because she has a 

family to look after. 
After reviewing the defense’s motions, Judge 

Sunia reduced Polevia’s bond at the amount of 
$2,500. If she can post her bond, the Court has 
ordered her to comply with all of the conditions 
of her release, especially the condition mohave no 
contact with government’s witnesses, including 
the owner and the employees of the store that was 
allegedly affected by her action.

SUAUUPAIA LUCIANO AMITUANA’I
A 26-year-old man who was accused for 

stealing money from a businessman by stealing 
his checks and forging his signature told the court 
that the accusations against him are all true.

Suauupaia Amituana’i was initially charged 
by the American Samoa government with two 
separate criminal cases. 

In his first case, Amituana’i was charged 
with stealing, forgery and fraud — all felonies. 
Each count is punishable by not more than 7 
years imprisonment, and/or a fine of not more 
than $5,000 or both. For his second case, he was 
charged with attempted stealing and resisting 
arrest — all felonies, and two misdemeanor 
charges of third degree assault.

However, under a plea agreement with the 
government, which was accepted by the Court 
last week, the defendant pled guilty to forgery, 
a class C felony, punishable by not more than 7 
years imprisonment, and/or a fine of not more 
than $5,000 or both; and resisting arrest, a class 
D felony, punishable by not more than 5 years 
imprisonment, and/or a fine of not more than 
$5,000 or both.

During his guilty pleas, Amituana’i admitted 
to the Court that on or about May 28th, 2017 in 
American Samoa, he signed a check from the 

(Continued on page 10)
The “Most Creative Female Polynesian” tattoo at this year’s 

Tisa’s Tattoo Fest is a goat, by Otto Jonigkeit. [photo: courtesy]
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages 

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our email 
news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 4pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Utulei, American Samoa – 
November 1, 2017 – Visitors to 
the Tramway site in Utulei will 
notice the area has been given a 
facelift. 

The repairs and upgrades at 
the Tramway site are part of an 
ongoing effort to improve the 
local tourism infrastructure, 
with an emphasis on eco & heri-
tage tourism.  

“Ecotourism and heritage 
tourism are natural fi ts for 
American Samoa as our land-
scape is full of potential.” says 
Historic Preservation Offi cer 
David Herdrich.  

“A working group that con-
sists of members from my 
offi ce, American Samoa Visi-
tors Bureau, Department of 
Commerce and National Park 
Service has been meeting reg-
ularly to identify opportuni-
ties to add to our list of tourist 
attractions. The tramway and 
Fagaloa trail system are the fi rst 
projects we decided to work on. 
Other projects include restoring 
the Fagatogo Hydroelectric 
Building, making signifi cant 
improvements to the WWII 
Heritage Trail in Utulei, and 
working to improve the appear-
ance of the Historic District in 
downtown Fagatogo. 

All of these projects are 
being done in partnership with 
our group and with assistance 
from the Department Parks & 
Recreation, American Samoa 
Power Authority, and Depart-
ment Public Works and private 
business All Star Signs. We 
will continue to keep the public 
updated as these projects take 
hold,” said Director Herdrich. 

“We also want to know what 
the public wants us to do to 
enhance our tourism infrastruc-
ture. We are open to new ideas 
and I encourage the public and 
private sector to contact us to be 

partners with us in improving 
the Territory and the quality of 
life for everyone who lives here 
and visits us.” 

The work being completed 
at the Tramway site includes a 
recently installed trailhead sign 
for the World War II Heritage 
Trail, replacement of interpre-
tive panels at the tram structure 
and commemorative monu-
ment, complete landscaping and 
cleaning of the site, and repairs 
to the concrete stairway and 
path leading up to the lookout 
fale.  

“We’d like to thank everyone 
who is involved with this col-
laboration to enhance this 
great public space”, said David 
Vaeafe, Executive Director 
for the American Samoa Visi-
tors Bureau. “We have started 
our busy summer cruise ship 
season, so visitors are going to 
enjoy the improvements being 
made to these sites.”

 “This is a great time for 
American Samoa.  The more 
visitors who land on our shores, 
the greater the potential is for 
new money to enter into our 
economy.” stated DOC Territo-
rial Planner Michael McDonald. 
“December is also a very strong 
month for tourism as families 
return home for the holidays.  

Having a suffi cient amount 
of appealing tourist attractions 
to fi ll our visitor’s calendar is 
important if we are to further 
grow our visitor numbers. Pago 
Pago Harbor is one of the most 
beautiful sites in the region and 
the tramway site in Utulei is one 
of the best venues to witness its 
beauty.” said McDonald.

For more information 
regarding the ongoing efforts to 
improve our tourism infrastruc-
ture, call ASHPO at 699-2316, 
DOC at 633-3050, or ASVB at 
699-9805.

Tramway site in Utulei gets 
facelift to improve local 
Tourism Infrastructure 

Historic Preservation Offi  ce David Herdrich, at the tramway site in Utulei which recently under-
went repairs and upgrades as part of an ongoing eff ort to improve the local tourism infrastructure.

 [photo: ASHPO]

the Fono convenes in January 
for the 3rd regular session of the 
35th Legislature. 

“We look forward to working 
with the Fono leadership on fur-
ther revenue enhancement and 
individual tax relief measures” 
before the start of the 3rd reg-
ular session, Lolo wrote. 

The administration, already 
has one individual-tax relief 
measure pending in the Fono, 
and that is upgrading the indi-
vidual income tax table. The 
Senate had swiftly passed its 
version of the bill during the 
2nd regular session and sent it 
to the House where it remains 
in committee along with the 
House version. 

Meanwhile, the governor 
also informed Fono leaders — 

in a separate Oct. 30th letter 
— that he has signed into law 
the establishment of a 1% alter-
native business minimum tax 
(AMBT) legislation, which 
goes into effect on Jan. 1, 2018.

ASG had claimed that many 
businesses have avoided paying 
their fair share of corporate 
taxes despite posting substantial 
annual gross revenues year after 
year. 

Therefore, ASG argued, the 
establishment of an AMBT is 
in the public interest as it will 
ensure that all corporations pay 
a fair share of corporate taxes.

Private sector executives 
have argued against the mea-
sure, saying that the AMBT 
punishes honest businesses 
that pay their corporate taxes 

and suggested that the ASG 
Tax Offi ce conduct audits of 
businesses suspected of being 
dishonest. 

According to the bill, busi-
nesses that start up during 
a given taxable year will be 
exempt from the AMBT for the 
initial taxable year and the fol-
lowing taxable year only. The 
AMBT does not apply to non-
profi t corporations. ASG esti-
mates to collect about $2.3 mil-
lion under the AMBT.

Samoa News will report 
during the week on two other 
Administration bills — changes 
to the miscellaneous excise 
tax and FY 2018 supplemental 
appropriation — which were 
vetoed by the governor. 

➧ Increase of Port fees…
Continued from page 1

SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 
The Saudi-led coalition fi ghting 
in Yemen closed off the land, 
sea and air ports to the Arab 
world’s poorest country early 
Monday after a rebel-fi red bal-
listic missile targeted Riyadh, 
blaming the launch on Iran and 
warning it could be “considered 
as an act of war.”

The coalition’s statement 
ramps up tensions between 
the ultraconservative Sunni 
kingdom and its Shiite rival 
Iran, both of which have inter-
ests in Yemen’s yearslong con-
fl ict. The bloodshed continued 
Sunday as an Islamic State-
claimed militant attack in Aden 
killed at least 17 people.

In a statement, the coali-
tion accused Iran of supplying 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels and their 
allies with the missile launched 
Saturday toward the Saudi capi-
tal’s international airport.

Iran has backed the rebels, 
but denies arming them. The 
Houthi militants have said their 

Volcano-variant ballistic mis-
sile is locally produced.

The Saudi-led coalition’s 
statement said the closures 
would be temporary and “take 
into account” the work of 
humanitarian and aid organiza-
tions. The war has claimed more 
than 10,000 lives and driven the 
Arab world’s poorest country to 
the brink of famine.

The Saudi-led coalition 
launched a wave of airstrikes 
— starting overnight and con-
tinuing until noon Sunday — on 
the rebel-held capital, Sanaa, 
apparently in response to the 
ballistic missile. Saudi Arabia 
said it shot down the missile, 
with fragments landing in an 
uninhabited area north of the 
capital.

The coalition threatened 
Iran with a possible retaliatory 
strike.

“Iran’s role and its direct 
command of its Houthi proxy in 
this matter constitutes a clear act 
of aggression that targets neigh-

boring countries, and threatens 
peace and security in the region 
and globally,” the statement 
said. “Therefore, the coalition’s 
command considers this a bla-
tant act of military aggression 
by the Iranian regime, and could 
rise to be considered as an act 
of war against the kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia.”

The statement added: “The 
coalition command also affi rms 
that the kingdom reserves its 
right to respond to Iran in the 
appropriate time and manner.”

There was no immediate 
response from Iran, though 
Iran’s defense minister, Gen. 
Amir Hatami, earlier denied 
his country was involved in the 
launch.

“Does anyone ask the United 
States what are you giving to 
Saudi Arabia?” he was quoted 
by the semi-offi cial ISNA news 
agency as saying Sunday. The 
U.S. has offered logistical and 
targeting support to the Saudi-
led coalition.

Saudi-led coalition warns Iran 
over Yemen missile launch
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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— Asian markets slipped 
on Monday as weaker-than-
expected U.S. jobs fi gures 
dented sentiment. 

Investors were also keeping 
an eye on President Donald 
Trump’s visit to Asia, where 
he is expected to discuss North 
Korean nuclear issues with 
leaders in the region.

KEEPING SCORE: 
Japan’s Nikkei 225 was fl at at 
22,541.55, while South Korea’s 
Kospi dropped 0.9 percent to 
2,536.27. 

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
index slumped 1.4 percent to 
28,214.79 and the Shanghai 
Composite Index fell 0.3 per-
cent to 3,361.21. Australia’s 
S&P/ASX 200 dipped 0.2 
percent to 5,948.40. Stocks in 
Southeast Asia were mixed.

TRUMP IN TOKYO: Trump 
is on his fi rst presidential visit 
to Asia this week with Japan as 
his fi rst stop. In his remarks to 
business leaders in Japan’s cap-
ital, Trump emphasized that the 
U.S. has massive trade defi cits 
with Japan and that he hopes to 
turn that around. 

He also said his decision to 
pull the U.S. out of the Trans-
Pacifi c Partnership trade deal 
will prove “to be right.” 

Trump is due to visit South 
Korea, China, Vietnam and the 
Philippines in coming days. 

While denuclearizing North 
Korea is to top his agenda 
during the visits, trade and 
business issues will also be 
discussed.

ANALYST’S TAKE: 
“While we have very light 
U.S. economic diary this week, 
there will be no lack of political 
bluster as the U.S. tax reform 
debate rages while Trump deals 
with North Korean nuclear 
ambitions and regional trade 
relations during his whirlwind 
tour of Asia,” Stephen Innes, 
head of trading at OANDA, 
said in a daily commentary. 
“But make no mistake the focus 
is squarely on North Korea 
headlines.”

U.S. JOBS: On Friday, 
U.S. employers added fewer-
than-expected 261,000 jobs in 
October, and the unemployment 
rate dipped to 4.1 percent, its 
lowest level in nearly 17 years. 

But wage growth was 
also weaker than economists 
forecast. 

Average hourly earnings 
were up 2.4 percent from a 
year earlier, a slowdown from 
September’s 2.8 percent rate. 
Analysts said the below-expec-
tations jobs fi gures did not 
dent expectations for a Federal 
Reserve rate hike in December.

WALL STREET: U.S. 
stocks fi nished higher on Friday 
driven by technology stocks. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
rose 0.3 percent to 2,587.84. 
The Dow Jones industrial 

average advanced 0.1 percent 
to 23,539.19 and the Nasdaq 
composite climbed 0.7 percent 
to 6,764.44.

OIL: Benchmark U.S. crude 
rose 11 cents to $55.75 per barrel 
in electronic trading on New 
York Mercantile Exchange. 

The contract jumped $1.10 
to settle at $55.64 per barrel on 
Friday, its highest settlement 
price since July 2015.

 Brent crude, the interna-
tional standard, gained 20 cents 
to $62.27 per barrel. On Friday, 
it rose $1.45 to $62.07 per 
barrel.

CURRENCIES: The U.S. 
dollar strengthened to 114.36 
Japanese yen from 114.05 yen 
while the euro rose to $1.1615 
from $1.1609.

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

MILITARY FAMILY APPRECIATION MONTH IN AMERICAN SAMOA
For generations, brave Soldiers from American Samoa have stepped forward and answered our country’s call 
to serve in our Armed Forces.  With honor and distinction, our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen fight to defend the principles upon which our Republic was founded so that we might live in a 
freer and more prosperous world.  Behind these courages Soldiers stand spouses, children and parents who 
give up precious time with their loved ones, bearing the burden of long deployments and difficult moves, and 
oftentimes putting their careers on hold.  During Military Family Month, we salute the families of those who 
proudly are a part of our Nation’s unbroken chain of patriots for their unwavering devotion, and we renew our 
sacred vow to uphold our promise to our troops, our veterans and their families.
Our military would not be the greatest in the world without the strength and support of the loved ones who 
stand alongside our men and women in uniform.  While our service members are fighting to secure the values 
we cherish and defend our homeland, their spouses keep their households running, sometimes through 
multiple deployments.  Spouses of the in the military are often forced to relocate across the country leaving 
behind and being separated from loved ones.  They are our sons, daughters, fellow citizens and neighbors; in 
their service to their families and the United States of America.
American Samoa has a solemn obligation to support and care for the members of our military and their 
families - from their first day of training until they conclude their service.  Through First Lady Cynthia Malala-
Molina and the late Mrs. Pohakalani Mauga’s support of Family Programs in american Samoa, we have worked 
with both the public and private sectors to ensure service members, veterans, Survivors of Fallen Soldiers and 
their families have the tools they need to succeed throughout their lives.
We must always be there for our service members and their families - just as they are there for us.  Through the 
thickest of fights and the darkest of nights, our extraordinary military American Samoa families - our heroes 
on the home front - stand alongside our patriots in uniform, and in their example we see the very best of our 
country’s spirit.  This month, let us thank them for their tremendous devotion to duty and for their unyielding 
sacrifice.  Let us honor also the families of our Fallen To a o Samoa for their loss, sacrifice, resolve, resiliency 
and patriotism.  Let us uphold our solemn responsibility to honor and appreciate our military families in 
American Samoa.
NOW THEREFORE, I, Lolo Matalasi Moliga, Governor of American Samoa, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and the laws of American Samoa, do hereby proclaim November 2017 as Military 
Family Month.  I encourage all of American Samoa to honor military families through private actions and 
public service for the tremendous contributions they make in support of our service members and our Nation.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 30th of October in the year of our Lord two 
thousand seventeen.

Asian stocks down 
after weak US jobs, 

as Trump trip in focus 
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SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas (AP) — A man dressed 
in black tactical-style gear and 
armed with an assault rifle 
opened fire inside a church in a 
small South Texas community 
on Sunday, killing 26 people 
and wounding about 20 in what 
the governor called the dead-
liest mass shooting in the state’s 
history. The dead ranged in age 
from 5 to 72 years old.

Authorities didn’t iden-
tify the attacker during a news 
conference Sunday night, but 
two other officials — one a 
U.S. official and one in law 
enforcement — identified him 
as Devin Kelley. They spoke 
to The Associated Press on the 
condition of anonymity because 
they weren’t authorized to dis-
cuss the investigation. The U.S. 
official said Kelley lived in a 
San Antonio suburb and didn’t 
appear to be linked to orga-
nized terrorist groups. Inves-
tigators were looking at social 
media posts Kelley made in the 
days before Sunday’s attack, 
including one that appeared to 
show an AR-15 semiautomatic 
weapon. An Air Force spokes-
woman said Sunday night that 
Devin P. Kelley received a bad-
conduct discharge from the Air 
Force for allegedly assaulting 
his spouse and child, and was 
sentenced to 12 months’ con-
finement after a 2012 court-
martial. Kelley served in Logis-
tics Readiness at Holloman Air 
Force Base in New Mexico 
from 2010 until his discharge, 
spokeswoman Ann Stefanek 
said. At the news conference, 
the attacker was described only 
as a white man in his 20s who 
was wearing black tactical gear 
and a ballistic vest when he 
pulled into a gas station across 
from the First Baptist Church 
around 11:20 a.m.

The gunman crossed the 
street and started firing a Ruger 
AR rifle at the church, said 
Freeman Martin, a regional 
director of the Texas Depart-
ment of Safety, then continued 
firing after entering the white 
wood-frame building, where 
an 11 a.m. service was sched-
uled. As he left, the shooter was 
confronted by an armed resi-
dent who “grabbed his rifle and 
engaged that suspect,” Martin 
said. A short time later, the 
suspect was found dead in his 
vehicle at the county line.

Several weapons were found 
inside the vehicle and Martin 
said it was unclear if the attacker 
died of a self-inflicted wound or 
if he was shot by the resident 
who confronted him. He said 
investigators weren’t ready 
to discuss a possible motive. 
Martin said 23 of the dead were 
found in the church, two were 
found outside and one died after 
being taken to a hospital.

Addressing the news con-
ference, Gov. Greg Abbott 
called the attack the worst mass 

shooting in Texas history.
“There are no words to 

describe the pure evil that we 
witnessed in Sutherland Springs 
today,” Abbott said. “Our 
hearts are heavy at the anguish 
in this small town, but in time 
of tragedy, we see the very best 
of Texas. May God comfort 
those who’ve lost a loved one, 
and may God heal the hurt in 
our communities.”Among those 
killed was the church pastor’s 
14-year-old daughter, Anna-
belle Pomeroy. Pastor Frank 
Pomeroy, and his wife, Sherri, 
were both out of town in two 
different states when the attack 
occurred, Sherri Pomeroy wrote 
in a text message to the AP.

“We lost our 14-year-old 
daughter today and many 
friends,” she wrote. “Neither of 
us has made it back into town 
yet to personally see the devas-
tation. I am at the charlotte air-
port trying to get home as soon 
as i can.” Federal law enforce-
ment swarmed the small rural 
community of a few hundred 
residents 30 miles southeast of 
San Antonio after the attack, 
including ATF investigators 
and members of the FBI’s evi-
dence collection team.

At least 16 wounded were 
taken to hospitals, hospital 
officials said, including eight 
taken by medical helicopter 
to the Brooke Army Medical 
Center. Another eight victims 
were taken to Connally Memo-
rial Medical Center, located in 
Floresville about 10 miles from 
the church, including four who 
were later transferred to Univer-
sity Hospital in San Antonio for 
higher-level care, said spokes-
woman Megan Posey.

Hunter Green, 16, normally 
attends the church with his girl-
friend but they skipped Sunday 
after a late date night. Attending 
a candlelight vigil hours later, 
he described the building as 
having only small exits on the 
side and in the back that would 
have made it very difficult to 
flee a shooter entering the front 
door.

“They wouldn’t have had 
anywhere to go,” Green said.

Alena Berlanga, a Floresville 
resident who was monitoring 
the chaos on a police scanner 
and in Facebook community 
groups, said everyone knows 
everyone else in the sparsely 
populated county.

“This is horrific for our tiny 
little tight-knit town,” Berlanga 
said. “Everybody’s going to be 
affected and everybody knows 
someone who’s affected.”

Regina Rodriguez, who 
arrived at the church a couple of 
hours after the shooting, walked 
up to the police barricade and 
hugged a person she was with. 
She said her father, 51-year-old 
Richard Rodriguez, attends the 
church every Sunday, and she 
hadn’t been able to reach him. 
She said she feared the worst.

WE’RE HIRING!
Position: MERCHANDISING REP
Responsibilities:  

•	 Daily	stock	merchandising	for	store	shelves
•	 Set	up	and	maintenance	of	displays
•	 Point	of	Sale	(bin)	assembly
•	 Following	planograms
•	 Communicating	with	store	staff	and	owners
•	 Daily	detailed	reporting	(emails	&	forms)

Requirements: 	
•	 Valid	ID	&	Social	Security
•	 Must	have	a	valid	Driver’s	License	(Private/Commercial)
•	 Must	be	computer	literate
•	 Honest	&	Reliable
•	 Organized	&	Enthusiastic
•	 Self-Motivated	&	Friendly
•	 Able	to	work	unsupervised

Apply	in	person	at	our	office	in	Tafuna,	Fagaima	Road	across	Hong	Laundromat.	
Only	applicants	required	for	interview	will	be	contacted	after	reviewing	applications.	
Please	call	699-8086	or	699-8297	for	details	on	location	only!

American Samoa Shipyard  
Services Authority (ASSSA)

Employment Opportunity!
PROCUREMENT OFFICER 

The American Samoa Shipyard Services Authority (ASSSA) is a semi-autonomous and public 
Authority, which provides direct services in support of our local fishing and maritime industries 
via repairs and maintenance of vessels. In that regards, ASSSA represents a critical link to the local 
economy, which embodies two/thirds of the Territory’s private sector economic activities. Thus, 
ASSSA is seeking to hire a full time Procurement Officer, who will exercise management and 
control over purchases and required service contracts for the Shipyard. 
Working Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30am – 4:00pm
Full time position and salary commensurate with education level, years of experience and 
credentials specific in the field. 
Essential Duties: 

•   Contact vendors, local or off-island for purchasing 
•   Provide quotes from vendors for pending purchases 
•   Create Purchase Orders, make Statements 
•   Reconcile Purchase Orders, receipts, invoices for payment 
•   Receive & log merchandise information into computer 
•   Assist in Collection calls and collections log management 
•   Managing incoming and outgoing mail 
•   Inventory checks and accountability 
• Ability to write bidding specs & contracts for Professional Services 
• Other general office duties  

Job Requirements  
• At least 2 years’ experience in Procurement, knowledge of basic concepts, practices and 

procedures 
•   Associates or Bachelor’s degree in business related field 
•   Candidate must be proficient with Quickbooks Enterprise 14.0 
• Knowledge of modern office practices, administrative and clerical procedures, excellent  

interpersonal skills and good oral and written communication skills. 
•   Proficient in Word and Excel 
•   Accuracy and attention to detail. 
•   Aptitude with numbers and well organized

Interested Applicants can contact Adrian Alama Povalu , Human Resource Consultant  
@ 684-644-4123 for details.
Deadline: “Continuous recruitment until a sufficient applicant is found.”

AS Shipyard Services Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer

26 killed in church 
attack in Texas’ dead-

liest mass shooting 

(Continued on page 9)
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minds.
Another resident who 

responded by text message 
said, “The quake lasted a long 
time and it was frightening; 
my family was concerned but 
thankfully, no tsunami for the 
Samoan islands.”

The Tsunami Warning 
Center bulletin provided an 
estimated time of arrival of 
waves for shoreline villages 
of America Samoa, starting at 
10:18p.m., at Amanave, Leone, 
Fagamalo and Tafuna.  The 
second bulletin was issued 
around 10:31p.m., noting 
that the tsunami advisory was 
still in effect. It was just after 
11p.m. that the ‘all clear’ mes-
sage went out. 

As of Saturday afternoon, 
there have been no local reports 
of damages caused by the 
quake.  

In The High Court 
of American Samoa

TRIAL DIVISION
PR NO. 42-17

Published: 10/26, 10/31 & 11/16/17

CLERK OF COURTS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a petition for letters 
testamentary has been filed in the High Court of 
American Samoa, Territory of American Samoa 
by ALEX BRISKI for the Estate of SIFOA LOA 
(deceased) who died on May 8, 1960 in American 
Samoa. 
A hearing on the petition will be held on November 
16, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. before the Trial Division of 
the High Court of American Samoa at the Court-
house in Fagatogo, American Samoa. All heirs of 
SIFOA LOA and other interested parties may ap-
pear before the court on said date to respond to 
this petition. 

In the Matter of the Estate of
SIFOA LOA

BY:  ALEX BRISKI

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR LETTERS 

TESTAMENTARY WITH 
WILL ATTACHED

Petitioner

Deceased

Dated: October 25, 2017

           ALOFAAGA AOFA’I                          ALOFAAGA AOFA’I
1.  Rev. Enesi Enesi & Faletua ......................................$500.00 22.  Leuma Potasi & Fanau ..............................................$1,000.00 
2.  Rep. Vailoata Amituana’i ..........................................$100.00 23. Feliciano Inc. ...............................................................$200.00 
3.  Rep. Toeaina Faufano Autele ...................................$300.00 24.  Suafa Fa’asulu ...........................................................$100.00
4.  Rep. Fetu Fetui Jr. ....................................................$250.00 25.  Caroline Galea’i .........................................................$50.00
5.  Rep. Florence Saulo .................................................$100.00 26.  Patrick N. Tuvale ........................................................$100.00
6.  Rep. Samuel Ioka Meleisea ......................................$100.00 27.  John Maiava ...............................................................$100.00
7.  Dr. Fanuatele To’afa Vaiaga’e ..................................$150.00 28.  Lisi Theno ...................................................................$100.00
8.  Tofa To’oto’o, Komesina Le’I Sonny Thompson ....$300.00 29.  Mariamene Sala Malae ..............................................$300.00
9.  Dr. Talauega Samasoni Asaeli .................................$100.00 30.  Sofa’I Faumuina .........................................................$50.00
10.  Tofa Fa’auaa Elisara, Katerina & Fanau ...............$200.00 31.  Loi Taiapisi & Fanau ..................................................$600.00
11.  Fa’atonu, Malaepule, Fuega. Moliga .....................$300.00 32.  Sauituamaali’i Ifopo ...................................................$50.00
12.  Dr. Faiese Talafu & Well Baby Clinic, Tafuna .......$300.00 33.  Christina Leatimua ....................................................$100.00
13.  Mr. & Mrs. Sofa Seumalo ........................................$200.00	 34.		Taua	Ali’itaeao	Ofisa ..................................................$100.00
14.  Dr. Dottie Aga-Tuisamatatele .................................$100.00 35.  Tufa Tiatia ...................................................................$50.00
15.  Dr. Johnny & Dr. Lisa Mapu ...................................$100.00 36.  Joseph, Farahola & Baby Jarahlyn Tauiliili .............$300.00
16.  Dr. Junella Boat ......................................................$200.00 37.  Elisa Ongosia .............................................................$200.00
17.  Dr. Lentoy Matagi ....................................................$100.00 38.  Raisa & Baby Tatu Ongosia-Lili’u ............................$200.00
18.  Dr. Sheri Vasai-Ta’ase & Suaese Ta’ase ...............$100.00 39.  Kboye Ongosia ..........................................................$200.00
19.  Dr. Teresa Atuatasi .................................................$100.00 40.  Ferinah Tanu ..............................................................$200.00
20.  Dr. Tofoipupu Mageo ..............................................$100.00 41.  3-C Aloese ..................................................................$100.00
21.  Fuimaono Masina & Fanau ....................................$200.00

EKALESIA FEAGAIGA FOU  
MAFUTAGA A TINA  

LAUMUA I FAGALELE OTTOVILLE, TAFUNA

I le ava tele e tatau ai,
Tina o le Galuega, Mafutaga A Tina, Ekalesia-Feagaiga Fou

FA’AFETAI! FA’AFETAI! FA’AFETAI TELE LAVA!
Avea ia lenei avanoa fa’aauro, e momoli atu ai agaga faafetai o lo matou Tina o le Galuega, Faletua ia Matalasi Ta’amu, Tina 
Ta’ita’i, Ofisa, ma le mamalu o lenei Mafutaga a Tina O Le Ekalesia, Feagaiga Fou.    Fa’afetai i le tamaoaiga e ala i la outou foa’i 
tupe sa fesoasoani ai a’o matou fa’atalauula atu aua le totogiina o Nofoa o lo matou Malumalu Tapua’i.  O se miti na oloolo 
pitova’a ai i le tele o aso ma tausaili se laolao a’o ni  mo’omo’oga i le fia fai mea sili mo Le Atua ma lana Galuega.  Ua tini lau o le 
faamoemoe, e pei o Upu i Faiva o Vai.  O fa’amanuiaga mai Le Atua Pulepule Tetele e ala i a matou Paaga, Uo, Au Meamamae, 
aemaise nai Aiga Pele, ua fa’amaeaina ai le totogiina o Nofoa o le Malumalu Tapua’i, a’o se viiga e faafo’i i le Tupu Silisili. O le 
saafi a Ruta ina ua agalelei se tasi ia te ia, “Ia totogi Le Ali’i i lau galuega, ia tu’uina ai ia te oe se taui tele mai Le Ali’i, Le Atua o 
Isaraelu, ua e sau e fa’atuatua i lalo o ona apaau.”  Aua nei ia tei tatou, aua nei ia tei tatou, a ia tuuina atu le viiga i Le Atua e le 
aunoa.  
Ia fa’amanuia le Atua i ou faiva alofilima ma au fatuaiga tausi o e feagai ai.  Ia ola fo’i lenei Mafutaga a Tina, i le alofa o le Atua. 

AOFA’I:          $8,300.00

Th e “star” seen in this screen shot from the US Geological Survey website indicates the center of the 6.8 magnitude earthquake that 
occurred around 10p.m. Friday in American Samoa, Saturday night in Samoa. See story for details. [photo: FS]

➧ Earthquake…
Continued from page 2

Offi cials: Possible 
tornado injures 8
in small Ohio city

CELINA, Ohio (AP) — At 
least eight people have been 
injured after a possible tornado 
tore through a small Ohio city.

Mercer County offi cials say 
six people were hurt at a restau-
rant in Celina (suh-LEYE’-nuh) 
that was damaged on Sunday 
during the severe weather.

 One person was hurt at 
another business, and one was 
injured in a car crash after a 
utility pole fell.

None of the injuries are 
believed to be life-threatening.

The National Weather 
Service says it will conduct 
a storm survey on Monday. 
The weather service says it’s 
expected that two separate tor-
nadoes struck the county, with 
the strongest hitting Celina’s 
business district.
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Church member Nick Uhlig, 
34, wasn’t at Sunday’s service, 
but he said his cousins were at 
the church and that his family 
was told at least one of them, 
a woman with three children 
and pregnant with another, was 
among the dead. “We just gath-
ered to bury their grandfather on 
Thursday,” he said, shaking his 
head. “This is the only church 
here. We have Bible study, 
men’s Bible study, vacation 
Bible school. Somebody went 
in and started shooting.” Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who was 
in Japan, called the shooting 
an “act of evil” and said he 
was monitoring the situation. 
“We’re shocked. Shocked and 
dismayed,” said state Sen. Judith 
Zaffirini, a Laredo Democrat 
whose district includes Suther-
land Springs, a rural community 
known for its peanut festival, 
which was held last month. 
“It’s especially shocking when 
it’s such a small, serene area. 
These rural areas, they are so 
beautiful and so loving.” Later 
Sunday, two sheriff’s vans 
were parked outside the gate 
of a cattle fence surrounding 
the address listed for Kelley on 
the rural, western outskirts of 
New Braunfels, north of San 
Antonio, preventing a group 
of waiting journalists from 
entering. Officials from the 
Comal County Sherriff’s Office 
and the Texas Rangers declined 
to comment or say if they had 
raided his home. Ryan Albers, 
16, who lives across the road 
said he heard intensifying gun-
fire coming from that direction 
in recent days.

“It had to be coming from 
somewhere pretty close,” 
Albers said. “It was definitely 
not just a shotgun or someone 
hunting. It was someone using 
automatic weapon fire.”

The church has posted 
videos of its Sunday services on 
a YouTube channel, raising the 
possibility that the shooting was 
captured on video. In a video of 
its Oct. 8 service, a congregant 
who spoke and read Scripture 
pointed to the Oct. 1 Las Vegas 
shooting a week earlier as evi-
dence of the “wicked nature” of 
man. That shooting left 58 dead 
and more than 500 injured.

Until Sunday, the deadliest 
mass shooting in Texas had 
been a 1991 attack in Killeen, 
when a mentally disturbed 
man crashed his pickup truck 
through a restaurant window at 
lunchtime and started shooting 
people, killing 23 and injuring 
more than 20 others. The Uni-
versity of Texas was the site of 
one of the most infamous mass 
shootings in American his-
tory, when U.S. Marine sniper 
Charles Whitman climbed the 
Austin campus’ clock tower 
in 1966 and began firing on 
stunned people below, killing 
13 and wounding nearly three 
dozen others. He had killed his 
wife and mother before heading 
to the tower, one victim died a 
week later and medical exam-
iners eventually attributed a 
17th death to Whitman in 2001.

TOKYO (AP) — President 
Donald Trump says a Texas 

church shooting that left 26 
dead was an “act of evil” and 
promised his administration’s 
full support to the investigation.

Speaking to U.S. and Japa-
nese business leaders in Tokyo 
on Monday during his Asian 
trip, Trump expressed his 
sorrow over what he called a 
“horrific shooting” at a “place 
of sacred worship.”

Trump said that “our hearts 
are broken but in dark times — 
and these are dark times — such 
as these, Americans do what 
they do best.” He said Ameri-
cans will pull together to help 
the suffering and he pledged to 
continue monitoring the investi-
gation during his lengthy Asian 
tour. The attack happened 
Sunday morning when a man 
dressed in black tactical-style 
gear and armed with an assault 
rifle opened fire inside a church 
in a small South Texas com-
munity, killing 26 people and 
wounding at least 16 others in 
what the governor called the 
deadliest mass shooting in the 
state’s history.
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Law enforcement officials works at the scene of a fatal shooting at the First Baptist Church in 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017.  (Nick Wagner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)

➧ 26 killed in Church…
Continued from page 6



BRUSSELS (AP) — Ousted 
Catalan president Carles Puig-
demont and four close separatist 
allies regained their freedom at 
the end of a tumultuous Sunday 
that started when they surren-
dered in Brussels to face pos-
sible extradition to Spain for 
allegedly plotting a rebellion.

But a Brussels investigative 
judge quickly ruled there was 

no reason to put the fi ve politi-
cians behind bars and released 
them on condition they stay in 
Belgium and attend their court 
sessions within two weeks.

Hours after the former Cat-
alan regional president and 
four ex-ministers turned them-
selves in to Belgian authori-
ties, Puigdemont’s party put 
him forward as its leader for 
an upcoming regional election 
called by the Spanish govern-
ment — meaning he could end 
up vocally heading a campaign 
from Brussels while he fi ghts a 
forced return to Spain.

The decision was rife with 
implications for Spain and 
political consequences for 
Catalonia, the restive Spanish 
region fi ghting Madrid for 
independence.

The fi ve Catalan politi-
cians who fl ed to Belgium after 
Spanish authorities removed 
them from offi ce Oct. 28 were 
taken into custody Sunday 
on European arrest warrants 
issued after they failed to show 
up in Madrid last week for 
questioning.

In Belgium, even the pros-
ecutor didn’t think it was nec-
essary to detain the fi ve after 
Puigdemont made it amply 
clear he would fully cooperate 
with Belgian authorities.

“The request made this after-
noon by the Brussels’ Prosecu-
tor’s Offi ce for the provisional 
release of all persons sought has 
been granted by the investiga-
tive judge,” a statement from 
the prosecutor’s offi ce said.

The offi ce said the whole 
extradition process could take 
more than 60 days, well past the 
Dec. 21 date set for the regional 
election in Catalonia.

Puigdemont and the four ex-
ministers left for Belgium last 
week as the Spanish govern-
ment, seeking to quash Catalan 
separatists’ escalating steps to 
secede, applied constitutional 
authority to take over running 
the region.

The offi cials said they 
wanted to make their voices 
heard in the heart of the Euro-
pean Union and have refused 
to return to Spain, maintaining 

Catalan Five get conditional freedom in Belgium 
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Gold Conda store in Fagaalu 
without the owner’s permission. 
The defendant further admitted 
that he forged the signature of 
Robert Lee, who is the owner 
of the Gold Conda store, on the 
check, and pretending that he 
was Lee, he cashed the check 
for his own personal used. 

For the crime of resisting 
arrest, Amituana’i admitted to 
the Court that on or about July 
11th, 2017 in American Samoa, 
when he knew that police were 
on their way to arrest him, 
he ran away from police by 
driving away in his vehicle at a 
high speed. Amituana’i further 
admitted that his vehicle almost 
collided with other vehicles and 
pedestrians, who were crossing 

the road at that time of the day.
The Court accepted 

Amituana’i guilty pleas; and 
was satisfi ed that the defen-
dant’s guilty pleas were made 
upon receiving advice from his 
attorney. The Court also noted 
that there were actual facts to 
support the case against the 
defendant.

Amituana’i is now remanded 
back to custody to await his sen-
tence, which is scheduled for 
Nov. 28th at 8:30 a.m.

Acting Associate Justice 
Elvis P. Patea, accompanied 
by Associate Judges Muasau 
Tasina Tofi li and Satele Lili’o 
Satele presided during the 
hearing.

FAASILASILAGA
Ua ou tu nei i le mauga o Ele, ae o’u matamata i le fa’asouga o ao ma ao i le mauga o ao.  Ua ou 

tu fo’i i le Pula ae ou te matamata i le filisama i le mauga o Liulaumea.  Ae ou te ui ai nei i ala silia i le 
mauga o Utumaua aua ua pau le fale-selau ua paia ma mamalu oe Samoa. O ou paia Samoa e afua 
mai i le ma’a peilua i le Taisamasama o le Tui Manu’a, se’ia pa’ia le ma’a Tala’i mai le Tai ‘Ulaula o 
le Nafanua ou te fa’atulou atu, Tulou, Tulou, Tulouna lava.  Nu’unu’u atu ia i le Fetalaiga i To’oto’o o 
le Faleula, Tama Matua ma Ponao’o, Tumua ma Pule latou te lima-matuaina Paia ma Sa o Samoa.

Paia foi o le Talalelei a le Atua, fa’ata’alolo ae fausaga potopoto i lana Aufaigaluega paia o lo’o tala-
fa’auto i itu e fia o Samoa ma le lalolagi atoa. Paia o lau faigamalo Tutuila ma Manu’a, ae tainane le 
malo tuto’atasi o Samoa, ou te fa’atulou atu, Tulou, Tulou, Tulouna lava.

Mapu ane la’ia i le to’o , ae fa’aepa lou sa Talatala Samoa.  A’o lenei fa’asalalauga e fa’asino tonu 
lava i le paia ma le maualuga o lo’u aiga Sa MALAEPULE i le afioaga o Olosega, Manu’a.  Aiga o lo’o 
tapua’i mamao mai i Atunu’u i fafo, aemaise aiga o lo’o papa’a’ao i Samoa nei.  Ua malo le onosa’i, 
malo fai o le faiva o le tapua’i.  Aua o lea ua tafa manino nei le ata o le ana nai i le Tufamoe.  Ua moe 
malu fo’i le ata i Fogalefasa.  Aua o lea ua mapu le seuga nai le Fiatele.  Ua ifo le fuifui i le na’a, ina ua 
tasi moemoe le finagalo o Aiga e fai a’u ma auauna e tausia lo tatou aiga.  E momoli atu ai le agaga 
fa’afetai tele i le paia o lo tatou aiga.  Susuga i Fa’afeagaiga, Tupu ma Tamali’i, Tama ma Tina matutua 
o le aiga, aemaise suli uma o le Suafa MALAEPULE sa auai i le fa’amoemoe o Aiga.  La outou pule 
lea ua ou siva ai nei i lagi o tau, ma sa’a ai i le ma’a o malie.  Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai Tele Lava.

E fa’amalulu atu i le paia o lo tatou aiga ona o le taimi.  A ua iai se manatu ia te a’u, o le a o’o i le 
Nu’u ma le Itumalo i le aso 22, 23 o le masina lenei o Novema.

POLOKALAMA E FA’APEA:
Novema 13 - 16: Feiloa’i ma aiga i Tutuila
Novema 17 Feiloa’i ma Paolo
Novema 21 Malaga le va’a mo Manu’a
Novema 22 I le itula 6 i le afiafi, o le sauniga e fa’apia ai le nofo i le Malumalu lava i Olosega
Novema 23: I le 9:00 i le taeao, feiloa’i ma le Nu’u ma le Itumalo
Tatalo i le Atua ia fa’ataunu’u le fa’amoemoe o le Aiga i le aso ua atofaina.  Lagi e mama le paia 

lasilasi o lo tatou aiga.  Manuteleina le tapuaiga i le Atunu’u.
I le fa’aaloalo ma le ava tele,
To’oto’o - Malaepule Fuega Saite Moliga

AUTO NATION
NU’UULI: (684) 699-7168 • FAX: (684) 699-7175

Available in Store

OUR STORE IS NOW OPEN FROM MONDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY NU’UULI

MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 7:30AM-5:00PM SATURDAY :8:00AM-1:00PM
We are now accepting Credit & Debit Cards.

2Ton Jack Battery Taxi Sign

Freeon Echo Fluid Comfort Zone Fan 16”

StarKist Samoa workers and their families who are members of the LDS Faleniu Ward held an 
open market stand last Friday aft ernoon. Pictured are two members selling cooked taro, bananas, 
and a Samoan favorite “luau turkey-tail”. Church leaders decided on the market idea to help its 
members who are cannery workers, and currently without a paycheck for fi ve weeks, due to the tem-
porary shutdown.  [photo: FS]

➧ Court Report…
Continued from page 3

(Continued on page 13)
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Faasalalaluga o le 
Suafa ATIULAGI

O lo’o ua to’a le Tai sua, Ae goagoa le tai o To’oto’o, Ua fotupule le faiva o tama. Ina ua manino 
le taeao filemu i le tausiga alofa a le Atua. 
O paia i fale ma paia i fafo. O paia mai anamua, e le toe liua. 
Ae tau lava ina ou pa’i i le paia o le au Ositaulaga, o latou o lo’o faapupuna paulia i lea 
fatafaitaulaga ma lea fatafaitaulaga. Aua le nono manu i luma o le Atua i faamoemoega aiga ae 
maise le atunuu. 
Faa’agafua laia o so’u leo vaivai ma le fa’aaloalo, e fai ai a’u ma fofoga tau molimoli o Suli, Gafa 
o le aiga o le Suafa o le To’oto’o o le “ATIULAGI” Luma Ta’u Manua. 
O le a toe usuia se tasi fonotaga e saili ai se ua alofa ma agava’a na te tautuaina le aiga i Luma, 
Ta’u Manua i le aso 11 o Novema 2017, i le 10 i le taeao. 
Tau ina ia alofa le Atua, faalaolao peau o le sami ma ia toto’a fo’i ao o le lagi, lafu lemu le lauelele 
aua le feta’aloloa’i o aiga. 
Alofa le Atua ia molio’o lo outou soifua ma si o tatou ola aua lea aso faamoemoeina. 
Sainia, 
Suli ma e o lo’o tausia le aiga o le “ATIULAGI”
Soifua. 

People wade on a fl ooded road in Hanoi, Vietnam, Friday, 
Oct. 13, 2017. Floods and landslides have killed dozens of people 
in Vietnam since a tropical depression hit the country earlier this 
week, in one of its worst natural disasters in years, offi  cials said 
Friday.  (AP Photo/Hieu Dinh)

Typhoon 
death toll 
in Vietnam 

climbs amid 
widespread 

fl oods 
HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — A 

powerful typhoon that rocked 
Vietnam has killed at least 44 
people and caused extensive 
damage to the country’s south-
central region.

The Vietnam Disaster Man-
agement Authority said in a 
statement Monday that wide-
spread fl ooding was reported 
in the region and more than 
116,000 houses have been 
destroyed or damaged.

In addition to the dead, 19 
people are missing, including 
nine crew members of cargo 
ships that sank off the coast of 
Khanh Hoa province. Eighty-
eight other crew members were 
rescued earlier.

The typhoon hit Saturday 
and had already dissipated, but 
the disaster agency said fl ooding 
may get worse as heavy rain 
was forecast for the region. It 
was the second typhoon to hit 
Vietnam in a month.

If you want to comment
about our fairness, call  

Samoa News at 633-5599
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they could not get fair trials 
there. Nine other deposed Cat-
alan Cabinet members heeded 
a Spanish judge’s summons 
for questioning in Madrid on 
Thursday. After questioning 
them, the judge ordered eight of 
them to jail without bail while 
her investigation continues. The 
ninth spent a night behind bars 
before posting bail and being 
released. Whether in Brussels 
or Barcelona, Puigdemont is at 
the heart of political jockeying 
for position to start a campaign 
that promises to be as bitter as 
it is decisive to Spain’s worst 
institutional crisis in nearly four 
decades. While parties opposed 
to breaking away from Spain 
try to rally support to win back 
control of Catalonia’s regional 
parliament, pro-secession par-
ties are debating whether or not 
to form one grand coalition for 
the upcoming ballot. Another 
former president of the region, 
Artur Mas, told Catalan public 
television on Sunday that he 
backed a fusion of parties for 
the December vote. But Mas 
said the main goals of seces-
sion supporters must be recov-
ering self-rule and the release 
of the jailed separatists. “If we 
add the issue of independence, 
we won’t get as many people to 
support us,” said Mas, who was 
the first Catalan leader to har-
ness the political momentum for 
secession. An opinion poll pub-
lished by Barcelona’s La Van-
guardia newspaper on Sunday 

forecast a tight election between 
parties for and against Catalonia 
ending the region’s century-old 
ties to the rest of Spain.

The poll predicts that pro-
secession parties would win 
between 66-69 seats, less than 
the 72 seats they won two 
years ago. Sixty-eight seats are 
needed for a majority.

Puigdemont and his fellow 
separatists claimed that a ref-
erendum on secession held on 
Oct. 1 gave them a mandate 
for independence, even though 
it had been prohibited by the 
nation’s highest court and only 
43 percent of the electorate took 
part in the vote, which failed to 
meet international standards and 
was disrupted by violent police 
raids. Catalonia’s Parliament 
voted in favor of a declaration 
of independence on Oct. 27. 
The next day, Spain’s central 
government used the extraor-
dinary constitutional powers to 
fire Catalonia’s government, 
take charge of its administra-
tions, dissolve its parliament 
and call the December election.

Hundreds of pro-secession 
Catalans gathered in towns 
across the region on Sunday.

“We want to send a mes-
sage to Europe that even if our 
president is still in Brussels 
and all our government now is 
in Madrid jailed, that the inde-
pendence movement still isn’t 
finished,” 24-year-old pro-
tester Adria Ballester said in 
Barcelona.

➧ Catalan Five…
Continued from page 10

StarKist Samoa workers and their families who are members of the LDS Faleniu Ward held an 
open market stand last Friday afternoon. Pictured is a local consumer buying some of the cooked 
food - ham soup, beef  soup, and “oka Samoa” that were up for sale. Church leaders decided on the 
market idea to help its members who are cannery workers, and currently without a paycheck for five 
weeks, due to the temporary shutdown.  [photo: FS]

What remains of the home and business operation of Tini Lam Yuen’s Furniture Co. at Happy 
Valley in Tafuna after being ravaged during an early morning fire last Thursday. No one was injured 
in the blaze. See Samoan story in today’s Lali section. [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

 SHAH ALAM, Malaysia 
(AP) — A police officer has tes-
tified at the trial of two women 
accused of killing the half 
brother of North Korea’s leader 
that that four suspects at large 
believed to have plotted with 
the women were North Koreans 
who fled Malaysia immediately 
after the assassination. He tes-
tified that an employee from 
North Korea’s state-owned car-

rier, Air Koryo, arranged flight 
tickets for the four men so they 
could depart after the attack on 
Kim Jong Nam was carried out 
in a crowded departure terminal 
of the Kuala Lumpur airport 
last Feb. 13. He said the four 
entered Malaysia on different 
days beginning last Jan. 31. The 
officer also revealed the men’s 
full identifies as the trial entered 
a second month.

Policeman testifies that 4 N. 
Koreans fled after Kim killing

Homelessness is not a new 
issue to America’s West Coast. 
But it’s getting worse - much 
worse.

On any given night, more 
than 105,000 people are 
sleeping unsheltered in some of 
the country’s biggest and trend-
iest metropolises, driven there 
by soaring housing costs, rental 
vacancy rates that rival those in 
Manhattan and a booming tech 
economy that’s leaving thou-
sands behind. Another 63,000 
are sleeping in shelters or tran-
sitional housing with no safety 
net.

The rising numbers have 
pushed abject poverty into the 
open like never before.

San Diego now scrubs its 
sidewalks with bleach to counter 
a deadly hepatitis A outbreak 

that has spread to other cities 
and forced California to declare 
a state of emergency. In Ana-
heim, home to Disneyland, 400 
people sleep along a bike path 
in the shadow of Angel Sta-
dium. Organizers in Portland, 
Oregon, lit incense at a recent 
outdoor food festival to mask 
the stench of urine in a parking 
lot where vendors set up shop.

All along the coast, elected 
officials are scrambling for 
solutions.

“It’s a sea of humanity 
crashing against services, 
and services at this point are 
overwhelmed, literally over-
whelmed,” said Jeremy Lem-
oine, who works for a Seattle 
nonprofit that provides various 
forms of assistance to the home-
less. “It’s catastrophic.”

Poverty, hardship laid bare 
amid homeless crisis 

A mentally disabled woman stares at a camera as a homeless drug addict, who said his name was 
April Jane, sits on a sidewalk asking for money, Thursday, Nov. 2, 2017, in downtown Los Angeles. 
The latest nationwide homeless count shows that 4 of every 10 people living on the street are severely 
mentally ill or have a serious drug addiction.  (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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WELLINGTON, New Zea-
land (AP) — Each time the 
ocean surged through their 
coastal Fijian village, residents 
would use rafts to move from 
house to house. They watched 
crops die as saltwater contami-
nated the soil. Finally, in 2014, 
the entire village of Vunido-
goloa moved inland in what 
the government described as a 
pioneering relocation project 
driven by global warming.

Starting Monday, Fiji will 
preside over a U.N. climate 
change summit in Bonn, Ger-
many. Fiji and other Pacifi c 
island nations are particularly 
vulnerable to rising seas and 
changing weather and want the 
world to understand their plight. 
While Fiji doesn’t face an exis-
tential threat like some of its 
Pacifi c neighbors, it is already 
battling the effects of climate 
change.

Sailosi Ramatu, the 57-year-
old headman of Vunidogoloa 
village on Vanua Levu island, 
said he felt deep sadness the day 
the 130 villagers had to leave 
their homes. Most were sub-
sistence fi shermen. Some, aged 
in their 80s and 90s, had lived 
there their entire lives.

“I can’t explain those last 
moments,” Ramatu said. “There 
were people living in their old 
houses, crying, alone. They 
looked back at their homes; 
they looked back at the village. 
It was the last time they’d see 
the village before moving to 
their new homes.”

Three years later, Ramatu 
said moving was their only 
option. He said their new loca-
tion means they can now grow 
crops without fearing they will 
be destroyed. He said the new 
village has given the children 
hope and a chance at a future.

The headman said the 
30-minute walk to the old vil-
lage and the ocean beyond 
hasn’t stopped villagers from 
continuing their tradition of 
fi shing.

Government information 
offi cer Nemani Turagaiviu said 
the old village occasionally 
fl ooded throughout its history, 
but the problem got progres-
sively worse after about the 
year 2000.

He said the village began 
fl ooding once a month on 
every full moon, and would get 
swamped in storms. He said the 
government formed a partner-
ship with locals to build the new 
village, and that other vulner-
able villages in Fiji have been 

moved since.
“All throughout their lives, 

people had been born and 
brought up in the old village, 
and for some people, the move 
was very diffi cult to accept,” 
Turagaiviu said. “Since then, 
life has moved on, and they 
have adapted.”

Ramatu said he now under-
stands the destructive force of 
climate change. He said he has 
a simple message for the leaders 
in Bonn: “We all need help.”

The governments, scien-
tists and industry groups gath-
ering in Germany are trying to 
hammer out technical rules on 
monitoring emissions, after the 
historic Paris climate accord to 
mitigate global warming came 
into effect last year.

But the accord was dealt 
a blow this year when Presi-
dent Donald Trump said he’d 
withdraw the U.S. Other coun-
tries have pledged to press on 
regardless.

Fiji’s government says it has 
recorded sea-level rises larger 
than the global average, making 
portions of the nation uninhab-
itable. It says warmer weather 
is also increasing the suscepti-
bility of its people to outbreaks 
of viral diseases.

Fijian authorities also expect 
storms to become more frequent 
and powerful as the climate 
changes. Last year, Cyclone 
Winston ripped through Fiji 
with winds of up to 285 kilome-
ters (177 miles) per hour, killing 
44 people and destroying thou-
sands of homes.

Fijian Prime Minister 
Voreqe Bainimarama, who 
will preside over the Bonn 
summit, has offered to take in 
the entire populations of neigh-
boring Pacifi c nations Kiribati 
and Tuvalu if climate change 
makes those low-lying coun-
tries uninhabitable.

In an address to Fiji’s people 
last week, Bainimarama said he 
was taking a team of 50 to Bonn 
and would make sure to stamp 
the famous Fijian “Bula Spirit” 
on those attending. Germany 
says it expects up to 25,000 
people at the summit.

Bula is a ubiquitous greeting 
in Fiji that is often accompanied 
by a smile. For many, it sym-
bolizes the friendliness of the 
island nation.

Bainimarama said his team 
was leaving the Pacifi c “to 
embark on the most important 
mission we have ever under-
taken as a nation for the entire 
world.”

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE  is hereby given, pursuant to ASCA 37.1105, that  Development Bank of American Samoa 
intends to foreclose a mortgage recorded in the Office of the Territorial Registrar in Land Transfer, 
Volume Number 8, page 347-348, recorded August 6, 2014, and that the property subject to the 
mortgage will be sold at public auction.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD ON “AS IS BASIS”: All of the mortgagors’ interest in all that certain 
real property of individually owned land, consisting of approximately 0.26 acres, more or less:

All that certain real property lying in Land Square 31, Unit “B” situated in the 
village of  Ili’ili and Pavaiai,  County of Tualauta, Western District, Island of 
Tutuila, American Samoa,  being a portion of land known as “Punalei,” owned 
by Michael U. Fuiava,  recorded in the Land Transfer 726-727 which is more 
fully described as follows:
Starting at a point which has coordinates of N=284821.95 E=237727.89, Amer-
ican Samoa Datum of 1962.
Thence on azimuth 202˚ 27’ 28” 125.28 feet to a point
Thence on azimuth 290˚ 01’ 35” 78.74 feet to a point
Thence on azimuth 33˚ 23’ 22” 44.63 feet to a point
Thence on azimuth 308˚ 38’ 03” 29.59 feet to a point
Thence on azimuth 31˚ 07’ 28” 86.51 feet to a point
Thence on azimuth 118˚ 26’ 39” 86.06 feet to the point of beginning
Containing an area of 0.26 acres more or less.

Date of Sale:  Thursday, December 7th, 2017 at 1:00pm at the property unless postponed or 
canceled by public announcement.
Location:  The property is located at Ili’ili.
Minimum Bid:  $100,000.00
Contact:   For more information please contact Tavai Ieremia at Development Bank 633-4031 
or email tavai@dbas.as.     

Fiji to highlight 
Pacifi c climate plight 

at German summit 

In this Feb. 22, 2017 photo provided by the Fiji Government, Sailosi Ramatu looks over the sea 
at his old village Vunidogoloa in Fiji.  Each time the ocean surged through their coastal Fijian vil-
lage, residents would use raft s to move from house to house. Th ey watched crops die as saltwater 
contaminated the soil. Finally, in 2014, the entire village of Vunidogoloa moved inland in what the 
government described as a pioneering relocation project driven by global warming.

  (Eroni Valili/Fiji Government via AP)

FAIRNESS
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599
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Medical School Scholarship
OPPORTUNITY

LBJTMC in conjunction 
with ASG is offering a 

full scholarship to the Fiji 
School of Medicine at the 
Fiji National University

Upon graduation, recipient will receive a Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery 
degree (MBBS)

*Minimum educational requirement is a Bachelor’s Degree.
Application requirements:

•  Copy of degree(s) - focus on Sciences
•  Copy of degree transcripts
•  Curriculum Vitae/Resume
•  Two letters of recommendation

Applications must be submitted by  
November 30, 2017 for 2018 Spring 
Semester

For more information,  
please contact LBJ’s CMO’s Office at 
633-1222 ext 480 or Email: akenese.
nikolao@lbj.as

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

PUBLIC JOB POSTING
Position Title
Department

Position Type
Division

Reports To 

Construction Worker I 
Engineering
Environmental Service Division (ESD)
1 Year Contract 
ESD Construction Project Engineer

Posting Date

Deadline

Pay Rate
Job Grade/Status

October 30, 2017
November 10, 2017, 4:00 pm
$6.51/hr - $8.50/hr 
C/1/B – C/5/A, Non-Exempt

Major Duties & Responsibilities

Minimum Requirements

Install and maintain pumps, pipes and manholes. Complete construction work on assigned projects; ensure 
maximum usage of ASPA resources to complete projects on time and within budgets; perform other duties as 
assigned and needed.

Education

Experience

Knowledge,  
Skills & Abilities

Qualified applicants:  Please submit a completed ASPA Employment Application with a copy of your resume to 
ASPA Tafuna (address listed above) by the deadline listed above. Please attach copies of credentials and transcripts.  
Candidates selected for hire must pass examinations (when applicable), pre-employment clearances & test negative on 
pre-employment drug test.  ASPA reserves the right to waive education and experience requirements as necessary.
No phone inquiries accepted.

High School diploma or GED certificate preferred. Solid, related work experience in 
construction can be considered in place of the minimum educational requirement.
Minimum of two (2) years of successful construction work experience with some plumbing
construction experience. Pipe fitting experience preferred.
•	 Manual	labor	involved	in	the	construction	and	maintenance	of	ASPA	Waste	Water	 

(WW)	facilities.
•	 Familiar	with	construction	safety	standards.	Confined	Space	training	a	plus.
•	 Operates	a	variety	of	hand	and	power	tools	to	perform	WW	construction	work	including	

digging and filling ditches and trenches, loading and unloading of cinders, sewer pipes and 
other material.

•	 Have	special	skills	to	use	power	tools	to	assemble	on-site	septic	tanks.
•	 Familiar	with	maintenance	of	equipment	and	tools.
•	 Quickly	handle	&	solve	related	problems.
•	 Good	attendance	record;	Communicate	effectively	in	both	Samoan	and	English	languages.

Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO	Box	PPB,	Pago	Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone	No:	(684)	248-1234	Option	#5
humanresource@aspower.com

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates (AP) — A helicopter car-
rying a high-ranking Saudi 
prince and other government 
offi cials crashed Sunday in 
the kingdom’s south near the 
border with Yemen, reportedly 
killing all eight people aboard.

The Saudi Interior Ministry 
said early Monday that the crash 
happened in Saudi Arabia’s 
Asir province as the offi cial 
took part in a tour of local proj-
ects near Abha, some 840 kilo-
meters (520 miles) southwest of 
Riyadh. Security offi cials gave 
no cause for the crash, but said 
a search of the wreckage was 
underway. 

In Yemen, Houthi offi cials 
offered no immediate com-
ment on the crash, while its Al-
Masirah satellite news channel 
reported only that the crash had 
occurred.

The Saudi-owned satel-
lite news channel Al-Arabiya, 
based in Dubai, reported that 
the crash killed Prince Mansour 
bin Murquin and seven others. 

Prince Mansour was the deputy 
governor of Asir province.

Prince Mansour was the son 
of Prince Muqrin bin Abdu-
laziz, a former intelligence 
service director and a one-time 
crown prince of the kingdom. 
Prince Muqrin was removed as 
crown prince in April 2015 by 
his half brother King Salman in 
favor of Prince Mohammed bin 
Nayef, a counterterrorism czar 
and interior minister.

But in June, King Salman 
also ousted Prince Mohammed 
in favor of installing his 32-year-
old son, the now-Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, as 
fi rst in line to the throne. All 
these moves have cemented the 
young crown prince’s position 
in power.

 Further solidifying his hold 
was the arrests late Saturday of 
dozens of the country’s most 
powerful princes, military offi -
cers, infl uential businessmen 
and government ministers in 
a purported anti-corruption 
campaign.

Saudi helicopter 
crash reportedly kills 
high-ranking prince 

In this photo provided by Th e Accident Investigation Board 
Norway, the body, rotor and separated tail of the helicopter MI-
8AMT with the registration RA-22312 is lift ed up on deck of 
the ship Maersk Forza, off  the coast of Svalbard, Norway, early 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 2017. A Russian helicopter that crashed off  
Norway’s Arctic Svalbard archipelago with eight people onboard 
last month has been raised from the seabed.  Norway’s Accident 
Investigation Board says none of the missing people were inside 
the helicopter that went down Oct. 26 near the Svalbard settle-
ment of Barentsburg.  (Th e Accident Investigation Board Norway via AP)

 HAMILTON, Ohio (AP) — 
A homeowner and his nephew 
are scheduled to go on trial in 
Ohio for murder in a 2015 house 
fi re that resulted in the death of 
a fi refi ghter.

Prosecutors say Lester 
Parker solicited his nephew, 
William “Billy” Tucker, to set 
the fi re that resulted in the death 
of Hamilton fi refi ghter Patrick 
Wolterman. The fi refi ghter died 
after falling through a fl oor of 
the burning home.

The two men have pleaded 
not guilty to charges of murder 
and arson. Their attorneys had 
asked Butler County Judge 
Greg Stephens to move the trial 
because of extensive pretrial 
publicity.

Stephens said the court 
should try to seat a jury fi rst. He 
set jury selection for Monday.

It was the fi rst death of a 
Hamilton fi refi ghter in the line 
of duty since 1971.

Murder trial in Ohio fi refi ght-
er’s arson death to begin
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