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[l-r] Aveina Bros. com-
pany representative; Avamua 
Dave Haleck, President/CEO of 
Haleck Enterprises Inc.; Neil’s 
ACE Home Center president, 
Ngaire Ho Ching and store 
manager, Nadine Solofa, testi-
fi ed yesterday before the Senate 
Budget and Appropriations 
Committee hearing on three of 
the fi ve revenue measures from 
the Lolo Administration. See 
Monday’s edition for details.
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Chargers make their LA debut 
against well-rested Dolphins

StarKist shutdown will cost the 
government millions
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Our Athletes to the 2017 Asian IndoorOur Athletes to the 2017 Asian Indoor

Turkmenistan Ashgabat September 17 - 27, 2017

IAFETA VOU

Th e six Miss American Samoa contestants, pictured with the reigning Miss American Samoa 
Antonina Lilomaiava (center), are prepared to take center stage tonight at the Lee Auditorium, 
where they will be vying for the 2017-2018 title. [photo: LF]

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent
Some senators have voiced 

their displeasure over the 
Department of Public Safety 
using  revenues from the $10 
collected by the court for traffi c 
violations to purchase brand 
new police vehicles without 
following the law, under which 
the use of this fund is subject to 
Fono approval. 

The issue was serious enough 
that the Senate session yes-
terday took a recess while sena-
tors debated the matter, with at 
least two senators calling for the 
matter to be taken to court.

During Wednesday’s DPS 
FY 2018 budget review, Sen. 
Magalei Logovi’i asked Police 

Commissioner Le’i Sonny 
Thompson how DPS fi nanced 
the purchase of its brand new 
vehicles, as so many people 
were asking about it.  

While Magalei didn’t go 
into details about the pur-
chase he was referring to, Le’i 
responded that it was funded 
with the $10 that is paid and 
collected for traffi c violations. 
Magalei informed Le’i that the 
law, regarding the spending of 
the $10 law enforcement fee, 
requires Fono approval. 

At yesterday’s Senate ses-
sion, Magalei said his com-
mittee had looked into the pur-
chase and found that it was the 
$10 from the law enforcement 
fee that was 

used, but under the law any pur-
chase using this fund, requires 
approval of both the Senate and 
House. 

Magalei said the latest infor-
mation is that DPS is planning 
to purchase more vehicles - also 
using this Fund - while nothing 
is being sent to the Fono for 
approval fi rst. He requested that 
the Senate look into this serious 
issue so that it’s not repeated in 
the future. 

Senate President ProTem, 
Nuanuaolefeagaiga Saoluaga 
Nua, who led yesterday’s ses-
sion, acknowledged the exis-
tence of the law, which requires 
Fono approval for the purchase 
of new police cars using this 

Purchase of new DPS 
vehicles was against the 
law, says some senators

SEN. NUA SUGGESTS TAKING THE MATTER TO COURT

One of the six local wrestlers who are now in Ash-
gabat, Turkmenistan to represent the territory for the fi rst 
time ever at the 5th Asian Martial Arts and Indoor Games 
is Iafeta “Jeff” Vou.

The 19-year-old student who attended Wentworth 
Military Academy in Lexington, MIssouri is one of seven 
local athletes who will be competing alongside their 
Oceania counterparts and all 45-member countries of the 
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA).

The athletes, accompanied by ASNOC offi cials, 
departed the territory last Monday and won’t be back for 
three weeks.  The Games are set to be held Sept. 17-27.

The opening ceremony is this Sunday, but Team 
American Samoa - who’ll be competing in two out of the 
21 sporting events - won’t see any action until next week, 
with track & fi eld hopeful Isaac Silafau set to compete in 
the 60m and the long jump on Sept. 18 and 20; and the 
wrestling team scheduled to hit the mat on Sept. 25-26.

In addition to Jeff, other local wrestlers who will be 
competing include Daniel Misaalefua, Pita Fanolua, Zena 
Iese, Sealiitu Mauga and Nolan Puletasi.

ASNOC president Tuiaana Ed Imo calls the trip a ‘rare 
opportunity’ for the local athletes, and thanks the Asian 
Indoor Games Committee for giving American Samoa the 
chance to participate.    

At the Asian Games - and during any Olympic affi li-
(Continued on page 7)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

With an estimated 7% loss in 
local revenues for the govern-
ment due to the upcoming fi ve-
week closure of StarKist Samoa 
cannery operations, Gov. Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga has advised 
directors of all ASG depart-
ments and agencies to “practice 
diligence in expending local 
funds”.

Pittsburgh-based StarKist 
Co., confi rmed Tuesday that its 
cannery operations in American 
Samoa will shut down for fi ve 
weeks, Oct. 21st to Nov. 26th, 
for upgrades and to install new 
equipment. 

The StarKist Samoa plant is 
expected to re-open Nov. 27th.

The temporary shutdown 
comes at the start of the gov-
ernment’s new fi scal year 2018, 
which begins Oct. 1, 2017. 

In a memo Tuesday after-
noon, Lolo informed directors 
about the notice received from 
StarKist regarding the 5-week 
closure of the cannery plant, 
saying that he brings this issue 
to their attention “because 
of the fi nancial implications 
on the revenue posture of the 
government.”

Lolo provided data to show 

the fi nancial impact on ASG.
He explained that at an 

average salary of $11,500 per 
annum, fi ve weeks of no work 
translates to just over $1.43 mil-
lion of direct loss of purchasing 
power, and $575,000 in indi-
vidual tax revenues. 

“Assuming a conserva-
tive multiplier effect of 2.5, 
the cumulative fi nancial loss is 
$3,593,750 in purchasing power 
and $1,437,500 in individual 
income tax,” Lolo explained. 
“This represents about 7% of 
our total income tax revenues.”

“While this fi nancial setback 
is unwelcomed,” said the gov-
ernor, “it is fortunate that it is 
happening at the beginning of 
the fi scal year, thus giving us a 
broader window to minimize its 
adverse impact.”

In this regard, the governor 
requested directors to take 
prudent steps to ensure that 
spending is conducted propor-
tionately to the identifi ed loss in 
revenues. 

“Personnel costs consume an 
average of 85% of your budget, 
hence it behooves all of you to 
pay close attention to proper 
management of time to ensure 
that overtime it not incurred,” 
he told directors. 

And since these are locally 
generated revenues, Lolo said 
existing cost containment mea-
sures will continue, and all 
directors are advised to practice 
diligence in expending local 
funds. 

Although Senate President 
Gaoteote Tofau Palaie and 
House Speaker Savali Talavou 
Ale are copied in the gover-
nor’s letter, it’s not immediately 
clear if copies have been sent to 
the leaders of the Fono, whose 
annual budget is 100% funded 
by local revenues.

StarKist is a major indus-
trial customer for the American 
Samoa Power Authority. 

Samoa News asked ASPA 
executive director Utu Abe 
Malae, if ASPA has conducted 
an assessment as to the possible 
loss - if any - of revenues for the 

authority  as a result of the fi ve-
week shutdown. And if so, what 
type of impact - if any - will this 
have on ASPA.

“We will have to tighten our 
belts and continue to save up 
for hard times,” was Utu’s reply 
yesterday afternoon. 

He added, “Our church and 
cultural material demands must 
adjust accordingly.”

The fi ve-week shutdown has 
rattled the nerves of many in the 
community, not only StarKist 
employees and their family 
members, but also people who 
work for local vendors that 
serve the cannery. 

According to the US Gov-
ernment Accountability Offi ce 
report last December on min-
imum wage in American Samoa 
- where the minimum wage for 
cannery workers is currently 
$5.16 per hour - the canneries 
(which included the now closed 
Samoa Tuna Processors as well 
as previous cannery operators) 
have provided a number of indi-
rect benefi ts to other industries 
and the territory’s economy. 

For example, many busi-
nesses exist to support the can-
neries, like the company that 
manufactures the cans. (Samoa 
News points out that Talofa 
Systems Inc., - which employs 
some 200 workers - is the can 
manufacturing plant for StarKist 
Samoa and both companies are 
owned by South Korean based 
Dongwon Industries. 

It’s unclear if Talofa Sys-
tems will be affected by the 
StarKist Samoa shutdown).

Additionally, maintenance 
for the canneries and for the 
vessels that supply the can-
neries also has brought business 
and jobs to the island. 

Cannery workers, like other 
local residents, spend money 
at local establishments, such 
as restaurants and retail stores. 
Additionally, exported cannery 
products and delivery of mate-
rials to the canneries, reduces 
the shipping cost of bringing 
other goods to American 
Samoa. 

TSM MART
699-6312

CHECK OUT OUR FRESH FRUITS FROM HAWAII
also FRESH VEGETABLES FROM HAWAII  

AND LOCALLY GROWN
On Special Now!!

•  STARKIST ALBACORE TUNA 24x5oz ............. - $  9.95
•  CHICKEN LEG 20LB  ..................................... - $12.95

On Special Now!!

HURRY WHILE 
SUPPLY LAST!

•  TURKEY TAIL 10LB  ........- $12.95
•  SAUSAGE 10LB  .............- $12.95 

BEACH ADVISORYBEACH ADVISORYBEACH ADVISORY
AS-EPA

American
Samoa
Environmental
Protection
Agency

Supporting efforts to clean our shores

AS-EPA beach advisories inform the public about current water conditions. 
When a beach advisory is issued, it is because water samples indicate that the 
American Samoa Water Quality Standard for Enterococci has been exceeded. This 
advisory is in effect until further sampling and laboratory analyses indicate that 
Enterococci concentrations are within acceptable water quality standards.

The presence of Enterococci in the water indicates contamination by human and/
or animal wastes. Swimming in water with high levels of Enterococci may cause 
stomach problems, skin rashes, and ear, eye, and wound infections. To reduce 
your risk: avoid swallowing beach water, be sure to rinse or towel off after a 
swim, and shower once at home. If you are ill, or think you may be ill, AS-EPA 
advises that you consult a physician before making any water contact in the 
beaches cited above.

Note: AS-EPA monitors the water quality of 44 recreational beaches on Tutuila, 
the wharf in Aunu’u, and five beaches on Manu’a. Tutuila advisories are issued 
weekly on Wednesdays. Aunu’u and Manu’a advisories are issued monthly. 
Advisories are issued when bacteria concentrations exceed levels determined safe 
for human exposure. Should you have any questions, please contact the AS-EPA 
Water Program at 633-2304.

Release Date: September 13, 2017
Contact:  AS-EPA Water Program at (684) 633-2304
The American Samoa Environmental Protection Agency   
(AS-EPA) advises the public that on September 12, 2017, 
the following recreational beaches tested positive for 
Enterococci bacteria levels that exceed American Samoa 
Water Quality Standards:  

Laulii Tuai Stream Mouth 
Vatia Stream Mouth 
Fagasa-Fagale’a Stream Mouth 
Utulei- DDW Beach
Asili Stream Mouth
$2 Beach 

StarKist shutdown will cost 
the government millions

LOLO URGES ALL DIRECTORS TO PRACTICE DUE
 DILIGENCE IN SPENDING LOCAL FUNDS
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Locally-owned TMO com-
pany, has joined G.H.C Reid in 
opposing the proposed 7% sales 
tax, but if the government insists 
on such a tax, the companies 
suggest lowering the percentage 
to 2% as a starting point. 

TMO vice president Gaisoa-
Liulevaega wonders how the 
government would ensure that 
each and every business/store 
collecting the sales tax will 
turn in all that money, instead 
of submitting a smaller amount 
while the balance is hidden 
under the mattress or being sent 
off island. 

Gaisoa-Liulevaega, along 
with G.H.C. Reid president 
Olivia Reid-Gillet, and South 
Pacifi c Distributors general 
manager Mike Tolmie appeared 
Tuesday before the Senate 
Budget and Appropriations 
Committee hearing on three of 
fi ve administration bills in the 
Fono. 

At the outset of the hearing, 
committee chairman Sen. Mag-
alei Logovi’i emphasized to 
the witnesses to be completely 
honest with their testimonies in 
order for senators to get a better 
understanding on the impact 
these measures will have on 
their operations. Magalei men-
tioned that whatever revenue 
measures are proposed, it’s the 
consumers that will be affected 
in the end. 

Both Gaisoa-Liulevaega and 
Reid-Gillet not only provided 
written testimonies in Samoan, 
but also addressed the com-
mittee in Samoan, which is 
the offi cial language used by 
the Fono - both the Senate and 
House - to conduct business. 

In addressing the committee, 
Gaisoa-Liulevaega noted that 
the ASG Task Force, which 
came up with the revenue 
package, had a diffi cult task 
in coming up with these mea-
sures. She said revenues col-
lected should also be inline with 
spending, and suggested that the 
task force  come up with rev-
enue measures as well as ways 
to reduce expenditures.

She commended the task 
force for their hard work, but 
said the proposed revenues are 
both good and bad. 

SALES TAX
For the 7% sales tax, which is 

implemented in many countries 
around the world, she agreed 
that such a tax would provide 
more money for the govern-
ment, and it’s a fair tax in which 
everyone pays. However, she 
said TMO’s concern is whether 
the government is 100% sure 
it will be able to collect and 
record the sales tax from each 
and every store in the territory 
that is required to impose the 
sales tax on goods. 

For example, if there are 
150 or 200 stores, how would 
the government guarantee that 

all of these businesses honestly 
collect from consumers, report 
all of the taxes, and then turn in 
to the government what’s owed. 

She wondered - as another 
example - how the government 
would ensure that the business 
which collects $10,000 from the 
public in sales tax will report 
and turn over this money to the 
Tax offi ce instead of reporting 
only $2,000 while the $8,000 
is hidden under the mattress or 
sent off island. Such a practice, 
she said, would make things 
worse for the government, with 
more loss of money. 

She recalled what the task 
force had stated publicly, that 
the government was looking at 
bringing in new computer sys-
tems as well as hiring new staff 
to deal specifi cally with the 
sales tax to ensure full enforce-
ment of the proposed law. 

She questioned the funding 
source for such project and said 
the answer is - the public, the 
consumer. And even if the gov-
ernment brought in a high tech 
computer system, will the gov-
ernment enforce stores to make 
sure that such a system is used 
every time a sale is made? And 
is there a Tax Offi ce staff man-
ning a store 24-hours to ensure 
full compliance? 

She said it’s TMO’s belief 
that the government is able to 
collect more revenue with the 
excise tax, because it’s imposed 
on goods that enter the port 
before containers are released 
to businesses. She offered a 
possible option to the sales tax 
- possible increase of the excise 
tax from 5% to about 6% or 
7% since it’s collected at port 
before the goods are released to 
the businesses.

She said TMO calls for 
more research into the sales tax 
before a fi nal decision is made. 
However, if the government 
still insists on such a tax, TMO 
suggests lowering it to start 
from 2% during a one-year trial 
period, to see if the government 
actually would get more rev-
enues from such a tax. 

AMBT
On the Administration’s bill 

seeking to set up a 1% alter-
native minimum business tax 
(AMBT), Gaisoa-Liulevaega 
said TMO does not support the 
bill, because it’s not fair to busi-
nesses that are honest in fi ling 
their taxes. 

She said that in the last 10 
years, TMO has honestly paid 
nearly $1 million in taxes that 
are due to the government. 
Furthermore, every year, TMO 
always pays its taxes, despite 
challenges and diffi culties the 
local economy faces, as well 
as the many new competi-
tion - with stores starting out 
as a small retailer and later 
expanding to a wholesale busi-
ness from containers on their 
compound. 

She humbly asked the Tax 

Offi ce to “please follow up on 
all these new businesses that 
have been in operation for the 
past 6 or 7 years but are still 
reporting zero income” on their 
gross receipt. 

“How can that be - a busi-
ness operating for many years 
and then claiming zero income 
and therefore can’t pay any 
taxes?” she asked. 

She said TMO observes that 
stores are buying from whole-
salers and that means they have 
a lot of money, and owners of 
these stories travel off island 
and send their money off island, 
instead of honestly reporting 
that money to the government 
and paying their fair share of 
taxes due to the government.

As part of her written state-
ment, she said TMO, a locally 
owned Samoan company is 
honest in fi ling taxes year after 
year, but twice their records 
were audited by the Tax Offi ce. 
She again called on the Tax 
Offi ce to do the same to all 
stores.

OTHER REACTIONS 
As previously reported by 

Samoa News, G.H.C Reid sup-
ports the sales tax if it starts at 
2% and gradually increases. 
The company argued that 7% is 
too high - which is higher than 
Hawai’i - and a high sales tax 
will result in a drop in consumer 
buying power, and volume of 
food will decrease. 

Reid-Gillet reiterated the 
same information during her 
Samoan language testimony 
and she also noted that the sales 
tax needs to have a thorough 
and detailed ‘Implementation 
and Enforcement Plan’ for it to 
be successful. 

She also pointed out that the 
7% sales tax - if enacted into law 
- does not include other excise 
tax already established by law. 
She said the 5% miscellaneous 
excise tax being proposed to 
phase out by the administration 
does not apply to all excised 
products. 

Additionally, repealing the 
5% miscellaneous excise tax 
does not start until calendar 
year 2019, while the sales tax 
becomes effective next year - so 
that means it’s a total of 12% 
tax to be paid throughout 2018 
and this is a major burden to the 
community.

She explained that each 
product is imposed a different 
excise tax. For example, vehi-
cles brought into the territory by 
G.H.C. Reid’s Samoa Motors 
pays a 10% excise tax and if the 
sales tax becomes law, that’s a 
total of 17% in taxes. 

She added that sales tax 
should include goods - such as 
cars and hardware products  -  
purchased online and brought 
into the territory. 

In the company’s written 
English statement (which also 
has a Samoan translation), 

TMO chimes in on proposed 
administration revenue bills

7% IN SALES TAX IS NOT AFFORDABLE,

 SAYS COMPANY VICE PRESIDENT

NAPA SAMOA 
699-NAPA/6272

Did you know that 
Napa Samoa carries 
a wide selection of 
Motor oil?

We also special order Engines and Windshields.

Motor Oil 
Special!

We also carry a wide range of Grease, Chemicals, Replacement 
Parts, Muffler Pipes, Automotive Care Products & Sealants.

Stop by today and ask our experienced 
Customer Service Representatives for help.

We also carry a wide range of Grease, Chemicals, Replacement 

Now 
$3.75

Quart

We carry a wide range of Synthetic 
High Performance Motor Oil, 
Automatic Transmission Oil, Gear 
Oil, Hydraulic Oil and more.

TRADESMAN WANTED!
Refrigeration and  
Air-Conditioning Technician
•	 For	new	Installation	&	Maintenance
•	 Excellent	salary	plus	sales	commissions.
•	 This	is	a	great	opportunity	to	join	a	winning	team.
Apply	with	educational	credentials	and	references	to:
TRANSPAC
Industrial	Park,	TAFUNA
Transpac@sadieshotels.com

(Continued on page 10)
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

Members of the House Edu-
cation Committee were pleased 
with a report from DOE Director 
Dr. Ruth Matagi-Tofi ga, who 
provided updates for the law-
makers on the status of public 
school facilities, teachers, the 
school lunch program, and 
school buses for the 2017-18 
school year which began last 
Tuesday.  According to Matagi-
Tofi ga, all public schools have 
enough teachers, with principals 
and vice-principals on stand-by 
to fi ll the gaps if a teacher is 
absent from the classroom.

She apologized to the com-
mittee for last week’s incident 
involving a school in the Ituau 
District.

It was Rep. Manumaua 
Wayne Wilson who informed 
his colleagues last week that 
children from Manulele Tausala 
Elementary were late on the fi rst 
day of school  because there was 
no school bus for them.

Matagi-Tofi ga explained 
that the fi rst bus broke down en 
route to the school, but a second 
bus was able to come to the 
rescue. 

And while 14 school buses 
are currently operating, 4 new 
buses are expected to arrive next 
month, paid for by CIP funds.

One of the main issues DOE 
is working on, according to 
Matagi-Tofi ga, is the mainte-
nance of school buses, and also 
training for bus drivers. She 
said they are working together 
with the Department of Public 
Works to lay down solid stan-
dards on bus maintenance and 
repairs. Due to the bad con-
dition of roads in rural areas, 
DOE is looking at using a van to 
serve those particular schools, 
while school buses will be used 
to transport students in urban 
areas. Matagi-Tofi ga told the 
committee that they have taken 
back the school bus that was 
used for schools in Manu’a, and 
replaced it with 5 vans - 3 vans 
for Fitiuta, Tau & Faleasao; and 
2 vans for Ofu and Olosega/Sili.

She said the Lolo Adminis-
tration is continuing on with its 
plan, to build more new school 

buildings to educate children 
for a better future for the terri-
tory. She pointed to the dedica-
tion of the new school building 
in Fagali’i two weeks ago, and 
the dedication of the new school 
building and gym for Aua Ele-
mentary this morning. 

A new school building for 
Samoana is expected to be dedi-
cated in another two weeks, 
while ground breaking for the 
construction of a new school 
building for Peter Coleman Ele-
mentary in Pago Pago is sched-
uled for next Friday.

Matagi-Tofi ga thanked all 
the faipule who have taken time 
to visit schools in their respec-
tive districts, especially to 
Manu’a faipule, Rep. Toeaina 
Faufano Autele for his con-
tinued contributions to the ele-
mentary school in Olosega.

House Vice Speaker, Rep. 
Fetui Fetu Jr. congratulated 
Matagi-Tofi ga for the hard 
work her department has done 
for all the schools in Tutuila 
and Manu’a.  He said she is the 
fi rst Education Director who 
wants to develop schools in 
both Tutuila and Manu’a - and 
because of that - he asked her 
to consider his request: a new 
school building for Faleasao.

 Rep. Vailiuama Steve Leas-
iolagi said he believes villages, 
churches, and everyone should 
assist the government by con-
tributing to the development of 
schools in the territory, refer-
ring to the $8,000 the Catholic 
church spent to renovate St. 
Theresa. Toeaina, a teacher by 
profession, echoed Vailiuama’s 
statement and reminded Matagi-
Tofi ga of the 5 awards of ‘Per-
fect Attendance’ he received 
under her leadership, and how 
all those awards prove his will-
ingness to develop schools for 
our young people. 

He said many teachers with 
degrees are sitting in the offi ce, 
although they need to be in the 
classroom teaching children.

According to the Manu’a 
faipule, there is a need for more 
school buses, because every 
time he drives around during 
school hours, he notices that 
almost half of the Tafuna High 

School population are walking 
on the road after school - rain or 
shine.

 He said this is one of the 
many reasons why students are 
fi ghting outside of school cam-
puses, because they are allowed 
to go in groups and roam in 
front of stores, instead of going 
straight home. As for develop-
ment of schools in Manu’a, 
Toeaina said that although Gov-
ernor Lolo M. Moliga wants to 
develop the island group, people 
in Manu’a need to contribute.

Rep. Manumaua chimed in 
and said that in order for school 
buses to continue to operate, 
bus drivers need more training 
so they can have a better under-
standing on how to do their job. 

Rep. Fagaoatua D. Salavea 
recommended to the director 
the need to have a special 
doctor to monitor children 
while in school, and to have 
more teachers for the only 
trade school on island: Nuuuli 
Vo-Tech. 

Matagi-Tofi ga agreed, but 
said the biggest problem is the 
lack of teachers who specialize 
in teaching trade courses. She 
said they are still working 
together with other government 
agencies such as ASPA, DOC, 
and also the ASCC, to fi nd 
teachers with teaching skills to 
assist the school.

Rep. Veevalu Meauta Lauoi 
Mageo said the government 
is spending more revenues to 
repair school buses, but the 
problem is still there. In order 
for school buses to continue to 
operate, DOE needs to have a 
certifi ed engineer and mechanic 
to do the work.

Veevalu referred to the issue 
of teacher shortage and said it is 
not a new problem, adding that 
some teachers wait for the new 
school year to start before sub-
mitting their resignation letter, 
because they feel they need to 
get paid during the summer. 

To put a stop to this prac-
tice, Veevalu recommends 
that teachers be put on a 
10-month contract, and this 
will avoid them waiting until 
the last minute to submit their 
resignations.

DOE Director updates 
faipule on status of 

public school system
4 NEW SCHOOL BUSES ARE ON THE WAY, 
AND THERE’S NO TEACHER SHORTAGE

DOE Director, Dr. Ruth Matagi-Tofi ga has updated members 
of the House Education Committee on the status of school buses, 
facilities, teachers, and the school lunch program. See story for 
full details. [photo: AF]

Marian Sims, left , and her granddaughter Peyton Dawson, 7, 
watch the removal of a Robert E. Lee statue from a public park 
in Dallas, Th ursday, Sept. 14, 2017. In an unannounced move, 
a large crane was brought through the city by a police escort to 
Lee Park, where it lift ed the large statue from its pedestal late 
Th ursday aft ernoon. 

 (Jae S. Lee/Th e Dallas Morning News via AP)
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compiled by Samoa News staff
$175,000 HHS GRANT 

FOR AM SAMOA HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT

Congresswoman Aumua 
Amata was pleased to welcome 
the announcement of a Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) grant of over 
$175,000 for the American 
Samoa Government.

“I appreciate this fi nancial 
support for American Samoa, 
particularly for healthcare 
needs,” Aumua Amata said. 
“Federal funding enables many 
efforts that otherwise would be 
diffi cult to fi nance in Amer-
ican Samoa, and health related 
funding is always welcome.” 

Specifi cally, this $175,700 
grant is designated to the 
American Samoa Department 
of Health and assigned to the 
Pacifi c Basin program.

“Congratulations to Director 
Motusa Tuileama Nua, the 
entire Department and those 
working with this program,” 
the Congresswoman con-

tinued. “Thank you to HHS for 
awarding this grant.”

EXAMINING TECH 
IMPACT ON SBA DEVEL-

OPMENT PROGRAMS
Chairman Aumua Amata on 

Thursday presided over a Small 
Business Subcommittee on 
Health and Technology hearing 
that examined how SBA devel-
opment programs are evolving 
with technology.

“American Samoa depends 
on small businesses, and con-
stant changes in technology 
bring both opportunities and 
sometimes burdens to them,” 
Aumua Amata said. “The 
SBA’s entrepreneurial pro-
grams are adapting to tech-
nology changes that can be new 
to businesses, but technology 
is also making these SBA pro-
grams more available to wider 
audiences. American Samoan 
businesses can access some pro-
grams remotely, but I hope to 
see these opportunities increas-
ingly able to reach American 
Samoa more consistently.”

Thursday’s hearing was 
titled Tech Talks: How SBA 
Entrepreneurial Development 
Programs Have Evolved with 
Technology..

The hearing benefi ted from 
an expert group of witnesses tes-
tifying on behalf of the Associa-
tion of Women’s Business Cen-
ters, America’s Small Business 
Development Centers, SCORE 
Association, and the Veterans 
Business Outreach Center. 

Congresswoman Amata’s 
fi rst questions to the witnesses 
regarded the availability of SBA 
services in remote locations, 
including American Samoa, 
that do not have “brick and 
mortar” facilities for their pro-
grams. For instance, the nearest 
SBA Small Business Devel-
opment Center is in Hawaii; 
however, some programs, such 
as SCORE webinars might be 
available to American Samoan 
businesses. The hearing exam-
ined how the Small Business 
Administration’s Entrepre-
neurial Development programs 
are changing their training and 
counseling programs to refl ect 
the market’s increased reliance 
on technology. 

“SBA programs can help 
small businesses navigate tech-
nology changes,” continued 
Congresswoman Amata. “Ulti-
mately, we want technology 
not to leave small businesses 
behind, but to lift them up.”
AMATA WELCOMES RMI 

PRESIDENT HILDA HEINE
Congresswoman Aumua 

Amata was privileged to meet 
Wednesday afternoon with 
President Hilda Heine of the 
Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, Marshall Islands Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs John 
Silk, and Ambassador to the 
United States Gerald Zackios.

 “It was a real honor to 
welcome my friend, President 
Hilda Heine, Minister Silk and 
Ambassador Zackios to the 
United States Capitol,” said 
Aumua Amata. “The Pacifi c 
Island nations and territories 
have much in common with each 
other, and we all benefi t greatly 
from mutual friendships.”  

 “My family and I lived in 
the Marshall Islands for some 
time as a child when my father 
served there, and it was both a 
happy and an important time in 
my life and education,” Con-
gresswoman Amata continued. 
“I appreciate President Heine’s 
time today, and more impor-
tantly, her dedication and public 
service. I look forward to future 
opportunities to work together 
on behalf of American Samoa 
and the Marshall Islands.”
CONFIRMATION OF DOUG 

DOMENECH
U.S. Secretary of the Interior 

Ryan Zinke today applauded 
the Senate’s confi rmation of 
Interior Department veteran 
Douglas William Domenech 
as Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior for Insular Areas. 
Domenech was confi rmed by 
the U.S. Senate on Wednesday 
and will be sworn-in in the 
coming days. President Trump 

SKYVIEW, INC.SKYVIEW, INC.SKYVIEW, INC.SKYVIEW, INC.
Everyday Prices

CASE CHICKEN LEGS 20LB  ............................................. $ 12.99
CASE TURKEY TAILS 20LB  ..............................................    OUT 
CASE PORK SPARE RIBS  ................................................ $ 24.95
CASE SAUSAGES 10LB  ................................................... $ 13.95
CASE PALM PISUPO 12/11.5 OZ  ..................................... $ 39.95
CASE SALISBURY PISUPO 11.5OZ  .................................. $ 36.95
CASE CAMPBELLS SPAGETTI  ......................................... $ 13.95
CASE LIBBY VIENNA 18CT  .............................................. $ 10.99
CASE ALBACORE TUNA  .................................................. $ 11.95
CASE PELEIUPU MACKEREL  ........................................... $ 38.95
CASE NONGSHIM BOWL SAIMIN  .................................... $   9.50
CASE MALA SAIMIN PKG  ............................................... $   4.95
RICE 40LB  ....................................................................... $ 19.95
RICE 20LB  ....................................................................... $   9.99
CASE SHASTA SODA 24CT  ............................................. $   9.95
CASE NIAGARA WATER 500ML  ...................................... $   4.50
BUSH ICE 12PAK  ............................................................. $ 10.50
SANGRIA WINE 4 LITRE  .................................................. $ 24.95
CASE SAMYANG BOWL SAIMIN  ..................................... $   7.95
CASE EATWELL TUNA  ..................................................... $ 15.95
BALE SUGAR 2KG  ........................................................... $ 22.95
BALE SUGAR 4KG  ........................................................... $ 22.95

AUA & FAGAITUA 644-5000 / 622-5000

NOTE:  Limited quantities for any items.
Liquors & wines are sold at both locations.

Tent orders and funeral services will be  
provided at the main location in Aua.

“We Now Have ATM at both of our locations in Aua and Fagaitua”

CAPITOL HILL NEWS BRIEFS

(Continued on page 8)
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fund, and using the proceeds 
to fi nance purchases of police 
vehicles without Fono approval 
is a violation of local statute. 

He then called a recess to 
discuss the matter with Senate 
legal counsel, Mitzie Jessop-
Ta’ase who was called in to 
read aloud the law and provide 
an explanation.

Nuanuaolefeagaiga reiter-
ated that this is not a new law, 
and previous administrations 
had followed it; however, for 
the matter being currently ques-
tioned, Nuanuaolefeagaiga 
alleges that the law has been 
violated and other ASG entities 
are violating laws as well. 

He said the matter can be 
taken to court, and this was sup-
ported by another senator. 

Sen. Fa’amausili Mau Mau 
Jr., who retired from the police 
force several years ago, said 
the law is there, but DPS is not 
abiding by it. He alleges that 
Le’i, the Budget Offi ce director, 
and the ASG Treasurer, used 
their authority to bypass the law 
in order to move forward with 
the purchase. He suggested a 
directive from the Senate for 
the government to place a hold 
on any purchase of new police 
cars, unless it’s approved by the 
Fono, if this Fund will be used. 

Sen. Muagututi’a M. Tauoa 
suggested bringing to a Senate 
hearing the Police Commis-
sioner to fi nd out who gave him 
the authority to use the Fund 
without Fono approval. He said 

it was wrong to use money that 
was not appropriated by the 
Fono.  Sen. Tuiagamoa Tavai 
supported calling a hearing so 
that the Senate can get Le’i’s 
side of the story. This was also 
supported by Magalei, who said 
the Senate can learn through 
a hearing where the problem 
stems from. He suggested that 
the Procurement Offi ce not pro-
cess the proposed purchase of 
more new police cars, funded by 
this Fund, unless it’s approved 
by the Fono. 

Sen. Satele Galu Satele 
Sr., said if the Senate doesn’t 
question this issue now, it will 
happen again in the future. 

There was a consensus 
amongst senators that they are 
not against the purchase of 
new police cars, but to do so 
according to the law.

Throughout the entire dis-
cussion of the matter, the 
Governor’s Chief of Staff Fiu 
J. Saelua and the governor’s 
executive assistant, Iulogologo 
Joseph Pereira were in the 
Senate gallery awaiting the start 
of the FY 2018 budget hearings.

When the Senate ses-
sion resumed, Fa’amausili - 
chairman of the Senate Public 
Safety/Homeland Security 
Committee called for a hearing 
next Monday on this matter 
and witnesses on the list are 
Le’i, ASG Treasurer Uelinitone 
Tonumaipe’a, and ASG Budget 
and Planning Offi ce director, 
Catherine Aigamaua Saelua. 

SCHOOL LUNCH RECIPE CONTEST 
“LOCAL PRODUCE RECIPE” 

Did you know that The School Lunch Program provides
over 16,000 meals a day for the children of American
Samoa? Every day School Lunch works closely with our
Local Farmers to serve you Fresh Local Produce in the
School Lunch Cafeterias. Can you believe that the Ripe 
Bananas you eat for Breakfast to the Fresh Steamed 
Pumpkin for Lunch, are grown by our local Farmers? 
Join School Lunch as we Celebrate National School Lunch Week in October, by Creating a 
RECIPE USING OUR LOCAL PRODUCE! Submit a Recipe to WIN PRIZES and FEATURE 
YOUR RECIPE ON THE SCHOOL MENU. 

RECIPE CONTEST RULES:
1. CREATE A HEALTHY RECIPE USING AT LEAST  

ONE LOCALLY GROWN PRODUCE AS THE MAIN  
INGREDIENT. (EX: BANANA MUFFIN)

2. SUBMIT YOUR RECIPE TO YOUR SCHOOL LUNCH  
CAFTERIA HEAD COOK OR SCHOOL LUNCH OFFICE. 

3. RECIPE MUST INCLUDE A RECIPE NAME, INGREDIENTS, DIRECTIONS, AND A PICTURE. 
4. ALL RECIPES MUST BE SUBMITTED BY SEPTEMBER 29, 2017. 
5. ALL CHILDREN FROM Kindergarten to High School Seniors are allowed to participate. 

For more information contact: 
Sapioamoa Galea’i

(684) 699-4648 
(684)731-3649

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP-093-2017

Issuance Date: September 13, 2017 Closing Date:  September 22, 2017
 No later than 2:00p.m (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are invited from qualified firms to provide “Janitorial Services for Pago 

Pago International Airport” for the Department of Port Administration.
2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa 

Government, Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 2:00 p.m. (local time), September 22, 
2017 at which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. MANDATORY- PRE-BID CONFERENCE
 A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting and Site Visit for all contractors will be held on 

September 20, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. at the Pago Pago International Airport-Conference 
Room.  Bids will not be accepted from bidders who are not present at the pre-bid 
meeting.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
 Copies of contract documents, including Plans and Scope of Work can be examined or 

obtained from the Office of Procurement during regular business hours free of charge.
5. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid.
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding 

as may be in the best interest of the American Samoa Government.

➧ Purchase of new DPS…
Continued from page 1

ated Games - American Samoa 
is able to compete under its 
own fl ag, because it has its own 
National Olympic Committee.

“We are very fortune to be 
able to represent our nation and 
subsequently, our culture, along 
with only 206 countries in the 
world,” said ASNOC general 

secretary Ethan Lake, who is 
part of the local delegation to 
Turkmenistan.Samoa News 
will be providing coverage of 
the Games, sponsored by Carl’s 
Jr.

Good luck Team American!

➧ Iafeta Vou… Continued from page 1

Senate President ProTem, Nuanuaolefeagaiga Saoluaga Nua 
(left ) lookong on, as Senate legal counsel Mitzie Jessop-Ta’ase 
reads for senators, local law which requires Fono approval of 
money in the law enforcement fund to fi nance purchases of new 
police vehicles. See story for details. [photo: FS]
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nominated him in June.
“I am excited to offi cially 

welcome Doug back to the 
Department to lead the Admin-
istration’s initiatives in the 
insular areas,” said Secretary 
Zinke. “Doug’s confi rmation 
could not come soon enough 
for the people of the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Puerto Rico who are 
rebuilding in the wake of Hur-
ricane Irma. I’m excited to put 
him to work for them and all 
our brothers and sisters across 
the insular areas.  I would also 
like to thank Nikolao Pula, 
who now resumes his duties as 
the Director of Insular Affairs 
for his time and service as the 
Acting Assistant Secretary for 
Insular Areas.”

“It is a great responsibility 
and honor to accept this impor-
tant position which helps bridge 
the distance and raise aware-
ness about the insular areas to 
decision makers in Washington, 
D.C.” said Domenech. “Island 
governments face the basic 
challenge of higher costs and 
limited resources as they serve 

the people. Recent catastrophic 
events surrounding Hurricane 
Irma only heighten these chal-
lenges. It is critically important 
that our neighbors and fellow 
Americans feel confi dent 
that we in the federal govern-
ment can help address these 
challenges. I look forward to 
working with leadership from 
each of these islands to fi nd 
innovative solutions to the chal-
lenges we all face together.”

The Offi ce of the Assistant 
Secretary Insular Areas coordi-
nates federal policy for the U.S. 
territories of American Samoa, 
Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands 
(CNMI). In addition, the Offi ce 
is responsible for administering 
and overseeing U.S. Compact 
grant assistance to the freely 
associated states of the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, and 
the Republic of Palau.

Domenech, whose family 
is from Puerto Rico, holds a 
BS in Forestry and Wildlife 
Management from Virginia 
Tech University and currently 
serves as Senior Advisor to 
Interior Secretary Zinke. Pre-
viously, he served as the Sec-
retary of Natural Resources 
for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia overseeing six state 
environmental, recreation, and 
historic resource agencies. 
During the George W. Bush 
Administration, Domenech 
served as White House Liaison 
and Deputy Chief of Staff to 
Secretaries Norton and Kemp-
thorne. In addition, he served 
as the Acting Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Insular Areas. 
Domenech currently serves as 
the Secretary’s appointee to the 
Advisory Council of the Con-
servation Trust of Puerto Rico.

Domenech’s nomination 
was endorsed by four Gover-
nors of the U.S. territories; U.S. 
Virgin Islands Governor Ken-
neth Mapp, American Samoa 
Governor Lolo Moliga, Guam 
Governor Eddie Calvo, and 
CNMI Governor Ralph Torres.

Congresswoman Aumua Amata with President Hilda Heine in the Congresswoman’s Wash-
ington, D.C. offi  ce. [courtesy photo]
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➧ Capitol Briefs…
Continued from page 6

If you want to comment
about our accuracy, call  

Samoa News at 633-5599

ACCURACY
We make an issue 

of it every day.
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Limited time offers
Cannot be combined with other coupons or combo meals
Price of single item posted on menu board ©2017 McDonald’s
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Chairwoman Amata with hearing witnesses including Marsha Bailey, Founder and CEO  of Women’s Economic Ventures; Scott Daugherty, State Director North 
Carolina Small Business Technology Development Centers; Bridget Weston Pollack, Vice President of Marketing & Communications SCORE Association; and Brent 
Peacock, Director Veterans Business Outreach Center.   [courtesy photo]



ST. LOUIS (AP) — A judge 
may be close to a ruling in the 
case of a white former St. Louis 
police offi cer charged with fi rst-
degree murder in the 2011 death 
of a black man who was a drug 
suspect, and Missouri Gov. Eric 
Greitens said Thursday that he 
has put the National Guard on 
standby in case unrest breaks 
out.

Testimony in Jason Stock-
ley’s trial in the death of 
Anthony Lamar Smith ended 
Aug. 9. Media reports and 
preparation announcements 
from offi cials indicate that 
Judge Timothy Wilson may 
rule Friday. Activists have 
threatened civil disobedience if 
Stockley is acquitted. St. Louis 
police said offi cers will begin 
working 12-hour shifts starting 
Friday in anticipation of a 
ruling. Mayor Lyda Krewson 
said in a video statement that the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol 

and St. Louis County police will 
provide support, with the patrol 
handling any protests on state 
highways.

All three downtown court-
houses, including the federal 
courthouse, will be closed 
Friday. Greitens and Krewson 
urged protesters to be peaceful, 
a sentiment echoed by Smith’s 
fi ancee, Christina Wilson.

Here’s a look at the case:
THE SHOOTING

Stockley and his partner 
saw what appeared to be a drug 
transaction in the parking lot of 
a fast-food restaurant on Dec. 
20, 2011. As the offi cers sought 
to corner Smith, he drove away. 
Stockley’s defense attorney, 
Neil Bruntrager, said the offi -
cers were nearly run over. 
Stockley fi red at the fl eeing car, 
then a car chase began.

Police dashcam video cap-
tured Stockley saying, “going 
to kill this (expletive), don’t 

you know it,” in the midst of the 
chase. As Smith’s car slowed, 
Stockley told his partner to 
slam the police SUV into it, 
and his partner did so. Stockley 
then got out of the SUV and 
fi red fi ve shots into Smith’s 
car, killing him. Bruntrager said 
Stockley fi red only after Smith 
refused commands to put up 
his hands and reached along 
the seat toward an area where a 
gun was found. But prosecutors 
said Stockley planted the gun. 
Testing found Stockley’s DNA 
on the gun, but not Smith’s.

DIFFERENT PASTS
Stockley, now 36, graduated 

from a Catholic high school 
in nearby Belleville, Illinois, 
then went to the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point. 
After graduation, he served in 
Iraq, where he was injured and 
awarded the Army Bronze Star. 
Stockley joined the St. Louis 
Police Department in 2007. He 
resigned in 2013, about two 
years after the shooting, and 
moved to Houston.

Smith, 24, was the father of 
a 1-year-old daughter when he 
died. His family has not dis-
closed much about him. Court 
records show he had a criminal 
record that included convictions 
for unlawful possession of a 
fi rearm and drug distribution. 
At the time of the shooting, he 
was on probation for a stealing 
charge related to a crime in Fer-
guson in 2010. 
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

COASTWEEKS 2017
“A Healthy Coast is a Wealthy Coast”

WHEREAS, American Samoa has a varied coastline of rocky shores, sandy beaches, and 
harbors; and
WHEREAS, the natural resources of the coastal zone are among our most valuable economic 
resources; and
WHEREAS, the marine environment is of the most valuable resource supporting an active 
subsistence and commercial industry; and
WHEREAS, through the management, sustainment, and protection of our coastal zone and 
marine environment, future generations of American Samoa will benefit and prosper; and
WHEREAS, the Coastweeks theme:  “A Healthy Coast is a Wealthy Coast” is our 
responsibility.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lolo M. Moliga, Governor of American Samoa do hereby proclaim 
the period of September 18-30, 2017 as Coastweeks in American Samoa and urge all citizens 
to take notice of these weeks and participate fittingly.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto affixed my signature and the seal of my office on 
this 9th day of August, 2017.

RATES:
1 day   - $250.00 p/day
3 days - $225.00 p/day
7 days - $200.00 p/day

KEEP IT COOL 

RENT!Trailer Refrigerators for

Perfect for 
Fa’alavelave’s 
and Parties.

Call 733-7448 or 252-2587 
for more information.

G.H.C Reid said the sales tax 
and other taxes need to con-
sider the general wage bracket 
income “for our people. Our 
minimum wage is $5 per hour. 
Where will the public fork out 
extra money to afford the high 
7% sales tax?”

As for the new 15-cent 
tax for non-carbonated drinks 
(which is part of the bill dealing 
with the 5% miscellaneous 
excise tax), Reid-Gillet said 
the tax is too high and this is 
now the same with carbonated 
drinks. She suggested a lower 
percentage for this category, 
being the healthier alternative.

For the AMBT, the com-
pany doesn’t support it because 
it penalizes the few companies 
that are honestly paying their 
business taxes. “If a company 
truly suffers a loss, how can it 
pay 1% of its gross receipt,” 
it said, adding that there are 
years when the economy is 
diffi cult and companies suffer 
honest losses. SoPac’s general 
manager said he supports his 
colleague’s concerns and sug-
gestions raised in the hearing. 
However, the only tax he had 
issue with is the new method 
of taxing imported beer. (See 
Samoa News’ Wednesday edi-
tion for details).

➧ TMO…
Continued from page 3

Ruling may be imminent in St. 
Louis police shooting case 
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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— North Korea fired an inter-
mediate-range missile over 
Japan into the northern Pacific 
Ocean on Friday, U.S. and 
South Korean militaries said, its 
longest-ever such flight and a 
clear message of defiance to its 
rivals. Since President Donald 
Trump threatened the North 
with “fire and fury” in August, 
Pyongyang has conducted its 
most powerful nuclear test 
and launched two missiles of 
increasing range over U.S. ally 
Japan. It tested its first-ever 
intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles in July. The growing fre-
quency, power and confidence 
displayed by these tests seems 
to confirm what governments 
and outside experts have long 
feared: North Korea is closer 
than ever to its goal of building 
a military arsenal that can viably 
target both U.S. troops in Asia 
and the U.S. homeland. This, 
in turn, is meant to allow North 
Korea greater military freedom 
in the region by raising doubts 
in Seoul and Tokyo that Wash-
ington would risk the annihila-
tion of a U.S. city to protect its 
Asian allies.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said the missile traveled 
about 3,700 kilometers (2,300 
miles) and reached a maximum 
height of 770 kilometers (478 
miles).

North Korea has repeatedly 
vowed to continue these tests 
amid what it calls U.S. hostility 
— by which it means the pres-
ence of tens of thousands of 
U.S. troops in Japan and South 
Korea. Robust diplomacy on the 
issue has been stalled for years, 
and there’s little sign that senior 
officials from Pyongyang and 
Washington might sit down to 
discuss ways to slow the North’s 
determined march toward inclu-
sion among the world’s nuclear 
weapons powers.

Friday’s missile, which trig-
gered sirens and warning mes-
sages in northern Japan but 
caused no apparent damage to 
aircraft or ships, was the second 
fired over Japan in less than a 
month. North Korea conducted 
its sixth and most powerful 
nuclear test on Sept. 3.

The missile was launched 
from Sunan, the location of 
Pyongyang’s international air-
port and the origin of the earlier 
missile that flew over Japan. 
Analysts have speculated 
the new test was of the same 
intermediate-range missile 
launched in that earlier flight, 
the Hwasong-12.

That missile is linked to 
North Korea’s declaration that 
it means to contain the U.S. 
Pacific island territory of Guam, 
which is the home of important 
U.S. military assets and appears 
well within the Hwasong-12’s 
range.

Friday’s missile test was met 
with the usual outrage. South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in 

ordered his military to conduct 
a live-fire ballistic missile drill 
in response to the North Korean 
launch and instructed govern-
ment officials to pursue “stern” 
measures to discourage Pyong-
yang from further provocations. 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Jim Mattis both called the 
launch a reckless act.

The U.N. Security Council 
scheduled an emergency 
closed-door meeting to be held 
Friday afternoon in New York. 
Trump has not commented.

The North American Aero-
space Defense Command and 
the U.S. Pacific Command said 
the missile posed no threat to 
North America or to Guam.

South Korean experts have 
said North Korea wants to make 
missiles flying over Japan an 
accepted norm as it seeks to win. 

North Korea fires 
missile over Japan in 

longest-ever flight

A woman watches a TV screen showing a file footage of North Korea’s missile launch, at the Seoul 
Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Sept. 15, 2017. South Korea’s military said North 
Korea fired an unidentified missile Friday from its capital Pyongyang that flew over Japan before 
landing in the northern Pacific Ocean. The signs read “Japan protests North Korea’s missile launch.” 

 (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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PHOENIX (AP) — Motel 6 
says its employees in Phoenix 
will no longer work with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents following 
news reports that its workers 
were reporting on guests they 
believed were in the United 
States illegally. In a tweet about 
reports fi rst published in the 
Phoenix New Times, Motel 6 
said Wednesday: “This was 
implemented at the local level 
without the knowledge of 
senior management. When we 
became aware of it last week, it 
was discontinued.”

Employees at the Motel 6 at 
one of the locations — near a 
stretch of other budget motels, 
discount stores and fast food 
chain restaurants — refused 
to answer questions Thursday 
and referred all queries to cor-
porate headquarters. The news 
that Motel 6 workers in Phoenix 
were tipping off ICE agents 
immediately thrust the chain 
into the national immigration 
debate, with some detractors 
complaining about its vague 
and tepid statement.

Social media exploded with 
criticism and satire aimed at the 
budget motel chain, with some 
playing off its slogan “We’ll 
leave the light on for you.”

“They’ll leave the light on 
— for ICE and police,” Cecilia 
Wang, national deputy director 
for the American Civil Liberties 
Union, said in a tweet.

The ACLU of Arizona 
tweeted separately: “Will new 
policy refl ect this ‘discoun-
tined’ practice, @motel6? We 
look forward to reading it.”

The hashtag #Boycott-
Motel6 began circulating while 

Latino political cartoonist Lalo 
Alcaraz drew and posted on 
social media a sketch of a Motel 
6 with a sign reading: “Immi-
gration Detention Camp.”

Longtime Motel 6 pitchman 
Tom Bodett sent a tweet sup-
porting the chain, saying: “If 
you’ve been vexed by the situ-
ation with @motel6 in Phoenix. 
Here is the response from their 
HQ. I had faith this was the 
case” and included the chain’s 
statement. Some of Bodett’s 
followers criticized him and 
called on him to slam the chain.

It’s not the fi rst time the chain 
has come under fi re for pro-
viding guest lists to authorities.

A Motel 6 with a high crime 
rate in Warwick, Rhode Island, 
gave daily guest lists to police 
for several weeks in 2015 
before the program was discon-
tinued out of concerns for pos-
sible legal ramifi cations. Offi -
cers checked the names for out-
standing warrants in an effort to 
curb crime at the motel.

The Warwick police chief 
said at the time that the infor-
mation gathered ultimately was 
not worth the public scrutiny.

The weekly Phoenix New 
Times reported on Wednesday 
that ICE had arrested at least 20 
people at two Motel 6 locations 
in heavily Hispanic areas of 
Phoenix, and quoted workers as 
saying they gave guest lists to 
agents. An ICE spokeswoman 
in Phoenix declined to confi rm 
or deny that.  “Due to opera-
tional security, U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) does not typically dis-
close or discuss specifi c infor-
mation related to the source 
of its enforcement leads.” 

Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone No: (684) 248-1234, Option #4
Email: humanresource@aspower.com
Website: www.aspower.com

APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
The American Samoa Power Authority announces an excellent opportunity for young 
technically minded individuals who want a challenging, profitable career in American 
Samoa.

ASPA is looking for its next generation of technicians and engineers.  Over the next few 
years, ASPA will be developing young technicians and engineers for key positions within 
the organization.  It needs skilled specialists in a number of fields.

ASPA will provide employment and professional training for successful applicants.  
Apprentices will receive training both on the job and in formal apprenticeship classes.  
Qualified apprentices will receive an all-expense paid education at a technical school or 
university in New Zealand or equivalent.  Applicants must be willing to commit to 
spending 2 – 3 years off-island in pursuit of a diploma or degree.  The focus for this 
apprentice program will be on mechanical and electrical trades or a related field.

Selected apprentices will be employed by ASPA in preparation for the academic session 
starting in February 2018.

Applicants must have the following qualifications:

Educational Requirements: High School graduate (minimum); Associate degree  
    or better preferred.  Must have a cumulative GPA of 3.5  
    or maintained at least a B or better grade average  
    in the following courses: 
    (1) Physics, Chemistry, General Science
    (2) Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry,  
    Pre-Calculus(3) English (TOEFL score of 500 or better)

Skills and Aptitudes:  Intermediate level computer skills.  Ability to work 
    independently, disciplined, self-starter, technically minded  
    (confirmed by required references).Other desirable skills  
    include hand-eye coordination, motor skills, attention to  
    detail, and work well in a team environment.

Citizenship:   US National or Citizen.

Testing:   All applicants will be required to complete ASPA’s internal  
    testing for science and math ability.

Salary will be based on the technical area and job duties assigned.

Applicants must complete an ASPA Employment Application Form and provide two 
written references.  The form is available at ASPA Human Resource Office in Tafuna or 
via ASPA’s website at www.aspower.com

All application information, including school records and references, will be subject to 
verification as part of the screening process.

Deadline for submitting applications is 4pm, September 29th, 2017.  

____________________________________________________
An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

Motel 6 says 
employees won’t call 

immigration on guests 

BAHAI FAITH/FA’ATUATUAGA BAHAI
FA’AMANATUINA LE 200 TALU ONA AFIO MAI LO TATOU ATUA
Baha’ullah le Mamamlu o le Atua na soifua mai i le aso 12 o Novema 1817 i Terana le laumua o Peresia. Sa 

taua mai e Abdu’l-Baha le alo o Baha’u’llah fa’apea: “Baha’u’llah o le Fa’aatoatoaga Fa’amanuiaina” e tau Lona 
gafa i le aiga Tupu o Peresia. Mai lona itiiti sa matua tulaga ese lava ona uiga fa’alelagi mai ana uo ma ona aiga. 
Sa fale puipui o ia ma avea ai ma tagata Tauseseina ma taua ai o ia o le Pagota. Fasefulu tausaga na puapuagatia 
ai o ia i lima o tagata lotu, taitai o malo ma e mauoloa ma taitai o lotu (Mosalema, Iutaia ma le Kerisiano). Sa soifua 
mai ise aiga maualoa, ma lona Tama o le sui o le palemene o le malo o Peresia. Ae ina ua maliu Lona Tama sa 
manao le malo e avea ia ma sui o Lona Tama. Ae sa ia teena le tofi. Sa ia tuua ona aiga ae nofo i se nofoaga e 
iai e matitiva ma e mama’i sa taua ai lea o ia “O le Tama o Tagata matitiva” Sa toatele foi tagata na lolofi atu ia te 
ia, Taitai o le malo, taitai o maualoa, failotu, o faiaoga i le tusi paia ma le faifaatoaga e avatu iai latou mataupu ua 
latou mafai ona malamalama iai, ma Loia. Sa ia toe tuua le lalolagi ia Me aso 29, 1892, i le itula 3:00 vaveao (maliu 
filemu), ina ua atoa 75 ona tausaga. 

Ua fa’ataunuuina nei valoaga uma i tusi paia uma na folafolaiga e afio mai i le taimi o le aso Amuli ma le gata’aga 
o le lalolagi. O ia le Alii o le Filemu, Tama o le Fa’avavau, o l e Atua malosi, o le Faipule, ma le Silisili-ese, Ieova o au 
o valoaga mai le feagaiga tuai. Mai le feagaiga fou o valoaga e fa’asino i le’ o le afio mai, o le Mamalu o le Tama, le 
Alii o le Tovine, le Agaga o le Upu Moni, le Alefa ma le Omeka, le amataga ma le mulimuli, Fatoanofotane. Leona a 
Iuta. Sa tusi atu Baha’u’llah tupu ma ta’ita’i i le lalolagi ma taitai o lotu ma ekalesia. I le tupu o le malo o Pale (falani) 
i le faapea atu, “Le Tupu e o Pale! Ta’u atu i le ositaulaga e soia toe taina ai logo. Ona o le Atua le Tupu moni! Ua 
faaalia ma’i nei le logo Aupito Silisili i le tino tagata o Ia o le o le suafa Silisili ese”..(Baha’u’llah)

I le sa o Alesana ii i Rusia: “tulai mai ia oe mai tagata i le suafa o lenei fuataiga malosi, aoao, ma valaau atu 
malo ia toe fo’i atu i le Atua”. I le Tupu sa o Pope Pio ix o le afioga sa natia ele atalii lenei ua faaalia mai nei-ia 
fa’amanuiaina pea lava le Alii o le Tama! E moni ua afio mai o ia i le malo i lona mamalu sili. Ua fai mai le Tupu 
o Tupu, ia e faitete aua nei e faafinau atu ia te Ia e pei ona faia e le farasaio ma le au ositaulaga aunoa ma se 
faamaoniga (Iesu Keriso). I le vaega  uma o le Aufailotu o le lotu Kerisiano “Outou e le au failotu! Ia outou o ese 
mai lotu ma falesa, ina o maia ona o La’u poloaiga, ma ia fa’aogatatau outou i mea ma le lelei o outou agaga ma 
agaga o tagata. O ai se tasi outou e mafai ona fouina A’u pe Tutusa ma A’u”. 

Th is photo shows a Motel 6 in Phoenix on Th ursday, Sept. 14, 
2017. Motel 6 says its employees in Phoenix will no longer work 
with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents fol-
lowing news reports that its workers were reporting on guests they 
believed were in the United States illegally. 

 (AP Photo/Anita Snow)
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QUICK FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS
PO Box 308, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Tel:  (684) 699-3848 or 633-3848
Fax:  (684) 699-3849 or 633-3849
E-mail:  loan@limafesoasoani.com

The following account holders are encouraged to visit or contact our Collection Representative, Masi Manila 
at 633-3848 at our Fagatogo Office, regarding your delinquent account.

Gaoa, Laupama
Gaoteote, Dalton
Gaoteote, Tupouamoa
Gasetoto, Gasetoto Jr
Grey, Mark
Hun Fen, Fagaalofa
Husseini, Judy A
Ianu, Maanaema
Iavai, Siale “Cece”
Ieremia, Mamere
Ikenasio-Taliaoa, Ioane
Iliili, Laki
Ilimaleota, Levelevei
Ilimaleota, Mikaele
Ioapo, Calvin
Isaia, Monte
Iosefo, Makerita
Itulauifi, Bryan
Iupeli, Pepelini Filemu
Koli, Inise
Kolomaile, Epifano
Kolone, Liuato
Koroiadi, Mary
Kuresa, Faavela
Kuresa, Malialosa 
Kuresa-Sokimi, Christina
Lafaele, Lusia
Laga, Tuamasaga
Laifaga, Teuaina
Lavea, Petelo
Lealasola, Naomi
Lealofi, Nafanua
Leaoa, Upuanunu
Leaoa, Talavai
Leapai, Poe
Leasiolagi, Galen
Lefao, Tausagafou
Leituala, Maria
Leituala-Misiuepa, Ufanafana
Lemautu, Pataua
Leo, Tuisamoa
Leoso, Serita
Leota, Imoa
Leota, “PJ” Pule T
Lepupa, Matanofo
Letuuga, Reenae
Levasa, Petelo
Lilio, Ualesi
Lilomaiava, Solomona
Liva, Eseta
Loa, Tuanai 
Loa, Winnie
Loe, Savelina
Lokou, Poni
Loli, Taumataliga
Lolani, Pope Paulo
Loumoli, Itupa
Luaifoa, Diane Melesete
Luapo, Foster McKenzie
Luki, Fiamaua
Lui, Fiso ‘Isabella’
Lynch, Belynda
Maae, Talavave
Maanaima, Fereti
Magalo, Julie
Mageo, Paulo
Maeataanoa, Sarai
Maiava, Filisi
Maiava, Fitiuta
Maina, Leu
Makiasi, Simativa
Malo, Maria
Maloa, Felicia

Maloa, Laloniu
Maligi, Taumanupepe
Maluia, Tiresa
Mapu, Loreta
Mapu, Siaumau
Mapu, Sineti
Mapu-Togiola, Tuailevaoola
Mapu, Vitale
Mareko, Tairoto
Marquez, Aveta 
Masui, Junior
Matalima, Alieta
Matamua, Fitulua
Matamua, Lei
Matau, Esau
Matau, Ramona
Matau, Tikeri
Mauga, Palepoi Ernie
Mauigoa, Seepa
Maulupe, Roanna
McGraw, Stephen
Mekuli, Asootama Lise
Meli, Octavia
Meredith, Anthony
Mika, Maria
Mika, Utumoeaau
Minoneti, Lusila
Misiuepa, Suluifaleese 
Misivila, Sophia
Moananu, Finau
Moemoe, Tailua 
Moliga-Eli, Saiaulama
Moliga-Taiepisi, Elsie
Monaco, Thomas
Moors, Harry
Muao, Ropeti
Muliau, Samasoni
Mulitalo-Ieremia-Foster, Anna
Navelika, Onosa’i
Netane, Luki
Niumata, Nuusina
Noa, Finau
Nuutai, Petaia
Nyel, Naomi
Oloa, Iuliano
Onosai, Saisavaii
Osa, Maria
Paepule, Lemusu
Paleafei, Toma 
Palepoi, Faleata 
Paopao, Christopher
Paselio, Fiapapalagi
Pasikale, Siuii Matauifaga
Passi, Simamao Katherine 
Pati, Apelu
Paulo, Paulo
Pene, Ann
Pene, Peleiupu
Peni, Suetena
Peric, Taofegauiai
Petelo, Anitelea
Petelo, Silaulelei
Peters, Frank
Pine-Ah See, Taulaloese
Pio-Tuimavave, Etimani
Poia, Paosia
Poloa, Angel
Poloai, Fa’afetai
Posala, Talaesea
Pule, Antonio Jr.
Puni, Ioane 
Purcell, Douglas
Ripley, Faamalele Tagoai 

Aetui, Ernest Samoa
Afemata, Easter
Afoa, Oganiu
Afualo, Tuli
Agatonu, Tony
Ah Hing, Sherry
Ah Mu, Johnny
Aho, Tagiilima
Alaelua, Kapeteni
Alalamua, Danny
Alasi, Patric
Alesana, Simealai
Aliivaa, Taumasina
Allen, Lidwina
Alo, Tautua
Alosio, Saline Ana
Alosio, Tuloto
Aporosa, Bridgette
Atanoa, Soliga
Atiae, Faatamalii
Atualevao, Patricia
Auelua, Caroline
Auelua, Uaite
Aulava, Toluselau
Aunai, Faafiu 
Avia, Elaine
Brown, Eric
Chung Sum, Utulafilafi
Correia, Martina
Crosby, Miriama
Dixon, Mere
Eli, Kolotita
Eneliko, Faatu
Esau, Fauamoa
Esera, Tauva
Eti, Lopa
Faaatuatu, Upuese
Faagata Laisene
Faaitu, Isaako
Faaiu, Faletusiesile
Faalata, Leuafaalanu
Faaleo, James
Faaola, Tuli
Faatamalii, Army
Faatonu, Salevao
Faaui, Tamara
Faavi, Faamanu
Faavi, Faavi Jr.
Failafua, Tuisea
Failauga, Mavaeao
Falaniko, Emanuele Jr 
Falanai, Hana
Falefia, Nofo
Faletolu, Sarai
Farani, Tanuma’i
Fatuesi, Leeannah Y
Faumuina, Peniamina
Fautanu, Acorn & Valerie Sauni
Feagai, Fuata’i
Fetauai, Fomai
Fetaui, Mollyvina
Fiaalii, Niko
Fiaavae, Etuale
Fili-Jungblut, Mele
Filipo, Mareta
Fruean, Saena Samuelu
Fualaau, Sootaga
Fuimaono, Falesoa
Fuimaono, Mavaega
Fuimaono, Michelle
Fuimaono-Porotesano, Tuumafua
Fulu, Alamai
Galo, Saneli

Ropati, Suegafaafaifeau
Safua, Fausaga
Sagapolutele, Frank
Sakaria, Paese
Salaivao, Bernie
Salausa Tuaato
Salueletaua, Lemo
Samuelu, Amiogalelei
Sao, Koreta
Sao, Kuini
Saolele, Petelo
Sasa, Simoe
Sasala, Isapela
Satele, Suafai
Satele, Uaea
Satui, Lea
Sauaso, Joyce
Saufoi, Lauina
Sauia, Tanya
Saunoamalii, Maliliga
Sauta, Paul
Savaiinaea, Aukuso
Save, Suani
Savea, Edward
Scanlan, Penina
Schwenke, Hanna
Sea, Fiapapalagi
Seafa, Panini
Seigafo, Seko
Sele, Jennilee
Semeatu, Ernest Thomas
Semeatu, Meleane
Seuteva, Taputaua
Sialofi, Taupale
Siatu Kerita
Silao, Kelemete
Siliga, Marjorie 
Siofaga, Fetalaiga
Sio, Lyno
Skelton, Pepe
Solitua, Filiga
Solomona, Andrew
Sone, Ramona
Sooto-Tua, Alofagia Va
Sopi, Judie
Spitzenberg, Rose
Sua, Faasasalu
Sua, Finau
Sua, Rudy
Sualoa, Tuipine
Sue, Victoria
Suiaunoa, Brian 
Suitonu, Aigalesala
Taalefili, Tui
Tafaese, Onoiva
Tagaloa, Titae
Ta-Grey, Florence
Tago, Fuatai
Tagovailoa, Asofaafetai
Tagovailoa, Valasi Aulava
Taito, Pouvi
Talaomana, Daniel
Talapa, Ana
Talauega Mataina
Tali, Apiolefaga
Tali, Lemasaniai
Talopau, Toelau
Talosaga, Sandra
Tanielu, Soli
Tapunuu, Pale
Tapu, Luafitu
Tauai, Usufono
Tauanuu, Faatiuga

Tauiliili, Motiana
Taulafoga, Barbara
Taulamago, Iuliana
Taulelei, Tupuivao
Taumua, Alvin
Taumua, Pago Pago
Tautala, Paoivaoese Jr
Tautala, Paoivaoese Sr
Tautalafua, Tufatu
Tautua, Alo
Taylor, Joe
Tavake, Loveni
Te’i, Lafoaina
Teve, Fa’aolaina
Thiel, Mathew Vincent
Tiapula, Lenora
Tiapula, Raymond
Tili, Benjamin
Tini, Timena
Tinoifili, Kanana
Titialii, Millie
Tiumalu, Nafanua
Tiumalu, Saimua
Toala, Suilefaiga
Toatelegese, Nofoagatotoa
Toeava, Spencer
Togiaso, Patisepa
Tolo, Salevalasi Vaiula
Toomalatai, Ruta
Toomalatai, Vaesavali
Toomata, Afereti
Toma, Fa’aaliga
Tonga, Falakika
Tovia, Sesilia
Tua, Alofagia
Tua, Epi
Tua, Valerie
Tua, Meleane
Tua, Seneuefa
Tuiasosopo Saufaiga Cecilia
Tuigamala, Ropati
Tuiletufuga, Fonotaga
Tuiloma, Isaia
Tuiloma, Ioramo 
Tuiolemotu-Malaga, Lovi
Tulesa, Tina
Tunu, Laia
Tupa Apelu, Losalina
Tupai, Olaiovavega
Tupe, Tavita
Tupua, Mekiafa
Tupua, Tuumuli
Tupuola, Calvin
Tuuga, Toeseimalo
Tuupo, Doris
Ufuti, Tilomai
Uikirifi, Krystellen “Faga”
Uluenga, Sione
Usu, Cadarra
Uu, Tineimala
Vaa, Sala
Vaesau, Asisione
Vaieli, Maselino
Vaifale, Luisa
Vaina, Misionare
Valoaga, Tagivale
Vasa, Jane
Viliamu, Filemoni
Viliamu, Uili
Vine, Akenese
Visesio, David
Vito, Yvonne
Wilson, Olafou

Nuuuli Office: Laufou Shopping Center, Suite 204:  699-3848 • Lumana’i Building Suite 207 • Ph:  633-3848
BUSINESS HOURS:  10:00am - 4:00 pm • Monday to Friday

We are open:
TUESDAY – WEDNESDAY  

4:00PM – MIDNIGHT
THURSDAY - SATURDAY 

4:00PM – 2:00AM 

Call us today to  
book your functions  

699-6969, 258-9040  
or 252-5037

“Come break the ice at Ice Breakers”
Located on Iliili, Airport Road (Former Runway Bar & Grill)Located on Iliili, Airport Road (Former Runway Bar & Grill)

SILVER 
BROS BAND  

(9-Midnite)
DJ Al (Midnite – 2am)

JOIN US  
@ ICEBREAKERS

SILVER
BROS BAND

(9-Midnite)
DJ Al (Midnite – 2am)

•	TWO-DOLLAR	TUESDAYS
 All beer is $2 all night long
•	WORKFORCE	WEDNESDAYS
	 Free	Pupu’s	as	IceBreakers	THANK	YOU	 
to	our	Workforce

•	THROWBACK	THURSDAY	FOR	THE	LADIES
				•	$3 Shot Special
    •  Sexilicious Cocktail Special
    •  Free Pupu’s
Sundowner	Saturday
		(Cocktail	Special	all	night	long))

LIMA FESOASOANI
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Fa’asilasilaga mo 
le Talanoaina Suafa 
SAGAPOLUTELE 

i le laoa i Ili’ili
O le a ta’oto ia fa’amaene o Tai loloto ou paia 
Samoa, ona o sa’u Fa’asilasilaga fa’aaloalo i o’u gafa 
tau Tupu ou te malu ai i le ao mamala o le atu 
Samoa. Ua ia te a’u le fa’aaloalo oute fa’atulou, ma 
fa’apa’i atu male fa’aeteete i le mamalu o le tatou 
aiga SAGAPOLUTELE i le Afio’aga o Ili’ili ia i 
latou uma o e tau malae i lenei Suafa. Ua iai le 
fa’amoemoe afifio maia se’i o tatou mulumulu aufoe 
se tasi na te tausia lo tatou aiga i le afioaga ma le 
itumalo.
O le aso 30 o le masina o Setema 2017 i le taimi 
10:00 a.m. ile taeao lava. O lou le auai e le taofia ai 
le filifiliga a lo tatou aiga. Tatou talosia ia tatou aulia 
ma le manuia le aso fa’amoemoeina i le alofa ma le 
agalelei o le Atua. 
I le ava ma le fa’aaloalo tele,
O suli uma o le suafa Sagapolutele o lo’o tausia  
ma nonofo i le aiga. 

Th is Sunday, Sept. 3, 2017, photo provided by the U.S. Coast 
Guard shows the Magellan Midstream Partners storage tank farm 
in the Houston suburb of Galena Park. A Coast Guard offi  cial said 
Th ursday, Sept. 14, that less than 20 percent of a 461,000-gallon 
gasoline spill in Texas during Hurricane Harvey was recovered 
by the company responsible, while the rest evaporated or soaked 
into the ground. Only a minor amount of the spill appeared to 
have escaped the storage take farm. Th e Oklahoma-based com-
pany reported recovering about 2,000 barrels, or 84,000 gallons 
(320,000 liters), of gasoline in the days aft er the Aug. 31 spill, 
Coast Guard Lt. Commander Jarod Toczko said. 

 (U.S. Coast Guard via AP)

Coast Guard: 
Most fuel 

spilled from 
tank farm 

unrecoverable 
Less than 20 percent of a 

461,000-gallon (1.7-million-
liter) gasoline spill in Texas 
during Hurricane Harvey was 
recovered by the company 
responsible, while the rest 
evaporated or soaked into the 
ground, a U.S. Coast Guard 
offi cial said Thursday.

Only a minor amount of the 
spill appeared to have escaped 
past containment berms at the 
Magellan Midstream Part-
ners storage tank farm in the 
Houston suburb of Galena 
Park, said Coast Guard Lt. 
Commander Jarod Toczko. It’s 
the largest spill reported to date 
from the storm that made land-
fall in Texas last month.

The Oklahoma-based com-
pany reported recovering about 
2,000 barrels, or 84,000 gallons 
(320,000 liters), of gasoline in 
the days after the Aug. 31 spill, 
Toczko said. It’s unknown how 
much of the fuel evaporated 
and how much seeped into the 
ground.

“We know how much 
spilled, but it’s diffi cult to say 
the exact amount evaporated,” 
he said.

Gasoline is more volatile 
than oil, meaning it evaporates 
more quickly after it’s spilled. 
It’s also more likely to catch 
fi re and can more rapidly pen-
etrate the soil and potentially 
contaminate groundwater.

Magellan spokesman Bruce 
Heine says a cleanup of con-
taminated soil at the company’s 
facility should be completed 
within a few weeks. He esti-
mated that less than fi ve gal-
lons (19 liters) of fuel reached a 
small waterway adjacent to the 
company’s property that drains 
into the Houston Ship Channel. 
The rest was contained onsite.

“Although we do not have 
an estimate of the total volume 
of soil that we will remove and 
replace at this time, the project 
will comply with all laws and 
regulations,” Heine said.

State offi cials were not 
aware of any health concerns 
from the spill, according to 
Texas Commission of Environ-
mental Quality spokeswoman 
Andrea Morrow.

Environmentalists have 
criticized the offi cial response 
to the accident, including not 
notifying the public more 
quickly about the scale of the 
spill.

Magellan reported the 
total volume to federal offi -
cials on Sept 5. A day later, a 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency offi cial told The 
Associated Press that the spill 
was a “2,500-gallon fuel oil 
spill at the Houston Magellan 
facility.”

The volume was not pub-
licly reported until Sept. 11, in 
a story by the AP.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump on 
Thursday signed a resolution 
condemning white suprema-
cists and hate groups, hours 
after reviving his assertion that 
there were “bad dudes” among 
the people who assembled to 
oppose a white nationalist pro-
test in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
last month.

“You know, you have some 
pretty bad dudes on the other 
side also,” the president told 
reporters aboard Air Force 
once, sparking another round of 
criticism that the president has 
failed to adequately condemn 
hate speech.

The resolution, passed by 
Congress earlier this week, 
condemns “the violence and 
domestic terrorist attack that 
took place” in Charlottesville as 
well as white supremacists, neo-
Nazis and other hate groups.

It also urges the president 
and his administration to “speak 
out against hate groups that 
espouse racism, extremism, 
xenophobia, anti-Semitism and 
white supremacy,” and calls 
on the Justice Department and 
other federal agencies to “use 
all resources available” to 
address the growing prevalence 
of those groups.

“As Americans, we con-
demn the recent violence in 
Charlottesville and oppose 
hatred, bigotry, and racism in all 
forms,” Trump said in a state-
ment announcing the signing. 
He called on Americans to 
move forward “as one people” 
and “to rediscover the bonds of 
love and loyalty that bring us 
together as Americans.”

Trump’s earlier comments 
on Charlottesville came one day 

after he met in private with Sen. 
Tim Scott of South Carolina, 
the Senate’s lone black Repub-
lican, at the White House. The 
two discussed the president’s 
past remarks blaming “many 
sides” for the violence and death 
around a Confederate statue.

Recounting his conversa-
tion with Scott, Trump told 
reporters aboard Air Force One 
on Thursday: 

“I think especially in light of 
the advent of antifa, if you look 
at what’s going on there, you 
know, you have some pretty 
bad dudes on the other side also. 
And essentially that’s what I 
said.”

“Antifa” is short for “anti-
fascist,” an umbrella descrip-
tion for far-left-leaning militant 
groups.

Trump added that more and 
more people are starting to 
agree with him.

“A lot of people are saying 
— in fact a lot of people have 
actually written, ‘Gee Trump 
might have a point,’” Trump 
said. “I said, ‘You got some 
very bad people on the other 
side also,’ which is true.”

Trump last month said there 
were “very fi ne people” among 
the nationalists and neo-Nazis 
protesting the possible removal 
of a Confederate statue in 
Charlottesville.

Scott said he told the 
president that there was no 
comparison.

“We had three or four centu-
ries of rape, murder and death 
brought at the hands of the 
(Ku Klux Klan) and those who 
believe in a superior race,” he 
told reporters at the Capitol. “I 
wanted to make sure we were 
clear on the delineation between 

who’s on which side in the his-
tory of the nation.”

Scott bluntly criticized 
Trump for assigning blame in 
a way that put white suprema-
cist protesters on equal footing 
with counterdemonstrators who 
turned out for the Aug. 12 pro-
tests, sparked by Charlottesville 
offi cials’ decision to remove 
a statue of Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee.

That remark, Scott said, 
compromised Trump’s moral 
authority as president.

$1000 
Reward

For information and return of  
stolen jewelry taken from a private 

home in Pago Pago (Autapini)  
on Saturday, Sept. 8, 2017.

Call 770-9119.

LBJ TROPICAL MEDICAL CENTER
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

September 11, 2017
The Department of Human Resources is accepting applications for the following position.  
Job Title:       (2) MIS Technician  / (1) MIS Helpdesk Support
Department:  Management Information System (MIS)
Reports to:     Supervisor/Manager
Salary:            $ 15,800.00 - $ 23,000.00
Employment status: Full Time (Career Service)
Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
•	 Provide	support	for	Mainframe	components	and	PC	applications	widely	used	in	LBJ	operations
•	 Provide	an	on-going	support	to	staff,	observing	and	maintaining	the	LBJ	computers
•	 Work	collaboratively	with	the	MIS	team	in	the	delivery	of	IT	services	across	all	users
•	 Perform	system	wide	help	desk	functions	in	Microsoft	Network	environment,	 

Open	VISTA/CareVue	Clinical	Application,	Insight	support	and	software	Support.
•	 Aid	in	providing	support	and	setup	for	video	conferencing	session	request
•	 Aid	in	providing	support	and	setup	for	phone	conferencing	session	request
•	 Aid	in	providing	support	and	setup	for	presentations	and	network	setup	for	this	request
•	 Answer	the	phone	calls	pertaining	to	technical	and	user	issues,	log	and	input	tickets
•	 Assist	the	Manager	with	development	projects,	maintenance	and	operations
•	 Responsible	for	hardware/software	updates,	repair	and	technical	support	type	issues
•	 Implement	changes	subject	to	manager’s	approval	in	application	updates	and	installation
•	 Responsible	for	day	to	day	help	desk	tasks	to	improve	workflow.

Minimum Qualifications/Requirements
•	 AA	Degree	or	certificate	from	an	accredited	institution	of	study	or	at	least	three	(3)	years	of	experience	in	

the	field	of	Information	Technology	or	Technical	Support	Services.	
•	 Wide	range	experience	in	Microsoft	Windows	7,8,10	Pro,	Server	2003-2012	environments,	MS	suite	of	

products,	Network	experiences	(CAT5/CAT6	cabling/termination,	LAN	support),	PC	Hardware	knowledge	
and	troubleshooting	skills.	Communications	and	training	ability.	Experience	with	various	software	for	PC’s	
and	servers,	support	experience,	ability	to	adapt	and	be	very	flexible	to	demands	of	the	positions.	

•	 Must	have	the	ability	to	be	mobile	and	walk	distances	throughout	the	hospital	campus;	some	activities	will	
involve	climbing	and	crawling	through	narrow	spaces	and	various	areas	of	the	hospital	for	cabling.

Deadline for filing applications with the LBJ Office of Human Resources will be September 29, 2017 at 
4:00 pm.  Application forms are available at the Office of Human Resources

Trump revives debate on hate 
groups, then condemns them 

President Donald Trump talks with reporters aboard Air Force 
One, Th ursday, Sept. 14, 2017, en route to Washington.

  (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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DIOCESE SAMOA PAGO PAGO
HOPE HOUSE CARE FOR THE ELDERLY

FATUOAIGA PO BOX 596
PAGO PAGO AMERICAN SAMOA 96799

TEL: (684) 699-2101/2102

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

May the grace and peace of our Lord be with you.

This year marks the 30th Jubilee of the Nazareth House now renamed Hope House since its dedication in 
January 1987.
Hope House is the only home-care facility of its kind in our Territory, for the elderly patients, terminally ill 
and children with severe disabilities without regard for their denomination of faith.
As part of the 30th Jubilee program, the Hope House board has organized a week of events beginning with 
a Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday, September 24th at 4:00 pm. There will also be a Fiafia Night program for 
our residents on the evening of Monday, September 25th at 6:00 pm at the Fatuoaiga Malae.
Concluding the week long celebrations will be our annual fundraising golf tournament and raffle 
on September 30th, 2017 to raise the needed funds that help maintain Hope House.
We would be honored and look forward to your participation and support of Hope House 30th Jubilee 
celebrations. Please contact the following organizing committee members if you have any questions: Larry 
Sanitoa @ 733-3501, Ta’afano Joe Tavale @ 256-0362 or Teri Steffany @ 258-2981.
On behalf of the Diocese of Samoa Pago Pago and the Hope House board, I thank you for the tremendous 
support extended to Hope House these past 30 years.  
Sincerely in the Lord,
Most Reverend Peter Brown
Bishop of the Diocese of Samoa Pago PagoAmerican Samoa

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 2017, 4:00 PM
MASS OF THANKSGIVING – DIOCESE OF SAMOA PAGO PAGO,  
HOLY FAMILY CATHEDRAL
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH 2017, 6:00 PM
HOPE HOUSE FIAFIA NIGHT @ FATUOAIGA MALAE  
– Next to Holy Family Cathedral
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH 2017, 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM
HOPE HOUSE ROADSIDE WAVE – “THANK YOU AMERICAN SAMOA!”  
– In front of Island Pizza & Tropical Chicken
 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH 2017, 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
HOPE HOUSE FACILITY TOUR – Confirmed & Scheduled Tours
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH 2017, 12:00 PM
HOPE HOUSE GOLF TOURNAMENT  
– 1ST Group of Confirmed Teams
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH 2017, 6:30 AM
HOPE HOUSE GOLF TOURNAMENT – Shotgun Tee-Off  
– All Teams & Individual Players
HOPE HOUSE RAFFLE DRAWING @ 2:00 PM
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HOPE HOUSE ROADSIDE WAVE – “THANK YOU AMERICAN SAMOA!” 

Paid for by PPTC in the spirit of community service


