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Taupou Manaia dance 
group performed Wednesday 
night at the Gov. H. Rex Lee 
Auditorium during the 4th 
and fi nal night of the 40th 
Annual Territorial Holiday 
Music Festival sponsored by 
the Arts Council of American 
Samoa, and funded by the 
National Endowment of the 
Arts with additional funding 
from Special Programs under 
the Governor’s Offi  ce. 

  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

we Are oPen SUndAy — 7Am - 8Pm
With 3 more days to go, Cost U Less promises you the biggest 

Christmas Savings this season!
Sale is ongoing now until Sunday, December 24, 2017 — that’s 

Christmas Eve…
Pick up CUL’s 

Christmas Flyer 
and check out 
their Fresh, Fun & 
Friendly Christmas 
Savings for the best 
value on gift items, 
food items and 
household goods.

Last minute gift 
ideas include Men’s 
& Ladies Fragrance 
sets from as low 
as $4.99. Assorted 
bath sets are now 
available at 25% 
off, Rain Essential 
Golf Umbrellas are 
just $10.99 — per-
fect for that avid 
golfer during the 
rainy season or just 
want that coverage 

from the wet.
Make mom happy with kitchen essentials like a Mr. Coffee 

4-cup coffeemaker for only $9.99, an OSTER Top Chop 4-cup 
chopper for only $19.99 or a Lifetime 6ft Utility table for $79.99. 

Hurricane season is here so stock up on their GE Enbrighten 
Lanterns now available for $29.99. A savings of $10 dollars off.

Cool Living 6K window Air Conditioner with remote control, 
digital thermostat and Energy Star® rated is now only $169.99. 
Quite a steal.

Last minute children’s presents? No problem, Playgro Musical 
Activity packs, Music and lights comfy cars, Bendon Activity 
Tubes, Vtech Go Go Smart Wheels 3 in 1 raceway sets and Leap 
Frog Mr. Pencil’s Scribble & Write toys are available with prices 
starting from as low as $9.99!

Older kids? PNY Rechargeable 7800mAh Battery allows you 
to charge 2 devices at once, with a digital battery level display 

CHRISTMAS DOES 
COST U LESS!

(Continued on page 8)

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The daughter of a man accused of sexually 
assaulting a 17-girl old girl has told a High Court 
jury that she doesn’t believe what her father is 
accused of and she was never interviewed by 
police about the case, although she was home 
during the time the alleged assault occurred. 

The testimony was provided during Day 
Three of testimony in the trial of local busi-
nessman, Mukesh ‘Bob’ Chand who is accused 
of sexually assaulting — between late evening of 
Apr. 6 and the wee hours of Apr. 7 this year, the 
17-year old, who is a friend of the defendant’s 
daughter. He is charged with one count each of 
sodomy, deviate sexual assault, and fi rst-degree 
sexual abuse. 

The alleged victim was at Chand’s home 
working with the defendant’s daughter on put-
ting together food plates for a fundraiser. 

The defendant’s daughter took the witness 
stand yesterday morning and the testimony lasted 
through early afternoon. She told the jury that 
she has known the victim since their freshman 
year and became friends in their senior year at a 
local high school, where the victim’s mother is a 
teacher and the victim’s father a coach. 

She explained that the victim’s father is “very 
nice... but also kind of strict... kind of very fi rm.” 

Defense attorney, Richard Desaulles walked 
the witness through the events of Apr. 6 to the 
next day Apr. 7 — but later in the trial, Acting 
Associate Justice Elvis P. Patea told the defense 
to keep the questions short, stop “going-back-

and forth” on the time frame of each specifi c 
event and don’t lead the witness in the way the 
questions are phrased. 

According to the witness, she and her friend 
— the victim — were at her house (the defen-
dant’s home), making plans for preparation of 
food plates to sell as a fundraiser. At that time, 
the pair made “plans to go see friends” at Coc-
oland that evening after cooking. These friends 
were contacted about the plans. 

The witness said the victim, never told her 
parents about the plans to go out that night to visit 
friends at Cocoland. She said the victim spent the 
night at her home, and around 1a.m., the pair 
planned to go see their friends at Cocoland. 

So the pair went to the defendant’s bedroom, 
to ask for permission to leave the house at that 
time of the night or 1a.m. Apr. 7, to see one of 
their close female friends, who lives in Cocoland. 
Instead the witness said she and the victim were 
told by her dad that not much money is made by 
selling food and that the dad spoke more about 
businesses where money could be made. 

The victim “suddenly said that she wanted 
to go see her boyfriend,” the witness testifi ed, 
adding that “I was surprised that she [the victim] 
blurted that out.”

In response, the dad told the victim that “she 
was too young to have a boy friend” and asked 
whether the victim’s parents knew that the victim 
had a boyfriend, according to the witness, who 
added that her dad then told her to take the friend 
(victim) home. 

Defendant’s daughter, in sexual assault 
case says, “I didn’t believe it”

Samoa News management and staff wish ALL — including Toa o Samoa — a Merry Merry 
Christmas. Please be safe. 

May our holiday be joyous and blessed with the Lord’s kindnesses to each one of us. We are 
not publishing on Christmas Day, Monday, Dec. 25 as well as Tuesday, Dec. 26.  We will have 
a paper for Wednesday, Dec. 27. [photo: SN]

(Continued on page 8)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

American Samoa govern-
ment workers are getting an 
early Christmas gift — by way 
of their paychecks — because 
next week Monday is Christmas 
Day 2017, where American 
Samoa joins Christians around 
the world to celebrate the birth 
of Christ. 

Local residents are also 
hoping for good weather, after 
a spate of storms and just wet 
weather over the last several 
weeks.

“ASG payroll checks will be 
distributed tomorrow Friday, 
December 22, 2017 as Monday 
is an offi cial Holiday,” Deputy 
Treasurer for Revenue, Keith 
Gebauer said yesterday after-
noon responding to Samoa 
News inquiries. 

Monday is the actual ASG 
payday and Samoa News under-
stands that employees using 
direct deposit are expected to 
receive their money in bank 
accounts by tomorrow morning. 

Employees of some ASG 
departments and offi ces are 
hoping that “everyone working 
in ASG gets” their paycheck 
in time for Christmas because 

there have been several times 
where some employees didn’t 
get paid until after a special 
payroll run.

“This paycheck for all of 
us working in local govern-
ment covers both Christmas 
and New Year’s Day, ‘cause the 
next payroll falls on the second 
Monday of January,” said two 
ASG employees interviewed 
by Samoa News yesterday 
morning.

Christmas is a special day 
for Christians, and especially 
locally — where church con-
gregations are intricately woven 
into the fi ne mat of the Samoan 
culture. It is a day of giving 
thanks for the many blessings 
each and everyone in American 
Samoa has received this year.

“While Christmas is syn-
onymous with physical gifts, a 
kind gesture to your neighbor, 
doing a good deed for someone 
in need, uttering a kind word 
for those in trouble, or simply 
displaying a spirit of goodwill 
will go a long way to make this 
Christmas special for someone,” 
Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
said in his annual Christmas 
message. 

“On this Christmas, 
remember our heroes — the 
men and women in all of the 
Armed Forces of the United 
States, who are placed in harm’s 
way in order to protect our 
freedom and ensure that we live 
in peace, free from oppression 
and injustice,” he said. 

Christmas Eve this year falls 
on a Sunday. This time of the 
year, many will spend Christmas 
with their families and friends, 
after church services.

A check with the Manu’a 
Island group reveals that the 
highlight of their celebrations 
will be church services, with 
many Manu’a residents now on 
Tutuila for the holidays.

Traffi c is expected to be busy 
today, with the expected release 
of the ASG payroll, and this 
is especially true for the town 
area where banks are located. 
Heavier traffi c is slated for 
tomorrow especially around the 
Laufou Shopping Center. Some 
stores are expected to open 
Sunday after church services.

Many shops in the terri-
tory have stayed open longer 
hours since late last week and 
will continue to stay open later 
than usual today and tomorrow.  
Grocery stores are reporting 
that they are prepared for the 
Christmas rush — and along 
with shops, they are banking on 
Christmas shopping to increase 
revenues.

Lolo has already declared 
Monday, Dec. 25 a government 

holiday. Therefore all govern-
ment offi ces will be closed on 
this designated holiday and 
ASG employees working on 
that day will be compensated 
according to applicable laws 
and regulations. 

The District Court will 
also be closed on Monday and 
anyone taken into custody 
tonight and throughout the 
three-day Christmas weekend, 
will spend the Christmas 
weekend behind bars, until the 
court opens for business next 
week Tuesday.

The majority of the territo-
ry’s businesses — including the 
three banks — will be closed 
Dec. 25. 

At StarKist Samoa, produc-
tion will shut down for three 
weeks instead of the usual end 
of the year two-weeks down-
time. Not exactly good news for 
cannery workers who just saw a 
5-week shutdown between late 
October to mid November.

StarKist Inc., corporate 
spokesperson Michelle Faist 
said the cannery’s last produc-
tion day is today, Friday, and 
production will resume on 
Monday, January 15. “Wishing 
everyone a safe and happy hol-
iday,” Faist said yesterday. 

With the holidays in full 
swing, the government’s 
Alcohol Beverage Control 
(ABC) Board reminds vendors, 
bars and restaurants that when 
selling or serving alcohol they 
must abide by the rules and 
regulations. 

Local law states that beer 
taverns and alcoholic beverage 
licensees may sell or serve beer 
or alcoholic beverages from 
8:00 a.m. through 2:00 a.m. the 
following morning. 

Stores are allowed up to 
10:00 p.m. to sell alcohol and 
beer. Alcohol is prohibited from 
being sold on Sundays at stores. 

Police start their annual 
holiday enforcement program 
today, after 6p.m until Jan. 5, 
2018 at 6a.m.

 It’s,beefi ng up road patrols, 
conducting roadblocks at unan-
nounced locations and checking 
on taverns and stores selling 
beer and alcohol. This includes 
monitoring the sale of alcohol 
to underage drinkers.

In observance of Christmas 
Day 2017, Samoa News will not 
publish on Monday (Christmas 
Day) and Tuesday, Dec. 26 and 
will return on Wednesday, Dec. 
27. 

From all of us at Samoa 
News: “We wish the people 
of American Samoa and our 
Toa o Samoa, a Merry Merry 
Christmas.”

Manuia le Kerisimasi America Samoa 
— it’s a 3-day weekend for most

ASG worKerS looKinG forwArd to An eArly PAydAy

SAN DIEGO (AP) — 
Former Marine Marco Chavez 
could not sleep the night before 
he was set to cross the border 
and return to the United States, 
a country he considers home 
after he was deported to Mexico 
15 years ago following a dog 
beating conviction.

When Chavez fi nally walked 
Thursday into the United States 
through the Tijuana-San Diego 
border crossing on Thursday, he 
was speechless and still in dis-
belief that he had won his battle 
to regain his permanent U.S. 
residency.It was an historic day 
for the Mexican-born father of 
three who returned to the U.S. 
as a grandfather. He is consid-
ered among the few former ser-
vice members to regain perma-
nent residency out of hundreds 
of veterans who have been 
deported.

“I was very nervous, very 
excited and it was still, I can’t 
believe it until now,” Chavez 
said standing outside a McDon-
ald’s, just inside the California 
side of the border.He was met 
by hugs and screams of “Wel-
come!” and “Bienvenidos!” by 
a group of veterans and immi-
grant rights advocates waving 
U.S. fl ags.Chavez said it will 
be an unforgettable Christmas 
because he will spend it with 
his family.

“I’ll be able to wake up 
Christmas morning, and hug 

them and let them know I’m 
home,” Chavez said, his father 
standing by his side.

His father, Antonio Chavez, 
told reporters in English and 
Spanish that he was grateful to 
have his son fi nally home.

“I’m very thankful and 
happy,” Antonio Chavez said, 
his voice quivering as Marco 
Chavez hugged him.

The return gives hope to the 
other deported U.S. military 
veterans, said Nathan Fletcher, 
a Marine combat veteran 
whose organization lobbied on 
Chavez’s behalf.

“For those of us who have 
served and fought for this 
country, we can’t rest until they 
all come home,” said Fletcher, 
among the fi rst to welcome 
Marco Chavez back with a big 
hug.Fletcher, a former Cali-
fornia state lawmaker, founded 
the Honorably Discharged/Dis-
honorably Deported Coalition 
that tries to help deported vet-
erans get back to the U.S.

“We are here today because 
a group of people said if you are 
willing to die for a country, that 
country would not leave you 
behind, that country would not 
let you be deported,” he said.

Earlier this year at the 
request of Fletcher’s organi-
zation, California Gov. Jerry 
Brown pardoned Chavez for a 
1998 conviction for animal cru-
elty in a dog beating. 

Deported ex-Marine 
speechless after return to US 
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

A “mechanical issue 
affecting a fuel indicator” 
caused the delayed departure 
of Hawaiian Airlines fl ight 
Wednesday night returning 
to Honolulu, says airline 
spokesman Alex Da Silva. The 
plane fi nally left around 2 p.m., 
yesterday.

Hawaiian had already sched-
uled three extra sections for the 
holiday season to accommodate 
heavy passenger traffi c between 
Honolulu and Pago Pago. The 
fl ights operating on Wednes-
days — Dec. 20 & Dec. 27, 
2017 and Jan. 3, 201 — arriving 
and departing Pago Pago at 
night, similar to current fl ight 
times on Fridays and Mondays. 

The Wednesday night fl ight, 
Dec. 20, arrived as scheduled but 
Samoa News received reports 
that evening the return fl ight 
was delayed until Thursday 
afternoon (yesterday).

Responding to a Samoa 
News request for comments, Da 
Silva said yesterday morning 
that the fl ight had been delayed 
returning to Honolulu “due to 
a mechanical issue affecting a 
fuel indicator.”

Monday night’s fl ight back 
to Honolulu, this week, was 
also delayed and Samoa News 
was told by airport offi cials that 
it was “due to bad weather” at 
the time, when the territory was 
bombarded with strong winds 
and heavy rain. That fl ight 
didn’t depart Pago Pago until 
around 12:35 on Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Hawaiian 
announced earlier this week that 
it will no longer accept smart 
bags containing non-removable 
lithium ion batteries as checked 
or carry-on luggage beginning 
Jan. 15, 2018.

According to the airline, 
these batteries have been known 
to short-circuit, posing a safety 
risk for airlines. Smart bags fea-
turing removable batteries may 
be carried on and stored in the 
overhead bin as long as they 
remain turned off for the dura-
tion of the fl ight in accordance 
with Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) Regulations 
regarding lithium ion batteries. 

Passengers may check a 
smart bag if its battery has been 
removed. Furthermore, the 
detached battery, which must be 
carried in the cabin, will need to 
have its terminals isolated to 
prevent a short circuit. 

Hawaiian is not the only 
airline imposing such restric-
tions and industry offi cials told 
Samoa News yesterday that 
travelers should always check 
with the individual airlines 
they are traveling on for these 
types of “important policies” 
that are important for the safety 
of the aircraft, fl ight crew and 
passengers. 

In a news release the air-
line cited the International 
Air Transport Association’s 
description of features of a 
‘smart bag’ to provide further 

understanding of this important 
issue for the airline industry. 
Features includes:

• Lithium ion battery 
and motor allowing it to be 
used as a personal transporta-
tion device, either as a stand-up 
scooter, or sit on vehicle. These 
devices do not meet the criteria 
of a mobility device. 

• Lithium ion battery 
power bank that allows charging 
of other electronic devices such 
as mobile phones, tablets and 
laptops. 

• GPS tracking devices 
with or without GSM capability. 

• Bluetooth, Radio-Fre-
quency Identifi cation (RFID) 
and Wi-Fi capability. 

• Electronic baggage 
tags. 

• Electronic lock(s). 
• Lithium ion battery, 

motor and tracking device 
(GPS) allowing the bag to self-
propel and ‘follow’ the owner.v

Two of HAL fl ights delayed 
to next day this week

new reGUlAtionS for “SmArt lUGGAGe” 

Vatia Methodist choir performed Wednesday night at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium during 
the 4th and fi nal night of the 40th Annual Territorial Holiday Music Festival sponsored by the Arts 
Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts with additional 
funding from Special Programs under the Governor’s Offi  ce.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]



by Teri Hunkin
Special to Samoa News

The Cabinet of the American Samoa Gov-
ernment had a rare treat during their December 
meeting this year. It was during their luncheon 
work meeting, which was held at the Gov. H. 
Rex Lee Auditorium on December 14 that mem-
bers of American Samoa’s National Park Service 
(NPS) gave the Cabinet an unusual performance, 
meant to be both entertaining and enlightening.

With a unique mixture of art and science, 
employees of American Samoa’s National Parks 
combined song and dance with cultural story-
telling, displaying for the Cabinet an innovative 
method with which to teach English, science, 
cultural history and the wonders of our National 
Park. 

Utilizing original material written by UH pro-
fessors Ron Turituri and Mene Tauaa and per-
formed by American Samoa NPS employees, the 
group drew upon Samoan legends and chiefly 
oratory, and wove it together with science les-
sons  in this case, science lessons gleaned 
from studying the native fruit bats (pe’a) of the 
Territory. 

The University of Hawaii instructors 
enjoyed watching the performance along with 
Namulau’ulu Tofilau Tavita Togia, American 
Samoa’s NPS Terrestrial Ecologist, who had col-
laborated on the piece, as the park rangers sang 
and danced their ecology lesson for the leaders of 
the Lolo administration.

The idea for this unique fusion was born after 
Governor Lolo Matalasi Moliga requested that 
teachers place more emphasis upon Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) education in order to prepare American 
Samoa students for 21st Century careers.

According to Dr. Deborah Zuercher of Uni-
versity of Hawaii, Manoa College of Education, 
the National Math and Science Initiative (2017) 
predicts that the U.S. will need one-million more 
STEM professionals over the next decade than it 
is projected to produce at the current rate.

In response to the Governor’s STEM edu-
cation request, University of Hawaii educators 
and the National Park of American Samoa rain-
forest scientists created a partnership designed 
to enable students of the Territory to meet those 
national workplace needs.

Dr. Zuercher told Samoa News, “Scientists 
need to be better teachers and teachers need to be 
better scientists.”

With that in mind, the UH professor noted 
that UH is excited to offer a Master’s Degree 
program with a STEM focus beginning in Jan-
uary 2018, and it will bring together NPS rangers 

and ASDOE elementary and secondary teachers 
from Tutuila and Manu’a. 

Two of the eight courses required for this 
nationally-accredited Masters degree program 
will be paid for with a National Science Founda-
tion grant that UH received to promote STEM 
education in the Pacific, making this opportu-
nity an exceptional value, and ASDOE Director, 
Ruth Matagi-Tofiga has approved the UH pro-
motion of this graduate degree program.

The great scientist Albert Einstein said, “We 
can’t solve problems by using the same kind of 
thinking we used to create them.” Combining 
scientists and educators in STEM classes is an 
innovative way for Pacific leaders to collaborate 
to solve Pacific problems, and lessons presented 
using Samoan cultural arts makes it all the more 
memorable for the students.

In order to accomplish this task, NPS Ter-
restrial Ecologist Namulau’ulu Tavita and UH 
instructors Turituri and Tauaa formed a collab-
orative partnership in 2017. The idea was to pilot 
the creation of place-based STEM integrated 
lesson plans about the Samoan Fruit Bat. 

With this first successful collaboration under 
their belt, the scientists and educators in Amer-
ican Samoa plan to continue to write these types 
of original, place-based and culturally-respon-
sive lesson plans and books—all featuring the 
plants and animals in American Samoa. 

Evelyn Lili’o-Satele, currently serving as 
Director of the Territorial Administration on 
Aging, was present at the Cabinet meeting. 
A life-long educator, she is a former science 
teacher and school principal, and noted that she 
thoroughly enjoyed the presentation. 

She told Samoa News, “For so long, we 
have taught children from a curriculum that was 
developed for students residing in the US.  For 
example, we would ask, ‘Why does it snow in 
Alaska?’  

 “Perhaps we should also be asking, ’Why 
doesn’t it snow in Samoa?’ Place based curri-
cula brings it home. Our students can identify 
with bats and legends as seen in the presentation. 
It makes learning — and teaching — real, and 
increases student’s ability to retain the things 
they have learned.  I look forward to seeing a 
performance by students and teachers.”

Namulau’ulu Tavita Togia, who is also the 
NPSA-Governor’s Office Invasive Species 
Project Leader, earned his Bachelor in Science 
degree at UH Hilo and his Master’s Degree in 
Educational Leadership from the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa. He understands the merit of 
connecting science and education for the con-
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There is Power in Partnership!
AmericAn SAmoA ScientiStS And UniverSity of HAwAii edUcAtorS 

collAborAte to fUrtHer Stem edUcAtion

On December 14, 2017, National Park American Samoa rangers and University of Hawaii 
instructors presented highlights from the Fruit Bat Curriculum, which included an original song, a 
Haka and a drama featuring the Samoan legend of the native Fruit Bat. [courtesy photo]

(Continued on page 10)

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— South Korea’s government 
on Friday began investigating a 
fire that tore through an eight-
floor building and killed 29 
people in the central city of 
Jecheon in the country’s dead-
liest blaze in nearly a decade.

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in was planning to 
visit the scene where police and 
government agencies, including 
the national fire agency and 
forensic service, launched a 
joint inspection into the cause 
of Thursday’s fire.

Fire department officials 
said it likely began at the build-
ing’s parking lot. A Jecheon fire 
department official, who didn’t 
want to be named, citing office 
rules, said there was nothing so 
far to suggest that the fire had 
been deliberately set.

Local media showed fire-
fighters battling the blaze with 

trucks and helicopters, and a 
man jumping from a window 
as firefighters held a mattress 
below.

The fire left 29 others injured. 
Most of those who died were 
women who had been using 
the public bath on the second 
and third floors, which made it 
harder for them to escape, fire 
department officials said.

It was the country’s worst 
fire since 2008, when 40 people 
died at a refrigerated warehouse 
in Icheon, near capital Seoul.

Organizers for the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
said the Olympic torch relay had 
been scheduled to pass through 
Jecheon on Friday, but the route 
has been revised because of 
the tragedy.The building had 
several restaurants and leisure 
facilities, including a gym, the 
public bath and an indoor golf 
practice facility.

29 die, 29 injured in South 
Korean building fire 

Firefighters and police officers prepare to enter a damaged 
building after a fire in Jecheon, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 22, 
2017. South Korea‚Äôs government on Friday began investi-
gating the fire that tore through the eight-floor building and killed 
29 people in the central city of Jecheon in the country‚Äôs dead-
liest blaze in nearly a decade.  (Sun Myung-gon/Yonhap via AP)

TOKYO (AP) — Share 
prices edged higher Friday 
morning in Asia, tracking 
modest gains on Wall Street. 
Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 index was 
flat at 22,868.04 following Cab-
inet approval of a budget plan 
that includes record defense 
outlays and an extra 2.9 trillion 
yen ($25.6 billion) in stimulus 
spending.KEEPING SCORE: 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index 
added 0.3 percent to 29,444.78 
and the Kospi in South Korea 
climbed 0.4 percent to 2,439.25. 
The Shanghai Composite index 
was up 0.1 percent at 3,303.81 
and the S&P ASX 200 in Aus-
tralia gained 0.2 percent to 
6,071.20. Shares in Southeast 
Asia were mixed.

WALL STREET: Banks 
and energy companies led U.S. 

stocks higher in subdued trading 
Thursday, erasing modest losses 
from the day before. Sentiment 
was brightened by strong eco-
nomic growth data. The Stan-
dard & Poor’s 500 index rose 
0.2 percent to 2,684.57 and the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
gained 0.2 percent to 24,782.29. 
The Nasdaq composite added 
0.1 percent to 6,965.36 and the 
Russell 2000 index of smaller-
company stocks picked up 0.5 
percent, to 1,547.11.

U.S. DATA: The Com-
merce Department reported the 
U.S. economy grew at a solid 
3.2 percent annual rate in the 
third quarter. That was slightly 
slower than previously esti-
mated, but follows a 3.1 per-
cent gain in GDP for the second 
quarter. Combined.

Asian shares creep higher, 
tracking Wall St pre-holiday lull 
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compiled by Samoa News staff
GivinG wASHinGton 

StAte A ‘tASte of 
SAmoA’

Washingtonians know that 
people are attracted to their 
majestic state from all over the 
world, but particularly from the 
islands sprinkled throughout the 
Pacifi c Ocean.

Citizens of Taiwan and the 
Philippines, and residents of 
the islands of American states 
such as Alaska and Hawai’i, 
fi nd Washington to be a conve-
nient port of entry to the United 
States.

Samoa, also fi nds its resi-
dents making their way to our 
beautiful state —and bringing 
their cuisine along with them. 
There is actually quite the 
Samoan community here in 
Pierce County — and they sure 
did miss their native foods.

One of these Samoans, who 
now calls Washington home, 
is Ed Leota, one of the owners 
of the Taste of Samoa Bakery 
in Parkland. He, along with his 
uncle by marriage, Ron Man-
ning, own and operate the res-
taurant. Manning runs the busi-
ness end, and Leota helms the 
kitchen.

“I started baking from home, 
for fundraisers and gym nights 
in Tacoma,” says Leota. “At 
gym nights you pay three dol-

lars to play volleyball and bas-
ketball and we also sell some of 
our food there.”

You can say that Leota 
learned by doing. “Besides 
watching my mom cook while I 
was a kid, I didn’t learn anything 
else back then,” says Leota. “I 
have zero background in the 
restaurant industry. I learned 
everything off of YouTube.” 

He worked on perfecting 
his craft in the kitchen through 
research, taste tests and trying 
out new recipes.

Manning, takes care of the 
business’ admin, banking and 
legal aspects, such as trips to the 
Department of Health, opening 
banking business account, and 
so on.

“The majority of our cus-
tomers are Samoan,” says 
Leota. “In fact, we chose this 
location because it is close 
to home and there are a lot of 
Polynesians in the area.”

Chimes in Ron: “We didn’t 
have any signifi cant restaurant 
experience, just the passion to 
start a business and share our 
recipes with everyone.”

Of course, aside from pro-
viding Polynesians with a taste 
of home, Leota and Manning 
have also been exposing new-
bies to Samoan cuisine, and to 
rave reviews.

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

(Continued on page 11)
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is no only $1499. How about a Seiki 40” 1080p 
60Hz Smart HDTV with built in wifi , built in 
media Apps, 60Hz Refresh Rate, and Inputs of 3 
HDMI, 2 USB is now only $279.99.

And now for the FOOD!  CALLING ALL 
FOODIES — IT’S CHRISTMAS FEAST TIME

Healthy Happy Choices make for a Happy 
You with the wide selection of healthy prod-
ucts to choose from. Cost U less has Mariani 
Pitted prunes, Rice Gourmet Chicken Teriyaki 
bowls, Crunchmaster Multi-Grain Gluten-Free 
Crackers, Sugar Free Pound Cake, Joes Dairy 
All Natural Sausage Links and organic celery to 
name a few. A huge variety of products, good 
quality and great prices makes shopping at Cost 
U Less a stress-free experience.

Christmas Eve Party? Come on down and 
check out the huge selection of party foods and 
drinks available just for you.

12-PAK of Pepsi products in a assorted 
variety are available for $7.49, a 3-pak of Mar-
tinelli Sparkling Cider is $7.99, Nabisco Oreo 
Cookies value pack of 10 packs of cookies is just 
$8.99, Cale mix, Real Fresh Milk, Vienna Sau-
sage, Apple & Eve 100% juice boxes Variety 
packs of 32 are also available. 

Our fresh produce aisle has russet potatoes, 
Clementine mandarins,yellow onions, celery, 
organic yams, along with a wide variety of fruits 
and vegetable available.

Beef rib roast, Cooks spiral ham, New York 
steak, Aqua Star raw shrimp, Aqua Star Pacifi c 
salmon fi llet, Cooked Perfect Homestyle meat-
balls, Tyson all natural cornish hens, Eckrich 
smoked sausage and Polska Kielbasa, chicken 
wings,  chicken tenderloins and shrimp are every-
thing you will need for your Christmas Feast.

Campbell’s Soups, Macaroni and Cheese, 
pasta, Starkest Tuna in Water, Parmesan cheese, 
Alfredo sauces, coconut oil, dried fi gs, mixed 
vegetables, Nong Shim Ramyun Noodles, stuffed 
olives, and Dole pineapple chunks are also avail-
able to compliment your table.

Don’t forget to check out the Beverage Spe-
cials! 1L Johnnie Walker Gold Reserve is now 
only $59.99! 

5L Assorted variety of Francia Boxed Wines 
are now only $28.99. 

Vailima extra Strong beer 12 in a case is now 
$23.99 750ml.

For mixes and just plain thirst with the 
Christmas feast — V8 Vegetable Juice, Welch’s 
100% Grape Juice, Ocean Spray Juices and 
cocktails.

Cost U Less is open from Monday to Sunday 
7am to 8pm for all your shopping needs and will 
be closed Christmas Day. 

Visit them @ costless.com or on facebook.
com/CostULess. 

All Items limited to stock on hand. No rain 
checks. Cost U Less reserves the right to limit 
quantities. 

Grab a Flyer included in Wednesday’s Samoa 
News or head on over to Cost U Less and see for 
yourself the wide selection of Christmas savings 
available to you. 

Remember parking is great! So - it’s easy 
shopping!

Call us at 699-5975 for any questions and 
information.

Cost U Less Management and Staff wishes 
American Samoa a Very Merry and Safe 
Christmas and a Happy & Prosperous New Year.

Asked by the defense as to 
the victim’s reaction to what 
the defendant (dad) told the 
pair, the witness said the victim 
“seemed depressed” and “upset, 
I guess.” 

(When cross examined 
later by the government if she 
is “sure that the victim was 
depressed,” the witness gave 
a fi rm “yes” adding that the 
victim was “disappointed.”

Thereafter the victim went 
to the couch and tapped on 
her iPad and the witness went 
to the kitchen to clean up and 
didn’t fi nish until around 3a.m. 
on Apr. 7. Around 4a.m., the 
witness said she observed the 
victim sleeping on the couch 
hugging her iPad and she cov-
ered her with a blanket. 

The victim had testifi ed ear-
lier this week that her friend’s 
bedroom (the defendant’s 
daughter) was cold because the 
air conditioner was on. There-
fore she slept on the couch in 
the living room because the air 
conditioner was turned off. 

Responding to the defense’s 
questions yesterday, the witness 
(defendant’s daughter) testi-
fi ed that the air conditioner was 
on in the living room, because 
this area of the house has no 
windows and it’s the reason 
she covered the victim with a 
blanket. 

The defense also had ques-
tions to counter testimonies ear-
lier this week from the victim, 
that the defendant’s house is 

gated and there is one exit out 
of the area and the gate door is 
locked from the inside and only 
the defendant has the key. 

However, the witness tes-
tifi ed that there are four gate 
doors to exit and enter, and at 
least two of those exit/ entrance 
gate doors, there is enough 
room, for a “person my size” 
— meaning small in stature — 
“to squeeze through”. (Both the 
victim and the witness are small 
sized.)

The witness also testifi ed 
that the key is always placed 
in the living room, next to the 
TV but she wasn’t sure if the 
key was there at the morning in 
question. 

According to the witness, 
she slept in her bedroom and 
the victim woke her up around 
7:40a.m. (Apr. 7) and “showed 
me her iPad.”

The defense asked as to what 
the victim told her at that time, 
but the government quickly 
objected, as the response would 
be considered hearsay. 

The defense then touched on 
specifi c events of the morning 
of Apr. 7 when the pair worked 
on getting their food plates 
ready, going to the store to get 
bread and other duties. At least 
fi ve times throughout this line 
of questioning, of the events, 
Desaulles asked about the 
victim’s “general mood” and 
“demeanor”.

The witness gave similar 

➧ Cost u Less…
Continued from page 1

➧ Defendant…
Continued from page 1

(Continued on page 14)
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servation of American Samoa’s 
natural resources and culture.

Namulau’ulu Tavita intro-
duced the Fruit Bat performance 
to the Governor’s Cabinet with 
these words: 

 “The National Park and our 
conservation partners thank 
the Honorable Governor Lolo 
Moliga, Lt. Governor Lemanu, 
Chief of Staff Fiu Saelua and 
the entire cabinet for the oppor-
tunity to showcase the place 
based and culturally respon-
sive conservation curriculum 
created by the University of 
Hawaii – College of Education 
and the National Park of Amer-
ican Samoa. There is power in 

partnerships!”
He reminded the assembled 

leaders, “We joined forces 
with the Governor’s Offi ce to 
restore our islands’ biodiversity 
by removing invasive species, 
rehabilitating wetland ecosys-
tems and establishing climate 
research across Tutuila and the 
Manua Islands. “With the sup-
port of Governor Lolo Moliga, 
we obtained over $1 million 
federal funding to reclaim and 
protect more than seven thou-
sand acres of Samoan rainfor-
ests. Our performance with the 
University of Hawaii today 
illustrates our new initiative to 
transform science to education 

so that we can develop the next 
generation of local stewards to 
maintain Le Tofi  o Samoa, o 
lona fanua ma le lauele’ele.” 

The University of Hawaii 
College of Education has 
nationally-accredited programs 
and is ranked in the top 100 
U.S. Colleges of Education and 
86th in the world. Samoa scien-
tists and educators that are inter-
ested in receiving additional 
information about the Univer-
sity of Hawaii 2018 Master’s 
Degree with a STEM emphasis 
program can contact University 
of Hawaii on-island instructor, 
William Thompson at wft@
hawaii.edu. 

Train cars are jumbled together with vehicles below a railroad bridge at the scene of an Amtrak 
train crash onto Interstate 5 a day earlier Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2017, in DuPont, Wash. Federal investi-
gators say they don’t yet know why the Amtrak train was traveling 50 mph over the speed limit when 
it derailed Monday south of Seattle.  (AP Photo/Elaine Th ompson)

➧ There is power…
Continued from page 4

Nearly 300 people have 
died in train crashes that could 
have been prevented if railroads 
across the U.S. implemented 
critical speed-control tech-
nology that federal safety inves-
tigators have been pushing for 
close to fi ve decades, according 
to rail crash data obtained by 
The Associated Press.

But despite overwhelming 
evidence it could save lives, 
Congress extended the dead-
lines for railroads to implement 
so-called positive train control 
for years.

All the while, new high-speed 
train routes continue to spring 
into operation without the tech-
nology, including the new route 
involved in Monday’s Amtrak 
crash south of Seattle that killed 
three people and one in Florida 
that’s expected to start service 
in the coming weeks.

Data that the National Trans-
portation Safety Board provided 
to AP on Wednesday shows the 
crashes that the agency says 
could have been prevented by 
positive train control have led to 
298 deaths, 6,763 injuries and 
nearly $385 million in property 
damage.

The records list crashes from 
1969 through May 2015 — 

when an Amtrak train derailed 
in Philadelphia, killing eight 
people — and do not include 
Monday’s wreck outside of 
Seattle, which experts say likely 
could have been prevented by 
the technology.

The board fi rst recom-
mending using “automatic 
train control” after two Penn 
Central commuter trains col-
lided in Darien, Connecticut on 
Aug, 20, 1969, killing four and 
injuring 43.

The GPS-based technology 
is designed to automatically 
slow or stop trains that are going 
too fast and can take over con-
trol of a train when an engineer 
is distracted or incapacitated.

“We have recommended 
PTC for decades,” Bella Dinh-
Zarr, a member of the NTSB, 
said Tuesday. “Unfortunately 
the deadline was moved farther 
into the future, and every year 
that we wait to implement PTC 
to its fullest extent means that 
more people will be killed and 
injured.”

A 2008 Metrolink crash in 
California that killed 25 people 
pushed PTC to become a hot-
button issue on Capitol Hill. 
Lawmakers mandated railroad 
companies install the GPS-

based PTC technology by 2015, 
but rail agencies said they didn’t 
have enough time to install the 
expensive, complicated system.

Despite rebukes from the 
federal agency that regulates 
train travel, congress extended 
the deadline until the end of 
2018 and now, in some circum-
stances, railroads can apply for 
an extension until 2020.

Positive train control was 
installed on 24 percent of the 
nation’s passenger route miles 
and 45 percent of freight route 
miles as of September 30, the 
date of the Federal Railroad 
Administration’s most recent 
quarterly update to its online 
tracker for the technology.

“Railroads need to stop the 
foot-dragging and implement 
Positive Train Control without 
delay - inaction puts lives at 
risk,” U.S. Sen. Richard Blu-
menthal, a Democrat from 
Connecticut, said Thursday on 
Twitter.

Still, railroads are opening 
new lines without positive train 
control.

When Amtrak offi cially 
launched its new, faster route 
near Seattle without the tech-
nology Monday, it came at a 
deadly cost.

APNewsBreak: 298 die in rail 
crashes system could’ve stopped 



“They are shocked; they absolutely love it,” 
says Manning.

Adds Leota, “That is our goal, to expand 
our Taste Of Samoa outside of the  Samoan 
community.”

(Source: Southbound Talk)
tUi SAmoA cAble delAyed

Samoa will have to wait a little longer to 
benefit from the promise of faster and cheaper 
internet. 

That’s because the Tui Samoa Cable will not 
go live until next month.  

This was confirmed by Minister of Communi-
cation and Information Technology, Afamasaga 
Tico Tupa’i, in response to questions from the 
Samoa Observer on the status of the cable.  

 “The cable is delayed due to some unforeseen 
circumstances,” he said. 

What the circumstances are, the Minister did 
not say. 

The Tui Samoa Cable was brought to its 
landing site in Moata’a last month — amid 
fanfare. 

 The Samoa Submarine Cable Company Lim-
ited (S.S.C.C) and Alcatel Submarine Networks 
(A.S.N.) began the loading of the 1,470 km Tui-
Samoa Cable in July 2017.  

Afamasaga said the goal was to go live before 
Christmas. 

But the plans have changed. 
 “We lost three weeks due to the avail-

ability of the berthing during the 
loading, bad weather, some tech-
nical problems on the vessel and 
the entry of the vessel in Wallis 
lagoon,” he said. 

“The final splice is now 
planned in Suva end of this week 
on the 24th.  

“Training and testing of the 
system will commence imme-
diately after crew returns from 
holiday and if system is clear 
then it will be switched on imme-
diately,” explained the Minister.  

(Source: Samoa Observer)
SAmoA JoUrnAliStS 

ASSn SAyS Govt Under-
mininG mediA

The acting president of 
the Journalists Association of 
Samoa said the criminal libel law 
enacted this week risks under-
mining the role of the media in 
society.

Rudy Bartley said he’s con-
cerned the legislation will be 
used to force journalists to 
expose sources.

The government said the 
Criminal Libel Act targets 
unidentified bloggers who write 
defamatory remarks about 
others.

One such blogger, O Le 
Palemia, regularly attacks the 
government of Tuilaepa Sa’ilele 
Malielegaoi with accusations of 
corruption and nepotism.

But according to Bartley, 
the criminal libel law will be 
ineffective in identifying such 
individuals.

He said it’s also unnecessary 
for the mainstream media which 
has recently adopted a code of 
practice to prevent criminal libel 
law breaches by members.

Mr Bartley argues the law will 
undermine the media’s role as a 
public watchdog and weaken its 
ability to hold those in power to 
account.
(Source: RNZI)
doi ProvideS PArt PAy-
ment for tree SnAKe 

ProGrAm  
WASHINGTON (December 

21, 2017) – Interior Assistant 
Secretary Doug Domenech has 
authorized $147,140 for Brown 

Tree Snake (BTS), Boiga irregularis, interdiction 
work being conducted at the commercial ports on 
Guam.  Funds were provided to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Services, a partner in ongoing efforts 
to contain the spread of this invasive snake.  

 “We are working to meet the multiple priori-
ties across the U.S. Insular Areas under the cur-
rent budgetary conditions,” said Assistant Sec-
retary Domenech.  “The Brown Tree Snake has 
already done significant damage to Guam, and it 
is critical that it does not spread to other islands 
in the region.”  

The total fiscal year 2018 appropriations are 
estimated to be $932,749.

The U.S. Congress continues to provide 
funding in support of controlling the BTS on 
Guam and preventing its spread to the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Hawaii, 
and the freely associated states in the larger 
Micronesian region.  Inadvertently introduced 
during World War II, the BTS has caused the 
extinction of many native and endemic species of 
birds and lizards on the island of Guam, and has 
had cascading ecological effects on other native 
plants and animals. The BTS has also disrupted 
economic activity by causing power outages.  
This collaborative effort involves several federal 
agencies, Hawaii State, and island governments 
in the Micronesia region.

(Source: DOI)
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TO: All Commercial Drivers
RE: Commercial Driver Annual Permit Renewals
Your Commercial Driver’s permit will expire on 31 December 2017.  As part of your permit renewal process, you will be required to obtain a copy of your driver’s  
record from the District Court.  This request must be made in person by the driver desiring to renew this permit.  Each driver must display a valid private driver’s 
license issued by O.M.V. and, if not on file with O.M.V., a copy of that driver’s social security card.
A record showing outstanding fines or bench warrants must be paid in full or adjudicated and paid in full, before a District Court clerk will issue, stamp and sign the 
record clearance.  Any driver desiring to check that individual’s record may stop by the District Court between 7:30am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday, and  
determine if any outstanding fines or tickets need to be addressed before obtaining a final record clearance.
Dated:  December 20, 2017

Fa’aaliga
FA’AFOUINA PEMITA AVETA’AVALE FA’APISINISI I  

TAUSAGA TA’ITASI MO AVETA’AVALE FA’APISINISI UMA
E uma le aoga o lou pemita aveta’avale fa’apisinisi i le Aso 31 o Tesema 2017.  Ina ia toe fa’afouina lou pemita, e ao ona e tau’a’aoina se kopi (copy) o ou  
rekoti (record) mai le Ofisa o Fa’amasinoga Fa’aitumalo i Fagatogo.
O le aveta’avale e ona le laisene e fa’atalosagaina lana rekoti pe a mana’o e fa’afou lona pemita.  E ao fo’i i le aveta’avale ona fa’aali lana laisene o lo’o lelei mai le 
Ofisa Tauta’avale, ma, afai e le mafai ona faailoaina le laisene, e tatau ona fa’aali se kopi o lona numera saogalemu.
O rekoti o iai sala po’o tusi saisai e le’i totogiina, e ao ona fa’auma, pe faia iai se fa’ai’uga ma totogiina atoa, a’o le’i tu’uina atu e se tasi o failautusi o le Ofisa o 
Fa’amaumauga o Solitulafono se rekoti ua fa’amaufa’ailogaina ma sainia ua mama.
So’o se aveta’avale e mana’o e siaki ona fa’amaumauga, e mafai ona susu mai i le Ofisa o Fa’amasinoga Fa’aitumalo i Fagatogo i le va o le 7:30 i le taeao ma le 4:00 
i le afiafi, Aso Gafua e o’o i le Aso Faraile, ina ia iloa po’o iai ni sala po’o ni moliaga e ao ona fa’ai’ugaina, ona fa’ato’a tu’uina atu lea o se rekoti.
Aso:  Tesema 20, 2017

Fiti A. Sunia 
District Court Judge

DISTRICT COURT OF AMERICAN SAMOA

Notice

Uncle, Ron Manning, and nephew, Ed Leota working (and 
playing around) together.  [Photo courtesy: Taste of Samoa]

➧ Pacific…
Continued from page 6
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Matu’u & Faganeanea CCCAS choir performed Wednesday night at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium during the 4th and fi nal night of the 40th Annual Territorial 
Holiday Music Festival sponsored by the Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts with additional funding from Special 
Programs under the Governor’s Offi  ce.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

Ierusalem Fou CCCAS choir during their performance on Wednesday night at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium during the 4th and fi nal night of the 40th Annual 
Territorial Holiday Music Festival sponsored by the Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts with additional funding from 
Special Programs under the Governor’s Offi  ce.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]
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responses each time — the victim “seemed 
normal... quite normal... nothing out of the ordi-
nary… she seems ok, happy... she seemed alright, 
nothing unusual”. 

At one time, the witness said that “we were 
all making jokes and listening to music” in the 
car while delivering food plates. (See yesterday’s 
edition as to what another friend told the jury of 
the victim’s demeanor after the alleged incident.)

The defense also questioned the witness as to 
who was around the home — which is next to 
the defendant’s business operation — during the 
time that the two were in and out of the house. 
The witness said there were workers for her dad’s 
business, and there was a time that she said she 
observed her dad talking to a church pastor. 

Asked by Desaulles as to when she fi rst heard 
of the charges in this case against her father, 
the witness said it was Sunday morning (Apr. 
8), when police came to their home for them to 
“come down to the police station.”

“I asked why, and the police offi cer said we 
just need you to come down,” the witness testi-
fi ed, and they went to the police station (referring 
to the Tafuna substation), where she was told by 
a female police offi cer that “my dad did some-
thing” to the victim. 

Asked for specifi cs of what the female offi cer 
told her, the witness replied, “She [police offi cer] 
said dad raped her [the victim].” 

During his time, the witness said she was in 
the lobby area of the police station while her 
father was being questioned in another room.

And when told about the details of the case 
against her father, the witness recalled, “I said, I 

didn’t believe it. It can’t be true.”
“I don’t believe them,” the witness said refer-

ring to the specifi c details and the charges against 
her father.  She also said that police never inter-
viewed her or sought her statement about the 
case, when she was home during the alleged 
sexual assault. 

During cross examination, Assistant Attorney 
General Woodrow Pengelly challenged several 
of the witness’ testimony. 

One of the challenges dealt with the witness 
testifying that she and the victim were going to 
use an excuse for going out late at night to see 
friends at Cocoland and not tell her father the 
truth. 

“So you admitted that you were going to lie 
to your father,” Pengelly asked, to which the wit-
ness said, “yes”. 

Yesterday was also the continuation of tes-
timony by the defendant’s housekeeper, that 
started Wednesday. 

The housekeeper told the jury that she had not 
talked to the defendant about the case. She had 
worked for the defendant for four years but since 
September this year, she is no longer employed 
by the defendant. She said that upon returning 
from Samoa for family obligations, she decided 
to say home to take care of her family.

After the housekeeper’s testimony — which 
centered mainly on specifi c times of the morning 
of Apr. 7 — the court room was cleared, including 
the jury, as the court conducted a review on 
camera of evidence, if such is admissible in court. 

The trial is expected to wrap up today, before 
the three-day Christmas holiday break.

South Korean President Moon Jae-in, center, presides over a meeting of the National Security 
Council at the presidential Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2017. Moon has 
called North Korea’s latest missile test a “serious threat” to global peace and stressed the need for 
stronger sanctions and pressure against Pyongyang to discourage its nuclear ambitions.

  (Yonhap via AP)

➧ Defendant…
Continued from page 8

UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The U.N. Security Council 
scheduled a vote Friday on pro-
posed new sanctions against 
North Korea, including sharply 
lower limits on its refi ned oil 
imports, the return home of all 
North Koreans working over-
seas within 12 months, and a 
crackdown on the country’s 
shipping.

The measures in the draft 
resolution circulated to all 
15 members of the Security 
Council on Thursday aren’t 
the toughest-ever measures 
sought by the Trump adminis-
tration. Those would ban all oil 
imports and freeze international 

assets of the government and its 
leader, Kim Jong Un.

But the draft resolution 
would cap crude oil imports at 
4 million barrels a year. And it 
would cap imports of refi ned oil 
products, including diesel and 
kerosene at 500,000 barrels a 
year — a nearly 90 percent ban 
of these products which are key 
to North Korea’s economy, and 
a reduction from the 2 million 
barrels a year the council autho-
rized in September.

The draft, obtained by The 
Associated Press, would ban 
the export of food products, 
machinery, electrical equip-
ment, earth and stones, wood 

and vessels from North Korea. 
And it would also ban all coun-
tries from exporting industrial 
equipment, machinery, trans-
portation vehicles and industrial 
metals to the country.

The proposed sanctions are 
the Security Council’s response 
to North Korea’s test on Nov. 
29 of its most powerful inter-
continental ballistic missile yet, 
which the government said is 
capable of hitting anywhere on 
the U.S. mainland. It was North 
Korea’s 20th launch of a bal-
listic missile this year and added 
to fears that the North will soon 
have a nuclear arsenal that can 
viably target the U.S. mainland.

US calls for vote on tough new 
sanctions on North Korea 



MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
President Enrique Pena Nieto 
enacted a controversial bill 
Thursday giving the military 
a legal framework to operate 
as police on Mexican soil over 
widespread objections from 
human rights groups.

The Interior Security Law 
was passed by congress last 
week before going to Pena Nie-
to’s desk for his signature. With 
its publication in the country’s 
offi cial gazette, it takes effect 
Friday.

The president said that he 
was aware the measure is “espe-
cially sensitive for public life in 
the country,” and that he would 
therefore hold off on decreeing 
military deployments under the 
law until Mexico’s high court 
determines its constitutionality.

“The nation’s Supreme 
Court will be the constitution-
ally legitimized arbiter to make 
a fi nal decision,” Pena Nieto 
said. “But that does not mean 
there will cease to be interven-
tion by the federation in matters 
of public security to aid those 
states that today need it.”

The Interior Security Law 
essentially codifi es for the 
armed forces law-enforcement 
actions that they have been 
doing ad-hoc for over a decade: 
conducting raids, running 
highway checkpoints and pur-
suing and detaining suspects.

It lets the president decree 
one-year military deployments 
to certain states where there are 
“threats to national security” 
and police are unable to cope 
with violence.

But the president could 
also grant unlimited exten-
sions, potentially turning mili-
tary forces into a permanent 
presence as they have become 
for more than a decade in the 
Gulf coast state of Tamaulipas, 

across the border from Texas.
Proponents of the law argue 

that the military is needed to 
fi ght powerful drug cartels that 
have not been brought to heel 
by civilian police departments, 
which are widely considered 
to be outgunned and often cor-
rupt or even in cahoots with the 
gangs.

Critics say the law was 
rammed through congress 
without discussion and does not 
provide suffi cient human rights 
guarantees. It also provides 
local governments with little 
incentive to recruit and train 
honest offi cers, they argue.

While generally respected in 
Mexico, the military has been 
accused of executing and tor-
turing suspects. Even military 
offi cials have acknowledged 
that the army is not trained .
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FILE - In this Sept. 16, 2016 fi le photo, soldiers look up toward the president as they ride past 
the National Palace during the annual Independence Day military parade in Mexico City’s main 
square, known as the Zocalo. A bill to give legal justifi cation for Mexico‚Äôs armed forces to assume 
police roles advanced in the country’s Congress, Th ursday, Nov. 30, 2017, over objections by rights 
groups and opposition legislators who say it would provide for an open-ended militarization. 

  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)

Mexico enacts mili-
tary policing law over 

rights objections 

China jails 
seller of VPN 

services
BEIJING (AP) — A Chi-

nese offi cial newspaper says 
an entrepreneur has been sen-
tenced to 5 ½ years in prison for 
selling virtual private network 
service amid a campaign by 
Beijing to stamp out technology 
that evades its internet fi lters.
The Procuratorate Daily says 
Wu Xiangyang also was fi ned 
500,000 yuan ($76,000) by the 
court in the southern region of 
Guangxi for operating his busi-
ness without required licenses 
from 2013 until this June.

The ruling Communist Party 
tries to block China’s internet 
users from seeing material 
deemed subversive or obscene 
and is tightening control on 
use of VPNs, which create 
encrypted links.
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AmericAn SAmoA 
community college

EmploymEnt opportunity
Position Title:           TED/ASDOE REcRuiTER/DATA 
Employment Status: One Year contract
General Description:  
Main course of work: Recruiting in-service teachers to attend ASTEP and keep data of teacher’s enrollment and partici-
pation semesterly.

Job Duties and Responsibilities:
   •   Coordinate and schedule school site visits to high schools, elementary schools both public and private to recruit  
        possible candidates for Associate of Arts (A.A.) and Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) program.
   •   Design and create power point presentations pertaining to A.A./B.Ed. programs for school site visitations.
   •   Participate in informational presentations at school sites to high school juniors and seniors and/or parents for  
        recruiting purposes to include: Setting up projector and power point presentation, distributing hand-outs of program  
        information, presenting, making available a sign-up sheet that includes contact information for those interested, and  
        doing follow up contacts with school administrators.
   •   Design, develop and distribute approved educational information/advertisements/brochures, and track the  
        effectiveness of targeted education and outreach campaigns. This will include free community advertisements on  
        radio and television, if available, and any other creative recruiting ways and means that can be implemented.
   •   Develop good working relationships with ASDOE Secondary and Elementary leaders and Teacher Quality to  
        encourage and pipeline in-service teachers into the program.
   •   Create data sheets on the demographics of the in-service population as needed; male, female, age, village, school,  
        years of experience, certified, non-certified, coursework, etc.
   •   Keep raw data on pre-service and in-service teachers to monitor progress in the program.
   •   Interpret and provide disaggregated data according to the needs of the program to show success rates and  
        progress of students as well as to provide DOE with data as required.
   •   Participate in workshops and set up informational booth at various venues throughout the community.
   •   Work with TED’s Lumana’i Educators Association (LEA) for recruiting purposes.
   •   Collaborate closely with TED Administrative Assistant on pipelining in-service and pre-service students into  
        program
   •   Write and submit a report on progress of in-service population to Director of TED. Maintain a record of all teachers  
         recruited in the program.
   •     Make copies of all literature pertaining to recruiting/outreach and maintain a filing system of all correspondence.
   •   Answer phones and direct calls to appropriate staff or faculty, assist with registration process, and assist  
        Administrator Assistant when and where needed.
   •   Keep travel log and sign in sheets for recruiting purposes, run errands on/off campus pertaining to TED matters,  
        provide a weekly schedule when actively visiting school sites, and perform other duties as assigned.

Minimum Requirements:
   •   Some College or Associate’s Degree
   •   A combination of work exerience including training and education may be substituted for degree
   •   2-5 years of relevant experiend  
   •   Professional knowledge in Public Relations
   •   Typing skills and ability to use WP and Excel Softwarae
  
Salary:  Salary to be commensurate with experience, qualification, and credentials.

Application Deadline: December 27, 2017 no later than 4:00pm.
Applications are available from American Samoa Community College, Human Resources Office at 

 699-9155 ext. 428/441/429, online at http://www.amsamoa.edu/employmentopportunities.html  
or by email at ascchumanresources@amsamoa.edu.

Department of Academic Affairs

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

Futiga Methodist Church choir performed Wednesday night at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium during the 4th and final night of the 40th Annual Territorial Holiday 
Music Festival sponsored by the Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts with additional funding from Special Programs 
under the Governor’s Office.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

UNITED NATIONS 
(AP) — The U.N. General 
Assembly voted overwhelm-
ingly Thursday to denounce 
President Donald Trump’s rec-
ognition of Jerusalem as Isra-
el’s capital, largely ignoring 
Trump’s threats to cut off aid 
to any country that went against 
him.The nonbinding resolu-
tion declaring U.S. action on 
Jerusalem “null and void” was 
approved 128-9 — a victory for 
the Palestinians, but not as big 
as they predicted. Amid Wash-
ington’s threats, 35 of the 193 
U.N. member nations abstained 
and 21 were absent.

The resolution reaffirmed 
what has been the United 
Nations’ stand on the divided 
holy city since 1967: that 
Jerusalem’s final status must 
be decided in direct nego-
tiations between Israel and the 
Palestinians.

The Trump administration 
made it clear the vote would 
have no effect on its plan to 
move the American Embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
And Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said after-
ward that he completely rejects 
the “preposterous” resolution.

Palestinian Ambassador 
Riyad Mansour called the vote 
a victory not only for the Pal-
estinians but for the United 
Nations and international law, 
saying U.S. Ambassador Nikki 
Haley “failed miserably” in per-
suading only seven countries 
aside from the U.S. and Israel to 
vote against the resolution.

“And they used unprece-
dented tactics, unheard of in the 
diplomatic work at the U.N., 
including blackmail and extor-
tion,” he said.The United States 
and Israel had waged an inten-
sive lobbying campaign against 
the measure, with Haley sending 

letters to over 180 countries 
warning that Washington would 
be taking names of those who 
voted against the U.S. Trump 
went further, threatening a 
funding cutoff: “Let them vote 
against us. We’ll save a lot. We 
don’t care.”

But in the end, major U.S. aid 
recipients including Afghani-
stan, Egypt, Jordan, Pakistan, 
Nigeria, Ethiopia, Tanzania and 
South Africa supported the res-
olution. Egypt received roughly 
$1.4 billion in U.S. aid this year, 
and Jordan about $1.3 billion.

The nine countries voting 
“no” were the U.S., Israel, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Micro-
nesia, Nauru, Palau, the Mar-
shall Islands and Togo. Among 
the abstentions were Australia, 
Argentina, Canada, Colombia, 
Croatia, Czech Republic and 
Mexico.

The absent countries 
included Kenya, which was 
the fifth-largest recipient of 
U.S. aid last year, Georgia and 
Ukraine, all of which have close 
U.S. ties.

After the vote, Haley 
tweeted a photo naming the 65 
nations that voted no, abstained 
or were absent, and said: “We 
appreciate these countries for 
not falling to the irresponsible 
ways of the UN.”

She later sent invitations to 
the 65 ambassadors inviting 
them to a reception on Jan. 3 to 
thank them for their friendship 
with the United States.

The U.S. is scheduled to dis-
pense $25.8 billion in foreign 
aid for 2018. Whether Trump 
follows through with his threat 
against those who voted “yes” 
remains to be seen.

But within hours, the Trump 
administration appeared to be 
backing away from its funding 
threats. 

UN denounces US recognition 
of Jerusalem as Israeli capital 



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Senate quietly released a 
bare-bones report late Thursday 
on what a statement called 
“harassment settlement” data, 
showing that nearly $1.5 mil-
lion in taxpayers’ money has 
been spent over the past two 
decades to cover claims against 
lawmakers and other Senate 
offi ces.The two-page release 
contained no names of senators 
or victims. It said $599,000 was 
for 13 settlements involving 
“member-led” Senate offi ces, 
while the remaining $853,000 
was for 10 settlements involving 
“other” Senate offi ces.

The Senate’s Rules and 
Appropriations committees 
released the information on the 
evening of Congress’ fi nal work 
day this year. It came during a 
period that has seen several law-
makers resign or announce their 
retirements following sexual 
harassment accusations, and 
growing condemnation for the 
secrecy with which Congress 
has guarded information about 
such cases.While the release 
called the information “harass-
ment settlement data,” none of 
the terse descriptions of each 
case used those words. Four of 
the cases involved sex discrimi-
nation, including two that also 
involved “reprisal,” while most 
of the rest were for race, age or 
disability discrimination.

The document said the 
largest Senate settlement was 
$421,000 and was for “race dis-
crimination and reprisal.”

Similar fi gures released this 
week show $342,000 in federal 
funds has been used to settle 
workplace discrimination cases 
involving House members 
between 2008 and 2012. That 
included almost $175,000 for 
sexual harassment and discrimi-
nation allegations.

“Harassment in the work-
place should not be tolerated,” 
Rules Committee Chairman 
Richard Shelby, R-Ala., said in 
the statement, “particularly not 
in the United States Senate.” He 
said his panel wanted to release 
the information “in a trans-
parent manner” but its priority 
was to protect victims “from 
further harm.”

The statement said the data 
came from the Offi ce of Com-
pliance, which oversees the 
congressional workplace. It 
covered 1998 through 2017.

Meanwhile, the House 
Ethics Committee expanded 
its investigation of Republican 
Rep. Blake Farenthold of Texas 
beyond its inquiry into sexual 
harassment allegations to deter-
mine whether he lied to the 
panel.The House Ethics panel 
said it is also reviewing whether 
Farenthold or someone acting 
on his behalf directed his con-
gressional staff to work on his 
campaigns. House employees 
are free to work on campaign 
activities on their own time, 
but doing so at the direction 
of a lawmaker is an impermis-
sible campaign subsidy.Faren-
thold, who has announced he 
won’t seek re-election to a fi fth 
term, is already the subject of 
an investigation into whether 
he sexually harassed a former 
member of his staff and retali-
ated against her for complaining 
of discriminatory conduct. The 
accusations against Farenthold 
fi rst surfaced in 2014, when a 
former aide sued him over sex-
ually suggestive comments and 
behavior, charging that she’d 
been fi red after she complained.

Farenthold, a seven-year 
House veteran, had said he’d 
engaged in no wrongdoing 
when he settled the case in 2015. 
But after congressional sources 

said he’d paid a $84,000 settle-
ment using taxpayers’ money, 
the House Ethics Committee 
said last week it would inves-
tigate him and public focus 
intensifi ed.

Senate says $1.5 million paid 
over 20 years for ‘harassment’

samoa news, Friday, December 22, 2017  Page 17  

Rep. Ron DeSantis, R-Fla.,left , joined by Rep. Kathleen Rice, D-N.Y., and Rep. Jim Cooper, 
D-Tenn., hold a news conference to call for ending the secrecy surrounding a congressional fund that 
members of Congress have used to quietly settle sexual harassment complaints with taxpayer funds 
in the millions of dollars, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2017. 

 (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— All remaining signifi cant 
evacuation orders for areas 
around the smoldering rem-
nants of Southern California’s 
huge wildfi re were canceled 
Thursday after a new round of 
winds caused little fi re activity.

The lifting of evacuation 
orders and warnings in Santa 
Barbara County left only 
remote and little developed 
Rose Valley in the wilderness 
of neighboring Ventura County 
under an order barring residents 
and visitors.

Warnings of high fi re risk 
were canceled for Santa Bar-
bara County, although they 
remained in effect elsewhere 
in Southern California due to 
Santa Ana winds, low humidity 
levels and very dry vegetation.

The only visible fl ame was 
on the northern side of the fi re 
where controlled burns set by 
fi refi ghters to clear combustible 
material were being conducted 
in wilderness, said fi re informa-
tion offi cer Brandon Vaccaro.

About 18,000 homes and 
other buildings were still listed 

as threatened. Even when 
there’s no sign of fl ame or 
smoke, fi res can rekindle.

The Thomas fi re, which 
began Dec. 4, is responsible 
for two deaths, has destroyed 
at least 750 homes, and has 
burned about 425 square miles 
(1,100 square kilometers).

The blaze was 65 percent 
contained and is the second-
largest in California’s history.

The latest round of winds 
was caused by the passage of 
a cold front into the area over-
night. But fi refi ghters had used 
three days of calm conditions to 
bulldoze containment lines and 
set controlled fi res to clear dry 
brush.Days and days of fi erce, 
often erratic gusts combined 
with extremely dry weather 
pushed the blaze with incred-
ible speed as it moved through 
Ventura County’s agricultural 
Santa Clara Valley, into the 
city of Ventura and then moved 
northwestward, threatening the 
coastal communities of Santa 
Barbara County.

All signifi cant Cali-
fornia wildfi re evacu-

ation orders lifted 
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Nu’uuli Methodist choir performed Wednesday night at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium during the 4th and fi nal night of the 40th Annual Territorial Holiday Music 
Festival sponsored by the Arts Council of American Samoa, and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts with additional funding from Special Programs under 
the Governor’s Offi  ce.  [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

Nestle warned 
it lacks rights 
to some Cali-
fornia water 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

Nestle, which sells Arrowhead 
bottled water, may have to stop 
taking millions of gallons of 
water from Southern Califor-
nia’s San Bernardino National 
Forest because state regula-
tors concluded it lacks valid 
permits.

The State Water Resources 
Control Board notifi ed the 
company on Wednesday that 
an investigation concluded 
it doesn’t have proper rights 
to about three-quarters of the 
water it withdraws for bottling.

“A signifi cant portion of 
the water currently diverted by 
Nestle appears to be diverted 
without a valid basis of right,” 
the report concluded.

Nestle Waters North 
America was urged to cut back 
its water withdrawals unless 
it can show it has valid water 
rights to its current sources or 
to additional groundwater.

The company, a division of 
the Swiss food giant, also was 
given 60 days to submit an 
interim compliance plan.

Nestle said it was pleased 
that the report reaffi rms that it 
holds valid rights to “a signifi -
cant amount” of water.

“We will continue to operate 
lawfully according to these 
existing rights and will comply 
fully with California law,” 
Nestle added in a statement.

The report also was 
applauded by activists who 
have fought to turn off Nestle’s 
tap in the forest.

Amanda Frye, who fi led one 
of the complaints that prompted 
the investigation, said she was 
pleased with the result although 
she hadn’t read the entire report.
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ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. 
(AP) — Dick Clark Produc-
tions says it has cut ties with 
the Miss America Organization 
over internal emails by pageant 
senior leadership that ridiculed 
past winners’ appearance, intel-
ligence and sex lives.

The Huffi ngton Post 
reported Thursday that the Miss 
America Organization’s CEO, 
Sam Haskell, exchanged emails 
with a writer for the televised 
pageant and others that included 
harsh and sometimes vulgar 
comments about past winners.

Dick Clark Productions, 
which produces the nationally 
televised pageant broadcasts, 
tells The Associated Press that 
it has cut ties with the pageant 
over the emails, calling them 
“appalling.”

Among the comments 
included in the report was a ref-
erence to former Miss Americas 
using a vulgar term for female 
genitalia that Haskell indicated 
he found to be amusing. Others 
speculated about how many 

men one particular former Miss 
America had had sex with. 
That same former title holder, 
Mallory Hagan, also was ridi-
culed over a bathing suit photo 
in which she appeared to have 
gained weight from when 
she competed in and won the 
pageant.

The emails have cost the 
pageant its television produc-
tion partner, and raised ques-
tions about the future of the 
nationally televised broadcast 
from Atlantic City’s Boardwalk 
Hall the week after Labor Day 
each year.

Dick Clark Productions told 
The Associated Press Thursday 
night that it was made aware of 
the emails several months ago.

“We were appalled by 
their unacceptable content 
and insisted, in the strongest 
possible terms, that the Miss 
America Organization board 
of directors conduct a compre-
hensive investigation and take 
appropriate action to address the 
situation,” the company said in 
a statement. “Shortly thereafter, 
we resigned our board positions 
and notifi ed MAO that we were 
terminating our relationship 
with them.”

In its own statement 
Thursday night, the Miss 
America Organization said that 
Haskell, who earns $500,000 a 
year as CEO, had apologized to 
the board for his comments. The 
statement did not say if he had 
apologized to the women men-
tioned by name in the emails, or 
whether such an apology was 
conveyed to them.

The organization said the 
emails “contain inappropriate 
language that is unbecoming 
at best and is not, in any way, 
indicative of the character and 
integrity of MAO or its rep-
resentatives. Please note that 
MAO does not condone the use 
of inappropriate language and 
apologizes for this situation. 
The Board of Directors took 
the allegations very seriously, 
investigated them, and con-
siders the matter closed.”

Haskell said he would 
address the matter on Friday; 
he did not respond to a follow-
up inquiry as to whether he 
had apologized directly to the 
women named in the emails.

The comments are in stark 
contrast to the glowing, sup-
portive statements Haskell 
repeatedly made in public about 
past title winners.

The Huffi ngton Post article 
shows that Haskell and others 
directed considerable atten-
tion to Hagan, who won the 
2013 pageant. He forwarded 
an email he had been sent 
regarding Hagan to a writer for 
the pageant, who has since been 
terminated.

The writer responded by 
questioning whether he and 
Haskell were part of a tiny 
group of people who had not 
had sex with Hagan.

“It appears we are the 
only ones!” Haskell replied, 
according to the Huffi ngton 
Post.

Miss America Organization 
loses TV partner over emails 
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LIMA, Peru (AP) — President Pedro Pablo 
Kuczynski made a forceful plea to lawmakers 
Thursday, insisting he had no involvement in 
payments by Brazilian construction company 
Odebrecht to his private consulting fi rm and 
saying a rushed impeachment proceeding was a 
threat to Peru’s democracy.

“I am here to look you in the eye, and tell you 
that I am not corrupt and I have not lied,” he said, 
speaking slowly and assertively at the begin-
ning of a congressional debate on his future that 
stretched on hour after hour.

Legislators rose one-by-one to state their 
case on why the president should or should not 
be impeached in impassioned speeches during a 
session that stretched late into the night. It was 
unclear when they might vote.

The 79-year-old former Wall Street banker 
was thrown into a fi ght for his political survival 
after an opposition-led investigative committee 
revealed documents showing the Brazilian con-
struction giant at the center of Latin America’s 
largest corruption scandal made $782,000 in pay-
ments to his consulting fi rm a decade ago. Some 
of the payments overlapped with years that Kuc-
zynski spent as a government minister.

If lawmakers succeeded in removing him, 
Kuczynski would be the region’s fi rst president 
ousted over the Odebrecht corruption scandal.

Analysts worried the impeachment vote could 
usher in a new period of uncertainty for Peru, 
which is one of South America’s most politically 
volatile nations. The vote was being held just 
eight days after the Odebrecht documents were 
fi rst disclosed and was pushed by the opposition 
Popular Force party led by Keiko Fujimori, who 
is the daughter of jailed former President Alberto 
Fujimori. She narrowly lost to Kuczynski in last 
year’s presidential election.

“That they would impeach the president is 
not an unthinkable thing,” said Steve Levitsky, 
a Harvard University political scientist who has 
spent years studying Peru. “It’s that they would 
do it in a week without serious investigation, 
without a serious process of public debate.”

High-ranking politicians across Latin America 
are being charged and sentenced to jail for taking 
bribes from Odebrecht. In a 2016 plea deal with 
the U.S. Justice Department, the construction 
giant admitted to paying nearly $800 million to 
politicians, their campaigns and political parties 

in return for lucrative public works contracts that 
earned the company some $3.3 billion in profi ts.

In Ecuador, Vice President Jorge Glas has 
been sentenced to six years in jail for orches-
trating an Odebrecht bribery scheme. Former 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is 
appealing his conviction on charges of corruption 
and money laundering related to the plot. In Peru, 
two former presidents stand accused of accepting 
money from Odebrecht. One is behind bars and 
the other in the U.S. seeking to avoid extradition.

In a letter to a Peruvian newspaper Saturday, 
Odebrecht confi rmed Kuczynski’s assertion that 
the payments in question were all handled by his 
colleague, Gerardo Sepulveda. Though little has 
been shared regarding exactly what services Kuc-
zynski’s Westfi eld Capital provided, Odebrecht 
offi cials said the money was taxed, accounted for 
and not part of the corruption investigation.

During his 30-minute testimony Thursday, 
Kuczynski showed the contracts in question on 
an overhead screen, pointing out that none con-
tained his signature. He reiterated earlier asser-
tions that he had no knowledge of the payments 
and that he never favored any company while 
minister or president. He characterized the trans-
actions as part of a legal contract between two 
private companies and said his opponents were 
trying to force him from power without due 
process.

“What’s in play here is not the impeachment 
of a president but the democracy that cost Peru so 
much to recover,” he said.

On Tuesday, Kuczynski wrote to the Orga-
nization of American States requesting that the 
Washington-based group send an observer to 
monitor impeachment proceedings. The OAS 
said it was sending two delegates to Lima for 
Thursday’s vote.Kuczynski’s testimony was fol-
lowed by a two-hour speech from his attorney, 
Alberto Borea, who urged lawmakers to punish 
the president only if congress determined he 
indeed committed of a crime. The legislators 
accused Kuczynski of “moral incapacity,” for 
which no trial was required.

Borea implored the legislators to conduct a 
thorough investigation fi rst.

“If afterward you conclude this man is guilty, 
crucify him,” Borea said, pointing to the stoic 
president dressed in a gray suit beside him. “But 
don’t crucify him before.”

Lawyer Alberto Borea points to President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski as he defends the Peruvian 
leader before Congress in Lima, Peru, Th ursday, Dec. 21, 2017. Kuczynski is facing an impeachment 
vote following revelations that his private consulting business received money from the Brazilian 
construction company implicated in Latin America’s biggest corruption scandal. 

 (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)

Peru’s president makes forceful 
plea against impeachment 
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AMARILLO, Texas (AP) 
— The head of a ranch that 
houses at-risk children in the 
Texas Panhandle issued an 
apology after several former 
residents said they were abused 
by staffers there from the 1950s 
until at least the 1990s.

Former residents told The 
Guardian , a British newspaper, 
about abuse they suffered at 
Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch. Steve 
Smith, a 68-year-old from Ama-
rillo, told the newspaper for the 
Wednesday story that after his 
mother left him there as a boy, 
he was beaten many times and 
had to watch helplessly as his 
younger brother, Rick, was 
beaten.

A statement from the orga-
nization Wednesday said it was 
aware of the claims regarding 
“harmful encounters they expe-
rienced at Boys Ranch years 
ago.”

“For those who left Boys 
Ranch having experienced 
abuse of any form, I am truly 
sorry, both as the leader of this 
organization and as a man,” 
Dan Adams, president and CEO 
of Cal Farley’s, said in the state-
ment. “It is for these reasons 
that regulatory oversight and 
strength-based models of care 
in this fi eld evolved, and Cal 
Farley’s strives to be a leader in 
observing both.

Adams told The Guardian 
that since he took over in 1996, 
corporal punishment has been 
phased out.

The privately funded, faith-
based residential community is 
open to children ages 5 to 18 
and currently supports about 
250 boys and girls. The ranch 
said at-risk boys and girls can 
be placed there by their par-
ents, a managing conservator or 
guardian.

Rick and Steve Smith and 
others told The Guardian that 
the abuse was systemic and 
affected hundreds. Ed Cargill of 
New Mexico, whose time at Cal 
Farley’s overlapped with Rick 
Smith’s, said he made repeated 
escape attempts from the place 
he called “a paradise for adult 
abusers.” He said that after one 
escape attempt he was made to 
run back in front of horses.

“Anytime I fl oundered, 
they’d hit me with coiled-up 
rope or run over me with the 
damn horse,” said Cargill, who 
said his dorm parent would also 
encourage other boys to admin-
ister physical punishment.

Bill Varnado, who was there 
at the same time as Steve Smith, 
said “you really didn’t have to 
‘get in trouble’ for them to beat 
the hell out of you.” Normally, 
he said, “they used a belt, but 
as you got older they used their 
fi sts on boys.”

Rick Smith said he was 

raped by another boy at the 
ranch. Cargill said that the wife 
of a staff member was having 
sex with him and three other 
boys.

Smith told the Amarillo 
Globe-News they want more 
than an apology. Smith leads a 
Facebook group of other survi-
vors that presented Adams in 
April with a proposal of how to 
deal with the past abuses.

The proposal included Boys 
Ranch issuing a public state-
ment acknowledging wrong-
doing, the creation of a fund for 
survivor care, utilization of best 
practices for abuse prevention 
and a review of marketing mate-
rial to make sure information 
about the past is not misleading.

Smith also wanted the orga-
nization to stop honoring past 
staff accused of abuse. Cal Far-
ley’s dedicated a new dormi-
tory to a former superintendent 
at the ranch alleged to be one of 
the worst abusers.

The Child-Friendly Faith 
Project, a nonprofi t that works 
to expose religious groups that 
abuse children, took the allega-
tions to The Guardian after it 
became apparent Cal Farley’s 
was not going to act on the 
proposal, said Janet Heimlich, 
the nonprofi t’s founder and a 
former journalist.

Heimlich fi rst came into 
contact with Smith and the 
Facebook group after writing 
a blog post in 2015 praising 
Boy’s Ranch for an advanced 
therapeutic model. Smith com-
mented on the post and they got 
in touch.

Adams told the Globe-News 
he didn’t want to initially make 
a public apology because it 
would give children, families 
and donors undue concern.

Heimlich agreed that Boys 
Ranch, which opened in 1939, 
had cleaned up since the 1990s 
and emphasized that it still 
maintains a “fl agship model” 
for child therapy.

The ranch currently has a 
license with the state as a gen-
eral residential operation pro-
viding child care and transi-
tional living. Texas Health & 
Human Services Commission 
spokeswoman Christine Mann 
tells The Associated Press that 
they have no recent history of 
corrective or adverse actions. 
She said it was initially licensed 
by the state in 1979.Texas 
Department of Family and Pro-
tective Services spokesman Pat-
rick Crimmins said the ranch 
does have a contract in good 
standing to take in children in 
foster care. Over the last fi ve 
years 19 foster children have 
been placed there, including 11 
who are currently there.

AmericAn SAmoA Power Authority

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
rFP no: ASPA18.012.eSD-wtr         closing Date & time: Friday, December 29, 2017 
issuance Date: December 01, 2017      no later than 2:00 p.m. local time
The American Samoa Power Authority issues a Request For Proposal (RFP) to invite qualified firms 
to submit formal, written proposals for the:

“Water Use Information Project for American Samoa”
Submission 
An original and one PDF copy of the Proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked: 
“rFP no. ASPA 18.012.eSD-wtr water use information Project for Am. Samoa.”    
Submissions are to be sent to the following address and will be received until 2:00 p.m. (local time), 
Friday, December 29, 2017:
 Procurement Office 
 American Samoa Power Authority 
 P.O. Box PPB, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 
 Attn: Ioana Uli, Procurement Manager
Any proposal received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.  Late submissions will not be opened or considered and will be determined as being 
non-responsive.
Document
The RFP package outlining the proposal requirements is available at the Procurement Office at 
ASPA’s New Operations Building and may also be obtained from our Website: http://www.aspower.
com.
right of rejection
The American Samoa Power Authority reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals and 
to waive any irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted proposals that are not in the best 
interests of the American Samoa Power Authority or the public.

Approved for Issuance: utu Abe malae, Executive Director

PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa 96799
Phone No.: (684) 248-1234
bids@aspower.com

Former Texas boys 
ranch residents say 
they suffered abuse 



samoa news, Friday, December 22, 2017  Page 23  

DEVELOPMENT BANK OF AMERICAN SAMOA
P. O. BOX 9, Pago Pago A. S. 96799
Office: (684) 633-4031 Fax: (684) 633-1163.   
Website: www.dbas.as

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position: legal counsel
Responsibilities:
•	 Provide	legal	advice	to	the	Board,	management	and	staff	on	all	matters	pertinent	to		
	 the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa.
•	 Provide	legal	representation	of	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa	before		
	 American	Samoa	Courts,	Legislature	and	executive	departments.		
•	 Supervise	the	Legal	Department	and	Legal	Department	staff.	
•	 Provide	in-house	advice	on	borrower	and	lender	compliance.
•	 Design	and	implement	appropriate	legal	remedies,	including	suit	and	foreclosure,		
	 for	delinquent	loans	referred	to	the	Legal	Department.		
•	 Draft	contracts,	leases,	manuals,	policies,	loan	documents	and	other	DBAS		
	 documents	for	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa.

This	position	supervises	Legal	Dept.	Manager	and	Legal	Collection	Officers	while	reporting	
to	the	President.	

QualIFIcaTIons
Education/Experience/Qualification:	
Juris	Doctor	degree	from	an	ABA	accredited	law	school	with	five	to	seven	(5-7)	years	experience	as	
an	attorney	in	relevant	areas	of	practice.	Must	be	admitted	to	practice	in	any	state	and	a	member	
in	good	standing	of	a	state	bar.		Must	be	eligible	for	admission	to	practice	in	American	Samoa	and	
must	either	be	admitted	to	practice	and	licensed	to	practice	in	American	Samoa	or	obtain	admission	
and	license	to	practice	within	thirty	days	of	commencement	of	employment.				All	hired	employees	
are	subject	to	background	and	credit	checks.

skills/abilities:	 	
		•			Excellent	problem	solving,	analytical	and	negotiating		skills.	Strong	leadership,		
						management	and	supervisory	skills.	
		•			Excellent	interviewing,	communications	and	public	relations	skills.	
			•		Excellent	ability	to	work	with	President,	Bank	Management	and	Development	Bank		
						Board	of	Directors.	
		•			Proficient	in	computer	applications,	including	MS	Word	and	MS	Excel.

Please	submit	your	Resume	&	Application	to	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa	
located	in	Pago	Pago	-	2nd	floor.		This	job	posting	will	expire	January	15,	2018	@	4:00pm.

Development Bank of american samoa is an equal opportunity lender, Provider and employer

A damaged vehicle is seen at the scene of an incident on Flinders Street, in Melbourne, Th ursday, 
December 21, 2017. Police have arrested a driver aft er a car drove into pedestrians on a sidewalk in 
central Melbourne.  (Joe Castro/AAP Image via AP)

SYDNEY (AP) — Austra-
lian police were investigating 
Friday whether there was any 
terrorism-related motive behind 
the car ramming attack on Mel-
bourne pedestrians that left 12 
people in a hospital, three of 
them in critical condition.

Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull condemned the 
“despicable and cowardly act.” 
Nine of the 19 people origi-
nally injured Thursday were 
foreigners.Victoria state police 
Acting Chief Commissioner 
Shane Patton said on Thursday 
night that early indications were 
the driver of the car, a 32-year-
old Australian citizen of Afghan 
descent with a history of drug 
abuse and mental health issues, 
was not motivated by terrorism. 
He said the ramming was being 
treated as a “singular” incident.

On Friday morning, how-
ever, Patton said the man had 
made several utterances while 
under police guard in a hospital 
on Thursday night, including 
mentioning poor treatment of 
Muslims, and that police were 
still exploring terrorism as a 
possible motive.“He made 
some utterances in respect to 
a number of matters,” Patton 
told Australia’s Channel Nine 
television network. “He spoke 
of dreams and voices but also 
attributed some of his activi-
ties as well due to the mistreat-
ment of Muslims.”Asked if 
there were links to terrorism, he 
said: “That’s certainly one area 
we’re exploring in respect to 
motivation.”But he added: “We 
haven’t identifi ed any extremist 
links with this man. We haven’t 
identifi ed him linked to any 
groups. We haven’t identifi ed 
anyone inciting him to do any 
actions, or any prior extremist 
activities prior to those utter-
ances last night.”Seven of the 
19 people admitted to the hos-
pital were discharged overnight. 
Melbourne media reported three 
patients remained in critical 
condition, including an 83-year-
old man, and that a 4-year-old 
boy’s condition had improved 
from critical to stable.

Police said nine foreigners 
were among the injured, 
including from South Korea, 
China, Italy, India, Venezuela, 
Ireland and New Zealand.

“Our consular offi cials are 
working hard to get in touch 
with their families and make 
sure they’re aware of what’s 
happened to their loved ones,” 
Turnbull told a press confer-
ence on Friday.

Turnbull also reiterated that 
“no terrorism link has been 
identifi ed” but that “nothing 
should be ruled out.”

“This was a despicable and 
cowardly act,” Turnbull said. 
“But I want to reassure Austra-
lians that this is an isolated inci-
dent. We should continue to go 
about our daily lives the way we 

always do.”
Turnbull said the man had 

come to Australia as a refugee, 
“through normal refugee pro-
grams, not people smugglers.”

“He has a history of serious 
mental illness and drug abuse. 
He has no known links to any 
political issues or to extremist 
groups, and therefore the posi-
tion I’m advised of is that no 
terrorism link has been identi-
fi ed at this stage,” Turnbull said.

In horrifi c scenes around 
4:45 p.m. Thursday, the man 
drove a white SUV through a 
red light and speeded up into 
pedestrians crossing central 
Melbourne’s busy Flinders 
Street before crashing into a 
traffi c barrier.

Patton said the man would 
undergo psychiatric assessment, 
with police hoping to formally 
interview him on Friday after-
noon. The man was on a mental 
health plan but didn’t show for 
a scheduled appointment on 
Thursday morning, Patton said.

The driver is known to police 
following a 2010 minor assault 
matter.Police said a second 
man, aged 24, who was arrested 
after being seen fi lming the 
incident and found to have three 
knives in his possession, had 
been released. He’s expected 
to be charged with drugs and 
weapons possession but the 
alleged offences are not linked 
to the car ramming.

Patton reassured the public 
hundreds more police would be 
on the streets over Christmas 
and New Year.It is the second 
time this year that Melbourne, 
regularly ranked one of the 
world’s most livable cities, 
has been traumatized by a car 
attack.In January, six people 
were killed and more than 30 
were injured when a car was 
driven up a footpath in Bourke 
Street, near Thursday’s inci-
dent. Police arrested the driver, 
who was known to police for a 
history of illicit drug use, family 
violence and mental health 
problems. Police said the case 
was not terrorism-related.

There have been a number of 
car attacks in other parts of the 
world in recent years, many of 
them linked to terrorism.

In October, a man drove a 
truck down a New York City 
bicycle path, killing eight 
people. The driver is accused 
of providing material sup-
port to the Islamic State group 
among other charges, including 
murder.

In an August attack, 13 
people were killed and more 
than 100 were wounded when 
a vehicle rammed into pedes-
trians on a walking street in 
Barcelona. London has seen 
three such attacks this year, two 
linked to Islamic extremists and 
another seen as a reprisal attack 
outside a mosque, killing 13 
people altogether.

Police still checking 
terror link to Mel-

bourne car ramming 
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