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IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THE MUSIC!

Support local music and 
musicians — in the 2Samoas 
— by celebrating “random acts 
of rhythm” during a Samoana 
Jazz & Arts Festival’s Mid-
nite At the Oasis —  Part III 
—  � ree’s A Charm —  Fun-
draiser tomorrow, at the Fly 
By Nite Bar & Bowling Alley. 
It’s the last one before the fes-
tival kicks o�  — expect great 
sounds!

See advertisement else-
where in today’s Samoa News 
for details and contacts for 
your ticket purchases. 

At this time, the Samoana 
Jazz & Arts Fest board would 
also like to thank the following 
companies who are helping the 
Board keep live band music 
alive & well in the 2Samoas.

� ey are: Samoa News, 
Southseas Broadcasting Inc., 
Pago Print Shop, Calument 
Industrial Services, Oasis, 
Taalolo Lodge, and Chico’s 
Sound System.

[Courtesy photo]
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New York Yacht Club to 
challenge for America’s Cup

Three-day weekend 
ahead for the territory

In Sports
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Amata fa’agasolo galuega mo 
le fa’aleleia o auala i le atunu’u

Le Lali

PAGE - 3

Private businesses want more time 
to discuss hikes in Port fees and 
charges

� e students of Manulele Tausala Elementary School “Home of the Bluebird” formed a Ribbon — they were dressed in Red & Blue 
— as part of the Prevention Fa’asamoa Project to stop underage drinking & drug abuse in the territory on Wednesday.

[photo: Quijano Taotua]

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

Port Administration director 
Taimalelagi Dr. Claire Poumele 
told House members this week 
that the reason why governor 
Lolo M. Moliga was trying to 
stop the sale of the two ASG 
tugboats and barges to Samoa, 
was based on different informa-
tion her offi ce received.

She said when she received 
information that the two tug-
boats and two barges were sold 
to Samoa for $5 each —she 
called the governor to inform 
him of the issue.

“Lolo instructed one of 
my employees to inform the 
director of the Offi ce of Prop-
erty Management to stop the 
sale of the government’s prop-
erty to Samoa; but we were 
informed that the purchase had 
already been done, the receipts 
were also given out to the rep-
resentative from Samoa, who 
was present during the govern-
ment’s auction,” Taimalelagi 
said.

House Transportation/ 
Port Committee chairman 
Rep, Kitara Vaiau called the 
Wednesday hearing to fi nd out 
why the tugboats and barges 

were auctioned off and sold to 
the Samoa government.

Appearing before the com-
mittee was Taimalelagi; Offi ce 
of Property Management 
director, Malo Niumata and 
deputy director Polleen Asalele.

Niumata told the committee 
that the Samoa Shipping Cor-
poration now owns the two 
tugboats and two barges that 
formerly belonged to the Amer-
ican Samoa Government. The 
Tatoso was sold for more than 
$1,000 and the Tautua was sold 
for over $2,000 while the two 
barges were sold for $5,000 
each.

Vice Speaker, Rep. Fetui 
Fetu Jr. asked Taimalelagi why 
they sold the items to Samoa; 
he wanted to know whether the 
ASG Shipyard Authority could 
have carried out repairs for the 
vessels. 

Niumata confi rmed to the 
committee that the vessels and 
barges were sold at the ASG 
auction in July, and added that 
both vessels were surveyed and 
had not been in service for a 
long time.

He explained that after his 
offi ce conducted a survey of 

ASG tugboats and 
barges sold to 

Samoa for $13K
CHECK GIVEN DIRECTLY TO TREASURER

(Continued on page 9)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The annual White Sunday 
celebration coupled with the 
Monday federal and local hol-
iday (Discoverers’ Day), adds 
up to a three-day weekend — 
and a busy one at that — as 
residents gear up for a day dedi-
cated to the children of Amer-
ican Samoa.

For lawmakers, however, 
they are getting an extra day 
off: today. Senate President 
Gaoteote Tofau Palaie informed 
senators yesterday that Fono 
leaders had agreed that the Fono 
will not convene today, but will 
return next week Tuesday. 

The plan is that the Fono 
will offi cially end the current 
2nd Regular Session of the 
35th Legislature next Friday — 
which is the end of the work-
week. House Speaker Savali 

Talavou Ale made a similar 
announcement at yesterday’s 
House session. 

If the Fono had convened 
today, the current session would 
have closed next Thursday. 

White Sunday, introduced 
to the islands by Christian mis-
sionaries in the 1800s, is a spe-
cial holiday, with children being 
treated with the best — from 
White Sunday outfi ts, to food 
served during family toana’i. 
It is always celebrated on the 
second Sunday of October.

Traffi c today and tomorrow 
is expected to be a headache, 
especially near the Laufou 
Shopping Center and down-
town Fagatogo. Because of 
this, police are beefi ng up road 
patrols and they are calling on 
drivers to look out for pedes-
trians, especially young chil-
dren. They are also urging par-

ents to keep a close eye on their 
kids while out White Sunday 
shopping. Representatives of 
some local stores, two bakeries, 
and other merchants said this 
week that they are prepared for 
White Sunday shopping - from 
clothes to food and beverages. 

The Congregational Chris-
tian Church of American Samoa 
and the Methodist faith lavishly 
celebrate White Sunday, and in 
past years it has spread to other 
faiths, although to a smaller 
degree. The Tongan commu-
nity here will also be holding 
White Sunday services. Tonga 
and Samoa— on the other side 
of the International Dateline — 
will hold their White Sunday 
celebration tomorrow. 

White Sunday is also cele-
brated in other parts of the world 
with Samoan communities, such 
as Honolulu, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Fort Hood (Texas), 
New Zealand and Australia.  On 
Monday, a federal holiday, the 
local government will be closed 
along with the majority of busi-
nesses in the territory, including 
the banks. The U.S. Post Offi ce 
and all federal offi ces here and 
in the U.S. will also be closed. 
There was no word at press time 
if StarKist Samoa is working 
Monday.  For the Executive 
Branch, the American Samoa 
delegation initially scheduled to 
head to Apia next Tuesday for 
the Oct. 12th 2Samoa Talks will 
not be traveling.  Commerce 
Department director Keniseli 
Lafaele told Samoa News yes-
terday that the annual event 
has been postponed until later 
this year, because Tuilaepa was 
medivaced this week to New 
Zealand, where he remains at 
the moment. A statement from 
the Samoa Government states 
that Tuilaepa’s medical check 
up in Auckland is precautionary, 
on the advice of doctors fol-
lowing initial tests at Moto’otua 
Hospital in Apia, according to 
the Prime Minister’s Offi ce.

In honor of White Sunday and 
Discoverers’ Day, Samoa News 
will not publish on Monday but 
will return Tuesday. 

Samoa News staff and man-
agement wish all the children of 
the world a White Sunday fi lled 
with moments of loving-kind-
ness, celebrating our special gift 
from God — our children.

Have a happy and safe “Lotu 
Tamaiti” American Samoa.

Three-day weekend 
ahead for the territory
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Shipped directly  
from Los Angeles,  

USA!

Your One Stop Store 
For All Your White 
Sunday Needs!

SALE 10% OFF ALL WHITE SUNDY ITEMS IN STORE!

ALL WHITE 
SUNDAY 
ITEMS

10% OFF

SPECIAL SALE!SPECIAL SALE!SPECIAL SALE!SPECIAL SALE!
White Sunday

Leone High School’s student body wore red on Wednesday as part of the Preven-
tion Fa’asamoa Project to stop underage drinking & drug abuse in the territory.  

 [Photo: Edwina Toilolo]
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Because of testimonies by 
some private sector represen-
tatives that they hadn’t had 
thorough discussions with Port 
Administration on the proposed 
hike in port fees and charges, 
the Senate Transportation/ Port 
Administration Committee has 
postponed taking complete tes-
timonies from business mem-
bers on port fees and charges, 
until a later time.

Top offi cials from StarKist 
Samoa and four shipping com-
panies appeared yesterday for 
a committee hearing to share 
their views and input on the 
hikes in port fees and charges, 
as proposed by the Lolo 
Administration. 

At the outset of the hearing, 
committee chairman Sen. 
Paepae Iosefa Faiai asked if 
the private sector had held 
appropriate meetings with Port 
Administration on the proposed 
fees and charges.

StarKist Samoa offi cial, 
Taotasi Archie Soliai recalled 
media reports based on testimo-
nies from ASG offi cials in both 
the Senate and House, that there 
was a port users meeting in 
2015 and 2016, where he, along 
with offi cials of the shipping 
companies present at yester-
day’s hearing, were all present.

Port Administration director 
Taimalelagi Dr. Claire Poumele 
told lawmakers last month that 
a public hearing, through meet-
ings with port users, was held in 
2015 and 2016 as required by 
the local Administrative Proce-
dures Act. However, Port didn’t 
implement the fees and charges 
until now, with the proposed 
Administration bill. 

(See Samoa News Sept. 12 
and 22 editions for details).

At yesterday’s Senate 
hearing, Taotasi acknowledged 
that port fees were discussed 
in 2015 and 2016 during the 
port users meetings; but what 
Port did not disclose, was the 
amount by which the fees 
would be raised or proposed. 
He did say that Port Admin-
istration director and offi cials 
mentioned that it has been 30 
years since the fees and charges 

were raised. 
Fonoti Isabel Hudson with 

Hamburg Sud concurred with 
Taotasi’s statement, adding that 
although the private sector was 
informed about the proposed 
fees, they were not given a 
chance to get together with Port 
to discussion them. 

(Samoa News notes that 
the ASG Revenue Task Force 
had twice made a presentation 
to the Chamber of Commerce 
including one during a general 
membership meeting in July but 
the private sector wasn’t given 
much of a chance for a thor-
ough discussion with the task 
force, to voice their concerns 
regarding the fees and charges. 
Some members did point out 
the fees were too high.)

Paepae said that as chairman, 
he believes Port Administra-
tion and port users should have 
discussed and negotiated a 
fi nal decision, before fees and 
charges were presented to the 
Fono for approval.

Sen. Tuaolo Manaia Fruean 
pointed to local law, which 
requires public hearings on 
these types of issues, similar to 
ASPA, which calls public hear-
ings when they propose rate 
hikes. He asked if there were 
any public hearings on the fees 
and charges.  Taotasi agreed 
with Tuaolo that public hear-
ings are required by law and 
pointed out that there were no 
public hearings and there was 
also no negotiation or offi cial 
discussion between the private 
sector and Port on the proposed 
hikes in fees and charges. 

“So your complaint is, the 
fees and charges are too high?” 
Tuaolo asked the witnesses, to 
which Taotasi replied, “yes”.

Tuaolo said the shipping 
companies charge a person 
$8,000 for a 40-foot container 
and that person has nowhere 
else to complain to about such 
high charges. “And you com-
plain about the [proposed] fee 
hikes?” he asked the witnesses. 

Hudson said it’s not that they 
are complaining, but instead, 
voicing their concerns. She said 
port users want more time for 
discussions with Port, and to 
share with Port why it’s very 

diffi cult for shipping companies 
to accept these proposed fees 
and charges — which amount 
to about a 70% increase.  

She said perhaps Port is not 
fully aware of the rate setting 
structure for shipping of con-
tainers, and shipping companies 
can provide a detailed explana-
tion to Port Administration.  For 
example, there is a cost in the 
US and then add on the local 
cost, and in the end, it becomes 
very expensive, she said. 

Herman Gebauer of Polyne-
sian Shipping said if the ship-
ping companies can’t absorb 
any costs, it’s passed on to 
businesses, who then pass it on 
to consumers and that makes 
it more expensive to purchase 
goods at local stores. 

Tuaolo suggested post-
poning the rest of the hearing 
for a later time, giving the pri-
vate sector a chance to meet and 
discuss their concerns with Port 
Administrations. Other senators 
supported the suggestion.

The hearing ended with Tao-
tasi saying that he agrees with 
Hudson, that port users have 
“concerns” regarding the pro-
posed fees and hikes, which 
they’d like to thoroughly dis-
cuss with Port Administration.

It’s unclear when the com-
mittee will hold another hearing, 
as the current 2nd Regular Ses-
sion is set to close next Friday.

NAPA SAMOA 
699-NAPA/6272

NEED a 
Battery?

Stop by today and check out  
our new arrivals in store.

Go to NAPA!

3 year warranty
18 months FREE Battery

Check out our display of Commercial Batteries, Valve-Regulated 
Lead Acid Batteries, Wet Cell Batteries, Lithium-ion Batteries in 
different sizes. 
We also carry a wide range of Oil, Grease, Chemicals, 
Replacement Parts, Muffler Pipes, Automotive Care Products, 
Sealants, Automotive Tools, Automotive Paint and more.

Private businesses want more time to 
discuss hikes in Port fees and charges

SENATORS AGREE AND TABLE THE MATTER UNTIL A LATER DATE

Sherri Camperchioli helps set up some of the crosses that arrived 
in Las Vegas today to honor the victims of the mass shooting on 
Th ursday, Oct. 5, 2017, in Las Vegas. A gunman opened fi re on 
an outdoor music concert on Sunday killing dozens and injuring 
hundreds.  (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages 

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our email news.news-
room@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 

633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.

Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in whole or in part, is required. 

Please address such requests to the Publisher at the address provided above.

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.

Compiled by Samoa News Staff
AMATA APPRECIATES 
INAUGURAL DAY OF 

HONOR FOR DISABLED 
VETERANS 

WASHINGTON DC - 
Thursday, Oct. 5, 2017 - Con-
gresswoman Aumua Amata 
was pleased to attend the Inau-
gural Commemoration of the 
Day of Honor for American 
Veterans Disabled for Life at 
a special ceremony near the 
U.S. Capitol on their beautiful 
Memorial grounds.

“American Samoa has the 
highest rate of enlistment of any 
U.S. state or territory, and we’re 
very proud of our veterans 
and the sacrifi ces they make,” 
Aumua Amata said. “Everyone 
who puts on the uniform of 
an American service man or 
woman knows they could be 
called upon to take great per-
sonal risk. This special cer-
emony specifi cally recognized 
those who sacrifi ce physical 
health and carry the lifelong 
scars of their heroic service.”

The event at the American 
Veterans Disabled for Life 
Memorial included remarks by 
Dr. David Shulkin, U.S. Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs; U.S. 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth of 
Illinois; U.S. Rep. Lois Frankel 
of Florida, who introduced 
the resolution creating the 
Day of Honor; Army veteran 
Paul Rieckhoff; veteran Don 
Overton; and advocate Lois 
Pope, who promoted the con-
struction of the Memorial. 

The audience also heard an 
invocation by Military Chaplain 
Carl Barnes, and singing by the 
children’s chorus of Hoffman-
Boston Elementary School in 
Arlington, Virginia, and a Navy 
Color Guard presented fl ags.

“Since this Memorial’s dedi-
cation in 2014, it has added 
another beautiful spot to the 
areas near the Capitol where it 
belongs,” continued Congress-
woman Amata. “I appreciate 
everyone who worked hard to 
put on this ceremony, including 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Schulkin, the brave veterans, 
and the charming children’s 
chorus.” (Source: Congress-
woman Auua Amata Offi ce, 
Washington, D.C.)

AMATA INTRODUCES 
“AMERICAN SAMOA 
INVESTMENT ACT”

Washington, D.C. – 

Thursday, Oct. 5, 2017 - Con-
gresswoman Aumua Amata 
introduced legislation to 
improve job creation oppor-
tunities in American Samoa 
and increase the potential of 
attracting foreign investors 
by fi xing a gap in the EB-5 
Visa requirements that directly 
affects American Samoa. 

“Current law has a signifi -
cant job creation incentive that 
ignores American Samoa and 
U.S. Nationals, in favor of not 
only citizens but also green 
card holders, and we need to be 
included,” said Aumua Amata. 

“This is a matter of simple 
fairness and common sense. 
Under current law, American 
Samoa is at a unique disad-
vantage on the EB-5 Visa job 
creation incentive, and there’s 
no apparent reason for this pro-
vision to exclude jobs for U.S. 
Nationals. My legislation would 
correct the problem and level 
the playing fi eld for American 
Samoa,” she said.

Specifi cally, through the 
EB-5 Visa program, the law 
provides an incentive for for-
eign investors to start a business 
in the U.S. or U.S. territories if 
that business will create jobs 
for ten people. However, those 
employees are specifi ed as U.S. 
citizens or green card holders, 
meaning that – as written – the 
law that’s in place doesn’t apply 
the same incentive in American 
Samoa, where the available 
workforce is primarily made up 
of U.S. nationals.

The Congresswoman’s bill, 
entitled the ‘American Samoa 
Investment Act’, eliminates this 
gap in the law and includes U.S. 
Nationals in this job creation 
incentive. 

“I want to thank my friends, 
Congresswoman Jenniffer 
González-Colón of Puerto Rico 
and Congressman Gregorio 
Kilili Camacho Sablan of the 
Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, for joining 
me in this effort,” continued 
Congresswoman Amata. “This 
measure could be an impor-
tant deciding factor for a future 
employer. My legislation would 
promote a fair and reasonable 
solution, and I am working to 
get the word out in Washington, 
D.C.” 

(Source: Congresswoman 
Auua Amata Offi ce, Wash-
ington, D.C.)

Congresswoman Aumua Amata with philanthropist Lois Pope, and Rep. Lois Frankel. Also pic-
tured, veterans Paul Rieckhoff  and Don Overton. [photo: courtesy]

Congresswoman Aumua Amata with a veteran, who attended the Inaugural Commemoration of 
the Day of Honor for American Veterans Disabled for Life — near the U.S. Capitol. [photo: courtesy]

Come and enjoy a night to support local music and musicians by celebrating “random acts of 
rhythm” during a Samoana Jazz & Arts Festival’s Midnite At the Oasis —  Part III —  Th ree’s A 
Charm — Fundraiser, at the Fly By Nite Bar & Bowling Alley, on Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017 — 6:30- 
12Midnight. It’s the last one before the festival kicks off  — expect great sounds!

See advertisement elsewhere in today’s Samoa News for details and contacts for your ticket pur-
chases. [Courtesy photo]

Support local music and musicians — in the 2Samoas — by celebrating “random acts of rhythm” 
during a Samoana Jazz & Arts Festival’s Midnite At the Oasis — Part III — Th ree’s A Charm — Fun-
draiser tomorrow, at the Fly By Nite Bar & Bowling Alley. It’s the last one before the festival kicks off  
— expect great sounds!See advertisement elsewhere in today’s Samoa News for details and contacts 
for your ticket purchases. Th e Samoana Jazz & Arts Festival Board would like to thank the following 
companies who are helping keep live band music alive and well in American Samoa!

Samoa News, Southseas Broadcasting Inc., Pago Print Shop, Calument Industrial Services, 
Oasis, Taalolo Lodge, and Chico’s Sound System. [Courtesy photo]
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Compiled by Samoa News staff
TEACHING PROFESSION 

HONORED
Today, Samoa honored all 

the Teachers in the country 
through a special celebration 
held in front of the Government 
building early this morning.  

The day started with a fl oat 
parade followed by a special 
march by schools and various 
community organizations in the 
country.

Minister of Education Sports 
and Culture, Loau Solamale-
malo Keneti Sio delivered the 
keynote address on behalf of 
the Government of Samoa, on 
the theme: TEACHING IN 
FREEDOM, EMPOWERING 
TEACHERS. 

In his remarks, Loau 
expressed his heartfelt gratitude 
to all the teachers of Samoa for 
their continuing contribution to 
the education of the children 
of Samoa.  He encouraged the 
teachers to continue doing the 
great work they do every day 
and continue to inspire the chil-
dren to ensure a stronger foun-
dation for lasting peace and 
sustainable development for 
Samoa.  

He further acknowledged 
the commitment and dedica-
tion of all teachers of Early 
Childhood Education Centres, 
Schools for children and people 
with disabilities, Primary and 
Secondary schools and col-
leges, Tertiary Institutions and 
Universities, Technical Voca-
tional Education and Training 
Centres, Non-formal, Second 
Chance and Informal Educa-
tion providers.  He also recog-
nized the contribution made by 
all the expatriate teachers and 
volunteers in schools and insti-
tutions around Samoa as well 
as the dedication and support 
of all Teacher Associations and 
Federations, Parent-Teacher 
Associations and the National 
Teacher Association of Samoa.

(Source: MPMC)
TOP PRISON OFFICIAL 
ON ‘SPECIAL LEAVE’
The Acting Assistant Chief 

Executive Offi cer at Samoa 
Prisons and Corrections Ser-
vices (S.P.C.S.), Levao Rosa 
So’oalo, has been placed on 
special leave. This is to allow an 
investigation ordered by Prime 
Minister Tuilaepa Sa’ilele 
Malielegaoi to be carried out.

Deputy Commissioner of 
S.P.C.S. Ulugia Niuia Aumua 
has confi rmed the action. “She 
is placed on special leave 
pending the investigation by the 
Ombudsman,” he said.

He denied that she has been 
suspended. “There is a big dif-
ference,” Ulugia told the Samoa 
Observer. “The decision was 
made to protect the integrity of 
the Ministry.” He said the deci-
sion came from Commissioner 
Taitosaua Edward Winterstein, 
to allow the investigation to 
be carried out in a transparent 
manner.

“Special leave may come 

out of her annual leave but that 
I am not sure, however, it’s my 
understanding that our A.C.E.O. 
is being placed on leave with 
pay,” said Ulugia. 

Last week, the Prime Min-
ister ordered the Offi ce of the 
Ombudsman to investigate 
serious allegations made against 
the management of prisons. 

The Samoa Observer 
obtained a copy of the letter, 
dated Sept. 27, 2017.

The complainant is Andrew 
S. Chong, a former employee of 
S.P.C.S, whose complaint tar-
gets the decisions made at the 
top level. Chong’s grievances 
are spelled out in a three-page 
letter to the Prime Minister, 
which prompted the order for 
an investigation. 

Highlighted in the three-
page letter were allegations of 
marital affairs among the staff 
members.He also pointed to 
the alleged confl ict of interest 

between the Associate Minister 
So’oalo Mene and his wife, who 
works as the Acting Assistant 
C.E.O. The letter also makes 
allegations against the Minister. 

But that’s not all.Chong also 
accused senior management 
of hiring family members to 
do work at the prison.He also 
claimed that a vehicle, licensed 
S.P.C.S. 09 was involved in a 
serious crash yet there was no 
disciplinary action taken against 
the driver.There are further alle-
gations that prisoners are used 
by senior staff members to do 
work at their homes, including 
a house at Falelauniu.

Efforts to get a comment 
from the A.C.E.O. have been 
unsuccessful as of press time.

(Source: Samoa Observer)
BAG BAN TIP OF THE 

PLASTIC ICEBERG
When Countdown called 

me on Wednesday morning to 

WHITE SUNDAY SALE!
My Unique Closet

Nu’uuli - Across from Brenda’s Photo Shop
(684) 733-2569 or (684) 770-5982

Open: Wed-Fri: 3:00p.m - 10:00p.m.
Saturday 6:00a.m - 10:00p.m

Big Selection - U.S Fashionable
-Shoes
-Dresses
-Tops
-Skirts and more...

Also: Plus size shoes: 
S-11W - S-13W

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

(Continued on page 10)
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U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection says it is ready to 
block U.S. imports of seafood 
— as well as any other goods 
— produced by North Korean 
laborers who work in China.

An Associated Press inves-
tigation tracked salmon, squid 
and cod processed by North 
Korean laborers working abroad 
to American stores, including 
Walmart and ALDI. The North 
Korean workers found in Chi-
nese factories aren’t allowed to 
leave, and receive only a frac-
tion of their pay — most goes 
straight to the North Korean 
state. This means that Amer-
ican consumers buying seafood 
labeled “Caught in the USA, 
Processed in China” may inad-
vertently be subsidizing the 
government of Kim Jong Un as 
it builds nuclear weapons, and 
also supporting forced labor.

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection said in a statement 
Thursday it is reviewing the 
allegations and if warranted, 
would “pursue all enforcement 
actions and prohibit goods from 
importation as appropriate.” 
The companies that responded 
also vowed to investigate ties 
with suppliers.

GOP Congressman Chris 
Smith from New Jersey, who 
has repeatedly called for tougher 
enforcement, said the Labor 
Department has already identi-
fi ed traffi cking in 12 sectors of 
goods exported by China.

“CBP should be stopping 
every shipment from those 
sectors_and now traffi cking-
tainted salmon too,” he said.

A White House National 
Security Council spokesman 
said Thursday the North 
Korean government’s scheme 
to outsource its labor under-
scores why the United States 
has pushed for restrictions on 
North Korean foreign workers. 
The spokesman said all coun-
tries should, at a minimum, ban 
companies from bringing in 
North Korean crews, as pledged 
in recent United Nations 
sanctions.

China is among the countries 
that have promised to comply, 
already banning imports of 
North Korean seafood, and 
saying no more North Korean 
workers will be allowed starting 
next year.

“But all nations must go fur-
ther and reject what is clearly 
a despicable practice that only 
serves the regime’s nuclear 
ambitions,” said the NSC 
spokesman, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because he 
wasn’t authorized to comment.

Walmart said its supplier 
has addressed the problem, 
although it did not specify how. 
Walmart and ALDI said they 
are committed to human rights 
and fair labor practices, and 
expect the same from their busi-
ness partners.

At a time when North 
Korea faces sanctions on many 
exports, the government is 
sending tens of thousands of 
workers worldwide, bringing in 
revenue estimated at anywhere 
from $200 million to $500 mil-

lion a year. That could account 
for a sizable portion of North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons and 
missile programs, which South 
Korea says have cost more than 
$1 billion.

North Koreans overseas 
work in construction in the Gulf 
states, shipbuilding in Poland, 
logging in Russia. In Uruguay, 
authorities told AP, about 90 
North Koreans crewed fi shing 
boats last year.

“I am not surprised at all,” 
said Anthony Talbott, who 
directs the University of Day-
ton’s Human Rights Center. 
“North Korea has probably the 
single highest level of state-
sanctioned slavery in the world, 
it’s a major source of income 
for them.”

Among those North Korean 
laborers in China, roughly 
3,000 are believed to work in 
the northeast industrial hub of 
Hunchun, just a few miles from 
the borders of both North Korea 
and Russia. AP documented 
North Koreans in several Hun-
chun seafood processing plants, 
and tracked their supply chains 
to importers, including Sea-
Trek Enterprises in Rhode 
Island, where managers said 
they are being inundated with 
phone calls from customers and 
suppliers since the AP story.

Sea-Trek’s owners said that 
they hadn’t visited China and 
were unaware of the makeup of 
the workers, but would imme-
diately cease dealings with 
the plant until the situation is 
resolved.

“Sea-Trek will not purchase 
product from any company 
using forced labor,” said vice 
president Mitch Sarnoff.

Mark Liszt, owner of Law-
rence Wholesale, a national 
food distributor in Southern 
California, said it would inves-
tigate its suppliers as well.

“We’re middlemen,” said 
Liszt. “We do make a practice of 
trying to go and visit the plants 
that we buy from in person, but 
it’s not a perfect world that we 
can see into every single one.”

Some U.S. brands and com-
panies had indirect ties to the 
North Korean laborers in Hun-
chun, including Chicken of the 
Sea, owned by Thai Union. 
Trade records show shipments 
came from a sister company of 
the Hunchun factory in another 
part of China, where Thai 
Union spokeswoman Whitney 
Small says labor standards are 
being met and the employees 
are all Chinese. Small said the 
sister company should not be 
penalized.

AP observed North Korean 
workers in Chinese factories 
building hardwood fl ooring, 
sewing garments and manu-
facturing electronics. Fordham 
University economics professor 
Giacomo Santangelo said he 
doubts it’s just fi sh processed 
by North Korean workers that 
reaches the U.S. markets.

“Now we need to ask, how 
many other products imported 
from China are made with 
North Korean labor?” he said.

US Customs vows to block imports 
made by North Korea workers 
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Aso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’eAso Sa Pa’epa’e
Lutia pea ia i Puava
Ae mautinoa le mapu i Fagalele
Mai le Laumua i Uosigitone

Ou te manatua pea le palepua pa’epa’e i le Aso Sa o  
Tamaiti o Samoa
Mai le ta’ele o le agaga, e momoli atu a’u fa’amanuiaga mo le 
Aso Sa Pa’epa’e mo fanau uma o Amerika Samoa ma Samoa 
Tuto’atasi i lo outou aso fa’apitoa ia Oketopa 8, 2017.

Alofa’aga mai la outou auauna,
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TSM MART
699-6312

FROZEN ITEMS
•	 CHICKEN	LEG	BROWN	-		20LB	................... $11.99/cs
•	 TURKEY	TAIL	-	20LB	................................... $13.95/cs
•	 LAMB	FLAP................................................. $3.49/lb
•	 BONELESS	BEEF	......................................... $2.70/lb
•	 CORNED	BEEF	BRISKET	............................. $3.45/lb
•	 BEEF	BABY	BACK	RIB	COM	........................ $1.40/lb
•	 SMOKE	PICNIC	HAM	................................... $1.55/lb
•	 PORK	CHOPS	.............................................. $1.45/lb
•	 PORK	HEAD	................................................ $1.50/lb
•	 WHOLE	CHICKEN	........................................ $1.49/lb
•	 SWAII	FILLET	.............................................. $2.95/lb
•	 SWAII	STEAK	.............................................. $4.50/pk
•	 POMPANO	FISH	.......................................... $2.65/lb
•	 MILK	FISH	................................................... $1.79/lb
•	 WHOLE	MACKEREL	..................................... $1.25/lb
•	 SHRIMP	31-40	-	2LB	.................................. $11.95/pk
•	 SHRIMP	21-25	-	2LB	.................................. $14.95/pk
•	 BAR	S	CHOPPED	HAM	-	5LB	...................... $9.95/pc
•	 BAR	S	CHOPPED	HAM	-	10LB	.................... $19.95/pc
•	 HOFFY	SAUSAGE	LS	-	5LB	......................... $5.95/pk
•	 CHUCK	WAGON	-	16OZ	............................... $1.20/pk

DRY ITEMS
•	 SMART	MILK	.............................................. $14.50/cs
•	 FULL	CREAM	MILK	..................................... $15.95/cs
•	 REAL	FRESH	MILK	...................................... $17.50/cs
•	 GOLDEN	STATE	-	50LB	............................... $21.95/ble
•	 SUNWHITE	RICE	-	50LB	.............................. $23.95/ble
•	 BIGLOAF	-	50LB.......................................... $22.95/ble
•	 LIPTON	-	50CT	............................................ $2.95/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	24OZ	................................... $2.30/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	48OZ	................................... $3.90/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	64OZ	................................... $7.50/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	1GAL	................................... $9.99/pc
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	13.5OZ	......................... $1.25/pc
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	24OZ	............................ $1.85/pc
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	44.5OZ	......................... $2.99/pc
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	7LB	.............................. $5.10/pc
•	 KIKKOMAN	-	10OZ	...................................... $1.70/pc
•	 KIKKOMAN	-	15OZ	...................................... $2.35/pc
•	 KIKKOMAN	-	20OZ	...................................... $2.95/pc
•	 KIKKOMAN	-	2QT	........................................ $6.10/pc
•	 BF	MAYO	-	8OZ	........................................... $1.75/pc
•	 BF	MAYO	-	15OZ	......................................... $2.70/pc
•	 BF	MAYO	-	30OZ	......................................... $4.65/pc
•	 BF	MAYO	-	48OZ	......................................... $6.60/pc
•	 BF	MAYO	-	64OZ	......................................... $8.10/pc
•	 SUGAR	-	1KG	.............................................. $1.20/pk
•	 SUGAR	-	2KG	.............................................. $2.35/pk
•	 SUGAR	-	4KG	.............................................. $4.70/pk
•	 FLOUR	-	2LB	............................................... $1.20/pk
•	 FLOUR	-	5LB	............................................... $2.50/pk
•	 FLOUR	-	10LB	............................................. $4.90/pk
•	 OIL	-	5GAL	.................................................. $24.75/pc
•	 STARKIST	TUNA	-	12/5OZ	.......................... $13.95/cs

WHITE SUNDAY SPECIALS!
Now until Sunday 10/08/17

Check out TSM 

2nd floor for 

NEW ARRIVALS of 

MATERIALS, TOYS &  

KITCHENWARE.

FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
ALSO AVAILABLE!!!

CALL into origin energy gas showroom at tafuna industrial park 699-9740

Origin
Energy

Talk to us for the 
right gas advice
Our specialist

gas technicians provide 
safe, reliable installation

Did you know?
When you buy  

Origin gray tanks,
You save money….
and get more gas.

EnergyEnergy

(Incl free installation, delivery, 1 yr warranty

White Sunday Specials

Origin Energy wishes all the children of American Samoa a happy, safe and 
blessed White Sunday. May you shine on your special day, perform your best on 
scriptural recitations, biblical stories, songs and creative dance performances.
E fa’amanuia atu le Aso Sa Pa’epa’e i fanau uma o Amerika Samoa mai le 
kamupani o le Origin Energy. Ia avea outou ma lamepa susulu ile tou aso 
fa’apitoa e ala i le fa’atinoina o tala mai le Tusi Paia, laugaina ole upu, fa’apea 
pesepesega.

Management and staff of Origin Energy Am. Samoa

CALL into origin energy gas showroom at tafuna industrial park 699-9740

(Incl free installation, delivery, 1 yr warranty

NOW until 

Oct 31st

AT402LP-  
2Burner gas cooker with stand. 

(Incl reg & hose set)
AMANA- LPG AGR4230BAB 

(30inch BLACK-4Burner Stove)

WAS: $165.65 - NOW: $135.85 WAS: $699.99 - NOW: $579.00

vvvvv
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both vessels, it appeared that 
their useful life was over, 
meaning there was no value in 
both vessels.

“The bid for the two ves-
sels started from $500, and 
there were only two parties that 
showed interest in the two ves-
sels and the two barges. Samoa 
had the highest bids, while the 
other bidder — a local busi-
nessman — bid $1,000,” Niu-
mata said.

According to him, the local 
agents for Samoa Shipping 
Corporation, Polynesia Ship-
ping, paid a total of more than 
$13,000 for the two vessels 
and the two barges, and the 
check went directly to the ASG 
Treasurer, not his offi ce, which 
would be the Revenue Offi ce.

Fetu said the reason why 
the hearing was called is so the 
administration can explain to 
the Fono, why the two vessels 
were sold to the Samoa govern-
ment, when there are engineers 
at the shipyard who could have 
done the repairs on them.

Taimalelagi replied it wasn’t 
that the shipyard couldn’t repair 
the two vessels — especially 
the Tatoso — it was a ques-
tion of how best to utilize the 
$1.7 million in federal Capital 
Improvement Project (CIP) 
funding, especially in light of a 
new federal regulation that goes 
into effect January 2018, which 
calls for a higher horse power 
engine than what the Tatoso or 
the Sailele have.

She said, “… the decision 
to sell the two vessels was the 
right move by the government, 
so that we can get rid of these 
old vessels and barges — for 
the purpose of getting money 
for the government — instead 
of them sitting in the ocean for 
a long period of time,” Taimale-
lagi said.

She said when she was fi rst 
appointed to be the Port Admin-
istration director, she learned 
that the two barges were bought 
by ASG from Hawai’i for 
$50,000 each. But as she con-
tinued to gather all the receipts 
from the purchase of the two 
barges, she discovered that the 
government spent $350,000 
to repair the barges in Hawai’i 
before they were brought to 
American Samoa.

Taimalelagi went on to say 
that a few years ago, McCon-
nell Dowell wanted to buy the 
two barges for $25,000 each. 
She didn’t elaborate to the 
committee why the sale didn’t 
happen. 

Vaiau said he’s heard reports 
from Samoa that the Tatoso is 
in use and it is running well, and 
he’s hoping our government 

will not have to get the Tatoso 
back here to Manu’a when our 
vessels are down. 

He asked Taimalelagi 
whether the shipyard was ever 
notifi ed to carry out repair 
works for the two vessels.

Taimalelagi responded yes 
and said the estimated cost 
of the shipyard’s proposal to 
repair the Tatoso was around 
$1.1 million, leaving a balance 
of $600,000 for the Sailele. She 
said however, even if the Tatoso 
was repaired, it wouldn’t meet 
the new federal regulation that 
goes into effect January 2018.

Rep. Vailoata E. Amituana’i 
told Taimalelagi that he believes 
the money from the auctioning 
of the two vessels and the 
two barges should go to the 
Port Administration’s budget, 
because that’s where the money 
used to purchase the vessels 
and the barges during the last 
Administration came from.

Taimalelagi said that while 
she understands where Vailoata 
is coming from, everything is at 
the governor’s discretion.

Greetings American Samoa 

Educators & Automotive/Diesel Industry Professionals
I am Jason Tagal, My Father Tony Tagal & I are the Hawaii / Pacific 
Representatives for Universal Technical Institute - U.T.I . 
I am very proud to have been able to meet all of you,  over the years.   I 
am also very thankful for the privilege to present to, & to meet with your 
students.   I am looking forward to helping your students find personal 
success & financial stability through the following, very stable & in-
demand technical career paths: 

•	 Automotive
•	 Diesel
•	 Industrial	Power	Generation
•	 Hydraulics
•	 Transport	Refrigeration
•	 Welding
•	 Fabrication
•	 CNC	Machine	Shop
•	 Collision	Repair
•	 NASCAR
•	 Marine	&	Motorcycle		

I will be conducting my annual recruiting trip to American Samoa from 
Tuesday,	October	10,	1207	–	Monday,	October	16,	2017.	
Please let me know which date & time would be best for me to present to 
your students.

Mahalo & Talofa!
JASON	TAGAL
Kaneohe,	Hawaii
808-342-2037
Email:	ttagal@uti.edu
Facebook:	Jason	Tagal	UTI	HI

Date Morning Presentation: 
 8AM-12PM

Afternoon Presentation:  
1PM-3PM

Evening Hours: Student/Parent  
Meetings/Enrollments:  4PM-8PM

Tues:  10/10/17 Tradewinds Hotel Lobby
Wed:  10/11/17 Tradewinds Hotel Lobby
Thurs:  10/12/17 Tradewinds Hotel Lobby

Fri:  10/13/17 Tradewinds Hotel Lobby

Sat:  10/14/17 Tradewinds Hotel Lobby Tradewinds Hotel Lobby Tradewinds Hotel Lobby
Sun:  10/15/17 Tradewinds Hotel Lobby Tradewinds Hotel Lobby Tradewinds Hotel Lobby
Mon:  10/16/17 Tradewinds Hotel Lobby

DAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STOREDAILY STORE

HOURS  Mon-Fri 8:00am-6:30pm • Saturday 8:00am-5:30pm

White Suunday
10%-30%

SALE
White Sunday 

dresses and suits;  
accessories
Plus More.

699-2300

➧ ASG Tugboats…
Continued from page 1

DiD you 
know?

Classified Ads are 
posted on our website

(www.samoanews.com)
and read world wide.
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tell me the company was going 
to ban plastic bags, I think I 
screeched into the phone.

How often does a multi-
national have great news for 
an environmental group like 
Greenpeace?

The detail — that the super-
market chain would phase out 
single-use bags by the end of 
2018 — was even better news.

That’s really good. Even 
the Green Party has only been 
talking about a phase-out policy 
over three years.

No more single-use plastic 
shopping bags via Countdown 
after the end of next year: that’s 
350 million bags out of the 
waste system per year.

Laid end-to-end those bags 
would stretch for 147,000km 
— three and a half times around 
the world.

Tens of thousands of New 
Zealanders signed Green-
peace’s petition to ban the 
bag in the two months since it 
launched. This is a victory for 
people power. This is a victory 

for marine life and our oceans.
The devastating impact 

plastic bags have on marine 
life really hit home for me, 
as it has for so many others. 
It’s heartbreaking to think of 
sea turtles suffering a painful 
death because of plastic in their 
bellies.

But banning the bag is just 
the tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to plastic pollution. Our 
oceans are choking on plastic 
waste. 

It’s estimated that if we 
keep polluting at the current 
rate, there will be more plastic 
than fish in the ocean within 33 
years.

The plastic waste issue is so 
vast, so embedded in every part 
of our modern lives — it’s hard 
to know where to begin.

Plastic can now be found 
at every corner of the world’s 
oceans — from bottles and 
packaging to tiny micro plas-
tics — threatening one of our 
planet’s key life-support sys-
tems, harming marine life and 

even ending up in the food on 
our plate.

Up to 12.7 million tons of 
plastic enters the oceans every 
year - a truckload of rubbish 
every minute. Up to 90 percent 
of seabirds and one in three 
turtles have ingested marine 
plastic. 

One million plastic bottles 
are bought around the world 
every minute. And more than 
half of the 500 billion plastic 
bottles manufactured each year 
are thrown away after a single 
use, ending up on beaches, in 
landfill and in our oceans.

Coca-Cola alone increased 
its production of plastic bottles 
by a billion last year and is esti-
mated to produce 100 billion 
single use plastic bottles a year, 
many of which end up in our 
oceans.

Say that figure out loud: 
100 billion. It’s difficult to 
comprehend.

It’s great that Countdown is 
leading the way with this ban. 
Now we need other big compa-
nies to follow their lead, and we 
need governments to create leg-
islation that will compel those 
who don’t.

New World’s BagVote failed 
to even offer customers the 
option to ban the bag so now, in 
contrast, seems like little more 
than green-wash.

If we’re to have any hope of 
tackling the immense problem 
of plastic pollution, we need 
large companies and politi-
cians to be bold and take deci-
sive action, rather than dismal 
half-measures.

And while we wait for 
our new government to legis-
late on the issue, it’s time for 
other supermarkets to do the 
right thing: be bold, and match 
Countdown’s ban on the bag.

(Source: RNZ)

In The High Court 
of American Samoa
TRIAL DIVISION

CLERK OF COURTS

HCCA No. 45-17
IN RE

JEREMIAH S.T. TAGI
Petitioner

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a petition has 
been filed in the High Court of American Sa-
moa Territory of American Samoa by JEREMI-
AH SIAUMAU TAELEIFI TAGI of Tafuna. Amer-
ican Samoa born May 2, 1998 at LBJ Tropical 
Medical Center in Faga’alu, American Samoa. 
Petitioner is requesting the court approve a 
change of his legal name to JEREMIAH SIA-
MAU TAELEIFI.
A hearing on the petition will be held on No-
vember 20th, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. before the 
Trial Division of the High Court of American 
Samoa at the Courthouse in Fagatogo, Amer-
ican Samoa. All interested parties may appear 
before the court on said date to respond to 
this petition. 
Date: October 2, 2017

Published: 10/6, 10/13 & 10/20/2017

NOTICE OF HEARING 
ON PETITION FOR 

NAME CHANGE

DEVELOPMENT BANK OF AMERICAN SAMOA
P.O. BOX 9, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Office: (684) 633-4031 Fax: (684) 633-1163.   
Website: www.dbas.as

RFP:  Financial and Single Audit Services for 2017-2019
Approved to issuance by: Ruth Matagi-Fa’atili; DBAS President
Date of issuance: August 16, 2017
Date & Time Due:  October 30, 2017
 No later than 2:00 pm local time
DBAS requests proposals for financial audits and the related single audits for a period of three years, beginning with the 
audit of fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 2019. Fiscal and calendar years are coincident at DBAS. 
DOCUMENT
Requests for proposal packet outlining requirements will be available for pick up at DBAS on Friday August 18, 2017 or 
emailing charmaine@dbas.as for information regarding the RFP. It can also be accessed through the DBAS website: www.
dbas.as (click public notice) 
The Request for Proposals (RFP) describes the specifications for the services to be provided in sufficient details to permit 
competition and allow the interested party to properly respond to the RFP. 
This RFP is issued under Title 28, Chapter 1, of the American Samoa Code Annotated. 
DBAS invites the submission of proposals to include pricing and other details as indicated in the specifications. 
Attachments will be provided as an aid in presenting a comprehensive proposal consistent with the requirements of DBAS. 
DBAS will select a contractor who best meets the needs of DBAS. The factors for selection will include, but not be limited 
to the following: understanding of the requirements of the financial and single auditors; verifiable ability to perform well; 
good reputation; flexibility, including ability to respond quickly to needs of a small client in a remote location and throughout 
the year; and reasonability of costs. 
The proposals will be reviewed by a committee consisting of representatives from DBAS management and board. The 
committee may request interviews with potential contractors after reviewing the proposals before the final selection is 
made. 
Submission: Proposals must be received by DBAS no later than 2:00pm local time on October 30, 2017. They may be 
mailed or hand delivered in a sealed envelope to:  

Development Bank of American Samoa
PO BOX 9 
Attention: Charmaine Faleaana
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

They may also be emailed to charmaine@dbas.as, as an attachment in Word Format with a confirming email required to 
confirm receipt; or faxed to DBAS at (684) 633-1163 with a confirming fax to confirm receipt. The original is to follow by 
airmail first class. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

➧ Pacific Island News…
Continued from page 5

Children protested the use of plastic bags outside Parliament 
earlier this year.  [Photo: RNZ / Mei Heron]
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OASIS
Midnite at the

PART III 
THREE’S A CHARM 

FLY BY NITE BAR - BOWLING ALLEY
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2017 

630PM - 12AM • $15

“THE BAR OPTION” AKA (TBO)
BANNED FROM THE SUN

ANGIE & THE VIBE

PLUS: Ulale, Peke, Peta Siulepa Chico w/  
Vaitoa Hans Langkilde, Jessica Afuola, & others .. 

Contact Us  
Monica: 258-4197
Peta:  258-0793

Angie:  733-7673
Rhonda:  633-5599

ARRIVALS!
Yamaha DGX 230  
Portable Grand Piano!

Yamaha YPG 235 Digital Piano

Voco-Pro UFH 8800 Wireless Mic System

•	 76 Keys
•	 30 built	in	Songs	with	70	more	on	

instructional	CD
•	 USB/	Flash	Drive	Compatible
•	 Perfect	for	aufaipese	and	churches!
•	 Stand	&	Adaptor	included

•	 76keys
•	 Perfect	for	the	professional	or	

the	starter	pianist!
•	 Includes	education	CD	ROM	

and	30	songs	built	in
•	 Includes	a	Grand		

Piano	Mode
•	 USB/Flash	Drive		

Compatible
•	 Stand	&	Adaptor	included
•	 Priced	to	sell!

•	 Perfect	for	churches,	dj	systems,	or	to	add		
to	your	personal	PA	system.

•	 8	Wireless	mics	and	receiver,	with	8		
different	channels	–	Excellent	Clear	Sound!

•	 Include	with	A	hard	cover	carrying	case		
for	storage,	transport,	and	protection.

While Supplies Last!  

Come see us in Gataivai – Jessop Building or call 633-2490
 Sight N Sound “For all your Music Needs”

Major Faamao Tanielu was promoted to the rank of Lt. Colonel on September 22, 2017 at the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C. She is the daughter of the late Luis Tanielu of Masausi, AS and Eleni 
Tanielu of Alamagoto, Samoa.  Lt. Col. Tanielu was the salutatorian of Nuuuli PolyTech’s Class of 
1994. She later received her AA degree from ASCC; a BA degree from the University of Hawaii, 
Manoa; and a MA degree from Maryland University.  [photo: courtesy]

MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — Newly formed Trop-
ical Storm Nate was blamed 
Thursday for at least 22 deaths 
in Central America as it dumped 
rain across the region on a path 
that would carry it toward a 
potential landfall on the U.S. 
Gulf Coast as a hurricane over 
the weekend.

Louisiana offi cials declared a 
state of emergency and ordered 
some people to evacuate coastal 
areas and barrier islands, and 
evacuations began at some off-
shore oil platforms in the Gulf.

The U.S. National Hurricane 
Center said the storm could 
cause dangerous fl ooding by 
dumping as much as 15 to 20 
inches (38 to 50 centimeters) of 
rain as it moved over Honduras, 
with higher accumulations in a 
few places.

It had maximum sustained 
winds of 40 mph (65 kph) by 
Thursday evening and was 
likely to strengthen over the 
northwestern Caribbean Sea 
Thursday night and Friday 
before a possible strike on the 
Cancun region at the tip of 
Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula at 
near-hurricane strength. It could 
hit the U.S. Gulf coast near 
New Orleans over the weekend 
at hurricane strength.

In Nicaragua, Nate’s arrival 
followed two weeks of near-
constant rain that had left the 
ground saturated and rivers 
swollen. Authorities placed 
the whole country on alert 
and warned of fl ooding and 
landslides.

Nicaragua’s vice president 
and spokeswoman, Rosario 
Murillo, said that at least 15 
people had died in that country 
due to the storm. She didn’t give 
details on all the deaths, but 
said two women and a man who 
worked for the Health Ministry 

were swept away by a fl ooded 
canal in the central municipality 
of Juigalpa.

The government closed 
schools nationwide.

Costa Rica’s Judicial Inves-
tigation Organism blamed 
seven deaths in that country on 
the storm and said 15 people 
were missing. Flooding drove 
5,000 residents into emergency 
shelters.

In Louisiana, Gov. John Bel 
Edwards declared a state of 
emergency and mobilized 1,300 
National Guard troops, with 15 
headed to New Orleans to mon-
itor the fragile pumping system 
there.

With forecasts projecting 
landfall in southeast Louisiana 
Sunday morning, Edwards 
urged residents to ready for 
rainfall, storm surge and severe 
winds — and to be where they 
intend to hunker down by “dark 
on Saturday.”

Louisiana’s governor 
says Nate is forecast to move 
quickly, rather than stall and 
drop tremendous amounts of 
rain on the state. State offi cials 
hope that means New Orleans 
won’t run into problems with its 
pumps being able to handle the 
water.

Edwards warned, however, 
against underestimating the 
storm.

Offi cials ordered the evacu-
ation of part of coastal St. Ber-
nard Parish east of New Orleans 
ahead of the storm. Earlier 
Thursday, a voluntary evacu-
ation was called in the barrier 
island town of Grand Isle south 
of New Orleans.

New Orleans offi cials out-
lined steps to bolster the city’s 
pump and drainage system. 
Weaknesses in that system were 
revealed during summer fl ash 
fl oods.

Tropical Storm Nate blamed for 
22 deaths; threatens US coast 
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In loving memory of our beloved In loving memory of our beloved In loving memory of our beloved 
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Filipi 1:21 
“Auā o lo’u ola ua ia Keriso lea,  
a o lo’u oti o lo’u manuia lea”

Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, Sister, Aunty, Cousin & Friend

Sunrise: March 13, 1942 Sunset: September 16, 2017

Ia Manuia Lau Malaga!

FUNERAL PROGRAM
Sunday, October 8, 2017
Family Service - 5:00p.m. LBJ Chapel, Fagaalu
Wednesday & Thursday  
(October 11 & 12, 2017)
Final Service @ Ofu, Manu’a 

Alofaaga mai le fanau ma le aiga
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