
Th e Amerika Samoa Girls Volleyball All Star Team departed the territory Wednesday evening for Honolulu, Hawaii, to participate in the JPS Paradise Classic III. (l-r 
back row) Adri, Fetoai, Abid, Head Coach Lydia Faleafi ne Nomura, Kadaynne, and Assistant Coach Lalomilo Mano. (l-r front row) Lori, Fofoga, Juliet, Princess, Cher, 
and Katerina. [photo: TG]
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by Samoa News staff
Police were called to the 

Department of Health’s clinic 
in Fagaalu on Wednesday after-
noon after a crowd of people, 
who were there for their health 
cards, with many having waited 
in line since early morning 
hours, refused to leave, after 
being told that the clinic 
only serves 20 people a day, 
according to a female business 
owner, who called Samoa News 
to complain about the situation. 

She noted that her employees 
are currently losing money, 
as they are ‘in line’ and not 
working, because their health 
cards are not current; and she’s 
losing money — she has no 
workers, unless she allows them 
to continue to work, while they 
try to renew their health cards. 
In a catch-22 situation, allowing 
employees to work without a 
current health card could lead 
to a citation from DOH inspec-
tors, if caught; and her place of 
business being shut down until 
employees, including herself, 
renew their cards.

The clinic opens on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for 
health cards — with 20 cus-
tomers a day. Health cards 
are renewed each year and are 
required for food handlers and 
cannery workers in order to 
work. 

According to ASG sources, 

some of the people who showed 
up on Wednesday needed health 
clearances, not health cards; 
and therefore could have uti-
lized the DoH clinic in Tafuna. 
Health clearances are required 
for people such as taxi and bus 
drivers applying for commercial 
licenses. 

DoH offi cials told Samoa 
News that a physician is based 
at the Tafuna clinic to conduct 
health checks for commercial 
drivers.

And, a taxi driver based in 
Tafuna and a bus driver from 
Fagaalu said they both used the 
Tafuna clinic because it’s easy 
and there is “no long wait.”

With the Fono set to return 
next week, some residents 
plan to contact their lawmaker 
to lodge complaints about the 
alleged problem of getting a 
health card at DoH.

Based on information 
received by Samoa News, an 
estimated 200 people were at 
the DoH/ Fagaalu clinic on 
Wednesday — some of them 
were there since 4 a.m. so they 
would be fi rst in line when the 
offi ce opened at 7:30a.m. 

Health director Motusa 
Tuileama Nua was in Manu’a 
yesterday and couldn’t be 
reached for comments via cell 
phone, and deputy director Fara 
Utu didn’t immediately respond 
to Samoa News email questions 

sent yesterday morning. 
Samoa News reported in its 

Lali section in November that 
the health clinic had completed 
its renovations, and was once 
again issuing health clearances 
and health cards. 

A health clearance requires 
vital checks, including vision 
and weight, but not a lab test, 
which is required for food han-
dlers and cannery workers to 
get a health card. 

The Fagaalu Health Clinic 
staff told Samoa News with 
only one physician assigned 
there (for both services), the 
policy was set at only 20 people 
per day for health cards and 
only on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. And it’s on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. 

This was the same explana-
tion given to a Samoa News 
reporter who visited the clinic 
yesterday morning. The clinic 
staff said the fi rst 20 people were 
allowed in on Wednesday when 
the clinic opened and everyone 
else was informed that that was 
it for the day and to come back 
Friday (today).

However, staff said many 
people wouldn’t leave and 
stayed there, resulting in police 
being contacted out of con-
cern for their safety, as the 
crowd became restless, refusing 
to leave even though staff 
demanded they disperse.

Clinic staff said they didn’t 
have problems last month with 
the 20-people per day policy. 
This week Wednesday was the 
fi rst time problems with the 
policy surfaced.

Samoa News also learned 

Police called by Fagaalu DOH clinic to 
disperse people who refused to leave

Faga’itua High School principal and head football coach, 
Sua’ese Pooch Ta’ase – who is also the off ensive coordinator for 
Team Amerika Samoa’s JPS Division I Football Team - pictured 
with defensive coordinator Meafou Sagapolutele Wednesday 
night, moments before the local team departed for Hawaii to com-
pete in the JPS Paradise Football Classic III. [photo: TG]

Some of Team Amerika Samoa’s All-Star Football Team 
coaching staff , led by head coach Taveuveu Kolose Ili (far right). 
Th e local All Star team left  Wednesday night to compete in the 
Junior Prep Sports (JPS) Classic III, to be held at the Aloha

Stadium next week. [photo: TG]

Samoa News regrets it will not 
publish on Monday, January 8 due to Dark 
Room Maintenance issues. However, our

 business offi ce will be open.
We will publish on Tuesday, January 9. (Continued on page 10)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Ever wonder how many 
people in American Samoa are 
subscribers of text messaging 
service? And with the increased 
use of cell phones, has that 
resulted in a drop of landline 
telephone services? 

The American Samoa Sta-
tistical Yearbook 2016, which 
was publicly released last 
Friday, has the answers — and 
some. The Communication and 
Transportation section of the 
yearbook provides interesting 
information, with the American 
Samoa TeleCommunications 
Authority and Bluesky Commu-
nications being cited as sources 
for the data.

According to the informa-
tion, there were 28,054 text 
messaging subscribers in 2016, 
a huge increase of 6.2% (or 
26,415 subscribers) from 2015. 

The report further notes that 
there were 31,746 text mes-
saging subscribers in 2014; 
25,996 in 2013; and 19,735 in 
2012. There is no data for 2006 
to 2011. 

According to the report, 
there was a signifi cant drop in 
landline telephone subscribers 
between 2006 and 2016, but the 
number of cellular phone sub-

scribers increased and fl uctu-
ated during the same period. 

For example, in 2006 land-
line subscribers was at 10,737, 
then dropped to 8,031 in 2015 
and further dropped to 7,818 in 
2016. (ASTCA is the landline 
provider.)

For cell phone subscribers, 
there were 8,525 in 2006, then 
it peaked to 45,488 in 2013; 
however, there was a decline in 
2014 with 33,053.

In 2015 the number stood at 
28,406 and in 2016 it reached 
28,455. Samoa News notes that 
both ASTCA and Bluesky are 
cell phone providers.

Other interesting cell phone 
data reveals that the total 
number of phone cards pur-
chased and e-charges spiked 
between 2012 and 2016. There 
is no data before 2012.

In 2012, the number of 
phone cards purchased was a 
mere 175,663 

But by 2016 it had ballooned 
to 1.18 million. 

E-charge also increased 
notably, climbing from 949,593 
in 2012 to 2.41 million in 2016. 

With the world depending on 
the internet, American Samoa 
has jumped on the bandwagon, 
with internet subscribers num-
bering 3,194 in 2015 and 
increasing to 4,515 by 2016. For 
more comparison — there were 
only 1,973 internet subscribers 
in 2006. (Samoa News notes 
that both ASTCA and Bluesky 
are internet service providers).

On the other hand, the 
number of fax service sub-
scribers has declined, from 686 
in 2006 down to 518 in 2016. 

According to the yearbook, 
there were 3,072 cable service 
subscribers — Moana TV/
Bluesky — in 2016 — which 

is a slight increase of 3% — or 
2,979 - from 2015. 

TRANSPORTATION
Transportation service 

includes vehicle registrations 
and driver licenses, vessel and 
cargo movements, and air traffi c 
and aircraft operations. 

• Number of registered 
vehicles recorded by the Offi ce 
of Motor Vehicles in 2016 was 
8,373 — a drop of 13% com-
pared to the previous year. 
Commercial and private vehi-
cles make up the majority of the 
vehicles in the Territory. ASG 
vehicles accounted for 700-plus 
vehicles in the Territory. 

• Number of driver’s 
licenses and permits issued in 
2016 dropped to 6,402 from 
7,391 in 2015. Both private 
licenses and commercial per-
mits contributed to the drop. 

• Vessel movement and 
cargo movement within the ter-
ritory in 2016 indicates signifi -
cant decrease from the previous 
year. 

• 4,020 fl ights landed at 
Pago Pago International Airport 
in 2016 compared to 3,686 in 
2015. Incoming fl ights carried 
66,480 passengers and the same 
number of fl ights took off with 
68,628 passengers. 

• About 2.7 million 
pounds of cargo and 1.6 million 
pounds of mail were brought 
in by commercial carriers. 
Outgoing cargo and mail were 
reported at 1.5 million and less 
than 500,000 respectively. 

• In 2016, there were 174 
fl ights between Pago Pago and 
Honolulu. This is an average 
of 15 fl ights per month. There 
were 3,518 fl ights between Pago 
Pago and Samoa (an average of 
293 fl ights per month).

Statistical yearbook proves that 
locals depend on technology

TEXT MESSAGING, CELL PHONES, CABLE TELEVISION 
SUBSCRIBERS STEADILY INCREASE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Dump Truck Drivers
Excavator Operators
Front End Loaders

Qualifications:
•  Hold a current Commercial License
•  Read & Understand English
•  Willing to work extended hours if needed.

Apply in person at our Fletcher Construction Office in Tafuna.
Bring your Social Security Card, Immigration ID & Immigration 
authorization letter for employment, along with any references and 
copies of current licenses.
NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE.

“We are an equal Opportunity Employer”

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — 
Minnesota Rep. Keith Ellison 
is drawing criticism for calling 
attention to a book that critics 
say condones a left-leaning 
group using violence in clashes 
with white supremacists.

Ellison, the deputy chairman 
of the Democratic National 
Committee, posted a photo on 
Twitter Wednesday of himself 
posing with the book “Antifa: 
The Anti-Fascist Handbook.” 
The book calls violence during 
counter-protests “a small 
though vital sliver of anti-fas-
cist activity.”

Ellison’s post said the book 
should “strike fear into the 
heart” of President Donald 
Trump. The tweet, which drew 
more than 8,000 comments and 
more than 2,500 retweets, drew 
pushback from Republicans, 

who have criticized the move-
ment’s at-times violent disrup-
tions of speaking engagements 
and white supremacist rallies.

Minnesota GOP Chair-
woman Jennifer Carnahan said 
Ellison’s post amounted to 
complicity in a movement “that 
continues to threaten the well-
being of Republicans in Min-
nesota and around the country.”

Spokesman Karthik Ganap-
athy says Ellison has not read 
the book but has espoused non-
violence throughout his career.

The antifa, or anti-fascists 
movement, is a term to describe 
far-left-leaning militant groups 
that resist neo-Nazis and white 
supremacists. It drew more 
attention in 2017 after clashes 
at a white supremacists rally 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, in 
August.

Ellison tweet on Antifa hand-
book and Trump draws criticism 
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The Department of Port 
Administration has raised the 
rate for one-way shipping of pri-
vate vehicles between Tutuila 
and Manu’a and the move is not 
sitting well with some members 
of the community, including one 
elderly woman who recently 
had a family car shipped to her 
from the US early last month, 
with plans to ship the vehicle to 
Ta’u, Manu’a.

The woman, who asked 
not be identifi ed, asked that 
Samoa News contact House 
Vice Speaker, Fetu Fetui Jr., 
for “help” in lowering the cost, 
saying in Samoan, “Mamafa 
kele legei avega fa’aopoopo mo 
tagata Manu’a (another heavy 
burden for Manu’a residents).”

The woman called on Port 
and ASG to show some love 
for Manu’a residents, who are 
already burdened with high 
cost of goods sold in Manu’a. 
“Fa’aali se alofa mo tagata 
Manu’a,” she said.

 A Dec. 13, 2017 gen-
eral public memo signed by 
Port Administration director, 
Taimalelagi Dr. Claire Pou-
mele, and posted at the Port 
facility, notes that effective 
Jan. 2, 2018, the new rate to 
ship any private vehicle “one-
way between Pago Pago and 
Manu’a wharves will increase 
from $135 to $200.”

“The high demand for more 
service delivery across the 
board, and most importantly 
the frequent travel of passen-
gers has created additional trips 
for Manu’a,” the memo states. 
“This has made it eminent to 
thoroughly review this fee and 
increase accordingly.”

The memo goes on to 
say that those with concerns 
regarding the matter are asked 
to contact the Port’s Business 
Offi ce at 633-4251. 

“May you have a Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year,” was the closing 
sentence. 

Two Manu’a residents con-
tacted yesterday for comments 
on the rate hike could only make 
fun of the closing sentence. “So 
the government hikes the rate 
and they give us this holiday 
greeting? Is this a joke? Is this 
a slap in the face?”

Taimalelagi didn’t immedi-
ately respond to Samoa News 
email inquiries on the shipping 
rate hike.

When contacted yes-
terday, Fetui said he has not 
seen the memo, neither has he 
been informed about the rate 
increase, but he will inquire 
with Port Administration, as 
the hike is just another fi nancial 
burden for Manu’a.

He pointed out that during 
the last House committee 
hearing (which was around 
September/October last year) 

on rates for shipments to and 
from Manu’a, the director was 
asked to review all the rates that 
were already implemented at 
the time.

“Before Port Administra-
tion reaches a decision on their 
own, it’s always best that many 
people are involved in dis-
cussions,” said Fetui, adding 
that the concerns raised with 
Taimalelagi, are that, for many 
years, Manu’a has been suf-
fering, with the high cost of 
living and any new added costs 
continue to make the situation 
worse. 

For example, he said, the 
cost of goods sold in Manu’a 
stores is double or sometimes 
triple what is charged for the 
same goods sold in Tutuila and 

Another blow for Manu’a 
residents: hike in ship-
ping rates for vehicles

MANU’A FAIPULE SAYS HE KNOWS 
NOTHING ABOUT IT

(Continued on page 10)



by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The Fono will convene next 
Monday for the third regular 
session of the 35th Legislature, 
and Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
will deliver his annual State of 
the Territory Address during a 
joint session at the Gov. H. Rex 
Lee Auditorium.

While there was no official 
word as of yesterday from the 
Governor’s Office on proposed 
legislation the Administration 
plans to submit to the Fono 
during the new session, Lolo 
is expected to submit amend-
ments to the 5% miscellaneous 
excise tax and the Fiscal Year 
2018 supplemental budget, 
which were both vetoed by him 
during the last Fono session.

The governor is also 
expected to ask the Fono to 
revisit the 7% sales tax, which 
was tabled in both Senate and 
House committees during the 
last session.

The miscellaneous tax 
amendments and sales tax were 
among the new revenue mea-
sures proposed by the admin-
istration that would provide 
additional money for the ASG 

coffers as well as fund the more 
than $11 million supplemental 
budget.  (See Samoa News 
Nov. 6 -7 editions for details.)

The Fono did pass — and 
the governor already sign into 
law — the administration’s two 
other revenue bills: one hikes 
port fees and charges; and the 
other establishes a 1% alterna-
tive minimum business tax. 

For cabinet nominations, 
the governor already confirmed 
during a cabinet meeting last 
month that he plans to submit 
the name of local attorney, 
Marie Alailima, as Adminis-
trative Law Judge; and Ken-
neth Tupua, as director for 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

A nominee for director of 
the Dept. of Human and Social 
Services is also expected to be 
submitted — although a candi-
date is yet to be revealed.

In accordance with the con-
stitution, the sitting governor 
delivers the State of the Ter-
ritory Address on the second 
Monday of January every year. 
Issues traditionally covered in 
the address include current eco-
nomic conditions, accomplish-

ments of the executive branch 
in the previous year, and plans 
for the new year as well as 
proposed legislation for Fono 
consideration. 

Status of the economy, 
which faced serious challenges 
in 2016 and 2017, especially in 
the cannery and fishing indus-
tries, and the ASG’s financial 
status heading into the new 
year, are two issues lawmakers 
and community members are 
eager to hear about, from the 
Lolo Administration.

This past Tuesday, the gov-
ernor met with several directors 
to review the Administration’s 
agenda before the Fono opens.

Yesterday, work continued 
on putting together the gover-
nor’s annual report to the Fono. 

As in past years, the admin-
istration’s official written report 
to the Fono will be distributed 
in booklets to lawmakers, with 
copies to the media. 

For Monday’s joint session, 
House Speaker Savali Talavou 
Ale will take the lead while 
Senate President Gaoteote 
Tofau Palaie will respond, on 
behalf of the Fono, to the gov-
ernor’s address.
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Fono convenes next Monday with 
State of the Territory address 

FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) — 
Four women and two men will 
decide whether to recommend 
expelling Kentucky’s Repub-
lican House speaker after he 
signed a secret sexual harass-
ment settlement with a woman 
in his office.

Eight Republican law-
makers filed formal disciplinary 
charges against Jeff Hoover on 
Wednesday, alleging he sexu-
ally harassed a woman in his 
office and then used taxpayer 
resources to cover it up. They 
asked a special committee to 
recommend expelling Hoover 
from the House.

House rules require the 
Republican and Democratic 
leaders of the House to appoint 
six people to a special com-
mittee to investigate. Demo-
crats appointed Reps. Sannie 
Overly, Joni Jenkins and Chris 
Harris. Republicans appointed 
Reps. Donna Mayfield, Diane 
St. Onge and Jason Petrie.

Republican state Rep. Jerry 
Miller will chair the committee, 
but will only vote to break a tie.

Overly, Harris, Petrie and 
St. Onge are attorneys, chosen 
for their legal expertise in con-
ducting an investigation. Jen-
kins, a House member since 
1995, has been a longtime advo-
cate for preventing violence 
against women. Mayfield is 
retired from the U.S. Marshals.

Overly was House Majority 
Caucus chairwoman in 2013 
when some female state 
workers sued then-Democratic 
lawmaker John Arnold, alleging 
sexual harassment. Overly was 
scheduled to give a deposition 
in the case in 2015 while she 
was a candidate for lieutenant 
governor. She sought to have 
that deposition sealed, fearing 
it would be used against her for 
political purposes. But the case 
ended up settling for $400,000 
and her deposition was not 
taken.

Overly did not return a phone 
call seeking comment. House 

Democratic Caucus spokesman 
Brian Wilkerson said none of 
the Democratic members of the 
committee would comment.

Hoover told The Associ-
ated Press he believes the com-
plaint is motivated by politics. 
Its signers include Republican 
Rep. Phil Moffett, who Hoover 
said has “wanted to be speaker 
since he got here.” Hoover has 
denied sexual harassment, but 
said he sent inappropriate yet 
consensual text messages to a 
woman who once worked for 
the House Republican Caucus.

Moffett declined to respond 
to Hoover’s comments, but 
said “we have a duty and a 
responsibility to discipline our 
members.”

In November, Hoover 
announced he would resign 
as speaker but keep his seat in 
the legislature. But Tuesday, 
Hoover said he was only tempo-
rarily stepping aside as speaker 
“until further notice.”

The settlement signed by 
Hoover and three other Repub-
lican lawmakers was handled 
outside of court and paid for 
with private money to avoid 
publicity. But the Courier 
Journal exposed the settlement, 
creating an uproar in a state that 
was transitioning to Republican 
rule after decades of dominance 
by Democrats.

The complaint was signed by 
Moffett and fellow Republican 
state Reps. Addia Wuchner, 
Kim King, Russell Webber, 
Stan Lee, Robert Benvenuti, 
Tim Moore and Joe Fischer. It 
says Hoover sent text messages 
to the woman requesting photos 
of her in a “black lace g string,” 
saying they were “for my eyes 
only” and promising to delete 
them.

It also says Hoover created 
a hostile work environment by 
using his office to “conduct 
interviews and intimidate wit-
nesses (who) had knowledge of 
his illicit relationship.”

Panel appointed to investi-
gate Kentucky House speaker 

Kentucky GOP House Speaker Jeff Hoover attends annual 
ethics and anti-sexual harassment training for the state legisla-
ture on Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2018, in Frankfort, Ky. Hoover has 
temporarily stepped aside from his duties while the Legislative 
Ethics Commission investigates a sexual harassment settlement 
he signed with a woman who once worked in his office. 

 (AP Photo/Adam Beam)

UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The U.N. Security Council is 
planning an emergency meeting 
about Iran on Friday, after the 
U.S. asked the world body to 
show support for Iran’s anti-
government protesters.

With council members 
divided in their views of the 
demonstrations that have roiled 
the Islamic Republic, it’s not 
yet clear how the discussion 
will take shape or what might 
come out of it.

Alma Konurbayeva, a 
spokeswoman for current 
council president Kazakhstan, 
confirmed that Friday after-

noon’s meeting is about Iran. 
The U.S. called on Tuesday 
for such a session, but council 
members could insist on a vote 
before taking up the topic, and it 
would take nine of the 15 votes 
to go forward.

“This is a matter of funda-
mental human rights for the 
Iranian people, but it is also a 
matter of international peace 
and security,” the U.S. envoy, 
Nikki Haley, said in a statement 
Thursday night. She added 
that it would be “telling if any 
country tries to deny the Secu-
rity Council from even having 
this discussion.”

Iran’s interior minister said 
up to 42,000 people took part in 
the week of protests and unrest 
sparked by economic woes. 
At least 21 people have been 
killed and hundreds arrested. 
Meanwhile, tens of thousands 
of people took part in counter-
demonstrations Wednesday 
backing the clerically over-
seen government, which has 
accused the U.S. of instigating 
the protests.

Iran’s prosecutor general, 
Mohammad Jafar Montazeri, 
said Thursday that an American 
CIA official was the “main 
designer” of the demonstrations. 

UN Security Council to meet on 
Iran protests, at US request

FILE - In this Feb. 13, 2017 file photo, Gholamali Khoshroo, Iran’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations, speaks at a U.N. Security Council meeting at U.N. headquarters. As nationwide protests 
have shaken Iran over the last week, the Islamic Republic increasingly has blamed its foreign foes for 
fomenting the unrest. So far though, there‚Äôs no direct evidence offered by Tehran to support that 
claim.  (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)
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FA’ASALALAUGA LONA FA (4)
Talanoaga o le Suafa Asoau
Afioaga o Faleasao, Manu’a 

     O le a e’e ia i vatapu ma fata i mauga o ao pa’ia sausaugatā o lo tatou aiga Sa-Aso’au.  
Ta’oto fo’i le lafialalo o outou gafa tupu, gafa tamāIi’i, gafa fa’afaleupolu, a’o ni alaimalo na 
sausema ma ni mulivai na fetafea’i e malu ai lenei aiga iā Samoa ma le atuloloa. Nu’unu’u 
fo’i pa’ia o le aiga o Sa Levi, o tatou taulaga tagata i le Atua ma lona finagalo.  Nona fo’i 
pa’ia o Samoa mai le vai sa o le Tui Manu’a se’i pa ‘ia le vai salia na mavae ai Tapuitea ma 
To’iva e fa’apea: Taeao aena e ala seu, a ifo o le taulaumea ona ta talisua lea ma  
fa’asausau.  Fa’ata’alolo la sa ma faiga ia i To’oto’o latou te tausi va’atele i ai.    
     Ae tulituli’aupu ia le atu a le sa’u ma tulituli matāgau le ufi a le tama’ita’i, e toe fofoga 
aloai’a ai lo tatou aiga, o suli ma feoi o le suafa Aso’au, tatou te toe fofoga fesaga’i ma 
mata fesilafa’i i lo tatou aiga i Faleasao lava, i le aso  13 o Ianuari, 2018, i le itula e 9 i le 
taeao, mo le toe soalaupuleina o le gasegase a malo o lo tatou aiga, o lo’o ta’oto pea i 
paga ma velo’aso iai lo tatou aiga i o outou finagalo fa’ale-Atua.  E fa’amoemoe le taofi 
vaivai, o le a sopo i ai lo outou soifua manuia mai le Atua lo tatou Mata’isau ma lē ou mea 
uma i le atulaulau ma le atululuga.  O lou le afio mai, o le a lē tolopoina ai le finagalo  
‘autasi o aiga, auā o ‘upu lava a le atunu’u, e lelei lo tatou aoao manogi mo le lolo auā se 
u’u sasala na nanamu lelei mo se tasi e tausia lo tatou aiga i Faleasao.  O le toe fonotaga 
fo’I lenei mo le talanoaina o lenei mataupu.

Faia ma le Fa’aaloalo e tatau ai
Sainia: Ale T. Filoiali’i
 Le’aai M. Filoiali’i
 Fuiava B. Fuiava    

v 
  

AmericAn SAmoA 
community college

EmploymEnt opportunity
Position Title:           SySTem adminiSTraTor 
employment Status: Full Time/12 months (Career Service)
General description:  
The System Administrator (SA) reports directly to Chief Information Officer (CIO) of the Manage-
ment Information System (MIS) Division for the American Samoa Community College (ASCC).  
The System Administrator (SA) is responsible for the management, maintenance and support 
for the server infrastructure of ASCC.  The SA also provides support and security for servers and 
assists in creating and maintaining the certain policies for ASCC systems.  Finally, the SA will work 
closely with the CIO in managing the Colleague software system servers and assist in providing 
support for its applications. 

responsibilities and duties:
   •  Oversee management, maintenance, security and support ASCC servers.  
   •  Software updates, firmware updates, hardware maintenance, troubleshooting, system  
       backups,  environmental controls, and security program management (extends to systems  
       and networks managed by these servers).
   •  Manage Ellucian Colleague applications and servers.
   •  Create and maintain infrastructure documentation, server diagrams, disaster recovery  
      procedures, etc.  
       in accordance with Security Program (Security Frameworks).
   •  Build and manage systems to improve site operations (Infrastructure Design).
   •  Manages servers running Windows, Linux, Solaris, software defined storage, and  
      general cloud computing principles.
   •  Perform miscellaneous job-related duties as assigned by the CIO.

minimum requirements:
Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science from an accredited community or technical college or 
university, or equivalent combination of relevant education and experience.
At least 2 years of experience; 6 years relevant experience without BA degree (relevant may 
include work experience, as well as time spent towards a college degree and/or certification in the 
Computer Science field).

Salary:  $28,995.00 per annum.

application deadline:  Jan 12, 2018 no later than 4:00pm. 

Applications are available from American Samoa Community College, Human Resources Office 
at 699-9155 Ext. 477/335/403 or email Lipena Samuelu at  l.samuelu@amsamoa.edu or Silaulelei 
Saofaigaalii at  s.saofaigaalii@amsamoa.edu.

Management Information System

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

PRESS RELEASE — Jan. 3, 
2018 — The American Samoa 
Power Authority would like to 
apologize to its customers on 
Ta’u for a power outage that 
began at 2pm on Monday, Jan-
uary 1, 2018. 

The cause of the outage was 
a trip in the PV system. In such 
an occurrence, the three diesel 
engines are programmed to 
start automatically and seam-
lessly provide power to users. 
While this back-up procedure 
has worked flawlessly in the 
past, the system’s controllers 
prevented the generators from 
taking over. 

Power Authority engineers 
were unable to remotely over-
ride the system. Consequently, 

a crew was dispatched Tuesday 
morning to Ta’u and restored 
power at 10:15am. 

The American Samoa Power 
Authority is proud of the Solar 
City/ Tesla Micro-Grid in Ta’u. 
It has been featured throughout 
the world; most recently in 
Puerto Rico as a solution to its 
power supply problems. We are 
working with engineers from 
the company to avoid a repeat 
of Monday’s outage. 

Once again, the Power 
Authority would like to apolo-
gize for any inconvenience the 
outage caused and expresses 
its gratitude for the patience 
and understanding shown by its 
customers.

ASPA explains Ta’u power 
outage on Jan. 1, 2018

SANTA ANA, Calif. (AP) 
— A marijuana grower was 
convicted Thursday of kidnap-
ping, torturing and mutilating 
a pot dispensary owner he mis-
takenly thought had buried $1 
million in the California desert.

Kyle Shirakawa Handley 
was found guilty of a 2012 
assault that included burning the 
man with a blowtorch, shocking 
him with a Taser, splashing him 
with bleach and cutting off his 
penis.“We hope this verdict 
provides some solace to the vic-
tims in this case,” prosecutor 
Matt Murphy said.

Handley, 38, of Fountain 
Valley, is one of three men who 
were accused of kidnapping the 
Newport Beach marijuana dis-
pensary owner.

Handley, who had 
befriended the man, made trips 
to Las Vegas with him and came 
to believe that he had hidden 
profits from his cash-based pot 
business in the Mojave Desert, 
prosecutors said.

A scheme was hatched that 
used surveillance cameras and a 
GPS tracker to keep tabs on the 
dispensary owner for months, 

both at his home and when he 
made trips to the desert, author-
ities said.

On Oct. 2, 2012, the kid-
nappers took the man and his 
roommate’s girlfriend from 
their Newport Beach home, 
drove them to the desert and 
then tortured the man to make 
him reveal where he had buried 
money, prosecutors said.

At trial the dispensary owner 
testified that they continued to 
torture him even though he told 
them he hadn’t buried any cash. 
Finally, after being convinced 
he had no money, the kidnap-
pers cut off his penis and threw 
it from the window of the get-
away van. Authorities never 
found it.

The kidnapped woman even-
tually was able to cut herself 
free of her bonds using a knife 
the kidnappers left her. She 
walked barefoot to a highway 
and flagged down a Kern 
County sheriff’s deputy.

On Thursday, the dispensary 
owner breathed a sigh of relief 
as Handley was convicted of 
kidnapping for ransom, aggra-
vated mayhem and torture. 

Man convicted of kidnap, tor-
ture of pot dispensary owner 

This undated photo released by the Orange County District 
Attorney’s Office shows Kyle Handley, a marijuana grower. 
Handley was found guilty Thursday, Jan. 4, 2017, of kidnap-
ping, mayhem and torture. The 38-year-old Handley is one of 
four defendants in the gruesome case of the dispensary owner 
allegedly abducted from his Newport Beach home along with a 
female victim and driven to the desert where he was mutilated 
and dumped on the side of the road.  (Orange County District 
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LOCAL LEUKEMIA WARRIOR FINALLY GETS LONG AWAITED BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT
For seven years, Sharring Faamalo Aoelua Fanene Niusulu (from Afono, Aua and Nu’uuli) has been in search of a bone marrow match since she was diagnosed with 

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL) in 2010. 
In an eff ort to fi nd a bone marrow match, she returned to American Samoa in 2011 to host a Bone Marrow Registry Drive, not just for herself, but for all those cancer 

patients in need of a bone marrow transplant. 
According to the American Samoa Community Cancer Coalition (ASCCC), studies show that people with the same racial and ethnic background are more likely to 

have the same tissue traits. Unfortunately, none of Sharring’s family members were a full match. Polynesian cancer patients have a harder time fi nding a match.
However, with modern improvements in medicine and technology, Sharring’s brother, Elefasa Aoelua was determined eligible to be Sharring’s bone marrow donor. 

Recently, Sharring received her bone marrow transplant in Texas, with the love and help of her brother. 
Her mother, Faleula Aoelua-Sappa received the ASCCC $500 stipend check for her daughter who is recovering from her transplant surgery. She was born on Christmas 

Day so her family chose “Sharring” as her fi rst name.  Mrs. Aoelua-Sappa expresses her love to all those who continue to “share” their money and gift s so that people like 
her daughter can receive help in their time of need.  She said Christmas was a lot merrier for her daughter and family, and Sharring will be using the money to pay off  
some bills. ASCCC prays for a speedy recovery for both Sharring Niusulu and her brother Elefasa Aoelua.

 [photo: courtesy]



WASHINGTON (AP) — In 
a possible opening for diplo-
macy, the Trump administra-
tion on Thursday agreed to 
delay joint military exercises 
with South Korea until after the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics.

Hours later, the Korea gov-
ernments agreed to discuss 
fi nding ways to cooperate on 
the Winter Games. Reviving 
the nations’ fi rst formal dia-
logue in more than two years 
was another sign that animosi-
ties were easing after months of 
rising tensions over the North’s 
nuclear and missile programs.

North Korea accepted the 
South’s offer to meet at the 
border village of Panmunjom 
on Tuesday to discuss Olympic 
cooperation and how to improve 
overall ties, South Korea’s Uni-
fi cation Ministry said Friday.

In Washington, Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis insisted 
that delaying joint military exer-
cises was a practical necessity 
to accommodate the Olympics, 
not a political gesture. He said 
the drill would be conducted 
sometime after the Winter Para-
lympics, which will be held 
March 8-18 following the Feb. 
9-25 Olympic Games.

Mattis cited the wide array 
of logistics and transportation 
support required to conduct 
the Olympics, some of which 
would otherwise be tied up with 
military exercises.

The White House said Presi-
dent Donald Trump approved 
the postponement in consulta-
tion with South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in. It said the 
delay will allow U.S. and 
South Korean forces to “focus 
on ensuring the security of the 
games.”

The annual military exercises 
known as Foal Eagle, which are 
normally held between Feb-
ruary and April, are designed 
to test the readiness of the two 
countries’ militaries. North 
Korea routinely objects to such 
maneuvers as a rehearsal for an 
invasion, and there had been 
fears that tensions could inter-
fere with the Games occurring 
about 50 miles south of the 
heavily militarized border.

For the fi rst time in months, 
high-level diplomatic action 
between North and South is 
taking place. North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un recently 
reopened a key cross-border 
communication channel with 
South Korea that had been dor-
mant since February 2016.

Asked by journalists in an 
impromptu encounter at the 
Pentagon whether delaying the 
military maneuvers was a quid 
pro quo in response to Kim’s 
reopening of cross-border com-
munications, Mattis said: “No. 
Those talks are clearly the result 
of the amount of international 
pressure (on North Korea), and 
they are a way for North Korea 
to start talking while keeping it 
contained to a benign issue.”

Later he said, “In terms of 
whether it’s a one-off (gesture) 
from him or a real olive branch, 
I don’t know.” He said there can 
be little doubt that international 
pressure, including sanctions 
ordered by the U.N. Security 
Council, is having some effect 
on Kim’s calculations.

North Korea also has 
expressed interest in sending a 
delegation to participate in the 
Olympics.Although the deci-
sion was announced Thursday, 
the idea of delaying the mili-
tary exercises had been under 
quiet discussion for weeks. U.S. 
offi cials had understood the 
South Korean military would 
be heavily committed to pro-
viding logistical support for the 
Games.

Joe Cirincione, president 
of the Ploughshares Fund, 
which advocates for nuclear 
disarmament.
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Pentagon: Trump agrees 
to delay US-South 
Korean exercises 
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yesterday that many of those 
who showed up on Wednesday 
were cannery workers who 
wanted to renew their health 
cards before they return to 
work on Jan. 15th. Some can-
nery workers were off island 

and recently return to the ter-
ritory and were rushing to get 
their health cards.With Monday 
being a New Year’s Day hol-
iday — offi ces were closed — 
which led to people packing the 
clinic on Wednesday.

this is the reason why Manu’a 
residents travel here to make 
their purchases. 

He said while he understands 
that the cost of fuel to operate 
the vessel is high, the govern-
ment should look at Manu’a 
residents, who already carry a 
heavy fi nancial burden, some-
thing they “continue to face.”

Fetui, who has been a law-
maker for many years, said he 
has been fi ghting for Manu’a 
residents since he came to the 
Fono and “I will continue to do 
so, because we need help.”

He believes the Manu’a 
forefathers didn’t want island 
residents to face this type of 

hardship for long. “At least 
our government pays half of 
these services for Manu’a,” he 
said in a sad tone, but added, 
“I will always fi ght, along with 
my Manu’a colleague, Rep. 
Vesi Fautanu in the House, for 
Manu’a residents.”

Meanwhile, the woman 
who spoke to Samoa News 
said the $65 increase in ship-
ping charges ($135 to $200) 
“is a lot of money that can go 
to other family obligations or 
buy material for her children’s 
school uniforms, instead of my 
family having to give it to Port 
Administration.”

➧ Police…
Continued from page 1

➧ Another…
Continued from page 3

compiled by Samoa News staff
P.M. REJECTS CALL TO 
LEGALIZE MARIJUANA 
Prime Minister Tuilaepa Dr. 

Sa’ilele Malielegaoi has fl atly 
rejected a call for the govern-
ment to consider legalizing mar-
ijuana for medicinal purposes. 

Speaking during his weekly 
media session yesterday, Tui-
laepa said the government 
would never entertain the idea 
because they care about the 
welfare of Samoans, especially 
innocent young children. 

 “The reason most countries 
ban this stuff is because of the 
impact it has on the lives of the 
general public, especially young 
children. This is why this stuff 
is illegal,” Tuilaepa said. 

“It’s the same reason ‘ice’ 
is illegal because it has caused 
a lot of mental problems for 
young kids. There have been 
cases where some people who 
were high on this stuff only 
fi nd out after they’re high that 
they had killed someone. And 
yet they couldn’t recognize that 
when they were high.” 

Tuilaepa said he does not 
want anything like that to 
happen to Samoa. 

The Prime Minister was 
asked for a comment on the call 

by senior lawyer, Unasa Iuni 
Sapolu, who said legalizing 
cannabis would help Samoa’s 
economy through the export of 
medicinal marijuana. 

She believes this will help 
reduce the number of inmates 
housed at Tafa’igata Prison.  

“Furthermore it will save 
costs to Samoa when all those 
imprisoned for possession of 
marijuana etc. are no longer 
fed in jail, no longer accom-
modated in jail and there are no 
more criminal offenses relating 
to marijuana,” she added. “For 
health reasons, those with 
cystic fi brosis, epilepsy, cancer, 
depression and other health 
problems can be treated with 
marijuana.” 

She told the Samoa Observer 
the government is wasting 
money and the Court’s time 
on dealing with marijuana 
offenses. “Stop listening to 
white agendas, colonized 
minds; it’s just a plant, legalize 
it and reduce government 
indebtedness.” 

But Tuilaepa will not budge. 
He says the call refl ects badly 
on Unasa and everyone who 
took part during the recent 
Samoa Solidarity International 
protest march.   

(Source: Samoa Observer)
SAMOA POLICE THANK 

FAMILY FOR HELP IN 
CAPTURING PRISONER

Samoa police have thanked 
members of a family at Vaiusu, 
a village west of Apia, for their 
swift action, which led to the 
capture of one of two escaped 
prisoners.

Aniseko Vaelei was spotted 
by the family members who 
gave chase. They restrained 
the prisoner while the police 
were called. The police arrived 
shortly after and took Vaelei 
into custody.

Vaelei was one of four pris-
oners who broke out of prison 
four days before Christmas. 
Two were caught the same 
day, including notorious prison 
escapee, Lauitiiti Tualima.

Manuleleua remains on the 
run.

(Source: RNZI)
CNMI UTILITY TO LEND 
LINEMEN TO PUERTO 

RICO
The Northern Marianas 

is sending four linesmen and 
administrative staff to Puerto 
Rico to help with the island’s 
restoration efforts after being 
hit by Hurricane Maria in Sep-
tember last year.

The Commonwealth Utilities 
Corporation Executive Director 
Gary Camacho said the CUC 
was asked by the American 
Public Power Association to 
join other public power utilities 
in this endeavor.

He said the assistance is an 
international effort of all the 
2,200 member utilities where 
CUC has been a member for the 
last 20 years.

He also said the CNMI is 
repaying the help it got when 

Typhoon Soudelor knocked off 
its power grid more than two 
years ago.

Hurricane Maria was 
regarded as the worst natural 
disaster on record in Dominica 
and Puerto Rico.

As of November, at least 547 
people were killed by the hurri-
cane: 499 in Puerto Rico, 31 in 
Dominica, 5 in the Dominican 
Republic, 4 in the contiguous 
United States, 3 in Haiti, 2 in 

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

Police image of escapee Aniseko Vaelei who was recently cap-
tured in Vaiusu, Vaelei was one of four prisoners who broke out 
of prison four days before Christmas. Two were caught the same 
day, including notorious prison escapee, Lauitiiti Tualima. Only 
one prisoner, Manuleleua, remains on the run. [photo: supplied]

(Continued on page 13)
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TOKYO (AP) — An 892 
pound (405 kilogram) bluefi n 
tuna has sold for 36.5 million 
yen ($320,000) in what may 
really be Tsukiji market’s last 
auction at its current site in 
downtown Tokyo, local media 
reports said Friday.

The winning bid for the 
prized but threatened species at 
the predawn auction was well 
below the record 155.4 mil-
lion yen bid at 2013’s annual 
New Year auction. It amounts 
to about 90,000 yen ($798) 
per kilogram and was paid by 
a local wholesaler, the reports 
said.

This year’s top per kilogram 
price, for a smaller tuna, was 
$1,419 per kilogram, compared 
with about $7,930 per kilogram 
for the 2013 record-setting auc-
tion price, the Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun and other local media 
reported. The 30.4 million yen 
($260,000) price was paid by 
Kiyomura Corp., whose owner 
Kiyoshi Kimura runs the Sushi 
Zanmai chain, the reports said. 
Kimura has often won the 
annual auction in the past.

The new year auction prices 
are way above the usual price 

paid for bluefi n tuna at Tsukiji, 
which at the end of the year was 
4,500 yen ($40) per kilogram.

“Obviously the price doesn’t 
refl ect the true market price of 
the fi sh. It’s wrapped in with the 
ceremonial aspects of the auc-
tion,” said Jamie Gibbon of the 
Pew Trust’s global conservation 
team.

The reports said the top 
priced tuna was one of the big-
gest ever sold at the auction.

Last year’s New Year auc-
tion was supposed to be the last 
at Tsukiji’s current location, as 
was the New Year auction the 
year before. The market’s shift 
to a new facility on a former gas 
plant site on Tokyo Bay has been 
repeatedly delayed due to con-
cerns over soil contamination.

Japanese are the biggest con-
sumers of the torpedo-shaped 
bluefi n tuna, and surging con-
sumption here and overseas has 
led to overfi shing of the spe-
cies. Experts warn it faces pos-
sible extinction, with stocks of 
Pacifi c bluefi n depleted by more 
than 97 percent from their pre-
industrial levels.

There are signs of progress 
toward protecting the bluefi n, 

though. Japan has begun 
enforcing laws banning catches 
that exceed quotas, with viola-
tors subject to fi nes or possible 
jail time.Japan and other gov-
ernments recently agreed on a 
plan to rebuild Pacifi c bluefi n 
stocks, with a target of 20 per-
cent of historic levels by 2034.

“There are good signs 
coming out of late 2017,” 
Gibbon said in a phone inter-
view. But he added, “We want 
to see countries reaffi rm their 
commitment to strong domestic 
management so that they don’t 
exceed their catch quotas.”

Tsukiji is one of Tokyo’s 
most popular tourist destina-
tions as well as the world’s big-
gest fi sh market. It was due to 
move to the new site, at Toyosu, 
in 2016. Tokyo Gov. Yuriko 
Koike postponed the relocation 
but after months of political 
haggling and uncertainty she 
announced the move would go 
ahead.The new market is due to 
open on Oct. 11, 2018.

Tsukiji is due to eventually 
be redeveloped. The plan to 
move was unpopular with many 
of the businesses in and around 
the market.

Prospective buyers inspect the quality of frozen tuna fi sh before the fi rst auction of the year at 
Tsukiji fi sh market in Tokyo Friday, Jan. 5, 2018. A 892 pound (405 kilogram) bluefi n tuna has 
been sold for 36.5 million yen ($320,000) in what may really be Tsukiji market’s last auction at its 
current site in downtown Tokyo. Th e winning bid Friday for the prized but threatened species was 
well below the record 155.4 million yen bid at 2013’s annual New Year auction. Th is year’s top per 
kilogram price was $1,419 per kilogram, compared with about $7,930 per kilogram for the 2013 
record-setting auction price.  (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)

Bluefi n tuna sold for $320,000 
in Tsukiji’s last new year 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) — A federal grand jury 
indicted a California man 
Thursday on charges of plotting 
to use homemade bombs during 
a Christmas Day attack on San 
Francisco’s Pier 39.

Everitt Aaron Jameson 
intended to use pipe bombs to 
funnel people into an area of the 
popular tourist destination in 
order to shoot them, the indict-
ment alleges.The indictment 
replaces a criminal complaint 

against Jameson, 26, a Modesto 
tow-truck driver, but keeps the 
original charge of attempting 
to aid a terrorist organization. 
He’s now also charged with dis-
tributing information relating to 
destructive devices.

The FBI arrested Jameson 
Dec. 22 after he talked about 
his plans to undercover agents, 
including one he thought was 
associated with the Islamic State 
group.The indictment and a pre-
viously released FBI affi davit 

say he described to agents how 
to build pipe bombs, described 
where he intended to assemble 
the bombs, asked for remote 
timers, and described how he 
intended to use the bombs “to 
funnel people into an area in 
order to shoot them.”

Assistant federal defender 
Charles Lee said he hadn’t been 
presented with the evidence and 
that his offi ce would investigate 
the possibility of an entrapment 
defense.However, he fi led court 
papers saying that Jameson is 
mentally ill and didn’t have the 
means to carry out the alleged 
plot, The Fresno Bee reported. 
Lee said the FBI found no 

Bomb charge added against 
man after San Francisco arrest 

(Continued on page 14)
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DEVELOPMENT BANK OF AMERICAN SAMOA
P. O. BOX 9, Pago Pago A. S. 96799
Office: (684) 633-4031 Fax: (684) 633-1163.   
Website: www.dbas.as

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position: legal counsel
Responsibilities:
•	 Provide	legal	advice	to	the	Board,	management	and	staff	on	all	matters	pertinent	to		
	 the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa.
•	 Provide	legal	representation	of	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa	before		
	 American	Samoa	Courts,	Legislature	and	executive	departments.		
•	 Supervise	the	Legal	Department	and	Legal	Department	staff.	
•	 Provide	in-house	advice	on	borrower	and	lender	compliance.
•	 Design	and	implement	appropriate	legal	remedies,	including	suit	and	foreclosure,		
	 for	delinquent	loans	referred	to	the	Legal	Department.		
•	 Draft	contracts,	leases,	manuals,	policies,	loan	documents	and	other	DBAS		
	 documents	for	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa.

This	position	supervises	Legal	Dept.	Manager	and	Legal	Collection	Officers	while	reporting	
to	the	President.	

QualIFIcaTIons
Education/Experience/Qualification:	
Juris	Doctor	degree	from	an	ABA	accredited	law	school	with	five	to	seven	(5-7)	years	experience	as	
an	attorney	in	relevant	areas	of	practice.	Must	be	admitted	to	practice	in	any	state	and	a	member	
in	good	standing	of	a	state	bar.		Must	be	eligible	for	admission	to	practice	in	American	Samoa	and	
must	either	be	admitted	to	practice	and	licensed	to	practice	in	American	Samoa	or	obtain	admission	
and	license	to	practice	within	thirty	days	of	commencement	of	employment.				All	hired	employees	
are	subject	to	background	and	credit	checks.

skills/abilities:	 	
		•			Excellent	problem	solving,	analytical	and	negotiating		skills.	Strong	leadership,		
						management	and	supervisory	skills.	
		•			Excellent	interviewing,	communications	and	public	relations	skills.	
			•		Excellent	ability	to	work	with	President,	Bank	Management	and	Development	Bank		
						Board	of	Directors.	
		•			Proficient	in	computer	applications,	including	MS	Word	and	MS	Excel.

Please	submit	your	Resume	&	Application	to	the	Development	Bank	of	American	Samoa	
located	in	Pago	Pago	-	2nd	floor.		This	job	posting	will	expire	January	15,	2018	@	4:00pm.

Development Bank of american samoa is an equal opportunity lender, Provider and employer

Guadeloupe, and 3 in the United 
States Virgin Islands.

Dozens of others, mostly in 
Dominica and Puerto Rico, are 
still missing.

Puerto Rico suffered cata-
strophic damage, including 
destruction of its previously 
damaged electrical grid.

(Source: RNZI)
ASAU MOVES TO PRO-

TECT WOMEN
The Asau Village Council 

has a zero tolerance for violence 
against women. 

To prove they are serious, 
they have recently approved 
policies that will see men who 
assault their wives banned from 
the village. 

This was confi rmed by the 
village’s Member of Parliament 
and Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Lopao’o Natanielu 
Mua, who is also a chief in the 
village of Asau.  

“The females are the most 
precious beings on this earth,” 
he said.  “They are gentle and 
at the same time, they get things 
done.  

“That is why for Asau Vil-
lage, our women are special. 
We will do everything within 
our authority to assure that our 
women are protected, even from 

their husbands,” said Lopao’o.  
He says the policy is fairly 

new and it coincides with the 
campaign by the Ministry 
of Women Community and 
Social Development to stop the 
violence against women and 
children.  

“The fact that this has been 
preached in every corner of our 
country, it’s about time that our 
concerns are addressed in the 
villages and that something is 
done about it. 

“It all comes down to us, men 
who are the head of the families 
and chiefs in our villages.  

“We see the issue and we 
step in to fi x it. Asau does not 
condone violence against their 
women.  

“Women from Asau and 
women who are married into 
our village, are all protected,” 
he said.  

According to Lopao’o, they 
will also ban men and women 
who are convicted of sexual 
offenses.  

“We will not tolerate such 
behavior in Asau.”  

The Minister hopes other 
villages will follow the example 
that Asau has put in place.  

(Source: Samoa Observer)

➧ Pacifi c…
Continued from page 10

NEW YORK (AP) — A 13th 
person has died from injuries 
suffered in one of New York 
City’s deadliest fi res in decades.

Police say 27-year-old Holt 
Francis was critically injured 
in the Dec. 28 Bronx apartment 
building fi re and died at a hos-
pital on Thursday. They say the 
fi re was caused by a 3-year-old 
boy playing with stove burners.

Francis’ wife, their two 
daughters and a niece also were 

killed in the fi re.
Eight adults and fi ve children 

died in the fi re. Among them 
was 28-year-old Emmanuel 
Mensah, who rescued a number 
of people that night before going 
back into the burning building 
and dying of smoke inhalation.

Fire Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro (NY’-groh) says the fi re 
started on a stove and raced 
through a door and up fi ve 
fl oors.

13th person dies week 
after apartment fi re 
caused by toddler 

FILE- Th is Friday, Dec. 29, 2017, fi le photo shows broken 
windows on the back of the building where more than 10 people 
died in a fi re in the Bronx borough of New York. Police say Holt 
Francis was critically injured in the apartment building fi re and 
died at a hospital on Th ursday, Jan. 4, 2018. It was one of New 
York City‚Äôs deadliest fi res in decades.  (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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bomb-making materials when 
they searched his home, and 
that two rifl es and a handgun 
were legally owned by a rela-
tive and were locked in a gun 
case where Jameson couldn’t 
get them.

He said the federal charges 
are built only on statements 
his client posted on his Face-
book page. Lee added that his 
client told the FBI undercover 
employee: “I also don’t think 
I can do this after all. I’ve 
reconsidered.”

Jameson was discharged 
from the Marine Corps after 
little more than four months in 
2009 for failing to disclose a 
history of asthma. The FBI affi -
davit said he asked for a fully 
automatic assault rifl e and noted 

that he earned a sharpshooter 
qualifi cation. That is a basic 
marksmanship qualifi cation and 
Jameson was never trained as 
a sniper during the brief time 
he spent at Camp Pendleton, 
California, said Marine spokes-
woman Yvonne Carlock.

Jameson is set for a court 
hearing Friday in federal court 
in Fresno.

Federal Magistrate Judge 
Erica Grosjean last week 
ordered him detained without 
bail in part because he has no 
substantial known fi nancial 
resources. She also found that 
Jameson has a history relating 
to drug abuse and appears to 
have a mental condition that 
may affect whether he would 
show up for future hearings.

O&O Inc. cAR REnTAL
PO Box 3897, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Located in Nu’uuli (O&O Inc. Wholesale)

Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 
(258-4563) or Tafa Leaupepe 

Office:  699-4484 • Fax:  699-2307
Email:  Rentals@ooeinc.com

2013 FORD F150 
Automatic (Green Truck)

2016 Toyota Corolla 
Automatic (White Car)

TAL Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 

Automatic (Green Truck)Automatic (Green Truck)
$130

Daily Rate

$80
Daily Rate

SPECIAL for weekly rate
1 day FREE for every 7 days rental!

    ‘’WE ARE NOW  
ACCEPTING ORDERS FOR ANY CAR PARTS’’

WITH AFFORDABLE PRICE 

2013 Toyota Sienna 
Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)

$120
Daily Rate

FA’ASALALAUGA 
O LE SUAFA FAUMUINA O ALOFAU

Samoa e, e le tau faamaupu’epu’eina ‘auma fati loloa o le vasa i ou  paia e afua mai Saua seia paia Analega. 
Matou te faapoipoi ma le faaete’ete le laau-tu-i-vanu i ou paia fa’aletalalelei, mamalu faaleatunuu aemaise ou sa 
faalemalo ina ne’i faitauina tautala o le puagagana i sa matou faamatalaga faatauvaa. Nuunuu atu ia i faleupolu o 
tofiga ma le ‘au fueloloa o le atunuu outou sa ma faiga, aua o le latou gafa tausi vaatele lea. Tulou!

E matou te faatulou atu ai i le paia o Suli ma feoi oi le Suafa FAUMUINA i le afioaga o Alofau, o loo alaala ma 
papa’a’ao i itu e fia o Samoa.  

Ole paia lava lea o Aloitafuna e afio ai le afioga le Tupufia ia Faumuina, susu ai Anoalo tutusa o Toia ma 
Ufagafa. Susu ai foi Aiga ma Usoalii. Susu ai foi le afioga tamaitai ia Tauaa, ae puipuimalu ele fetalaiga Tumalele 
ia Tuatoo ma Muafono, ae maise le nofo a Saole.  

Ua tasi moemoe le finagalo o aiga i le maota i Aloitafuna, e Afio ai le afioga ia Faumuina. O le a faia ai le tatou 
talatalaga aua se tasi e ta’ita’ia lo tatou aiga i le:

ASO: Ianuari 13, 2018
Nofoaga: Maota i Aloitafuna, Alofau

Taimi: 10:00am i le taeao
O lou le auai mai ole a le taofia ai le talanoaga. O le tatalo i le Atua ina ia o tatou maua le fealofani ma tatou 

toeseinuupotopoto aua lea faamoemoe ua tuupoina. Ia mamao ni ao taulia i le soifua o le aufaigaluega a le Atua, 
maua le soifua mania aua tupu ma ee o le atunuu faapea le tapuaiga ia Samoa ae matou ola i le alofa o le Atua. 

Sainia, 
Suli ma feoi o le Aiga o Faumuina i Alofau 
 

➧ Bomb…
Continued from page 11

NEW YORK (AP) — A 
man who posed along the East 
Coast as a millionaire oil tycoon 
to scam women on internet 
dating sites out of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars was sen-
tenced on Thursday to nearly 
four years in prison.

U.S. District Judge Laura 
Taylor Swain described John 
Edward Taylor as sick and dan-
gerous as she ordered him to 
serve three years and 10 months 
in prison in addition to 14 
months he served after a related 
Virginia conviction.

The judge said 16 of Tay-
lor’s two dozen victims from 
New York to Atlanta lost from 
several hundred dollars to more 
than $50,000 after encountering 
his “quest for money, respect, 
admiration and control.” She 
said some victims, who lost a 
total of more than $290,000, 
were left fi nancially ruined 
while others had credit ratings 
ruined or were left suffering 
from fear, depression, anxiety 
and concern for their personal 
safety.

The scam ended after a mar-
ried couple who met Taylor at a 
Philadelphia Phillies game they 
attended with their children on 
April 25, 2015, reported him to 
the FBI.

The father, identifi ed in 
court only as D.S., was among 
six victims who spoke at the 
sentencing as Taylor drooped 
his head at the defense table.

The father said Taylor, 48, 
boasted he was a billionaire 
oil tycoon as he led the family, 
including a child with special 
needs, onto a special elevator 
and down to fi rst-row seats, 
where everyone from ushers to 
spectators gushed what a good 
guy Taylor was.

Only later, the father said, 
did the family learn Taylor “was 
a fraud, a fake and a phony.”

The father said his family, 

which lost a few hundred dol-
lars, was duped by “a very, very 
charismatic man.”

“It’s easy to fall under his 
spell,” the father said.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jon-
athan Rebold requested a mean-
ingful prison sentence, saying 
Taylor had more than 10 past 
contacts with the criminal jus-
tice system.

Rebold said Taylor from 
2009 to 2016 boasted he was 
a millionaire businessman with 
oil and land interests in North 
Dakota to victims on online 
matchmaking and networking 
websites such as Match.com, 
eHarmony, Craigslist and 
Seeking Arrangement.

Sometimes, Taylor 
expressed interest in hiring the 
victims to work on a new busi-
ness venture while others got a 
pitch for a romantic or personal 
relationship, the prosecutor 
said.

Later, Taylor would some-
times steal the identities of vic-
tims to make purchases, transfer 
funds, open new accounts or use 
their credit cards, he said.

Once confronted, Taylor 
would threaten to transmit 
sexually explicit images he had 
coerced from victims to their 
employers if they tried to col-
lect debts, Rebold said.

Defense attorney Julia Gatto 
requested leniency, saying 
Taylor, in a “mental health 
crisis,” attempted suicide in 
prison and tried to disfi gure 
himself by carving writings 
into his arm. She said a long 
prison sentence “could kill Mr. 
Taylor.”

Taylor, his left forearm 
wrapped in cloth, choked up 
as he apologized to victims he 
never looked at. He called him-
self a liar and a “bragging, arro-
gant thief.”But he added he had 
found “new morals” and would 
not repeat his crimes.

Fake millionaire 
tycoon gets prison for 

online dating scam 
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LAS VEGAS (AP) — “What 
happens here, stays here.”

The offi cial slogan of Las 
Vegas is back by popular 
demand three months after it 
was paused following the mass 
shooting that rattled the city.

The destination’s tourism 
agency revived the 15-year-
old slogan this week in a new 
ad running online and on sev-
eral TV networks nationwide, 
marking a return to normalcy 
in the city where the backbone 
industry was directly affected 
by the deadliest mass shooting 
in modern U.S. history.

The ad shows some of the 
city’s iconic casinos as part of a 
time-travel story line.

Cathy Tull, senior vice presi-
dent of marketing for the Las 
Vegas Convention and Visi-
tors Authority, said the public 
agency tests its advertising 
regularly with focus groups 
and others. It did so after the 
shooting and results showed 
the slogan still resonated with 
people.

“We went back out and 
we weren’t sure where visi-
tors would be with the mindset 
around ‘What happens here, 
stays here,’” she said. “What 
we heard from our research was 

that people wanted their Vegas 
back.”

The ad shows a scientist get-
ting in a time-traveling machine 
and arriving at the Las Vegas 
Strip in 2018 in front of the Bel-
lagio casino-hotel fountains. He 
is shown dining, partying at a 
nightclub and taking part in a 
pool party at Caesars Palace 
casino-hotel before going back 
in time still holding a cocktail.

Networks airing the ad 
include Travel Channel, Food 
Network and USA.

On Oct. 1, a high-stakes 
gambler killed 58 people and 
injured hundreds more after he 
shattered the windows of his 
suite on the 32nd fl oor of the 
Mandalay Bay hotel-casino and 
unleashed gunfi re on a country 
music festival below before 
killing himself.

The agency immediately put 
the “What happens here” motto 
on hold and went to work cre-
ating a new pitch.

A spot featured a cityscape 
and the voice of Las Vegas native 
and retired tennis star Andre 
Agassi. “What is strength?” 
Agassi asked, playing off the 
#VegasStrong slogan that 
exploded on Twitter. “Strength 
is valet parkers who become 

medics, mothers who become 
emergency responders.”

A TV ad that followed and 
aired on several networks, 
including ESPN, Fox Sports 
and Bravo, featured real-life 
social media messages posted 
after the shooting.

The destination saw monthly 
declines in visitation from June 
through November. December 
fi gures are expected to be 
released at the end of the month.

Larry Kamer, a marketing 
and public relations consultant 
in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
said that while “Vegas Strong” 
became a rallying cry after the 
shooting, it would be a mistake 
for the city to wrap its identity 
around it any longer than it feels 
it is necessary.

He added that if “What hap-
pens here” continues to evoke 
sly smiles and tested better than 
any other alternatives, it’s a safe 
bet.

“The campaign works 
because it’s playful, it’s kind 
of a wink, an inside joke, and it 
draws on the old Sin City ele-
ment of Las Vegas,” he said. “If 
it can still elicit that feeling and 
the shooting didn’t fundamen-
tally change that, I would argue 
it still works.”

Las Vegas’ ‘What happens here’ 
slogan returns after shooting 

In The High Court 
of American Samoa

TRIAL DIVISION
HCPR No. 30-2017

Published: 01/05/2018

Charles V. Al’ilima
Attorney for Administrator

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a petition 
for letters testamentary was heard in the 
High Court of American Samoa, Territory 
of American Samoa, for the Estate 
of RoBERT MooRE, and the Court 
after being satisfied that JANE HETA 
MooRE was qualified to act as admin-
istrator and thereupon issued letters of 
administration  and authorized her to act 
by virtue thereof. 
All creditors with a claim against the Es-
tate of ROBERT MOORE are required to 
submit their claims to the Administrator 
of the Estate within 60 days of the first 
publication of this Notice. Submit all 
claims to:

ESTATE OF ROBERT MOORE
JANE HETA MOORE, Administrator

c/o Ala’ilima and Associates, P.C.
P.O. Box 1118

Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

In the Matter of the Estate of
RoBERT MooRE

Deceased

by:  JANE HETA MOORE;

NoTICE BY PUBLICATIoN
Petitioner

Dated: January 3, 2018

is looking for Baker with 3 years 
experience. Must have a 
 * Valid health card 
 * Immigration ID.  
Call our office at 699-6312 for application.

EmploymEnt opportunity
TSM MART

In The High Court 
of American Samoa

TRIAL DIVISION
PR No.22-2017

Published: 101/05/18

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a petition for letters 
testimentary was heard in the High Court of Amer-
ican Samoa, Territory of American Samoa, for the 
Estate of SAVALI SAVALI JR., and the court after 
being satisfied that LELEIGA E. SAVALI was quali-
fied to act as administrator of the Estate and there-
upon issued letters of administration and authorized 
him to act by virtue thereof.
All creditors with a claim against the Estate of 
SAVALI SAVALI JR., are required to submit their 
claims to the administrator of the estate within 60 
days of the first publication of this notice.  Submit 
all claims to:
 ESTATE OF SAVALI SAVALI JR.
 LELEIGA E. SAVALI, Administrator
 c/o Ala’ilima and Associates, P.C.
 P.O. BOX 1118
 Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

In the Matter of the Estate of 
savali savali jR.

by 
lElEiGa E. savali

Decedent

Dated: january 3, 2018

Charles v. ala’ilima
attorneys for administrator

Administrator

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— The rival Koreas will sit 
down for their fi rst formal talks 
in more than two years next 
week to fi nd ways to cooperate 
on the Winter Olympics in the 
South and to improve their 
abysmal ties, Seoul offi cials 
said Friday. While a positive 
sign after last year’s threats of 
nuclear war, the Koreas have a 
long history of failing to move 
past their deep animosity.

The announcement came 
hours after the United States 
said it will delay annual mili-
tary exercises with South Korea 
until after the Winter Olympics 
in Pyeongchang, South Korea, 
next month. The exercises infu-
riate North Korea, which claims 
they are an invasion rehearsal, 
although South Korea and the 
United States have repeat-
edly said they are defensive in 
nature.

On Friday morning, North 
Korea sent a message saying 
it would accept South Korea’s 
offer to meet at the border 
village of Panmunjom next 
Tuesday to discuss Olympic 
cooperation and how to improve 
overall ties, according to South 
Korea’s Unifi cation Ministry, 
which handles North Korean 
matters. Panmunjom is where 
a North Korean soldier dashed 
across the border into the South 
in November. He is recovering 
after being shot fi ve times by 

his former comrades.
Unifi cation Ministry 

spokesman Baik Tae-hyun said 
he expects the two Koreas will 
use a recently restored cross-
border communication channel 
to try to determine who will 
head their respective delega-
tions next week.

Any dialogue between the 
Koreas is seen as a positive 
step. But critics say the North’s 
abrupt push to improve ties may 
be a tactic to divide Seoul and 
Washington and weaken inter-
national pressure and sanctions 
on Pyongyang.

In his New Year’s address 
Monday, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un said he was 
willing to send a delegation 
to the Winter Olympics but 
he also said he has a “nuclear 
button” on his desk to fi re 
atomic weapons at the United 
States. President Donald Trump 
quickly responded that he had 
a bigger and more powerful 
“nuclear button” of his own.

Past breakthroughs to ease 
Korean tensions have often 
ended with renewed animosi-
ties. It’s likely the North will 
refrain from provocations 
during the Games. But tensions 
could return afterward because 
the North has no intention of 
abandoning its weapons pro-
grams and the United States 
will not ease its pressure on the 
country, analysts say.

In small breakthrough, Koreas 
will meet for talks on Tuesday 
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THIS BIG GUY NEEDS A HOME...
Jack is a large (approx. 70 pound) male neutered dog looking for a home. He has an old injury to 

his left  eye, which doesn’t seem to bother him at all.  He’s a happy dog, looking for a family to take 
care of him.    Call or stop by the vet clinic, 699-9445.  

HAPPY 2018!
 [Courtesy photo]

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Donald Trump 
directed his White House 
counsel to tell Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions to not recuse him-
self from the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation into poten-
tial ties between Russia and the 
Trump campaign, according to a 
person familiar with the matter.
The conversation between Don 
McGahn, the president’s White 
House counsel, and Sessions 
took place on the president’s 
orders and occurred just before 
the attorney general announced 
that he would step aside from 
the ongoing inquiry into Rus-
sian meddling in the 2016 presi-
dential election, according to a 
person with knowledge of the 
interaction. 

Two other people confi rmed 
details of the conversation 
between McGahn and Ses-
sions.All three people spoke 
on condition of anonymity to 
The Associated Press to avoid 
publicly discussing an ongoing 
investigation.

The episode is known to 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
and his team of prosecutors and 
is likely of interest to them as 
they look into whether Trump’s 
actions as president, including 
the May fi ring of FBI Director 
James Comey, amount to 
improper efforts to obstruct the 
Russia investigation. Investiga-
tors recently concluded a round 

of interviews with current and 
former White House offi cials, 
including McGahn and former 
White House chief of staff 
Reince Priebus.

The New York Times 
fi rst reported that Trump had 
McGahn lobby Sessions against 
a recusal.Reached Thursday 
evening, Trump personal 
attorney John Dowd said, “I 
know nothing about that,” and 
hung up. Jay Sekulow, another 
of the president’s personal 
lawyers, did not immediately 
respond to a phone message 
seeking comment.

The White House also did 
not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.Ses-
sions announced on March 2 
that he would recuse himself 
from the Russia probe. He 
said at the time that he should 
not oversee any investigation 
into a campaign for which he 
was an active and vocal sup-
porter, though the recusal also 
followed the revelation that he 
had had two previously undis-
closed interactions during the 
2016 campaign with the Rus-
sian ambassador to the United 
States. At his Jan. 10 confi rma-
tion hearing, he had said that he 
had no meetings with Russians 
during the campaign.

But soon before the 
announcement, with White 
House offi cials anticipating that 
Sessions.

AP Source: Trump had lawyer 
urge AG against Russia recusal 


