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Support local music and musicians 
— in the 2Samoas — by celebrating 
“random acts of rhythm” during a 
Samoana Jazz & Arts Festival’s Mid-
nite At the Oasis — Part III — Three’s 
A Charm — Fundraiser at the Fly By 
Nite Bar & Bowling Alley, on Sat-
urday, Oct. 7, 2017 — 6:30- 12Mid-
night. It’s the last one before the fes-
tival kicks off — expect great sounds!

See advertisement inside for 
details and contacts for your ticket 
purchases. 
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Team American Samoa 
wrestlers make it to medal rounds

The Gong Show: 
“Food for Thought”
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AS-EPA RECOGNIZES EMPLOyEES’ EdUCAtIONAL ACHIEVEMENtS 
The American Samoa Environmental Protection Agency (AS-EPA) is celebrating the educational 

achievements of six staff members.  Daystar Parker and Lui Maea have earned bachelor’s degrees, 
while William Sili, Fa’amamata Meredith, Sofai Falelua, and Jordan Fanene have completed their 
Master’s degree programs.  The employees serve in various roles at AS-EPA, including division man-
ager, inspector, lab technician, and media specialist. The graduates also perform a wide range of 
duties – from drinking water analysis, to enforcement (hazardous materials, pesticides, piggeries, 
solid waste), and community outreach.   “Our community needs qualified people who have a passion 
for their work.  I am confident these graduates will use their education to take the agency’s perfor-
mance to the next level in protecting human health and the environment in the Territory,” AS-EPA 
Director Ameko Pato said. For information about AS-EPA programs, please call 633-2304 or visit 
www.epa.as.gov. 

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

House Speaker Savali Talavou Ale has accepted a recom-
mendation from the President and the Board of Directors of the 
Territorial Bank of American Samoa (TBAS), for a closed-door 
hearing with faipule today, to avoid the media reporting on some 
of the sensitive issues they are going to discuss, with regards to 
Bank operations.

Savali made the decision to accept the recommendation from 
TBAS, which was voiced by House Commerce & Economic 
Development committee chairman, Rep. Samuel Ioka A. Mel-
eisea, after a long discussion amongst members of the House yes-
terday during their regular session,

The closed-door meeting is set for 8:30a.m. — today.
Meleisea requested Savali and House members to accept the 

bank’s request for a closed-door hearing, “due to the sensitivity of 
some of the issues that we’re going to discuss.”

“We understand that the community wants to hear all about the 
bank’s operations, but we also need to know that the Board and 
the new management are still working on some areas to upgrade 
their operation. With that being said, I believe a closed-door 
hearing is appropriate,” Meleisea said.

Rep. Sataua Dr. Mataese Samuelu and Rep. Kitara Vaiau sup-
ported the recommendation, with Sataua saying there must be a 
special reason why the bank is asking for a closed-door hearing 
with faipule. He agreed that there are sensitive issues that law-
makers need to know first, before releasing the information to the 
general public. 

Rep. Lavea Fatulegae’e Palepoi Mauga disagreed. 
He said community members are still waiting for the bank to 

announce that a routing number is now available for them to use.
“I don’t support the recommendation for a closed hearing,” he 

said. “I want the public to listen and review everything that is 
going to be discussed during the hearing. This chamber is for the 
public and they deserve to understand what’s going on at the bank 
right now,” Lavea added.

Vice Speaker, Rep. Fetui Fetu Jr., Rep. Vesi Talalelei Fautanu 
Jr., and Rep. Vailoata E. Amituana’i supported Lavea’s argument. 
Fetui believes the community has the right to know what is going 
on inside the Fono chamber. Representatives were each selected 
by their district, he said, and people from each district need to 
understand what’s going on at TBAS.

Vesi stated that nothing can stop the community from listening 
to the hearing, but if the bank is asking for a closed-door hearing, 
he recommended that members of the committee meet with mem-
bers of TBAS first at their main office, before setting up a date and 
time for a House hearing inside the chamber.

Vailoata believes the hearing must be open to the public and 
the media. He reminded his fellow faipule that the Fono passed 
the bill to establish the bank, as well as the money to jump-start 
its operations.

TBAS requests — and 
House Speaker approves — 
a closed-door hearing today

SAyS tHIS IS tO kEEP tHE PUbLIC & tHE MEdIA
 FROM LEARNING OF ‘SENSItIVE’ bANk ISSUES

by Samoa News Staff
Administrators and officials from public and 

private schools attended a meeting Wednesday 
morning at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium, 
called by the Department of Homeland Security, 
to address the recent threats of a missile launch 
by North Korea, as well as the issue of drugs on 
campus.

Among those present at the meeting were: Lt. 
Gov Lemanu Peleti Mauga, Secretary of Samoan 
Affairs Mauga Tasi Asuega, Eastern District Gov-
ernor Alo Dr. Paul Stevenson, Director of the AS 
Dept. of Homeland Security Samana Ve’ave’a, 
Director of Education Dr. Ruth Matagi-Tofiga, 
DOE deputy directors Philo Jennings and Faaui 
Vaitautolu, heads of DOE elementary and sec-
ondary divisions, and principals of local private 
schools.

tHREAt OF NORtH kOREA MISSILE 

LAUNCH IN tHE PACIFIC
Recent threats by North Korea regarding a 

missile launch in the Pacific, school administra-
tors and educators were instructed to keep their 
eyes and ears open.

According to information revealed during 
the meeting, the tested missile can travel up to 
a distance of 5,000 miles, while an untested one 
is estimated to reach a traveling distance of up to 
8,000 miles.

American Samoa is about 5,400 miles from 
North Korea.

Presenters at the meeting explained that the 
Department of Defense (DOD) has numerous 
plans in place on what to do once the missile 
is launched. As soon as the DOD can pinpoint 
where the missile is heading - about a 5-minute 
window - local residents will have less than 30 

DHS meeting called for 
territory’s schools about threat 

of N. Korea missile launch
EVERyONE IS ORdEREd tO “GEt IN, StAy IN, ANd StAy tUNEd” IF It HAPPENS

(Continued on page 5)

(Continued on page 6)

From Left to Right: William Sili, Daystar Parker, Fa’amamata Meredith, 
Sofai Falelua, Lui Maea, and Jordan Fanene.
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

A large portion has been 
expended of the $78.91 million 
in revenues the government 
received from the sale of Amer-
ican Samoa Economic Devel-
opment Authority (ASEDA) 
bonds, with just over $15 mil-
lion left, according to the Sept. 
1st 11-page ASEDA summary 
report for 2017.

The report was prepared 
for the Fono and comes at a 
time when several lawmakers 
are wondering how much of 
the money has been expended, 
whether ASG is on time in 
making payments, and what 
is the update on the status of 
the projects funded with bond 
money.

Perhaps the biggest concern 
with lawmakers and many in 
the community is whether the 
government is meeting its pay-
ment obligations to ensure that 

future generations are not stuck 
with a huge debt.

The report explained that all 
debt service payments are paid 
monthly to the Trustee, who 
then disburses it semi-annually 
to all investors on Mar. 1 and 
Sept. 1st every year. According 
to the schedule of payment, the 
final one is to be made on Sept. 
1, 2035. 

ASEDA issued three series 
of bonds in 2015 and collected 
just over $78.91 million in rev-
enues, according to the report, 
which also noted that ASG had 
disbursed, or payments have 
been made since 2015 — a 
total of $8.98 million. On Sept. 
1st, the date of the report, ASG 
made another $5.05 million 
payment bringing the total pay-
ments to $14.03 million.

“The Territory will continue 
to make monthly payments to 
our bond convants [sic: conv-
enant] with semi-annual pay-
ments to investors from the 
Trustee,” the report said. It 
shows that the principal amount 
of $78.91 million (which ASG 
received as revenues from the 
bonds sale) has a total interest 
— during the lifetime of the 
bonds — of $70.21 million, net-
ting a total principal and interest 
of just over $149.12 million.

At the time of the report, 
over $63.79 million had been 
expended, leaving a balance of 
$15.11 million.

Repayment of the bonds is 
through a percentage of current 
excise taxes. For example, 80% 
of $190% collected on beer/
malt; 25% of alcohol tax, 50% 
or 15-cents of every 30-cents 
collected from the tobacco/
cigarette tax; and all customs 
declaration fees ($5) collected. 

An Administration bill, 
which amends provisions of the 
current excise tax, includes the 
beer tax. Currently, excise tax 
on imported beer is 190% of the 
value, but the Administration is 
seeking to amend it to 35-cents 
per 12-fluid ounces, or fraction 
thereof — basically it means 
35-cents per can. 

In amending the beer tax, 
the Administration proposed 
a slight change in the earmark 
for the bonds repayment. It 
says that 15-cents per 12-fluid 
ounces is earmarked for bond 
repayment while the balance 
(20¢) is deposited in the general 
fund. 

Regarding the projects to 
be funded with bond revenues, 
Samoa News had previously 
provided specific details of each 
project and the amount they get. 
And the ASEDA report pro-
vides a brief summary of each 
project, the amount allocated 
and expended, as well as the 
balance.

The project with the largest 
balance of $3.76 million is the 
Fono architectural & engi-
neering design and implemen-
tation, which was allocated $4 
million, according the ASEDA 
report, which explained that a (Paradise Inc.)

PARADISE GIFT CENTER

Shipped directly  
from Los Angeles,  

USA!

Your One Stop Store 
For All Your White 
Sunday Needs!

SALE 10% OFF ALL WHITE SUNDY ITEMS IN STORE!

ALL WHITE 
SUNDAY 
ITEMS

10% OFF

SPECIAL SALE!
White Sunday

More than half — about $53M 
— of ASEDA bond sale 

revenues has been spent

Speaker of the House, Savali Talavou Ale has approved a recommendation from Territorial Bank 
of American Samoa (TBAS) officials for a closed-door hearing with faipule today. See story for 
details. (Read Story Page 1) [photo: AF]

(Continued on page 9)
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by Samoa News staff
SIX CANdIdAtES CERtI-
FIEd FOR HOUSE SPE-

CIAL ELECtION
Chief Election Officer, Uiag-

alelei Dr. Lealofi Uiagalelei, has 
certified six candidates for next 
month’s special election for 
House of Representatives Dis-
trict No. 5, Sua No. 1 — com-
prising Fagaitua, Amaua, Auto, 
Avaio, Alega, Aumi and Laulii.

The certification was made 
after 4:30p.m. on Wednesday, 
after no challenges were filed 
against the eligibility of the six 
candidates, who will be on the 
ballot for the Oct. 24th special 
election. 

Certified candidates are: 
Fialupe Felila Fiaui Lutu; 
Ketesemane Meaole; Laloniu 
P. Maloa; Tuialofi Faalae Lau-
atuaa Tunupopo; Tuifagalilo P. 
Vele; and Uele Fale S. Uele. 

The winner of the special 
election will fill the seat left 
vacant following the Sept. 
1st resignation of Pulele’iite 
Li’amatua Tufele Jr. who is 
now concentrating on his role as 
interim chief executive officer 
of the American Samoa Tele-
Communications Authority. 

Uiagalelei yesterday 
reminded qualified electors for 
District No. 5, Sua No. 1 that 
voter registration is now open 
and will be closed at 4:30p.m. 
on Monday, Oct. 2nd for the 
special election.

ASG AGENCIES URGEd 
tO SUPPORt MISS 
AMERICAN SAMOA

Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
has urged all government agen-
cies to support Miss American 
Samoa, who is the territory’s 
ambassador and image abroad. 

The governor’s comments 
were made at last week’s cab-
inet meeting, where American 
Samoa Visitors Bureau execu-
tive director David Vaeafe 
announced the newly crowned 
Miss American Samoa 2017-18 
— Matau’aina Gwendolyn 
To’omalatai.

Vaeafe requested that ASG 
entities with activities that may 
require the services of Miss 
American Samoa contact the 
Visitors Bureau. 

Lolo said he is concerned 
that agencies are not supporting 
“this very important activity 
because the person selected is 
American Samoa’s ambassador 
and the territory’s image to the 
outside.”

He called for full support 
to be rendered, particularly in 

the utilization of Miss Amer-
ican Samoa in all government 
activities. 

Miss American Samoa is 
employed at the Visitors Bureau 
during her one-year reign. 

On the subject of tourism, 
Vaeafe provided an update on 
cruise ships calling in to the 
Port of Pago Pago for the rest 
of the year. Four cruise ships 
are scheduled for next month, 
including two maiden visits to 
the territory:  the Maasdam on 
Oct. 10th and the Norwegian 
Jewel on Oct. 30th. One cruise 
ship is scheduled for November 
and two for December. 

So far, according to the 
ASVB website, 17 cruise ships 
are scheduled to visit Pago Pago 
in 2018; nine scheduled for 
2019; and one so far for 2020. 
The list of ships will be updated 
as confirmation is received.

GOVERNOR CONFIRMS 
2SAMOA tALkS NEXt 

MONtH
During last week’s cabinet 

meeting, Gov. Lolo Mata-
lasi Moliga confirmed that the 
annual Two Samoa Talks is set 
for Oct. 12th in Apia, Samoa. 
Prior to the executive summit, 
Lolo said meetings would be 
held between counterparts of 
the two Samoas.

Lolo and Samoa Prime Min-
ister Tuilaepa Sailele Maliel-
egaoi will host the executive 
summit.

Attorney General Talauega 
Eleasalo Ale and Commerce 
Department director Keniseli 
Lafaele are compiling Amer-
ican Samoa’s resolutions to 
be discussed with Samoa at 
the summit, according to the 
governor.

The American Samoa del-
egation is expected to start 
departing Pago Pago for Apia 
on Monday, Oct. 9th, which is 
a local and national holiday — 
Columbus Day — as Oct. 12th, 
the summit date, will be Oct. 
11th in American Samoa.

The Summit will cover a 
broader range of subjects in 
addition to Economic Integra-
tion — Immigration/ Legal 
Issues, Mutual legal assistance, 
Joint Disaster Preparedness, 
Tourism, and Sports. 

Also expected to be dis-
cussed, as a side issue, is land 
designated for American Samoa 
in Vailima, as the governor 
wants to firm up a plan on how 
best to utilize the parcel of land, 
gifted by the Samoa government 
a few years ago, in exchange for 

ASG land in Tafuna.
The governor told a cabinet 

meeting last month that he has 
been informed by Tuilaepa that 
a lease agreement has been 
made with local taxi operators 
to use and clean the land — next 
to the DPW compound — at the 
Industrial Park. 

More than a week ago, a 
representative of the Toa Taxi 
Association appeared before the 
ASG-PNRS board to answer 
questions on the group’s request 
to renovate an old structure on 
the land. The representative 
confirmed that the Samoa gov-
ernment had leased them the 
land, until such time the Samoa 
government decides to use it. 

AMERICAN SAMOA 
LEGAL AId APPLICAtION 
FOR $500k IS APPROVEd

The American Samoa Legal 
Aid (ASLA) was recently noti-
fied by the U.S. Department of 
Justice’s Office on Violence 
Against Women that it has 
approved ASLA’s application 
for funding under the Rural, 
Sexual Assault, Domestic Vio-
lence, Dating Violence and 
Stalking Program in the amount 
of $500,000.  

This program is designed to 
enhance victim safety in cases 
of sexual assault, domestic 
violence, dating violence, and 
stalking in rural areas and com-
munities by encouraging col-
laborative partnerships among 
criminal justice agencies, victim 
service providers and commu-
nity organizations to respond to 
these crimes.  

In addition, the program sup-
ports the provision of services 
to the victims of such violence, 
and encourages communities to 
work in coordination to develop 
education and prevention strat-
egies directed toward these 
issues.  

ASLA Executive Director 
Fainu’ulelei L.P.F. Ala’ilima-
Utu thanks the tapu’aiga of the 
ASLA Board, the assistance of 
ASLA General Counsel Charles 
Greenfield, and the support 
of ASLA’s  project partners: 
Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, Department of Human and 
Social Services, the Alliance 
Against Domestic and Sexual 
Violence, the American Samoa 
Coalition Against Domestic and 
Sexual Violence and the Cath-
olic Services.  

The three-year DOJ grant 
starts Oct. 1, 2017 and includes 
some funding assistance for 
ASLA‘s three NGO partners.

NAPA SAMOA 
699-NAPA/6272

NEED a 
Battery?

Stop by today and check out  
our new arrivals in store.

Go to NAPA!

3 year warranty
18 months FREE Battery

Check out our display of Commercial Batteries, Valve-Regulated 
Lead Acid Batteries, Wet Cell Batteries, Lithium-ion Batteries in 
different sizes. 
We also carry a wide range of Oil, Grease, Chemicals, 
Replacement Parts, Muffler Pipes, Automotive Care Products, 
Sealants, Automotive Tools, Automotive Paint and more.

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC MEETING

The Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council’s public hearing on the 
American Samoa Large Vessel Prohibited Area and American Samoa longline 
permit modification will take place from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Oct. 17 (T), 2017, 
at the Governor H. Rex Lee Auditorium (Fale Laumei), Utulei, American Samoa. The 
hearing was previously announced as occurring between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. The Council 
is scheduled to discuss and may take action on these matters the morning of Oct. 18 (W) 
at the Gov. Lee Auditorium, and the public will have another opportunity to provide public 
comment then. Comments may also be submitted in writing. Comments received by Oct. 
2, 2017, will be copied and distributed to Council members prior to the meeting. Send 
comments to Kitty M. Simonds, WPRFMC executive director, 1164 Bishop St., Suite 1400, 
Honolulu, HI 96813; fax 808 522-8226; or email info.wpcouncil@ noaa.gov. After Oct. 2, the 
individual submitting the comment should provide 40 copies to the Council before Oct. 18. 

CORRECTION

FAIRNESS
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages  

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our email 
news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am 

to 5pm.Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, 
in whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

Dear Editor,
I am writing this letter in response to the article concerning the 

recent start of firearm training for our police officers.
It seems that our Police Commissioner has pursued this with 

what I believe to be alarming zealousness. And for the life of me 
I cannot fathom the logic behind the need for firearms here on our 
tranquil Island.  Yes, we had the tragic shooting of an officer 7 
years ago and as a result the Courts have instituted careful and dil-
igent screening. I applaud that.  But what is the reasoning behind 
the arming of the Police? We do not have a gang problem — not 
that I am aware of —nor a population armed to the teeth!  

Let’s for a moment revisit some history concerning ‘weapons’ 
that were issued to the police in past years. 

As I understand it DPS officers were at one time issued ‘night-
sticks’ which were later taken away because of the abuse of those 
‘weapons’. Then of course there was the Pepper spray that was 
also issued, then as was the case w/ ‘billy-clubs’ were also taken 
away due to misuse. 

Now we want our officers to carry guns? Do we really? Is it 
necessary? We can only pray that we are not headed for some 
tragic incident that will destroy a life. Again I ask, WHY? What 
logic is at the heart of this decision?

I am aware that our police commissioner wants to take a strong 
stand on crime, any and all crime... and that is indeed commend-
able. But this is not L.A. — nor any other big city with the prob-
lems that are associated with big city crime.

I know there will be no response to this letter. The training 
has already begun. But, let us hope that tragedy will and can be 
avoided. 

Very sincerely, 
John Engle
(Editor’s Note: These concerns have been duly noted during 

discussion of this issue in the community — arming police offi-
cers. I personally think it’s a tragedy waiting to happen… to 
someone… to anyone. ra)

Letter to the Editor
    “POLICEMEN WITH GUNS…WHY?”

© OSInI FaLEaTaSI Inc. RESERvES aLL RIgHTS.
dba Samoa News publishes Monday to Friday, except for some local and federal holidays.
Send correspondences to: OF, dba Samoa News, Box 909, Pago Pago, Am. Samoa 96799.
Telephone at (684) 633-5599 • Fax at (684) 633-4864
Email advertisements to ads@samoanews.com
Email the newsroom at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in whole or in part, is required. Please 

address such requests to the Publisher at the address provided above.
Please visit samoanews.com for weekend updates.

“FOOd FOR tHOUGHt”
By Rhonda Annesley, editor

Not that I think the public or media will ever 
get the full story of what’s going on with Amer-
ican Samoa TeleCommunications Authority 
(ASTCA): Where is it getting the money to pay 
for the Tui Cable connection? Where does it stand 
with its debt to ASH-Cable/ Bluesky Communi-
cations? Is it true that there is a problem with its 
connection to the O3b satellite, causing AST-
CA’s Internet service to be slow as molasses? 
Has it paid out the millions it borrowed from the 
ASG Employees’ Retirement Fund to the new 
Hawaiki Cable? How much does it still owe on 
this? And ASH-Cable, how much does it owe it?

And what about the following concerns? Have 
they been resolved?

WARNING AGAINSt CHINESE COM-
PANy EQUIPMENt USEd IN SAMOA
(Radio NZ ran this story on Nov. 28, 2016)
Director of Homeland Security Utualii Iunia-

solua Savusa has advised the American Samoa 
Telecommunications Authority to be aware that 
Congress has banned telecommunications sup-
plies from a Chinese company that Samoa may 
be using.

An ASTCA representative Malcolm Sword 
reported that one of their current projects is to 
establish a back-up link via Samoa for communi-
cations with the outside world. He said the phone 
links between Samoa and American Samoa have 
been on and off but ASTCA hopes to establish an 
improved dedicated link with Samoa soon.

But Utualii said Congress had banned the use 
of equipment from the company, which he did 
not name. He informed a cabinet meeting that 
the concern relates to switches that the company 
manufactures.

Samoa News notes that no update of this con-
cern has been made public. So — with Tui Cable 
in the works — is the equipment from this Chi-
nese company still being used in Samoa?

bLASt INtERNEt PROGRAM
On Sept. 22, 2015, Samoa News ran a story 

about how Internet Funds to establish the multi 
million-dollar Broadband Linking the American 
Samoa Territory (BLAST) project must be used 
by Sept. 2015 or returned to the federal grantor.

The story includes the following paragraph of 
the BLAST project:

“Of note is that one of the contractual condi-
tions of ASTCA’s BLAST project grant funding 
is that ASTCA must improve broadband capacity 
up to 3 times greater than it currently offers, at 
the same price it presently charges or charged on 
the ‘old’ system.”

Has this happened? Is it happening? 
Just some food for thought … GONG!

GONG SHOW

FBI Director Chris Wray, accompanied by his wife Helen Gar-
rison Howell, second from left, and Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions, right, is administered the ceremonial Oath of Office by U.S. 
District Court Judge Joseph Bianco, second from right, during 
an installation ceremony for him at the FBI Building, Thursday, 
Sept. 28, 2017, in Washington.  (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

As American Samoa remem-
bers the devastating tsunami of 
September 2009, Gov. Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga is urging the 
community “to reassess our 
plans” to respond quickly and 
effectively to future disasters 
including nuclear threats.

Eight years ago today — on 
Sept. 29, 2009 at 6:38 a.m. — a 
strong 8.1 earthquake shook the 
Samoan islands and was fol-
lowed some 15 to 20 minutes 
later by the most devastating 
tsunami ever to hit the Samoan 
islands.  With towering waves, 
the tsunami killed 34 people in 
American Samoa (3 of whom 
were never found), three in 
Tonga and more than 100 in 
neighboring Samoa. (Samoa 
and Tonga, on the other side 
of the dateline, marked the tsu-
nami anniversary yesterday, 
their Sept. 29.) 

In his memorial message, 
the governor recalled the devas-
tating tsunami, which “flattened 

parts of the territory and took 
away 34 lives”.

“While time has restored 
some level of tranquility and 
serenity to our injured hearts 
because of the unexpected and 
sudden termination of associa-
tion with those so dear to us, 
our memories glow brighter 
and their images are solidly 
imprinted in our hearts,” the 
governor said. “So while they 
are not physically with you, 
their sprits continue for they are 
in us with constant reaffirma-
tion of recurring moments typi-
fying their lives with us.”

“I call upon all the people of 
American Samoa to remember 
those perished by the 2009 tsu-
nami in your prayers,” he said.

He added that it’s “fitting 
for us to reassess our plans to 
respond quickly and effectively 
to disasters of this magnitude to 
avert having to suffer the same 
excruciating pain triggered by 
the loss of our loved ones.”

The governor is calling on 
the government, private sector, 

village community and religious 
organizations, to “revisit your 
disaster preparedness plans to 
response to nuclear threats and 
other natural disasters so we 
don’t encounter great suffering 
endured by our brothers and 
sisters in Puerto Rico, Texas, 
Louisiana, Florida, and the US 
Virgin Islands. Please remember 
them as well in our prayers.”  As 
of yesterday morning there was 
no confirmation of a govern-
ment event to mark the tsunami 
anniversary, but Samoa News 
has learned that families of the 
34 victims will be holding their 
own memorial services. 

The Leone Empowerment 
Team is holding an informal 
private ceremony at the Leone 
Healing Garden — a monu-
ment to remember the village’s 
eleven residents who died in 
the tsunami — inviting the 
11 families, and anyone who 
wants to join, to light a floating 
candle during a ceremony at 
5:30p.m.— today. 

Today marks the 8th anniversary 
of the deadly 2009 tsunami

(Continued on page 8)
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minutes to react.
“Be alert,” was the main 

message Wednesday. Once the 
siren is heard, the blinking lights 
are spotted, and the announce-
ments are made, everyone is 
ordered to “Get in, Stay in, and 
Stay tuned.”

When one of the participants 
asked about the availability of 
gas masks, Lemanu reflected 
on his military days and said 
having to use gas masks in a 
mock exercise and using them 
during a real life situation is 
totally different.

How we act when we prac-
tice or train for a disaster, is not 
necessarily how we are going 
to act when tragedy strikes, the 
Lt. Gov said, adding that no 
matter how ready we think we 
are, things change during the 
course of an emergency and 
that’s when our reactions are 
most critical.

When and if a missile is 
launched and it is determined to 
be heading to American Samoa 
or anyplace nearby, sirens will 
go off, and messages will be 
disbursed by local emergency 
responders. Communication is 
key.

Following a missile attack, 
nuclear debris is scattered in the 
air after an explosion and it can 
take up to two weeks for an ‘all 
clear’ message to be issued.

That is why if a missile is 
determined to be heading to 
our shores, all schools will be 
in ‘lock down’ for a period of 
up to 14 days — generally, the 
number of days is takes for the 
air to clear up.

This means each school 
much have a plan in place of 
where the children will be 
evacuated to, and how they will 
be accommodated during this 
period of time.

During the ‘lock down’ 
phase, the EOC team will find 
a way to get food and water to 
everyone. 

Those who are on the road 

during the alert are urged to 
seek shelter at the closest place 
they can find.

dRUGS ON CAMPUS
With the recent increase in 

the number of drugs being dis-
covered in the territory, govern-
ment and community leaders 
are banding together to help 
combat the problem, espe-
cially on the campuses of local 
schools.

Educators who attended 
the meeting were instructed to 
be alert and on the lookout for 
suspicious vehicles and persons 
coming in and out of school 
premises. DOE Deputy Director 
Faaui Vaitautolu encouraged 
educators to not be afraid to 
report anything they think is not 
right.

She said there are people 
who know what’s going on, as 
far as drugs on campus, but no 
action is being taken to address 
it. She told administrators not to 
be scared, and if they are hesi-
tant in taking action, call the 
police and have them handle it.

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

Today, September 29, 2017, is the 8th anniversary of the devastating tsunami which flattened 
parts of the Territory and took away 34 of our loved ones. While time has restored some level of 
tranquility and serenity to our injured hearts because of the unexpected and sudden termination 
of association with those so dear to us, our memories glow brighter and their images are solidly 
imprinted in our hearts.  So while they are not physically with you, their spirits continue for they 
are in us with constant reaffirmation of recurring moments typifying their lives with us. 
On behalf of Cynthia Malala Moliga, Lieutenant Governor Lemanu Peleti Mauga, Government 
and people of American Samoa, I wish the families of those angels who are now with God Peace 
of the Lord and may the Spirit of God continue to ease your pain that will be felt throughout your 
lives until reunification in the Kingdom of God.  I call upon all the people of American Samoa to 
remember those perished by the 2009 Tsunami in your prayers. 
It is fitting for us to reassess our plans to respond quickly and effectively to disasters of this magnitude 
to avert having to suffer the same excruciating pain triggered by the loss of our loved ones.  I 
therefore call upon government, private sector, village community and religious organizations, to 
revisit your disaster preparedness plans to response to nuclear threats and other natural disasters 
so we don’t encounter great suffering endured by our brothers and sisters in Puerto Rico, Texas, 
Louisiana, Florida, and the US Virgin Islands.  Please remember them as well in your prayers. 

ROTARY CLUB
OF PAGO PAGO

TSUNAMI MEMORIAL
REMEMBERANCE SERVICE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 • 11:30am 
Lion’s Park Tsunami Shelter

The Rotary Club of Pago Pago and Hawaiian Air will host a  
Memorial Rememberance Service for the 34 Tsunami Victim’s Immediate Family Members:

Date:  Saturday, September 30, 2017 
Place:  Tsunami Memorial Family Picnic Shelter at Lion’s Park in Tafuna, AS

Time:  11:30am - 12:30pm

Members of the Public are invited to join with the families of the  
2009 Tsunami victims on this day.

A memorial service will be conducted and all are invited to give testimonials to their lost  
family and friends who died on September 29, 2009.  

At the end of the service light refreshments and food will be provided  
by Corporate partners of the Rotary Club of Pago Pago.

This ad is paid for by ASPA / Tool Shop / CSL in the spirit of the community service

➧ DHS meeting called…
Continued from page 1
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COOL StUFF: CRkt 
HOMEFRONt

by Barry Markowitz
A pocketknife, for us 

working guys, is merely an 
extension of our hands. We 
use our knives as a tool cut-
ting wire, for notching wood, 
opening silly plastic encased 
electronics, and even slicing 
our talo or fresh Amy’s Bakery 
bread on the job site.

Pocketknives are a magnet 
for lint & crud in every joint, 
and corner. Just flip a lever in 
front and roll open a dial in the 
back...voila...your Homefront 
blade and grip open up for easy 
breezy hygienic cleansing.

The Homefront ($150) 
has a 3 1/2” blade and weighs 
approximately 4.8 oz. Home-

front’s EDC, Hunter & Tactical 
versions ($99) have glass filled 
nylon handles, weighing a tad 
bit less at 4.3 oz.

For travelers, for our proud 
active duty military relatives, 
and American Samoa’s terri-
torial firefighters urgently dis-
patched to the US mainland, for 
a Hurricane Maria Puerto Rican 
survivor ...any version of the 
Homefront would be a valued, 
possibly life saving asset.

<https://www.crkt.com/
homefront.html>

Ask an old guy to set his 
pocketknife on the table. Ask 
him to share three stories asso-
ciated with that cherished keep-
sake. Guaranteed you will be 
spellbound.

2 Down…A Lifetime of Happiness To Go!! 
Angela Teugatainu’ufou Taula

Your Parents: Junior & Lealofi Taula
Your Grandmas: Nu’ufou Tapusalaia Lautogia Taula (HI) & 
Fainifo Teu Tuna (Utah) Your Bodyguards:  Douglas, Anastasia, 
Jerome & Kimberly
All of your Cousins, Aunties & Uncles here and abroad.
Especially from your 2 Guardian Angels above, your  
Grandpas Lautogia Tapusalaia Taula & William Tuna Sr.

Sept 30, 2015

Our lives would not be 
complete without you.
We Love You!!

2

CATHLYN
on receiving your Masters of Science

Walden University

I am so very proud of you. 
Wish I was home to see it but 
know that I am thinking of you. 
Keep reaching for the stars.
I LOVE YOU VERY MUCH.
Mommy Terry and your families 
here and abroad.

CONGRATULATIONS

C M

Y K

C M

Y K

C M

Y K

C M

Y KCRKT’s remarkable Homefront “Field Strip” technology cre-
ated by Hawaii based designer Ken Onion, may be your Dad’s 
future hand me down legacy knife, cherished by generations of 
your family. [photo: Barry Markowitz, 9/28/17]

 COOL COOL COOL Stuff  Stuff  Stuff 

“A huge amount of money 
was given to set up the bank and 
its operations. I believe the com-
munity needs to understand the 
bank’s operations, especially 
the issue of a routing number, 
which we’ve been waiting on 
for quite some time. This infor-
mation needs to get out to the 
community,” Vailoata said.

Rep. Vaetasi Tuumolimoli 
Saena Moliga echoed Vesi’s 
statement about first setting up 
a meeting between members 
of the committee and TBAS, 
before conducting an open 
hearing with representatives at 
the house chamber later on.

Vaetasi said he believes 
there is sensitive information 
that needs to be protected from 
getting out to the public, things 
that have to do with the bank’s 
operations. 

He said the House needs to 
consider the recommendation 
for a closed-door hearing, and 
understands that TBAS is still 
trying to get their operation to 
a high level. He said if the bank 
reveals any information that can 
affect their operations in the 
future, it will defeat the whole 
purpose of trying to establish 

a bank to serve the people of 
American Samoa.

Savali thanked the faipule 
for their concerns and said the 
reason why each committee 
calls hearings, such as the one 
with TBAS, is because House 
members have a lot of questions 
that need to be answered. 

He told lawmakers that if the 
bank does not want to reveal 
any information — because 
they know the information will 
affect their operations — then it 
would be a waste of time to call 
a hearing.

He told representatives that 
the bank is trying to protect 
itself, because there are things 
they are still working on to 
make it better for the people.

In the end, Savali made 
the decision to accept the rec-
ommendation from the bank 
for a closed-door hearing. He 
instructed the vice speaker and 
the Sergeant at Arms to make 
sure no one is allowed inside 
the chamber during the hearing, 
except faipule.

Savali warned the House 
Sergeant, “You will face con-
sequences if something goes 
wrong” at the hearing today.

➧ TBA requests…
Continued from page 6
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High School Fisheries  

Exhibit Contest 
October 18, 2017, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Governor H. Rex Lee Auditorium  
 
The Western Pacific Regional Fishery 
Management Council is holding an exhibit 
competition for public and private high schools 
in American Samoa. The theme of the 
competition is “Fishing: Food. Life. Future.” 
Each school may submit a single entry to 
compete in the contest. Submissions must be a 
three-panel exhibit (similar to a science fair 
display) that explains the different fisheries in 
American Samoa and how they are important to 
the Territory, its villages, families and/or 
individuals. Each group will present its exhibit 
at the Fishers Forum on Wednesday, October 18, 
2017, at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium in 
Utulei. The school with the first-place entry will 
be awarded $600. The second-place entry will 
receive $400, and the third-place entry will 
receive $200. All participating schools will be 
recognized. The deadline to notify Nate Ilaoa 
of your school’s intent to enter the contest is 
October 6, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fishers Forum 
“Fishing: Food. Life. Future.” 

 
October 18, 2017, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Governor H. Rex Lee Auditorium  
 
Visit booths from organizations and companies 
in the fishing industry, fishing community and 
federal and local agencies that manage fisheries 
and marine resources in American Samoa. Hear 
firsthand from American Samoa’s own students 
who have earned marine science bachelor’s 
degrees through the US Pacific Territories 
Fishery Capacity-Building Scholarship and the 
Council-CRAG Scholarship programs; 
Valentine Vaeoso and Diana Kitiona have 
returned from the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo 
to work in American Samoa. Meet the high 
school students who participated in the 
Council’s 2017 Summer High School Marine 
Resources & Management Course. View local 
high school student exhibits and witness the 
exciting award ceremony. Tour a newly repaired 
alia fishing vessel. Join us to learn more about 
American Samoa’s fisheries and their 
importance to the Territory!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pago Pago Open  
Fishing Tournament 

 
October 20, 2017, from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Malaloa Marina, American Samoa 
 
The culmination of the 171st Council Meeting 
will be an open fishing tournament. The Council 
is proud to team up with SOPAC Home and 
Family and Izuo Brothers, Ltd., to host this 
fun tournament to promote fishing in American 
Samoa and highlight the importance of all 
fisheries to the Territory. In keeping with the 
theme of “Fishing: Food. Life. Future.” the 
tournament will have free registration and will 
feature awesome prizes for all participants. 
Prize-winning fish will be donated to Hope 
House Diocese of Samoa to help its mission in 
serving the Territory.  
 

NOTICE OF UPCOMING PUBLIC EVENTS 
These events are part of the 171st meeting of the Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council 

(October 17–19, 2017, at the Gov. H. Rex Lee Auditorium). For more information or to register for an event, 
contact the Council’s island coordinator, Nate Ilaoa, at 731-1855 or via email at nate.ilaoa@wpcouncil.org 

699-5241
699-4727KS MART

WHITE SUNDAY SPECIAL! 
PALDO BOWL SAIMIN 12CT
Chicken ...................................................................... $6.95cs/.75ea
BEEF ........................................................................... $6.95cs/.75ea
CHABAA 12/1L
VALENCIA  .................................................................. $16.80cs/1.40ea
TANGERIN ................................................................... $16.80cs/1.40ea
APPLE ......................................................................... $16.80cs/1.40ea
PACIFIC COCONUT CREAM 24CT ................................ $21.99cs/.99ea
HB FRUIT SALAD 415 ................................................. $1.00ea
HB FRUIT SALAD 825 ................................................. $2.00ea

Corner Kitchen Restaurant is set to reopen on OCTOBER 5th, just in time for WHITE SUNDAY!!
WIN A FREE MEAL!!  Purchase $20 or more or buy a case of ALOHA MAID to get a chance to 

WIN $20 GIFT VOUCHER! 
ENJOY THE NEWLY RENOVATED DINING EXPERIENCE  

at the KORNER KITCHEN RESTAURANT!

SEDAAP SUPREME 48CT ............................................ $8.99cs
SUGAR 20/1K .............................................................. $19.99cs
ENSURE VANILLA 30/8oz ........................................... $31.99cs
ENSURE PLUS VANILLA 30/8oz .................................. $31.99cs
GLUCERNA VANIILA 24/8oz ........................................ $31.99cs
GLUCERNA CHOCOLATE 24/8oz ................................. $31.99cs
SEAWEED 30/3CT ....................................................... $22.50cs/.75ea
SAMOA CHUNK LIGHT TUNA 12CT ............................. $10.99cs/.99ea
SAMOA CHUNK WHITE TUNA 12CT ............................ $11.99cs/1.10ea
POMPANO ................................................................... $2.65/lb
PORKCHOP ................................................................. $1.45/lb
PORK BUTT ................................................................. $1.45/lb
MILK FISH ................................................................... $1.99/lb
CHICKEN LEG .............................................................. $12.50cs

HAPPY WHITE SUNDAY  
FROM THE STAFF AND MANAGEMENT OF KS MART

REOPENING OCTOBER 5th!!

“Something for Everyone”

C M
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Chris Wray was formally 
installed as the new FBI director 
on Thursday in a ceremony 
notable for the absence of the 
man who appointed him: Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

The ceremony in a courtyard 
at FBI headquarters was largely 
a formality since Wray has been 
on the job for about two months. 

But in a reflection of the 
unusual circumstances of the 
event, it took place without 
Trump. 

And Wray’s two direct 
predecessors as FBI director, 
James Comey and Robert 
Mueller, were also absent, 
avoiding potentially uncomfort-
able encounters amid an inves-
tigation that touches the White 
House.

Trump fired Comey in May, 
and Mueller was appointed as 
special counsel the following 
week to oversee an FBI inves-
tigation into potential coordina-
tion between the Trump cam-
paign and Russia to influence 
the outcome of the 2016 presi-
dential election. 

Part of that probe includes 
an investigation into Comey’s 
firing.

Trump’s absence was all the 
more striking given that Presi-
dent Barack Obama attended the 
most recent FBI director instal-
lation ceremony, for Comey in 
2013, and spoke warmly about 
him. 

Neither the Russia investiga-
tion nor a separate FBI probe of 
Hillary Clinton’s email use was 
directly referenced during the 
45-minute ceremony. 

Yet the politics of the event 
were unmistakable, at both 
the podium and in the audi-
ence, which included Deputy 
Attorney General Rod Rosen-
stein, who wrote the memo that 
the White House initially held 
up as justification for Comey’s 
firing. 

“Our mission is simple but 
profound — to protect the 
American people and uphold 
the Constitution. That mission 
hasn’t changed, and it won’t 
change — not as long as I have 
anything to say about it,” Wray 
said.

Speaking in general terms 
about the FBI’s mission, he 
later added, “We’re going to 
follow the facts independently, 
no matter where they lead and 
no matter who likes it.”

Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions, who recused himself 
from the Russia investiga-
tion in March and was later 
involved in Trump’s decision 
to fire Comey, praised Wray as 
“brilliant, hard-working and an 
American patriot.” 

Wray installed as FBI director; 
Trump absent at ceremony 

“We take all 11 of them 
as family members. We have 
invited world famous swimmer 
Bruckner Chase to join us,” 
Leone Empowerment Team 
official Andra Samoa said yes-
terday afternoon. 

Of the eleven Leone resi-
dents who lost their lives in 
the tsunami, two of them were 

children.  Tomorrow, the 
Rotary Club of Pago Pago and 
Hawaiian Airlines will host 
the annual Memorial Remem-
brance Service for the victims’ 
immediate family members at 
the Tsunami Memorial Family 
Picnic Shelter at Lions Park in 
Tafuna. The program starts at 
11:30a.m.
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TSM MART
699-6312

FROZEN
•	 CHICKEN	LEG	BROWN	–	20LB	.................... $12.95/cs
•	 LAMB	FLAP................................................. $3.95/lb
•	 BONELESS	BEEF	......................................... 2.99/lb
•	 CORNED	BEEF	BRISKET	............................. $3.30/lb
•	 BEEF	TOP	SIRLOIN	COM	............................. $4.20/lb
•	 SMOKE	PICNIC	HAM	................................... $1.50/lb
•	 PORK	CHOPS	B/IN	...................................... $1.50/lb
•	 SWAII	STEAK	.............................................. $4.00/pk
•	 POMPANO	FISH	.......................................... $2.70/lb	
•	 MILK	FISH	................................................... $1.50/lb
•	 FRENCH	FRIES	............................................ $4.99/pk
•	 BAR	S	BACON	............................................. $4.10/pk
•	 BAR	S	CHOPPED	HAM	-	5LB	...................... $9.95/pc
•	 BAR	S	CHOPPED	HAM	-	10LB	.................... $19.95/pc
•	 HOFFY	SAUSAGE	LS	-	5LB	......................... $5.95/pk
•	 HOFFY	SAUSAGE	-	10LB	............................. $12.95/cs
•	 CHICKEN	WING	MIS	CUT	............................ $2.45/lb
•	 WHOLE	DUCK	.............................................. 2.45/lb
•	 POCINO	MEATBALL	.................................... $4.10/lb
•	 CRAB	MEAT	-	2.5LB	................................... $4.10/pk
•	 CRAB	FLAKES	-	2.5LB	................................ $4.10/pk
•	 ICE	CREAM	-	1.5	......................................... $8.99
•	 EGG	MEDIUM	.............................................. $1.25/dz

DRY ITEMS
•	 SMART	MILK	.............................................. $14.99/cs
•	 FULL	CREAM	MILK	..................................... $14.95/cs
•	 REAL	FRESH	MILK	...................................... $16.95/cs
•	 DIAMOND	RICE	50LB	.................................. $23.95/bg
•	 GOLDEN	STATE	RICE	-	50LB	....................... $22.95/bg
•	 SUN	WHITE	RICE	-	50LB	............................. $23.95/bg
•	 LIPTON	-	50CT	............................................ $2.95/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	16OZ	................................... $1.65/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	24oz	.................................... $2.30/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	48oz	.................................... $3.90/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	64oz	.................................... $7.50/pc
•	 WESSON	OIL	-	1GAL	................................... $10.05/pc
•	 OIL	-	5GAL	.................................................. $24.95/pc
•	 SF	FLOUR	-	2LB	.......................................... $1.20/pk
•	 SF	FLOUR	-	5LB	.......................................... $2.50/pk
•	 SF	FLOUR	-	10LB	........................................ $4.99/pk
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	13.5oz	.......................... $1.25/pc
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	24oz	............................. $1.80/pc
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	44.5oz	.......................... $2.99/pc
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	64OZ	............................ $3.75/pc
•	 HUNTS	KETCHUP	-	7LB	.............................. $5.10/pc
•	 BF	MAYONNAISE	-	8OZ	.............................. $1.75/pc
•	 BF	MAYONNAISE	-	15	OZ	........................... $2.65/pc
•	 BF	MAYONNAISE	-	30OZ	............................ $	4.65/pc
•	 BF	MAYONNAISE-		48	OZ	........................... $6.55/pc
•	 BF	MAYONNAISE	-	64	OZ	........................... $8.10/pc
•	 BF	MAYONNAISE	-	1GAL	............................ $12.50/pc
•	 GRAN	BAR	OATS	&	HONEY	......................... $2.75/pk

VISIT TSM 2ND FLOOR FOR ALL  
SCHOOL SUPPLIES ITEMS

TSM SPECIAL
Now until Sunday 10/01/17

Employment Opportunity
Samoa Sporex Inc

URGENT - We need an experienced Waitress and 
Security Guard with Social Security and Health Card. 

We are located along Tafuna Airport Road across Island 
Pizza. Call and inquire to us @ 699-6231 or 699-5245.

O&O INC. CAR RENTAL
PO Box 3897, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Located in Nu’uuli (O&O Inc. Wholesale)

Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 
(258-4563) or Tafa Leaupepe 

Office:  699-4484 • Fax:  699-2307
Email:  Rentals@ooeinc.com

2015 Kia Sedona 
Automatic

2010 Toyota Tundra 
Automatic (White Truck)

2016 Toyota Corolla 
Automatic (White Car)2013 Hyundai Sonata 

Automatic (Red Car)

*NEW*
$120 Daily

$90 
Daily Rate

$80 
Daily Rate

$90 
Daily Rate

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— A massive new rock fall 
hit Yosemite National Park 
on Thursday, cracking with a 
thundering roar off the iconic 
El Capitan rock formation and 
sending huge plumes of white 
dust surging through the valley 
floor below. It was not imme-
diately clear if there were new 
casualties, a day after another 
slab dropped from El Capitan, 
killing a British climber and 
injuring a second.

Ken Yager, president 
and founder of the Yosemite 
Climbing Association, said he 
witnessed the most recent rock 
fall that appeared to be “sub-
stantially bigger” than the ear-
lier one. Driving past the base 
of El Capitan, Yager said he 
saw the dust cloud and emer-
gency workers rushing to the 
scene. Images posted on social 
media showed a massive cloud 
of thick dust spreading across 
Yosemite Valley. Climber Ryan 
Sheridan had just reached the 
top of El Capitan, a 7,569-foot 
(2,307 meter) formation, when 
the rock slide let loose below 

him Thursday.
“There was so much smoke 

and debris,” he said by cell-
phone from the top of El Cap-
itan. “It filled the entire valley 
with smoke.”

Sheridan had also climbed 
up El Capitan a day ear-
lier, when the first rock slide 
occurred and said this one was 
huge in comparison.

“It was in the same loca-
tion of the previous rock fall. A 
larger rock fall let loose, easily 
three times the size,” Sheridan 
said.

Yosemite said on its Twitter 
page that the park was closing 
a road on the north side of the 
park because of the rock fall. 
Officials advised visitors to use 
the southern access road.

The massive granite slab 
that fell Wednesday was seen 
as a rare event — but only 
because the rock fall turned 
deadly, longtime climbers said 
Thursday.

Rocks at the world-renowned 
park’s climbing routes break 
loose and crash down about 80 
times a year. 

Climber: Rock fall strikes 
Yosemite for a second day 

➧ Tsunami 2009…
Continued from page 4
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ARRIVALS!
Yamaha DGX 230  
Portable Grand Piano!

Yamaha YPG 235 Digital Piano

Voco-Pro UFH 8800 Wireless Mic System

•	 76	Keys
•	 30	built	in	Songs	with	70	more	on	

instructional	CD
•	 USB/	Flash	Drive	Compatible
•	 Perfect	for	aufaipese	and	churches!
•	 Stand	&	Adaptor	included

•	 76keys
•	 Perfect	for	the	professional	or	

the	starter	pianist!
•	 Includes	education	CD	ROM	

and	30	songs	built	in
•	 Includes	a	Grand		

Piano	Mode
•	 USB/Flash	Drive		

Compatible
•	 Stand	&	Adaptor	included
•	 Priced	to	sell!

•	 Perfect	for	churches,	dj	systems,	or	to	add		
to	your	personal	PA	system.

•	 8	Wireless	mics	and	receiver,	with	8		
different	channels	–	Excellent	Clear	Sound!

•	 Include	with	A	hard	cover	carrying	case		
for	storage,	transport,	and	protection.

While Supplies Last!  

Come see us in Gataivai – Jessop Building or call 633-2490
 Sight N Sound “For all your Music Needs”

design firm has been selected 
to complete the architectural 
engineering and drawings of 
the Fono buildings. Approved 
plans will be implemented con-
current to design. 

The next project with the 
highest balance, of $646,215, is 
the shipyard railway improve-
ments, which was allocated $1 
million for among other things, 
repairs and improved railway 
services at the shipyard; and 
facilitate repairs for larger ves-
sels, such as purse seiners and 
longliners, at the 3,000 tonnage 
slipway, as well as repairs to 
the 1,000 tonnage slipway for 
smaller and medium size ves-
sels to include yachts, alias and 
other types of smaller boats.

Some of the projects whose 
funding allocations have been 
fully expended, include the 

$13.5 million for the Territo-
rial Bank of American Samoa; 
$2.96 million in financial assis-
tance to LBJ Medical Center; 
$8.1 million for ASPA renew-
able projects — which includes 
the solar parks on Ofu and Ta’u 
islands; and more than $11 mil-
lion for two previous ASG loans 
from the ASG Employees’ 
Retirement Fund.

The report also summarizes 
bond compliance measures, 
which include anti-deficiency 
law concurrence; quarterly and 
mid-year analysis of revenues 
and expenditures, and budget 
adjustment if necessary; reduce 
allocated budgets to align with 
cash collection; aggressively 
recruit a comptroller; and 
address financial reports on 
time, 210 days after fiscal year 
ends.

Congresswoman Amata met with Congressman Glenn Thompson of Pennsylvania to discuss 
American Samoa’s agriculture.  [photo: courtesy]

➧ ASEDA bond sale…
Continued from page 2

NEW QUALIFICAtIONS 
AddRESS SkILLS GAP IN 

tOURISM INdUStRy
The development of new 

Samoa Qualifications (SQs) 
in Tourism and Hospitality 
addresses the shortage of skilled 
workers and existing gaps in the 
tourism industry. 

The Samoa Qualifications 
Authority (SQA) will launch the 
new SQs in Tourism and Hospi-
tality at the Millenia Hotel fale, 
on Friday, Sept. 29, 2017. 

A total of 112 National 
Competency Standards (NCSs) 
which have been packaged 
into twelve SQs were devel-
oped based on feedback pro-
vided by various employers in 
the tourism sector with tech-
nical advice from the Sector 
Advisory Group (SAG). The 
qualifications are now regis-
tered on the Samoa Qualifica-
tions Framework (SQF) after 
satisfying the requirements for 
registration. 

 The development of the 
SQs in Tourism and Hospitality 
started in 2013 with the support 
of the Samoa-Australia Partner-
ship for Development under 
the TVET Support Programme 
coordinated by SQA.

In 2013, the Tourism and 
Hospitality sector Needs 
Analysis Report identified the 
shortage of skilled workers 
ranging from management to 
laborer positions as barriers to 
the growth of the industry. 

The report concluded with 
consultations with stakeholders 
that affirmed the need for skilled 
workers in the different areas of 
the industry. 

Furthermore, “these have 
collectively indicated a need 
to focus on the major areas in 
hospitality, as well as manage-
ment and tour guiding from the 
tourism side of the industry,” 
stated the report. 

“However, for all these 
areas to provide efficient and 

better quality services it is 
essential for all employees of 
the industry (current and pro-
spective) to possess the ability 
to be able to read, write, listen 
to, take notes and communicate 
fluently in English.” The report 
also recommended that NCSs 
should be developed for the 
Tourism and Hospitality sector 
to cater for the skills needed by 
various stakeholders in order 
for the industry to progress and 
maintain its place as the highest 
export earner for Samoa.

The newly developed SQs 
target everyone including those 
without qualifications wanting 
to pursue careers in Tourism 
and Hospitality.  The qualifica-
tions help to document existing 
knowledge and skills to further 
anyone’s career in the industry.

The new SQs registered on 
the SQF are:  

Samoa Certificates I – IV 
Tourism 

Samoa Certificates I – IV 
Hospitality 

Samoa Certificates I – IV 
Kitchen Operations/Commer-
cial Cookery   

[Source: Samoa Qualifica-
tions Authority]
AMAtA WORkS tO PRO-

MOtE AGRICULtURE 
ANd SMALL bUSINESSES

Washington, D.C. – 
Thursday, Sept. 28, 2017 -  
Congresswoman Aumua Amata 
was pleased to participate in a 
bipartisan Small Business Com-
mittee Roundtable discussion 
focused on the needs of small 
businesses, and also met with 
Congressman Glenn Thompson 
of Pennsylvania to highlight the 
agricultural needs of American 
Samoa.“It was a real pleasure 
meeting with Congressman 
Glenn Thompson to highlight 
the status of American Samoan 
agriculture,” said Aumua 
Amata. “I appreciate his exper-
tise on agricultural matters and 
his interest in American Samoa, 

Pacific Island 
News in Brief

(Continued on page 11)
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Congresswoman Amata 
joined a bipartisan congres-
sional delegation of the island 
territories insisting on financing 
and assistance for disasters 
affecting U.S. territories that 
is equitable with the states, 
including the current disaster in 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, and any future events in 
any U.S. territories. 

“Our thoughts are with 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands as they recover from 
the immense damage of these 
hurricanes, and we remember 
our time of need in 2009 after 
the tsunami. We stand together 
in support for the financial 
resources they need now, and 
equitable disaster response solu-
tions for the territories always,” 
said Congresswoman Aumua 
Amata.

Congresswomen Madeleine 
Z. Bordallo (D-GU) and Stacey 
Plaskett (D-USVI) and Resi-
dent Commissioner Jenniffer 
González-Colón (R-PR) led a 
letter seeking fair and robust 
federal emergency assistance 
for the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Puerto Rico, and all U.S. territo-
ries affected by natural disasters 
in any emergency-relief bills.

The bipartisan letter was 
sent to House Speaker Ryan, 
Democratic Leader Pelosi, and 
the relevant House committees 
for federal emergency assis-

tance. All five House members 
representing the U.S. territories 
co-signed the letter, as well as 
Rep. Norma J. Torres (CA-35), 
the top Democrat on the House 
Natural Resources Subcom-
mittee with jurisdiction over 
matters related to territories and 
other insular areas.

“We seek a firm commit-
ment that the House provide 
fair and robust emergency 
assistance to U.S. territories 
devastated by natural disasters 
in any bills considered for the 
remainder of the Congress. The 
4.5 million Americans living in 
the territories deserve no less. I 
am encouraged by recent state-
ments from Republican lead-
ership pledging emergency 
assistance for the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Puerto Rico, as they 
recover from these devastating 
hurricanes,” said Congress-
woman Madeleine Z. Bordallo 
(D-Guam).

“As we all know, Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria left massive 
devastation in their wake, and 
the ongoing situation in the 
Virgin Islands remains dire. 
Congress must do our part when 
it comes to the recovery effort 
and that calls for much more 
effort and a much more vig-
orous investment,” said Con-
gresswoman Stacey Plaskett 
(D-USVI).

 “Hurricanes Irma and 

Maria have been a disaster for 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.   Currently, the islands 
have little or no reliable elec-
tricity, limited refrigeration, and 
very little gasoline and diesel 
fuel. Homes and businesses 
have been destroyed. For most 
of the islands’ residents the 
situation is dire. Congress must 
approve an aid package that is 
commensurate with the level of 
devastation and be certain that 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands have equal access to all 
federal disaster relief programs, 
just like the citizens of the 
mainland United States,” said 
Resident Commissioner Jen-
niffer González-Colón (R-PR).

 “As Ranking Member of the 
House Natural Resources Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, I am proud to stand 
with the House Members repre-
senting the territories to ask for 
equal disaster-relief treatment 
for U.S. territories that states 
receive. Americans that live in 
the territories need access to the 
same types of federal resources, 
assistance, programs, grants, 
and long-term recovery funds in 
order to begin rebuilding their 
lives and economy,” said Con-
gresswoman Norma J. Torres 
(D-CA).

 “Our thoughts are with 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands as they recover from 
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Office locations: Taufusi next to Maria’s
Pharmacy - Ph(685)30005 | Fagalii airport
terminal - Ph (685)30007 | Faleolo airport

terminal - Ph (685)7530003 | Tafuna
airport terminal - Ph (684)6993002 |
Nukualofa Tonga: c/- Jones Travel
Ph(676)26110 and Palu Aviation

Ph(676)21111

Book online, at your favourite Travel
Agent or at any of our offices.

E:  enquiries@talofaairways.com
W: www.talofaairways.com
F: Talofa Airways

Congressional delegation seeks equal 
federal disaster relief for US territories
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New Guinea Chief 489 10/10      --- 10/15 10/15
Cap Taputapu 034 10/26      --- 10/31 10/31
New Guinea Chief 490 11/11      --- 11/16 11/16
Cap Taputapu 035 11/27      --- 12/02 12/02
New Guinea Chief 491 12/13      --- 12/18 12/18
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New Guinea Chief 489    TBA  09/28 09/30 10/10    --- 10/15 10/15
Cap Taputapu 034    TBA  10/13 10/15 10/26    --- 10/31 10/31
New Guinea Chief 490    TBA  10/29 10/31 11/11    --- 11/16 11/16
Cap Taputapu 035    TBA  11/14 11/16 11/27    --- 12/02 12/02
New Guinea Chief 491    TBA  11/30 12/02 12/13    --- 12/18 12/18

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Nearly 300 species of fish, mus-
sels and other sea critters hitch-
hiked across the Pacific Ocean 
on debris from the 2011 Japa-
nese tsunami, washing ashore 
alive in the United States, 
researchers reported Thursday.

It is the largest and longest 
marine migration ever docu-
mented, outside experts and 
the researchers said. The sci-
entists and colleagues combed 
the beaches of Washington, 
Oregon, California, British 
Columbia, Alaska and Hawaii 
and tracked the species to their 
Japanese origins. Their arrival 
could be a problem if the critters 
take root, pushing out native 
species, the study authors said 
in Thursday’s journal Science.

“It’s a bit of what we call 
ecological roulette,” said lead 
author James Carlton, a marine 
sciences professor at Williams 
College, in Williamstown, 
Massachusetts.

It will be years before sci-
entists know if the 289 Japa-
nese species thrive in their new 
home and crowd out natives. 
The researchers roughly esti-
mated that a million creatures 
traveled 4,800 miles (7,725 
kilometers) across the Pacific 
Ocean to reach the West Coast, 
including hundreds of thou-
sands of mussels.

Invasive species is a major 
problem worldwide with plants 

and animals thriving in areas 
where they don’t naturally live. 
Marine invasions in the past 
have hurt native farmed shell-
fish, eroded the local ecosystem, 
caused economic losses and 
spread disease-carrying spe-
cies, said Bella Galil, a marine 
biologist with the Steinhardt 
Museum of Natural History in 
Tel Aviv, Israel, who wasn’t 
part of the study.

A magnitude 9 earthquake 
off the coast of Japan triggered 
a tsunami on March 11, 2011, 
that swept boats, docks, buoys 
and other man-made materials 
into the Pacific. The debris 
drifted east with an armada of 
living creatures, some that gave 
birth to new generations while 
at sea.

“The diversity was some-
what jaw-dropping,” Carlton 
said. “Mollusks, sea anemones, 
corals, crabs, just a wide variety 
of species, really a cross-section 
of Japanese fauna.”

The researchers collected 
and analyzed the debris that 
reached the West Coast and 
Hawaii over the last five years, 
with new pieces arriving 
Wednesday in Washington. The 
debris flowed across the North 
Pacific current, as other objects 
do from time to time, before it 
moved north with the Alaska 
current or south with the Cali-
fornia current. Most hit Oregon 
and Washington.

Sea critters hitchhiked across 
the Pacific on tsunami debris

(Continued on page 11)
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AMERICAN SAMOA LEGAL AID, INC.
Letialua  Building, Second Floor 

P.O. Box 5984
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

Telephone: 684-633-3300  •  Fax: 684-633-3303

ASLA is an equal opportunity employer.  

EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY: ASLA STAFF ATTORNEY
The American Samoa Legal Aid, Inc.(“ASLA”) is seeking to employ one full-time attorney on a three 
year contract for our non-profit law firm that provides free civil legal services to low-income residents of 
American Samoa.
About the Position:
ASLA is interested in an attorney with legal experience in handling Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, 
Date Violence, and Stalking cases. ASLA will also consider applicant’s experience in handling cases in 
Family Law, Housing, Administrative Law, Immigration, Consumer, Social Security, Public Benefits and 
Veteran Benefits.     
Responsibilities:  

• Provide effective legal advice and representation of ASLA clients.
• Perform work assigned by the Executive Director.
• Comply with applicable Legal Services Corporation regulations in 45 CFR Part 1600 et. seq.
• Adhere to ASLA Board and Office policies. 
• Comply with ASLA U.S. Department of Justice Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating 

Violence, Stalking program grant guidelines.
• Articulate ASLA’s mission in the legal community, judiciary, government, nonprofit organizations 

and the community at large.
Requirements:

• Admitted or being admitted to practice law in American Samoa.
• Possess the highest ethical standards.
• Five years experience as an attorney practicing law in American Samoa or the U.S.A. or Samoa.
• Familiarity with Legal Services Corporation regulations is preferable.
• Possess excellent communication skills. Ability to speak and write both in English and Samoan  

will be favorably considered.
• Excellent computer skills.
• Familiarity with the PIKA case management system is preferable.
• Value diversity and be culturally competent.
• Ability to work well together with the Board, Executive Director and support staff to fulfill the  

ASLA mission and Strategic Plan action goals.
• Demonstrate a commitment to serve low-income residents.

Starting Salary:
• Depends on experience, salary in the range of $42,000-48,000 per year for full-time attorney 

plus generous leave benefits.
Applicants:  Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Deadline for applications is 
Monday 10/16/17 at noon. Interested candidates should submit a letter expressing why they are 
interested in the position of ASLA Staff Attorney as well as what they believe they can contribute to the 
future of the program and its client community. The letter should be accompanied by a current resume 
with the names and contact information of three references. Application  letter and resume should  be  
submitted electronically via email in Microsoft Word format to ASLA Executive Director Fainu’ulelei 
L.P.F. Ala’ilima-Utu at the following email address:Fautu@aslegalaid.org. 

and I enjoyed the chance to dis-
cuss what he saw of our island 
agriculture in his visit to Amer-
ican Samoa early this year.”

Rep. Thompson serves as 
vice chairman of the Committee 
on Agriculture, and Chairman of 
its Subcommittee on Nutrition. 
He traveled to American Samoa 
in February to directly observe 
more about the economy and 
agriculture of the islands.

“I appreciate today’s Round-
table discussion and the inno-
vative thinking of the entrepre-

neurs that were there to share 
ideas,” said Aumua Amata. 
“I’m pleased that through the 
Small Business Committee we 
have opportunities to refine 
small business priorities in 
Congress.”

Specifically, the Roundtable 
heard directly from small busi-
ness leaders on the topic of 
Private Sector Entrepreneurial 
Development Initiatives. 
More information is available 
here from the Small Business 
Committee.

This illustration provided by Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) shows the proposed giant telescope 
on Mauna Kea on Hawaii’s Big Island. A long-running effort to build one of the world’s largest 
telescopes on the mountain sacred to Native Hawaiians is moving forward after a key approval 
Thursday, Sept. 28, 2017, reopening divisions over a project that promises revolutionary views into 
the heavens but has drawn impassioned protests over the impact to a spiritual place. Hawaii’s land 
board granted a construction permit for the $1.4 billion Thirty Meter Telescope atop the state’s tallest 
mountain, called Mauna Kea, but opponents vowed to keep fighting. Protesters willing to be arrested 
were successful in blocking construction in the past.  (Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) via AP)

➧ Pacific briefs…
Continued from page 9

HONOLULU (AP) — A 
long-running effort to build one 
of the world’s largest telescopes 
on a mountain sacred to Native 
Hawaiians is moving forward 
after a key approval Thursday, 
reopening divisions over a 
project that promises revolu-
tionary views into the heavens 
but has drawn impassioned pro-
tests over the impact to a spiri-
tual place. Hawaii’s land board 
granted a construction permit 
for the $1.4 billion Thirty Meter 
Telescope atop the state’s tallest 
mountain, called Mauna Kea, 
but opponents likely would 
appeal the decision to the state 
Supreme Court. Protesters 
willing to be arrested were suc-
cessful in blocking construction 
in the past. “For the Hawaiian 
people, I have a message: This 
is our time to rise as a people,” 
said Kahookahi Kanuha, a pro-
test leader. “This is our time to 
take back all of the things that 
we know are ours. All the things 
that were illegally taken from 
us.” Telescope officials don’t 
have any immediate construc-
tion plans and will consider its 
next steps, said Scott Ishikawa, 

a project spokesman. Officials 
previously have said they want 
to resume building in 2018.

“In moving forward, we will 
listen respectfully to the com-
munity in order to realize the 
shared vision of Mauna Kea 
as a world center for Hawaiian 
culture, education and science,” 
TMT International Observatory 
Board Chairman Henry Yang 
said in a statement.

Richard Ha, a Native 
Hawaiian farmer who supports 
the project, urged opponents to 
avoid confrontation.

“The possibility of getting 
the best telescope in the world 
... I don’t feel is the right battle 
to fight,” he said. “It will hurt 
our own people.”

While opponents say con-
structing the telescope will des-
ecrate Mauna Kea, supporters 
tout the instrument’s ability to 
provide long-term educational 
and economic opportunities.

“This was one of the most 
difficult decisions this board 
has ever made,” state Board of 
Land and Natural Resources 
Chairwoman Suzanne Case said 
in a statement.

Telescope on land 
sacred to Native Hawai-

ians moves forward 

the immense damage of these 
hurricanes, and we remember 
our time of need in 2009 after 
the tsunami. We stand together 
in support for the financial 
resources they need now, and 
equitable disaster response 
solutions for the territories 
always,” said Congresswoman 
Aumua Amata (R-AS).

 “Federal assistance to the 
Marianas following Typhoon 
Soudelor was equivalent to 
the help that any other part 
of the United States receives 
from FEMA and SBA and all 
the other federal agencies that 
respond to disaster. We are very 
grateful for that response; and 
we believe that Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands deserve no 
less now in their time of crisis,” 
said Congressman Kilili Sablan 
(D-CNMI). 

 In the letter, all 5 House 
Members representing the ter-

ritories and Ranking Member 
Torres also pledged they stand 
ready to support additional 
federal emergency assis-
tance for hurricane victims 
and subsequent natural disas-
ters impacting U.S. territories. 
FEMA Administrator Brock 
Long and House Appropria-
tions Committee Rodney P. 
Frelinghuysen (R-NJ) and 
Ranking Member Nita M. 
Lowey (D-NY) were copied on 
the letter.

 Congresswoman Bordallo 
is the dean of the House del-
egation from the territories and 
a senior member of the House 
Natural Resources Committee, 
where she holds the federal 
government accountable for its 
special responsibility to Guam 
and other the U.S. territories.

[Source: Congresswoman 
Aumua Amata’s Office, Wash-
ington DC]

➧ Congressional…
Continued from page 10
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SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — The Trump administra-
tion declared Thursday that its 
relief efforts in Puerto Rico are 
succeeding, but people on the 
island said help was scarce and 
disorganized while food sup-
plies dwindled in some remote 
towns eight days after Hurri-
cane Maria devastated the U.S. 
territory of 3.4 million people.

President Donald Trump 
cleared the way for more sup-
plies to head to Puerto Rico by 
issuing a 10-day waiver of fed-
eral restrictions on foreign ships 
delivering cargo to the island. 
And House Speaker Paul Ryan 
said the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s disaster 
relief account would get a $6.7 
billion boost by the end of the 
week. Acting Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Elaine Duke 
declared that “the relief effort is 
under control.”

“It is really a good news 
story, in terms of our ability to 
reach people,” she told reporters 
in the White House driveway.

Outside the capital, San 
Juan, people said that was far 
from the truth.

“I have not received any 
help, and we ran out of food 
yesterday,” said Mari Olivo, a 
27-year-old homemaker whose 

husband was pushing a shop-
ping cart with empty plastic 
gallon jugs while their two chil-
dren, 9 and 7, each toted a large 
bucket. They stood in line in a 
parking lot in the town of Bay-
amon near the hard-hit northern 
coast, where local police used 
hoses to fill up containers from 
a city water truck.

“I have not seen any federal 
help around here,” said Javier 
San Miguel, a 51-year-old 
accountant.

Trump tweeted later: 
“FEMA & First Responders are 
doing a GREAT job in Puerto 
Rico.” He also took issue with 
media coverage of the admin-
istration’s response, writing: 
“Wish press would treat fairly!”

Sen. Bill Nelson, a Florida 
Democrat, called for the U.S. 
military to immediately pro-
vide security and distribution 
of aid in remote areas. “As was 
said after Hurricane Andrew: 
‘Where the hell is the cavalry?’” 
he said in a statement.

Earlier in the day, Presi-
dential spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders said 10,000 
government workers, including 
more than 7,000 troops, were 
helping Puerto Rico recover.

The U.S. military was 
sending a three-star general to 

Puerto Rico to help direct the 
hurricane response. Lt. Gen. 
Jeff Buchanan, commander of 
U.S. Army North, was set to 
arrive Thursday to assess the 
situation so that the military 
can provide the highest possible 
level of support, Northern Com-
mand spokesman John Cornelio 
said.

In the town of San Lorenzo, 
about 40 miles west of the 
capital, people walked through 
calf-high water to get supplies 
because the bridge over the 
Manati river outside town was 
washed away in the storm.

San Lorenzo residents are 
collecting spring water to drink 
and taking turns cooking food 
for each other because resi-
dents are running low on basic 
supplies.

“Just like God helps us, we 
help each other,” said resident 
Noemi Santiago, weeping. 
“Here one person makes food 
one day, another makes it the 
other day, so that the food that 
we have goes further.”

FEMA, which is leading the 
relief effort, has sent 150 con-
tainers filled with relief supplies 
to the port of San Juan since the 
hurricane struck on Sept. 20, 
said Omar Negron, director of 
Puerto Rico’s Ports Authority. 

Puerto Ricans say US 
relief efforts failing them 

A municipal government worker fills containers with drinking 
water for residents outside the Juan Ramon Loubriel stadium in 
the wake of Hurricane Maria in Bayamon, Puerto Rico, Thursday, 
Sept. 28, 2017. The aftermath of the powerful storm has resulted 
in a near-total shutdown of the U.S. territory‚Äôs economy that 
could last for weeks and has many people running seriously low 
on cash and worrying that it will become even harder to survive 
on this storm-ravaged island.  (AP Photo/Carlos Giusti)
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

PROCLAMATION

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

WHEREAS, Drug and alcohol use in the territory of American Samoa poses a significant threat to the future of our children, our people and our territory; and
WHEREAS, the percentage of students reporting to have used drugs for the first time before the age of 13 increased to 9% in 2015 from 4.7% in 1993; and
WHEREAS, the percentage of students reported to have used methamphetamines (ICE) increased to 11.2% in 2015 from 5.7% in 2007; and
WHEREAS, the percentage of students reported to have ever used any form of cocaine increased to 11.2% in 2015 from 3.9% in 1993; and
WHEREAS, thirty-three (33) out of every hundred (100) students reported that they were offered, sold, or given drugs on school property; and
WHEREAS, Many of our children and our people are risking their health and future because of drug and alcohol use; and
WHEREAS, the effects of drug and alcohol use are reflected in the increasing reports of drug and alcohol related crimes and the upsurge of other social ills; and
WHEREAS, less obvious and yet pervasive are the personal tragedies which destroy a person, family or community and which may cause the loss of a job, disruption of 
schooling and the loss of our territory’s productive capacity; and
WHEREAS, every day there are positive examples proving that recovery from alcohol and substance use disorders is possible; and
WHEREAS, simultaneously many are struggling with and are vulnerable to the disease of alcohol and drug addition; and
WHEREAS, when these effected and powerless individuals who are family members, friends, neighbors are unable to get help our families, our villages, our churches, 
our government and our territory are not as strong as they can be; and
WHEREAS, the burden is on all of us to help our loved ones seek life-saving services when needed and steer and encourage them to access services to move them toward 
recovery; and
WHEREAS, Drug use and substance disorder is a disease of the brain and the many misconceptions surrounding this illness create harmful stigmas that discourage 
individuals from seeking the treatment they need; and
WHEREAS, by treating drug and substance use disorders as seriously as other medical disorders, with an emphasis on prevention and treatment, people can recover; and
WHEREAS, family support is vital in our fight to deter the spread of this crippling disease and is a significant element in the pathway to recovery; and
WHEREAS, this disease can touch any individual indiscriminate of age, gender, religion, social standing, economic or financial status, or nationality thus necessitating 
that a priority be placed on the development of effective strategies to combat its propagation; and
WHEREAS, we are promoting evidence-based health and safety initiatives that aim to prevent drug use, increase opportunities for early intervention and integrated 
treatment in health care, and support recovery; and
WHEREAS, in response to the growing opioid overdose epidemic, we must identify and highlight tools that can help reduce drug use and overdose, such as evidence-
based prevention programs, prescription drug take back events, medication-assisted treatment for people with opioid use disorders, and the overdose reversal drug 
naloxone; and
WHEREAS, we have demonstrated our commitment and our resolve by investing one million dollars ($1 million) to support programs that help with interdiction, 
prevention, rehabilitation and restoring productive life for those afflicted with this disease; and
WHEREAS, substance abuse disrupts our families, schools, and communities and limits the success of young people across our territory along with destruction of 
relationships and stands in the way of academic achievement; and
WHEREAS, every day, hundreds of young people try drugs or alcohol for the first time, and for many, this decision will have a profound impact on their health and well-
being; and
WHEREAS, preventing substance use before it begins is the most effective way to eliminate the damage caused by drugs and the abuse of alcohol; and
WHEREAS, substance use impacts everyone, and each of us can play a part in helping the next generation make choices that support physical, mental, behavioral, and 
emotional health; and
WHEREAS, parents, mentors, and community members can model a healthy lifestyle and should talk with kids early and often about the dangers of drug and alcohol 
use as an integral element of our territorial drug control strategy.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, LOLO MATALASI MOLIGA, Governor of the Territory of American Samoa, do hereby proclaim October 2017 as the start of the Territory’s 
Comprehensive Drug Control Initiative aimed to deter, prevent, and control substance and alcohol abuse which shall be administered and managed by the American 
Samoa Drug Control Commission with a membership comprised of Religious Leaders Government Leaders, Traditional Leaders, Business, Community Organizations 
and all relevant stakeholders.
I call upon all residents of American Samoa to engage in appropriate programs and activities orchestrated by the American Samoa Drug Control Commission to 
promote comprehensive substance abuse prevention efforts within our community.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, fully recognizing and 
taking combative action against the disease that can touch any individual in any community and robs our children of their future and severely weakens the capacity of 
our Territory.

UNVEILING OF THE TERRITORY’S DRUG, OPIODS, ALCOHOL PREVENTION, 
INTERDICTION, CONTROL, TREATMENT AND RECOVERY INITIATIVE
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tusia Ausage Fausia
I le avea ai o le mataupu i 

tagata mai fafo o lo o ulufale 
mai ma nonofo fa’asolitulafono 
i Amerika Samoa, o se tasi o 
fa’afitauli o lo o fa’aauau pea 
ona fetaia’i ma le malo talu mai 
le tele o tausaga ua mavae, ua 
fa’atulaga ai loa e le faigamalo 
se isi auala fou ina ia mafai ai 
ona foia lenei fa’afitauli, ae 
mafai ai ona toe fa’afo’i i latou 
nei i o latou atunu’u na malaga 
mai ai.

Na faamanino e le Loia 
Sili i se iloiloga sa faia i luma 
o le Komiti o Tulafono ma 
Fa’amasinoga a le maota o sui i 
le vaiaso nei e fa’apea, o le auala 
lea ua amata galulue fa’atasi ai 
le malo, o le fa’alauiloa lea o le 
lisi o tagata uma ua ova aso ma 
faalauiloa i le nusipepa, atoa ai 
ma le tuu atu i le Ofisa o Leoleo, 
ina ia fa’a faigofie ai ona maua 
i latou nei ma toe fa’afo’i i o 

latou atunu’u.
Na taua e ni isi o afioga i 

Faipule sa auai i le iloiloga 
ma le Loia Sili e fa’apea, o le 
fa’afitauli i tagata mai fafo o 
lo o nonofo fa’asolitulafono i 
Amerika Samoa, ua avea ma 
avega mamafa i le malo, ona o 
lo o alu pea tupe ma auaunaga 
a le malo mo i latou nei ma o 
latou aiga, ae le o i ai sa latou 
sao mo le malo i tulaga o lafoga 
ma soo se atina’e.

O le afioga i le ali’i faipule ia 
Manumaua W. Wilson na fesi-
ligia le Loia Sili, poo ai e gafa 
ma le totogiina o le pasese a le 
tagata ua maua o lo o ova aso e 
toe fo’i ai i lona atunu’u, ae pe i 
ai fo’i se mafua’aga e ala ai ona 
faigata le toe fa’afo’iina atu o i 
latou nei i o latou atunu’u.

Na taua e Talauega Eleasalo 
Ale e fa’apea, o le fa’afitauli e 
mafua ai ona faigata le sailiina o 
i latou ua ova aso o lo o nonofo 
ai i le atunu’u, e le o lava le 
aufaigaluega latou te fa’atinoina 
lea gaioiga.

Talu ai la le to’a laiti o 
le aufaigaluega, ua mafai ai 
ona galulue faatasi le Ofisa o 
Femalagaaiga, Loia Sili, Ofisa 
o Leoleo, Ofisa o le Puipuiga 
o le Saogalemu Faalotoifale, 
aemaise ai o le Ofisa o Mataupu 
Tau Samoa, i le tau sailiina mai 
lea o i latou ua ova aso ma toe 
faafoi i o latou atunu’u.

O ni isi o fuafuaga ua amata 
ona fa’atulaga, o le a saunia 
se lisi mo i latou uma lava 
e mae’a le aoga o pemita na 
malaga mai ai i masina ta’itasi, 
ona fa’asalalau lea i luga o 
le nusipepa ina ia faigofie ai 
ona silasila i ai le atunu’u ma 
fa’ailoa atu nuu ma nofoaga o 
loo nonofo ai i latou nei.

O lea gaioiga o le a mafai 
ai ona galulue fa’atasi ma 

Pulenu’u o afioaga taitasi, i le 
sailiina lea i latou ua faalauiloa 
suafa i totonu o latou afioaga pe 
le o nonofo ai, ina ia mafai ona 
toe fa’afoi i o latou atunu’u.

E le gata i lea, o le a aga’i atu 
fo’i Leoleo e saili mai i latou nei 
i soo se vaega o le atunu’u, ona 
o le naunau lava ia mafai ona 
fa’aitiitia lea fa’afitauli.

E 2 ituaiga tagata ua ova aso 
o lo o mafai ona molimauina i 
le atunu’u i le taimi nei, e pei 
ona taua e le Loia Sili i lana 
molimau. O i latou ua mae’a le 
aoga o pemita na malaga mai ai 
ae o lo o nonofo pea i le atunu’u, 
ma i latou ua mae’a le aoga o 
ID, ae ua musu le sponsor e toe 
fa’afou ona pepa nofomau.

Saunoa Manumaua e 
fa’apea, o le isi lea fa’afitauli 
ua maitauina i le taimi nei, o le 
tele o i latou o lo o a’afia i ni 
isi o solitulafono matuia e pei 
ona maua mai i fa’amaumauga 
a le fa’amasinoga, o tagata o 
lo o nonofo fa’asolitulafono i 
le atunu’u. Na taua e le afioga 
i le ali’i faipule ia Vesi Tala-
lelei Fautanu lona lagolagoina o 
suiga ua faia e le Kovana, ina ia 
tuu atu ai le malosi i le Loia Sili 
na te fa’asoasoa mai ai uiga i le 
tulaga o le faamaonia o pemita 
e ulufale mai ai tagata mai fafo, 
atoa ai ma le pu’eina o ID o 
tagata mai fafo, ina ia mafai ai 
ona taofiofi tulaga fa’aletonu e 
pei ona molimauina i le Ofisa o 
Femalagaaiga i le taimi nei.

Na faamanino e Talauega i 
lana molimau e fa’apea, o suiga 
e pei ona faia i le Ofisa o Femal-
agaaiga i le taimi nei, e pei ona 
avea ai le aso Lulu o le aso e 
pu’e ai ID mo tagata mai fafo, 
o lo o i ai le faamoemoe e toe 
faia i ai ni nai suiga i se taimi o 
i luma, e le o ni suiga tumau fo’i 
o lo o fa’agasolo i le taimi nei.

SCHOOL LUNCH RECIPE CONTEST 
“LOCAL PRODUCE RECIPE” 

Did you know that The School Lunch Program provides
over 16,000 meals a day for the children of American
Samoa? Every day School Lunch works closely with our
Local Farmers to serve you Fresh Local Produce in the
School Lunch Cafeterias. Can you believe that the Ripe 
Bananas you eat for Breakfast to the Fresh Steamed 
Pumpkin for Lunch, are grown by our local Farmers? 
Join School Lunch as we Celebrate National School Lunch Week in October, by Creating a 
RECIPE USING OUR LOCAL PRODUCE! Submit a Recipe to WIN PRIZES and FEATURE 
YOUR RECIPE ON THE SCHOOL MENU. 

RECIPE CONTEST RULES:
1. CREATE A HEALTHY RECIPE USING AT LEAST  

ONE LOCALLY GROWN PRODUCE AS THE MAIN  
INGREDIENT. (EX: BANANA MUFFIN)

2. SUBMIT YOUR RECIPE TO YOUR SCHOOL LUNCH  
CAFTERIA HEAD COOK OR SCHOOL LUNCH OFFICE. 

3. RECIPE MUST INCLUDE A RECIPE NAME, INGREDIENTS, DIRECTIONS, AND A PICTURE. 
4. ALL RECIPES MUST BE SUBMITTED BY SEPTEMBER 29, 2017. 
5. ALL CHILDREN FROM Kindergarten to High School Seniors are allowed to participate. 

For more information contact: 
Sapioamoa Galea’i

(684) 699-4648 
(684)731-3649

BEACH ADVISORY
AS-EPA

American
Samoa
Environmental
Protection
Agency

Supporting efforts to clean our shores

AS-EPA beach advisories inform the public about current water conditions. 
When a beach advisory is issued, it is because water samples indicate that the 
American Samoa Water Quality Standard for Enterococci has been exceeded. This 
advisory is in effect until further sampling and laboratory analyses indicate that 
Enterococci concentrations are within acceptable water quality standards.

The presence of Enterococci in the water indicates contamination by human and/
or animal wastes. Swimming in water with high levels of Enterococci may cause 
stomach problems, skin rashes, and ear, eye, and wound infections. To reduce 
your risk: avoid swallowing beach water, be sure to rinse or towel off after a 
swim, and shower once at home. If you are ill, or think you may be ill, AS-EPA 
advises that you consult a physician before making any water contact in the 
beaches cited above.

Note: AS-EPA monitors the water quality of 44 recreational beaches on Tutuila, 
the wharf in Aunu’u, and five beaches on Manu’a. Tutuila advisories are issued 
weekly on Wednesdays. Aunu’u and Manu’a advisories are issued monthly. 
Advisories are issued when bacteria concentrations exceed levels determined safe 
for human exposure. Should you have any questions, please contact the AS-EPA 
Water Program at 633-2304.

Release Date: September 27, 2017
Contact:  AS-EPA Water Program at (684) 633-2304
The American Samoa Environmental Protection Agency   
(AS-EPA) advises the public that on September 26, 2017, 
the following recreational beaches tested positive for 
Enterococci bacteria levels that exceed American Samoa 
Water Quality Standards:  

Aua Stream Mouth 
Laulii Stream Mouth 
Alega Stream Mouth 
Fagaitua Stream Mouth 
Masausi Stream Mouth 
Masefau Stream Mouth 
Amouli Beach 

Aoa Stream Mouth 
Onenoa Beach 
Utulei-DDW Beach 
Fagatogo Stream Mouth 
Fagasa-Fagatele Stream Mouth 
Afono Stream Mouth 
Vatia Stream Mouth

Galulue fa’atasi malo fa’amalosia 
le fa’afo’i o tagata ua ova aso

  LaliLaliLaliLeLeLe
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tusia Ausage Fausia
tELE PEA LU’ItAU 

FEtAIA’I MA LE LbJ I LE 
ItU tAU tUPE

E ui o lo o tulaga lelei pea 
lava le fa’atinoina o le tautua a 
le Falema’i a le malo, le LBJ mo 
le atunu’u i le taimi nei, peita’i 
o lo o tumau pea le i ai o lu’itau 
i le itu tau tupe o lo o taumafai 
pea i latou e saili se auala e foia 
ai.

O se tasi lea o itu sa mafai 
ona molimauina i le iloiloga 
sa faia i luma o le Komiti o 
le Soifua Maloloina/LBJ a le 
maota o sui i le vaiaso nei, lea 
na maua ai le avanoa e molimau 
ai sui o le Pulega a le Falema’i 
i Faga’alu.

Na taua e le Pulesili o le 
Falema’i ia Faumuina Taufete’e 
J. Faumuina e fa’apea, o lo 
o fa’aauau pea galuega a le 
Falema’i e pei o le aoina mai 
lea o aitalafu tuai i totonu, atoa 
ai ma le taumafai ina ia ao mai 
tupe ua tatau ona maua mai i 
tautua ua mae’a ona fa’atinoina, 
ina ia mafai ai ona fa’aauau pea 
le tautua a le Falema’i mo le 
atunu’u.

O lo o tulaga lelei pea le 
tautua a foma’i i le taimi nei, 
o lo o galulue fa’atasi ma le 
Asosi o Tausima’i i le sailiina 
lea o auala e ofoina atu ai tautua 
talafeagai mo le atunu’u.

O se tasi o itu na fesiligia e 
le Taitaifono o le Komiti a le 
maota o sui, afioga Vesi Tala-
lelei Fautanu Jr, o le tulaga lelei 
o lo o i ai le tautua a foma’i mo 
le atunu’u, ona o lo o i ai lava ni 
isi o fa’asea i le fa’aletonu lea o 
le tautua a foma’i ni isi o taimi.

Saunoa Faumuina e fa’apea, 
e le mafai ona fa’aleleia le 
tautua a le Falema’i pe afai e le 
lava le itu tau tupe. 

O lea ua fuafua le malo e 
aveese le lafoga o totogi e 2% 
sa maua ai se vaega tupe fesoa-
soani mo le falema’i. Ae na taua 
e Faumuina e fa’apea, o lo o i ai 
le fa’amoemoe e tatau ona maua 
se fesoasoani mo le falema’i i le 
itu tau tupe, pe afai ae pasia e 
le Fono Faitulafono ni isi o pili 
tupe a le faigamalo, ina ia maua 

ai se isi vaega tupe fesoasoani 
mo le falema’i a le atunu’u.

Na fa’afetaia e afioga i 
Faipule le tautua a le Falema’i, 
atoa ai ma fautuaga ina ia tau-
tuana le tautuaina o le atunu’u, 
aemaise lava togafitiga mo 
tagata gasegase, ina ia aua ne’i 
faapito le alofa a ia tutusa tagata 
uma.
FESILIGIA SIItAGA I SIAkI 

A tAGAtA LItAEA
O le aso Lua o le vaiaso fou 

lea ua fa’atulaga ai le iloiloga a 
le Komiti o le Litaea a le maota 
o sui, ma sui o le Komiti o le 
Litaea a le malo, mo le fesiligia 
o le mataupu e fa’atatau i talo-
saga mai ni isi o tagata o lo o 
tali a latou litaea, mo se avanoa 
e faaopoopo ai ni vaega tupe mo 
a latou siaki o le litaea o lo o tali 
i le taimi nei.

O le afioga i le ali’i faipule ia 
Vailoata E. Amituana’i, o ia fo’i 
lea o le ta’ita’ifono o le Komiti 

a le maota o sui, o le a ia faaf-
oeina lenei iloiloga.

O le afioga i le ali’i faipule 
ia Samuel Meleisea na ia 
fa’aleoina lenei mataupu i 
luma o le maota o sui i le taeao 
ananafi.

Na taua e Maleisea e fa’apea, 
ua to’atele ni isi o lona itumalo 
ua talosaga atu mo se avanoa e 
mafai ai ona faaopoopo vaega 
tupe o lo o latou maua mai le 
litaea, ina ia fesoasoani ai i le 
tulaga maualuga ua i ai le tau-
gata o le soifuaga ua i ai i le 
taimi nei.

Sa ia taua atili e fa’apea, o lo 
o silafia lava e i latou o lo o tali a 
latou litaea tulaga pagatia ua i ai 
le tamaoaiga o le malo i le taimi 
nei, atoa ai ma le maualuga o 
le tau o le soifuaga, peita’i, o 
lo o latou faamoemoe fo’i ina 
ia mafai ona fesoasoani atu le 
Litaea ia te i latou, ina ia maua 
ai sina fesoasoani mo latou aiga.

OASIS
Midnite at the

PART III 
THREE’S A CHARM 

FLY BY NITE BAR - BOWLING ALLEY
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2017 

630PM - 12AM • $15

“THE BAR OPTION” AKA (TBO)
BANNED FROM THE SUN

ANGIE & THE VIBE

PLUS: Ulale, Peke, Peta Siulepa Chico w/  
Vaitoa Hans Langkilde, Jessica Afuola, & others .. 

Contact Us  
Monica: 258-4197
Peta:  258-0793

Angie:  733-7673
Rhonda:  633-5599

AMENITIES: 
•	 Bluesky	WiFi	Hot	Spot	
•	 Newly	installed	debit	meters
•	 Installed	AC	Units	in	each	suite

SPACE AVAILABLE FOR LEASE!
“LUMANA’I BUILDING”

Located	in	downtown	Fagatogo,	this	newly	renovated	building	provides	the	perfect	space		
for	interested	business	owners.		Also,	if	you	are	looking	for	a	place	to	rent	for	business	

conferences/meetings,	there	is	a	conference	room	available	for	your	booking.

For	more	information,	please	contact	Komesina	Afalava	(684)	770-1553	or	Charmaine	Faleaana	at	(684)	633-4031.

LOCATION HIGHLIGHTS: 
•	 Private	Property
•	 Night	&	Weekend	Security
•	 Free	Parking	for	business	owners		
•	 Tow	away	zone	for	unauthorized		

vehicles
•	 Easy	access	to	US	Post	Office
•	 Prime	location	and	commonly	traveled		

route	for	potential	customers

NEARBY CONVENIENCE:	
(within walking distance)
•	 Post	Office	
•	 Marketplace	
•	 High	Court
•	 District	Court	
•	 Samoa	News	
•	 Department	of	Public	Safety

•	 American	Samoa	Port	
Adminitration

•	 Main	wharf
•	 Communication	Services
•	 Commercial	Banking	
•	 Shops	for	your	everyday	

shopping	convenience

If you want to comment
about our fairness, call  

Samoa News at 633-5599
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tusia: Leua Aiono Frost
tU’UFA’AtASIGA FES-
OASOANI MO I LAtOU 

MAFAtIA I AFA
Ua fa’alauiloa taumafaiga 

e sailia tupe mo ni fesoasoani 
mo i latou uma sa afatia i setete 
ma teritori o le Iunaite Setete o 
Amerika.

Ua tofia sui mo lea 
fa’amoemoe ina ia sailia i ala e 
fa’afaigofie ai ona tu’ufa’atasia 
le fesoasoani ma toe fa’auia 
atu ia aoga ia i latou ua i ai le 
mana’omia i lenei vaitau fita.

E ese mai le auina atu i 
na setete ma teritori, ae ua 
fa’atulaga fo’i ala o sailiga ina 
ia tofu sao uma i ai tagata uma, 
e aofia fa’atasi ai ma pisinisi ma 
fa’alapotopotoga uma, ekalesia 
ma le Malo.

O lea lava fo’i sailiga e tasi, 
ua fa’ailoa mai, o le a avea ma 
ala e fa’atupe ai fo’i e Amerika 
Samoa se vaega tupe fa’aagaaga 
mo fa’alavelave fa’apea e ono 

afaina ai le atunu’u i le lumana’i.
Totino o lea Komiti mo 

Sailiga Fesoasoani: Fa’atonu o 
le Homeland Security Samana 
Semo Veavea, Director of 
Public Information KVZK-TV 
Tuimavave Laupola Tauapai, 
Taitaifono o le Komiti Fa’afoe 
o le Koluse Mumu Vaito’a Hans 
Langkilde, ma o ia lea sa mafai 
ona o’o ane e fa’alauiloa lenei 
fa’amoemoe i luga o le KVZK 
ma le siufofoga Samoa Sunrise.

O le a faia tusi e talosaga 
ai foa’i mai fa’alapotopotoga, 
Ekalesia, afio’aga fa’apea 
Matagaluega uma o le Malo ma 
fa’alapotopotoga tumaoti atoa 
ai ma pisinisi.

O le a fa’aaogaina fo’i 
feso’ota’iga tau telefoni e faia 
mai ai foa’i ma e to’esea mai 
i le tupe o aofia i lau telefoni 
lea meaalofa, e fa’aaogaina 
uma ai telefoni Blyuesky ma 
le ASTCA fo’i. Ua fa’atulaga 
le aso 18 Oketopa se’ia o’o i le 
aso 28 Oketopa e fa’atautaia ai 
le aotelega o nei foa’i.

O le Sailiga tupe tele ua 
fuafuaina o le Radiothon ma le 
Telethon ia Oketopa 28 mai le 
6:00 i le taeao se’ia o’o i le 4:00 
i le afiafi. A maea loa i le afiafi 
ona soloa’i lea o le fa’amoemoe 
i le Fale Laumei i Utulei le Tele-
thon ma e faia ai ma fa’afiafiaga 
ma ofo atili ai fo’i isi foa’i ae 
o le a fa’alauiloa i le televise 
KVZK-TV.
tA’ItA’IFONO MA LE PULE 

SILI O LE AStCA
Ua fa’ailoa mai  e le malo 

ua tofia le afioga Faiivae Alex-
ander Godinet ma Taitaifono 
o le Komiti Fa’afoe o le Ofisa 
o Feso’otaiga (ASTCA). O ia 
lea ua suia Puleleiite Tufele 
Li’amatua Jr i lea sa ia tau’avea 
maia ma toe avea fo’i ma Pule 
Sili o le ASTCA. 

O se tusi fa’alauiloa mai a 
Kovana Lolo Moliga i Matag-
aluega a le malo, o lo’o taua 
ai le fa’amavae mai le tofi 
ta’ita’ifono, ae ua tofia o ia e 
avea ma pulesili o le ASTCA.

Ua tofia fo’i e le kovana 
Kenneth Tupua e avea ma Sui 
Fa’atonu o le Paka ma Malae 
Ta’alo se’ia toe sailia se isi 
Fa’atonu mo lea matagaluega i 
se taimi o i luma.

O lea tofiga ua faia e le 
Kovana ina ua mae’a fa’ao’o 
ane le tusi fa’amavae a le 
susuga le Fa’atonu sa tula’i i lea 
matagaluega, Pili Gaoteote. 

O tasi o tofiga a le kovana, 
mo Siafaga Pearson, ua avea 
nei ma so’oupu mai le Ofisa o 
le Kovana mo le Manu’atele. O 
ia lea o le a avea ma se tasi e 
siakia le tele o galuega i Manu’a 
ma o le a faia fo’i o ia ma sui e 
asiasia ma va’aia toto’a galuega 
o lo’o fa’atautaia i Ta’u, Ofu ma 
Olosega i le taimi nei.

FA’AFOUINA LAISENI 
PISINISI 2018 MA ASIA-

SIGA I PISINISI
E fa’amanatu atu e le 

Matagaluega o Atin’ae ma 
Fefa’ataua’iga i le ‘au fai 
pisinisi, e fa’amutaina le aoga 
o laisene pisinisi o le tausaga 

DEVELOPMENT BANK OF AMERICAN SAMOA
P.O. BOX 9, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Office: (684) 633-4031 Fax: (684) 633-1163.   
Website: www.dbas.as

RFP:  Financial and Single Audit Services for 2017-2019
Approved to issuance by: Ruth Matagi-Fa’atili; DBAS President
Date of issuance: August 16, 2017
Date & Time Due:  October 30, 2017
 No later than 2:00 pm local time
DBAS requests proposals for financial audits and the related single audits for a period of three years, beginning with the 
audit of fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 2019. Fiscal and calendar years are coincident at DBAS. 
DOCUMENT
Requests for proposal packet outlining requirements will be available for pick up at DBAS on Friday August 18, 2017 or 
emailing charmaine@dbas.as for information regarding the RFP. It can also be accessed through the DBAS website: www.
dbas.as (click public notice) 
The Request for Proposals (RFP) describes the specifications for the services to be provided in sufficient details to permit 
competition and allow the interested party to properly respond to the RFP. 
This RFP is issued under Title 28, Chapter 1, of the American Samoa Code Annotated. 
DBAS invites the submission of proposals to include pricing and other details as indicated in the specifications. 
Attachments will be provided as an aid in presenting a comprehensive proposal consistent with the requirements of DBAS. 
DBAS will select a contractor who best meets the needs of DBAS. The factors for selection will include, but not be limited 
to the following: understanding of the requirements of the financial and single auditors; verifiable ability to perform well; 
good reputation; flexibility, including ability to respond quickly to needs of a small client in a remote location and throughout 
the year; and reasonability of costs. 
The proposals will be reviewed by a committee consisting of representatives from DBAS management and board. The 
committee may request interviews with potential contractors after reviewing the proposals before the final selection is 
made. 
Submission: Proposals must be received by DBAS no later than 2:00pm local time on October 30, 2017. They may be 
mailed or hand delivered in a sealed envelope to:  

Development Bank of American Samoa
PO BOX 9 
Attention: Charmaine Faleaana
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

They may also be emailed to charmaine@dbas.as, as an attachment in Word Format with a confirming email required to 
confirm receipt; or faxed to DBAS at (684) 633-1163 with a confirming fax to confirm receipt. The original is to follow by 
airmail first class. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

TEL: 633-4266 OR 699-1267 • FAX: 633-2964 OR 699-1263

Immediate Job Vacancy: Full Time Experienced IT Computer Repair 
/ Electronics Technician 

Requirements: 
•	 Proven	experience	in	computer	repair,	electronics	or	technical	work	

environment	to	include:	
	 	 -	Excellent	troubleshooting	and	repairs	skills	for	PC	&	laptops	
	 	 -	Knowledgeable	with	board	level	repairs	(soldering)	
	 	 -	Knowledgeable	with	software	installation	
	 	 -	Knowledgeable	with	basic	networking	
•	 Attention	to	details,	excellent	customer	service	skills,	able	to	multitask	and	

prioritize	work	
•	 Must	have	excellent	quality	control	skills	
•	 Must	be	able	to	work	Saturdays	

All	applicants	must	apply	in	person	at	Computer	World	-	Nuuuli	(Next	to	Coconut	
Point	Gas	Station)	

For	further	information	please	call	699-9706	or	email	computerworld.as@gmail.com	

(Faaauau itulau 17)
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tusia Ausage Fausia
Ua pasia nei e le Fono Faitu-

lafono se tulafono tau fa’aofi 
sa talosagaina e le faigamalo 
a Lolo ma Lemanu, mo se pili 
e sui ai le Tulafono o le Lesi-
tala ma le faailoa o le tagata na 
ta’usala i le faia o solitulafono 
mataga e a’afia ai fanau laiti.

O le amataga o le masina 
nei na pasia ai e le Senate lenei 
tulafono i lona faitauga fa’atolu, 
ae o le taeao ananafi na fa’atoa 
pasia ai e le Maota o Sui i lona 
faitauga fa’atolu lenei lava fo’i 
tulafono, i le palota fulisia e 
13-0. O le pasia ai e le Fono 
Faitulafono o lenei tulafono, 
ua fa’aalia ai lo latou lagola-
goina o taumafaiga a le malo, 
e lesitalaina loa suafa uma o i 
latou ua mae’a ona ta’usala e le 
Fa’amasinoga i lo latou faia lea 
o solitulafono mataga i fanau 
laiti, ina ia mafai ai ona fa’ailoa 
nofoaga ma vaega eseese o loo 
nonofo ai i latou.

O le suiga e pei ona faia i 
le Tulafono lea ua fa’apuupuu 
i le (SORNA), o le a mafai ai 
e le malo ona fa’aauau pea le 
vaavaaia o tagata e matua sili 
atu ona mamafa a latou solitu-
lafono na ta’usala ai i tulaga tau 
feusuaiga.

O i latou uma e tatau ona 
lesitalaina i lalo o le Tulafono o 
le SORNA, e aofia ai i latou na 
ta’usala i solitulafono o le faia o 
uiga mataga ma fa’asala ai i le 
falepuipui, faapea ai ma i latou 
na ta’usala i solitulafono mataga 
ae lei faasalaina i le falepuipui.

O lo o taua i se vaega o le 
tulafono e fa’apea, afai e atoa 
le 10 tausaga sosoo e le o toe 
solitulafono se tagata sa ta’usala 
muamua i nei ituaiga soli-
tulafono, o le a mafai loa ona 
fa’aitiitia le umi e lesitalaina ai 
lona suafa.

Na taua e le afioga i le Loia 
Sili ia Talauega Eleasalo Ale i 
le taimi na molimau ai i luma o 

le maota o sui i lenei tulafono e 
fa’apea, o le taua o le tulafono 
lenei o le lesitalaina o tagata 
solitulafono, e mafai ai e tagata 
o le atunu’u ona latou iloa tagata 
sa a’afia i le faia o uiga mataga 
i fanau, ina ia mafai ai fo’i ona 
fa’aeteete i latou mai nofoaga o 
lo o nonofo ai i latou nei.

Mo se fa’ata’ita’iga e pei 
ona saunoa le Loia Sili i lana 
molimau, i se iloiloiga sa 
fa’atulaga e le Komiti o Mataupu 
Tau Fa’amasinoga a le maota o 
sui e fa’apea, e i ai le isi tagata 
e fesuisuia’i nofoaga e nofo ai i 
totonu o le atunu’u, ma faigata 
ai ona fa’alauiloa i latou nei. Na 
taua e ni isi o afioga i Faipule 
le taua tele o lenei tulafono, e 
mafai ai ona fesoasoani i matua 
ma fanau laiti mai le puipuia o 
i latou mai tagata o lo o fiafia e 
faia amioga o le fa’atamaia lea 
o fanau laiti, e mafua mai i le 
malosi o le olaga tu’inanau o lo 
o soifua ai.

Pasia Tulafono lesitala ai latou 
tausala i solitulafono mataga

Gold Star Mothers & Family 
Day 2017 Honors Moms  

who have lost a son or a 
daughter in Service to  

the United States

Afioga i Faipule o le maota o sui ia Gafatasi Afalava ma Lavea 
Fatulegaee P. Mauga. [ata AF]

2017 ia Tesema 31, ma o Oke-
topa 1, 2017 e amataina ai le 
fa’afouina o laisene pisinisi 
uma i le Teritori. 

O pisinisi e le’i fa’afouina 
laisene pisinisi ia Ianuari 30, 
2018, o le a taofia le fa’afoeina 
o ia pisinisi e tusa ai ma le 
tulafono a le malo o Amerika 
Samoa.  E iai sala tupe e totogia 
i le Matagaluega o Tupe a le 
malo pe a tuai ona fa’afouina 
laisene pisinisi.

Ua le gata i lea, o le a 
fa’atautaia asiasiga masani 
ma asiasiga le fuafuaina a le 
Matagaluega o Atin’ae ma 
Fefa’ataua’iga i pisinisi uma 
o le Teritori. E fa’atalosagaina 
ai pisinisi uma ‘ia fa’apipi’i 
laisene pisinisi 2018 i totonu 
o le pisinisi i se tulaga e 
fa’afaigofie ona va’aia. Afai 
e le’i tau’a’aoina atu lau 
laisene pisinisi ‘ae ua uma ona 
fa’afouina ma totogia, ia umia 
ma fa’aalia le risiti e fa’amaonia 
ai ua uma ona totogi lau laisene 
pisinisi.

Mo le ‘au fai pisinisi i 
Manu’a, o lo’o iai le aufaigal-
uega e galulue mo le fa’atinoina 
‘au’aunaga a lenei Matagaluega 
i le Manu’atele. Fa’afeso’ota’i 
Fa’aaloalogaalii Leama-Lemai 
i le Ofisa a le Malo i Ofu i 
le 655-3478 ma Salataima 
Filoialii-Young i le Ofisa a 
le Malo i Ta’u i le 677-5749.  
Mo nisi fa’amalamalamaga 
fa’afeso’ota’i  Matagaluega i le 
633-5155.

OFISA AUtU ‘FUSIA LE 
SAOGALEMU AMERIkA 

SAMOA’
O Seteme 22 na fa’atuina ai 

e le Matagaluega o le Puipuiga 
o le Saogalemu Faalotoifale 
le Ofisa Autu e Fusia le Sao-
galemu o Amerika Samoa” ma 
e fa’avaeina lea i le so’otaga o 
matagaluega e 6 o le malo i le 
taimi nei.

O nei matagaluega e galulue 
so’ofa’atasi i le “saogalemu 

o tagata ma meatotino uma 
o Amerika Samoa” ae o le 
fa’amalosiga atili fo’i lea o le 
matafaioi tau’avea a nei matag-
aluega uma o le a fusia i lenei 
fa’amoemoe e tasi.

O matagaluega nei: Mata-
glauega o le Puipuiga o le 
Saogalemu Lautele, Mataga-
luega o le Puipuiga o le Sao-
galemu Lautele, Matagaluega 
o Mataupu Tau le Tulafono, 
Femalaga’iga & Ofisa Loia Sili; 
Ofisa o Tiute, Matagaluega o 
le Gataifale & Vaomatua ma le 
Matagaluega o le Pulega Uafu 
ma Malae Va’alele.

O le taumafaiga lenei, ina 
ia le utia pe milosia fa’atasi le 
mamalu o le atunu’u i solig-
atulafono tau le fefa’ataua’iga 
ma le fela’ua’iga o fuala’au ma 
vaila’au fa’asaina faaletulafono 
e pei ona fa’amalosia nei ona 
sailia patino e le Ofisa o Leoleo.

E na o Amerika Samoa e le 
o i ai sona Ofisa fa’apea, ma ua 
talafeagai fo’i ona fa’ata’ita’ia 
le teritori i lenei tautua fusia 
fa’atasi, ia mautinoa le sao-
galemu o tatou tagata i ala o 
solitulafono nei, ua faigata ua 
o’o mai i totonu o a’oga maual-
uluga ala o latou fa’atauga.

O lenei Ofisa Fusia Fa’atasi 
o le a avea fo’i ma sootaga o 
tautua fa’alotoifale e puipuia 
malu le saogalemu o tagata 
ma malo tele. O le latou 
matata o le mautinoa tonu lea 
ua fefa’asoaa’i mai le tele o 
fa’amaumauga ma tomai e 
moomia e o tatou tagata galulue 
e tausia le filemu, le va lelei ma 
le saogalemu o tagata uma. 

E le gata i lea, ae o le a avea 
fo’i le Ofisa e galulue so’oso’o 
tau’au ma auaunaga fa’apa’aga 
ma le feterale e pei o le US 
Coast Guard, US Dept Home-
land Security ma le Federal 
Bureau of Investigations, ae 
maise isi Ofisa e Fusia le Sao-
galemu i Amerika. 

O le tama’ita’i faia’oga ia, Avau Va’a Alii, filifilia mai le vasega o faia’oga uma o Elementary 
e tauva ma le faia’oga filifilia mai le vasega o faia’oga uma a High Schools ina ia filifili mai ai le 
“faiaoga o le Tausaga 2017-18.” Ua pu’ea le la’ua ata ma lona pule a’oga, Dr. Tino Roberts o Matafao 
Elementary. Tagai i Tala Vaifanua, lomiga o lenei aso mo le tala tusia. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

➧ Tala Vaifanua…
Mai itulau 16
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AMERICAN SAMOA 
DRUG CONTROL
LAUNCH WEEK

“American Samoa Be Wise, 
Prevention Saves Lives”

October 1-6th, 2017
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Launch Week Schedule
•	 Sunday,	October	1,	2017- Open call to all faiths/ denominations to 

use their worship services scheduled for this day to promote a single message of 
protecting our families from the dangers of using alcohol, tobacco & other drugs. 

•	 Monday,	October	2,	2017- Official Launch of American Samoa’s  
Drug Control (ASDC) Plan at Rex Lee Auditorium in Utulei

•	 Tuesday,	October	3,	
2017–	Theme 1: Prevent Youth 
Tobacco Use

•	 Wednesday,	October	
4,	2017– Theme 2: Prevent 
Underage Drinking & Alcohol 
Misuse

•	 Thursday,	October	
5,	2017– Theme 3: 
Prevent Prescription & Opioid 
Drug Misuse

•	 Friday,	October	6,	2017– 
Theme 4: Prevent Illicit Drug Use 
&Youth Marijuana Use
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Tusia: Akenese Ilalio Zec
VAEGA: 133

Alo maia, o le a toe fa’aauau 
atu la tatou tala mo lenei aso. 
Ua ma’ea le fa’aipoipoga a le 
tama’ita’i o Onosa’iimeatiga, 
ma ua o’o fo’i i le taimi e 
momoli ai i lo la nu’u, lea ua 
tofia e galulue ai. 

Fai mai, e le i fa’avaivai 
Lilomaiava ma lona aiga, i lea 
itu, aua ua maua le tamaoaiga 
maua tu lelei fo’i fanau. Sa toe 
liliu ane nei ua toe tapena le o’o 
o Onosa’iimeatiga ma le lona 
to’alua, le Faifeau o Peniamina 
i lo la nu’u. O ia fo’i tulaga e 
tutu fa’atasi ai fo’i aiga galua, 
ae fai mai, i le o’o ane o le aiga 
o le Faifeau, sa i ai lava nai mea 
na sasi ai.

E le i amanaia e Lilomaiava 
ma Loleta, ia tulaga, ua liliu ane 
nei ua toe fa’aatoatoa mea uma. 
O lea fo’i sa fesoasoani malosi 
i ai ona tuafafine o Filipina ma 
Luisa, fa’atasi ma tamaiti. Ua 
olaola le faleoloa ma ua mautu 
fo’i le faleoloa si’i atoatoa o 
lo’o fa’agaoioia e le tama’ita’i o 
Mataniu ma lona to’alua Palagi 
o William.

O le lima taumatau lea a 
nai ona matua, o le tama’ita’i 
o Mataniufeagaimaleata, aua e 
leai se mea e ga se i le tama’ita’i. 
O a mea uma a lona aiga e liliu 
ane Mataniu e fa’atino mea 
uma, ona o le alofa i nai ona 
matua, ae maise fo’i o le va’ai 
a le tama’ita’i i tuafafine o lona 
tama.

Fai mai, e alu alu lava tau 
o lima o Mataniu i gutu o si 
tamaloa o William i isi taimi, 
pe a fa’alogo atu Mataniu ua 
tau sau tala a lona to’alua e 
uiga i lona aiga. E tasi lava le 
tala a Mataniu ia Viliamu, “Na 
e fia nofo lava i a te a’u, o lou 
lava fai o’u fa’alavelave, ia tago 
la’ia i ai, tago i ai, aua a leai, o 
lona uiga e va’ai mai lou aiga, 
ua e toe ti’eti’e atu i le va’a tu’u 
sa’o.”

A fai la tala ia a Mataniu i a 
Viliamu, fai mai, ua na o le nofo 

o si tamaloa Palagi, ua le tautala 
ma lulu lona ulu. Ae fai mai le 
tomumu le leoa a Viliamu, “E 
ka’i kaea gei mea fa’apea, la lea, 
la lea, kele lave lave, Samoa.”

Ua alu nei le momoliga 
o Onosa’iimeatiga ma lona 
to’alua o Peniamina i le nu’u ua 
tofia e galulue ai. Fai mai, o se 
feiloa’iga fiafia na fai nei, ona 
o le lelei o le fa’afoefoe a Lilo-
maiava, ae maise ai o le matai 
o lona aiga, lea ua toe fa’asuafa 
nei i a Lefefe.

Ae fai mai, e tele lava le 
‘ese’esega o Lefefe ua maliu ma 
le Lefefe lea ua tula’i mai nei, 
e mo’i lava e lelei i le aganu’u, 
ae pala’ai, e fefe e tautala. Ae 
ua uma ona fa’atolegi e Lilo-
maiava i so’o se itu o le aganu’u. 
O lea fo’i la ua tula’i Lefefe i le 
to’oto’o mo le momoliga o le 
Fa’afeagaiga ma lona Faletua.

A alu alu le lauga a Lefefe 
lea, fa’alogo atu ua alu ma 
fa’amatalaga fa’apea, “Le 
mamalu o le Ekalesia i ona 
mamalu ‘ese’ese, afai matou 
te fa’alogo mai ua tia’i e le 
Faifeau si o’u afafine, ia vave 
logo atu matou, ae su’e se mea 
e fa’alafi ai le tou Faifeau, aua 
a ou mauaina, ia e fetagisi uma 
agelu i luga.”

O nai pea ia e togitogi atu nei 
e Lefefe, se i talie ai tagata, ona 
ua tau sau lona afu malulu i le 
pala’ai. Na iloa lelei lava e Lilo 
le tulaga lea, ma e le i popole 
lava i lea itu, ae ia ma’ea lelei le 
aso o Onosa’iimeatiga.

Ua ma’ea mea uma, ma sa 
maua le fiafiaga sili ona o le 
lelei o le fa’afoefoe a Lefefe, 
ae fai mai ina ua tula’i mai le 
fofoga o le itu a le Ekalesia, 
na fa’apea ana fa’amatalaga, 
“Lefefe, ia ou te fa’amalie atu i 
lau tofa a le failauga, o le mea 
lea ua ou va’ai atu nei i ai, e i’u 
ina tia’i e le Faletua le Faifeau, 
ae sau ma te nonofo, ae sau le 
tina o tama’iti e nonofo ma le 
Faifeau…”

E faia pea...

or call us toll-free at: 1-844-944-9544

Attend our 3-day Project Planning and Develop-
ment training at the Tradewinds Hotel, presented 
free by the U.S. Administration for Native Ameri-
cans (ANA). Come with an idea, leave with a plan.

Could your community-based 
project use some grant money?
Does your organization primarily 
serve American Samoans?

To register, visit our website: 

www.anapacificbasin.org 

Oct. 4 – 6, 2017 (9am)

Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone No: (684) 248-1234 Option #5
humanresource@aspower.com

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

PUBLIC JOB POSTING
Position Title
Department

Position Type
Division

Reports To 

Welder I
Power Generation
Electric
Career Service - 12 months probation
Mechanical Supervisor

Posting Date

Deadline

Starting Rate

Job Grade/Status

September 25, 2017
4:00 PM, October 6, 2017
$18,486  - $19,237 per year
$8.89 - $9.25 per hour

D/6/A  - D/7/A; Non-Exempt

Major Duties & Responsibilities

Minimum Requirements

The primary objective of the position is to perform welding and fabrication services for the Electric Division. The 
journeyman welder shall weld/fabricate auxiliary pieces, frames and pipework for – generator sets, mechanical/
electrical equipment, building frames, steel tanks for power generation and other company operations; shall rebuild 
and/or weld components; shall ensure all work is conducted safely in accordance with established standards; shall work 
to enhance the productivity, reliability and efficiency of the generation division and other utility services.

Education
Experience

Knowledge,  
Skills & Abilities

Physical 
Demands:

Qualified applicants:  Please submit a completed ASPA Employment Application with a copy of your resume to 
ASPA (address listed above) by the deadline listed above. Please attach copies of credentials and transcripts.  Can-
didates selected for hire must pass examinations (when applicable), pre-employment clearances & test negative on 
employment drug test.  ASPA reserves the right to waive education and experience requirements as necessary.
No phone inquiries accepted.

Trade Certificate in welding or equivalent discipline.  
Five (5) years related work experience in welding and fabrication required in addition to the 
minimum educational requirement having been obtained
Seven (7) years related work experience in welding and fabrication will be considered in 
place of the minimum educational requirement. 
Must be knowledgeable and have experience with the operation of the arc-weld, tig-weld, 
mig-weld, gas-weld and welding of various metal materials (e.g. aluminum, stainless steel, 
steel, iron, etc.) 
Display a working knowledge of rules and safety practices.
Determine dimensional specifications, set up, and operating requirements for each job.
Respond with sound judgment to unusual and hazardous circumstances.
Maintain information on dimensional specifications for future reference.
Maintain records of all work undertaken and parts/materials used.
Refer to service guides where required in order to obtain additional information.
Skills to fabricate and weld metal materials according to required specifications and 
standards.
Skills to manufacture/fabricate pieces, frames, columns, beams, tanks and pipework for 
power generation or other company operations
Ability to communicate with other workers to coordinate the preparation and completion of 
work assignments.
Ability to liaise with warehouse personnel and mechanics with regards to ordering of spare 
parts for welding equipment, welding materials and specialist tools etc.
Ability to use hand and power tools when required.
Inspect progress using required tools and instruments of the welding trade.
Assist coworkers in solving work related problems.
Refer to service guides where required in order to obtain additional information.
Perform other duties as required.
Work involves standing, walking, stooping, bending, climbing and kneeling; Medium to 
heavy lifting is required.  Good physical fitness is a requirement.
Candidate will be subject to working under bad/unclear weather conditions in order to 
complete tasks.   

Onosa’i I Mea Tiga

Vaaiga i le aufaipese a le SDA-Pago Pago i Fatuoaiga i le afiafi 
o le aso Gafua, mo le polokalama fa’asolo a le Hope House. Sa 
foai e le aufaipese le $200 mo le Hope House. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]
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CHICAGO (AP) — Illi-
nois Gov. Bruce Rauner ended 
months of speculation Thursday 
and signed legislation allowing 
state health insurance and Med-
icaid coverage for abortions, a 
reversal of the first-term Repub-
lican’s stance on the proposal 
last spring.

The Legislature, which is 
run by Democrats, approved 
the measure in May but delayed 
sending it to Rauner until 
Monday, in part because he has 
wavered on where he stands. 
As a candidate, Rauner sup-
ported expanding coverage for 
abortions, but in April said he 
opposed the legislation and 
Illinois should focus on eco-
nomic issues. Rauner’s final 
word came at a news confer-
ence Thursday before signing 
the bill privately. He said while 
he’d talked to advocates on 
both sides, he always supported 
abortion rights and had to take 
action “consistent” with his 
views. “The passions, the emo-
tions, the sentiments on both 
sides of these issues are very 
powerful. I respect them very 
much,” Rauner said. “I believe 
that a woman living with limited 
financial means should not be 
put in a position where she has 
to choose something different 
than a woman of higher income 
would be able to choose.”

The law takes effect 
immediately.

Democrats argued all women 
should have the same access to 
abortion services. Republicans 
said taxpayers shouldn’t be 
forced to fund a morally objec-
tionable procedure, particularly 
when Illinois has major finan-
cial problems.

The annual taxpayer cost of 
abortions under the measure 
would be $1.8 million, according 
to Department of Healthcare 
and Family Services estimates. 
The measure also removes lan-
guage in Illinois law that states 
a desire to criminalize abortion 
if a 1973 U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling legalizing the procedure 
is overturned. Democrats ini-
tially sold the bill as a means of 
keeping abortion legal if Roe v. 
Wade were dumped. President 
Donald Trump has promised to 
nominate Supreme Court jus-
tices bent on revisiting Roe. The 
decision was politically difficult 
for Rauner, who’s seeking re-
election in 2018 and is consid-
ered among the most vulnerable 
governors nationwide.

The former venture capi-
talist won his first office in 
2014, in part by getting sup-
port from independent suburban 
voters, especially women, 
with his pledge to have “no 
social agenda.” Singing the 
bill earned him praise from top 
Illinois Democrats, including 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, a one-
time White House chief of staff 
under former President Barack 
Obama. But criticism from con-
servatives and religious leaders 

who urged him to reject it 
poured in immediately.

Lt. Gov. Evelyn Sangui-
netti, who ran with Rauner in 
2014, said she disagreed with 
the governor as an anti-abortion 
Republican who was born to a 
teenage mother.

State Rep. Peter Breen, 
House Republican floor leader, 
called it a “breach of commit-
ment” and said finding a pri-
mary challenger for Rauner 
“seemed inevitable.”

“It’s a betrayal,” Breen said. 
“In politics you are only as good 
as your word.”

Rauner said he tried to find 
a compromise but there wasn’t 
support. He dismissed the 
impact on his political career.

The wealthy businessman 
with a massive campaign 
account is the main backer of the 
Illinois Republican Party. Sev-
eral high-profile Democrats are 
vying for the chance to unseat 

Rauner, including billionaire 
businessman J.B. Pritzker.

“Politics are politics,” 
Rauner said.

Meanwhile, advocates for 
women’s reproductive rights 
called Rauner’s move an impor-
tant step.

“Women across Illinois are 
empowered to make their own 
health care and life choices 
without interference from poli-
ticians,” said Lorie Chaiten, 
director the reproductive rights 
project for the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Illinois. “We 
are pleased the governor has 
stood with these women and 
made the right decision for our 
state.” More than two dozen 
states provide Medicaid cov-
erage for abortions in cases of 
rape, incest or if the mother’s 
life is in danger, according 
to the Guttmacher Institute, a 
research group supporting abor-
tion rights. 

Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo

Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm
(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American 
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide  
a very affordable and friendly service.
Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE, 
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?
•	 Call	for	a	FREE	PEST	EVALUATION	OR	NO	 

OBLIGATION INSPECTION
•	 We	do	GROUND	TERMITE	TREATMENT	&	 

CONSTRUCTION	PRE_TREATMENTS
•	 We	provide	services	for	Houses,	Boats,	Cars,	 

Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture 
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

Ph. 252-2964

Illinois governor agrees to 
allow Medicaid for abortions 
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MERIDIAN, Idaho (AP) 
— Idaho authorities say three 
people, including two resi-
dents and a man believed to be 
the suspect, have died after an 
armed prowler hid inside an 
Idaho home that burned to the 
ground a few minutes later.

The body of a person 
believed to be the suspect was 
found just inside the home, close 
to the area where he’d been shot 
at by deputies responding to the 
911 call about a prowler late 
Wednesday night, Ada County 
Sheriff Stephen Bartlett said.

The body of an elderly 
woman who lived at the home 
was also found in the burned 
wreckage on Thursday. The 
other two adults who lived at 
the home were able to escape 
the flames Wednesday night, 
but one was badly burned. That 
person died at a regional burn 
center in Salt Lake City on 
Thursday afternoon, Bartlett 
said.

“This is a sad day for the 
family and our community,” 
Bartlett said during a news con-
ference Thursday.

Bartlett said someone living 
at the home called 911 about 
10:30 p.m. Wednesday to report 
that someone was trying to get 
into the rural house.

“As deputies were 
responding to the call, the call 
was enhanced and we found 

out the person banging on the 
door was not only banging, but 
had a gun in their possession,” 
Bartlett said. “The family was 
extremely fearful and afraid for 
their wellbeing.”

Deputies arrived at the home 
when the suspect prowler was 
by the door, and two of them 
shot at the man. He retreated 
inside the home, and shortly 
after the home caught fire.

“It was a matter of just min-
utes when the entire home was 
burning,” Bartlett said.

The deputies tried to get the 
residents out of the home, but 
they were only able to help two 
of the three living there exit the 
structure, he said. The residents 
of the home didn’t know the 
suspect, and authorities are still 
trying to identify the remains.

Officials are also trying to 
determine how the fire started.

“We located a significant 
amount of gasoline here on the 
scene. But as to the igniter, the 
cause of the fire ... we’ll leave 
that to the fire marshal,” he said.

The names of the people 
who lived at the home have not 
yet been released.

The regional Critical Inci-
dent Task Force, led by the 
Boise Police Department, 
is leading the investigation 
because it includes an officer-
involved shooting by the Ada 
County deputies.

Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone No: (684) 248-1234 Option #5
humanresource@aspower.com

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

PUBLIC JOB POSTING
Position Title
Department

Position Type
Division

Reports To 

Lineman I
Transmission & Distribution
Electric
Career Service - 12 months probation
Lineman Lead

Posting Date

Deadline

Starting Rate

Job Grade/Status

September 25, 2017
4:00 PM, October 6, 2017
$18,486  - $19,237 per year
$8.89 - $9.25 per hour

D/6/A  - D/7/A; Non-Exempt

Major Duties & Responsibilities

Minimum Requirements

The incumbent will construct, operate and maintain ASPA’s transmission / distribution lines and equipment 
in accordance with code and industry standards. Ensure REA Standards are met and ASPA’s PM programs 
are accomplished. Incumbent must learn and apply information from technical manuals in the completion of 
duties and must be able to complete reports and other paperwork as well as mathematical calculations.

Education

Experience

Knowledge,  
Skills & Abilities

Physical 
Demands:

Qualified applicants:  Please submit a completed ASPA Employment Application with a copy of your resume to 
ASPA (address listed above) by the deadline listed above. Please attach copies of credentials and transcripts.  Can-
didates selected for hire must pass examinations (when applicable), pre-employment clearances & test negative on 
employment drug test.  ASPA reserves the right to waive education and experience requirements as necessary.
No phone inquiries accepted.

Technical certification or Associate’s degree in Electrical Field or related field.  Computer 
skills a plus.
Must complete three to four years of apprenticeship training, first-aid and other lifesaving 
training, heavy equipment, and report writing.   Must have at least two years of lineman 
helper.   
Ability to climb 30 feet poles to install service or secondary lines.  
Ability to climb 40 to 45 feet poles to install primary, single phase and 3-phase transformers.
Must be able to pull, install and splice 0.48KV to 34.5 KV cables for underground services.
Must be able to dig 4 to 7 foot holes to erect power poles.
Skills to provide on-the-job training for lineman apprentices and trainees.  
Must be knowledgeable to install residential and commercial meters, inspect and 
recommend appropriate action to customers regarding ground rods, meter socket wiring and 
panels meter location, etc.  
Must be knowledgeable to assist/recommend appropriate action to Inspectors regarding pole 
transformers, insulators; ability to carry out PM work order system, maintenance and repair 
work. 
Skills to operate bucket and boom trucks to erect poles; pull lines, hookup transformers and 
work on hot line on power poles.  
Must be knowledgeable to prepare written reports for work performed,  job order statuses, 
emergencies, outages, new installations, etc. , gather and prepare tools, equipment and 
materials  each morning to completely perform their daily assigned tasks. 
Ability to enforce safety practices and calibrate electric meters. 

Work involves standing, walking, stooping, bending, climbing and kneeling; Medium to 
heavy lifting is required.  Good physical fitness is a requirement.
Candidate will be subject to working under bad/unclear weather conditions in order to 
complete tasks.  

Idaho house burns after police 
fire shots at home invader 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — 
A Minnesota man who had 
wanted to become a Catholic 
deacon has settled his coer-
cion claims against his bishop 
in exchange for an undisclosed 
sum of money and the release of 
a letter he alleged he was forced 
to sign.

Ronald Vasek, of Tabor, 
alleged in a lawsuit filed in May 
that Bishop Michael Hoeppner 
of the Diocese of Crookston 
in northwestern Minnesota 
blackmailed him into signing 
a letter in 2015 that essentially 
retracted his allegation that a 
popular priest from the dio-
cese abused him during a trip to 
Ohio in 1971 when he was 16. 
Vasek claimed that Hoeppner 
threatened a few years earlier 
to block his path to becoming 
a deacon and to harm his son’s 
career in the priesthood if word 
ever got out.

Vasek went public in May, 
saying the threat to his son had 
kept him silent until he was 
called into a meeting with his 
bishop this past March and was 
told his pastor had withdrawn 
his support for his ordination.

Vasek’s attorneys released 
the letter Thursday. It’s written 
on the office of the bishop’s let-
terhead, dated Oct. 21, 2015, 
and states:

“I, Ron Vasek, regarding 
a trip I was on when I was 16 
years old, and on which a priest 
of the Diocese of Crookston was 
also participating, clearly and 
freely state that I have no desire 
to nor do I make any accusation 
of sexual impropriety by the 
priest toward me.”

Attorney Mike Finnegan 
said the letter proves that the 
bishop coerced Vasek into 
retracting his abuse claim.

“It’s quite shocking and 
appalling that a bishop in this 
day and age, this recently, 
would do something like this,” 
Finnegan said.

Hoeppner said in a statement 
Wednesday that he made no 
admission of unlawful conduct 
or wrongdoing under the settle-
ment, and he said the money 
would be paid by the diocese’s 
insurance company. He denied 
pressuring Vasek to remain 
quiet at either of their first two 
meetings.

“Looking back and knowing 
what I do now, I believe I would 
have handled my conversations 
with Mr. Vasek differently,” the 
bishop said. “However, please 
know that I did not pressure 
Mr. Vasek into making any 
decision with which he was not 
comfortable.”

Ex-deacon candidate 
settles coercion 

lawsuit against bishop 
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QUICK FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS
PO Box 308, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Tel:  (684) 699-3848 or 633-3848
Fax:  (684) 699-3849 or 633-3849
E-mail:  loan@limafesoasoani.com

The following account holders are encouraged to visit or contact our Collection Representative, Masi Manila 
at 633-3848 at our Fagatogo Office, regarding your delinquent account.

Gaoteote, Dalton
Gaoteote, Tupouamoa
Gasetoto, Gasetoto Jr
Grey, Mark
Hun Fen, Fagaalofa
Husseini, Judy A
Ianu, Maanaema
Iavai, Siale “Cece”
Ieremia, Mamere
Ikenasio-Taliaoa, Ioane
Iliili, Laki
Ilimaleota, Levelevei
Ilimaleota, Mikaele
Ioapo, Calvin
Isaia, Monte
Iosefo, Makerita
Itulauifi, Bryan
Iupeli, Pepelini Filemu
Koli, Inise
Kolomaile, Epifano
Kolone, Liuato
Koroiadi, Mary
Kuresa, Faavela
Kuresa, Malialosa 
Kuresa-Sokimi, Christina
Lafaele, Lusia
Laga, Tuamasaga
Laifaga, Teuaina
Lavea, Petelo
Lealasola, Naomi
Lealofi, Nafanua
Leaoa, Upuanunu
Leaoa, Talavai
Leapai, Poe
Leasiolagi, Galen
Lefao, Tausagafou
Leituala, Maria
Leituala-Misiuepa, Ufanafana
Lemautu, Pataua
Leo, Tuisamoa
Leoso, Serita
Leota, Imoa
Leota, “PJ” Pule T
Letuuga, Reenae
Letufuga, Pelepetua
Levasa, Petelo
Lilio, Ualesi
Lilomaiava, Solomona
Liva, Eseta
Loa, Tuanai 
Loa, Winnie
Loe, Savelina
Lokou, Poni
Loli, Taumataliga
Lolani, Pope Paulo
Loumoli, Itupa
Luaifoa, Diane Melesete
Luapo, Foster McKenzie
Luki, Fiamaua
Lui, Fiso ‘Isabella’
Lynch, Belynda
Maae, Talavave
Maanaima, Fereti
Magalo, Julie
Maeataanoa, Sarai
Maiava, Filisi
Maiava, Fitiuta
Maina, Leu
Makiasi, Simativa
Malo, Maria
Maloa, Felicia
Maloa, Laloniu
Maligi, Taumanupepe

Maluia, Tiresa
Mapu, Loreta
Mapu, Siaumau
Mapu, Sineti
Mapu-Togiola, Tuailevaoola
Mapu, Vitale
Mareko, Tairoto
Marquez, Aveta 
Masui, Junior
Matalima, Alieta
Matamua, Fitulua
Matamua, Lei
Matau, Esau
Matau, Ramona
Matau, Tikeri
Mauga, Palepoi Ernie
Mauigoa, Seepa
Maulupe, Roanna
McGraw, Stephen
Mekuli, Asootama Lise
Meli, Octavia
Meredith, Anthony
Mika, Maria
Mika, Utumoeaau
Minoneti, Lusila
Misiuepa, Suluifaleese 
Misivila, Sophia
Moananu, Finau
Moemoe, Tailua 
Moliga-Eli, Saiaulama
Moliga-Taiepisi, Elsie
Monaco, Thomas
Moors, Harry
Muao, Ropeti
Muliau, Samasoni
Mulitalo-Ieremia-Foster, Anna
Navelika, Onosa’i
Netane, Luki
Niumata, Nuusina
Noa, Finau
Nuutai, Petaia
Nyel, Naomi
Oloa, Iuliano
Onosai, Saisavaii
Osa, Maria
Paepule, Lemusu
Paleafei, Toma 
Palepoi, Faleata 
Paopao, Christopher
Paselio, Fiapapalagi
Pasikale, Siuii Matauifaga
Passi, Simamao Katherine 
Pati, Apelu
Paulo, Paulo
Pene, Ann
Pene, Peleiupu
Peni, Suetena
Peric, Taofegauiai
Petelo, Anitelea
Petelo, Silaulelei
Peters, Frank
Pine-Ah See, Taulaloese
Pio-Tuimavave, Etimani
Poia, Paosia
Poloa, Angel
Poloai, Fa’afetai
Posala, Talaesea
Pule, Antonio Jr.
Puni, Ioane 
Purcell, Douglas
Ripley, Faamalele Tagoai 
Ropati, Suegafaafaifeau
Safua, Fausaga

Aetui, Ernest Samoa
Afemata, Easter
Afoa, Oganiu
Afualo, Tuli
Agatonu, Tony
Ah Hing, Sherry
Ah Mu, Johnny
Aho, Tagiilima
Alaelua, Kapeteni
Alalamua, Danny
Alasi, Patric
Alesana, Simealai
Aliivaa, Taumasina
Allen, Lidwina
Alo, Tautua
Alosio, Saline Ana
Alosio, Tuloto
Aporosa, Bridgette
Atanoa, Soliga
Atiae, Faatamalii
Atualevao, Patricia
Auelua, Caroline
Auelua, Uaite
Aunai, Faafiu 
Avia, Elaine
Brown, Eric
Chung Sum, Utulafilafi
Correia, Martina
Crosby, Miriama
Dixon, Mere
Eli, Kolotita
Eneliko, Faatu
Esau, Fauamoa
Esera, Tauva
Eti, Lopa
Faaatuatu, Upuese
Faagata Laisene
Faaitu, Isaako
Faaiu, Faletusiesile
Faalata, Leuafaalanu
Faaleo, James
Faaola, Tuli
Faatamalii, Army
Faatonu, Salevao
Faaui, Tamara
Faavi, Faamanu
Faavi, Faavi Jr.
Failafua, Tuisea
Failauga, Mavaeao
Falaniko, Emanuele Jr 
Falanai, Hana
Falefia, Nofo
Faletolu, Sarai
Farani, Tanuma’i
Fatuesi, Leeannah Y
Faumuina, Peniamina
Feagai, Fuata’i
Fetauai, Fomai
Fetaui, Mollyvina
Fiaalii, Niko
Fiaavae, Etuale
Fili-Jungblut, Mele
Filipo, Mareta
Finau, Tafaoata
Fruean, Saena Samuelu
Fualaau, Sootaga
Fuimaono, Falesoa
Fuimaono, Mavaega
Fuimaono, Michelle
Fuimaono-Porotesano, Tuumafua
Fulu, Alamai
Galo, Saneli
Gaoa, Laupama

Sagapolutele, Frank
Sakaria, Paese
Salaivao, Bernie
Salanoa, Segia
Salausa Tuaato
Salueletaua, Lemo
Samuelu, Amiogalelei
Sao, Koreta
Sao, Kuini
Saolele, Petelo
Sasa, Simoe
Sasala, Isapela
Satele, Suafai
Satele, Uaea
Satui, Lea
Sauaso, Joyce
Saufoi, Lauina
Sauia, Tanya
Saunoamalii, Maliliga
Sauta, Paul
Savaiinaea, Aukuso
Save, Suani
Savea, Edward
Scanlan, Penina
Schwenke, Hanna
Sea, Fiapapalagi
Seafa, Panini
Seigafo, Seko
Sele, Jennilee
Semeatu, Ernest Thomas
Semeatu, Meleane
Seuteva, Taputaua
Sialofi, Taupale
Siatu Kerita
Silao, Kelemete
Siliga, Marjorie 
Siofaga, Fetalaiga
Sio, Lyno
Skelton, Pepe
Solitua, Filiga
Solomona, Andrew
Sone, Ramona
Sooto-Tua, Alofagia Va
Sopi, Judie
Spitzenberg, Rose
Sua, Faasasalu
Sua, Finau
Sua, Rudy
Sualoa, Tuipine
Sue, Victoria
Suiaunoa, Brian 
Suitonu, Aigalesala
Taalefili, Tui
Tafaese, Onoiva
Tagaloa, Titae
Ta-Grey, Florence
Tago, Fuatai
Tagovailoa, Asofaafetai
Tagovailoa, Valasi Aulava
Taito, Pouvi
Talaomana, Daniel
Talapa, Ana
Talauega Mataina
Tali, Apiolefaga
Tali, Lemasaniai
Talopau, Toelau
Talosaga, Sandra
Tanielu, Soli
Tapunuu, Pale
Tapu, Luafitu
Tauai, Usufono
Tauanuu, Faatiuga
Tauiliili, Motiana

Taulafoga, Barbara
Taulamago, Iuliana
Taulelei, Tupuivao
Taumua, Alvin
Taumua, Pago Pago
Tautala, Paoivaoese Jr
Tautala, Paoivaoese Sr
Tautalafua, Tufatu
Tautua, Alo
Taylor, Joe
Tavake, Loveni
Te’i, Lafoaina
Teve, Fa’aolaina
Thiel, Mathew Vincent
Tiapula, Lenora
Tiapula, Raymond
Tili, Benjamin
Tini, Timena
Tinoifili, Kanana
Titialii, Millie
Tiumalu, Nafanua
Tiumalu, Saimua
Toala, Suilefaiga
Toatelegese, Nofoagatotoa
Toeava, Spencer
Togiaso, Patisepa
Tolo, Salevalasi Vaiula
Toomalatai, Ruta
Toomalatai, Vaesavali
Toomata, Afereti
Toma, Fa’aaliga
Tonga, Falakika
Tovia, Sesilia
Tua, Alofagia
Tua, Epi
Tua, Valerie
Tua, Meleane
Tua, Seneuefa
Tuiasosopo Saufaiga Cecilia
Tuigamala, Ropati
Tuiletufuga, Fonotaga
Tuiloma, Isaia
Tuiloma, Ioramo 
Tuiolemotu-Malaga, Lovi
Tulesa, Tina
Tunu, Laia
Tupa Apelu, Losalina
Tupai, Olaiovavega
Tupe, Tavita
Tupua, Mekiafa
Tupua, Tuumuli
Tupuola, Calvin
Tuuga, Toeseimalo
Tuupo, Doris
Ufuti, Tilomai
Uikirifi, Krystellen “Faga”
Uluenga, Sione
Usu, Cadarra
Uu, Tineimala
Vaa, Sala
Vaesau, Asisione
Vaieli, Maselino
Vaifale, Luisa
Vaina, Misionare
Valoaga, Tagivale
Vasa, Jane
Viliamu, Filemoni
Viliamu, Uili
Vine, Akenese
Visesio, David
Vito, Yvonne
Wilson, Olafou

Nuuuli Office: Laufou Shopping Center, Suite 204:  699-3848 • Lumana’i Building Suite 207 • Ph:  633-3848
BUSINESS HOURS:  10:00am - 4:00 pm • Monday to Friday

We are open:
TUESDAY – WEDNESDAY  

4:00PM – MIDNIGHT
THURSDAY - SATURDAY 

4:00PM – 2:00AM 

Call us today to  
book your functions  

699-6969, 258-9040  
or 252-5037

“Come break the ice at Ice Breakers”
Located on Iliili, Airport Road (Former Runway Bar & Grill)

SILVER 
BROS BAND  

(9-Midnite)
DJ Al (Midnite – 2am)

JOIN US  
@ ICEBREAKERS

•	TWO-DOLLAR	TUESDAYS
 All beer is $2 all night long
•	WORKFORCE	WEDNESDAYS
	 Free	Pupu’s	as	IceBreakers	THANK	YOU	 
to	our	Workforce

•	THROWBACK	THURSDAY	FOR	THE	LADIES
				•	$3 Shot Special
    •  Sexilicious Cocktail Special
    •  Free Pupu’s
Sundowner	Saturday
		(Cocktail	Special	all	night	long))

LIMA FESOASOANI
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CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP) — Students at Harvard University 
staged a protest Thursday as Education Secretary Betsy DeVos 
delivered an address on school choice.

Some held up fists. One held up a sign reading, “White suprem-
acist.” Others called for protections for victims of campus sexual 
assault. DeVos last week revoked Obama administration guidance 
that instructed colleges on how to handle sexual assault cases. She 
did not interrupt her speech Thursday to address the protesters, but 
later took some pointed questions from the audience. The protest 
was mostly silent, though some students snapped their fingers or 
cheered in support of some questions. Asked about protections for 
transgender student, DeVos said she is committed to making sure 
all students are safe. Earlier this year, she rescinded guidance that 
allowed transgender students to use bathrooms that matched their 
gender identity. “With respect to any student that feels unsafe 
or discriminated against in their school, that is the last thing we 
want and the Office for Civil Rights at the Department of Educa-
tion continues to hear and work with the schools that have any of 
those issues to deal with,” DeVos said. “And we are committed 
to doing that on behalf of the students.” She said she wants new 
rules on campus sexual assault to be fair to both the victims and 
the accused. “One sexual assault is one too many,” DeVos said. 
“By the same token, one student that is denied due process is one 
to many. So we need to ensure that that policy and that framework 
is fair to all students.” Another student said school choice is used 
by large corporation to make profits and asked DeVos how much 
she expects her net worth to increase as a result of her policies.

DeVos took the question in stride. “I have written lots of checks 
to support giving parents and kids options to choose a school of 
their choice,” DeVos said. “The balance on my income has gone 
very much the other way and will continue to do so.”

School choice refers to efforts that give students options other 
than their local public schools, such as charter or private schools. 
Charter schools are funded by public money but usually operated 
by entities that are independent of school districts.

During her speech DeVos talked about the importance of 
reforming the American education system.

“The future of school choice does not begin with a new fed-
eral mandate from Washington,” DeVos said. Rather, she added, 
the role of the federal government is to help states provide more 
choices for parents as they decide where to send their children.

DeVos met by protesters at Har-
vard speech on school choice 

Protesters stand and hold signs and demonstrate during a speech by Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government in Cambridge, Thursday. Sept. 28, 
2017. She did not interrupt her speech to address the protesters, but later took some pointed ques-
tions from the audience. Asked about protections for transgender student, DeVos said she is com-
mitted to making sure all students are safe. Earlier this year, she rescinded guidance that allowed 
transgender students to use bathrooms that matched their gender identity.  (AP Photo/Maria Danilova)


