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PFC Juliette Punipuao Lagai Tasi 
graduated BCT and OSUT on July 6, 2017 
alongside two other Samoans - PVT2 Siliga 
and PVT2 Nautu.  She is the first Samoan 
female soldier to complete training as a 
19K10 Armor Crewman (Tanker) at Fort 
Benning, GA  PFC Tasi is from the villages 
of Lauli’i/Tafuna and Fitiuta, Manu’a. She 
is the daughter of Fa’auluuluga Lagai and 
Ioane Tasi, and granddaughter of Pa’uulu 
and Togamau Lagai, Fa’avale and the late 
Tautai Tasi. She dedicates her accom-
plishment to her Lagai and Tasi families, 
Capstone Church, Rev. Fiti and  Etevise 
Mamea, and especially her parents and 
siblings for their endless prayers and sup-
port.  PFC Tasi is pictured with her mom 
Fa’auluuluga.     [photo: courtesy]
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Mayweather, McGregor smack 
tour only free thing for fans

     Chicken cost rises
     Turkey Tail drops
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Valo’ia le tula’i ese o le 
kamupani a le StarKist

Le Lali

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Police Commissioner Le’i 
Sonny Thompson says his 
department has not issued any 
“reimbursement” or refund to 
vehicle owners who paid more 
than what is under the law, 
when they renewed their vehicle 
registration and Attorney Gen-
eral Talauega Eleasalo Ale says 
the same,  and apologizes to 
the public for the mistake, and 
says “thank you for helping the 
government.” 

The AG said the administra-
tion will soon be submitting to 
the Fono proposed legislation to 
amend current laws pertaining 
to vehicle registration renewals. 
He did not say exactly what the 
amendment will propose, but 
seems to indicate a ‘higher’ 
registration fee, as did the DPS 
Commish.   

Both men provided testi-
mony before before the Senate 
Public Safety Committee, whose 
chairman Sen. Fa’amausili Mau 
Mau Jr., explained that the 
renewal charge has resulted 
in a public complaint to the 
Attorney General’s Office, and 
it has been mentioned in the 
newspaper, that refunds have 
been issued. 

Fa’amausili, a retired DPS 
senior official, said such refunds 
will have a big impact on ASG 
finances if everyone affected 

receives a refund. He also cited 
provisions of the law 22-1002 
that was the subject of the 
public complaint as well as the 
committee hearing. 

Other senators also sought 
an explanation from Le’i on the 
specific details of the law, that 
has prompted concerns from the 
community.

Le’i notes that the Office of 
Motor Vehicles continues to 
follow the practice, which has 
been in place over the years. 
He pointed to local law, which 
states that it’s $32 for motor 
vehicle license registration, plus 
$12 per ton of weight — at the 
time of registration. 

For motor vehicle renewals 
it’s $32. However, in the past, 
the practice has been to add 
$12 as part of the renewal pro-
cess, Le’i explained; but the 
law doesn’t say that the $12 for 
the tonnage is again to be paid 
during renewal. 

“It only says $32 for 
renewal,” said Le’i, who 
acknowledged that this matter 
only came to his attention after 
a member of the public took the 
complaint to the AG’s Office 
followed by the Attorney Gen-
eral “advising me about the $12 
being added to the [registration] 
renewal” although this has been 
the practice over the years. 

Based on communication 
with the AG’s Office, Le’i said 

he wrote to OMV to halt the 
charging of the $12 for renewals 
while a draft bill would be sub-
mitted by the governor to cor-
rect this provision. 

As to the matter of “reim-
bursement”, Le’i informed the 
committee that he has never 
said anything about reimburse-
ment, which is an issue that 
rests with the AG’s Office, and 
DPS has not issued any “reim-
bursement” — and neither will 
they issue any refunds, because 
DPS does not have the authority 
to do so, under the law.

Talauega agreed and sup-
ported Le’i’s explanation to the 
committee. As for the “refund”, 
which has been raised by 
others, Talauega said there are 
no refunds and “thank you for 
helping the government.” This 
statement resulted in laughter 
from some senators and others 
inside the Senate chamber.

The AG went on to say, the 
law is the law, and a mistake 
was identified, and it has been 
corrected by halting the $12 for 
the renewal.  

He also confirmed that the 
administration is proposing leg-
islation to correct the current 
provision pertaining to renewals 
and he prays that the Fono will 
support this important mea-
sure, as the government moves 
forward.

DPS Commish and 
AG both testify — no 

refunds issued for 
OMV overcharge

AG: “THANK YOU FOR HELPING THE GOVERNMENT” 

Don Nelson and his three sons are very much involved with 
the NMSAS Summer Sanctuary Science in the Village Program 
(SSSV) which shifted to Aunu’u last week. For the fishing tourna-
ment segment of the program, Nelson provided the bait for the 
participants and his sons got to try out the new fishing reels pro-
vided by the NMSAS. Originally from California, Nelson served 
in the US Army and that’s where he met his sweetheart, a Samoan 
woman from Aunu’u.

The couple moved to the territory, where Nelson lives like a 
Samoan taule’ale’a — fishing and farming to provide for his family 
— a lifestyle that he loves.             [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

by Blue Chen-Fruean
Samoa News Correspondent
The local US Army 

Recruiting Station has done it 
again. Breaking records as far 
as getting the territory’s future 
heroes on their way to being 
‘Army Strong’.

On Sept. 9,  2014, the local 
US Army Recruiting Station 
was ranked #1 (worldwide) 
in production out of the 885 
Army recruiting stations and 
centers under the United States 
Army Recruiting Command 
(USAREC), which includes all 
regions representing the 50 US 
states, Puerto Rico, Guam, the 
Commonwealth of Northern 

Mariana Islands, the Federated 
States of Micronesia, Palau, 
the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, Korea, Japan, and 
Europe. 

During FY 2014, the local 
US Army Recruiting Station put 
in a gross total of 153 recruits.

The following year in 2015, 
the total number of recruits 
increased to 171.Last month, 
the local US Army Recruiting 
Station set yet another record. 

This time, for the Delayed 
Entry Program (DEP), signing 
up 70 for active duty and 10 for 
the US Army Reserve — the 
highest number for a single trip 

Local US Army Recruiting Sta-
tion sets world record, again

(Continued on page 3) (Continued on page 11)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

US-based StarKist Co. is 
willing to work with the Trump 
Administration to find more 
effective ways to protect the 
ocean and US waters, but it 
must be done in a way “that 
is science based and does not 
unfairly hurt the American 
Samoan economy and our US 
fishermen,” according to the 
company’s Seafood Procure-
ment director, Cary Gann in a 
July 3rd letter. 

Gann’s letter, addressed to 
US Secretary of Interior, Ryan 
Zinke, was in response to the 
federal agency’s request for 
public comments following 
President Trump’s executive 
order earlier this year in May, 
calling for a review of land and 
marine monument designations 
by former US presidents, going 
back to 1996. 

Although the comment 
period ended July 10th, several 
letters directed to Zinke have 
just been released on the federal 
portal <www.regulations.gov>

Among the monuments under 
review is the  Pacific Remote 
Islands Marine National Monu-
ment (PRIMNM), which was 
expanded by President Obama 
in 2014 and is the subject of the 

StarKist comment-letter. 
Gann points out that since 

since 1963, StarKist has proudly 
and sustainably prepared and 
packaged products that are made 
in America, and the decision 
to expand PRIMNM “puts our 
business model in jeopardy.”

He continued, “The expan-
sion is a serious threat to our 
operations in the territory as 
the U.S. purse seine fleet, our 
largest supplier of light meat 
tuna for American Samoa, has 
lost access to these traditional 
and critically important fishing 
areas.”

Prior to the expansion, 
PRIMNM already protected 
coral reefs and other vulnerable 
habitats by prohibiting fishing 
within 50 miles off shore, he 
said. 

With 15% of the area already 
closed to commercial fishing, 
extensive regulations and con-
servation measures in place, 
and no contact with corals or 
the ocean bottom by the purse 
seine fisheries operating in the 
area, these pristine waters and 
island ecosystems have been 
unaffected for years, said the 
StarKist executive. 

“While no scientific evi-
dence exists in support of the 
expansion as an effective means 
to further protect ocean species 
or habitats, the U.S. fisheries 
and supporting businesses are 
negatively impacted,” he added. 

Further, the International 
Seafood Sustainability Founda-
tion (ISSF) confirms that tuna, 
as a highly migratory species, 
is not likely to be effectively 
managed by marine protected 
areas, marine parks, or marine 
monuments. 

Gann informed Zinke that 
tuna species travel thousands 
of miles through the high seas 
and the EEZs of many nations; 
so the only way to effectively 
manage tuna fisheries is under 
international agreements. 

Additionally, existing robust 
tuna conservation measures, 
international agreements, and 
even the status of the stocks 
are other elements that were 
completely ignored when this 
expansion was approved.

“The tuna industry is a glob-
ally competitive, largely com-
moditized business where profit 
and loss are determined by pen-
nies,” Gann told Zinke. “Amer-
ican Samoa has historically been 
an attractive location to process 
tuna due to a reliable, steady 

supply of high quality whole 
tuna directly delivered from the 
U.S. tuna purse seine fleet oper-
ating in the Western Central 
Pacific fishing grounds.”

“This main advantage has 
been eroded by the expansion 
of the PRIMNM,” Gann said. 
“The expansion has jeopardized 
our fish supply, disrupted pro-
duction, and added cost to our 
operation.”

“While StarKist understands 
the motivation behind the deci-
sion and shares in a commit-
ment to protect our oceans, 
we feel that it is wrong to put 
American industry at risk given 
the lack of scientific evidence to 
justify the expansion.”

Gann concluded, “We are 
willing to work with the cur-
rent administration to find 
more effective ways to protect 
the ocean and our U.S. waters, 
but we must do so in a way 
that is science based and does 
not unfairly hurt the American 
Samoan economy and our US 
fishermen.”

In his official five-page 
written address to the joint ses-
sion of the Fono on Monday, 
Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga said 
the reduction of fishing grounds 
due to federal policies to expand 
ocean monuments, sanctuaries, 
and closing the high seas fishing 
has affected the supply and cost 
of fish delivered to StarKist.

“These increased costs create 
a financial disadvantage and 
reduces our canneries’ ability 
to compete with low wage 
tuna producing countries,” said 
Lolo, adding that “American 
Samoa’s financial and eco-
nomic future is directly tied to 
the financial health of StarKist 
and its continued existence in 
the Territory.”

“Our commitment to Starkist 
can be seen in the actions our 
government has taken to sustain 
its operation,” he said; however, 
it’s “quite obvious that what the 
Territory has done to support 
the sustainability of StarKist is 
just not enough because of the 
highly competitive nature of the 
fishing industry.”

As reported early this week 
by Samoa News, Tri Marine 
Group recommended that the 
federal government begin a 
rule making process to remove 
commercial fishing restric-
tion for tuna in certain area of 
waters around PIRMNM. (See 
Samoa News July 12 edition for 
details.)

StarKist Co. addresses 
expansion of Pacific 

Remote Islands Marine 
National Monument

Some of the enthusiastic youngsters of Aunu’u Island listening 
to instructions during the last day of the National Marine Sanc-
tuary of American Samoa’s (NMSAS) Summer Sanctuary Science 
in the Village (SSSV) program last week. 
 [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

SAYS THERE IS A LACK OF SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE  
TO JUSTIFY THE EXPANSION

ACCURACY
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our accuracy,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599
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— globally.
“This is the highest enlist-

ment from one  recruiting office 
within a two-week timeframe,” 
shared Sergeant First Class 
(SFC) Kenny N. Tran, the head 
of the local US Army Recruiting 
Station, headquartered on the 
second floor of the Laufou 
Shopping Center in Nuuuli.

The Delayed Entry Pro-
gram, SFC Tran explained, 
means “our applicants can sign 
their contract and wait until 
training date. During this time, 
their  status  changes from 
‘applicant’ to Future Soldier 
(FS) and they are  placed in 
the DEP to hold their training  
seat.”  A Future Soldier in the 
DEP is required “to main-
tain their physical standard as 
the day they entered the DEP, 
and the recruiter will assist 
them with additional admin-
istrative requirements prior 
to training date i.e. physical 
training, bank set-up for direct 
deposits, and completing and 
passing the occupational phys-
ical assessment test.”

According to local recruiter 

SFC Shaun Salanoa, there are 
three DEP trips per fiscal year. 
This year, they set the new 
record for a single DEP trip 
with 80 recruits. The highest 
number prior to that was 71, a 
record that was also set by the 
local US Army Recruiting Sta-
tion back in 2015.

SFC Tran said that this 
year’s DEP record is a result of 
a combination of things, with 
more exceptions being granted 
and more training seats opening 
up for the territory’s applicants.

When asked if he believes 
the recruiting numbers will con-
tinue to increase and why, SFC 
Tran responded, “This number 
will fluctuate depending on 
the  number of recruiters man-
ning the office. As long as we 
can maintain the number of 
recruiters here on the island, 
we can continue to enlist the 
same amount of new future 
soldiers.”

SFC Salanoa said those inter-
ested in joining the US Army 
can register to take the ASVAB 
(Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery), which is the 

initial step in recruitment.
Registration can be made at 

their Nuuuli office and the actual 
testing (held every Wednesday) 
is conducted at the SFC Konelio 
Pele Army Reserve Center in 
Tafuna.

In January 2012, American 
Samoa made national headlines 
when it recorded the highest 
number of casualties in Iraq per 
capita than any other part of the 
United States. That year, over 
4,250 American service mem-
bers had been killed in Iraq and 
17 of them were from American 
Samoa.

The US Army has become 
the go-to for local parents 
looking to give their kids a 
bright, guaranteed future. The 
Army offers money for edu-
cation, comprehensive health 
care, family services and sup-
port groups, special pay for spe-
cial duties, and cash allowances 
to cover the cost of living.

More information on the 
benefits available from the US 
Army can be obtained by vis-
iting their office in Nuuuli or by 
calling 699-3116/252-7493

NAPA SAMOA 
699-NAPA/6272

NEED a 
Battery?

Stop by today and check out  
our new arrivals in store.

Go to NAPA!

We have a wide variety  
of batteries in stock.

 
MYVISION EYE CENTER & OPTICAL

(MVECO)
“improved SIGHT, improved LIFE”

Ph: (684) 699-5246
Fax: (684) 699-5248

Employment Opportunity
Optician & Optical Laboratory Technician

MYVISION EYE CENTER & OPTICAL is seeking for detailed, self-moti-
vated and fast learning individual who can deliver high quality service 
and products in maintaining lenses; maintaining logs and record books; 
troubleshooting and resolving problems; helping with special projects
Duties- Must know how to read a manual lensometer, must have 
knowledge on high-end optical products and digital progressive lenses, 
etc. 
Skills/Qualifications- Lab environment, Clinical Lab Testing, Equip-
ment Calibration, self-development.

Contact Dr. L. Petaia-Steffany or Ta’isi Steffany @ 699-
5246 or send in resume to myvisioneyectr@gmail.com

We are located inside KSMart Store on Ili’ili Road

➧ Local US Army…
Continued from page 1

      30TH PACIFIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE
Pictured is the 14-member ASDOE delegation heading to Koror, Palau for the 30th Pacific Edu-

cation Conference (PEC), set for July 17-21 under the theme, ‘Quality and Sustainability in Edu-
cation for Student Success’. ASDOE deputy director Faaui Vaitautolu is heading the delegation — 
made up of nine elementary and high school teachers, including a former Teacher of the Year, five 
school principals, and 2017 Principal of the Year, Laloleva Polu.

According to ASDOE officials, due to a previous commitment, the current Territorial Teacher of 
the Year,  Dana Ili is not able to attend the PEC. Education director Dr. Ruth Matagi-Tofiga said 
this is one of the largest contingencies from ASDOE to attend the PEC in a while.  The event is held 
bi-annually.  “The PEC is a major source of professional development for our teachers and school 
administrators; our contingency will also be presenting at the 2017 PEC,” said Dr. Matagi-Tofiga, 
who noted that the 2017 topic is “Building the Road to Comprehension — One Word at a Time”. 
She said their presentation “offers an exploration of vocabulary strategies that will not only help our 
students with reading comprehension but will also offer different ways for teachers to present unfa-
miliar words to our Pacific children, who are mostly English language learners.”

The 30th PEC is co-hosted by the Republic of Palau’s Ministry of Education, the Palau Commu-
nity College, and the Pacific Resources for Education and Learning (PREL). The last PEC, in 2015, 
brought together over 1,000 participants and featured 110 workshops and seven plenary sessions, 
according to the PEC website.  [photo: ASDOE]
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In this image made from a Wednesday, July 12, 2017, video, former soldier Dustin Lyles listens 
during an interview with The Associated Press in Oak Grove, Ky. Lyles, a medically retired soldier, 
said the arrest of Ikaika Kang, a U.S. soldier accused of wanting to commit a mass shooting after 
pledging loyalty to the Islamic State group, came as a shock and that he never heard Kang express 
support for the enemy. They shared sleeping quarters, ate together and practiced mixed martial arts. 

(AP Photo/Kristin Hall)

HONOLULU (AP) — A 
U.S. soldier accused of wanting 
to commit a mass shooting after 
pledging loyalty to the Islamic 
State group believed the moon 
landing was faked, questioned 
the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy and thought 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks 
were an inside job coordi-
nated by the U.S. government, 
according to a former Army 
bunkmate.

Army Sgt. 1st Class Ikaika 
Kang was ordered held without 
bail in federal court in Honolulu 
Thursday after a brief detention 
hearing. Kang’s court-appointed 
attorney Birney Bervar did not 
contest his client’s detention 
but said after the hearing that 
he will ask for a mental health 
evaluation.

A “turning point” for Kang’s 
mental state seems to be a 2011 
deployment, Bervar said: “He’s 
a decorated American soldier 
for 10 years, goes to Afghani-
stan and comes back and things 
start going off the rails.”

Bervar said his client may 
suffer from service-related 
mental health issues of which 
the government was aware but 
neglected to treat.

“It looks like rather than 
helping him, the government 
exploited and took advantage of 
him,” Bervar said.

“Kang’s military training, 
weapons abilities and personal 
combat skills, coupled with 
his strong stated desire to kill 
people in the name of Islamic 
State, makes him one of the 
more dangerous criminal defen-

dants to have been charged in 
this judicial district,” prosecu-
tors wrote in a motion asking 
that be held without bail.

According to court docu-
ments, Kang met with under-
cover agents he thought were 
from the Islamic State group at 
a home in Honolulu, where he 
pledged allegiance to the group 
and kissed an Islamic State flag.

Kang was arrested immedi-
ately “to remove the possibility 
that he would act on his impulse 
to kill people in the name of 
Islamic State,” prosecutors 
wrote.

Bervar noted that since Kang 
never had any contact with real 
members of the group, the gov-
ernment was “pouring gasoline 
on the fire of his mental illness.”

Kang and Dustin Lyles, 
a medically retired soldier, 
bunked together for a month in 
2013 during military training. 
The two were friends for sev-
eral years before Lyle left the 
Army and the two lost touch.

Lyles told The Associated 
Press that Kang’s arrest came as 
a shock and that he never heard 
Kang express support for the 
enemy. 

They shared sleeping quar-
ters, ate together and practiced 
mixed martial arts.

“If I had known that then ... 
I wouldn’t even have talked to 
him after that,” Lyles said.

Lyles said he and Kang 
debated about conspiracies, 
including that 9/11 was staged 
by the U.S. to spark wars in the 
Middle East.

Kang aspired to become a pro 

MMA fighter, Lyles said. Kang 
completed a course to become 
a tactical combat instructor to 
soldiers, according to an FBI 
complaint filed in court.

With help from a Veterans 
Administration loan, Kang pur-
chased a condo in May 2016 in 
a tidy suburban complex about 
a 20-minute drive to Schofield 
Barracks, according to property 
records.

Dee Asuncion, the real estate 
agent who helped him with 
his condo purchase, told The 
Associated Press that there was 
one conversation that seemed 
strange to her. 

He talked about having 
respect for the ideology of 
Islamic terrorist groups.

She also said the two were 
driving around together looking 
at properties and began talking 
about road rage. “(Kang) goes, 
‘One time I followed this guy 
from the east side down to the 
west side,’” she recalled. “I told 
him, ‘Don’t do stuff like that. 
Just let it go.’”

Kang’s father, Clifford 
Kang, told the Honolulu Star-
Advertiser his son’s promotion 
to sergeant first class came in 
the last six months, and told the 
newspaper he was proud of his 
son for serving and his position 
as an air traffic controller.

But the father was worried 
about the stress of the job.

“I kept on telling him, 
‘Being an air traffic controller 
(is) too stressful. You can 
always change ... and they will 
understand.’ And he said, ‘I can 
handle.’”

Hawaii soldier held without 
bail on terrorism charges 

by Rhonda Annesley, editor
The Basic Food Index as 

of June 2017, released on July 
10th by the American Samoa 
Statistics Division of the Com-
merce Department, is registered 
at 102.24 points, a decrease of 
0.02% from the May index of 
102.26 points, mainly due to the 
big drop in the cost of turkey 
tails.

According to the ASSD, for 
the monthly survey, six major 
food outlets were selected. 
The following food items saw 
their average prices increase: 
chicken legs, canned tuna, and 
butter. “The cost of a 22 pound 
box of chicken legs continues to 
increase for the month of June 
by 4.2% and has been rising 
since February 2017,” ASSD 
said in its press release.

However, despite the 
increase of the 22-pound 
chicken legs case, the DOC- 

Stats division said, “the slight 
drop in the BFI… is due pri-
marily to substantial decrease 
of 10.9 percent in the cost of 
turkey tails.”

It says the “rest of the food 
items remained constant in 
the month of June 2017. Only 
four commodities decreased 
this month” — fresh fish, rice, 
turkey tails, and mayonnaise.

The US chicken industry 
is experiencing a significant 
shortage of small, live-weight 
chickens due to poor breeder 
and egg performances, causing 
a rise in wholesale prices, with 
a higher price rally for leg quar-
ters, according to usfoods.com. 
Conversely, 

turkey products are seeing 
a flat market, with demand not 
expected to return until later in 
the year.

  American Samoa gets its 
poultry from the U.S.

Chicken cost 
rises, turkey 

tails drop
BASIC FOOD INDEX FOR THE MONTH OF  

JUNE 2017 DECREASED

This photo provided by the Oregon State Police shows eels on 
Highway 101 after a truck hauling them overturned in Depoe Bay, 
Ore., Thursday, July 13, 2017. Police said Salvatore Tragale was 
driving north with 13 containers holding 7,500 pounds (3,402 
kilograms) of hagfish, which are commonly known as slime eels. 

(Oregon State Police via AP)



samoa news, Friday, July 14, 2017  Page 5  

Compiled by Samoa News staff
MCIL & THE CITIZENSHIP 

INVESTMENT ACT
The Citizenship Investment 

Act 2016 has attracted a lot of 
interest and government offi-
cials are now engaging with 
potential investors.

The Act is an initiative by 
government to attract new busi-
nesses to stimulate the economy 
and create new employment 
opportunities.

And there has been a lot of 
interest, reiterates the Chief 
Executive with the Ministry 
of Commerce, Industry and 
Labour, (MCIL) Pulotu Lyndon 
Chu Ling.

As the implementing agency 
of the Act, MCIL have been pro-
moting the new law designed 
to attract foreigners to receive 
a Samoan citizenship.  How-
ever in return they must start 
a business operation in Samoa 
that will create new jobs.  “The 
response from many of the inter-
ested parties appears positive 
and many have communicated 
back to us after initial contact,” 
says Pulotu. And he suspects 
that perhaps the main reason 
for investors not coming for-
ward immediately could be that 
they were under the assumption 
once they pay up the initial $4 
million tala upfront payment 
for a Samoan citizenship, their 
deal is sealed.  “There are a few 
mandatory requirements which 
include a medical and police 
report as well a proven business 
record.etc.  “In drafting the Act, 
due diligence was exhausted 
which include public hearings 
to garner the views of the people 
and stakeholders,” added 

Pulotu.“ And part of the Act 
was designed based on public 
reservations and even grave 
concerns voiced in parliament 
by the lawmakers that putting a 
price tag on Samoan citizenship 
would open the gateway for for-
eigners to take over the country.

But not according to the Act.
Citizenship by Investment is 

the granting of citizenship status 
to an individual (and immediate 
family members) contingent 
upon a specified and quantifi-
able investment in Samoa. 

This scheme is administered 
by the Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Labour under the 
provisions of the Citizenship 
Investment Act 2016 and its 
Regulations 2016. 

Previously there were only 
four options to obtain Samoan 
Citizenship which were Citi-
zenship by Birth, Citizenship 
by Decent, Citizenship by Mar-
riage or Citizenship by Per-
manent Residency. This new 
program will allow individuals 
and immediate family members 
an additional option to obtain 
Samoan Citizenship through 
investment.

(Source: M.P.M.C. Press 
Secretary)

PM CHAIRS PACIFIC 
GAMES COMMITTEE
Samoa has started it prepara-

tions to host the Pacific Games 
2019 even though the Pacific 
Games Council will meet at the 
end of the month to determine 
the host country.  But it’s not 
stopping the Samoa Govern-
ment from preparing to host 
the games, says Prime Minister 
Tuilaepa Lupesoliai Sailele 
Malielegaoi.

As of now, Samoa is the 
only country to have officially 
submitted its request to host the 
next Pacific Games after Tonga 
pulled the plug last month. The 
Kingdom had cited financial 
reasons and different priorities 
as grounds for their withdrawal.

And adopting the Scouts 
Code, To be Prepared, the 
Prime Minister this week was 
appointed as the Chairman of 
the Pacific Games 2019 Prepa-
rations Executive Committee. 
“I remain firm on my resolve 
that we are more than prepared 
to host the Pacific Games,” said 
Tuilaepa. “We have the facili-
ties coupled with our impec-
cable hosting record of world 
sporting events.” 

The Prime Minister con-
tinued, “In recent years Samoa 
hosted the Oceania Weight-
lifting Championships, the 
Commonwealth Youth Games 
and the All Blacks test against 
Manu Samoa. Subsequently 
China recently committed to 
fund major improvements to 
our sporting facilities at the 
Apia Park and Tu’anaimato.

“We have always stand ready 
to host international sporting 
events because of the capabili-
ties and the quality of sporting 
facilities constructed for the 
2007 Pacific Games,” he said.

Early this month, Tuilaepa 
also wrote to the President of 
the Pacific Games Council reaf-
firming Samoa’s request to host 

the Pacific Games.
In that letter, the Prime Min-

ister indicated that if Samoa 
is given the hosting rights, he 
will return to competition as 
one of the country’s Archery 
competitors.

In 2007, Tuilaepa became the 
first government leader to rep-
resent his country in an interna-
tional sport competition during 
the Pacific Games in Samoa. He 
won a silver medal and says he 
will make his comeback in 2019 
in Apia to claim the gold medal 
he missed in 2007.

Tahiti and New Caledonia 
have publicly declared their 
interest to bid for the 2019 
Pacific Games hosting rights.

(Source: M.P.M.C. Press 
Secretary)

Le Hunza Wellness Massage 

“Le Core Detoxifier” 
This special treatment designed to aid in cleansing, detoxifying 

and rejuvenating “core” muscles, including abdominals, lower 

back and gluteal areas.

•. cellulite appearance (individual results vary)
•. blood circulation
•. digestion
•. appetite
•. gas, constipation
•  insomnia (stress-related)
•. weight loss
•. post-workout recovery

Call Today to schedule an appointment: 770-0138
We are located at the Fagatogo Market (across Tumu’s Fale Coffee)

Mo se to’omaga mai i mafatiaga ma tiga o le tino.
Helps to improve:

**strictly therapeutic massage

SPECIAL

MOSOOI BUSINESS CENTER
New Commercial Building located in Tafuna adjacent to the 

Tradewinds Hotel now available for LEASE.
We welcome the private sector and/or government agencies.  

First and second floor units are available.
For more information please inquire at: mosooibctr@gmail.com.

Pacific Island 
News in Brief
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TSM MART
FROZEN
•	 BONELESS	BEEF		........................-	$2.65/lb
•	 LAMB	FLAP		................................-	$3.20/lb
•	 LAMB	NECK		...............................-	$2.25/lb
•	 PORK	BUTT		................................-	$1.89/lb
•	 PORK	CHOP		................................-	$1.65/lb
•	 PORK	SPARERIBS		......................-	$22.85/cs
•	 SWAII	FILLET		.............................-	$2.35/lb
•	 SWAII	STEAK		.............................-	$4.40/lb
•	 CRAB	MEAT	FLAKES	16oz		.........-	$1.50/pk
•	 CRAB	MEAT	STICK	16oz		............-	$1.50/pk
•	 GROUND	BEEF	ON	TRAY		............-	$3.50/lb	
•	 YELLOW	FIN		...............................-	$2.55/lb
•	 FRENCH	FRIES	SKIN	ON	5lb	.......-	$4.99/pk
•	 EGG	LARGE		................................-	$1.99/dz
•	 EGG	SMALL		................................-	$1.00/dz
•	 EGG	LOCAL	(TAPUTIMU)		............-	$1.99/dz
•	 ICE	CREAM	1.5qt		.......................-	$8.95
•	 ICE	CREAM	3Gal		........................-	$24.95

699-6312

Mid-Year Sale
NOW until SUNDAY, JULY 16th

DRY
•	 DIAMOND	RICE	50lb		..................-	$23.95/ble
•	 GOLDEN	STATE	50lb		..................-	$20.99/ble
•	 SUNWHITE	RICE	50lb		.................-	$23.95/ble
•	 RFC	SPECIAL	40lb		.....................-	$17.95/ble
•	 DIAMOND	25lb		...........................-	$12.50/ble
•	 BIGLOAF		.....................................-	22.95/ble
•	 OIL	5	GAL	....................................	-	23.95
•	 	SF	OIL	24oz		...............................-	$1.29/pc
•	 SF	OIL	40oz		................................-	$2.15/pc
•	 SF	OIL	64oz		................................-	$3.45/pc
•	 SF	OIL	1GAL		...............................-	$6.89/pc
•	 SUGAR	1kg	.................................-	$1.25bg
•	 SUGAR	2kg		................................-	$2.35/bg
•	 SUGAR	4KG		................................-	$4.70/bg
•	 KETCHUP	6LB		............................-	$5.10/pc
•	 KETCHUP	35oz		...........................-	$2.55/pc
•	 KETCHUP	44oz		...........................-	$2.99/pc
•	 KETCHUP	24oz		...........................-	$1.85/pc
•	 KETCHUP	64oz		...........................-	$3.75/pc
•	 KIKKOMAN	5oz		..........................-	$1.10/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	10oz		........................-	$1.70/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	15oz		........................-	$2.35/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	20oz		........................-	$2.95/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	1.25qt		......................-	$4.60/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	2qt		...........................-	$5.99/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	1gal		.........................-	$11.50/bot
•	 KIKKOMAN	1gal		.........................-	$12.50/can
•	 KIKKOMAN	5gal		.........................-	$41.75/bl
•	 SMART	MILK		..............................-	$15.99/cs
•	 FULL	CREAM	MILK		.....................-	$14.99/cs
•	 REAL	FRESH	ILK		........................-	$16.99/cs
•	 EATWELL	TUNA	12/5oz		..............-	$14.75/cs
•	 ALBACORE	TUNA	24/5oz		...........-	$21.95/cs
•	 CHUNK	LIGHT	TUNA	48/5oz		.......-	$29.95/cs
•	 TUNA	POUCH		..............................

Come! Shop! Shop! Shop!
As	we	make	the	prices	drop,	drop,	drop!

New arrivals of 
STUFFED TOYS, TOYS,  

SHOES, KITCHEN STUFF,  
CAR ACCESSORIES.

Visit	our	2nd	floor	-	many	more	items	to	choose	from.	
Hurry while supplies last!

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-074-2017

Issuance Date: July 3, 2017 Closing Date:  July 27, 2017
 No later than 2:00 p.m. (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are invited from qualified firms to provide “Pago Pago International 

Airport – Apron Rehabilitation Phase 2- Construction” for the Department of Port 
Administration.

2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa 

Government, Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 2:00 p.m. (local time), July 27, 2017 
at which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. MANDATORY PRE-BID CONFERENCE
 A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on July 14, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. at the 

Office of Procurement Conference Room. Bids will not be accepted from bidders who 
are not present at the pre-bid meeting.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
 Electronic copies of contract documents, including Plans and Scope of Work can be 

examined or obtained from the Office of Procurement during regular business hours free 
of charge.

5. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid.
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding 

as may be in the best interest of American Samoa Government.

Prime Minister Tuilaepa Lupesoliai Sailele Malielegaoi was 
awarded a silver medal in archery in the 2007 Pacific Games.

 [Courtesy photo]

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The annual Two Samoa 
Talks has been moved to later 
next month and will be hosted 
by Samoa, said Commerce 
Department director Keniseli 
Lafaele, during a cabinet 
meeting Tuesday. 

Held at the Gov. Rex 
Lee Auditorium, the cabinet 
meeting was also when Gov. 
Lolo Matalasi Moliga officially 
informed cabinet members 
that Samoa has selected a new 
Head of State, Tuimaleali’ifano 
Vaaletoa Sualauvi II.

Samoa’s Counsel General in 
American Samoa, Auseugaefa 
Va’asatia Poloma Komiti, told 
Samoa News last week that 
Tuimaleali’ifano will officially 
become the new Head of State 
on July 26th, while the term of 
current Head of State Tui Atua 
Tupua Tamasese Efi, ends on 
July 25th.

SAMOA TALKS
Lafaele said the annual 

Executive Summit of the two 
Samoas headed by Gov. Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga and Samoa 
Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sailele 
Malielegaoi was initially set for 
Aug. 3 and 4. However, it has 
since been moved to the third 
week of August due to the gov-
ernor’s overseas trip towards 
the end of this month. 

According to the DOC 
director, it is the Two Samoa 
Talks Joint Samoa Economic 
Integration Committee that 
met more regularly in the past 
4 years. This committee is 
co-chaired by Lafaele — on 
behalf of the American Samoa 
Government, and the CEO of 
the Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Labor for Samoa, 
who sometimes alternated with 

the CEO of Samoa’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, on behalf of the Samoa 
government. 

Lafaele said the Economic 
Integration Committee will be 
calling a meeting soon to pre-
pare for the annual Executive 
Summit. 

The Summit covers a 
broader range of subjects in 
addition to Economic Inte-
gration- Immigration/Legal 
Issues, Mutual legal assistance, 
Telecommunications, Energy/
Utilities/Infrastructure, Trans-
port, Joint Disaster Prepared-
ness, Tourism, Sports, Health, 
Youth/Women/Culture, Cli-
mate Change/Environment, and 
Education.

Other key areas, aside from 
economic integration, includes 
renewable energy; standard-
izing terminology for tsunami 
& cyclone warnings; annual 
health summit of the two 
Samoas; and collaboration on 
issues of mutual importance 
relating to youth, women, and 
culture, according to Lafaele’s 
presentation at the cabinet 
meting. 

Lafaele also shared with cab-
inet directors several key areas 
of discussion from last year’s 
summit. For example, in the 
area of ‘trade in goods’, discus-
sions focused on tariff reduc-
tion and Value Added Goods 
and Services Tax Exemption.

Immigration included 
tourism and business permits; 
for transportation, discussions 
focused on air transport — air-
fares and shipping; for financial 
and banking service — it dealt 
with money transfer businesses 
to open local bank accounts. 

Another area of great interest 
for the two Samoas focused on 

Annual 2Samoa 
Talks to be held next 

month in Samoa

(Continued on page 9)
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

PROCLAMATION
“NATIONAL PASSENGER SAFETY INITIATIVE” 

JULY 17 - JULY 28, 2017 

WHEREAS,  the safety and well-being of passengers and motorists in our Territory is a 
critical part of our government’s public safety mission; and

WHEREAS, Law Enforcement Officers, Motor Carrier Inspectors and Public Safety Officials 
throughout the Nation, will join forces to increase awareness of transportation safety rules 
and regulations during the National Passenger Safety Initiative (aka National Passenger 
Carrier Strike Force); and
WHEREAS, in American Samoa, the Department of Public Safety’s Motoro Carrier 
Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) and Law Enforcement Officers will work together 
to strengthen our Territory’s transportation safety efforts in observance of this National 
Passenger Safety Initiative.  In addition to the various informative and educational activities, 
MCSAP Officers/Inspectors will be conducting inspections of all Buses utilized for the 
purpose of transporting students to and from school, and privately owned buses transporting 
the public on the highways of our Territory to ensure they meet the safety standards as 
required by both federal and our local laws; and
WHEREAS, these information events will ennhance the safety of our roads as our public 
safety agencies increase their presence throughout the Territory and conduct inspections to 
enforce driver and vehicle compliance with federal and local law.
NOW THEREFORE, I, Lolo Matalasi Moliga, Governor of American Samoa, 
do hereby proclaim July 17th through July 28th, 2017, NATIONAL PASSENGER SAFETY 
INITIATIVE.  In so doing, I urge the people of American Samoa to do their part in helping 
save lives by adhering to federal and local transportation rules and regulations.  Futhermore, 
I commend the individuals, government entitites and community organizations, who 
dedicate their time and efforts to ensuring that transportation safety laws are enforced and 
followed.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and cause the Great Seal of the 
Territory of American Samoa to be affixed on this 13th day of July, in the Year of our Lord, 
Two Thousand Seventeen.
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CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) 
— Nevada moved Thursday 
to reduce supply problems at 
recreational marijuana stores 
that have faced overwhelming 
demand for newly legal pot and 
the possibility of their shelves 
going empty.

Regulators approved emer-
gency rules that would speed up 
licensing for pot distributors, a 
sticking point that launched a 
legal battle and threatened the 
flow of supplies after dozens of 
retailers started selling recre-
ational marijuana on July 1.

Nevada’s law is unique 
among legal pot states, dictating 
that only alcohol wholesalers 
can transport the drug from 
growers to storefronts for the 
next 18 months. But the state 
rewrote the rules Thursday used 
to enforce the state’s pot law to 
make it clear that it’s legal under 
certain circumstances to license 
some retailers to transport pot 
from growers to storefronts.

Gov. Brian Sandoval 
endorsed the proposal last 
week after a judge ruled in June 
state law dictates only alcohol 
wholesalers can transport pot 
from growers to store fronts the 
next 18 months.  The new regu-
lation makes it clear that’s legal, 
at least for now.

 A lawyer for the alcohol 
wholesaler groups that won 
the court injunction told the tax 
panel during Thursday’s three-
hour hearing that he’s con-
vinced the new regulation is just 
as illegal as the earlier one the 
judge threw out. James DeVolld, 
chairman of the Nevada Tax 
Commission charged with reg-
ulating recreational marijuana, 
sought reassurances from state 
attorneys that they are on solid 
legal ground before joining the 
other commissioners in backing 
the emergency regulation 
unanimously. 

“I think like all the commis-
sioners, this is such an important 
time in the state of Nevada’s 
existence that I just want to do 
it right,” DeVolld said.

Many retailers were previ-
ously licensed to sell and dis-
tribute medical pot, so they 
started stockpiling supplies 
months ago in an anticipation 
of high demand for recreational 
marijuana. But representatives 
of several of the 47 retailers 
now licensed to sell recreation-
ally testified before the tax 
panel Thursday their shelves are 
nearly empty because there’s 
no distribution mechanism that 
allows them to restock.

Nevada Department of 
Taxation Executive Director 
Deonne Contine announced 
at the hearing in Carson City 
that the agency has approved 
licenses for two alcohol whole-
salers in compliance with a 
court order to begin distributing 
recreational pot to retailers.

But she said it’s too soon to 
tell if Crooked Wine of Reno 
and Rebel Wine of Las Vegas 
will be able to handle the 
demand statewide.

 She said one of the new 
licensees is “pretty stressed out 
about what he’s going to be 
asked to do.”

“There’s room in this market 
for plenty of more,” Contine 
said, adding that she’s hopeful 
some additional alcohol whole-
salers could be licensed in the 
days or weeks ahead.

“Businesses could close their 
doors or are not going to be able 
to get products they are legally 
licensed to sell,” she said.

The state has filed an appeal 
asking the Nevada Supreme 
Court to overturn Carson City 
Judge James Wilson’s ruling 
prohibiting distribution licenses 
for anyone other than alcohol 
wholesalers. 

$5

Nevada adopts 
emergency 

rules to combat 
pot bottleneck 
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professional training opportuni-
ties in specialized fields, such as 
education and medicine.

Lafaele encouraged key ASG 
agencies and partners to play 
an instrumental role in relevant 
areas of discussions. Among the 
agencies are ASTCA, Agricul-
ture, Commerce, Legal Affairs, 
Visitors Bureau, Port Adminis-
tration, and Marine and Wildlife 
Resources. For the private sector 
partners, it’s the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Lolo called on Lafaele and 
other members of the American 
Samoa delegation to work on 
firming up a summit date.

 Republican Party of American Samoa
P.O. Box 3506 Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

Commissioner Tavake, Butch Folauo’o, Angie Lankilde and Stadium Staff 
South Pacific Water Sports - Michael & Paula McDonald and team
Apulu Veronika Mortensen, Taebo Defense Instructor
LDS Pago Pago 2nd Ward Special Choir 
Aumua Amata
Tualauta Rep. Sam Meleisea & Rep. Vui Saulo
Panamex - Khaleena Strachan
KS Mart, Inc - Solip Hong 
Fermin Ferreira
Randy Da Silva
Larry Da Rosa
Pedro Esquittini
STEM - Edna Noga
American Samoa Handball Club 
Avei and his Wellness Team
Frank Barron - Purse Seine Samoa 
Department of Health: Director Motusa Tuileama Nua, Deputy Fara Utu, NP Tele Hill & Staff 
ASCC Student Services - Christine Lagarejos
Fatuoaiga Catholic Youth & Families
Each Participant of the RPAS 5K Fun Run
Supporters; Family and Friends 
Media; KHJ Radio(Sia Atofau & Tua Uli), Samoa News, 90.3 FM Radio, KVZK 

“Make American Samoa Healthy! Galue mo le Soifua Maloloina o Amerika Samoa.”

Our heartfelt Thank You and Fa’afetai Tele Lava to everyone who supported 
our 5K Run/Walk this past weekend.  Your support made it a great success.

Paid for by the Republican Party of American Samoa

Thank You!  Fa’afetai Tele Lava!

 GOP opera-
tive took his 
own life in 
Minnesota

➧ Annual…
Continued from page 6

A look at some of American Samoa’s brave men and women who are proudly serving in the United States Army and stationed at Fort Lewis, WA. The group was very 
much a part of last week’s cultural celebrations during the week-long festivities for Flag Day in Washington state. Samoa News thanks you for your service!

 [photo: courtesy]

CHICAGO (AP) — A 
former private equity adviser 
and Republican operative who 
died soon after telling The Wall 
Street Journal he tried during 
the 2016 presidential election 
campaign to obtain Hillary 
Clinton’s missing emails from 
Russian hackers killed him-
self, according to a state death 
record obtained by the Chicago 
Tribune.

The Tribune  said it obtained 
the record from Olmsted 
County, Minnesota, saying 
that Peter W. Smith, 81, took 
his own life in a hotel near the 
Mayo Clinic on Sunday, May 
14. He was found with a bag 
over his head with a source of 
helium attached. A note from 
Smith found by police said 

(Continued on page 10)
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that he was taking his own life 
because of bad health and his 
life insurance was expiring, the 
Tribune reported.

The report prompted specu-
lation on social media that 
Smith’s death was connected 
to the investigation. However, 
nothing in the Tribune story 

suggests a connection.
Smith’s death came about 10 

days after the Journal said that 
he granted the newspaper an 
interview. The Journal reported 
that Smith said in the interview 
that he was convinced that 
emails missing from Clinton’s 
server were of Russian hackers. 

AMERICAN SAMOA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
RE-BID

IFB No. Re-Bid ASCC# 005-2017 Due Date and Time:  July 24, 2017
Date of Issuance: July 5, 2017 No Later than 2:00p.m. Local Time
The American Samoa Community College (ASCC) issues an Invitation for Bids (IFB) 
from qualified firms to submit bids for the following:

“FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT (FF&E)  
FOR ASCC NEW MULTIPURPOSE CENTER BUILDING”

SUBMISSION:
An original and one (1) copy of the Invitation for Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope 
marked:  “ASCC IFB#004-2017 Furniture, Furnishings & Equipment for new Multipurpose 
Building”   Bids are to be sent or email to the following address and will be received no later 
than 2:00p.m. Local Time; Monday, July 24, 2017:     

ASCC Procurement Office
Mapusaga Campus, 
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Attn:  Jessie Su’esu’e, Procurement Officer
Email:  j.suesue@amsamoa.edu

Any bids received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.  Late submissions will not be opened and will be determined as being non-
responsive.
DOCUMENTS:
The IFB complete package detailing requirements is available at the ASCC Procurement 
Office, Mapusaga Campus during normal working hours and may also be obtained by emailing 
j.suesue@amsamoa.edu
RIGHT OF REJECTION:
The American Samoa Community College (ASCC) reserves the right to reject any and/or all 
bids and to waive any irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted bid proposals that are 
not in the best interest of the college or the public.
Approved for Issuance by;
Dr. Rosevonne Makaiwi Pato
President, American Samoa Community College (ASCC)

Washington, DC – Thursday, 
July 13, 2017 — Congress-
woman Aumua Amata would 
like to extend her sincere con-
gratulations and appreciation 
to Command Sergeant Major 
Charles M. Tobin, who retires 
from the United States Army 
this month after nearly 34 years 
of service. 

CSM Tobin is a native of 
Pago Pago, American Samoa 
and Lotopa Village, Samoa, 
and joined the Army in October 
1983.

“I consider CSM Tobin to 
be a very close friend. I first 
met Charles when the Army 
invited me to Germany to cel-
ebrate Asian Pacific Heritage 
Month, and over the years I 
have gotten to know him well,” 
stated Amata. “We in American 
Samoa are all very proud of 
each and every one of our sons 
and daughters who serve in 
our great nation’s military, and 
today, we are doubly proud of 
the Command Sergeant Major 
for his outstanding and stead-
fast service to our grateful 
nation. May God continue to 
bless you Command Sergeant 
Major Tobin, and best wishes 

on your future endeavors.”
Hosting the ceremony was 

Lt. Gen. Darrell K. Williams, 
USA, Director of the Defense 
Logistics Agency. In attendance 
was the Command Sergeant 
Major’s family, and Acting 
Secretary of Insular Affairs 
Nikolao Pula.

The Command Sergeant 
Major’s career has taken him 
all over the world, and he 
has participated in Opera-
tions: Upholding Democracy, 
Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi 
Freedom. His awards and deco-
rations include: 

the Legion of Merit with two 
oak leaf clusters, the Bronze 
Star Medal with two oak leaf 
clusters, the Defense Merito-
rious Medal, the Meritorious 
Service Medal with four oak 
leaf clusters, the Jumpmaster 
Badge and the Air Assault 
Badge.  He is also a recipient 
of the Distinguished Order 
of Saint Martin for the Quar-
termaster Regiment and the 
General Brehon B. Somervell 
Medal of Excellence.
(Source: Congresswoman Ama-
ta’s Office — Washington DC)

➧ GOP Operative…
Continued from page 9

From L-R: Paulo Momoisea from Amaluia, SFC (USA Ret.) Robert Tua from Aasu, CSM (USA Ret.) and Mrs. Ioakimo Falaniko from Utulei, Mrs. Robert Tua, Vasa 
Loa and daughter Marilyn from Asili, Rep. Aumua Amata, CSM Charles M. Tobin, Acting DOI Assistant Secretary Nikolao Pula, SFC (USA Ret.) Fa’aaliga Matagi from 
Ta’u, 1SG Junior Galoia [Courtesy photo]

Congratulations to 
Command Sergeant 

Major Charles M. Tobin
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Department of Human and Social Services
Government of American Samoa

Utulei, American Samoa 96799

TEMPORARY JOB OPPORTUNITIES
The Departments of Human and Social Services (DHSS) and Health (DOH) are 

collaborating to conduct a hybrid survey in July 2017 to gather health information that 
includes behavioral and mental health questions and non-communicable disease questions 
for baseline data so we may better understand the health needs of our community.  The 
survey will be conducted using household interviews with adults 18 years of age and older 
between the hours of 1 pm and 8 pm.  Our target is to survey 3,500 households on the islands 
of Tutuila, Aunu’u and Manu’a.  

We are currently recruiting for the following temporary, part-time positions for the 
survey.  Interested applicants must pick up an application form from the DHSS’ Special 
Projects and Community Assistance Division located on the second floor of the Children, 
Families and Behavioral Health Services Building (CFBHS) between the ASWIC and the old 
Election Office buildings in Utulei on the main road.  Please submit completed applications 
along with a copy of your birth certificate, Social Security card, a valid picture Identification 
(e.g., Driver’s License, Passport, etc.) and a copy of your Immigration ID card if you are not 
a US citizen or US National.  Deadline to receive applications is 3 pm, Friday, July 14, 2017.  
Please contact Ms. Tu’umafua Maiava or Mr. Wilfredo Tuiasosopo at 633-2696 or 633-0315.  

•	 Associate	Degree	
•	 Must	have	Management	

Skills
•	 Speak	and	write	in	English	

and Samoan
•	 Must	have	a	drivers	license
•	 Must	be	a	US	citizen,	US	

national or a legal resident of 
American Samoa authorized 
by the Immigration Board to 
work in the Territory

•	 High School Diploma
•	 Speak and write in English 

and Samoan
•	 Must have good PR Skills
•	 Must be able to walk in the 

villages
•	 Must have a Drivers License
•	 Must be a US citizen, US 

national or a legal resident of 
American Samoa authorized 
by the Immigration Board to 
work in the Territory

•	 High School Diploma 
•	 Speak and write in English 

and Samoan
•	 Must have good PR Skills
•	 Must be able to walk in the 

villages
•	 Basic Computer Skills
•	 Must be a US citizen, US 

national or a legal resident of 
American Samoa authorized 
by the Immigration Board to 
work in the Territory

•	 High School diploma
•	 1 year of Nursing or Medical 

Assistant Experience
•	 Must have good Public 

Relations Skills
•	 Must be able to walk in the 

villages
•	 Basic Computer Skills
•	 Must have a Drivers License
•	 Must be a US citizen, US 

national or a legal resident of 
American Samoa authorized 
by the Immigration Board to 
work in the Territory

JOB DURATION NO. POSTS AGE QUALIFICATIONS

Survey 
Supervisors

Advance 
Mapping

Enumerator/
Interviewer

Enumerator/
Interviewer

4-5 months

1.5  months

4-5 months

4-5 months

2

10

15

15

20 and older

18 and older

18 and older

18 and older

Sen. Galeai M. Tu’ufuli 
asked why people are com-
plaining that they are not get-
ting a refund, as reported in the 
newspaper.  Le’i responded that 
no one came to his office pre-
senting a specific complaint, 
but he has heard that people are 
calling OMV after they found 
out about the issue. 

Responding to a question 
from Sen. Galeai, Talauega said 
OMV is following what’s cur-
rently stated in the law and they 
are not charging the $12 for 
renewals.  Sen. Galeai noted that 
the Executive Branch oversees 
the operations of government 
and is responsible for enforcing 
the law. He requested his col-
leagues to give the administra-
tion the chance to address these 
types of issues as raised by the 
public. 

He said senators are law-
makers, while the executive 
branch enforces the law, and 
he added that if there is any 
member of the community who 
disagrees with how the Execu-
tive Branch enforces the law, 
they can go to the court, not the 
Fono.   Just to be clear, Sen. 
Paepae I. Faiai asked if DPS has 
issued any “refunds” to which 
Le’i said “no”. 

When Le’i appeared before 
the House Public Safety Com-
mittee later yesterday morning 
for a hearing on the same issue, 
he gave faipule the same expla-
nation he gave to senators. 

Talauega wasn’t a witness 
during the House hearing. 

SAMOA NEWS 
RESPONSE

Samoa News published a 
new column, “The Conversa-
tion” the last week of June this 
year that focused on the fact 
that OMV had been double 
charging the statutory amount 

for decades.
The column, written by 

Benjamin Hampton, a local 
resident, said, “Refunds aver-
aging $45 to $70 or more are 
now being issued for those who 
inquire. 

“However, this is most likely 
available for a very limited 
window of time until the Fono 
meets in July and writes new 
statutes unless you the public 
take the necessary action,” 
Hampton wrote. 

Samoa News stands by Mr. 
Hampton’s comments in his 
column, and further notes that 
neither the commish or the AG 
indicated how long the public 
has been overcharged by OMV 
for registration — only that 
there has been overcharging 
going on, and they have now 
corrected it, by just stopping it 
— but not giving the money back 
that was ‘unlawfully’ taken.

In some cases — it adds up to 
a pretty penny. As Mr. Hampton 
said, “My refund was only for 
$36 for 1 year of renewal, but 
a gentleman I shared this with 
is owed $440 over the last 11 
years of vehicle ownership. 
What could yours be?”

He noted per “DPS direc-
tives, the OMV simply needs 
the tag number, your name, and 
how many years back you’ve 
made a renewal for that vehicle 
to generate a refund.”

Hampton said in his first 
column for Samoa News, “The 
Conversation” is a platform 
designed to create positive 
changes to be enjoyed by all in 
American Samoa, especially for 
those upon whom the future of 
this beautiful island and culture 
depend: Our children.”

Rhonda Annesley, editor 
contributed to this story, with 
Background.

➧ DPS Commish…
Continued from page 1

Authorities search the backyard at the home of Lillian Webb, 
wife of fugitive Donald Eugene Webb, in Dartmouth, Mass., 
Thursday, July 13, 2017.  Authorities began a dig at the home 
Thursday hoping to find evidence in their decadeslong quest to 
find the man wanted in the slaying of a Pennsylvania police chief 
in 1980.                         (Mike Valeri/Standard Times via AP)
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QUICK FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS
PO Box 308, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Tel:  (684) 699-3848 or 633-3848
Fax:  (684) 699-3849 or 633-3849
E-mail:  loan@limafesoasoani.com

The following account holders are encouraged to visit or contact our Collection Representative, Masi Manila 
at 633-3848 at our Fagatogo Office, regarding your delinquent account.

Fulu, Alamai
Galo, Saneli
Gaoa, Laupama
Gaoteote, Dalton
Gaoteote, Tupouamoa
Gasetoto, Gasetoto Jr
Grey, Mark
Hun Fen, Fagaalofa
Husseini, Judy A
Ianu, Maanaema
Iavai, Siale “Cece”
Ieremia, Mamere
Ikenasio-Taliaoa, Ioane
Iliili, Laki
Ilimaleota, Levelevei
Ilimaleota, Mikaele
Ioapo, Calvin
Isaia, Monte
Itulauifi, Bryan
Iupeli, Pepelini Filemu
Kolomaile, Epifano
Kolone, Liuato
Koroiadi, Mary
Kuresa, Faavela
Kuresa, Malialosa 
Kuresa-Sokimi, Christina
Lafaele, Lusia
Laga, Tuamasaga
Laifaga, Teuaina
Lavea, Petelo
Lealasola, Naomi
Lealofi, Nafanua
Leaoa, Upuanunu
Leaoa, Talavai
Leapai, Poe
Leasiolagi, Galen
Lefao, Tausagafou
Leituala, Maria
Leituala-Misiuepa, Ufanafana
Lemautu, Pataua
Leo, Tuisamoa
Leoso, Serita
Leota, Imoa
Leota, “PJ” Pule T
Lepupa, Matanofo
Letuuga, Reenae
Levasa, Petelo
Lilio, Ualesi
Lilomaiava, Solomona
Loa, Tuanai 
Loa, Winnie
Loe, Savelina
Lokou, Poni
Loli, Taumataliga
Lolani, Pope Paulo
Loumoli, Itupa
Luaifoa, Diane Melesete
Luapo, Foster McKenzie
Luki, Fiamaua
Lui, Fiso ‘Isabella’
Lynch, Belynda
Maae, Talavave
Maanaima, Fereti
Ma Wong, Sione
Magalo, Julie
Mageo, Paulo
Maeataanoa, Sarai
Maiava, Filisi
Maiava, Fitiuta
Makiasi, Simativa
Malo, Maria
Maloa, Felicia
Maloa, Laloniu

Maligi, Taumanupepe
Maluia, Tiresa
Mapu, Loreta
Mapu, Siaumau
Mapu, Sineti
Mapu-Togiola, Tuailevaoola
Mapu, Vitale
Mareko, Tairoto
Marquez, Aveta 
Masui, Junior
Matalima, Alieta
Matamua, Fitulua
Matamua, Lei
Matau, Esau
Matau, Ramona
Matau, Tikeri
Mauga, Palepoi Ernie
Mauigoa, Seepa
Maulupe, Roanna
McGraw, Stephen
Mekuli, Asootama Lise
Meli, Octavia
Meredith, Anthony
Mika, Maria
Mika, Utumoeaau
Minoneti, Lusila
Misiuepa, Suluifaleese 
Misivila, Sophia
Moananu, Finau
Moemoe, Tailua 
Moliga-Eli, Saiaulama
Moliga-Taiepisi, Elsie
Monaco, Thomas
Moors, Harry
Muao, Ropeti
Muliau, Samasoni
Mulitalo-Ieremia-Foster, Anna
Navelika, Onosa’i
Netane, Luki
Niumata, Nuusina
Noa, Finau
Nuutai, Petaia
Nyel, Naomi
Onosai, Saisavaii
Osa, Maria
Paepule, Lemusu
Paleafei, Toma 
Palepoi, Faleata 
Paopao, Christopher
Paselio, Fiapapalagi
Pasikale, Siuii Matauifaga
Passi, Simamao Katherine 
Pati, Apelu
Paulo, Paulo
Pene, Ann
Pene, Peleiupu
Peni, Suetena
Peric, Taofegauiai
Petelo, Anitelea
Petelo, Silaulelei
Peters, Frank
Pine-Ah See, Taulaloese
Pio-Tuimavave, Etimani
Poia, Paosia
Poloa, Angel
Poloai, Fa’afetai
Posala, Talaesea
Pule, Antonio Jr.
Puni, Ioane 
Purcell, Douglas
Ripley, Faamalele Tagoai 
Ropati, Suegafaafaifeau
Safua, Fausaga

Aeau, Nova
Aetui, Ernest Samoa
Afemata, Easter
Afoa, Oganiu
Afualo, Tuli
Agatonu, Tony
Ah Hing, Sherry
Ah Mu, Johnny
Aho, Tagiilima
Alaelua, Kapeteni
Alalamua, Danny
Alasi, Patric
Alesana, Simealai
Aliivaa, Taumasina
Allen, Lidwina
Alo, Tautua
Alosio, Saline Ana
Alosio, Tuloto
Aporosa, Bridgette
Atanoa, Soliga
Atiae, Faatamalii
Atualevao, Patricia
Auelua, Caroline
Auelua, Uaite
Aulava, Toluselau
Aunai, Faafiu 
Avia, Elaine
Brown, Eric
Chung Sum, Utulafilafi
Correia, Martina
Crosby, Miriama
Dixon, Mere
Eli, Kolotita
Eneliko, Faatu
Esau, Fauamoa
Esera, Tauva
Eti, Lopa
Faaatuatu, Upuese
Faagata Laisene
Faaitu, Isaako
Faaiu, Faletusiesile
Faalata, Leuafaalanu
Faaleo, James
Faaola, Tuli
Faatamalii, Army
Faatonu, Salevao
Faaui, Tamara
Faavi, Faamanu
Faavi, Faavi Jr.
Failafua, Tuisea
Failauga, Mavaeao
Falaniko, Emanuele Jr 
Falanai, Hana
Falefia, Nofo
Faletolu, Sarai
Farani, Tanuma’i
Fatuesi, Leeannah Y
Faumuina, Peniamina
Fautanu, Acorn & Valerie Sauni
Feagai, Fuata’i
Felise, Asofa
Fetauai, Fomai
Fetaui, Mollyvina
Feulufa’i, Alfonso
Feulufa’i, Analosa
Fiaalii, Niko
Fiaavae, Etuale
Fruean, Saena Samuelu
Fualaau, Sootaga
Fuimaono, Falesoa
Fuimaono, Mavaega
Fuimaono, Michelle
Fuimaono-Porotesano, Tuumafua

Sagapolutele, Frank
Sakaria, Paese
Salaivao, Bernie
Salausa Tuaato
Salueletaua, Lemo
Samuelu, Amiogalelei
Sao, Koreta
Sao, Kuini
Saolele, Petelo
Sasa, Simoe
Sasala, Isapela
Satele, Suafai
Satele, Uaea
Satui, Lea
Sauaso, Joyce
Saufoi, Lauina
Sauia, Tanya
Saunoamalii, Maliliga
Sauta, Paul
Savaiinaea, Aukuso
Save, Suani
Savea, Edward
Scanlan, Penina
Schwenke, Hanna
Schwenke, Jerry
Sea, Fiapapalagi
Seafa, Panini
Seigafo, Seko
Sele, Jennilee
Semeatu, Ernest Thomas
Semeatu, Meleane
Seuteva, Taputaua
Sialofi, Taupale
Siatu Kerita
Silao, Kelemete
Siliga, Marjorie 
Siofaga, Fetalaiga
Sio, Lyno
Skelton, Pepe
Solitua, Filiga
Sone, Ramona
Sooto-Tua, Alofagia Va
Sopi, Judie
Spitzenberg, Rose
Sua, Faasasalu
Sua, Finau
Sualoa, Tuipine
Sue, Victoria
Suiaunoa, Brian 
Suisala, Taulua Jr. “Tuta”
Suitonu, Aigalesala
Taalefili, Tui
Tafaese, Onoiva
Tagaloa, Titae
Ta-Grey, Florence
Tago, Fuatai
Tagovailoa, Asofaafetai
Tagovailoa, Valasi Aulava
Taito, Pouvi
Talaomana, Daniel
Talapa, Ana
Talauega Mataina
Tali, Apiolefaga
Tali, Lemasaniai
Talopau, Toelau
Talosaga, Sandra
Tanielu, Soli
Tapunuu, Pale
Tapu, Luafitu
Tauai, Usufono
Tauanuu, Faatiuga
Tauiliili, Motiana
Taulafoga, Barbara

Taulamago, Iuliana
Taulelei, Tupuivao
Taumua, Alvin
Taumua, Pago Pago
Tautala, Paoivaoese Jr
Tautala, Paoivaoese Sr
Tautalafua, Tufatu
Tautua, Alo
Taylor, Joe
Tavake, Loveni
Te’i, Lafoaina
Teve, Fa’aolaina
Thiel, Mathew Vincent
Tiapula, Lenora
Tiapula, Raymond
Tili, Benjamin
Tini, Timena
Tinoifili, Kanana
Titialii, Millie
Tiumalu, Nafanua
Tiumalu, Saimua
Toala, Suilefaiga
Toatelegese, Nofoagatotoa
Toeava, Spencer
Togiaso, Patisepa
Tolo, Salevalasi Vaiula
Toomalatai, Ruta
Toomalatai, Vaesavali
Toomata, Afereti
Toma, Fa’aaliga
Tonga, Falakika
Tovia, Sesilia
Tua, Alofagia
Tua, Epi
Tua, Valerie
Tua, Meleane
Tua, Seneuefa
Tuiasosopo Saufaiga Cecilia
Tuigamala, Ropati
Tuiletufuga, Fonotaga
Tuiloma, Isaia 
Tuiolemotu-Malaga, Lovi
Tulesa, Tina
Tunu, Laia
Tupa Apelu, Losalina
Tupai, Olaiovavega
Tupe, Tavita
Tupua, Mekiafa
Tupua, Tuumuli
Tupuola, Calvin
Tuuga, Toeseimalo
Tuupo, Doris
Ufuti, Tilomai
Uikirifi, Krystellen “Faga”
Uluenga, Sione
Usu, Cadarra
Uu, Tineimala
Vaa, Sala
Vaesau, Asisione
Vaieli, Maselino
Vaifale, Luisa
Vaina, Misionare
Valoaga, Tagivale
Vasa, Jane
Vee, Meaalofa
Viliamu, Filemoni
Viliamu, Uili
Visesio, David
Wilson, Olafou
Yandall, Deeannah Aovaa

Nuuuli Office: Laufou Shopping Center, Suite 204:  699-3848 • Fagatogo Square, Suite 208B • Ph:  633-3848
BUSINESS HOURS:  10:00am - 4:00 pm • Monday to Friday

We are open:
TUESDAY – WEDNESDAY  

4:00PM – MIDNIGHT
THURSDAY - SATURDAY 

4:00PM – 2:00AM 

Call us today to  
book your functions  

699-6969, 258-9040  
or 252-5037

“Come break the ice at Ice Breakers”
Located on Iliili, Airport Road (Former Runway Bar & Grill)

SILVER 
BROS BAND  

(9-Midnite)
DJ Al (Midnite – 2am)

JOIN US  
@ ICEBREAKERS

•	TWO-DOLLAR	TUESDAYS
 All beer is $2 all night long
•	WORKFORCE	WEDNESDAYS
	 Free	Pupu’s	as	IceBreakers	THANK	YOU	 
to	our	Workforce

•	THROWBACK	THURSDAY	FOR	THE	LADIES
				•	$3 Shot Special
    •  Sexilicious Cocktail Special
    •  Free Pupu’s
Sundowner	Saturday
		(Cocktail	Special	all	night	long))

LIMA FESOASOANI
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Education Department’s 
top civil rights official’s “flip-
pant” remarks are raising ques-
tions about the government’s 
commitment to fighting campus 
sexual violence, even as she 
issued her second apology in 
as many days for attributing 90 
percent of sexual assault claims 
to both parties being drunk.

Candice Jackson, assis-
tant secretary for civil rights, 
told victims of sexual assault 
meeting with Education Secre-
tary Betsy DeVos on Thursday 
that she was sorry for her 
remarks.

“As much as I appreciate 
apologies, which are difficult, 
unfortunately, there’s no way 
to take it back. It’s out there,” 
said Fatima Goss Graves, presi-
dent of the National Women’s 
Law Center, who attended the 
meeting and relayed Jackson’s 
apology Thursday.

 “What’s extremely impor-
tant now is that they do the 
hard work to counter those sorts 
of rape myths. They need to 
explicitly reject them.”

DeVos also met Thursday 
with people who say they were 
falsely accused and disciplined 
and representatives of colleges 
and universities to talk about 
the impact of stepped-up efforts 
by the Obama administration to 
enforce the law known as Title 
IX as it relates to sexual assault.

“We can’t go back to the 
days when allegations were 
swept under the rug,” DeVos 
said at the meeting. 

“And I acknowledge there 
was a time when women were 
essentially dismissed. That is 
not acceptable. It’s clear that 
there are failings in this process. 
A system without due process 
protections ultimately serves no 
one in the end.”

The lawyer for a college 
football player who says he was 
falsely accused of sexual assault 
says DeVos sees federal rules 
on enforcement as unfair and in 
need of change.

Kerry Sutton was in the 
room with DeVos on Thursday 
when six people told “gut-
wrenching” stories about being 
falsely accused of sexual vio-
lence on campus. “They made 
the point that we’re not saying 
that sexual assault victims don’t 
have important rights,” she told 
The Associated Press. “We’re 
just saying that the system has 
to be fair.”

Sutton represents Univer-
sity of North Carolina football 
player Allen Artis, who was 
charged last year with mis-
demeanor sexual battery and 
assault on a female. He was 
suspended from football but 
has since been reinstated. He 
has said the encounter was 
consensual.

Michelle R. Johnston, presi-
dent of the University of Rio 
Grande and Rio Grande Com-
munity College, said she sug-
gested to DeVos that what-

ever policy the administration 
decides, it should give schools 
more guidance on how to 
comply.

DeVos’ “listening sessions” 
came the day after Jackson 
was quoted in The New York 
Times as saying federal rules 
have resulted in many false 
accusations.

In most investigations, 
Jackson told the newspaper, 
there’s “not even an accusa-
tion that these accused students 
overrode the will of a young 
woman.”

“Rather, the accusations 
— 90 percent of them — fall 
into the category of, ‘We were 
both drunk, we broke up, and 
six months later I found myself 
under a Title IX investigation 
because she just decided that our 
last sleeping together was not 
quite right,’” Jackson is quoted 
as saying in an interview.

In her apology on 

Wednesday night, Jackson said, 
“What I said was flippant, and I 
am sorry.” 

She sought to issue reas-
surances that both she and the 
department believe “all sexual 
harassment and sexual assault 
must be taken seriously.”

Asked about the civil rights 
official’s remarks, DeVos noted 
that Jackson had apologized.

Advocates for assault survi-
vors who have spent years trying 
to get schools to take victims 
and a “rape culture” seriously 
worry that DeVos’ series of 
roundtable meetings are really 
a preview for changing former 
President Barack Obama’s 
guidance.

Randi Weingarten, president 
of the American Federation 
of Teachers, called Jackson’s 
statements unsubstantiated and 
said it minimizes the serious 
problem of sexual violence on 
campuses.

Location:Room 209, Tedi of Samoa - Fagatogo

Office Hrs. 9am to 2pm
(684) 633-0179

Family Owned & Operated since 1998. We are American 
Samoa’s only full time Pest Control Company. We provide  
a very affordable and friendly service.
Do you have ROACH, ANT, FLEAS, TICKS, TERMITE, 
RATS, AND OTHER PEST PROBLEMS?
•	 Call	for	a	FREE	PEST	EVALUATION	OR	NO	 

OBLIGATION INSPECTION
•	 We	do	GROUND	TERMITE	TREATMENT	&	 

CONSTRUCTION	PRE_TREATMENTS
•	 We	provide	services	for	Houses,	Boats,	Cars,	 

Offices, Warehouses, Storage, Restaurants, Furniture 
pieces, stores and cafeteria and health clinics.

Ph. 252-2964

Education official apologizes 
anew, this time to victims 
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LOLO M. MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

WHEREAS, on April 17, 1900, and July 16, 1904, the Chiefs of Tutuila and Manu’a respectively, by virtue of their offices as the hereditary 
representatives of the people of those islands, for and on behalf of the people, entered into agreements of cession whereby the islands of Tutuila, 
Aunu’u and Manu’a were ceded to the Government of the United States of America, with all sovereign rights thereunto belonging, to be 
annexed to said Government, and designated as Tutuila and Manu’a; and
WHEREAS, the Chiefs of Tutuila and Manu’a, for and on behalf of the people of their islands agreed for themselves, and their heirs and 
representatives by Samoan custom, to owe allegiance to the Government of the United States of America; and
WHEREAS, the Government of the United States agreed to establish a good and sound government, protect traditional rights and property of 
the Samoan people, and promote the peace and welfare of the people; and,
WHEREAS, the agreements of cession were confirmed  by the raising of the Flag of the United States, at the United States Naval Station, Tutuila, 
and at Fale’ula, Ta’u; and
WHEREAS, our people have always believed that through the success of our children, the future of our people and our culture will be assured; 
and
WHEREAS, over the last several years many investments have been made in the future of our youth, including the creation of the Department 
of Youth and Women’s Affairs, the building of the Pago Pago Community Youth Center, the Summer Youth Employment Program, the Adopt a 
School Program, the Boys and Girls Club of American Samoa, the Governor’s College Apprenticeship Program, and more; and 
WHEREAS, while we can provide them the tools to succeed, our future remains in the hands of our youth to determine; and
WHEREAS, this Flag, Day we celebrate and honor “Our Youth, Our Investment in the Future”.
NOW, THEREFORE, in honor of these historical events, and in celebration of this year’s theme, “Our Youth, Our Investment in the Future”, I, 
LOLO M. MOLIGA, Governor of American Samoa, proclaim that Manu’a Islands Cession Day will be celebrated on Monday, July 17, 2017, for 
the observance of appropriate ceremonies, commemorating the raising of the Flag of the United States of America over Fale’ula, Ta’u, American 
Samoa. I further call upon the government and the people of American Samoa to join in a better future for the territory by vigorously supporting 
the efforts of our youth to achieve their goals and ideals.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby affix my signature and seal of my Office on this 11th day of July, in the year of our Lord, two thousand 
seventeen.

TALUAI, o Aperila 17, 1900, ma Iulai 14, 1904, o Matai o Tutuila ma Manu’a fa’aaloaloina, i lo latou tulaga o suli o tagata o ia Motu, ua fai ma sui 
o tagata e faia se maliliega e tu’uina atu ai Motu o Tutuila, Aunu’u ma Manu’a i le Malo o le Iunaite Sitete o Amerika fa’atasi ma aia e pulea ai 
mea totino i lea lava Malo, ma fa’ailoa ai o Tutuila ma Manu’a; ma,
TALUAI, o Matai o Tutuila ma Manu’a e fai ma sui o tagata o latou Motu ua malilie mo i latou ma o latou suli, e ala i le fa’asamoa i le ta’utinoga 
o le fa’amaoni i le Malo o le Iunaite Sitete; ma,
TALUAI, ua malie le Malo o le Iunaite Sitete e atina’e se Malo lelei ma le saogalemu, puipui aia fa’aleaganu’u ma mea totino a tagata Samoa, ma 
taulamua i le tausiga o le filemu ma le soifua lelei o tagata; ma
TALUAI, na fa’amautuina lenei maliliega e ala i le sisiina o le Fu’a o le Malo o Amerika, i le nofoaga o le Navy, i Tutuila, ma Faleula, Ta’u; ma
TALUAI, o le talitonuga o tatou tagata, a manuia a tatou fanau, ua mautinoa fo’i le saogalemu o lo tatou lumana’i ma a tatou aganu’u; ma
TALUAI, ua tele ni atina’e ua faia mo le lumana’i manuia o tatou tupulaga, e pei o le fa’atuina o le Matagaluega o Tupulaga ma Tama’ita’i, o le 
fausiaina o le Maota o Tupulaga, o le fa’afaigaluegaina o tupulaga i le taumafanafana, o le fa’atuina o le polokalama o le Fa’atamafai Se A’oga, 
ma le Boys and Girls Club o Amerika Samoa, polokalama e fa’afaigaluegaina ai i latou ua i’u ma le manuia mai taumafaiga i Iunivesite ma Kolisi 
i fafo, ma isi ; ma
TALUAI, a’o mafai pea ona tatou tu’ulima atu i tupulaga fesoasoani ese’ese e manuia ai, ua i o latou ‘aao fo’i lo tatou lumana’i, o i latou lava e 
sa’ilia; ma
TALUAI, i le fa’amamaluina o lenei aso, o le a tatou fa’amanatu ma taualoa ai a, “ tatou TUPULAGA o a tatou teuga’oa mo le lumana’i.”
O le ala lea, i le fa’amanatuina o lenei talafa’asolopito, ma le fa’amamaluina o le autu o lenei tausaga, “O tatou Tupulaga o a tatou teuga’oa 
mo le lumana’i “, O a’u o Lolo M. Moliga, Kovana o Amerika Samoa, ou te fa’alauiloa atu o le a fa’amanatuina le aso ole Fu’a a Manu’a i le Aso 
Gafua, Iulai 17, 2017, mo le fa’atinoga o sauniga taualoa, e fa’amanatu ai le sisiina o le Fu’a o le Malo Tele o Amerika i Faleula, Ta’u, Amerika 
Samoa.  Ma ou te vala’au atu fo’i  i le Malo ma tagata o Amerika Samoa ina ia lagolago i taumafaiga uma a Tupulaga ina ia taunu’u manuia o 
latou fa’amoemoega aua se lumana’i manuia o lo tatou Teritori.
Ua fa’amaonia, i le tu’uina o la’u saini ma le fa’amaufa’ailoga o lo’u ofisa i le aso 11 lenei o Iulai, i le tausaga o lo tatou Ali’i lua afe sefulu fitu.
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LIMA, Peru (AP) — A judge ordered the 
arrest of former President Ollanta Humala and 
his wife Thursday night as they face money laun-
dering and conspiracy accusations tied to a con-
struction scandal involving Brazilian company 
Odebrecht.

The preventative detention, which would keep 
Humala and his wife Nadine Heredia in jail for 
up to 18 months while they are investigated, 
came after prosecutors argued the couple could 
flee Peru to evade justice.

Shouts of protest could be heard in the court-
room as Judge Richard Concepcion issued his 
ruling.

The allegations against Humala stem from tes-
timony by the former head of construction giant 
Odebrecht, who said he illegally contributed $3 
million to Humala’s 2011 presidential campaign. 
The couple is also accused of taking undeclared 
funds from the late Venezuelan leader Hugo 
Chavez during a previous, unsuccessful presi-
dential bid.

Humala, who finished his term in 2016, never 
declared the contributions and prosecutors argue 
he and his wife conspired to hide them for per-
sonal gain.

The 55-year-old former leader, who didn’t 
attend the hearing, has denied the charges, 
calling them baseless. He says he looks forward 
to defending himself.

As the couple left their home late Thursday 
to drive to the courthouse with a heavy police 

escort, Humala said in a Tweet: “This confirms 
the abuse of power which we will confront in 
defense of our rights and those of everyone.”

He said earlier in the day that there was no 
need for detention because he would not flee the 
country

“We’re staying here, we’ve even handed 
over our passports,” Humala said during a brief 
meeting with reporters who had gathered for 
three days outside his home. 

“In every moment we’ve shown our roots and 
good will. But the prosecutor sees everything 
we do in the opposite light. I think he’s been 
poisoned.”

Once at the court, the couple surrendered to 
authorities. There was no immediate word on 
where they would be held.

The same judge previously ordered the arrest 
of another former Peruvian president, Alejandro 
Toledo, for related charges. Toledo is in the U.S. 
fighting attempts by Peruvian authorities to have 
him deported to answer the charges.

Authorities across Latin America have been 
moving to charge officials accused of taking 
some $800 million in bribes from Odebrecht. 
The company acknowledged the bribes when it 
signed a plea agreement in December with the 
U.S. Justice Department.

The bribes include some $29 million paid in 
Peru for projects built during the administrations 
of Toledo, Humala and former President Alan 
Garcia.

Peru judge orders 
ex-president jailed in 

corruption case 

BEACH ADVISORY
AS-EPA

American
Samoa
Environmental
Protection
Agency

Supporting efforts to clean our shores

AS-EPA beach advisories inform the public about current water conditions. 
When a beach advisory is issued, it is because water samples indicate that the 
American Samoa Water Quality Standard for Enterococci has been exceeded. This 
advisory is in effect until further sampling and laboratory analyses indicate that 
Enterococci concentrations are within acceptable water quality standards.

The presence of Enterococci in the water indicates contamination by human and/
or animal wastes. Swimming in water with high levels of Enterococci may cause 
stomach problems, skin rashes, and ear, eye, and wound infections. To reduce 
your risk: avoid swallowing beach water, be sure to rinse or towel off after a 
swim, and shower once at home. If you are ill, or think you may be ill, AS-EPA 
advises that you consult a physician before making any water contact in the 
beaches cited above.

Note: AS-EPA monitors the water quality of 44 recreational beaches on Tutuila, 
the wharf in Aunu’u, and five beaches on Manu’a. Tutuila advisories are issued 
weekly on Wednesdays. Aunu’u and Manu’a advisories are issued monthly. 
Advisories are issued when bacteria concentrations exceed levels determined safe 
for human exposure. Should you have any questions, please contact the AS-EPA 
Water Program at 633-2304.

Release Date:  July 12, 2017
Contact:  AS-EPA Water Program at (684) 633-2304
The American Samoa Environmental Protection Agency   
(AS-EPA) advises the public that on July 11, 2017, the 
following recreational beaches tested positive for 
Enterococci bacteria levels that exceed American Samoa 
Water Quality Standards:  

Afono Stream Mouth
Fagasa-Fagalea Stream Mouth 
Nuuuli Pala Spring 
Leone Pala 
Asili Stream Mouth 
Aua Stream Mouth 
Alega Stream Mouth 
Fagaitua Stream Mouth
Aoa Stream Mouth 
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DEPOE BAY, Ore. (AP) — 
A truck hauling eels overturned 
on an Oregon highway, turning 
the coastal road into a slimy 
mess.

Oregon State Police on 
Thursday posted a photo on 
Twitter that showed damaged 
cars covered by the gooey 
eels. The agency also posed 
the question: “What to tell the 
#drycleaner?”

Meanwhile, the Depoe Bay 
Fire Department posted a video 
of workers using a bulldozer 
to clear the eels from Highway 
101.  Police said Salvatore 
Tragale was driving north with 
13 containers holding 7,500 
pounds (3,402 kilograms) of 
hagfish, which are commonly 
known as slime eels.

As Tragale approached road 
construction and tried to stop, 
one container flew off the truck 
bed and into the southbound 
lane, while the other containers 
spilled onto the highway, police 
said.

The flying container hit one 
vehicle which then caused it 
and four other vehicles to be 
pushed into each other. Police 
said the people in the vehicle 
hit by the container suffered 
minor injuries. No one else was 
injured.

When hagfish become 
stressed, they secrete a slime, 
which can be seen in the photos 
on the vehicles and on the 
highway, police said.

The road reopened after the 
bulldozing and hosing it off was 
completed Thursday afternoon.

Eels from over-
turned truck 
slime cars 
on Oregon 
highway 

AUMUA AMATA EXTENDS CONGRATULATIONS TO LUSIA COLE
Annapolis, MD – Thursday, July 13, 2017 — Congresswoman Aumua Amata wants to extend congratulations to Lusiaaveolelaeosomaiilematasaua Cole of Odenton, 

MD who was sworn in as the student member of the Anne Arundel Board of Education. Anne Arundel County is the only county in the country that allows students who 
sit on the Board of Education to have full membership rights. 

Lusia, the daughter of Clara Cole of Leone Village, is active in the Washington, DC and Maryland Samoan community. 
She is also involved with numerous charities, such as St. Jude’s cause, Ruth’s House, Sara’s House, American Heart Association, and Wreaths Across America. In the 

fall, Lusia will begin a highly selective internship with the NSA. 
She hopes to attend the Naval Academy or the Air Force Academy once she graduates from High School.        [Courtesy photo]


