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Th ree members of this year’s 
royal court for Samoana High 
School’s Homecoming formal 
event, held at the Governor H. 
Rex Lee Auditorium in Utulei 
last weekend, which coincided 
with the school’s fi rst ASHSAA 
varsity football championship 
title in 8 years. 

 [photo: BC]

Samoa News congratulates the fi rst woman born and raised in Apia, Samoa to be sworn in to the 
Hawai’i State Bar and the United States District Court. Saisamoa F. Grey Price is now Law Clerk 
to the Honorable Fa’auuga L. To’oto’o, Judge in the First Circuit Court of the State of Hawai’i. Her 
swearing in was administered at the Hawaii State Capitol Senate Chambers on Nov. 17, 2017. 

She is the daughter of Tuilaepa Soioamoa Mary Grey and William R. Price and is from the vil-
lages of Malifa, Tauese, Falefa, Lauli’i, Satupa’itea, Sapapali’i, & Falealili.

Saisamoa’s higher education was at ASCC before going on to the University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
She earned her law degree at the William S. Richardson School of Law, also at UH Manoa.

Saisamoa said she is grateful to all her family and friends for their support — both those at home 
and in Hawaii.  And “to my Judge, the Honorable Fa’auuga L. To’oto’o for his mentorship the past 3 
years. Fa’afetai, fa’afetai tele lava le fai tama, fa’afetai le alofa, fa’afetai le tapua’i.”

She told Samoa News, “Fa’afetai tele lava i le susuga Rev. Ripley and the American Samoa Schol-
arship Committee, and le afi oga Tautolo Agaoleatu Charlie Tautolo and the McDonald’s Scholar-
ship Committee for recognizing my potential and giving me the fi nancial opportunity to pursue a 
higher education in Hawai’i many years ago.” 

She dedicates her achievement to her late grandmother Toeasonaimoamoa Christina Grey 
(known as Toeaso) and the meaning of her name is something Saisamoa has strived to live by. “To 
quote our former Head of State Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese, ‘E fa’i o Amouta, ae tali Amotai, ma le 
toe aso nai Moamoa’ (if you win in Amouta then there is Amotai, but you have to keep in mind the 
fi nal tournament in Moamoa). Th e main message of this saying is: we cannot be carried away by the 
moment because the fi nal day of reckoning awaits.”

Saisamoa joins the legal profession in Hawai’i where there are approximately 10 attorneys of 
Samoan ancestry in the state.

“I never lost sight of the ultimate goal… to become an American attorney and the fi rst born and 
raised Samoan woman to do so. I have always wanted to be a lawyer — since I was 8 years old,” she 
said.

To be fair, Kruse 
recommends 

adding another 
judge to the bench
4 of the current associate Judges were aPPointed bY 

togiola, who is now bacK in court
by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

To prevent “public perceptions of judicial impartiality”, 
Chief Justice Michael Kruse recommended an additional judge 
to the bench because many of the current judges are appointees 
of former Gov. Togiola Tulafono, who is back to practicing 
law and has cases pending before the High Court of American 
Samoa. 

Kruse recommended Sen. Paepae Iosefa Faiai in an Oct. 25th 
letter to Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga, who then appointed Paepae 
as an associate judge, subject to Senate confi rmation only. Pae-
pae’s nomination was introduced in the Senate yesterday with 
his confi rmation hearing set for this morning. 

“I have been mulling over the idea of recommending the 
appointment of an additional associate judge,” Kruse wrote to 
Lolo. 

Kruse explained that this comes in light of the fact that 
Togiola has resumed his legal practice and therefore, is making 
recurring appearances before the court as an attorney and senior 
member of the American Samoa Bar Association. Kruse noted 
that Togiola appointed four of the associate judges currently 
holding court. 

According to the Chief Justice, Togiola resuming private 
practice has been most welcomed by the public whose access 
to legal representation in “matai title and land disputes has been 
impacted by the declining number of bar members available to 
assist in such matters.”

“The courts, however, are placed in a diffi cult position when-
ever counsel Togiola appears before a judge that he appointed 
during his administration,” Kruse explained. “Such situations 
risk compromising public perceptions of judicial impartiality.”

Aside from Chief Associate Judge Mamea Sala, who was 
appointed by former Gov. Tauese P.F. Sunia, and Associate 
Judge Tunupopo, appointed by Lolo, “the rest of the judges are 
Togiola appointees,” said Kruse. 

“To complicate” matters and add to the diffi culty faced by the 
courts, Kruse said “citizen Togiola is also a litigant/candidate 
in the ongoing succession dispute” before the Lands and Tittles 
Division involving the Leiato matai title. 

According to Kruse, Acting Associate Justice Elvis R.P. Patea 
is the presiding justice — substituting for Associate Justice Lyle 
Richmond who has been on extended medical leave — on the 
panel of judges assigned to the Leiato case. 

Although Patea was appointed to the High Court by the US 
Secretary of Interior, “his ongoing commission as District Court 
Judge, however, came about by his being appointed by Governor 

building supplies for 
proposed multi-pro-
cessing plant are ...

naunau Kovana saili 
auala si’itia ai auaunaga 
vaega ... Lali

2

(Continued on page 6)



Page 2  samoa news, Wednesday, November 29, 2017

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The Philippines-based com-
pany wanting to establish a 
multi-food processing plant in 
American Samoa is now in the 
process of obtaining govern-
ment approval to set up in the 
territory, while containers of 
construction materials for the 
plant are already on island, says 
Commerce Department director 
Keniseli Lafaele. 

AVM Bernardo Engineering 
proposes to invest $106 million 
to set up a “multi-line food pro-
cessing plant” and Lafafele told 
Samoa News that the fi rst phase 
of the project is the juice line, 
with the second phase being 
fi sh-based processing. 

Asked at last Friday’s news 
conference for an update on 
the AVM project, Gov. Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga said a com-
pany offi cial recently left the 
territory after making the “same 
promise” six months ago. He 
didn’t elaborate further, but 
said he’s hopeful that when the 
offi cial returns before the end 
of the year, the project will start 
moving forward. 

Lolo said he has informed 
the DOC director that after this 
year, if nothing has material-
ized on this project, “we might 
as well forget it.” 

It appears that AMV is still 
facing diffi culties in securing 
investors with the governor 
telling reporters the “bottom 
line” is that investors, who want 
to invest in American Samoa, 
“want a good return of their 
investment”.

“You cannot invest money 

here, with [only] very little or 
no return at all,” he said, adding 
that it’s very diffi cult to con-
vince investors to invest their 
money in American Samoa. 

A groundbreaking ceremony 
was held late January last year 
for the AVM project, which 
once fully operational, will 
provide up to 800 jobs. But 
there have been some setbacks, 
with the company seeking new 
investors, resulting in more 
meetings for investors held in 
Honolulu this year. 

“Finding investors has been 
a real challenge, but with the 
recent approval of our EB-5 
Regional Center we are looking 
for investors through that 
route,” Lafaele said yesterday in 
response to Samoa News inqui-
ries, “but AVM is moving for-
ward with starting the project.”

(ASG’s Homeland Security 
Department announced last 
month that U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services 
has approved the EB-5 Regional 
Center, under the Immigrant 
Investor Program for American 
Samoa. See Samoa News Oct. 
30th edition for details)

Lafaele told Samoa News 
two months ago that AVM has 
decided to start phase 1 of the 
project on its own, and the com-
pany is processing the neces-
sary paperwork to conduct busi-
ness in the territory and move 
forward with construction.

He said yesterday that the 
food processing plant project 
is a “work in progress”, and 
AVM’s Articles of Incorpo-

Building supplies for pro-
posed multi-food pro-

cessing plant are on island
governor saYs after this Year, if nothing 

materialiZes — “we might as well forget it”

Samoana High School’s Homecoming princess for the sophomore class, Ms. Samantha Leulu-
Tupuola with her twin brother Samson and proud mom Olive Leulu, at last weekend’s Homecoming 
formal for the Sharks, held at the Fale Laumei in Utulei. [photo: BC]

(Continued on page 7)

BEIJING (AP) — Chi-
nese police said Wednesday 
a teacher at a Beijing kinder-
garten pricked children with 
needles as punishment but an 
investigation found no evidence 
of sexual exploitation.Chinese 
media reports about alleged 
abuses at the Xintiandi kinder-
garten have drawn nationwide 
anger over potential lapses in 
supervision in the booming pri-
vate preschool industry. The 
school is run by Beijing-based 
RYB Education, a company 
listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange.RYB posted an 
apology on its website saying 
“when a needle pricks a child’s 
body, it also pricks every one 
of our hearts.” It said com-
plaints from parents at other 
RYB kindergartens would be 
fully investigated and it would 
accept responsibility for harm 
to any of its students.The police 
statement said initial results of 
an investigation showed that a 
22-year-old teacher it identifi ed 
only by her surname, Liu, had 
punished children who refused 

to sleep by pricking them with 
sewing needles.Liu has been 
detained, police said in a state-
ment posted late Tuesday on 
the offi cial Beijing city police 
account on the Sina Weibo 
microblog platform.

Many parents had demanded 
that the school show them the 
surveillance footage. Police 
said the footage was damaged 
because a staffer responsible 
for surveillance frequently 
shut down the electricity after 
classes ended.Police also said 
the sexual abuse allegations 
were made up by two women, 
one of whom has been detained. 

The women, who were 
identifi ed only by their sur-
names, could not be reached for 
comment.

The allegations came weeks 
after reports of abuse at a 
Shanghai day care center where 
surveillance video uploaded by 
angry parents showed teachers 
slapping a crying girl, pushing a 
toddler to the ground and force-
feeding students a substance 
later confi rmed to be wasabi.

Chinese police say teacher 
pricked children at kindergarten 
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by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

A 35-year-old man who was 
convicted of stealing checks 
from a businessman and forging 
his signature was sentenced 
yesterday to 5 years in jail. 
During sentencing the presiding 
judge pointed to his criminal 
record, which he says seems to 
have started about the time he 
became a father — Suauupaia 
Amituana’i has 6 children.

Amituana’i was initially 
charged in two separate cases. 

In the first case, he was 
charged with stealing, forgery, 
and fraud — all felonies.

For the second case, 
Amituana’i was charged with 
attempted stealing and resisting 
arrest — also both felonies — 
and two misdemeanor charges 
of third degree assault.

However, under a plea agree-
ment with the government, the 
defendant pled guilty to forgery, 
a class C felony, punishable by 
not more than 7 years impris-
onment, and/or a fine of not 
more than $5,000 or both; and 
resisting arrest, a class D felony, 
punishable by not more than 5 
years imprisonment, and/or a 
fine of not more than $5,000 or 
both.

During sentencing, 
Amituana’i apologized to the 
Court for his actions and begged 
for another chance to return 
home to care for his 6 children. 
He told the Court he under-
stands how his children must 
feel, not having a father at home 
to care and provide for them. 

He promised that if given a 
chance, he would make sure he 
never appears before the Court 
again.

Defense attorney, Deputy 
Public Defender Michael White 
told the Court that he’s hoping 
this is a wake up call for the 
defendant, and he has learned 
his lesson, that living apart from 
his children is not a good thing 
for a father. 

White didn’t ask for a deten-
tion period for his client but 
instead, he left it to the discre-
tion of the Court.

Prosecutor Woodrow 
Pengelly said the defendant was 
given numerous chances, and 
it seems he’s not learning the 
lesson. 

He’s now telling the Court 
he loves and cares for his 
family dearly, but his actions 
put his family at risk, he said. 
As an example, Pengelly said 
Amituana’i went to the Office 
of Motor Vehicles (OMV) and 
attempted to change the owner-
ship of one of the vehicles that 
was used in his criminal acts, 
while his wife was waiting 
inside the vehicle.

He said the defendant fled 
from police by driving off while 
his wife was inside, putting her 
life at risk. 

Pengelly asked to Court to 
sentence Amituana’i to 5 years 
in jail for each count.

After reviewing the Pre-
Sentence Report prepared by 
the Probation Office, argu-
ments from both attorneys, and 
the defendant’s plea mitiga-
tion, Acting Associate Justice 
Elvis P. Patea told Amituana’i 
the Court is aware that he was 
placed on probation 5 times — 
3 times by the District Court 
and twice by the High Court, for 
cases including felony driving 
and revocation of his probation.

Patea told Amituana’i it 
appears from Court records that 
he only became involved in var-
ious criminal acts and came to 
know the Court system when he 
became a father. 

But during his youth years, 
he was never brought before the 
Court for any crime, and this is 

a matter that concerns the Court. 
Patea told Amituana’i he 

would need to think deeply 
about what he will do when he 
is released from jail.

Amituana’i appeared in 
Court yesterday for two sepa-
rate hearings — a deposition 
hearing for violating conditions 
of his probation, and sentencing 
for the two separate cases he 
pled guilty to.

For violating his probation, 
Amituana’i is ordered to serve 
the one-year jail term that was 
suspended by the Court back in 
2014 when he was sentenced. 
For the crime of forgery, he 
was ordered to serve 5 years in 
prison, which is the same sen-
tence he received for resisting 
arrest.

The sentences are to run con-
currently, meaning they will be 
served at the same time.

Repeat offender to serve 5 years in 
jail for forgery and resisting arrest

Judge notices his life of crime seems to have started 
when he became a ‘father’

FA’ASILASILAGA
OFISA O LE KONESULA SAMOA:   

ASO MALOLO KERISIMASI MA LE TAUSAGA FOU

E fa’asilasila atu ma le agaga fa’aaloalo i le mamalu o le atunu’u femalagaa’i e faapea:
O le a tapunia le Ofisa o le Konesula Aoao o Samoa, e afua atu i le 12:00 aoauli o le Aso Faraile, Tesema 22, 2017; seia aulia le 
itula 8:30 i le taeao o le Aso Lulu,  
Ianuari 03, 2018; mo Aso Malolo o le Kerisimasi ma le Tausaga Fou.
E fautuaina ai le mamalu o e foufou malaga i Tumua e mana’omia pemita, po o nisi auaunaga a lo tatou Ofisa nei mo ia aso Malolo, ina 
ia tapena mamao i ai.
Fa’afeta’i mai lo tatou Ofisa nei i telefoni 633-5919/633-5920; po o le imeli amtvpk1@gmail.com, pe a man’omia.

SUI TAIMI TAPUNIA O LE OFISA ASO FAIGALUEGA MASANI
Ina ia fesoaosani atili mo tapenaga mo aso Malolo, o le a suia ai le taimi tapunia ai le Ofisa mai le 3:00 (o lo’o iai nei) i le 3:30 p.m. i le 
Aso Faraile, Tesema 01, 2017 se’ia o’o i le Aso Tofi,  
Tesema 21, 2017.

A O TAPUNIA LE OFISA:  TESEMA 25, 2017 - IANUARI 02, 2018
Mo ni Mataupu Le-Ma’alofia/Faanatinati a o tapunia le Ofisa ma aso Malolo ua ta’ua i luga; fa’amolemole fa’afeso’ota’i ane 
Alii Ofisa ia i Apia:
        1.  To’alepai Valhalla Siaopo Pese:  +685-771-2166
         2.  Tailaoa Falaniko Lesa:  +685-777-4504
E momoli atu le fa’afetai tele i le mamalu o le atunuu femalagaa’i mo lo outou taupati fai-pa’aga i lenei tausaga o le a mavae atu.  Malo 
onosa’i, malo tauapati.
Momoli atu Mo’omo’oga alofa mo se Kerisimasi Fiafia ma le Tausaga Fou Manuia.
OFISA KONESULA-AOAO SAMOA

SAMOA CONSULATE GENERAL: 
CLOSURE OF THE OFFICE FOR CHRISTMAS 2017 & NEW YEAR 2018

The general public is hereby advised that the Office of the Samoa Consulate-General will be Closed from 12:00 
Noon, Friday, December 22, 2017 until 8:30a.m.,  
Wednesday, January 03, 2018.
The traveling public is therefore urged to arrange for their needed documentation and permits well before closure, to 
avoid disappointment. 
Contact phone numbers and e-mail address remain the same (i.e. phone:  633-5919/633-5920 and email amtvpk1@
gmail.com)

CHANGE OF CLOSING TIME
To assit in facilitating the procurement of documents and entry permits, the Consulate will extend its opening hours by 
Closing at 3:30pm on work days from Friday, December 01, 2017 until Thursday, December 21, 2017.
During closure for Christmas and New Year (December 25, 2017 - January 02, 2018).
For Emergency and extenuating circumstance only:  Please contact the following  
Immigration Officers in Apia:
              1.  To’alepai Valhalla Siaopo Pese:  +685-771-2166
               2.  Taliaoa Falaniko Lesa:  +685-777-4504
We take this opportunity to wish all our clients and the people of American Samoa all the very best for a most happy 
and joyous Christmas, and a safe and successful New Year.

SAMOA CONSULATE-GENERAL

A woman leaves with a child after telling the media she came to 
withdraw the child from the RYB kindergarten in Beijing, China, 
Friday, Nov. 24, 2017. Chinese authorities are investigating alle-
gations that children attending the RYB kindergarten in Beijing 
run by a U.S.-listed company have been abused and molested.
(Read story page 2)  (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)



by John Wasko
Special to Samoa News

The purchasers of the American Samoa Eco-
nomic Development Authority general obli-
gation revenue bonds want to make sure their 
investment is secure. At the Electronic Munic-
ipal Market Access website where the bond 
covenants are public information, a section is 
devoted to the correspondence between ASEDA 
and the bondholders.

(It can be found at: https://emma.msrb.org/
IssueView/IssueDetails.aspx?id=ER372842 
— the section tab is labeled, “continuing 
disclosure”)

Looking at the correspondence records one 
has to ask a question: 

Has ASEDA been 100% truthful in their 
answers to the bondholder inquiries, or, perhaps, 
overly optimistic in their assessment of Amer-
ican Samoa’s economic future?

Taking a look at the correspondence between 
ASEDA and the bondholders it should be noted 
that in many ways the over exuberant economic 
development projections on ASEDA’s part are 
somewhat meaningless. ASEDA has enough 
earmarked excise tax revenue to meet the bond 
payments. However, the bondholders’ risk goes 
out to year 2035. Their queries seek assurance 
that the American Samoa Government’s finan-
cial capacity to meet payments is dependent 
on private sector’s ability to pay taxes and fees 
which stream into the ASG treasury.

The question is whether ASEDA has pro-
vided the bondholders with accurate and reliable 
information about the state of the current and 
future local economy.

corresPondence
On December 12, 2016 ASEDA responded 

to a series of questions presented by the 
bondholders.

Q: Has there been any material change in the 
leading employers (private and public) in the ter-

ritory over the past year?
ASEDA: From 2010 to date, ASG employ-

ment numbers have decreased 7%, tuna cannery 
employment increased 100%. 

A multi-food processing plant, being spear-
headed by AVM Engineering, is slated to begin 
construction in January 2017 and operation (sic) 
in early 2018; employing about 50 employees 
during the construction phase and 700 when 
operations begin.All of the ASEDA answers 
beg more information.For example, ASG may 
have decreased their employment and their pay-
roll dollar amounts — however according to the 
ASG Treasury Department Accomplishment 
Report for 2013-2016 from 2012 to 2016, the 
data shows a “slight” fluctuation, but payrolls 
were within the same range — that’s around 
$4Mil per payroll, 26 times a year.

More importantly, what the report does show 
— and not mentioned by ASEDA in its reply to 
bondholders — is that a large percentage of local 
revenue is going to pay for personnel costs. What 
once was an almost 50-50 (local-grant) split has 
now become around 65% of local funds to 35% 
of grant money. “The burden of payroll has 
steadily been moved to local funds from grants,” 
the report says. And, Treasury points out that 
there is an “alarming concern” over the disper-
sion between local and federal funds. 

As far as tuna cannery employment figures, 
there is reasonable doubt to the accuracy of the 
ASEDA statement. StarKist employs well over 
2,000 people. Samoa Tuna Processors never 
reached that figure when they were in produc-
tion. A 100% employment increase seems more 
than twice the actual employment figure.

ASEDA’s reply concerning AVM Engi-
neering was written in December of 2016 less 
than a month before the proposed construction 
start up of AVM Engineering’s “Multi Food Pro-
cessing Plant”. 

In February 2017 — Samoa News reported 
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Is ASEDA telling the truth or 
just stretching the facts?
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This Nov. 27th Samoa News photo shows LBJ Medical Center 
staffer, Josephine Lam Yuen Fuga working in the reception area 
of the new Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) clinic, which officially 
opened Nov. 21st. 

LBJ chief executive officer Faumuina John Faumuina 
announced the new clinic at last week’s cabinet meeting, saying 
the clinic is an effort to fight the increase of diabetes and kidney 
disease in American Samoa. 

Faumuina said the hospital had requested assistance from the 
Pacific Islands Health Officers Association (PIHOA) and the US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to look at all LBJ data 
collected, and to conduct a survey to find ways to reduce the high 
number of diabetes cases.

Kidney disease occurs when a person’s kidney is affected by 
diabetes, and there are different stages of the disease, with some 
patients at the stage where they are awaiting dialysis. 

A poster displayed in the clinic’s reception area shows the five 
stages of kidney disease. Stage One - early stages, and Stage 2 - 
mild - fall under the category “proteinuria”. Stage 3 - moderate 
- falls under the “chronic kidney disease” category. Stage 4 - severe 
- and Stage 5 - finished - comes under the “end of stage kidney 
failure” category.

At the cabinet meeting, Faumuina said PIHO and CDC recom-
mend to “target” people who are at the early stage — their kidneys 
have started to be affected. 

These are the ones “targeted” by the clinic, he said, adding that 
LBJ has the names of individuals affected, according to their med-
ical records at the hospital. These individuals will be contacted to 
come to the clinic so “we can start helping them,” he said.

When the clinic was ready to be open, there was a new chal-
lenge. And that was, identifying a funding source for operation. 
But that has since been resolved. 

Faumuina said professionals — including nutritionists, phar-
macists, nurses and doctors — have offered to help, spending 2 to 
3 hours with patients. 

The CEO is hopeful that the clinic will help slow down the 
spread of diabetes and kidney disease in the territory. 

As of Monday this week, local residents were already being 
contacted to visit the CDK clinic and health officials urge these 
individuals not to delay coming in to the clinic for medical check 
ups. [photo: Leua Aiono Frost]

2 C headline text 
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here
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Human Resource Department, Tafuna
PO Box PPB, Pago Pago
American Samoa  96799
Phone No: (684) 248-1234, Option #4
Email: humanresource@aspower.com
Website: www.aspower.com

APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
The American Samoa Power Authority announces an excellent opportunity for 
young technically minded individuals who want a challenging, profitable career in 
American Samoa.
ASPA is looking for its next generation of technicians and engineers.  Over the 
next few years, ASPA will be developing young technicians and engineers for 
key positions within the organization.  It needs skilled specialists in a number of 
fields.
ASPA will provide employment and professional training for successful appli-
cants.  Apprentices will receive training both on the job and in formal apprentice-
ship classes.  Qualified apprentices will receive an all-expense paid education at a 
technical school or university in Fiji or equivalent.  Applicants must be willing to 
commit to spending 2 – 3 years off-island in pursuit of a diploma or degree.  The 
focus for this apprentice program will be on mechanical and electrical trades or a 
related field.
Selected apprentices will be employed by ASPA in preparation for the academic 
session starting in February 2018.

Applicants must have the following qualifications:
Educational Requirements: High School graduate (minimum); Associate degree 

or better preferred.  Must have a cumulative GPA 
minimum of 2.5 or maintained at least a B or better 
grade average in the following courses: 

 (1) Physics, Chemistry, General Science
 (2) Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus
 (3) English (TOEFL score of 500 or better)
Skills and Aptitudes: Intermediate level computer skills.  Ability to work 

independently, disciplined, self-starter, technically 
minded (confirmed by required references).Other 
desirable skills include hand-eye coordination, motor 
skills, attention to detail, and work well in a team 
environment.

Citizenship: US National or Citizen.
Testing: All applicants will be required to complete ASPA’s internal 

testing for science and math ability.
Salary will be based on the technical area and job duties assigned.
Applicants must complete an ASPA Employment Application Form and provide two 
written references.  The form is available at ASPA Human Resource Office in Tafuna or via 
ASPA’s website at www.aspower.com
All application information, including school records and references, will be subject to 
verification as part of the screening process.
Deadline for submitting applications is 4pm on Wednesday, November 29th, 2017.  

An Equal Opportunity Employer * A Drug Free Workplace

FILE - In this Nov. 1, 2017 fi le photo, producer No I.D. arrives at the Secret Genius Awards in Los 
Angeles. No I.D. received fi ve Grammy Award nominations on Tuesday, Nov. 28. 

 (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

aleKi fidel
A young man who was 

accused of stealing a carton of 
cigarettes from an Asian store 
in Fagaima has been charged 
with misdemeanor stealing and 
public peace disturbance. 

Aleki Fidel made his ini-
tial appearance before District 
Court Judge Pro-Temp, Gwen 
Tauiliili-Langkilde last week, 
where his attorney, Assis-
tant Public Defender Ryan 
Nelson requested that his 
client be released on his own 
recognizance.

The motion was granted by 
the court under certain condi-
tions —Fidel is to remain drug 
and alcohol free, and he is not 
to have any direct or indirect 
contact with the government’s 
witnesses, or try to enter the 
Asian store where the incident 
is alleged to have happened.

According to the govern-
ment, it was around 11:00 p.m. 
on Nov. 23, 2017 that police got 
the call that an intoxicated man 
stole items from an Asian store 
in Fagaima. 

The storeowner told police 
the defendant came in asking 
for a carton of green Camel cig-
arettes and after she placed the 
item on the counter, Fidel put it 
in his backpack.

Afterwards, the defendant 
asked for a case of Vailima. 

When the owner walked 
towards the back to get the beer, 
Fidel fl ed but the owner chased 
after him for payment of the 
cigarettes.

The defendant was appre-
hended and placed in the stor-
eowner’s car to await police, 
after Fagaima residents that wit-
nessed the chase assisted.

Fidel’s next Court appear-
ance is set for Dec. 15th.

saiPale vaigafa
A 19-year-old male who 

is accused of walking around 
his neighborhood peeking into 
family homes has been arrested 
and charged with public peace 
disturbance and underage 
drinking. 

Saipale Vaigafa made his 
initial appearance in the Dis-
trict Court last week, where he 
was ordered to pay a $100 bond 
before being released from 
prison. 

Once he pays up, he is 
ordered to stay away from 
the homes of the families that 
were allegedly affected by his 
actions.

According to the govern-
ment, it was around 2:17 a.m. 
on Nov. 23rd that a woman 
from Futiga called the Leone 
Sub-station regarding a kid 
walking around their neighbor-
hood peeking into homes.

Offi cers who responded to 
the call noticed a young kid 
walking on the road near the 
area where the call came from. 
He was later identifi ed as Sai-
pale Vaigafa.

While police offi cers were 

talking to Vaigafa, another male 
approached them aggressively 
and informed them that this was 
the guy who peeked into their 
homes. 

Vaigafa was immediately 
placed in the police unit for 
safety reasons while police 
interviewed the witness who 
said it was his wife who called 
police for assistance, because 
the defendant followed his 
sister-in-law to their house. 

The witness said Vaigafa 
didn’t leave but instead, was 
peeking into their house until he 
chased him away.

When asked by police how 
he knew the witness’s sister-in-
law, Vaigafa said they met at 
a party and the lady had asked 
him to come by her house to 
hang out.

When police questioned the 
woman, she confi rmed that she 
saw the defendant at a party, 
but she didn’t know where he’s 
from or who he is.

She denied telling him to 
come over to the house to hang 
out.

During questioning, police 
detected a strong odor of 
alcohol on Vaigafa, whose next 
court appearance is set for Dec. 
15th.

wesleY maPu
A man suspected of burglar-

izing the home of a Chinese 
couple in Nu’uuli has been 
charged for interfering with a 
police investigation. 

Wesley Mapu is facing two 
misdemeanor charges: public 
peace disturbance and inter-
fering with a police investiga-
tion. He made his initial appear-
ance in District Court last week, 
where Judge Pro-Temp, Gwen 
Tauiliili-Langkilde set his bail 
at $200.

If he’s able to post bond, 
Mapu is ordered to stay away 
from the home of the Chinese 
couple, and he is not to have 
any direct or indirect contact 
with the plaintiffs or any of the 
government’s witnesses.

According to police, at 
around 10:58 p.m. on Nov. 
23rd, the landlord — an elderly 
Samoan lady — contacted 
police about a burglary. 

An Asian couple rents the 
home in question.

When police arrived at the 
scene, they spoke to the land-
lord and in the middle of the 
conversation, a male, later iden-
tifi ed as the defendant, entered 
the house uninvited and yelled 
at the landlord’s son saying, he 
didn’t break into the house.

Mapu, in the presence of 
police, then tried to pick a fi ght 
with the landlord’s son, asking 
him, “What do you want?”

Even after police offi cers 
ordered him to get out of the 
house and leave the property, 
Mapu continued to threaten the 
landlord’s son, clenching his 
fi sts and telling him, “You’ll see 
what I’m going to do to you!”

Police offi cers then arrested 

(Continued on page 12)
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Togiola as well,” Kruse said.
“According to case law, none of the associate 

judges appointed by former Governor Togiola is 
qualifi ed to sit in any case in which he is a party, 
unless the ‘rule of necessity’ prevails,” Kruse 
explained. 

“The rule of necessity is an extreme measure 
used sparingly to allow a disqualifi ed judge to 
adjudicate a case where no one otherwise quali-
fi ed is available,” he further explained. “While 
the rule of necessity had to be invoked in the Fau-
muina [matai title] case, the court was nonethe-
less left with an appearance problem.”

Therefore, said Kruse, he has decided to 
seek the appointment of an additional associate 
judge “to ameliorate somewhat our appearance 
problem, as well as the inevitable confl icts that 

small jurisdictions, like our territory, commonly 
experience.” Pursuant to local law, Kruse recom-
mended Paepae as associate judge. 

Kruse revealed that prior to Paepae’s selection 
to the Senate, “he had... indicated his very keen 
desire to serve the people and government of 
American Samoa as an associate judge... on a pro 
tempore basis.” Kruse said Paepae has consented 
to his name being submitted as an associate judge 
on a full time basis. 

Kruse anticipates that Paepae will resign from 
the Legislature upon confi rmation to the bench, 
because he will not be able to serve in both 
branches of government. 

Kruse’s letter was included as part of Lolo’s 
nomination letter sent to the Senate last week.

➧ To be fair, Kruse…
Continued from page 1

that the director of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, Keniseli 
Lafaele, told senators during his 
confi rmation hearing that AVM 
was looking for new inves-
tors as their old ones had with-
drawn, and this happened after 
the groundbreaking ceremony 
had already taken place. 

Lafaele said at the time, 
“The truth is; it’s very diffi cult 
to attract investors to invest in 
American Samoa, due to among 
other things transportation, and 
international trade agreements 
between the US and other 
countries.”

Flash forward: Asked at last 
Friday’s news conference for 
an update on the AVM project, 
Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga said 
a company offi cial recently 
left the territory after making 
the “same promise” made six 
months ago. 

He didn’t elaborate further, 
but said he’s hopeful that when 
the offi cial returns before the 
end of the year, the project will 
start moving forward. 

Lolo said he has informed 
the DOC director that after this 
year, if nothing has material-
ized on this project, “we might 
as well forget it”. The governor 
noted that it seems like AVM is 
still having diffi culties securing 
investors. 

Lafaele, on the other hand, 
says containers of the construc-
tion materials for the plant are 
on island and that AVM has 
decided to go ahead and start 
the project, and describes the 
food processing plant project as 
a “work in progress”.

Another question:
Forgetting for a moment that 

Samoa Tuna Processors had 
already laid off 800 employees 
prior to the ASEDA response to 
bondholder queries, the bond-
holders asked:

Q: How do you expect those 
persons (STP) laid-off to sus-
tain themselves?

ASEDA:  As pointed out 

earlier, we expect to re-train all 
these individuals so they can 
transition into other employ-
ment opportunities 

These individuals will be 
paid the minimum wage of $5 
dollars per hour. Others may 
be able to fi nd gainful employ-
ment at StarKist or some other 
workplace.

Q:  Will the StarKist plant 
hire them?

ASEDA:  We anticipate that 
StarKist will hire some of them 
when it completes its expanded 
Cold Storage Facility, which 
also improves the economics for 
residual services offered to the 
fi shing vessels off-loading their 
catches in American Samoa.

To date, StarKist has not 
decided where to build its cold 
storage facility as ASG has 
denied it the site alongside 
their plant next to the Shipyard 
wharf. ASG offered an alterna-
tive site across the street, which 
presents logistical problems of 
moving fi sh and exposing the 
raw product to quality control 
issues. 

The cold storage facility at 
the old STP site is now being 
touted by the Administration — 
however StarKist has not said if 
it’s considering it. 

ASEDA’s opening remarks 
to the bondholders’ queries 
were marked with optimism 
and assuredness. They boldly 
announced that ASG accounting 
procedures and fi nancial man-
agement had reached a new 
level of professional propriety.

ASEDA response to investor 
questions: 

continuing disclo-
sure fY 2016 fourth 

Quarter aseda
“One of the biggest chal-

lenges of our administration has 
been not just to reform how we 
do business here in American 
Samoa, but also how we do busi-
ness with the US Government 
and the outside world in gen-

eral. Perhaps the most gratifying 
accomplishment of the current 
administration was working 
with our Financial Professions 
including Lewis Young, Rob-
ertson & Burningham Inc., 
George K. Baum & Company, 
and Ballard Spahr LLP to do a 
complete audit of our accounts 
and our accounting procedures 
in order to undeniably prove we 
had brought about true positive 
reform to American Samoa. 

ASEDA will forever be 
indebted to our fi nancial team 
of Lewis Young and GKB for 
trusting us enough to give us a 
chance, and pledge to continue 
to earn that trust, and that of the 
bond investors.”

The optimism expressed by 
ASEDA in December of 2016 
waned signifi cantly by the time 
the Moss Adams 2016 ASG 
fi nancial audit was published. 
In the notes to the fi nal report 
Moss Adams fi led “qualifi ed” 
statements for the general fund, 
the grant fund and the American 
Samoa Medical Authority.

“We were unable to obtain 
suffi cient audit evidence for the 
recorded amount of income tax 
receivables of $18 million in the 
general fund within the balance 
sheet.”

“We were unable to obtain 
suffi cient audit evidence for the 
recorded amount of income tax 
receivables of $4.6 million in 
the grant fund within the bal-
ance sheet.”

“We were unable to obtain 
suffi cient audit evidence for 
the recorded amount of income 
tax receivables of $7.9 million 
and $11.6 net patient services at 
the American Samoa Medical 
Authority in the patient fund 
within the balance sheet.”

Further coverage of bond-
holders’ questions and ASE-
DA’s responses will be reported 
— look for “Just Asking…”

(Rhonda Annesley, Samoa 
News editor contributed to this 
report)

➧ Just Asking…
Continued from page 4

 Good Morning!

 uoy nehw gninrom doog a s’ti wonk uoY 
 su dniF .deen uoy gnihtyreve htiw pu ekaw 

!uoy raen erots a ta 
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

Both the Senate and House 
are expediting passage of an 
Administration bill that seeks 
to amend the Territorial Bank 
of American Samoa statute 
by deleting several provisions 
of the law pertaining to the 
bank’s “Holding Company: — 
Territorial Bancorp Holding 
Company.”

The measure was introduced 
yesterday in both chambers 
and assigned to the appropriate 
committees for review. In the 
House, a discussion amongst 
faipule was held after their ses-
sion yesterday, with the deci-
sion to report the measure today 
to the fl oor for second reading. 

In the Senate, the legisla-
tion was assigned to the Senate 
Budget and Appropriations 
Committee, whose vice-chair 
Sen. Tuaolo Manaia Fruean 
moved to have the bill presented 
to the fl oor today for second 
reading.

Tuaolo recalled Gov. Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga’s address 
Monday to the joint session 
of the Fono, regarding the 
importance of amending cur-
rent TBAS law by removing 
“Holding Company” thus, 
paving the way for TBAS to 
get its routing number from the 
Federal Reserve. (See yester-
day’s Samoa News for details).

Tuaolo said the governor 
gave a thorough explanation 
regarding the amendments to 
the law, and added that he spoke 
to the Bank’s consultant, who 
also provided identical informa-
tion on why the law needs to be 
amended. 

Therefore, to save time, 
Tuaolo moved for the bill to go 
through second reading today, 
unless there is a need to call 
a committee hearing for wit-

nesses to testify. 
Sens. Fai’ivae Iuli Godinet 

and Tuiagamoa Tavai both 
agreed with Tuaolo, although 
Fai’ivae said he is seeking 
additional clarifi cation on cer-
tain provisions of the proposed 
amendments. 

Senate President Pro Tem-
pore, Nuanuaolefeagaiga 
Saoluaga Nua, who led yes-
terday’s Senate session, called 
a brief recess for a discussion, 
during which Senate legal 
counsel Mitzie Jessop-Ta’ase 
was called in to help clarify any 
issues for senators.

Jessop-Ta’ase gave a quick 
explanation in response to 
Fai’ivae’s question, pertaining 
to current provision of the law, 
dealing with the establishment 
of the Holding Company, its 
role, functions, and responsibil-
ities. This entire section of the 
law is proposed to be removed. 

She explained that “Holding 
Company” is for private com-
mercial banks, and the holding 
company is responsible for 
many issues such as securing 
assets for a bank. But in TBAS’s 
case, its assets are owned by 
ASG, she said.  

Two other senators spoke 
during the meeting. Tuaolo 
reminded senators that TBAS 
“is our bank”, which was estab-
lished with $10 million in pro-
ceeds from the bond sale. TBAS 
cannot move forward, without 
the consent of the Senate in 
amending current law, he 
said, referring to the “Holding 
Company”. 

When the session resumed, 
senators agreed to move the 
bill forward with second 
reading today, and third reading 
tomorrow. 

Besides removing all pro-
visions pertaining to the 
Holding Company, the bill 

also makes technical amend-
ments, including the 7-member 
governing board becoming the 
TBAS board of directors. 

Another proposed amend-
ment clarifi es that the “CEO 
and the management team are 
responsible for the manage-
ment” of TBAS. According 
to the Lolo Administration, 
TBAS is yet to secure transit 
and routing numbers allowing 
it to provide on-line or elec-
tronic banking services, in part, 
due to objections by the Federal 
Reserve Board of Governors. 
Based on information from 
the Federal Reserve Board, 
the amendments to the TBAS 
statute resulting in the dissolu-
tion of the Territorial Bancorp 
Holding Company “are required 
to facilitate approval of a master 
account for TBAS with the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank,” according 
to the bill’s preamble. 

Fono moves forward with 
amendments to TBAS statute

ration with the Immigration 
Board, once approved, will see 
the company’s business license 
being processed. 

According to the DOC 
director, AVM has submitted 
a request for work permits for 
skilled workers to start the con-
struction phase, and thee con-
tainers of materials have arrived 
on island.

“Important to note — this is 
a collaborative effort between 
ASG, AVM, other private 
investors and third party opera-
tors,” Lafaele said yesterday.

AVM’s operation will be 
located at the Tafuna Industrial 
Park and the company plans to 
market products to the US. The 
multi-food processing plant will 
also focus on frozen fi sh-based 
sausage, ham, nuggets and 
patties.

Lafaele told senators early 
this year that it’s “very diffi cult 
to attract investors to invest in 
American Samoa, due to — 
among other things — transpor-
tation, and international trade 
agreements between the US and 
other countries.” 

Th is undated photo provided by the U.S. Marshals Service 
shows William Lawrence. Lawrence, a former Utah corrections 
offi  cer who went on the lam 11 years ago aft er being convicted of 
sexual abuse, was captured in Hawaii, Monday, Nov. 27, 2017, at 
a fast-food restaurant on the island of Kauai. 

 (U.S. Marshals Service via AP)

➧ Building supplies…
Continued from page 2

letters tO the eDitOr
Samoa News welcomes and encourages 

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our email 
news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 
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Thank You! Fa’afetai Tele Lava!
1 Chronicles 16:34 “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”

We are deeply humbled with the splendid success of our Turkey Run 2017 last Wednesday, Nov. 22nd, 2017.   
Leone High School, Home of the Mighty Lions, would like to extend its profound gratitude to the following individuals, businesses,  

and organizations, for your generous donations and sponsorship:

Proudly sponsored by McDonald’s American Samoa.

We pray that our most gracious Father above 
will continue to bless you plentifully for all 

that you have donated to this annual event.  
Join us again next year.   

Faafetai & God bless!

Congresswoman, Hon. Aumua Amata Radewagen
Speaker of the House, Hon. Savali Talavou Ale
Senator, Hon. Faiivae Iuli Godinet
Senator, Hon. Paepae Iosefa Faiai
Representative, Hon. Fagaoatua Dorian Salavea
Chief of Staff, HTC Fiu Johnny Saelua
Leone Ville Mart
Ulalei Sewing Shop
US Mart
Vaiala Mart
Samoa Tasty II
ACE Neil’s Hardware
Aveina Brothers
Shoe Tree
Western Union
LJ Local Cuts Barber Shop
Tautai Car Rentals
All Star Signs & Apparels
Lima Fesoasoani
Laufou Forsgren
Alamai Gas Station
Samoa Motors
KS Mart
KS Mart Salon / Barber Shop
Tropical Pizza
Tropical Chicken
Panamex Pacific Inc.
Krispy Krunchy Chicken
Trophies & Things
Scotland Rentals
Starstruck
SSAB Pago

Nan’s Store
Koko Bliss
Uncle’s Kitchen
KVZK TV
Samoa News
South Seas Broadcasting (93 KHJ)
DPS
EMS
Mr. Peni Ben Teo
Dave Pau
Rami Fatialofa
Sheralyn Leota
Jeannette Faataualofa
LHS Booster Club 
PTA President, Vaitinasa Dr. Salu Hunkin – Finau
DJ Samuseva Teokila Jr. Aasa
Zumba Instructor, Tori Lam Yuen
Overall Male Winner: George Tanoa
Overall Female Winner: Monique Hollister
All Registered Participants
Principal, Mrs. Mataua Aasa – Matai
Vice Principals, Mrs. Fuamoa Taai &  
Mr. Alefosio Paulo
Counselors
Class Advisors & Students
Student Council
Student Body Advisors: Mr. Paulo,  
Ms. Palema, Ms. Edwina & Ms. Shanee
Student Body Officers: Al – Joe Aumua, 
Rodah Poloie, Faaloia Aifesili & Elizabeth Kepaoa

Vaiala Mart
Samoa Tasty II
ACE Neil’s Hardware
Aveina Brothers
Shoe Tree
Western Union
LJ Local Cuts Barber Shop
Tautai Car Rentals
All Star Signs & ApparelsAll Star Signs & Apparels
Lima Fesoasoani
Laufou Forsgren
Alamai Gas Station
Samoa Motors
KS Mart
KS Mart Salon / Barber Shop
Tropical Pizza
Tropical Chicken

1 Chronicles 16:34 “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”

KS Mart Salon / Barber Shop



tusia Ausage Fausia
I le faigata ai ona tau saili e le 

vaega fa’asalalau a le atunu’u ni 
fa’amatalaga mai Fa’atonusili o 
Matagaluega eseese a le malo, 
aemaise lava i le taimi e fesil-
igia ai e le atunu’u i le auau-
naga a le malo, na maua ai loa 
le avanoa e feiloa’i ai le Kovana 
ma le au fa’asalalau i le vaiaso 
na te’a nei, mo le tau sailiina o 
auala e foia ai lea fa’afi tauli.

Saunoa le ali’i kovana ia Lolo 
Matalasi Moliga e fa’apea, o le 
a ia taumafai ina ia fa’ataunu’u 
se feiloaiga ma le au tusitala i 
masina ta’itasi, ina ia mafai ai 
ona tali ni isi o fesili o lo o fi a 
maua ai se fa’amatalaga e tusa 
ai o le fa’agaioiga o le malo.

O le fa’afi tauli e pei ona 
fa’ailoa e le au fa’asalalau i le 
kovana, o le to’atele o afi oga i 
Fa’atonusili, e fi u e tau tuli tuli 
mo le tuuina mai o ni a latou 
saunoaga e tusa ai o mataupu 
o lo o fi a malamalama ai le 
atunu’u, ae le maua lava se 
avanoa. O ni isi o taimi, e 
manatu ai ni isi o Fa’atonu e 
tu’u le avanoa e saunoa mai ai 
le kovana i mataupu e fa’atatau 
i a latou matagaluega.

E le i nofo lelei lea tulaga 
i le fi nagalo o le ali’i kovana. 
Saunoa Lolo e fa’apea, e 
mafua ona tuu atu le avanoa i 
Fa’atonusili e talanoa ai i le au 
fa’asalalau e fa’atatau i gaioiga a 
latou matagaluega, aua o i latou 
ia e sili atu ona malamalama i le 
tulaga o lo o i ai gaioiga a latou 
matagaluega.

Ae foliga mai o le fa’afi tauli 
ua ia maitauina, e vave tele 
ona tulioso ni isi o ana Faa-
tonusili i le au fa’asalalau pe 
afai o ni mataupu e lelei ma 
ta’uleleia ai le matagaluega, ae 
a o o loa i mataupu e le lelei ma 
ta’uleagaina ai le matagaluega, 
ona fi u loa lea e tau tuli tuli a ua 
sola sola solo.

Na fa’afetaia e Lolo le auau-
naga a le au fa’asalalau, e ala i 
le fa’asalalauina o fa’amatalaga 
i mataupu o lo o tutupu ma fi a 
malamalama ai le atunu’u, ina ia 
mafai ai fo’i ona iloa e laua ma 
le Lutena Kovana ia Lemanu 
Peleti Mauga auala e tali atu ai i 
le atunu’u.

Saunoa Lolo e fa’apea, 
soo se taimi lava e faitio ai le 
atunu’u, o iina e ta’u atu ai le 
ata moni o lo o tupu, ona mafai 
ai fo’i lea ona maua le avanoa 
la te fa’amanino mai ai mataupu 
o lo o fi a malamalama i ai le 
atunu’u.

O se tasi o faitioga mai le 
au fa’asalalau sa tuuina atu i le 
ali’i Kovana, o le faigata lea ona 
maua o se fesootaiga ma lona 
Ofi sa i polokalame fa’ataoto a 
le Kovana i vaiaso ta’itasi. O le 

tulaga o lo o maitauina, fa’atoa 
iloa lava e le au fa’asalalau ni 
isi o gaioiga o lo o tutupu i le 
malo, e pei o fa’aulufalega o 
galuega tetele, fa’apaiaina o le 
amataina o ni galuega a le malo, 
atoa ai ma isi lava polokalame, 
i le taimi e fa’asalalau mai ai 
i luga o le ala ata a le malo, le 
KVZK-TV.

Ua fautuaina e le ali’i 
Kovana le au fa’asalalau ina ia 
mulimulita’i i le gaioiga o lo o 
faia e le KVZK-TV, o le siaki 
lea i luga o le Ofi sa o le Kovana 

Naunau Kovana saili 
auala si’itia ai auaunaga 

vaega Fa’asalalau
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  LaliLaliLaliLeLeLe

O le sao o le afi o’aga o Leone i le atugafale i le Malae o le Suigaula a le Atuvasa i Utulei, lo latou 
Faleo’o Samoa, ua toeititi ona toe mae’a lelei, ua suia ai fo’i ma le va’aiga lautele i le atugafale lea, 
ua mautu ma lalelei pe a mae’a nei galuega a le Matuaofaiva Sopo Solovi, lana soatau Tasi Leota le 
susuga Leaoa ma Nofo o le afi o’aga i Leone.  [ata: Leua Aiono Frost](Faaauau itulau 10)
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tusia: Leua Aiono Frost
vaiaso fa’aPitoa mo le si’omaga 

“la’u PasefiKa, lo’u lumanai!”
O le vaiaso fa’apitoa lenei o le Fa’asao o 

Lou Si’omaga, ma ua fa’ataua ai le manulauti, 
“Manatu i Suiga o le Tau - La’u Pasefika, Lo’u 
Lumana’i!”O se lu’i e nofouta tagata uma o soifua 
i atumotu o le vasa pasefika, o Suiga Eseese o le 
Tau ma ona a’afiaga i le atuvasa ma lou lumana’i, 
ia mau tapena aga’i i nei suiga ua va’aia, e ono 
matuia ma ogaoga ona a’afiaga i lou Siomaga.

Ua va’aia ma fa’atulaga ai le totoina o la’au 
i nofoaga faitele po’o malae ta’alo ma matafaga 
e fiafia tagata e soloa’i i ai e fa’aaoga i a latou 
fa’atasiga. O le Paka i le Suigaula a le Atuvasa i 
Utulei, ua mae’a totoina e le ASEPA la’au e aoga 
mo le apitagalu. E puipuia ai fo’i le solo atu o le 
palapala i le sami ae fa’amautu e a’a o nei la’au.

Ua totoina fo’i e le ASEPA la’au i le Paka 
Liona, ae o le Paka i Leone, ua fa’atulaga e 
feso’ota’i  le ASEPA ma Andra Samoa ma lana 
vasega o tupulaga o Leone, ina ia totoina la’au 
nei.O se galuega fa’atino lea e fa’amau ai le tali-
tonuga, o le toto o la’au, e aoga tele i le Siomaga 
atoa, aua o la’au latou te toe fa’auia le kaponi ma 
le sauvai manino ia tu’ufa’atasia e toe avea ma 
mea’ai mo meaola ma tagata, ona toe fa’aauau 
lea o le “Li’o o le Ola.”

Ona o le toe vaiaso e Fa’ataua ai le Siomaga, o 
le a avea ai le aso Tofi ma taeao o le fa’afetai tele 
a le ASEPA i a latou pa’aga sa galulue fa’atasi 
ma i latou i galuega fa’amama sa atofa mo i latou 
e fa’ataunu’u i vaiaso ta’itasi.

“O le a tali atu ai le ASEPA i a latou pa’aga 
nei i se fa’afetai, ma o le a fa’atasia i matou 
uma i le matou Ofisa autu i Utulei lava,” o se 
fa’apupulaga lea a le tama’ita’i o Tumau Lokeni.
tausaili agava’a o le fanau a’oga 

vasega 8
O le manulauti o le fa’atasiga a tamaiti a’oga 

uma o le atunu’u mai a’oga tulaga muamua 
na’o le vasega 8, ua taumafai ai le Matagaluega 
o A’oga, e fa’aosofia lagona e fia faigaluega i 
latou i se matata ua fiafia i ai, ma una’ia ai ma 
lona naunau ia a’oa’o tonu o ia mo lea ituaiga 
o galuega.O le taumafaiga lona lua lenei, peita’i 
o le tausaga ua mavae sa na’o le vasega 5 na 
autova’a e fa’afofoga ma fetufa’i ma sui mai 
matata eseese o le Malo. Na vaetolu le lautele o 
a’oga e tau fuafua ai le fa’aofiga o le fanau i le 
Gov. Rex Lee Auditorium i Utulei. O le falelima 
i sasa’e na amata ai ma sa auai mai uma a’oga i 
le falelima, e aofia ai ma Matafao Elementary.O 
le aso ananafi o a’oga tetele lava e tolu, Manulele 
Tausala i Nuuuli, Tafuna Elementary i Tafuna 
ma Lupelele Elementary mai Iliili.  O le toe aso e 
fa’ao’o uma mai ai a’oga mai Fagali’i se’ia o’o i 
Leone Midkiff. 

I le na’o le tolu ai lea o a’oga nei a Manulele, 
Lupelele ma Tafuna, ae matua fa’atumulia lelei 
le Lee Auditorium.O saunia folasaga e aofia ai 
le ASPA i ana tautua e lima ua fa’amatala i le 
fanau, ma le anoanoa’i o ituaiga galuega e mafai 

ona faigaluega ai i latou pe afai o lea le vaega o le 
Malo o Amerika Samoa e fia galue ai.

O le ASCC i le Land Grant ma le Matagaluega 
o Fa’ato’aga ma Lafumanu, ma le tausiga lelei 
fo’i o lafumanu, atoa ma fa’ato’aga e fa’aaoga ai 
o vaila’au eseese, ia tusa ai ma mea e fa’ataga mo 
le fofoga taumafa o tagata lautele. 

O le tama’ita’i o Sa’uila Fanene Kava sa avea 
ma sui sinia o le Matagaluega o Aoga na saunoa i 
le fa’atasiga a le fanau. “E taua lau filifiliga tonu 
o se galuega e te fia tula’i ai ma tautua ou tagata 
ma lou malo i le lumana’i. A vave fo’i ona faia 
lau filifiliga, e te tinou fo’i mo le fa’atinoga o lea 
fa’anaunauta’iga ua tamau i lou agaga, ona atili ai 
lea ona fa’aosofia lou fia maua o le a’oa’oga tonu 
e te gafatia ai ona galue i le galuega ua e filifilia.”

O le tama’ita’i o Athena Mauga, sa avea ma 
fofoga o le polokalama fa’asolo, e fa’afesuia’ia 
folasaga e fa’ata’amilo ai le fanau se’ia o’o ina ta 
le itula e 2:00 i le aso ananafi ona fa’ato’a mae’a 
lea o nei folasaga.I le folasaga a le Matagaluega 
o Vaomatua ma le Gataifale na saunoa ai i latou 
sa malaga mai isi lala o nei tautua mai Amerika, 
Holly Todaro, Eric Fisher, Margeaux Wayne ma 
Jane Wong, fa’atasi ai ma se ali’i Samoa, lea sa 
avea ma fesoasoani i le fanau, ina ia fa’asamoa 
fo’i le folasaga.O le taua o manufelelei ma so 
latou sao mo le Siomaga sa fesilgia e se tasi o 
tamaititi a’oga Manulele, ina ia fa’apupula atili le 
tulaga o manulele e ono lamatia ai le faitau aofai 
o nisi manulele, ae po’o le a fo’i se gaoioiga e faia 
i ai e le Matagaluega.O le tali a ali’i ma tama’ita’i 
suesue nei mai fafo, o le manulele o le Mina, lea e 
uliuli ma e malo lava lona gutu, o le ituaiga lena 
o manulele ua matele ina latou ‘aina isi manulele 
tumau i le atunu’u, e aofia ai segasegamo’u, iao 
ma isi. O manulele lea o Mina, sa fa’aulufale mai 
i le atu Samoa ina ia fa’aaoga e ‘aina utu o povi i 
Samoa, peita’i e vavalalata tele Samoa Tuto’atasi 
ma i tatou iinei Amerika Samoa, lea ua felelei 
mai ai lava ma fa’anofoia fo’i le tatou atumotu.

O le vaega a le Public Health sa latou aumaia 
le itu atoa o fa’ato’aga o fuala’au ‘aina e aoga 
tele i le tausiga o le soifua maloloina. O le tele 
o so’o se ituaiga o fa’amalositino e mafai ona 
avea ma se galuega tumau lou faia’oga ai, ina ia 
faia le fa’amalositino i aso ta’itasi e tagata o lo’o 
mana’omia ona fa’aitiitia pauna po’o lo latou 
mamafa.O le tele o faleoloa e fa’atau mai ai oloa 
taua e tausia ai le soifua maloloina ma Me’ai 
Paleni mo tagata lautele. O le faigaluega fo’i i 
totonu o le falema’i tele i Faga’alu po’o isi fale 
ma’i i le afio’aga, ma o se fa’afesoa’i matagofie 
lea fo’i avanoa na maua e le fanau talavou.

“O le taumafaiga lenei ina ia una’ia mai le 
agaga o le fanau e vave fai se fa’aiuga o se sini 
o lona fa’amoemoe i le lumana’i, ia taumafai ai 
ia le tu’utia’ia e ia lana a’oa’oga, ae taumafai 
atili ia mautu lona fa’anaunauta’iga i le galuega 
e fia tautua ai,” ose tala lea a le tama’itai faia’oga 
Athena Mauga i lana tautalaga.

O le toe aso fo’i o lenei fa’amoemoe o le aso 
lea, e aumaia ai a’oga i Fofo ma le Alataua.

La’au mae’a totoina e le ASEPA i le matafaga o le Malae o le 
Suigaula a le Atuvasa i Utulei, fa’afetai mo le sao e puipuia ai 
apitagalu ona o fesuia’oga tuga o le tau ua i ai nei.

 [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

o le kalena a le Kovana mo le 
vaiaso atoa, ina ia mafai ai ona 
maua gaioiga uma ma poloka-
lame o lo o tutupu i totonu o le 
vaiaso.

Sa ia taua fo’i lona lagola-
goina pea lea o le tulaga o lo 

o faia i le taimi nei, o le auai 
lea o le au fa’asalalau i soo se 
taimi e fono ai le Kapeneta, ina 
ia mafai ai ona fa’asalalau atu e 
le au fa’asalalau fa’amatalaga e 
fa’atatau i le auaunaga a le malo 
mo le fa’afofoga a le atunu’u.

➧ Naunau Kovana…
Mai itulau 9

O se va’aiga i le ali’i Malu o le Malo, faia se folasaga taua mo le fa’afofoaga a le fanau i ituaiga o 
galuega e mafai ona tautua ai i latou, pe a mae’a a’oa’oga maualuluga, ma fa’asolo atu ina a’otau mo 
le fa’amalosia o le Tulafono fa’ataoto a le Malo o Amerika Samoa.  [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]

O le va’aiga i Laei Samoa o le a tauva ai le Tausala Lalelei o 
Amerika Samoa i le tauvaga Tausala Motu o le Pasefika e faia i 
Fiti i le vaiaso fou.  “O ou mama na le matou Tausala Lalelei i 
lenei tausaga, Matauaina Toomalatai!” O le aso Sa ua te’a nei na 
malaga ese atu ai Miss American Samoa mai le teritori ma agai i 
Fiti. [ata: foa’i]
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tusia Ausage Fausia
tu’uaia se ali’i talavou i le gaoi
Ua tu’uaia nei e le malo se ali’i talavou mai 

Fagaima i le moliaga o le gaoi atoa ai ma le 
faatupu vevesi i nofoaga faitele, e mafua mai i 
le fa’alavelave lea ua tu’uaia ai o ia i lona ave 
fa’agaoi o se katuni sikaleti mai totonu o se fale-
oloa i Fagaima i le leva o le po.

O lenei mataupu na tofu atu i le Ofi sa o Leoleo 
i Tafuna, ina ua talosagaina e le pule o le faleoloa 
mo se fesoasoani a Leoleo, e fa’atatau i se ali’i 
talavou na ia gaoia se katuni sikaleti mai totonu 
o le faleoloa.Na taua e le fa’atauoloa i Leoleo 
e fa’apea, ina ua alu atu le ali’i o Aleki Fideli i 
totonu o le faleoloa, sa ia fai i le fa’atauoloa e 
mana’o i se katuni sikaleti o le Camel. Na tago le 
fa’atauoloa ma tu’u atu i ai le katuni sikaleti, ona 
tago lea o Fideli ua tuu le katuni sikaleti i totonu 
o lana ato fa’afafa.

Sa ia toe talosaga i le fa’atauoloa e mana’o 
i se pusa Vailima lapo’a, ona savali lea o le 
fa’atauoloa i le pito i tua e aumai le pusa Vailima. 
E lei oo le fa’atauoloa i le pito i tua o le faleoloa, 
ae toe fa’asaga mai i tua ua leai se Fideli ae ua 
alu i le atoa ma ave le katuni sikaleti e lei totogia.

E lei toe fa’atali le fa’atauoloa ae sa ia 
tuliloaina loa le ua molia i le pogisa o le po. O 
ni isi o tagata o le nu’u o Fagaima na latou vaaia 
tuliga a le fa’atauoloa ma le ua molia, na tulioso 
ane ma fesoasoani i le pu’eina o ia, ma mafai ai 
loa ona maua o ia ma taofi a ai loa i totonu o le 
ta’avale a le fa’atauoloa sa paka i luma o le fale-
oloa, e fa’atali ai le taimi e taunu’u atu ai Leoleo. 
Ina ua fesiligia e Leoleo le ua molia, sa lagona 
le malosi o le manogi ‘ava malosi mai lona tino.

Na teena e Fideli moliaga e lua ua tuuaia ai o 
ia e le malo, ma ua tatalaina nei o ia i tua e aunoa 
ma se tupe na faatulaga, e faatali ai le aso 15 

Tesema lea ua faamoemoe e toe tula’i ai i luma o 
le Fa’amasinoga Fa’aitumalo.

O ni isi o tuutuuga ua tuuina atu e le 
Fa’amasinoga e usita’i i ai, e aofi a ai le fa’asa lea 
ona ia toe tagofi a le ‘ava malosi pe na te tagofi a 
fo’i fualaau fa’asaina, ua fa’asa fo’i ona ia toe alu 
i le nofoaga o lo o i ai le faleoloa i Fagaima.

sio olomali’i
O le ali’i ave pasi lea na masalomia e Leoleo 

lona umia o fualaau fa’asaina ao fa’atino lana 
galuega o le tautuaina lea o le mamalu lautele 
o le atunu’u fegasoloa’i, ua tu’uaia nei o ia i le 
moliaga mamafa o le umia faasolitulafono o 
vaega o fualaau fa’asaina o le aisa.

O le tu’uaiga fa’asaga ia Sio Olomali’i na afua 
mai ina ua maua e Leoleo ni ripoti mai ni isi fo’i 
o ave pasi, e taua ai le masalomia o Olomali’i i 
lona tagofi a o fualaau fa’asaina ao fa’atino lana 
galuega i luga o le alatele.

Ona o puipuiga atoa ai ma le saogalemu o le 
atunu’u, na talosagaina ai e se molimau se fesoa-
soani a Leoleo, ina ia suesueina ma fesiligia le 
ua molia e tusa ai o lenei mataupu. Na aga’i atu 
Leoleo i luga o le alatele ma molimauina ai le le 
usita’i o le pasi a le ua molia i tulafono o le alatele, 
ma mafua ai loa ona taofi a lana pasi e Leoleo.I le 
taimi na fesiligia ma saili ai e Leoleo le tino o le 
ua molia, na maua i ai se paipa e fa’aaoga e ula 
ai le pauta o le aisa o loo ia umia. I totonu o lea 
paipa sa tumu i se vaega o le pauta pa’epa’e. Na 
faia se suega faapitoa i le pauta pa’epa’e ma iloa 
ai, o vaega ia o le fualaau fa’asaina o le aisa.

E $5,000 lea ua fa’atulaga e totogi ona fa’atoa 
mafai lea ona tatala le ali’i ave pasi i tua e fa’atali 
ai taualumaga o lana mataupu. O lo o taofi a pea o 
ia i le toese i Tafuna ina ua le mafai ona ia toto-
giina le tupe na fa’atulaga e le fa’amasinoga e 
tatala ai o ia i tua.

FA’ASALALAUGA
SUAFA TE’O, ALO O FANENE

VAILOA

O le a ta’oto ia sa ma pa’ia o le atunu’u e le toe autaluina 
i so matou vaivai.  Fa’ata’alolo fo’i pa’ia o lo tatou aiga, 
e le toe auauina i se fa’amatalaga le a’ua’u.  Ae agatonu 
ia lenei fa’asalalauga i suli ma feoi uma o le suafa Te’o o 
le afio’aga o Vailoatai.  Ua tasi moemoe nei finagalo o 
aiga, tatou te toe fesilafa’i i le aso 2 o le masina o 
Tesema, i le maota o lo tatou aiga i FALENU I 
VAILOA, i le itula e 9:00 i le taeao.
O la tatou fesilafa’iga mulimuli lea, aua lava se tasi e 
tausia lo tatou aiga.  O le mea lea, fa’amolemole, ia  
tausisia mai le aso ua tu’upoina mo lenei fa’amoemoe 
taua.  O le a le ‘avea lou le afio mai, e toe tolopo ai 
fuafuaga a aiga. 
Talosia ia lo outou soifua manuia, ia sopo atu i lea aso 
atofaina.

Ma le fa’aaloalo tele e tatau ai.

Soifua,
Fauolevavau Loptai Tuatagaloa
Fofoga o le aiga

FAIRNESS
We make an issue of it every day.

If you want to comment about our fairness,  
call Samoa News at 633-5599
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the defendant for interfering 
with their investigation. 

According to the police affi-
davit, before Mapu was escorted 
out of the house, the Chinese 
couple identified him as one 
of the people present when the 
Chinese man was robbed two 

weeks before, while he was in 
possession of a bag containing 
$2,600 cash, three personal 
phones, and multiple identifica-
tion cards.

Mapu is scheduled to appear 
in court on Dec. 15th for a pre-
trial conference. 

American Samoa Government
Office Of PrOcurement

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)
RFQ-009-2018

Issuance Date: November 13, 2017 Date & Time Due: December 13, 2017
 No later than 2:00p.m (local time)
The American Samoa Government (ASG) issues a Request For Qualification (RFQ) from qualified firms to 
provide:

“Professional Services to Provide Specifications for ARFF Vehicles for Fitiuta & Ofu Airport”
Submission
Original and five copies of the Qualifications must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked:  “RFQ:  Profes-
sional Services to Provide Specifications for ARFF Vehicles for Fitiuta & Ofu Airport.”   Submissions are to be 
sent to the following address and will be received until 2:00 p.m. (local time), December 13, 2017:

Office of Procurement
American Samoa Government

Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Attn:  Dr. Oreta Mapu Crichton, CPO

Any qualifications received after the aforementioned date and time will not be accepted under any  
circumstances.  Late submissions will not be opened or considered and will be determined as being  
non-responsive.

Document
The RFQ Scope of Work outlining the qualification requiements is available at the Office of Procurement,  
Tafuna, American Samoa, during normal working hours.

Review
Request for Qualification data will be thoroughly reviewed by an appointed Source Evaluation Board under the 
auspices of the Chief Procurement, Office of Procurement, ASG.

Right of Rejection
The American Samoa Government reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals and to waive any
irregularities and/or informalities in the submitted proposals that are not in the best interests of the American

Samoa Government or the public.as may be in the best interest of the American Samoa Government or the Public.

A man looks outside the window of an apartment where migrant workers stayed in the out-
skirts of Beijing Monday, Nov. 27, 2017. Authorities in Beijing have been evicting domestic migrant 
workers from the capital in droves, triggering a public outcry over the harsh treatment of people the 
city depends on to build their skyscrapers, care for their children and take on other lowly-paid work. 

 (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

➧ Court Report…
Continued from page 5

BEIJING (AP) — Zhou 
Xinci left her hometown in 
China’s struggling rust belt four 
years ago for Beijing with little 
more than the clothes on her 
back and a dream to one day 
save enough money to buy a 
home.

That dream is now fast 
unraveling as Zhou, 35, watches 
as her neighbors — other low-
income Chinese migrants like 
her — are being hurriedly 
evicted from their homes on the 
outskirts of the capital by the 
government.

Authorities in Beijing have 
launched sweeping evictions 
of workers who have migrated 
from elsewhere in the country, 
triggering a public outcry over 
the treatment of people the 
city depends on to build sky-
scrapers, care for children and 
take on other lowly paid work.

Zhou, whose husband is 
a factory worker in Beijing, 
knows their family will soon 
be next and wonders how they 
will stay in the city and keep 
their 9-year-old son safe and 
in school.“They are chasing 
people away from apartments 
and smashing things. How 
wouldn’t a child be scared? My 
son is scared and can’t sleep at 
night, of course I’m scared too,” 
she said.

Her family now pays 400 
yuan ($60) a month to rent a 
single room big enough for 
their bed, a wardrobe, television 
set and refrigerator. But with 
soaring rents and rising discrim-
ination against migrant workers, 
she says it will be impossible to 
find another room.

“They say Beijing people 
will feel heartache if they lose a 
dog,” Zhou said. “We are living 
people. How could they treat us 
like this?”

Workers interviewed by the 
AP say whole families have 
been evicted, often with little 
notice, leaving them scrambling 
to transport their belongings 
in the freezing weather. Many 
have had to pile their furniture, 
bags, bedding, clothes and other 
items into overloaded pickup 
trucks and vans, discarding 
kitchenware and other belong-
ings that wouldn’t fit.

“They called us at 5 a.m. and 
by 8 a.m. they had arrived with 
demolition equipment,” said Bi 
Yan’ao, a 54-year-old migrant 
worker who has lived in Beijing 

for 13 years, describing what it 
was like to have to move out of 
his apartment in Daxing in just 
a few hours last week, clutching 
his belongings.

“In just one hour, they flat-
tened a 100-meter (330-foot) 
-long stretch of land. How scary 
is that.”

After that, Bi went to work 
with his relative at a shop 
selling cosmetics, but then they 
were told this week they had a 
couple of days to move out. On 
Monday evening, Bi stood in 
the store surveying the piles of 
boxes of merchandise around 
him, at a loss for what to do. He 
teared up.

“I want to cry,” he said. “I 
don’t have anything left now.”

Last week, the city launched 
a 40-day campaign to clear out 
tenants from buildings deemed 
unsafe after a massive fire killed 
19 people at apartments rented 
mainly by low-income Chinese 
migrant workers.

The eviction drive has been 
met with widespread anger and 
criticism online, with people 
saying it has laid bare the stark 
inequality in China that prevents 
poorer migrants who provide 
essential services in cities from 
enjoying the same status as the 
cities’ residents. Under China’s 
much-criticized household reg-
istration, or “hukou,” system, 
Chinese migrant workers who 
can’t obtain “hukou” in the 
cities they work in are often 
denied access to subsidized 
health care, education and 
social services.

Most tenants living in such 
homes on the outskirts of the 
city are factory workers, con-
struction laborers, delivery 
people, drivers, cleaners, or 
hairdressers who come from 
poorer parts of China. Others 
run their own small wholesale 
businesses and shops selling 
cheap goods. Some have lived 
for years in the city with their 
children.Along the same street 
that Bi was on, the owner of 
a luggage store described a 
similar experience, saying offi-
cials came and told her family 
to leave within days before the 
area was to be sealed off and 
demolished.

“People have feelings, we 
cannot accept this, to be asked 
to leave suddenly,” said the 
store owner, who gave only her 
surname, Yang. 

Beijing evictions of 
migrant workers stir 

widespread anger 
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HYDERABAD, India (AP) 
— Ivanka Trump described the 
hurdles faced by women during 
a speech at a business confer-
ence in India, which is treating 
her trip like a royal visit.

But her solo outing also 
highlighted questions about 
whether her message of empow-
ering poor women matches her 
actions.

Trump’s speech Tuesday at 
the Global Entrepreneurship 
Summit in the southern city of 
Hyderabad was broadcast live 
throughout India by major news 
channels. 

A buildup worthy of a Bolly-
wood musical included cultural 
references that ranged from 
independence leader Mahatma 
Gandhi to the movie “Slumdog 
Millionaire.”

The city had cleared away 
beggars and filled potholes 
ahead of the visit by Trump, the 
daughter of President Donald 
Trump and a senior presidential 
adviser.

“As a former entrepreneur, 
employer, and executive in a 
male-dominated industry, I’ve 
seen firsthand that all too often 
women must do more than their 
male counterparts to prove 
themselves at work, while also 
disproportionately caring for 
their families at home,” Trump 
said in her speech.

But the conference’s focus 
on female entrepreneurs raises 
questions about some of the 
commercial decisions made by 
Trump and her namesake brand.

Critics have faulted her for 
failing to use her leadership 
role to call out labor and human 
rights abuses, particularly in 
China, where the bulk of her 
U.S. merchandise ships from. 
And they point out that she has 
failed to take a public stand on 
alleged abuses in her brand’s 
own supply chain.

Trump stepped back from 
day-to-day management of 
her brand before taking on an 
official role as White House 
adviser, but still retains an own-
ership interest.

“After my father’s election, 
I saw an opportunity to leave 
my businesses for the privilege 
of serving our country, and 
empowering all Americans to 
succeed,” she said in the speech.

Her father praised her speech, 
saying “Great work Ivanka!” in 
a tweet late Tuesday in which 
he shared a U.S. State Depart-
ment video of her remarks.

Abigail Klem, president of 
the Ivanka Trump brand, has 
called supply chain integrity “a 
top priority,” but the brand has 
not joined the growing number 
of companies that publicly iden-
tify their manufacturers.

A September investiga-
tion by The Associated Press 
showed that Trump’s supply 
chain has become more opaque 

than ever since she took on her 
White House role, making it 
impossible to know whom her 
company is doing business with 
around the world. The brand 
has said supply chains are the 
responsibility of its licensees.

Earlier this month, 23 rights 
groups signed a letter urging 
Trump, her brand and two 
licensees to publish the names 
and addresses of suppliers.

They also urged Trump and 
her brand to publicly demand 
that the Chinese government 
not prosecute three activists 
detained this past summer while 
investigating the brand’s supply 
chain, and allow independent 
monitoring of factories.

Trump was joined at Tues-
day’s conference by Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“What you are achieving 
here is truly extraordinary,” 
Trump said. “From your child-
hood selling tea to your elec-
tion as India’s prime minister, 
you’ve proven that transforma-
tional change is possible.”

Modi was scheduled to host 
Trump for dinner at the luxu-
rious Falaknuma Palace Hotel.

“This event showcases the 
close ties between the United 
States of America and India,” 
Modi said.

 “It underlines our shared 
commitment to entrepreneur-
ship and innovation.”

Trump did not spend a lot 
of time during her speech dis-
cussing U.S. politics, although 
she did say the administration 
was “laser focused on passing 
long overdue tax cuts.”

The cleanup of Hyderabad, 
a southern technology hub, 
began a month ahead of the 
conference, when the city began 
rounding up several hundred 
homeless people and beggars.

Officials said the drive 
against begging was launched 
because two international 
events were taking place in the 
city — the entrepreneurship 
summit and the World Telugu 
Conference in December. 

Begging is a criminal offense 
in India and can be punished by 
as much as 10 years in prison, 
although the law is rarely 
enforced.

Beggars tend to crowd 
around cars at traffic signals, 
knocking on windows and 
asking for food and money. 
They include children as young 
as 5, who weave through dan-
gerous traffic and often perform 
small acrobatic acts.

“It’s cool that she’s coming,” 
said Amani Bhugati, a medical 
student, before the speech. 
“She’s glamorous, beautiful and 
powerful. 

It’s like a combination of 
Hollywood and politics.”

Others marveled at the 
improvements made around 
Hyderabad. “All new,” said 

Gopal, a taxi driver who gave 
only his first name.

But he also pointed to the 
potholes that remain on many 
smaller streets.

 “She’s not coming here, so 
they didn’t fix it,” he said.

More than 1,200 people were 
attending the three-day confer-
ence, although not everyone 
was thrilled about Trump’s 
presence.

“It’s now being called Ivanka 
Trump’s summit. It totally 
overshadows all our work,” 
said Sangeeta Agarawal, the 
chief executive of U.S. startup 
Helpsy Health. “We feel that’s 
it become more about her.”The 
annual entrepreneurship confer-
ence has a theme this year of 
“Women first, prosperity for 
all,” and involves networking, 
mentoring and workshops.
Trump was to host at least two 
panel discussions before leaving 
Wednesday.

Ivanka Trump’s India visit raises 
questions about her brand
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AmericAn SAmoA 
community college

EmploymEnt opportunity
Position Title:          ADJUNCT NURSING INSTRUCTOR
Employment Status: Part-Time 
General Description:  
The Adjunct Nursing Instructor reports to the Nursing Department chairperson. The successful candidate will 
be responsible for teaching ASCC Nursing courses in clinical and theoretical for Practical Nursing / Nurse 
Aide and Associate Degree in Nursing. 

Job Duties and Responsibilities:
   •   Collect, prepare, and present instructional materials for all classes to be taught
   •   Prepare and distribute course syllabi/outlines for each class taught during the first week of instructions. 
   •   Prepare and distribute a comprehensive syllabi for all courses taught in a timely manner as requested  
       by Academic Affairs. 
   •   Teach each class as scheduled and supervise examinations, field trips, internships, service learning  
       activities, and practicum.
   •   Maintain attendance and scholastic records and submit these to the Admissions and Records Office by  
       the assigned date every semester / session.
   •   Develop, implement, and assess Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for each course taught.
   •   Share data on SLOs collected from courses taught with the department and other college stakeholders,  
       and provide recommendations for improvement of student learning.
   •   Participate in the different levels of student learning outcome review, program review, and student  
       assessment.
   •   Provide students with information on career, academic referrals, and transfer opportunities
   •   Post and maintain class schedules and office hours to assist students.
   •   Provide safety measures and fully exercise the enforcement of these measures in the classrooms.  
   •   Observe and enforce all ASCC rules and regulations, policies and mandates.
   •   Perform other duties assigned by the Department Chairperson or the Dean of Academic Affairs

Minimum Requirements:
   •   Master’s Degree in Nursing and licensures. 
   •   Five (5) years of teaching Nursing classes and seven (7) years of in clinical supervisory experience
   •   Demonstrates knowledge in curriculum development, and has good analytical and interpersonal skills. 
   •   Must also be computer literate (Microsoft Word, Excel, etc.)

Salary:  Salary to be commensurate with experience, qualification, and credentials.

Application Deadline: December 01, 2017 no later than 4:00pm.
Applications are available from American Samoa Community College, Human Resources Office at 

 699-9155 ext. 428/441/429, online at http://www.amsamoa.edu/employmentopportunities.html  
or by email at ascchumanresources@amsamoa.edu.

Department of Academic Affairs

“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer – And A Drug-Free Workplace”

U.S. presidential adviser and daughter Ivanka Trump gestures 
as she speaks during the opening of the Global Entrepreneurship 
Summit in Hyderabad, India, Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017. 

 (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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PEARL, Miss. (AP) — A lesbian couple who 
had a son through in-vitro fertilization and later 
divorced will argue over whether the woman 
who didn’t give birth should have status as a 
legal parent.

The Mississippi Supreme Court will hear the 
case Wednesday on whether 44-year-old Chris 
Strickland should be listed as the legal parent of 
now-6-year-old Zayden Strickland.

A lower court judge ruled during the divorce 
that Strickland wasn’t a parent. He said the 
anonymous sperm donor had paternal rights, and 
awarded full custody rights to Kimberly Day, 
who carried a child who bears Strickland’s last 
name.

“Can Zayden have three parents? Both these 
ladies who are married to each other and the 
father? The court is of the opinion the answer 
is ‘No,’” wrote Rankin County Chancery Court 
Judge John Grant . “The court fi nds two women 
cannot conceive a child together. The court does 
not fi nd its opinion to be a discriminatory state-
ment but a biological fact.”Grant did order visi-
tation rights with Zayden for Chris Strickland, 
who pays child support. But Strickland believes 
the ruling overall discriminates against her and 
defi es the U.S. Supreme Court decision legalizing 
gay marriage. She wants legal parental status and 
hopes that will eventually lead to 50-50 custody.

“Every child needs both parents, no matter 
homosexual or heterosexual,” Strickland said 
Tuesday. “It’s just better for the child.”

The couple married in Massachusetts in 2010. 
Strickland said she and Day informally shared 
custody until Day married a man in 2015 and 
barred Strickland from seeing Zayden or a now-
17-year-old boy that Day adopted in 2007.

Strickland sued for divorce and to have Day’s 
later marriage annulled, which the lower judge 
ordered.

Day argues Strickland should have sought to 
terminate the sperm donor’s parental rights and 
made a mistake during the divorce by not intro-
ducing the donor’s waiver of parental rights into 
the court record.Strickland’s lawyers argue that 
stance could call into question the rights and 
duties of opposite-sex Mississippians who have 
conceived a child using donated eggs or sperm, 
not just same-sex couples. That warning is sup-
ported by some outside groups, including the 
American Society for Reproductive Medicine.
Strickland’s lawyers argue that in Mississippi, 
any child born to a married man and woman is 
legally presumed to be the child of both. Strick-
land said she asked at the hospital in 2011 to be 
named on Zayden’s birth certifi cate as a parent, 
but said the hospital was told by state offi cials 
that it couldn’t do that.

Beth Littrell of the Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund said the lower court judge 
ignored the Supreme Court’s ruling.

“You have to treat same-sex couples equally” 
she said.The Foundation for Moral Law, which is 
associated with Alabama U.S. Senate candidate 
Roy Moore, fi led arguments urging justices to 
disregard the U.S. Supreme Court decision and 
restate Mississippi’s law defi ning marriage as 
being between one man and one woman.

In a 2015 ruling allowing a lesbian couple to 
seek a divorce, Mississippi Justices Jess Dick-
inson and Josiah Coleman each wrote that the 
U.S. Supreme Court overreached its authority in 
legalizing same-sex marriage and called for the 
state to consider the issue on its own.

Chris Strickland recalls the painful months without contact to her now six-year-old son, aft er 
she and her wife divorced, Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017, in Pearl, Miss. Strickland, whose wife had a son 
through in-vitro fertilization and later divorced, is arguing before the Mississippi Supreme Court, 
that a lower court should be overruled and she should have legal status as a legal parent. Th e court 
will hear the case Wednesday.  (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)

Same-sex parental rights case 
reaches top Mississippi court 

YANGON, Myanmar (AP) 
— Pope Francis urged Myan-
mar’s long-suffering people to 
resist the temptation to exact 
revenge for the hurt they have 
endured, preaching a message 
of forgiveness Wednesday to a 
huge crowd in his fi rst public 
Mass in the predominantly Bud-
dhist nation.Local authorities 
estimated some 150,000 people 
turned out at Yangon’s Kyaik-
kasan Ground park for the Mass, 
but the crowd seemed far larger. 

Catholics had to apply to attend 
through their local churches to 
enter the park venue, and many 
dressed in matching outfi ts or 
with hats bearing the pope’s 
image.Francis has said his aim 
in coming to Myanmar is to 
minister to its Catholic com-
munity, which numbers around 
660,000 people, or just over 
1 percent of the population of 
about 52 million.His trip has 
been overshadowed, though, by 
Myanmar’s military operations 

targeting the Rohingya Muslim 
minority in Rakhine state. The 
crackdown, which has been 
described by the U.N. as a 
campaign of “textbook ethnic 
cleansing,” has drawn interna-
tional condemnation.

In his fi rst public com-
ments on Tuesday, Francis 
told Suu Kyi and other gov-
ernment authorities that Myan-
mar’s future lay in respecting 
the rights of all its people — 
“none excluded” — but he 
refrained from mentioning the 
Rohingya by name. The vio-
lence, including the looting and 
burning of Rohingya villages.

Pope preaches forgiveness in 
fi rst public Mass in Myanmar 
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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— After 2 ½ months of relative 
peace, North Korea launched its 
most powerful weapon yet early 
Wednesday, claiming a new 
type of intercontinental ballistic 
missile that some observers 
believe could put Washington 
and the entire eastern U.S. sea-
board within range.

The North said in a special 
televised announcement hours 
after the launch that it had suc-
cessfully fi red what it called the 
Hwasong-15, a new nuclear-
capable ICBM that’s “signifi -
cantly more” powerful than the 
long-range weapons it’s previ-
ously tested. Outside govern-
ments and analysts backed up 
the North’s claim to a jump in 
missile capability.

A resumption of Pyong-
yang’s torrid testing pace in 
pursuit of its goal of a viable 
arsenal of nuclear-tipped mis-
siles that can hit the U.S. main-
land had been widely expected, 
but the apparent power and 
suddenness of the new test still 
jolted the Korean Peninsula and 
Washington. The launch at 3:17 
a.m. local time and midday in 
the U.S. capital indicated an 
effort to perfect the element of 
surprise and to obtain maximum 
attention in the United States.

In a government statement 
released through state media, 
North Korea said the Hwa-
song-15, the “greatest ICBM,” 
could be armed with a “super-
large heavy nuclear warhead” 
and striking the “whole main-
land” of the United States. 
The North said the missile, 
which was fi red near the capital 
Pyongyang, reached a max-
imum height of 4,475 kilome-
ters (2,780 miles) and traveled 
950 kilometers (590 miles) 
before accurately hitting a sea 
target, similar to the fl ight data 
announced by South Korea’s 
military.

The North said the missile, 
which was fi red at the “highest” 
launch angle, didn’t pose a 
security threat to its neighbors. 
It said leader Kim Jong Un after 
the successful launch “declared 
with pride” that the country has 
achieved its goal of becoming a 
“rocket power.”

“The development and 
advancement of the strategic 
weapon of the DPRK are to 
defend the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of the country 
from the U.S. imperialists’ 
nuclear blackmail policy and 
nuclear threat, and to ensure the 
peaceful life of the people, and 
therefore, they would not pose 
any threat to any country and 
region as long as the interests 
of the DPRK are not infringed 
upon,” said the statement, refer-
ring to North Korea’s offi cial 
name, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea.

The fi ring is a clear mes-
sage of defi ance aimed at the 
Trump administration, which 

had just restored the North to 
a U.S. list of terror sponsors. It 
also ruins nascent diplomatic 
efforts, raises fears of war or 
a pre-emptive U.S. strike and 
casts a deeper shadow over the 
security of the Winter Olympics 
early next year in South Korea.

A rattled Seoul responded 
by almost immediately 
launching three of its own mis-
siles in a show of force. The 
South’s president, Moon Jae-
in, expressed worry that North 
Korea’s growing missile threat 
could force the United States to 
attack the North before it mas-
ters a nuclear-tipped long-range 
missile, something experts say 
may be imminent.

“If North Korea completes 
a ballistic missile that could 
reach from one continent to 
another, the situation can spiral 
out of control,” Moon said at an 
emergency meeting in Seoul, 
according to his offi ce. “We 
must stop a situation where 
North Korea miscalculates 
and threatens us with nuclear 
weapons or where the United 
States considers a pre-emptive 
strike.”

Moon, a liberal who has been 
forced into a more hawkish 
stance by a stream of North 
Korean weapons tests, has 
repeatedly declared that there 
can be no U.S. attack on the 
North without Seoul’s approval, 
but many here worry that Wash-
ington may act without South 
Korean input.

The launch is North Korea’s 
fi rst since it fi red an interme-
diate-range missile over Japan 
on Sept. 15, and may have 
broken any efforts at diplo-
macy meant to end the North’s 
nuclear ambitions. U.S. offi cials 
have sporadically fl oated the 
idea of direct talks with North 
Korea if it maintained restraint.

The missile also appears to 
improve on North Korea’s past 
launches.

If fl own on a standard tra-
jectory, instead of Wednes-
day’s lofted angle, the missile 
would have a range of more 
than 13,000 kilometers (8,100 
miles), said U.S. scientist David 
Wright, a physicist who closely 
tracks North Korea’s missile 
and nuclear programs. “Such a 
missile would have more than 
enough range to reach Wash-
ington, D.C., and in fact any 
part of the continental United 
States,” Wright wrote in a blog 
post for the Union for Con-
cerned Scientists.

North Korea’s description of 
a “super-large heavy” warhead 
is also likely to raise debate on 
whether the country is planning 
another nuclear test to dem-
onstrate it has such a weapon. 
When the North fl ight tested 
two of its older ICBM models, 
the Hwasong-14s, in July, it 
said the missiles were capable 
of delivering “large-sized 
heavy” warheads. 

NKorea launches ICBM 
in possibly its 

longest-range test yet 

In this photo released by the state-run Saudi Press Agency, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman speaks at a meeting of the Islamic Military Counterterrorism Alliance in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2017. Saudi Arabia’s assertive crown prince on Sunday opened the fi rst 
high-level meeting of a kingdom-led alliance of Muslim nations against terrorism, vowing that 
extremists will no longer “tarnish our beautiful religion.”  (Saudi Press Agency via AP)

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia 
(AP) — British Prime Minister 
Theresa May is to visit Saudi 
Arabia for talks on Wednesday 
with its assertive crown prince 
over the kingdom-led war in 
Yemen, the second European 
leader to specifi cally seek him 
out as he amasses power.

May’s visit is expected 
to include her asking Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
to allow humanitarian aid 
through Yemen’s port of 
Hodeida, which is held by the 
Shiite rebels being targeted in 
the Saudi-led war.

A U.N.-chartered aid vessel 
docked at Hodeida on Tuesday.

“We are very clear that we 
want to see full humanitarian 
and commercial access through 
the port of Hodeida,” May said 
Tuesday. “Obviously that is 
an issue I will be raising when 
I am in Saudi Arabia.”Saudi 
Arabia closed off Yemen’s sea-
ports and airports over a Nov. 
4 rebel ballistic-missile launch 
that targeted the Saudi capital 
of Riyadh. The kingdom said 
it intercepted the missile, the 
deepest yet to penetrate the 
country.

Under intense international 
pressure, Saudi Arabia later 
promised it would reopen the 
ports for humanitarian aid.

The Saudi-led coali-
tion began its war in Yemen 
in March 2015 on behalf of 
Yemen’s internationally recog-
nized government against the 
Shiite rebels known as Houthis 
and their allies.The confl ict 
has pushed the Arab world’s 
poorest country to the brink of 
famine. The war has killed over 
10,000 civilians, displaced 3 
million people and left much of 
the infrastructure in ruins.

Britain’s May to visit Saudi 
Arabia, speak to crown prince 
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