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Th e Rotary Club of Pago Pago has 
begun its distribution of the Children’s 
Scholastic Dictionary for all 3rd graders 
in the American Samoa public schools. 
Th e dictionary is a gift  to the student and 
the student will take it home to use for his 
or her studies.

Th is is the sixth year the Rotary Club of 
Pago Pago has distributed the dictionaries 
to the public schools and it is an annual 
project for the Club to improve literacy at 
the elementary level. 

Th ird graders at Tafuna Elementary, 
Aoloau  Elementary and Leone Mid-
Kiff   Elementary Schools received their 
dictionaries on Monday.

  [courtesy photo]

Customs agent faces 
drug charges for a 

7-pound shipment of 
weed at the Post Offi ce
HE TRIED TO TAKE OFF WITH THE PARCEL AFTER 

HE WAS CONFRONTED BY CO-WORKERS
by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

A Customs agent who allegedly used his relative’s post 
offi ce box to receive a shipment of marijuana has been 
slapped with three felony drug charges.

Lagona Tigilau is being charged with unlawful possession 
of marijuana, unlawful possession of methamphetamine, and 
unlawful possession of marijuana with intent to distribute.

The marijuana charges stem from an incident that occurred 
at the Post Offi ce last week, where 7lbs. of weed was found in a 
box allegedly belonging to Tigilau, but was shipped through the 
mailbox of a family member, who is a former Customs agent.

He is also being charged with a single count of meth posses-
sion after a clear glass pipe containing what appeared to be white 
crystalline substance — and later tested positive as methamphet-
amine — was allegedly discovered in his vehicle, when he was 
apprehended and his vehicle searched by police offi cers.

Tigilau made his initial appearance yesterday before District 
Court Judge Fiti Sunia.His attorney, Assistant Public Defender 
Ryan Anderson said they want to move forward with a prelimi-
nary examination (PX) hearing and it is set for tomorrow at 1 
p.m.According to the court affi davit, the DPS Vice and Nar-
cotics Unit was contacted by a Customs K-9 offi cer regarding a 
package that Customs canine Benny alerted to during a routine 
inspection at the Post Offi ce.

The parcel was addressed to former Customs agent Fiatupu 
Tavai.The on-duty customs offi cer inspecting parcels that day 
was informed of the situation. Tavai had turned up to claim the 
package which allegedly “contained two large clear bags con-
taining what appeared to be green leafy substances,” according 
to the court affi davit.

It further states that Tavai allegedly told Customs offi cers that 
the box belonged to Tigilau, who picked him up and drove him 
to the Post Offi ce to claim the shipment.

A test of the green leafy substance netted positive results for 
marijuana.

The court affi davit notes that an on-duty Customs offi cer 
told investigators that Tigilau was standing next to Tavai when 
the contents of the parcel were laid out and Tigilau allegedly 
attempted to place the bags back into the box and wanted to take 
off with it.When told that neither the box nor Tavai could leave 
the Post Offi ce, Tigilau allegedly admitted that the box was a 
transit from Apia.

(Continued on page 7)

by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

A hearing was called by the House Port 
Administration committee this week 
to fi nd out why the runway lights at 

the Pago Pago International Airport were not on 
when the Hawaiian Airlines fl ight arrived last 
Thursday.

Several passengers who were on the HAL 
fl ight that night, said the aircraft was unable to 
land during its fi rst approach because the airport 
lights were not on, and called their representa-
tives to complain, resulting in the House hearing.

Manu’a faipule, Rep. Vesi Talalelei Fautanu 
Jr said during a House session last Friday that 
according to his nephew and other family mem-
bers who were on the fl ight, as the fl ight was 
descending, everyone were surprised when the 
aircraft went up in the air suddenly. 

The aircraft then circled around, until the air-
port lights came on, and the plane landed safety 
without any problems.

Other representatives verifi ed Vesi’s statement 
and asked for a hearing with the Director of Port 

Administration to fi nd out why these problems 
continue to happen at the airport.

Rep. Vailoata E. Amituana’i said the reason 
why these problems continue to happen is 
because there is no air traffi c control tower to 
monitor fl ights coming in to American Samoa.

Saole faipule, Rep. Kitara Vaiau said the 
reason why we don’t have an air traffi c tower 
is because the FAA (Federal Aviation Agency) 
decided that for the number of planes that come 
into American Samoa we are adequately covered 
by the control tower in Faleolo, Samoa. He said 
there is a frequency that all incoming planes are 
supposed to tune in to.

Other faipule said this is not the fi rst time a 
problem like this happened at the airport. They 
recalled another incident in 2014 when a heli-
copter and a plane almost collided. Faipule say 
the only way to avoid these types of incidents is 
for an air traffi c tower to be installed.

The hearing that was scheduled for Monday 
morning with the Director of Port Administra-
tion, Taimalelagi Dr. Claire Poumele was can-

House reps ask why runway 
lights didn’t come on when 
Hawaiian plane tried to land

REPORTEDLY HA COULDN’T TURN THEM ON REMOTELY

Angelina Roberts (left ), along with the other princesses, will be honored at a Congressional 
Reception today, April 11th at the Botanic Gardens of the National Mall in Washington, D.C. 

Angelina was selected by the American Samoa Society to represent American Samoa at this 
year’s Cherry Blossom festival in the nation’s capital.

See story for details. [courtesy photo]

(Continued on page 8)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

The US Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
is joining its local counterparts 
participating in the three-day 
2018 Business Festival, or 
BizFest, which opens today at 
Suigaula o le Atuvasa in Utulei 
and the event is expected to 
attract many more visitors with 
the arrival tomorrow of the 
Emerald Princess cruise ship. 

Commerce Department 
director Keniseli Lafaele said 
last week that the BizFest, 
which is part of the 2018 Flag 
Day events, focuses on sup-
porting public-private partner-
ship within key industries. It 
also aims to showcase the var-
ious products and services — 
both existing or on the horizon 
— offered by local entrepre-
neurs and businesses. 

In a statement yesterday, 
FEMA announced that its miti-
gation team and the Hazard 
Mitigation Offi ce of American 
Samoa Offi ce of Disaster Assis-
tance will participate in the 
BizFest. And they will feature 
at their booth, “how-to mate-
rials” on how to build better and 
stronger.

Informal discussions and 
printed material in both the 
Samoan and English languages 
will feature:

• How to elevate elec-
trical components so they will 
be above water if your house 
fl oods

• How to use fl ood resis-
tant materials

• A check-list to use with 
contractors

• Other helpful tips and 
information

• A display on how to tie 
building components together, 
from the foundation through the 
walls to the roof to withstand 
wind pressure

• Keychains and other 
interesting and eye-catching 
items for adults and children.

According to FEMA, “spe-
cialists will answer questions 
to make this business fair both 
interesting and informative so 
people can minimize damage 
the next time a disaster strikes.”

The FEMA team is on island 
along with other federal part-
ners such as the US Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA), in 
response to February’s Tropical 
Storm Gita, which devastated 
key areas on Tutuila. 

Asked for reaction to 
FEMA’s participation in the 
BizFest, Lafaele told Samoa 
News yesterday that “it’s a good 
venue to spread valuable info to 
the people and businesses.”

Lafaele said last week that 
the vision behind the BizFest is 
that “we want to create a plat-
form to support our local busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs, but 
do so with the fun and informal 
elements of a festival — food, 
entertainment, and events that 
highlight the various industries 
we will focus on this year.”

Highlighted industries will 
include: Technology & Health 
Care; Fisheries & Agriculture; 
and Tourism & Food/Beverage. 

“Let’s begin our Flag Day 
celebration by celebrating the 
future of our economy, our 
small businesses and entrepre-
neurs,” the DOC director said. 

The 2018 Flag Day cer-
emony is set for Apr. 17th at 
Veterans Memorial Stadium in 
Tafuna.

And just in time for the 
BizFest, is tomorrow’s arrival 
of the Emerald Princess calling 
into the Port of Pago Pago 
around 10a.m. from Hilo, 
Hawai’i and departing around 
7p.m. for Samoa. The cruise 
will be carrying 3,672 passen-
gers with 1,200 crew mem-
bers, according to the American 
Samoa Visitors Bureau. 

At the BizFest, cultural 
activities, handmade craft dem-
onstrations, entertainment and 
Samoan local recipe delights 
will be featured and showcased 
“as a special treat for our one-
day visitors,” said ASVB deputy 
director Vaito’a Hans Lang-
kilde, adding that cruise ship 
market vendors will be set up at 
the Fagatogo malae, while other 
displays including Samoan food 
will be available at the Fagatogo 
Marketplace. 

The Visitors Bureau reminds 
all (commercial bus & taxi) tour 
drivers to dress accordingly: For 
men please wear a clean “elei” 
or Polynesian printed shirt and 
lavalava/slacks, and for women, 
elei or Polynesian print puletasi 
or tops when soliciting tour ser-
vices for visitors off the ship.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position Title
Position Type

Report to:

Job Opening

CORPORATE SALES EXECUTIVE

Career Service
One (1)
Sales Manager

Posting Date

Deadline

Starting Salary

Status

April16, 2018/ 4 :00 pm
April 10, 2018

Non-Exempt

GS: 8/1 $12,878.00 to 
GS: 8/12 $20,869.00

This position is located in the Business Department of the American Samoa Telecommunications Authority 
(ASTCA).  Work is generally performed in a standard office environment, but also includes activities that occur 
in a variety of indoor and outdoor settings. Some exposure to varied weather conditions may be required.

Must possess an AA degree from an accredited college or university or (2) years of related 
experience in sales, market, trends, and current campaigns. Attention to details, time 
management, planning and organizing 
• Assist in developing, building and managing a client base of corporate accounts;
• Monitor the sales process at each stage from quote, to purchasing to fulfillment and 

follow up;
• Target new and existing accounts within;
• Work with Marketing Department to develop and execute corporate sales initiatives;
• Prospect new clients via sales calls, direct mail, email and networking events;
• Work with suppliers to secure opportunity buys and availability of products;
• Coordinate product logo placement with contractors to meet the client’s specifications;
• Analyze sales trends, track unit sales, and generate gross margin reports;
• Generate monthly budgets and sales forecasts;
• Participate in trade shows, conferences and community events to help promote the 

corporate program;
• Investigate and troubleshoot customer service issues;
• All other duties as required by higher authority

Education/
Experience:

Duties &  
Responsibilities

Major Responsibilities:

Minimum Requirements & Qualifications

Tel: (684) 699-1121 ext. 408
Fax: (684) 699-9032
Email inquiries: hr@astca.net

Human Resources Division
American Samoa Telecommunications Authority 
(A.S.T.C.A.)
P.O. Box M
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

Qualified 
Applicants 
Apply To:

Qualified applicants: Please submit a completed ASTCA Employment Application with a copy of your resume to ASTCA 
(address listed below) by the deadline listed above. Please attach copies of credentials and transcripts. Candidates selected 
for hire must pass examinations (when applicable), pre-employment clearances & test negative on pre-employment drug 
test. ASTCA reserves the right to waive education and experience requirements as necessary. 

American Samoa  
Telecommunications Authority 

(ASTCA)

AUTO NATION
NU’UULI:  (684) 699-7168 • FAX:  (684) 699-7175

GRAND OPENING FOR AUTONATION
MOBIL  

SPECIAL OIL
SUPREME 

CHEVRON OIL
PARTS  

MASTER
  5W-20
10W-30
10W-40
20W-50

SAE-30
SAE-40
10W-30
10W-40

  5W-30
10W-30
10W-40
20W-50

WE’RE NOW SELLING ENGINE OIL IN A VERY LOW PRICE!!! 
COME AND JOINT US. 

PLEASE COME AND DON’T MISS OUT!!
BUSNIESS HOURS    OFFICE PHONE:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY:  7:30AM TO 5:00PM (684) 699-1888
SATURDAY :  8:00AM TO 1:00PM (684) 699-7168
HOLIDAY :  8:00AM TO 1:00PM
LOCATION: ACROSS A&T GAS STATION NU’UULI

BizFest opens today at 
Suigaula o le Atuvasa

USD one-way

USD one-way

USD one-way

BEIRUT (AP) — The inter-
national chemical weapons 
watchdog said Tuesday it was 
sending a fact-fi nding mission 
to the Syrian town where a 
suspected chemical gas attack 
took place over the weekend, 
following a request from the 
Syrian government and its Rus-
sian backers that appeared to 
be aimed at averting punitive 
Western military action.

It was not immediately 
clear whether the announce-
ment would delay or prevent a 
U.S. strike in Syria. President 
Donald Trump has vowed to 
respond “forcefully” to Satur-
day’s attack on civilians in the 
town of Douma, and warned 
that Russia — or any other 
nation found to share responsi-
bility — will “pay a price.”

In a statement, the Organi-
zation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons said a fact-
fi nding mission was “preparing 
to deploy to Syria shortly,” 
though it did not give a more 
precise timetable on when the 
inspectors would arrive.

Trump on Tuesday cancelled 
plans to travel to South America 

later this week, choosing to stay 
in the United States to manage 
the response to the events in 
Syria. The White House said he 
later spoke with British Prime 
Minister Theresa May and the 
two “agreed not to allow the 
use of chemical weapons to 
continue.”

Trump also discussed Syria 
with French President Emanuel 
Macron, who said Tuesday that 
France would decide in the 
coming days on “a strong and 
joint response” with the U.S. 
and Britain to the suspected 
attack.

The incident has sparked 
international outrage and ratch-
eted up tensions in the already 
volatile Mideast, raising the 
specter of possible imminent 
American retaliation amid Rus-
sia’s warnings against any such 
action, and denials that any 
chemical weapons attack took 
place.

Adding to the tensions, Iran, 
a strong ally of Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad, threatened 
to respond to an airstrike on a 
Syrian military base on Monday 

Chemical weapons experts to 
inspect attack site in Syria

(Continued on page 7)
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by Samoa News staff
Local residents who were 

impacted by Tropical Storm 
Gita but have questions or are in 
need of help with disaster assis-
tance can get answers or refer-
rals at the Disaster Recovery 
Center (DRC), which is jointly 
operated by the US Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and ASG. 

“Do you have a question 
about your registration with 
FEMA? Did you get a letter 
or phone call that you did not 
understand?” — were the ques-
tions cited in a joint FEMA/
ASG statement yesterday. 

The DRC, located inside the 
DYWA Pago Pago Center is the 
place to get help.

The statement notes that 
experts from the following 
agencies are there to help at the 
DRC:

• Disaster housing spe-
cialists can answer questions 
about rental assistance, home 
repair and loss of personal 
property

• US Small Business 
Administration representatives 
can help with one-on-one assis-

tance to complete disaster loan 
applications for homeowners, 
renters, and private non-profi ts 
as well as businesses. SBA 
disaster loans carry interest 
rates as low as 1.813% and loan 
terms up to 30 years. 

• Disaster Legal Ser-
vices may offer free help with 
legal issues regarding insurance 
claims, contracts, new wills, 
land ownership and occupancy, 
problems with contracts and 
contractors or with other legal 
matters.

• Department of Human 
and Social Services may help 
individuals with health issues.

• US Social Security 
Administration may help fi le 
for social security benefi ts or 
answer questions about current 
benefi ts.

• ASG Department of 
Commerce can help with land 
use issues.

• ASG Department of 
Public Works can help with 
issues on home repair.

• American Samoa 
Power Authority can help with 
issues of electrical service to the 
home or business.

• Crisis counselors can 
help people cope with issues 
that arose because of the disaster 
such as anger, nightmares, 
depression, headaches, nausea 
or increased use of alcohol or 
drugs.

• Mitigation specialists 
have publications to help you 
rebuild or repair to make your 
structures stronger.

Extra support, such as mag-
nifying glasses, sign language 
interpreters and information in 
Braille, is available, according 
to the joint statement.

“No matter what you need, 
DRC specialists can help you or 
refer you to someone who can,” 
it says. Specialists with friendly 
faces are available to assist the 
public. 

The DRC is open Monday-
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and closed on Sundays.

GITA UPDATE: DRC inside DYWA Pago 
Pago Center offering help with specialists

Gradual 
deployment of 
US troops to 

Mexico border
underway

ROMA, Texas (AP) — The 
deployment of National Guard 
members to the U.S.-Mexico 
border at President Donald 
Trump’s request was underway 
Tuesday with a gradual ramp-
up of troops under orders to 
help curb illegal immigration.

The Trump administra-
tion also announced that 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen will visit this 
week a stretch of new border 
wall breaking ground in New 
Mexico, putting additional 
focus on what Trump has called 
a crisis of migrant crossings 
and crime.

The construction and com-
mitment of at least 1,600 Guard 
members from Arizona, New 
Mexico and Texas provoked 
fresh condemnation from 
immigrant activists and praise 
from border-state Republican 
governors, who will retain 
command-and-control of their 
state’s Guard during a mission 
that for now has no fi rm end 
date.

The only holdout border 
state was California, led by 
Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown, 
who has not announced whether 
troops from his state’s National 
Guard will participate and has 
repeatedly clashed with Trump 
over immigration policy. 
The state was still reviewing 
Tuesday whether it will join the 
effort, said Lt. Tom Keegan, a 

(Continued on page 9)
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Under fi re for the worst pri-
vacy debacle in his company’s 
history, Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg batted away often-
aggressive questioning Tuesday 
from lawmakers who accused 
him of failing to protect the per-
sonal information of millions of 
Americans from Russians intent 
on upsetting the U.S. election.

During some fi ve hours of 
Senate questioning, Zucker-
berg apologized several times 
for Facebook failures, disclosed 
that his company was “working 
with” special counsel Robert 
Mueller in the federal probe of 
Russian election interference 
and said it was working hard to 
change its own operations after 
the harvesting of users’ private 
data by a data-mining company 
affi liated with Donald Trump’s 
campaign.Seemingly unim-
pressed, Republican Sen. John 
Thune of South Dakota said 
Zuckerberg’s company had a 
14-year history of apologizing 
for “ill-advised decisions” 
related to user privacy. “How 
is today’s apology different?” 
Thune asked.

“We have made a lot of 
mistakes in running the com-
pany,” Zuckerberg conceded, 
and Facebook must work 
harder at ensuring the tools it 
creates are used in “good and 
healthy” ways.The controversy 
has brought a fl ood of bad 

publicity and sent the compa-
ny’s stock value plunging, but 
Zuckerberg seemed to achieve 
a measure of success in coun-
tering that: Facebook shares 
surged 4.5 percent for the day, 
the biggest gain in two years.In 
all, he skated largely unharmed 
through his fi rst day of congres-
sional testimony. He’ll face 
House questioners Wednesday.
The 33-year-old founder of 
the world’s best-known social 
media giant appeared in a suit 
and tie, a departure from the 
T-shirt he’s famous for wearing 
in public as well as in private. 
Even so, his youth cast a sharp 
contrast with his often-elderly, 
gray-haired Senate inquisitors. 
And the enormous complexity 
of the social network he created 
at times defeated the attempts 
of legislators to hammer him on 
Facebook’s specifi c failures and 
how to fi x them.

The stakes are high for both 
Zuckerberg and his company. 
Facebook has been reeling 
from its worst-ever privacy 
failure following revelations 
last month that the political 
data-mining fi rm Cambridge 
Analytica, which was affi liated 
with Trump’s 2016 campaign, 
improperly scooped up data on 
some 87 million users. Zuck-
erberg has been on an apology 
tour for most of the past two 
weeks, culminating in his con-

CALL into origin energy gas showroom at tafuna industrial park 699-9740

Origin
Energy

Talk to us for the 
right gas advice
Our specialist

gas technicians provide 
safe, reliable installation

Did you know?
When you buy  

Origin gray tanks,
You save money….
and get more gas.

OUTDOOR/INDOOR COOKINGS, FAMILY FAALAVELAVE, LARGE GATHERINGS

Flag Day 
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SPECIALS!
OUTDOOR/INDOOR COOKINGS, FAMILY FAALAVELAVE, LARGE GATHERINGS

SPECIALS!
Energy

SPECIALS!
Energy
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AMERICAN SAMOA
Happy Flag Day

AMERICAN SAMOAAMERICAN SAMOA
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AMERICAN SAMOA
APRIL 11th until 

30th, 2018
SPEND YOUR TAX REFUND

AT ORIGIN ENERGY- LPGAS EXPERTS

w/ reg & hose set
Was $78  

NOW $70

Auto and 
 Manual Ignition

Was $101  
NOW $90.90

Auto and 
 Manual Ignition

Was $44 

NOW $39.60

LPG 2 BURNER GAS COOKER

2 BURNER GAS COOKER  2 BURNER GAS COOKER

LPG SINGLE HI PRESSURE WOK

2 BURNER GAS COOKER
incl. reg & hose set

Was $94  
NOW $86.40

AMERICAN SAMOAAMERICAN SAMOAAMERICAN SAMOAAMERICAN SAMOA
Happy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag DayHappy Flag Day

AMERICAN SAMOA
Happy Flag Day

AMERICAN SAMOAAMERICAN SAMOA
Happy Flag Day

AMERICAN SAMOA

Hardly ‘friends’: Zuckerberg 
fends off senators on privacy

An Equal Opportunity Employer

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position Title
Position Type

Report to:

Job Opening

RESIDENTIAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

Career Service
One (1)
Sales Manager

Posting Date

Deadline

Starting Salary

Status

April16, 2018/ 4 :00 pm
April 10, 2018

Non-Exempt

GS: 6/1 $11,658.00 to 
GS:6/10 $15,889.00

This position is located in the Business Department of the American Samoa Telecommunications Authority (ASTCA).  
Work is generally performed in a standard office environment, but also includes activities that occur in a variety of indoor 
and outdoor settings. Some exposure to varied weather conditions may be required.

Must possess a High School Diploma or GED equivalent from an accredited college or university or 
(2) years of related experience in sales, market, trends, and current campaigns. Attention to details, 
time management, planning and organizing 
• Improve on the sales of products and services and adhere to assigned sales quota and outlined 

guidelines;
• Approach prospective clients and showcase the best products and services offered by the 

organization to them;
• Highlight unique and special features of ASTCA’s products or services to clients, giving them 

reasons the products/services are better than their competitors’;
• Seek appointments with clients to showcase company products and services; and follow up on 

clients who show interest;
• Process sales data for record keeping and accurate balancing of sales account;
• Interact with clients and build a professional network that could yield good sales results in the 

long run, and also bring good recommendations;
• Initiate promotions to give customers incentives and bonuses as a form of appreciation for their 

patronage;
• Take ASTCA’s products and services to the doorstep of clients when necessary to make the 

buying experience easier and convenient for them;
• Give detailed description of products/services to customers, as well as the various ways they can 

be used to obtain maximum satisfaction;
• Provide service information to local people of American Samoa
• All other required responsibilities as requested by higher authority.

Education/
Experience:
Duties &  
Responsibilities

Major Responsibilities:

Minimum Requirements & Qualifications

Tel: (684) 633-9003 Ext. 9093
Fax: (684) 699-9032
Email inquiries: hr@astca.net

Human Resources Division
American Samoa Telecommunications Authority 
(A.S.T.C.A.)
P.O. Box M
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

Qualified 
Applicants 
Apply To:

Qualified applicants: Please submit a completed ASTCA Employment Application with a copy of your resume to ASTCA (address 
listed below) by the deadline listed above. Please attach copies of credentials and transcripts. Candidates selected for hire must pass 
examinations (when applicable), pre-employment clearances & test negative on pre-employment drug test. ASTCA reserves the right to 
waive education and experience requirements as necessary. 

American Samoa  
Telecommunications Authority 

(ASTCA)

(Continued on page 9)
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[l-r] ASG Offi ce of Political Status, Constitutional Review 
and Federal Relations executive director, Tapaau Dr. Daniel Aga; 
Manu’a District Governor Laolagi F.S. Vaeao; and Western Dis-
trict Governor Fuamatu J.V. Fuamatu appeared recently during 
a Senate Rules Committee hearing on a House Joint Resolution 
seeking to increase from two to three, the number of Tualauta 
faipule in the House. 

Tapaau shared with the committee a “paper” on three options 
dealing with reapportionment of the local House of Representa-
tives based on the “One Man One Vote” principle. (See Samoa 
News Apr. 4th edition for details).

“This is not a magic solution [and] there’s no magic formula,” 
Tapaau told the committee, referring to the options, which are also 
guidelines that could assist the committee and the Fono on the 
House measure and perhaps future legislation seeking to increase 
faipule for other House districts. 

The guidelines were requested by the Committee during a 
January hearing during which Sen. Magalei Logovi’i was one of 
those who sought such information to help senators in making a 
decision. 

Magalei said senators can start reviewing the options provided 
by Tapaau during the recent hearing, as the committee wanted 
to see whether the current number of faipule can be increased or 
reapportioned (remaining the same, but increasing or decreasing 
per population district). 

Magalei, one of the two Tualauta senators, said the “papers” 
presented show that it can be done and it’s also allowed under 
provisions of the American Samoa Constitution. He suggested 
that the committee review the options cited in the papers and not 
rush into a fi nal decision on the House Joint Resolution which, if 
approved by the Fono, will still have to go to the voters.

Laolagi, a former senator, informed the committee that any 
decision on the House measure or reapportionment of House dis-
trict seats rests with the Senate and the Fono.

As district governors and traditional leaders, Laolagi and Fua-
matu requested for the committee to provide their input on the 
House Joint Resolution, which remains pending in the Senate 
committee for further review. 

Sen. Muagututi’a Tauoa believes Tualauta should be granted 
the additional seat the House measure is seeking, saying many 
people reside in that county.  He said this isn’t a diffi cult issue but 
it’s made diffi cult by people’s decisions.

Sen. Alo Fa’auuga argued to maintain the status quo for the 
House while Sen. Misaalefua J. Hudson noted that many residents 
in Tualauta are living on privately owned land, something that was 
acknowledged by Magalei, who pointed out that some senators 
also reside in Tualauta, but they vote in their respective districts.  

If problems occur in Tualauta, he said, it’s the Tualauta law-
makers who are on the front line looking for answers. He used the 
continuous problem with roads in the area as an example.

Magalei said he didn’t request the guidelines from Tapaau 
because he is from Tualauta, but it is to provide some guidance 
for senators to review and discuss further on an issue that will 
continue to come up in the future.  [photo: FS]

FONO MOVING TO CONSIDER REAP-
PORTIONMENT OF HOUSE REPS

FA’AALIGA 
Aiga Sa ASOAU

Ta’oto ia paia o le atunu’u, Pa’ia fa’aleMalo, paia o le Atua ma 
Lana talalelei, aemaise fo’i pa’ia o le Aiga Sa ASOAU.

E fa’amalulu atu i le pa’ia o le tatou aiga potopoto i le tatou 
talanoaga sa fuafuaina i Manu’a i le aso 5 o Me, 2018.  Ona o 
tulaga i le louloua o le tau ma auala femalaga’iga, faapea o le 
to’atele o le tatou aiga o lo’o alaala i Tutuila nei. Ua toe liuliu ai se 
uta ma se tofa i Tama ma Tina o le tatou aiga i Tutuila nei, o le a 
fa’ataunu’uina lenei fonotaga i le Maota o le Tina ia Aoina Asoau 
Levao i Kokoland i Tafuna i le aso 19 o Me, 2018.

Faia ma le ava tele e tatau ai,
Sainia,
Alailefaleula Penieli Tea
Faletoa Manino Alailefaleua
Tamasoaalii Joe Tufa
Aoina Asoau Levao
U’u Gaoa
Maugaoao Alailefaleula
Loloma Gaoa
Ofisa Asoau
To’oto’o Anoa’i
Sa’o Vaga
Tuisali’a Toia Jr.
Li’atama J. Alailefaleula

DEVELOPMENT BANK OF AMERICAN SAMOA
P. O. BOX 9, Pago Pago A. S. 96799
Office: (684) 633-4031 Fax: (684) 633-1163.   
Website: www.dbas.as

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Position: TELLER

RESPONSIBILTIES:
• Receives all cash receipts for loan repayments from customers in the form of check or 

cash. 
• Inputs cash receipts in the system and excel spreadsheet.
• Refers customers’ concerns to appropriate personnel. 
• Accepts miscellaneous payments for deposit(s). 
• Balances cash against the receipts at end of each business day. 
• Maintains a spreadsheet of teller-work for reconciling purposes. 
• Keeps an inventory of checks in vault. 
•	 Monitors	the	inventory	of	deposit	bags	and	reports	for	refill.	
•	 Prepares	cash	audit	reports	for	verification	at	end	of	each	daily	work.	
• Performs the cash count for teller cash in the morning and out the evening with the 

assigned vault/cash safe personnel. 
•	 Files	and	maintain	the	filing	system	for	finance.	
• Performs any other duty assigned by Finance Manager.
QUALIFICATIONS:
Education/experience: High School Diploma or equivalent with twelve (12) months of 

experience.
 Cash handling experience a MUST.
Skills/Abilities:	 	Proficient	typing	and	communication	skills
  Excel knowledge
  Excellent interpersonal and public relations skills
  Professional appearance, dress, and attitude
  Good mathematics skills 
  Ability to operate computer and adding machine, typewriter, copy 

machine
  money counting machines and telephone
  Fluent in both Samoan and English
Please	submit	a	DBAS	application	(www.dbas.as)	with	your	resume	to	our	Development	Bank	Office	
Building	located	on	the	2nd	floor	in	Pago	Pago.		Deadline:  Friday, April 20, 2018. 

Development Bank of American Samoa is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer
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Compiled by Samoa News staff
SAMOA GOVT. DEFENDS 

SPORTS FUNDING 
The Minister of Educa-

tion, Sports and Culture, Loau 
Keneti Sio, has defended the 
Government against claims that 
funding of sports is unfair. 

Speaking to the Samoa 
Observer yesterday, the Min-
ister dismissed claims the Gov-
ernment is not investing enough 
money on the development of 
sports like weightlifting that 
consistently produces results for 
Samoa. 

 “I am puzzled as to why 
members of the public are com-
plaining that the Government is 
investing more money in rugby 
than any other sport, when in 
actuality Samoa Rugby Union 
is self-funded,” he said.  

“This is exactly what we are 
doing at the moment. The Gov-
ernment invested $233,000 on 

the teams attending the Com-
monwealth Games. 

“The eight members of the 
weightlifting team including 
the managers get a fair share of 
those funds.” 

The Minister did not have 
the exact fi gures about how 
much goes to what sports 
organization.

But he dismissed criticisms 
that the Government spends too 
much money on rugby when 
their recent international results 
have been dismal. 

“You see, we invest in the 
development of all sports, 
weightlifting, volleyball, Eng-
lish cricket, tennis, basketball, 
rugby, squash, boxing etc.,” he 
said.  

As of yesterday afternoon, 
Samoa had won two gold 
medals at the Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast, Australia. 

Loau couldn’t be any 

prouder of the achievements by 
the weightlifting team.  

(source: Samoa Observer)
VANUATU FOREIGN MIN-

ISTER DENIES CHINA 
MILITARY CLAIM

Vanuatu’s foreign minister 
has denied Australian media 
reports that his country is con-
sidering hosting a Chinese mili-
tary base.

Ralph Regenvanu’s com-
ment follows reports in Fairfax 
media citing “preliminary dis-
cussions” between Vanuatu and 
China about a “military build-
up” in the Pacifi c country.

The claim has grown in rela-
tion to a recent Chinese-funded 
expansion of the wharf facility 
on Vanuatu’s biggest island of 
Espiritu Santo being seen as a 
potential base.

Regenvanu told ABC the 
reports were false, and no one in 
the government had ever talked 

about a Chinese base of any sort 
in Vanuatu.

According to him, Vanuatu 
is a non-aligned country and is 
not interested in militarization 
or hosting any sort of military 
base.

Reganvanu, who has just 
attended the Non-Aligned 
Movement Summit in Baku, 
said he was not very happy 
about the standard of reporting 
in the Australia media.

(source: RNZI)
SAMOA’S ‘GOLDEN GIRL’ 
A CHAMP IN MORE WAYS 

THAN ONE
Samoa’s new golden girl, 

Feagaiga Stowers, is not just a 
Commonwealth Games Cham-
pion. She is an overcomer and 
a conqueror of unimaginable 
odds. 

But that wasn’t always the 
case. 

Several years ago, Stowers’ 
young life hit a snag. The victim 
of abuse, she was among the 
survivors of sexual violence 
who sought refuge and given 
a second chance at life by the 
Samoa Victim Support Group 
(S.V.S.G.).  

She entered the Campus of 
Hope “shy and hopeless.”  

Well that girl was not the one 
the world saw at Carrara Sports 
and Leisure Centre at the Gold 
Coast on Monday night.  

When she stepped up to the 
competition platform in front 
of thousands at the stadium and 
millions watching from around 
the world, the 17-year-old was 
smiling and confi dent, nailing 
the performance of a lifetime. 

Stowers was up against the 
heavy favorite, New Zealand 
transgender athlete Laurel Hub-
bard. But the blessings were on 
her side. 

When Hubbard bowed out 
with an injury, the victory was 
for Stowers to take. 

She went on to manage 
140kg in the clean and jerk, 
giving her a total of 253kg. 

And the rest is history. 
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Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

An emotional Feagaiga Stowers at Monday’s medal ceremony.
  [photo: Stu�  NZ]

(Continued on page 10)
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According to the Customs 
agent on duty, when he insisted 
that the box remain with him, 
Tigilau asked to speak to him 
outside. The Customs agent 
then gave instructions to another 
Customs agent on duty to keep 
an eye on the box while he steps 
outside to speak to Tigilau.

According to the Customs 
agent, once outside, Tigilau 
allegedly begged him by 
saying, “Faamolemole, Alofa 
Mai” (Please show me some 
love), “Faamolemole, ku’u mai 
se avagoa” (Please give me a 
chance).

The Customs agent told 
Tigilau that he’s sorry, but he 
has to do his job. He then told 
Tigilau that he could leave 
because the box was addressed 
to Tavai, to which Tigilau alleg-
edly responded that the box 
belonged to him, and he loves 
Tavai because they are related.

When the Customs agent 
walked back into the Post 
Offi ce, he noticed that Tigilau 
was missing, along with the box 
that was on the inspection table. 
He said only Tavai was standing 
outside the door.

The Customs agent, along 
with a co-worker, ran out to the 
parking lot to look for Tigilau 
and the package. The court affi -
davit says Tigilau was in his 
vehicle when the Customs agent 
came looking for him. The Cus-
toms agent claims he asked Tig-
ilau what he was trying to do 
and Tigilau again begged him 
to “show me some love.”

The Customs agent opened 
the back door of Tigilau’s truck 
and removed the box from the 
vehicle while Tigilau was alleg-
edly trying to drive off. The 
Customs agent told Tigilau to 
stop the truck and come back 
inside. At this time, Tavai had 
hopped in the truck.

The Customs agent advised 
both men to stop what they were 
doing, don’t make things worse.

Tavai stepped out of the 
truck fi rst, and returned to the 
Post Offi ce.

When questioned by police, 
Tavai said Tigilau approached 
him two weeks ago at his Vailoa 
residence to ask if he could use 
his post offi ce box to receive a 
parcel, although the contents 
of the package were never 
disclosed.

Tavai said they went to the 
Post Offi ce that day, whereby 
he picked up the yellow card 
and proceeded to pick up the 

parcel. When the Customs 
offi cer found what appeared to 
be drugs in the box, Tavai said 
he turned to Tigilau and “asked 
him to say something about the 
box.”

According to the court affi -
davit, Tigilau tried to talk the 
Customs agent into letting 
him go, saying he “won’t do it 
again.” When told that he could 
leave because the box was under 
Tavai’s name, Tigilau allegedly 
told the Customs agents that he 
couldn’t leave Tavai because 
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that the Syrian government, 
Russia and Iran blamed on 
Israel.

Seven Iranians were among 
the estimated 14 people killed 
in the missile strike, and a 
senior Iranian offi cial visiting 
Damascus said the attack “will 
not remain unanswered.” Ali 
Akbar Velayati, an aide to Iran’s 

supreme leader, spoke upon 
arrival in the Syrian capital on 
Tuesday.The Syrian air base 
was struck by missiles a little 
more than 24 hours after the 
alleged chemical attack. Israel 
does not typically comment on 
its operations in Syria, and it 
is unclear whether the missile 
attack was linked to the alleged 
use of chemical weapons.

Iran is one of Assad’s stron-
gest backers and has sent thou-
sands of troops and allied mili-
tiamen to support his forces.

Syrian government forces 
were on high alert and taking 
precautionary measures 
Tuesday at military positions 
across the country amid fears of 
a U.S. strike in the aftermath of 
the attack near Damascus.

At the United Nations, 
meanwhile, Russia vetoed a 
U.S.-drafted U.N. resolution 
that would have condemned 
the suspected gas attack and 
established a new body to deter-
mine responsibility for Syrian 
chemical weapons attacks. The 
vote Tuesday in the 15-member 
Security Council was 12 in 
favor, with Bolivia joining 
Russia in voting “no,” and 

FILE - Th is Sunday, April. 8, 2018 fi le image made from video 
released by the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets, shows med-
ical workers treating toddlers following an alleged poison gas 
attack in the opposition-held town of Douma, in eastern Ghouta, 
near Damascus, Syria. Chemical weapons have killed hundreds 
of people since the start of Syria’s confl ict, with the U.N. blaming 
four attacks on the Syrian government and a fourth on the Islamic 
State group. A suspected chemical weapons attack occurred over 
the weekend in the besieged rebel-held town of Douma that 
was subjected to a resumed government off ensive for three days 
starting Saturday. 

 (Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets via AP, File)

➧ Chemical…
Continued from page 2

(Continued on page 10)

With the milk shortage currently happening on island (see 
story in Tuesday, Apr. 10th, issue) GHC Reid Co. Ltd., agent for 
Pauls milk messaged Samoa News yesterday that their shipment 
of Pauls milk has arrived, and will be available in the market by 
Th ursday, this week.  [Courtesy photo]

➧ Customs…
Continued from page 1

(Continued on page 8)
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celled when the director did not 
show up, which made some of 
the representatives angry.

Vesi, who raised the issue 
during the House session last 
Friday told the committee this 
week that they should not take 
this issue lightly because this is 
not the first time this problem 
has happened at the airport.

“Over 300 passengers were 
on the flight the night this 
problem happened,” Vesi said, 
raising his voice.

“What can we say if some-
thing happened to the plane? 
Who is going to be blamed? 
Can our government do some-
thing to bring back the lives of 
all these people who were on 
the plane that night? I don’t 
think so, and that’s why I want 
the director to be present to tell 
us why these problems at the 
airport continue to happen.”

It was in the middle of the 
committee’s discussion when 

the House Secretary walked 
in to the House chamber 
and informed the committee 
chairman, Rep. Kitara Vaiau 
they just received information 
from the governor’s office that 
the director is off island while 
her deputy director is at the 
Cabinet meeting. After Kitara 
informed the committee about 
the situation, Rep. Gafatasi Afa-
lava immediately said, it seems 
that the issue about directors 
not honoring the call from the 
Fono to be present during com-
mittee hearings is continuing to 
happen.Vesi agreed, saying the 
only way to stop this problem 
from happening again is to 
exercise the subpoena power of 
the Fono, and order the director 
to appear before the committee.

Vice Speaker Rep. Fetu 
Fetui Jr. seconded Vesi’s state-
ment, saying nothing can stop 
the Fono from exercising its 
authority under the Constitu-
tion; however, the committee 
must also consider the request 
from Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
a few weeks ago — that direc-
tors who are being requested 

to appear are the ones with key 
roles in the government’s part-
nership with FEMA.

“Again as I mentioned 
before, we have to take into 
consideration the pleas from 
the Executive Branch that all 
of the cabinet members have 
a busy schedule, helping our 
people with FEMA assessments 
and other events that benefit our 
people. I don’t see any problem 
having deputy directors appear 
because they are the ones 
working together with the direc-
tors in making decisions for 
their departments,” Fetu said.

Vesi told Samoa News 
after the cancelled hearing 
that according to the report he 
received, the airport runway 
lights did not work last Thursday 
night when the Hawaiian Air-
lines plane tried to remotely 
turn them on about ten miles 
out. The hearing has not been 
re-scheduled for a later date 
as the Fono is due to officially 
end the third regular session of 
the 35th legislature, today — 
Wednesday. They convene in 
July for the 4th regular session 
and it is unknown if a hearing 
will be called again on the issue.

NOTICE FOR SEPARATION AGREEMENT
TO Members of the SO’I Family and to all whom these present may come!
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that LIPETI TOMA, MARIA TOMA & SALT S. TOMA of ONENOA 

has offered for recording in this office an instrument in writing which seeks to separate a certain 
structure which is or to be erected, on land ITUVAI allegedly belonging to SO’I  FAMILY of the village 
of ONENOA.   Said land ITUVAI  is situated in or near the village of ONENOA  in the County of VAI-
FANUA, Island of TUTUILA, American Samoa.   

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any interested person may object to the recording of such instru-
ment by filing in the Territorial Registar’s Office in Fagatogo, a written objection to the recording of said 
instrument.  Any objections thereto must be filed with in 30 days from the date of posting of this notice.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that if no such objections are filed within the said 30 day period, the 
instrument will be recorded and shall be valid and binding on all persons.  The said instrument may be 
examined at any time at the Territorial Registrar’s Office.

POSTED: APRIL 4, 2018 thru MAY 4, 2018
SIGNED:     Taito S.B. White, Territorial   Registrar

FA’AALIGA O LE FEAGAIGA MO SE TU’U’ESEINA 
 I tagata o le aiga sa SO’I, ma i latou uma e silasila ma lauiloaina lenei fa’aaliga!
O le fa’aaliga lenei ona o LIPETI TOMA, MARIA TOMA & SALT S. TOMA o le nu’u o ONENOA 

ua ia fa’aulufaleina mai i lenei ofisa se feagaiga tusitusi e fa’ailoa ai se mana’oga fia tu’u’eseina o se fale 
ua/po o le a, fa’atuina i luga o le fanua o ITUVAI  e fa’asino i le aiga sa SO’I, o le nu’u o ONENOA.  O 
lenei fanua e totonu pe latalata ane i le nu’u o ONENOA, itumalo o VAIFANUA, ile motu o TUTUILA, 
Amerika Samoa.

O le fa’aaliga fo’i e fa’apea, so o se tasi e iai sona aia i lenei mata’upu e mafai ona fa’atu’i’iese ile 
fa’amauina o lenei feagaiga pe a auina mai i le ofisa ole Resitara o le Teritori of Amerika Samoa i 
Fagatogo, sana fa’atu’ese tusitusia.  O fa’atu’iesega uma lava e ao ona fa’aulufaleina mai i totonu o aso e 30 
faitauina mai i le aso na faíaalia ai lenei fa’aaliga.

Afai ole a leai se fa’atu’i’esega e fa’aulufaleina i totonu o aso 30 e pei ona ta’ua i luga, o le a fa’amauina 
loa lenei feagaiga e taualoaina ma ‘a’afia ai tagata uma.                           04/11 & 04/25/18

NOTICE FOR SEPARATION AGREEMENT
TO Members of the GAOTEOTE Family and to all whom these present may come!
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that SOFIA MASANIAI of VATIA has offered for recording in this 

office an instrument in writing which seeks to separate a certain structure which is or to be erected, on 
land LALOAOA allegedly belonging to GAOTEOTE  FAMILY of the village of VATIA.   Said land LA-
LOAOA is situated in or near the village of VATIA  in the County of VAIFANUA, Island of TUTUILA, 
American Samoa.   

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any interested person may object to the recording of such instru-
ment by filing in the Territorial Registar’s Office in Fagatogo, a written objection to the recording of said 
instrument.  Any objections thereto must be filed with in 30 days from the date of posting of this notice.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that if no such objections are filed within the said 30 day period, the 
instrument will be recorded and shall be valid and binding on all persons.  The said instrument may be 
examined at any time at the Territorial Registrar’s Office.

POSTED: APRIL 3, 2018 thru MAY 3, 2018
SIGNED:     Taito S.B. White, Territorial   Registrar

FA’AALIGA O LE FEAGAIGA MO SE TU’U’ESEINA 
 I tagata o le aiga sa GAOTEOTE, ma i latou uma e silasila ma lauiloaina lenei fa’aaliga!
O le fa’aaliga lenei ona o SOFIA MASANIAI o le nu’u o VATIA  ua ia fa’aulufaleina mai i lenei ofisa se 

feagaiga tusitusi e fa’ailoa ai se mana’oga fia tu’u’eseina o se fale ua/po o le a, fa’atuina i luga o le fanua o 
LALOAOA e fa’asino i le aiga sa GAOTEOTE, o le nu’u o VATIA.  O lenei fanua e totonu pe latalata ane i 
le nu’u o VATIA , itumalo o VAIFANUA, ile motu o TUTUILA, Amerika Samoa.

O le fa’aaliga fo’i e fa’apea, so o se tasi e iai sona aia i lenei mata’upu e mafai ona fa’atu’i’iese ile 
fa’amauina o lenei feagaiga pe a auina mai i le ofisa ole Resitara o le Teritori of Amerika Samoa i 
Fagatogo, sana fa’atu’ese tusitusia.  O fa’atu’iesega uma lava e ao ona fa’aulufaleina mai i totonu o aso e 30 
faitauina mai i le aso na faíaalia ai lenei fa’aaliga.

Afai ole a leai se fa’atu’i’esega e fa’aulufaleina i totonu o aso 30 e pei ona ta’ua i luga, o le a fa’amauina 
loa lenei feagaiga e taualoaina ma ‘a’afia ai tagata uma.                           04/11 & 04/25/18

➧ House…
Continued from page 1

the box was his and he was 
using Tavai’s box number.

When police conducted a 
search of Tigilau’s vehicle, they 
allegedly found a black pouch 
that Tigilau denied knowing 
anything about. Cops opened 

the pouch and allegedly found a 
clear glass pipe containing what 
appeared to be a white crystal-
line substance and “Zigzag” 
rolling papers, which Tigilau 
said belonged to his cousin.

The white substance tested 
positive for meth.

Tavai told police police he 
saw a glass pipe containing a 
white substance inside Tigilau’s 

truck when they were heading 
to the Post Office that day.

Tigilau was booked later that 
same day and transported to the 
TCF to await his day in court. 
He remains in custody, unable 
to post a $30,000 surety bond.

Tavai was released, pending 
further investigation.

➧ Customs…
Continued from page 7
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spokesman for the California 
National Guard.

In Texas, where Republican 
Gov. Greg Abbott has pledged 
to put more than 1,000 Guard 
members into action, military 
offi cials said Tuesday that 300 
troops would report to armories 
this week for preparation and 
training. Texas has previously 
kept about 100 Guard members 
stationed on the border for years 
as part of its own border secu-
rity efforts.

“What is different now it is 
happening in a different context 
and a different narrative,” said 
Fernando Garcia, director of 
the Border Network for Human 
Rights, an immigrant advocacy 
group.

Speaking from the Rio 
Grande Valley where immigrant 
crossings are the highest along 
the 2,000-mile (3,200-kilo-
meter) U.S.-Mexico border, 
Garcia said, “When you hear 
the narrative of the president, it 
seems to him the enemy is the 
immigrant family.”

Abbott said in a statement 
Tuesday that the Guard has 
“proven to have a meaningful 
impact” in reducing immigra-
tion and crime.

In the Texas border town of 
Roma, about a half-dozen uni-
formed Guard members were 
seen Tuesday near an inter-
national bridge along the Rio 
Grande. Children played just 
across the river in Mexico, 
and it wasn’t clear whether the 
Guard members were new or 
part of Texas’ earlier observe-
and-report missions.

One Guard member was 
armed with an M4 rifl e and used 
binoculars to peer across the 
river. Pickup trucks with Guard 
members inside circled the town 
square along with border patrol 
vehicles. Mexican children who 
had attended school on the U.S. 
side of the border showed their 
passports and paid a toll to cross 
a bridge over the river and walk 
home to the Mexican commu-
nity of Ciudad Miguel Aleman.

Trump said last week he 
wants to send 2,000 to 4,000 
National Guard members to the 

border, issuing a proclamation 
citing “the lawlessness that con-
tinues at our southern border.”

Trump administration offi -
cials have said that rising num-
bers of people being caught at 
the southern border, while in 
line with seasonal trends in 
recent years, require an imme-
diate response.

Monthly border arrests sur-
passed 50,000 in March for 
the fi rst time since December 
2016. The Border Patrol, which 
polices between but not at 
offi cial crossings, made more 
than 37,000 of those arrests, 
including more than 14,000 
in Texas’ Rio Grande Valley, 
nearly 6,000 in its Tucson, 
Arizona, sector and more than 
4,000 in San Diego.

Inspectors at offi cial cross-
ings made nearly 13,000 arrests 
in March, led by the Laredo, 
Texas, fi eld offi ce with more 
than 4,800 and the San Diego 
fi eld offi ce with about 3,800.

Apprehensions are still well 
below their historical trends 
during the terms of former 
Presidents George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama, both of whom 
also deployed the Guard to the 
border.

Some Guard members will 
be armed if they are placed in 
potential danger, Abbott said, 
adding he wanted to downplay 
speculation that “our National 
Guard is showing up with mili-
tary bayonets trying to take on 
anybody that’s coming across 
the border, because that is not 
their role.”There is no end date 
for the deployment, Abbott 
said: “We may be in this for the 
long haul.”Trump has said he 
wants to use the military at the 
border until progress is made on 
his proposed border wall, which 
has mostly stalled in Congress. 
Defense Secretary James Mattis 
last Friday approved paying 
for up to 4,000 National Guard 
personnel from the Pentagon 
budget through the end of 
September.

Mexico’s foreign relations 
secretary said his government is 
evaluating its cooperation with 
the United States.

DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE
Project Notification & Review System

Legal Notice
PNRS SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

April 18, 2018
Notice is hereby given that the Department of Commerce/American Samoa Coastal Management Program has received a 
Land Use Permit Application from the following individuals. 
1. Matamatafua Semaia .................................................................................................................... 18-5195-LVB                    
 Proposal for construction of a Fish Market with utilities - Faleniu
2. ASPA c/o Fa’alagilagi O’brien ....................................................................................................... 18-5157-L         
 Proposal for underground waterline replacement - Vaitogi
3. Tomiko Fialua ................................................................................................................................. 18-5128-L
 Proposal to repair existing structure with utilities - Leone
4. H.Y.M, Inc. c/o Jianqiang Gao ..................................................................................................18-5198-LVB
 Proposal to repair commercial structure (Laundromat) with utilities - Nu’uuli
5. Jianqiang Gao .................................................................................................................................5197--LVB
 Proposal for repair commercial structure (Laundromat) with utilities - Nu’uuli

Persons interested in or affected by a proposed project, are invited to review the project file and provide comments based 
on environmental issues, by contacting Aokusotino Mao at 633-5155, at the Department of Commerce in Utulei during 
regular ASG working hours.  Public comments must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 19, 2017.  
Interested individuals are also invited to attend a Public Hearing at 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 20, 2017 at DOC 
Conference Room, on the 2nd Floor of the Executive Office Building in Utulei.
O lo’o iai i le Ofisa o Fa’afetauaina ni talosaga mo Pemita e Fa’atagaina ai le Fa’aaogaina o Fanua ma Laueleele e tusa ma 
ala o le Tulafono.  A iai se tasi e fa’asea pe fia tusia se molimau i ni afaina o le si’osi’omaga pe a galueaina nei galuega, 
telefoni mai ia Aokusotino Mao i le 633-5155.  E mafai fo’i ona e auai i le fono a le Komiti Fa’afoe ia Tesema 20, 2017, ile 
itula e 9 ile taeao.

gressional appearance Tuesday.
Although shaky at times, 

Zuckerberg seemed to gain con-
fi dence as the day progressed. 
An iconic fi gure as a billionaire 
entrepreneur who changed the 
way people around the world 
relate to each other, he made 
a point of repeatedly refer-
ring back to the Harvard dorm 
room where he said Facebook 
was brought to life.At times, 
he showed plenty of steel. After 
aggressive questioning about 
Facebook’s alleged political 
bias from Sen. Ted Cruz, for 
instance, Zuckerberg was asked 
if he was ready to take a break.

No need. “That was pretty 

good,” he said of the exchange 
with Cruz.For the most part, his 
careful but generally straight-
forward answers, steeped in 
the sometimes arcane details 
of Facebook’s underlying func-
tions, often defl ected aggres-
sive questioning. When the 
going got tough, Zuckerberg 
was able to fall back on: “Our 
team should follow up with you 
on that, Senator.”As a result, he 
found it relatively easy to return 
to familiar talking points: Face-
book made mistakes, he and his 
executives are very sorry, and 
they’re working very hard to 
correct the problems and safe-
guard the users’ data.

As for the federal Russia 
probe that has occupied much 
of Washington’s attention for 
months, he said he had not been 

interviewed by special counsel 
Mueller’s team, but “I know 
we’re working with them.” He 
offered no details, citing a con-
cern about confi dentiality rules 
of the investigation.Earlier this 
year Mueller charged 13 Rus-
sian individuals and three Rus-
sian companies in a plot to inter-
fere in the 2016 presidential 
election through a social media 
propaganda effort that included 
online ad purchases using U.S. 
aliases and politicking on U.S. 
soil. A number of the Russian 
ads were on Facebook.

Much of the effort was aimed 
at denigrating Democrat Hillary 
Clinton and thereby helping 
Republican Trump, or simply 
encouraging divisiveness and 
undercutting faith in the U.S. 
system.

O&O Inc. cAR REnTAL
PO Box 3897, Pago Pago, AS 96799
Located in Nu’uuli (O&O Inc. Wholesale)

Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 
(258-4563) or Tafa Leaupepe 

Office:  699-4484 • Fax:  699-2307
Email:  Rentals@ooeinc.com

2013 FORD F150 
Automatic (Green Truck)

2016 Toyota Corolla 
Automatic (White Car)

TAL Contact Information:  Jiin Jang 

Automatic (Green Truck)Automatic (Green Truck)
$130

Daily Rate

$80
Daily Rate

SPECIAL for weekly rate
1 day FREE for every 7 days rental!

    ‘’WE ARE NOW  
ACCEPTING ORDERS FOR ANY CAR PARTS’’

WITH AFFORDABLE PRICE 

2013 Toyota Sienna 
Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)Automatic (White Mini Van)

$120
Daily Rate

➧ Gradual…
Continued from page 3

National Guard troops guard the border in Roma, Texas, 
on Tuesday, April 10, 2018. Th e deployment of National Guard 
members to the U.S.-Mexico border at President Donald Trump’s 
request was underway Tuesday with a gradual ramp-up of troops 
under orders to help curb the fl ow of illegal immigration. 

 (Verónica G. Cárdenas via AP)

➧ Hardly…
Continued from page 4
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During the medal presenta-
tion, she cried as the “Samoa 
Tula’i” national anthem rang 
out loud and proud inside the 
stadium. Those tears came from 
a deep place — she knows what 
she has been through to get to 
where she is today. 

Yesterday, the President 
of the Samoa Victim Support 
Group, Siliniu Lina Chang, con-
gratulated Stowers. 

“Congratulations and best 
wishes Feagaiga.  We are so 
proud of you,” Siliniu said in a 
statement. 

“When the news of Samoa’s 
Commonwealth Golden Girl 
Feagaiga reached us, we were 
humbled by the extent of her 
determination to rise up, by 
her resilience to see hope in 
her talent, by her successful 
reintegration.” 

(source: Samoa Observer)
SAMOA’S TV3 SOLD TO 
LOCAL COMMERCIAL 

BROADCASTER
One of Samoa’s commer-

cial television services has been 
sold to a local broadcaster for an 

undisclosed amount.
The manager of Apia Broad-

casting limited, Verona Parker, 
said the name of the new owner 
would be announced soon.

However, a reliable source 
said a meeting was held last 
weekend between the staff of 
TV3 and representatives of 
Radio Polynesia Limited who 
bought the television station.

Radio Polynesia is owned by 
Maposua Rudolf Keil, a promi-
nent local businessman.

The owner of Apia Broad-
casting is a former politician 
and another business operator, 
Hans Joachim Keil, also known 
as Joe Keil.

(source: RNZI)
SAMOA PRISON 

ESCAPEE TURNED IN BY 
FAMILY

Samoa prison escapee Uili 
Manuleleua is back behind bars 
after some family members 
handed him back to police.

He had been on the run since 
just before Christmas last year 
when he and four other inmates 
escaped from the high security 

wing of Tafa’igata Prison.
Two were apprehended the 

same day they escaped and a 
third was caught early February.

A routine search by Police 
when he was handed over 
found marijuana leaves in his 
possession.

He has now not only been 
charged with escaping but with 
the new charge of possession.

He will appear 30 April in 
the Supreme Court.

(source: RNZI)
FOUR MEN CHARGED 

WITH MURDER IN SAMOA
Four young men of Lauli’i 

village on the east coast of 
Upolu Island have been charged 
by Samoa Police with murder 
following an investigation into 
the death of a man last week.

According to Police spokes-
person Auapa’au Logoitino 
Filipo, a man had taken a taxi 
from Apia to Lauli’i where he 
allegedly ran off without paying 
his fare.

He was caught by some 
young men of the village and 
was put into the taxi boot and 
driven to the police station but 
was dead on arrival.

Auapa’au did not release 
the names of the arrested men 
and the victim is also yet to be 
named.

The four will appear in court 
30 April.

(source: RNZI)

American Samoa Government
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Request for Public Comment on  
Special Education Funding Application

The American Samoa Department of Education (ASDOE) Special Education Division (SPED) has for public review its application for 
funding under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) with 
the US Department of Education. 
These funds are used to provide special education services to all school age children, ages 3 - 21 years, in the territory of American 
Samoa who have a disability that adversely affects their classroom achievements. As a condition for granting the funds, each State or 
Territory proposing the application must submit the application for public review and comment. The public must be afforded reasonable 
opportunities for comment 30 days prior to the submission of the application on May 14, 2018. The public hearing is scheduled 
for April 12, 2018 at the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Conference Room in Utulei at 2:00pm. The Department of 
Education must review and give due consideration to all comments and suggestions prior to the submission of the 
application for funding.
Copies of the application are available at the Special Education Office located in Faga’alu. All persons interested in the application 
are encouraged to pick up a copy between the hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm. Written comments will also be taken during these 
hours. Comments and suggestions may also be made via email to Faauifono Vaitautolu at faauitolu@yahoo.com or Dr. Teresa Le’iato 
Atuatasi at atuajjj_1999@yahoo.com or may be sent surface mail to Dr. Teresa Lei’ato Atuatasi, Assistant Director Special Education 
Division, PO Box ASDOE-SPED, Pago Pago, AS 96799.

Talosagaina Finagalo Lautele mo le Tusi Talosaga mo  
Alagatupe Fuafuaina o le Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa

Ua tu’uina mai e le Matagaluega o A’oga Amerika Samoa (ASDOE) Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa (SPED) se avanoa e fa’alia ai finagalo 
fa’alaua’itele a le mamalu o le atunu’u mo le alagatupe talosaga i lalo o le Maga B Tulafono mo Tagata o iai Manaoga Fa’apitoa 
(IDEA) ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa (OSEP) o le Matagaluega o A’oga a le Malo Tele o Amerika (USDOE).
O ia alagatupe ua fuafuaina e fa’atino ai a’oa’oga fa’apitoa tu’uina atu mo tamaiti a’oga uma, e amata mai i le 3 - 21 tausaga, i totonu 
o le Teritori o Amerika Samoa o lo’o iai manaoga fa’apitoa ua fa’afaigata ai taumafaiga taua’oa’oga i totonu o potu a’oga. O se tasi 
aiaiga mo le taliaina o le talosaga, e tatau i Setete ma Teritori uma o lo’o talosagaina ia alagatupe ona fa’asalalau a latou tusi talosaga 
mo se finagalo fa’aalia o tagata lautele. E tatau ona lava se avanoa e silasila lelei ai le atunu’u mo le silafia ma tu’uina mai so latou 
finagalo fa’aalia e tusa e 30 aso ae le’i tu’uina atu le tusi talosaga ia Me 14, 2018. O le a faia se fono fa’alaua’itele ia Aperila 12, 2018 
i le potu fonotaga i le Ofisa ASDOE Early Childhood Education i Utulei i le itula e 2:00pm. O le a iloiloina e le Matagaluega a A’oga 
Amerika Samoa finagalo ma manatu fa’aalia a le lautele ma tu’uina atu ni fautuaga ae le’i o’o i le aso fa’atapula’aina o tusi talosaga. 
O lo’o maua kopi o lenei tusi talosaga i le Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa i Faga’alu. Mo i latou e mana’omia se kopi o le tusi talosaga, 
e avanoa le ofisa mai le itula 8:00am i le 4:00pm. O manatu fa’aalia e tauala mai i tusitusiga e mafai ona tu’uina mai i taimi ua 
fa’atulagaina. A iai nisi manatu ma fautuaga, e mafai ona imeli mai ia Fa’auifono Vaitautolu faauitolu@yahoo.com po’o Teresa Le’iato 
Atuatasi atuajjj_1999@yahoo.com pe tusi mai ia Teresa Le’iato Atuatasi, SPED Assistant Director, PO Box ASDOE-SPED, Pago 

REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS
We are soliciting quotations from interested suppliers for 
the materials and services listed below for our East Side 
Villages Package 5 Phase 1 project.

Screened Sand for bedding
Screened Cinders for bedding
Crushed Aggregate Basecourse
Asphalt Hot Mix
Redimix Concrete
Materials are all based on a delivered to site 
(Leloaloa to Aua area)
Rock Wall Construction
10 Wheel Dump Truck Hire

Materials specifications and quantities are available to 
interested bidders by either visiting our Tafuna Office or by 
email to GeoffL@fcc.co.nz
The Manager
PO Box 4179
Pago Pago, American Samoa  96799

➧ Pacifi c…
Continued from page 6

China abstaining.
Chemical weapons attacks 

have killed hundreds of people 
since the start of Syria’s con-
fl ict, with the U.N. blaming four 
attacks on the Syrian govern-
ment and a fi fth on the Islamic 
State group.

The OPCW, in its statement, 
said its technical Secretariat has 
asked the Syrian government 
to make the necessary arrange-
ments for the deployment of a 
fact-fi nding mission. The group 
is the implementing body for the 
Chemical Weapons Convention 
of 1997, which has been signed 
by 192 member states.

Syria became a member in 
2013 as part of a deal brokered 
by the U.S. and Russia after 
a chemical attack in eastern 
Ghouta killed hundreds of 
people. That attack was widely 
blamed on government forces, 
who denied responsibility.

Syrian opposition activists 
and paramedics said more than 
40 people were killed in last 
weekend’s suspected chemical 
attack and blamed the gov-
ernment. The Syrian govern-
ment and its Russian backers 
strongly deny the allegations, 
and questioned whether a 
chemical weapons attack even 
took place.

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said Tuesday 
he was outraged by the reported 
attack, and that the use of 
chemical weapons would be a 
violation of international law. 
He also reaffi rmed his support 
for an OPCW investigation.

➧ Chemical…
Continued from page 7
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-040-2018

Issuance Date: April 10, 2018                                   Closing Date:  April 27, 2018
   No later than 2:00p.m. (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are invited from qualified firms to provide the “Department of Education-

Integrated Data Services (IDS) Building Renovations” located in the village of Tafuna, 
Territory of American Samoa.

2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799 until 2:00 p.m. (local time), Friday, April 27, 2018 at which 
time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. PRE-BID CONFERENCE
 A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. at 

the Office of Procurement Conference Room locatd at the Moso’oi Business Center.  Bids will 
not be accepted from bidders who are not present at the Pre-Bid Conference.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
5. Electronic copies of contract documents, including Plans and Specifications may be examined 

or obtained at the Office of Procurement free of charge.
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid.
7. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding as may 

be in the best interest of the American Samoa Government.

American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-042-2018

Issuance Date: April 2, 2018                                   Closing Date:  April 30, 2018
   No later than 2:00p.m. (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed ids are invited from qualified firms to provide the “Pago Pago International Airport 

Apron Rehabilitation Phase 3-Construction Stages 2 to 6” located in the village of Tafuna, 
Territory of American Samoa.

2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799 until 2:00 p.m. (local time), Monday, April 30, 2018 at which 
time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. PRE-BID CONFERENCE
 A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on Monday, April 16, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. at the 

Office of Procurement Conference Room.  Bids will not be accepted from bidders who are not 
present at the Pre-Bid Conference.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
5. Electronic copies of contract documents, including Plans and Specifications may be examined 

or obtained at the Office of Procurement free of charge.
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid.
7. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding as may 

be in the best interest of the American Samoa Government.

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 
— A top Republican lawmaker 
said Tuesday that the Oklahoma 
Legislature has no plans to bow 
to striking teachers’ demand 
to eliminate a capital gains tax 
break as a way to end a walkout 
now in its second week.

Rep. John Pfeiffer, a House 
majority floor leader, also said 
lawmakers are unlikely to con-
sider any other major revenue 
bills this session. Gov. Mary 
Fallin also defied striking 
teachers on Tuesday, signing a 
bill to repeal a tax on hotel stays 
that teachers had called on her 
to veto. Fallin encouraged law-
makers to turn their attention to 
other issues.

The actions of the governor 
and Legislature appeared to 
indicate that the confrontation 
has reached a stalemate. The 
state’s largest teachers union 
has called for the walkout to 
continue until the Legislature 
comes up with more money 
for schools. Several districts 
have announced plans to close 
Wednesday for an eighth con-
secutive day.

Teachers descended on the 
Capitol again Tuesday, but the 
crowds were notably smaller. 
The House and Senate this 
week returned to more routine 
work, holding committee meet-
ings and considering bills unre-
lated to revenue or education.

The Republican-led Legisla-
ture has approved tax increases 
on cigarettes, motor fuel and 
oil and gas production to gen-
erate about $450 million, with 
the bulk going to teacher raises. 
Pfeiffer said many House 
Republicans agreed to vote for 
the package only if the capital 
gains tax deduction remained.

“As far as this year, we’ve 
accomplished a whole lot, and 
I just don’t know how much 
more we can get done this ses-
sion,” said Pfeiffer.

The Legislature approved 
$2.9 billion for public schools, 
an increase of nearly 20 per-
cent over last year’s spending. 

Much of the new money was 
earmarked for teacher raises of 
about $6,100 on average. But 
teachers say the increase it not 
enough after a decade without 
raises.

Oklahoma is one of eight 
states that has some sort of pre-
ferred tax treatment of capital 
gains, among them Oklahoma 
neighbor Arkansas, according 
to Scott Drenkard of the Wash-
ington-based Tax Foundation, 
a nonpartisan think tank that 
promotes simple and trans-
parent tax policies. Most states 
tax capital gains at the general 
income tax rate, he said.

Approved by Oklahoma 
voters in 2004, the capital gains 
deduction has become a target 
for teachers in large part because 
it benefits relatively few Okla-
homans and would generate 
about $120 million annually. 
The deduction applies to gains 
from the sale of Oklahoma-
based property, stocks and 
businesses, and was claimed 
on about 18,500 tax returns in 
2014 for a total of $105 million, 
according to the Oklahoma Tax 
Commission.

An analyst hired by a state 
commission looking into Okla-
homa’s variety of tax incentives 
for businesses and industries 
recommended last year that the 
deduction be eliminated.

“The incentive overall 
cannot, with the data available, 
be credibly shown to have sig-
nificant economic impact or a 
positive return on investment 
for the state,” the analyst wrote.

Still, it is strongly supported 
by groups such as chambers of 
commerce, realtors and agricul-
tural producers.

“Eliminating the state cap-
ital gains tax deduction could 
threaten many of our state’s 
family farms and ranches by 
forcing them to pay an addi-
tional tax on the sale of property 
they’ve worked hard for,” said 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Presi-
dent Rodd Moesel.

Oklahoma Republicans refuse 
to bow to teachers’ demands

Demonstrators walk along NE 36th St. in the final leg of a 110 
miles trip from Tulsa to the state Capitol as protests continue over 
school funding, in Oklahoma City, Tuesday, April 10, 2018. 

 (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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When you buy any MAJOR APPLIANCE!!!

NOW THROUGH SATURDAY 4/21

save up to

50$
and get

Energy
Efficient

Whirlpool
Appliances

FREE WARRANTY

Energy

WARRANTY

SPECIAL

When you buy any MAJOR APPLIANCE!!!When you buy any MAJOR APPLIANCE!!!

FREE FREE FREE
delivery installation 1 yr warranty

699-9770 / Mon-Fri 8 to 5, Sat 7:30 to 2:00 / www.neilshomecenter.com / follow us on facebook  699-9770 / Mon-Fri 8 to 5, Sat 7:30 to 2:00 / www.neilshomecenter.com / follow us on facebook  

Get a 
Whirlpool shirt 
with appliance

purchase
select tiles
25%

OFF

SPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIAL


