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Samoa alia and 
crew end up in 
Pago Pago after 
losing their way 

at sea
by Ausage Fausia
Samoa News Reporter

An alia fi shing vessel discovered at the Pago Pago 
dock area behind the TAOA building early Saturday 
morning at about 3 a.m. is now in the custody of DPS 

Marine Patrol Unit. Apparently, the alia with its three-member 
crew aboard drifted away from Samoa on Friday last week — 
after losing their way home

Responding to Samoa News inquiries, Police Commissioner 
Le’i Sonny Thompson confi rmed the report.

“DPS offi cers who responded to the call searched the vessel 
for any contraband or illegal drugs and nothing was found 
inside. The three fi shermen who were aboard the vessel are in 
good health and are staying with a family in Lauli’i to await their 
travel documents before traveling home to Samoa,” Le’i said.

The police commissioner said that the owner of the fi shing 
vessel has been contacted, and he’s expected to arrive on island 
sometime this week to take his boat back to Samoa.

DPS also contacted the Immigration Offi ce in regards to the 
three individuals who were on the vessel, and they are working 
together with the Samoa Consulate General’s Offi ce in preparing 
travel document for the crew.

According to the police report, the crew stated that the vessel 
embarked from Poutasi/ Aleipata village to fi sh on Friday, Feb. 
16, 2018 about 8 a.m.

However, when they prepared to return, they could not see 
any lights or land and realized they were lost. The operator of the 
vessel then let the boat drift on its own because they had little gas 

Group photo of performers with Culture Crew, along with mem-
bers of the Island Block — which provides DJ service and its mem-
bers also sing. Also in the group are individual singers — all from the 
US. And they will hold an open-air concert tomorrow, � ursday, at 
the Suigaula o le Atuvasa at Utulei Beach. 

� e concert, which is free of charge starts at 4p.m. with the goal  
                             to bring songs of love and happiness  
               to the lives of local residents,   
           impacted by Tropical   
             Storm Gita. Among the   
               singers performing   
                tomorrow, are Big Pati  
               Soi, Tenelle Luafalemana,  
      and Guam native, Joey  
      Quenga.

 [photo: Leua Aiono Frost.]

Public schools to 
provide counseling for 

students after Gita
by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

In preparation for the re-opening of public schools that were closed last week following 
damage caused by Tropical Storm Gita, the local Department of Education (ASDOE) has 
established teams to assess the psychological impact that the storm had on students. 

All public schools re-opened yesterday.
Education director Dr. Ruth Matagi-Tofi ga said yesterday, “From what we witnessed [yes-

terday] morning students are happy school is open, teachers and school administrators were out 
greeting their students and welcoming them back to school and this was echoed on all of our school 
campuses.” 

She also revealed that ASDOE, in preparation for the re-opening of schools, has established a 
DOE Recovery Team comprising Western, Central and Eastern teams “will be assessing the psy-
chological impact of the Storm Gita on our students.” 

“These teams are headed by Assistant Directors of our divisions,” said Matagi-Tofi ga, responding 

� is photo taken yesterday and provided by the local Department of Education shows students 
at Peter Coleman Elementary School in Pago Pago lining up outside of a school building before the 
start of school yesterday. All public schools re-opened yesterday.  [photo: ASDOE]

(Continued on page 7)
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by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

With American Samoa under a State of Emergency 
due to the devastation left behind by Tropical Storm 
Gita on Feb. 9 as well as to save on fi nancial resources, 
Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga will not attend the annual 
meeting of the federal Interagency Group on Insular 
Areas (IGIA) in Washington D.C.

The 2018 IGIA senior plenary session is set for the 
afternoon of next Monday, Feb. 26, according to the 
agenda of the meeting, which shows that governors and 
US Congressional delegates from the insular areas will 
make their individual presentations. Lolo along with 
Congresswoman Aumua Amata are on the list to give 
presentations.

The governor’s executive assistant, Iulogologo 
Joseph Pereira said Lolo is not attending the meeting, 
but will be sending an offi cial statement. “The Gov-
ernor has decided not to attend the meeting to save 
money. And the disaster cemented the Governor’s 
decision to remain on island,” Iulogologo said Monday 
this week responding to Samoa News inquires. 

The government is faced with fi nancial challenges 
at the start of current fi scal year 2018, with fi rst quarter 
— Oct. 30-Dec. 31, 2017 — analysis by the Gover-
nor’s staff showing that ASG revenue collection was 
$2 million less than the quarterly forecast, while the 
government underspent its fi rst quarter budget alloca-

tion by $5 million.
At last month’s cabinet meeting, the governor con-

tinued to urge directors to contain spending and curtail 
purchases as well as off island travel.

Gita’s devastation to infrastructure could not come 
at the worse time when ASG is facing its own fi nancial 
woes. Political observers noted that the government 
— including semi autonomous agencies — will have 
to plan ahead for local funds to supplement federal 
funding spent on infrastructure improvements.

As in past disasters where the federal government 
provided fi nancial help, American Samoa pays 25% 
while the US pays 75% of the total cost, according to 
ASG offi cials, who noted that also in past disasters, 
there were projects in which American Samoa sought 
and received a waiver, paying only 10% — which is 
still a lot of money for the local government to fork out. 

Additionally, there were also past disaster projects 
where the feds provided 100% funding. 

Political observers noted that ASG also has other 
obligations to deal with in the midst of the disaster, 
especially bond payments, which are paid out twice a 
year. At this point, the estimated cost of damages as a 
result of Gita is not yet known. 

As Samoa News reported yesterday, the US Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is working 
with its local partners conducting preliminary disaster 
assessment (PDA), which is then handed over to Amer-

ican Samoa to help with formulating a second request 
to the federal government for a “major declaration that 
would trigger the [federal] programs” that would help 
the territory rebuild its infrastructure and provide assis-
tance to homeowners, renters and business owners.”

Samoa News understands that some lawmakers will 
be seeking information on how much ASG will have 
to pay out for disaster recovery, when the Fono recon-
venes Mar. 12. 

IGIA AGENDA
According to the IGIA agenda, US Interior Secre-

tary Ryan Zinke; Interior Assistant Secretary for Insular 
and International Affairs, Douglas W. Domenech; and 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of the 
White House Offi ce of Intergovernmental Affairs, 
Justin R. Clark will give opening remarks. 

There will also be presentations by two other federal 
offi cials:

• Daniel Kowalski, Counselor to the US Secre-
tary of the Treasury, will provide an overview of the 
federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.

• Dee Robinson Rutkowski - U.S. Territories 
Program Manager at the US Treasury Department 
Offi ce of the U.S. Competent Authority will present 
on programs and technical support provided to the ter-
ritories as well as challenges facing the territorial tax 
offi ces. 

by Fili Sagapolutele
Samoa News Correspondent

tion by $5 million.
At last month’s cabinet meeting, the governor con-

ican Samoa to help with formulating a second request 
to the federal government for a “major declaration that 

Gov calls for austerity and will not travel 
to D.C. for 2018 IGIA meeting

� is image made available by the Broward County Sheri� ’s O�  ce on Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018, 
shows Sheri�  Scott Israel, holding the hand of Anthony Borges, 15, a student at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School. � e teenager was shot � ve times during the massacre on Valentine’s Day that 
killed 17 students. Borges is being credited with saving the lives of at least 20 other students. 

 (Broward County Sheri� ’s O�  ce via AP)

PARKLAND, Fla. (AP) — A 15-year-old student who was 
shot fi ve times during last week’s massacre at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School is credited with saving the lives of at least 
20 other students.

A fundraising site says Anthony Borges was shot in both legs 
and his back while attempting to close and lock a classroom door 
last Wednesday. Seventeen people were killed.

Borges’ friend Carlos Rodriguez told ABC’s “Good Morning 
America” that the two rushed to hide in a nearby classroom when 
they fi rst heard gunshots. He says no one knew what to do, but 
that Borges “took the initiative to just save his other classmates.”

Borges’ father Royer Borges says his son called him while 
lying on the ground after being shot. The father asked him to stay 
on the line, but at one point, he couldn’t hear the teenager’s voice 
anymore.

“He told me later ‘I had to drop the phone because I thought he 
was coming in and I wanted to pretend I was asleep so he wouldn’t 
continue shooting,” Borges told CNN’s Spanish language service.

Anthony Borges and his family are originally from Venezuela. 
His father says the boy is well-known among local sports clubs 
for his soccer skills, playing forward and training with Barcelo-
na’s youth academy near Fort Lauderdale.

Moved by the Florida student’s actions, U.S. soccer player 
Landon Donovan rallied his soccer fans to donate to help the teen-
ager’s family.

“One of our own was a hero last week and needs our help,” 
Donovan wrote on his Twitter account.

Borges’ GoFundMe had raised more than $446,000 as of 
Tuesday afternoon from nearly 14,000 donations. The legitimacy 
of the fundraising page was confi rmed by the Broward County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce. The hospital says it can’t release any details on 
his condition. It says only that he and three other injured victims 
from the shooting recovering at Broward Health hospitals are all 
in “fair condition.” The Sheriff’s Offi ce says that he “has a long 
road ahead with more surgeries needed.”

White House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders thanked 
Anthony Borges on Tuesday for the “courage” shown during the 
shooting attack.

“We are all rooting for you,” she said.

15-year-old shot 
5 times protecting 
classmates from 

gunfi re
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by Ausage Fausia 
Samoa News Reporter

NICOLE MAXEY 
A former employee of CSL 

Cargo Services, who is accused 
of stealing over $1,000 from 
her employer last year, has told 
the court that the accusations 
against her are true.

The American Samoa gov-
ernment initially charged 
Nicole Maxey, a 23-year-old 
female in two separate criminal 
cases. In case #56-17, Maxey 
is charged with stealing and 
forgery; and, in case #54-17, 
she is also charged with stealing 
and forgery. 

However, under a plea agree-
ment with the government, 
accepted by the court, Maxey 
has pled guilty to forgery.

In her plea, Maxey admits 
that on or about April 23, 
2017, in American Samoa, she 
stole money from her former 
employer by forging signatures 
on 3 checks from CSL Cargo 
Services that she took without 
permission, and cashing them 
for personal use. The checks 
were made out to her and were 
in the amounts of $650, $650 
and $375.

Maxey further admitted that 
on or about May 16, 2017, she 
made a check out to herself and 
cashed it for $632. 

She told the court that she 
did not have permission or 
authorization to issue or cash 
any of the checks.

Upon the defendant’s plea of 

guilt, the court found the defen-
dant guilty of forgery, one count 
each, in case #56-17 and case 
#54-17. Maxey, who is out on 
bail, is scheduled to re-appear in 
court on Mar. 20, 2018 at 8:30 
a.m. for sentencing.

RICHARD LAGAVALE
A man who was found guilty 

of misdemeanor stealing has 
been sentenced by the District 
Court to 12 months proba-
tion, under several conditions, 
which include not returning to 
the scene of the crime, and not 
committing any crime during 
the probation period.

The government’s case 
against Richard Lagavale sur-
faced two months ago, when 
a man reported to police that 
equipment in his truck, which 
was parked in front of a store, 
had disappeared. The man was 
inside the store to make a pur-
chase and returned to find the 
equipment missing.

A young man had witnessed 
the defendant taking the equip-
ment and contacted the police, 
who then questioned Lagavale, 
who told police that he took the 
equipment. Lagavale told police 
that he wanted to sell the equip-
ment to a neighbor for cash to 
buy beer for himself and his 
friends. The equipment was 
recovered and returned to the 
owner. 

Besides probation, the defen-
dant is ordered to pay a $230 
fine to the court.

WIFE ABUSER 
PLACED ON 
PROBATION

A man convicted of 
assaulting his wife in front of 
the couple’s children has been 
sentenced by the District Court 
to serve 18 months probation 
after the court waived the 45 
days in jail.

The court also warned the 
defendant he must comply with 
all conditions of probation, 
including not threatening or 
assaulting his wife and children. 
Samoa News did not identify 
the defendant in this case, the 
husband, to protect the victim, 
his wife.The defendant pled 
guilty last week to two misde-
meanor counts of assault in the 
third degree and private peace 
disturbance in his family.

A dispute between husband 
and wife occurred a few weeks 
ago, after the husband came 
home late from work and was 
drunk and the wife got suspi-
cious. Thereafter the couple got 
into a verbal argument, which 
was followed by the husband 
pushing the wife who fell in 
front of the couple’s children; 
and the husband then began 
pulling his wife’s hair and hit-
ting her on the face.

During sentencing, the 
defendant apologized for his 
actions and said that their dis-
pute has been resolved.

Other conditions of proba-
tion are that the defendant pay 
a $100 fine and attend and com-
plete alcohol counseling.

USD one-way

USD one-way

USD one-way

We are proud to be locally owned, serving the community for over 30 years.
NOW HIRING FOR FULL TIME POSITION:  REPAIR TECHNICIAN
The primary responsibilities of a Repair Technician are to maintain 
outstanding customer service, generate sales, merchandise product and 
support the Store Management Team.
REQUIREMENTS 

•	 Can	repair	appliances:		washing	machines,	dryers,	fridge	and	
freezers,	range/ovens,	microwaves,	water	heaters

•	 Can	repair	AC’s
•	 Electronics	repairs	are	a	plus
•	 Honest/Trustworthy
•	 Helpful	Customer	Service	skills
•	 Willingness	to	work	flexible	hours
•	 Strong	verbal	and	written	communication	skills	with	the	ability	to	multi-

task
•	 Ability	to	lift	at	least	40lbs	and	stand	for	extended	periods	of	time

Join our Ace Team Today!  We have a friendly atmosphere; we offer 
competitive wages, regular training and annual performance reviews. 	
Please	pick	up	an	application	TODAY	from	our	Customer	Service	
Counter	Or	visit	our	website		www.neilshomecenter.com	and	print	an	
employment	application.		

Drop	off	or	email,	completed	applications	to		
Monique@neilshomecenter.com

ACE HARDWARE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

When it comes to being helpful,  
Ace is the place!

FOR LEASE
2,400 SF Warehouse space (new)
6,900 SF Retail/Wholesale space

21’ High ceilings with 
10’ wide awnings in the front

May be leased separately or together
Secure gated lot, large parking area

Conveniently located across 
from Procurement

For information call 252-1735 or 258-4471

By FARAI MUTSAKA, Associ-
ated Press

BUHERA, Zimbabwe (AP) 
— Thousands of people in Zim-
babwe gathered on Tuesday for 
the burial of opposition leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai, whose 
death from cancer exacerbated 
divisions within a movement 

preparing for elections just 
months away.

A hearse carrying Tsvan-
girai’s body in a white casket 
drove slowly through the crowds 
to a school ground near his rural 
home in eastern Zimbabwe.

Rival leaders have vied 
for control of the opposition 

MDC-T party after the death 
last week of Tsvangirai, a long-
time opponent of former Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe who once 
entered into a flawed power-
sharing arrangement with him 
after disputed elections.

“Our leaders are going to 
unite,” Nelson Chamisa, the 
new head of the opposition 
party, said at the burial.

He said he had a condolence 
letter from Mugabe but refused 
the crowd’s calls that he read 
it and instead handed it to a 
member of Tsvangirai’s family.

Chamisa’s authority has 
been challenged by two other 
MDC officials, Thokozani 
Khupe and former Harare 
mayor Elias Mudzuri. The 
MDC-T party holds the second-
largest number of seats in Zim-
babwe’s parliament.

Mugabe resigned after a 
military takeover in November, 
and his successor, President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, says 
elections will be held as sched-
uled this year.

Zimbabwean opposition leader 
Tsvangirai buried in rural home

Kenyan Opposition leader Ralia Odinga, le�, speaks  to Zim-
babwean Movement for Democtratic Change acting President, 
Nelson Chamisa during the burial ceremony of Morgan Tsvan-
girai in Buhera, Zimbabwe about 200 kilometres south east of 
Harare, Tuesday, Feb, 20, 2018. Zimbabwe’s veteran opposition 
leader Morgan Tsvangirai, aged 65, died Feb 14 and was laid to 
rest at his rural home in Buhera.  (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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by Teri Hunkin
Special to Samoa News

There’s good news for the parents on island who struggle to help their children 
with special needs. The PCSN - Parents with Special Needs Network — in conjunc-
tion with the Leadership in Disabilities & Achievement of Hawaii (LDAH) have 
scheduled three workshops on island at the end of the month.

Sandy Scanlan, a founding parent of PCSN, is hoping to spread the word to 
families, teachers, health care workers, and community members who may fi nd 
these workshops valuable.

They are free and open to the public, however space is limited to 50 persons 
each day. 

 Workshop dates are Tuesday Feb 27, Wednesday Feb 28, and Thursday March 
1. They will all be conducted at the Tradewinds Hotel from 9am to 2pm daily, and 
lunch will be provided for participants.

The workshops will be conducted as follows: 
Tuesday, Feb 27: TRANSITIONING: This will include transitioning students 

from early intervention to elementary, elementary to middle school, middle school 
to high school, high school to college, college to work, and beyond.

The Transitioning unit will be led by Rosie Rowe from Hawaii, who heads up 
the Leadership in Disabilities & Achievement of Hawaii (LDAH) and the Parent 
Training Information (PTI) program under OSEP (Offi ce of Special Education 
Program). Rowe also oversees the local PTI, which is currently under the PCSN 
Network.

Wednesday, Feb 28:  COMMUNICATION: This workshop will cover many 
aspects of communication including Alternate Augmentative Communication, Sign 
Language (ALS), behavioral techniques, and a presentation from visiting speech 
pathologist, Jennifer Tarnay.

Thursday, March 1: AUTISM: The many aspects of autism will be covered, 
and it will also feature a few parents sharing stories of their experiences with their 
autistic children.  The workshop will include a discussion of many of the disorders 
which are similar to autism, and how they affect behavior and a child’s ability to 
interact with others.

The trainings and workshops this coming week will be conducted almost 
entirely by the local community in American Samoa— which means, says Scanlan, 
“if we have questions, we can refer to our local experts after the conference is over.  
Common complaints we hear from our community include (fi rst) that there are few 
programs for their special needs children, and (second) there is very little profes-
sional teacher training.”

She said that PCSN is working with parents, teachers, and local organizations 
to help alleviate both concerns. She added, “We are so grateful for the support of 
Rosie Rowe and the LDAH.”

Workshops are open to all parents, teachers, caregivers and community members.
Scanlan added a special note about bringing children, saying, “The workshops 

this week are during school hours so parents can focus more, but I want to be clear 
that if your child is older—or not in school— your child is welcome.”

“Parents of children with special needs have given up many social gatherings, 
left movies early, spent church in the Sunday School with their child, or denied 
their children socialization, all in an effort to not disturb others. But for any and all 
PCSN events, the children are welcome.  If there is a disruption, we understand and 

we will help you.  We have all been there, you will not be made to feel ashamed or 
unwelcome.” 

Because space is limited, registration is a must.
Please call Sandy at 731-3959. 
Email: sandysamoa2@gmail.com.  

ABOUT PCSN NETWORK
The Parents of Children with Special Needs Network was a labor of love orga-

nized several years ago by Sandy Scanlan, who is a physical therapist on island, as 
well as a busy mother of eight children. One of her daughters, Jasmine was origi-
nally thought to be autistic, but was later diagnosed with Angelman Syndrome, a 
rare genetic disorder rendering her non-verbal. Jasmine also suffers from dyspraxia, 
wherein her body does not do what her mind wants, making it diffi cult for her to 
control her emotions.

Because of the limited information which can be found on island for children 
with special needs, the PCSN Network,  an association of parents and interested 
community members, seeks to gather parents to support other parents, and keep 
them aware of activities and workshops which would inform, educate and assist 
them in their daily lives.

PCSN Network now has an email list as well as a FB page to help keep parents 
apprised of activities and events. Parents are encouraged to use these two forms of 
social media to connect with one another, ask questions and share ideas.

Other activities currently available include adapted swim class, ASL classes and 
art classes.  We also hope to repeat our summer camp in July.

Scanlan says there are also many committed teachers and agencies wanting to 
know more about helping these special children.  

She has a special “Thank You” to SPED, for sending so many teachers to the 
workshops.  “It’s easy to blame schools for not teaching our kids or meeting their 
specifi c needs, but at the same time, without on-island training, our teachers have 
little opportunity to improve,” she said. “We are hoping to provide continual training 
for our families and teachers so we can work together in meeting these needs.”

PCSN is also looking for local specialists to present workshops that may be 
helpful.  Scanlan noted that many parents become experts in their child’s fi eld of 
disability.

“For example, Sheba Sagiao is our local dyslexia expert as she became certifi ed 
in this area after discovering her oldest daughter struggled with this. We have other 
parents of children with autism who have vast amounts of knowledge on this dis-
ability. Personally, I’m getting more knowledgeable on behavioral strategies and 
AAC. We all have something to offer.”

A few years ago, Joyce Ursolino, PT, DPT, of Helping Hands met an OSEP rep 
who wanted to fi nd a group in American Samoa that would benefi t from the support 
of the Parent Training and Information center.   That is how PCSN connected with 
LDAH/ PTI in Hawaii, who offered their support with workshops and training such 
as the ones being offered next week.

Scanlan said that acknowledgements and gratitude should be given to Tradewinds 
Hotel, as well as PTI / LDAH and Rosie Rowe, along with the numerous agencies, 
volunteers and teachers who have helped over the years.  The parents are grateful 
for each person and every agency, business or organization who comes forward to 
help.

PCSN Network plans 
workshops for parents

AUTISM, COMMUNICATION AND SCHOOL TRANSITIONING HIGHLIGHTED

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Asso-
ciated Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas ruled out the United 
States as a broker for peace with 
Israel on Tuesday, calling for an 
international peace conference 
by mid-2018 with the key goals 
of full U.N. membership for the 
state of Palestine and a time-
frame for a two-state solution.

Abbas spoke as the Trump 
administration’s two key 
Mideast negotiators who are 
working on a U.S. peace pro-
posal — the president’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner and special 
representative Jason Greenblatt 
— sat in the Security Council 
chamber listening. But he left 
without speaking to them or 

listening to U.S. Ambassador 
Nikki Haley say that “the 
United States stands ready to 
work with the Palestinian lead-
ership,” and the two envoys are 
“ready to talk.”

The Palestinians are furious 
at President Donald Trump 
for overturning decades of 
U.S. policy and recognizing 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
ignoring that east Jerusalem is 
Palestinian territory occupied 
by Israel since the 1967 war 
that the Palestinians want as 
the capital of their independent 
state. Abbas called Trump’s 
pro-Israeli action “dangerous” 
and has said the president’s 
action destroyed his credibility 
as a Mideast peace broker.

“It has become impossible 

today for one country alone to 
solve a regional or international 
confl ict without the participa-
tion of other international part-
ners,” the Palestinian leader 
said.

Abbas presented the Pal-
estinians “peace plan” to the 
council. It calls for mutual rec-
ognition by the states of Israel 
and Palestine based on 1967 
borders, and formation of “an 
international multilateral mech-
anism” to assist the two par-
ties in resolving all fi nal status 
issues and implementing them 
“within a set time frame.”

He said the peace conference 
should include the Israelis and 
Palestinians, the fi ve permanent 
Security Council members and 
key regional and international 

governments, noting that 74 
countries attended a Mideast 
peace conference in Paris in 
January 2017.

The Palestinians want to set 
up a state in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem, 
lands Israel captured in the 1967 
war. But there have been no 
serious negotiations since gaps 
widened following the 2009 
election of Benjamin Netan-
yahu as Israel’s prime minister. 
He rejects the 1967 frontier as 
a baseline for border talks, has 
expanded settlements which the 
U.N. call illegal, and rules out a 
partition of Jerusalem.

Abbas accused Israel of 
“acting as a State above the 
law.”

“It has transformed the occu-
pation from a temporary situa-
tion ... into a situation of perma-
nent settlement colonization,” 
he said. “How can this happen? 
Israel shut the door on the two-
state solution on the basis of the 
1967 borders.”

The Palestinian leader added 

into his prepared remarks: 
“We are employees for the 
occupation.”

Abbas said the principle of 
two-states living side-by-side 
with full sovereignty must be 
preserved, but he said the U.S. 
has not clarifi ed whether it is 
for a two-state or a one-state 
solution.

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres stressed that 
“there is no Plan B” to a two-
state solution. But he warned 
that “after decades of support, 
the global consensus for a two-
state solution could be eroding.”

The U.N. chief voiced oppo-
sition to a one-state solution 
saying: “It is simply impossible 
to square the circle of a one-
state reality with the legitimate 
national, historic and demo-
cratic aspirations of both Israelis 
and Palestinians.”

Abbas was the last to arrive 
in the Security Council, and he 
left immediately after his speech 
to attend a reception hosted by 

Palestinian leader calls for 
peace conference by mid-2018

(Continued on page 12)
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Washington, D.C. – Tuesday, 
Congresswoman Aumua Amata 
is proud to announce that the 
United States Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Maryland, has 
offered a fully qualifi ed appoint-
ment to Miss Ji Hyun Oh to be 
a member of the Class of 2022.  

“I’m very pleased to 
announce this fully qualifi ed 
appointment from the U.S. 
Naval Academy to one of our 
own from American Samoa, Ji 
Hyun Oh,” said Aumua Amata. 
“My heartfelt congratulations 
to her and her family, along 
with all the proud educators in 
her life along the way. We’re 
excited for you, and wish you 
all the best in your education 
and service to our country.”

Ji Hyun Oh was one of 
ten local students nominated 
by Amata to compete for an 
appointment to the U.S. Naval 
Academy this year. She was 
born in American Samoa to her 
proud parents, Shi Yeong Oh 
and Jin Sook Lee. She was edu-
cated here in American Samoa 
and graduated from South 
Pacifi c Academy in 2017 as the 
class valedictorian with a GPA 
of 3.95. 

During her time at South 
Pacifi c Academy, she served as 
the Student Body President, a 
member of the National Honor 
Society, and participated in the 
STEP-UP Program at the Amer-
ican Samoa Community Col-
lege Land Grant for 4 weeks. 
She is currently attending the 
American Samoa Community 
College (ASCC) where she 
was inducted as a member of 
the Health Occupations Stu-
dent of America (HOSA), and 
is a proud volunteer for the 
American Samoa Cancer Coali-
tion. Despite her busy schedule 
with her college courses, Miss 
Ji Hyun Oh offers tutorial assis-
tance to high school students in 
Algebra, Geometry, and SAT 
Math.

Her brother, Midshipmen 
Hyun Duck Oh, is in his fi rst 
year at the U.S. Naval Academy. 
She resides in Ottoville, Amer-
ican Samoa, with her parents.  

“This opportunity results 
from a lot of dedication and is 
well-deserved,” continued Con-
gresswoman Amata. “Every 
one of these appointments is 
a delight, and an encourage-
ment to others pursuing similar 
opportunities in the next few 
years.”

Author Karen Wheat Book Signing
Feleti Barstow Public Library  

Friday, February 23, 2018  
4pm - 8pm

Phone:  633-5816

Washington, D.C. – Tuesday, 

Amata congratulates Ji Hyun Oh upon 
Naval Academy appointment 

Amata with Ji Hyun Oh and her proud parents. She has been accepted to attend the Naval Academy. [courtesy photo]

If you want to comment
about our fairness, call  

Samoa News at 633-5599

If you want to comment
about our fairness, call 

Samoa News at 633-5599
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Compiled by Samoa News staff
GITA’S FINAL STING: 

MORE WILD WEATHER 
FOR DEEP SOUTH NZ
While most of the South 

Island of New Zealand is out 
of the woods when it comes to 
the wild weather, a heavy rain 
warning remains in place for 
Dunedin and North Otago.

Ex-tropical cyclone Gita had 
moved away from the country 
and was currently sitting off the 
east coast of the South Island.

MetService meteorologist 
Peter Little said the impact of 
the storm was slowly easing.

“Gita now lies east of Banks 
Peninsula and continues to 
move slowly away to the south-
east, so we are seeing most of 
the rainfall now from south Can-
terbury down towards Otago.”

However MetService meteo-
rologist Claire Flynn said Gita 
still had a sting in its tail for 

those in the deep south where 
30 to 50 millimetres of rain 
could fall until 6pm.

(Source: RNZI)
SAMOA FAMILY 

DEMANDS $1MILLION OR 
THEY WILL NOT MOVE
The Government has given 

the Tauvalaau family of Sata-
puala an ultimatum. They have 
a week, Wednesday 28 Feb-
ruary 2018, to move.  

The order was confi rmed 
by Tuaato Tauvalau Salausa of 
Satapuala. 

But the family is not moving. 
She said that unless the Govern-
ment pays them — $1million 
—they are not going anywhere. 

She also called on Prime 
Minister Tuilaepa Sa’ilele 
Malielegaoi to reconsider the 
Government’s decision.  

“We will not leave our 
family land; this is where my 
father and our family mem-

bers are buried,” she said. “I 
will not leave this land. This is 
my father’s (Tauvalaau Fasio) 
land.”  

She claims the Government 
intends to extend the Faleolo 
International Airport runway 
across their family land.  

“This is where I was born 
and grew up and I cannot fathom 
how the Samoan Government 
can just hand out only $34,000 
to my daughter, yet our family 
land is worth far more than the 
lousy money they gave us.” 

“I live in American Samoa 
and prior to moving back in 
2005, I had my daughter stay 
here on our land.” 

“I was only informed that my 
daughter accepted the $34,000. 
That is not enough to compen-
sate the value of our land. How 
can the Samoa Government pay 
us peanuts?”  

Asked whether the family 

will move come 28 February 
2018, the mother is determined 
that will not happen. “I am not 
moving out of my family land 
and I don’t care who will come, 
I will not move,” she said.  

Salausa also has a message 
for Prime Minister Tuilaepa.  

“Lands and chiefl y titles 
are treasured by families and 
being that you Tuilaepa are a 
Chief, a leader of this country, 
you should know what we are 
fi ghting for.”  

(Source: Samoa Observer)
SAMOAN CHILD REPORT-

EDLY SUFFOCATES IN 
CAR

A Samoan three-year-old 
child is thought to have suffo-
cated in a car last Friday and 
police are investigating.

The Samoa Observer 
reported the police spokes-
person, Superintendent 
Auapa’au Logoitino Filipo, had 

confi rmed the investigation, but 
could not give any details.

But a source told the paper 
that the incident occurred in 
Vaitoloa which is on the out-
skirts of Apia.

(Source: RNZI)
POLICE PROBE DEATH 
OF MOTHER BURIED 

TWO WEEKS AGO
The Ministry of Police in 

Samoa has launched an inves-
tigation into the death of a 
29-year-old mother of three, 
who was buried two weeks ago.  

This was confi rmed by the 
Media Spokesperson and Police 
Superintendent, Auapa’au 
Logoitino Filipo.  

“There is an investigation 
ongoing right,” he said. 

 Pressed whether the Police 
will seek a Court Order for an 
autopsy and dig up the corpse, 
Auapa’au declined to comment. 

Police sources say the inves-
tigation started last week when 
investigating offi cers started 
interviewing family members 
of the deceased.  

“The mother gave birth to 
her daughter and a week later 
she died,” the Samoa Observer 
was told.  

“The investigation followed 
a complaint fi led by the family 
of the deceased although they 
have already had the funeral. “ 

(Source: Samoa Observer)
COOK ISLANDS TIVAIVAI 
A HIT AT BUCKINGHAM 

PALACE
It’s not every day that the 

Duchess of Cambridge Kate 
Middleton runs her royal fi ngers 
down the seams of a traditional 
Pacifi c Islands patchwork.

Yet she and other celebri-
ties, such as Naomi Campbell 
and Anna Wintour, have been 
admiring tivaivai in the hal-
lowed halls of Buckingham 
Palace, thousands of kilome-
tres from where these tradition-
ally made patchwork quilts are 
made.

Top New Zealand fashion 
designer Karen Walker com-
bined her chic, eccentric style 
with the traditional tivaivai 
motifs made by the Cook Island 
Mamas to make a red carpet 
dress for the fi rst Common-
wealth Fashion Exchange.

The Duchess hosted the 
event, which showcased designs 
from across the 53 countries in 
the Commonwealth.

Ms. Walker said she had 
always loved the look of 
tivaivai.

“I’ve always loved the 
graphics, the scale, the colors 
and the detail of the stitching.

“I’ve always been very 
drawn to how tivaivai look, what 
they stand for and their history 
and I’ve never had the opportu-
nity to work with tivaivai or to 
create any sort of project around 
the artwork.

“It was the perfect opportu-
nity to immerse myself in their 
culture and there was also the 

Pacifi c Island Pacifi c Island 
News in BriefNews in Brief

(Continued on page 12)
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left and he hoped to reach land. 
It was when the observed lights nearby and 

discovered that they were heading to Tutuila 
island that they used the last of their gas to reach 
Pago Pago harbor. As soon as they docked, they 
approached an individual named Tuiasea of Pago 
Pago and requested help. 

The DPS offi cers, the Marine Patrol Unit, and 
the Vice & Narcotics Unit responded to the call. 
The Immigration Offi ce was contacted for assis-
tance in documenting the crew, who had no iden-
tifi cation on them.

The fi shing vessel belongs to Samoa busi-
nessman. Luafutu Faamoana of Poutasi, Samoa.

to Samoa News follow-up questions yesterday afternoon. “We 
have a counseling program that has conducted meetings/ work-
shops with the team as well as principals.”

According to the ASDOE director, the information gathered 
by the team will be used to refer students to the appropriate ASG 
agency, such as the Health Department and the Human and Social 
Services Department.

Samoa News wasn’t able to confi rm immediately with each 
private school if they are also providing the same type of service 
to their students, nor if they have resumed classes. 

With public schools reopened, Matagi-Tofi ga said ASDOE 
acknowledged Gov. Lolo Matalasi Moliga “for making schools 
a priority,” ASPA, Public Works Department, and all govern-
ment departments that “have engaged in this recovery efforts — 
they certainly epitomize the ASDOE theme ‘TOGETHER WE 
SUCCEED’.”

She notes that the ASDOE School Lunch Program has pro-
vided water coolers for all public and private schools before Gita, 
in lieu of the boil water notice at the time. 

American Samoa Power Authority said early Monday evening 
that power has been restored to all public and private schools as 
well as the American Samoa Community College, which also 
resumed classes yesterday.

➧ Samoa…
Continued from page 1

� e � shing alia that dri� ed from Samoa and ended up in Pago Pago harbor, where it docked 
behind TAOA. � e vessel is now in the custody of DPS Marine Patrol unit, while crew are staying in 
Lauli’i, awaiting travel documents to return home. [photo by AF]

➧ Public…
Continued from page 1

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Samoa News welcomes and encourages 

Letters to the Editor. Please send them to our email 
news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 

Box 909, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799.
Contact us by Telephone at (684) 633-5599
Contact us by Fax at (684) 633-4864
or by Email at news@samoanews.com
Normal business hours are Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm.
Permission to reproduce editorial and/or advertisements, in 

whole or in part, is required. Please address such requests to the 
Publisher at the address provided above.

news.newsroom@samoatelco.com 
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Chief Associate Judge, 
Mamea Sala Jr., (le� ) admin-
istered the oath of o�  ce to 
the new Administrative Law 
Judge, Marie Alailima, with 
her husband, Commerce 
Department director Keniseli 
Lafaele (middle) holding the 
Bible. � e brief ceremony was 
held Feb. 12 at the Governor’s 
O�  ce conference room. 

Alailima, who had served 
as ALJ Pro Tempore since 
2007 was con� rmed early this 
month by the Senate. (� e ALJ 
post is not subject to House 
con� rmation.)

Alailima has practice law 
in the territory since 1996. She 
received her Bachelor of Arts 
Degree from the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa, where she 
also received her Juris Doc-
torate degree. 

 [photo: Gov’s O�  ce]

Urged on by 
Trump, GOP to 
fi ght Pennsyl-

vania’s
district map 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) 

— Encouraged by President 
Donald Trump, Republicans 
vowed Tuesday to fi ght Penn-
sylvania’s new court-imposed 
map of congressional dis-
tricts as dozens of candidates 
assessed their chances under 
newly formed districts and the 
odds that a federal court could 
block them.

Republican members of 
Congress and Pennsylvania 
Republican lawmakers planned 
to sue in federal court as early 
as Wednesday in a bid to block 
a map expected to improve 
Democrats’ chances at erasing 

(Continued on page 12)
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tusia Ausage Fausia

Talu ai le malosi o lo 
o aiaia i le Ulutala 6 
ma le 7 o le Fa’avae 

Toe Teuteu a Amerika Samoa, 
atoa ai ma le Ulatala 4.0111 
ma le 26.0105 o le Tulafono 
Toe Teuteu a Amerika Samoa, 
lea e tu’u atu ai le malosi i le 
Kovana mo le fa’alauiloaina o 
auaunaga faapitoa pe a tutupu 
ni fa’alavelave fa’alenatura, ua 
sainia ai e Lolo Matalasi Moliga 
lana poloaiga No. 011-2018, e 
aloaia ai fesoasoani tatau mai le 
malo mo tagata uma na a’afi a i 
le matagi o Gita, aemaise ai le 
tuuina atu e le malo o auaunaga 
ma tautua moomia mo vaega 
uma e mana’omia le fa’aleleia 
talu ai lenei fa’alavelave.

E pei ona taua i le fa’atomuga 
o le poloaiga a le Kovana, lona 
tuuina atu lea o se poloaiga 
faalaua’itele i le aso 9 Fepuari 
2018 e aloaia ai le i ai o Amerika 
Samoa i tulaga pagatia ona o le 
matagi malosi o Gita na afatia ai 
le atunu’u, ina ua maitauina le 
tele o meatotino sa fa’aleagaina 
ai i lea fa’alavelave.

I le mae’a ai la ona tuuina 
atu e Lolo o lana poloaiga 
faalaua’itele e faalauiloa ai le i 
ai o Amerika Samoa i se tulaga 
pagatia ina ua tuana’i le matagi 
malosi o Gita, e mafai ai loa ona 
ia tuuina atu se isi poloaiga e 
faalauiloa aloaia ai auaunaga e 
moomia mo fesoasoani talafe-

agai, pe afai e mae’a ona suesue 
ma auiliili tulaga o meatotino sa 
fa’aleagaina.

I le mae’a ai la o le matagi 
malosi o Gita, e taua ai le tatau 
lea ona fa’amama otaota ma 
mea sa fa’aleagaina, aemaise ai 
o le toe fa’aleleia o meatotino 
sa fa’aleagaina a le malo atoa 
ai ma tagata ta’ito’atasi, ina ia 
mautinoa ai le soifua maloloina 
o tagata uma.

I lalo la o le poloaiga a 
le Kovana ua sainia nei, ua 
poloaina ai le tuuina atu o le 
malosi i le Faatonusili o le 
Ofi sa e Pulea Faatauga o Oloa 
a le malo, mo le faia o faatauga 
moomia talafeagai mo galuega 
toe fa’aleleia. O fa’atau uma e 
le sili atu i le $100,000 e mafai 
ona fa’atau mai ai oloa uma mo 
nei galuega moomia.

O le Faatonusili o le Ofi sa o 
Tagata Faigaluega a le malo ua 
tofi a na te faia tofi ga faapitoa i 
lenei taimi pagatia o le atunu’u.

I tulaga o tupe faaalu e 
fa’atupe mai i teugatupe lotoi-
fale a le malo, o lo o tumau 
pea le taofi a o tupe fa’aalu i 
isi manaoga eseese, e ese mai 
i manaoga e alia’e mai ona o 
lenei fa’alavelave.

O le a fa’aauau pea ona 
i ai le atunu’u ma le malo o 
Amerika Samoa i lalo o tulaga 
o faalavelave faalenatura e pei 
ona poloaina e le Kovana, seia 
vagana ua toe tuuina atu se isi 
ana poloaiga mulimuli ane.

Poloaiga Kovana 
aloaia ai auau-

naga a le malo ona 
matagi o Gita

Tamo’e ma pasi le polo Basketball se’ia o’o 
ina mae’a lau ‘au ua uma ona � li fa’apitoa. E 
le’i tu’umamaina e le lanu mumu i ta’aloga a le 
aoga a Manumalo. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]
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tusia Ausage Fausia
Ua i luma nei o le Fono Faitulafono se pili sa tuuina atu e le 

faigamalo a Lolo ma Lemanu, e fa’atulafono ai ta’iala mo Pisinisi 
o lo o latou talaina ma lafoina tupe i totonu  ma fafo atu o Amerika 
Samoa.

O lenei tulafono o le a toe teuteu ai le Ulutala 13 o le Mataupu 
28 o le Tulafono Toe Teuteu a Amerika Samoa.

I se tusi a le afioga i le ali’i Kovana ia Lolo Matalasi Moliga sa 
tu’uina atu i Ta’ita’i o le Fono Faitulafono e lagolagoina ai lenei 
pili tau fa’aofi, na taua ai e le kovana e fa’apea, o pisinisi lafo 
tupe, o se tasi lea auala ua mafai ai ona fa’atupulaia auaunaga tau 
le tamaoaiga i soo se vaega o le Iunaite Setete o Amerika.

E tusa e 49 setete ua mae’a ona fa’atulafono ta’iala e fa’afoe ai 
a latou pisinisi lafo tupe, ae mo lo tatou teritori, o lo o fa’afoe lea 
auaunaga e aunoa ma se tulafono e fa’atulaga ai ta’iala.

Talu ai le maualuga o le aofa’i o tupe o lo o taulimaina e ituaiga 
pisinisi lafo tupe nei, e manaomia ai se tulafono e fa’atautaia ai 
ta’iala o nei ituaiga auaunaga, ina ia mautinoa lelei o lo o lelei le 
taulimaina o nei tupe.

O le tulafono lenei e aofia ai ituaiga pisinisi talatupe poo le lafo 
tupe e 2, o le pisinisi e mafai ona fesuiai ai tupe fa’avaomalo, ma 
le pisinisi e lafo ai tupe.

O le isi mafua’aga e ala ai ona taua le tulafono lenei, ina ia 
mautinoa ai e pisinisi lafo tupe nei ona tatala ni a latou teugatupe 
i pisinisi talitupe i le atunu’u.

Ma le vaega mulimuli e ala ai ona taua lenei tulafono e pei ona 
taua e le Kovana i lana tusi, o le mafai mai ai ona fesoasoani i le 
malo o Amerika Samoa mo ana fa’amaumauga, ma mafai ai fo’i e 
pisinisi lafo tupe ona totogi se vaega tupe laititi i auaunaga ta’itasi 
uma latou te faatinoina.

O lenei tulafono ua fa’amoemoe e talanoaina e le Fono Faitu-
lafono, pe a toe a’e i le aso 12 o Mati, talu mai lana malologa e 4 
vaiaso o lo o fa’agasolo i le taimi nei.

Pili e fa’atulafono ai 
ta’iala mo Pisinisi e 
tala ma lafo ai tupe

tusia: Leua Aiono Frost
CULTURE CREW & 

ISLAND BLOCK - MUSIKA 
MAI AMERIKA

Ua asia le atunu’u e le Cul-
ture Crew mai Hollywood i 
Kalefonia, lea ua malaga fa’atasi 
mai ma le Au Fa’asalalau o alo 
o Atumotu o le Pasefika ua 
fa’aigoaina i latou o le “Island 
Block”.

O lea malaga e faia ni gal-
uega alofa ina ia toe fa’afo’i le 
fiafia, le agaga alofa ma tausoa 
fa’atasi faigata ua lutia ai nisi o 
aiga i lenei vaitau o afa.

Ma o le a fa’afiafia i latou 
nei i le afiafi o le aso Tofi, aso 
taeao, i le Suigaula o le Atuvasa 
i Utulei. 

“E le’i manatu o le a matou 
o’o mai i se vaitaimi o lu’iga i 
totonu o tatou aiga. Peita’i, a’o 
se pese malu fo’i e fa’anofo 
filemu ai ni faigata, ma toe 
fa’afiafiaina ai loto, ae maise o 
le lagona alofa mo i latou uma 
i Samoa na lua, fa’apea isi atu-
motu uma o le tatou atuvasa, ona 
sa afatia i tatou ma fa’aleagaina 
ai le tele o mea totino. O le Atua 
lava ia o le Atua o le Alofa,” o 
se tala lea a Joe Savage Fa’avae 
Fualefao o Samoa, ma o se tasi 
o le Island Block o se Siufofoga 
Fa’asalalau i Utah ma Hawaii.

O le latou malaga ta’amilo 
lenei e o fa’atasi ai alo o atu-
motu ua mafai ona so’o fa’atasi 
o latou olaga ona o le Musika - 
ma ua iloga fo’i, e matua mautu 
lava lo latou so’otaga, o tamaiti 
o le Alamoana o tamaiti o le 
Aganuu Alofa. 

E to’afa lava i latou na ama-
talia le Culture Crew ua aofia ai 
Big Pati Soi, John, Schlutz, ma 
Sam. O i latou e le oni Samoa 
uma a’o tagata o atumotu nisi, 
Tonga ma Maori. O lo’o malaga 
fa’atasi mai ma sui ta’ito’atasi 
o e iloga i le musika. E pei 
o Tenelle Luafalemana, o se 
tama’ita’i Samoa na soifua i 
Laie, Hawaii ma Carson, Kale-
fonia. Ua lauiloa ana pese, i lana 

pese lotu, “How Great Thou 
Art” ma le “Tali Mai, O oe lo’u 
Au!” i pese fa’asamoa. 

O le susuga “Big” Pati Soi, o 
se tasi ua iloga i ana fatuga ma 
lona siufofoga i Los Angeles, 
Carson ma San Francisco fo’i, 
ae o lea ua salalau atu nei i 
Utah ma Washington State. 
Ua lauiloa lana pese “Island 
Girl” ma o se tasi fo’i o le Cul-
ture Crew, lea ua fa’ato’a lua 
tausaga talu ona amatalia.

Ua i ai fo’i le atali’i mai 
Guam i le Island Block, ia Joey 
Quenga, i lona suafa fa’asalalau 
o “DJ - Q.”

Sa muamua malaga i latou i 
Niu Sila, aua e to’alua sui o le 
Culture Crew e afakasi Tonga 
ma Maori, ma o i la’ua fo’i e 
‘au uso. Ona afea ei latou le atu 
Samoa, i le taimi tonu o le afa 
o Gita. 

“Ua taunu’u tonu mai lava 
le malaga i le vaitau e aoga ai. 
Na matou foa’ia le tele o matou 
‘fa’amama o le suavai’ le ituaiga 
e le tau fa’aaogaina ai se eletise 
po’o nisi mea faigata, e na’o na 
fa’apipi’i lava ma faaaoga loa.”

O le ali’i pese o Vaea Aitogi, 
o le sao lea o Amerika Samoa 
i le aumalaga. Na soifua a’e 
i Pago Pago. O le a fa’afiafia 
foi le SWELLS singers ma le 
tama o Vaea faapea DJ Seattle’s 
finest na soifua a’e i Masefau 
ma Leone. 

“O le a le fa’ailoa atu matou 
igoa, e matou te manana’o e o 
mai uma matou aiga e fiafia 
fa’atasi ma i matou i le Malae 
o le Atuvasa i Utulei, ina ia 
fa’alauiloa atu matou, ae tali 
mai i latou. Ua mamao le mea e 
o mai ai e fa’afiafia outou uma, 
fa’afofoga ma tatou fa’afetaia 
le alofa o le Atua, aua e silisili 
lava Ia! O se avanoa lenei e le 
au maua, ae o lenei ua o’o mai o 
pagatia aiga pele ma le atunu’u, 
ia alofagia e le Atua toe foa’i 
mai le manuia i tatou aiga uma! 
O le alofa na o mai ai,” o se tala 
lea a DJ mai Seattle.

O latou pesega sa fa’atautaia 
i Samoa na faia fo’i i a’oga ma 
sa muamua fo’i i le Kolisi i 
Pesega, le laumua o le Ekalesia 
a Iesu o le Au Pa’ia o Aso e 
Gata Ai, ma fa’asolo atu ai i isi 
a’oga. O le fa’afiafiaga tele sa 
faia lea i le eleele na tapena e le 
Tourism a Samoa i le lumafale o 
le Maota o le Malo.

“Matou fiafia tele i le matou 
fa’afiafiaga lea, ua toe vave ona 
fafaga atu ai le agaga fiafia ma 
le alofa i tagata uma o le tatou 
atunu’u, toe fa’amanatu atu, e le 
o mea o lenei olaga e taua, a’o le 
ola, alofa ma le fiafia e sili ona 
taua,” o se tala lea a le tama o 
Vaea.

I le tatou motu nei, mae’a 
pepese i latou i Fagaitua, 
peita’i sa manatu e pepese fo’i 
i Samoana ananafi, ae ua tolo-
poina se’ia toe fa’ao’o i le aso 
ma nisi fo’i o a’oga ua mae’a 
fa’atulaga e fa’afiafia ai.

O latou fa’amama o le suavai 
o lo’o latou faimeaalofaina atu 
i aiga pagatia, ua fa’ailoa mai e 
gaosia fa’apitoa e le Sawyers ma 
o le igoa fo’i lea o nei ituaiga o 
fa’amama e le fa’aaogaina ai se 
eletise e galueaina ai, “Sawyers 
Filters.”

KUKA MAI MEA’AI E LE 
DYWA MO SHELTERS
O le tausiga o nofoaga 

fa’apitoa mo e ua fa’aleagaina 
o latou fale nofo i le asiosio o 
Gita, ua fa’ailoa mai sa le toe 
kukaina mai e le Aufaigaluega 
a le SLP a latou mea’ai, ae ua 
ese le faiga ua fa’atautaia ai e 
afua mai le fa’aiuga o le vaiaso 
na te’a nei.

O lea itu o le tapenga ua 
tofu sao i ai matagaluega e 
tolu o le Malo, ma le foa’i a le 
Koluse Mumu o mea e tapena 
ai mea taumafa ona atoa ai lea 
o le tautua.“O mea e gaosia ai 
mea taumafa ua tapena mai e le 
Koluse Mumu, ae o le kukaina 
ua tapena e le Matagaluega o 
Tina ma Tupulaga Talavou, 
peita’i o le Fa’aipuina o mea 
tausami ua lafo atu i le Mataga-
luega o Alamanuia mo Tagata 
Lautele DHSS, ma le kiliva 
i nofoaga uma ua fa’anofoia 
ai nai aiga pagatia ia Gita, ua 
patino lea i le tautua a le Matag-
aluega a le Procurement.” O se 
tala lea na fa’ailoa mai e i latou 
na vave tula’i mai mo le gaosiga 
o mea’ai uma.

Ua iloga mai fo’i e na’o Pago 
Pago lava e tolu nofoaga nei ua 
fa’atula’ia ai, ae o isi afio’aga 
uma ua ta’itasi lava nofoaga o 
lo’o fagaina e i latou.

O le aso lenei, ua alafa’i ai 
lea tautua, i se fa’asinomaga 
fou, pe ua i ai se suiga i lea tonu, 
pe o le a fa’aauau ai pea lava i le 
faiga tuai lea ua sau a’i talu mai 
le aso Faraile talu ai.

O se va’aiga i ituaiga o Fa’amama Vai o lo’o malaga mai ma le 
Culture Crew, o tagata pepese fa’apea fo’i ma tama fa’asalalau o le 
Island Block, ma nisi o ali’i ma tama’ita’i lauiloa i le musika mai 
Amerika. O le fa’ataitaiga fo’i lea o lona fa’aaogaina, e pei ona 
faia i Samoa. [ata: Foa’i]

O le tama’ita’i faia’oga o Dorothy Fuiava ma le fanau matutua 
ua fa’asaga atu i a latou fa’ase’ega ina ua mae’a ta’aloga a le aoga 
a Manumalo i le vevela o le la. Manaia le fa’asologa o nei ta’aloga 
e fa’ai’u i le fa’amalu. [ata: Leua Aiono Frost]
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by Sam - Vaega 107
O le tuana’i ai o le tausaga talu ona tu’u 

fa’atasia le aiga o Laneselota ma le tama’ita’i 
pologa ia Ianeta e ala i le fa’aipoipoga, na mae’a 
aloaia ai loa suesuega sa gafa ma le Ofi sa Suesue 
o lo o galue ai le tamaloa o Meki, i le suesueina 
lea o le mataupu e fa’atatau i le fa’alavelave lea 
na ave faapagota ai Ianeta ma faapologa i le motu 
o tagata pologa i totonu o le malo. 

Ua sailia nei e Leoleo Nana le fafi ne o Mekala 
ma lona toalua o Pulusi, o i laua ia ua faamaonia 
lo la taupulepule e fa’atino le solitulafono o le 
ave faapologa o tagata ina ia faia i ai galuega 
mamafa ma sauaga. O le taeao po lava o le taeao 
o le aso Sa i se tasi o vaiaso, ae taunu’u loa Van 
uli a Leoleo Nana a le tamaloa o Meki i luma o le 
pa o loo siomia ai le fale o le fafi ne o Mekala ma 
lona to’alua, ma le fa’amoemoe e pu’e fa’apagota 
mai i laua. E taunu’u atu Leoleo o loo loka le pa 
e ulufale i totonu, ona taumafai lava lea e saili se 
auala e matala ai le pa peita’i ua tuai lava. 

E latalata loa i le itula e 8:00 i le taeao lava lea, 
ae vaaia loa e Meki ma lana vaega le aga’i ane o 
se ta’avale mai le itu i sasa’e o le motu ma afe 
tonu atu lava i luma o le pa. 

Na vaaia e Leoleo se ali’i pa’epa’e e laei 
mama ua oso i fafo ma le ta’avale, ona ia tatala 
lea o le pa ma le fa’amoemoe e ulufale ai lana 
ta’avale i totonu. 

“E i ai se mea tou te mana’omia”, o le fesili 
atu lea a le ali’i paepae lea ma lona leo e pei e 
fi a malosi i ali’i Leoleo. Na savali ane Meki  ma 
faailoa i le ali’i lea i latou atoa ai ma le mafua’aga 
o le latou i ai i luma o le pa. 

“E i ai le mataupu taua matou te fi a talanoa ai 
ia Mekala ma lona to’alua o Pulusi”. O le talanoa 
atu lea a Meki i le ali’i Leoleo lea. Ae na lulu le 
ulu o le ali’i lenei ma faapea atu. “E leai ni tagata 
faapena e nonofo i le fale. O le fale lea matou te 
nonofo ai ma lo’u aiga”. “O ai lou aiga ae o ai fo’i 
oe”, o le toe tuli tatao ane lea o le fesili a Meki i le 
ali’i lea, ae na tu le ali’i ma fa’apea atu i Leoleo, 

“O a’u o se ali’i tusi ata i totonu o le malo, sa ou 
fa’atauina mai lenei fale mai se ulugali’i milionea 
matutua lava sa nonofo iinei i le aai, e i ai fo’i a 
laua fale e tele i isi vaega o le aai, ae ua la fi lifi li 
e fa’atau ese mai ia te a’u le la fale lenei i se tau 
taugofi e”.

Na vaaia e le ali’i paepae lea le tu o le tamaloa 
o Meki ua le gagana, ona ia toe fa’apea atu lea, 
“E te iloa o fea se vaega o le aai lenei ua malaga 
atu i ai il aua”, o le toe fesili atu lea a Meki, ae 
na tali le ali’i lea, “Faamalie atu ou te le iloa”. E 
fai lava tala a le tagata lenei ma oso i totonu o 
lana ta’avale ma aga’i ese atu loa, ae o Meki ma 
ana Leoleo nana, ua na o le tutu ma au tilotilo i le 
aga’i ese atu o le ta’avale a le tagata lea i totonu 
o le lotoa. 

“E le mafai ona tatou ulufale i totonu o le lotoa 
pe afai e moni e le o toe nonofo Mekala ma lona 
to’alua i le fale lenei, ua tatau ona fa’anatinati a 
tatou sailiiliga manu e lei tuai”. O le talanoa atu 
lea a Meki i lana vaega ma latou toe aga’i ese atu 
loa mai le nofoaga lea. 

O le afi afi  o le aso lava lea na faia ai loa le tonu 
a le tamaloa o Meki i lana vaega, o le a vaevae 
le latou vaega e vaega e 3, ta’ito’a 2 i le vaega, 
ina ia mafai ai ona taape solo i le tau sailiina o 
le ulugali’i leaga lenei. Ua tuana’i le masina talu 
ona tau saili e Leoleo nana le ulugali’i. 

O le masalosalo tele o le tamaloa o Meki i le 
la talanoaga ma le ali’i lea sa la talanoa, na ia 
manatu ai e toe fi a alu lava e asi le fale pe moni 
lava ua le o toe nonofo ai le ulugali’i o loo tau 
sailia nei. 

E fetaui lava le taunu’u atu o Meki i luma o le 
faitoto’a e ulufale ai i le lotoa ae alu ese mai loa 
ma le ta’avale a le ali’i kiliva meli, ae tu’u ai meli 
i luma o le pusa meli a le ulugali’i. 

Na faanatinati atu Meki ma tatala le pusa 
meli ae aumai tusi o loo i ai e siaki poo ai o loo 
fa’atuatusi mai ai, ae na te’i ina ua vaai atu i le 
pito i luma o le tusi, o lo o fa’atuatusi mai ia 
Mekala.

by Sam - Vaega 107 “O a’u o se ali’i tusi ata i totonu o le malo, sa ou 

E LE O OE O SE 
SULI MONI

O se vaaiga i tama pese a le Culture Crew, lea e fa’a� a� a i le a� a�  taeao i le 
Suigaula o le Atuvasa i Utulei. Tala tusia i Tala Vaifanua o lenei lomiga. [ata foai]

By KAWEEWIT KAEWJINDA, Associated Press
BANGKOK (AP) — A Thai court on Tuesday granted legal 

custody of 13 babies carried by surrogate mothers to a secre-
tive Japanese millionaire who is their biological father, reviving 
a bizarre tale that captured tabloid headlines four years ago, but 
leaving some basic questions unanswered.

Mitsutoki Shigeta’s case raised eyebrows in 2014 when police 
raided a Bangkok condominium and found nine babies and nine 
nannies living in unfurnished rooms. It was determined that 
Shigeta had fathered the children using Thai surrogate mothers. 
The case, along with several others, helped usher in a Thai law 
prohibiting commercial surrogacy for foreign clients.

Bangkok’s Central Juvenile and Family Court gave Shigeta 
sole legal custody of the children, ruling that he is fi nancially 
stable and had showed his plans to care for them.

The ruling said Shigeta had a right to custody because the chil-
dren were born before the new law was enacted, and because the 
surrogate mothers signed documents waiving their custody rights.

Shigeta, who has kept an extremely low profi le, did not attend 
the court’s sessions and had a lawyer represent him.

Shigeta is the son of an owner of a Japanese company and earns 
over 100 million baht ($3.1 million) in annual dividends, which 
shows he is fi nancially capable of looking after the children, the 
court said in a statement. He is now 28 years old, according to a 
copy of his passport released by Thai police in 2014.

It said DNA evidence confi rmed that Shigeta is the children’s’ 
father, and that he plans to send the children to an international 
school and has bought a piece of land to house them next to a 
large park in central Tokyo, where they will be looked after by 
nurses and nannies.

The court also said Shigeta had opened bank accounts in Singa-
pore for all 13 children whose custody he was awarded Tuesday. 
Reports in the Thai media in 2014 said he had fathered 16 chil-
dren in Thailand, but the court’s decision mentioned only 13.

The court’s statement did little to lift the veil of mystery over 
Shigeta, who had minimal contact with the surrogates. After his 
case made headlines, a group of prominent lawyers sent letters 
warning Japan’s mainstream media not to report Shigeta’s name 
or the names of his family members, according to news organiza-
tions that received the letter.

Several Japanese magazines and online publications nonethe-
less identifi ed him as a son of Japanese tycoon Yasumitsu Shigeta, 
founder and chief executive offi cer of the Japanese communica-
tions and technology company Hikari Tsushin.

In 2014, a woman who was recruited through an online adver-
tisement to be one of his surrogates recalled meeting Shigeta for 
the fi rst time two months after giving birth at the fertility clinic 

Japanese man 
given custody of 13 

surrogate kids

(Continued on page 15)
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the Palestinians, avoiding any direct contact with 
the Americans or Israelis.

Israel’s U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon 
accused Abbas of “once again running away,” 
and refusing to meet Netanyahu for 7 1/2 years 
“to negotiate peace.”

Netanyahu’s offi ce issued a statement saying: 
“Abbas didn’t say anything new. He continues to 
run away from peace, and continues to pay terror-
ists and their families $347 million.”

Danon accused Abbas of using “hateful 
speech” and glorifying violence instead of 
improving the lives of Palestinians.

“Mr. Abbas, you have made it clear with 
your words and with your actions that you are 
no longer part of the solution,” he said. “You are 
the problem.”

Haley disagreed, saying the Trump adminis-
tration was offering “an outstretched hand” to the 
Palestinian people and their leaders.

“But we will not chase after you,” Haley said. 
“The choice, Mr. president, is yours.”

She said the U.S. will not change its decision 
on Dec. 6 to move the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, 
a move that has frozen U.S.-Palestinian relations.

The Palestinian leadership has a choice of two 
paths — “absolutist demands, hateful rhetoric, 
and incitement to violence” which will only lead 
to hardship for the Palestinian people or “nego-
tiation and compromise” that holds the promise 
of peace, Haley said.

Though Kushner and Greenblatt didn’t meet 
Abbas, they did meet informally behind closed 
doors with Security Council members.

Equatorial Guinea’s U.N. Ambassador Ana-
tolio Ndong Mba called the fact that they came 
to the council “very, very important” and “a good 
sign.” But he said council members “haven’t 
received any details” of the U.S. proposal for 
Palestinian-Israeli peace.

(Photos:  THA)

➧ Palestinian…
Continued from page 4

benefi t of being in the same city 
that has a strong Cook Islands 
presence,” she said.

She laughed as she remem-
bered the process of tracking 
down the Mamas.

“Typical New Zealand story 
of everybody knows somebody 
— our sample room manager’s 
boyfriend’s mother’s friend 
knew  Mamas Tukua Tukia.

“So a week later, we were 
connected with them, and we 
had heard about  Mamas Tukua 
being so talented in both craft 
and stitching, and that is rare,” 

she said.
It took over 1000 hours for 

the Karen Walker and Kuki 
‘Airani Creative  Mamas 
tivaivai dress to be formed.

Seventy- three-year-old  
Mamas Tukua Tukia, who was 
born in Aitutaki, said it was 
a team effort by six women 
who all found the experience 
empowering.

“Making a tivaivai is not as 
hard as making this gown with 
Karen Walker. It was hard, but 
such a good project to do.

“It was a team effort where 

one has to thread the needle for 
us and the other one has to do 
the cuppa tea for us. That’s how 
it works.

“We had one  Mamas, she’s 
91 years old this year, and she 
was really awesome. We didn’t 
ask her to come because we 
want to take care of her, but she 
wanted to help,” she said.

The Cook Islands Develop-
ment Agency of New Zealand 
is one of the groups supporting 
the project.

(Source: RNZI)

➧ Pacifi c…
Continued from page 6

Duchess of Cambridge Kate Middleton (le� ), New Zealand designer Karen Walker (center) and 
Tukua Turia from � e Cook Islands chat during a reception to mark the creation of the Common-
wealth Fashion Exchange initiative at Buckingham Palace.  [Photo: AFP via RNZI]

the GOP’s U.S. House majority.
The new map substantially 

overhauls a GOP-drawn con-
gressional map that has helped 
produce a predominantly 
Republican delegation and was 
widely viewed as among the 
nation’s most gerrymandered.

With control of the U.S. 
House on the line in November, 
Trump urged Republicans to 
challenge the new map of Penn-
sylvania’s 18 congressional 
districts all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, if necessary.

“Your Original was correct! 
Don’t let the Dems take elec-
tions away from you so that 

they can raise taxes & waste 
money!” Trump tweeted.

Lawyers for the Democratic 
voters who successfully chal-
lenged Pennsylvania’s congres-
sional districts as unconstitu-
tionally gerrymandered said 
Tuesday that Republicans have 
no legal or factual basis to sue.

In a statement, the Phila-
delphia-based Public Interest 
Law Center said the new 
court-ordered districts are non-
partisan, more compact and 
competitive, and Republicans 
should stop holding onto the 
gerrymandered districts they 
drew in 2011.

The Democratic-majority 
state Supreme Court met its 
deadline Monday to issue the 
new boundaries after it threw 
out the 6-year-old map last 
month. The Republican-con-
trolled Legislature and Demo-
cratic Gov. Tom Wolf did not 
produce a consensus replace-
ment map in the three weeks 
allotted by the court.

Independent analysts said 
the court-ordered map should 
improve Democratic prospects 
while still favoring Republicans 
as a whole. An analysis con-
ducted through PlanScore.org 
concluded the court’s redrawn 
map eliminates “much of the 
partisan skew” favoring Repub-
licans on the old Republican-
drawn map.

➧ Urged…
Continued from page 8



PARKLAND, Fla. (AP) 
‚Äî Students who survived the 
Florida school shooting began 
a journey Tuesday to the state 
Capitol to urge lawmakers to 
prevent another massacre, but 
within hours the gun-friendly 
Legislature had effectively 
halted any possibility of ban-
ning assault-style rifl es like the 
one used in the attack.

The legislative action fur-
ther energized the teens as they 
prepared to confront legislators 
who have quashed gun-control 
efforts for decades in a state 
where 1.3 million people have 
concealed carry permits.

“They’re voting to have 
shootings continually happen. 
These people who voted down 
the bill haven’t experienced what 
we did. I want to say to them, 
‘It could be you,’” 16-year-old 
Noah Kaufman said as he made 
the 400-mile (640-kilometer) 
trip to Tallahassee.

Three buses carried 100 stu-
dents who, in the aftermath of 
the attack that killed 17 people, 
want to revive the gun-control 
movement. The teens carried 
sleeping bags and pillows and 
hugged their parents as they 
departed, many wearing bur-
gundy T-shirts in their school 
colors.They spent the seven-
hour ride checking their phones, 
watching videos and reading 
comments on social media 
about the shooting, some of 
which accused them of being 
liberal pawns.

About 500 Leon High School 
students and parents applauded 
as the students got off the bus 
from Broward County.

Stoneman Douglas senior 
Diego Pfeiffer thanked his Tal-
lahassee counterparts as a group 
of Broward County students 
stood behind him on the school 
steps.

“This isn’t about school 
shootings. This isn’t about vio-
lence anymore. This is about 
hope. This is about moving for-
ward,” Pfeiffer told the crowd.
As the grieving Florida students 
demanded action on guns, Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday 
directed the Justice Department 
to move to ban devices like the 

rapid-fi re bump stocks used in 
last year’s Las Vegas massacre. 
It was a small sign of move-
ment on the gun violence issue 
that has long tied Washington in 
knots.

“We must do more to pro-
tect our children,” said Trump, 
a strong and vocal supporter of 
gun rights. He added that his 
administration was working 
hard to respond to the Florida 
rampage.

Meanwhile at the Florida 
Statehouse, a Democratic repre-
sentative asked for a procedural 
move that would have allowed 
the Republican-controlled 
House to consider a ban on 
large-capacity magazines and 
assault-style rifl es such as the 
AR-15 that was wielded by the 
suspect, Nikolas Cruz.

The bill had been assigned 
to three committees but was not 
scheduled for a hearing. The 
House quickly nixed the Demo-
cratic motion. The vote broke 
down along party lines, and 
Republicans criticized Demo-
crats for forcing the vote.

Because the committees will 
not meet again before the legis-
lative session ends March 9, the 
move essentially extinguishes 
hope that lawmakers would 
vote on any sweeping mea-
sures to restrict assault rifl es, 
although other proposals could 
still be considered.

“No one in the world with 
the slightest little hint of a soul 
isn’t moved by this tragedy,” 
Republican strategist Rick 
Wilson said. “The discussion 
has to be a longer, bigger and 
broader discussion.”

Lizzie Eaton, a junior at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, spent the day lob-
bying senators of both parties 
and concluded that lawmakers 
were “just not listening to us.”

The vote was “heart-
breaking,” she said. “But we’re 
not going to stop.”

The students planned to hold 
a rally Wednesday to put more 
pressure on the Legislature.

“I really think they are going 
to hear us out,” said Chris 
Grady, a high school senior 
aboard the bus.

The Feb. 14 attack initially 
appeared to overcome the resis-
tance of some in the state’s 
political leadership, which has 
rebuffed gun restrictions since 
Republicans took control of 
both the governor’s offi ce and 
the Legislature in 1999. How-
ever, many members of the 
party still have strong resistance 
to any gun-control measures.

Republican leaders in the 
House and Senate say they will 
consider raising age restrictions 
for gun purchases and tempo-
rarily revoking someone’s guns 
if that person is deemed a threat 
to others. Gov. Rick Scott, also 
a Republican, convened groups 
assigned to propose measures 
for protecting schools from gun 
violence.

Lawmakers will probably 
say that getting a new bill 
passed is nearly impossible with 
only two and a half weeks left 
in the legislative session. Some 
lawmakers who are thinking of 
running on a statewide ticket are 
mindful of their sensitive posi-
tions, since gun owners make 
up huge voting blocs in some 
parts of the state, especially 
the Panhandle.Wilson said he 
knows the students “want some-
thing to happen,” and they need 
“a moment to come and make 
their case.”

But, he said, “the thought 
that you get to wave a wand and 
change the law is something that 
is probably going to collide with 
reality.”The Parkland students 
also plan to meet Wednesday 
with top legislative leaders, 
including House Speaker 
Richard Corcoran and Senate 
President Joe Negron.Florida 
has a reputation for expanding 
gun rights. Negron sponsored 
a 2011 bill that Scott signed 
into law that banned cities and 
counties from regulating gun 
and ammunition sales.Authori-
ties said Cruz, 19, had a string 

of run-ins with school authori-
ties that ended with his expul-
sion. Police were repeatedly 
called to his house throughout 
his childhood. His lawyers said 
there were many warning signs 
that he was mentally unstable 
and potentially violent. Yet he 
legally purchased a semi-auto-
matic rifl e.

The Senate is also consid-
ering boosting spending on 
mental health programs for 
schools and giving law-enforce-
ment greater power to involun-
tarily hold someone considered 
a danger to themselves. 
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American Samoa Government
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT

Equal Opportunity Employer / Affirmative Action
DR. ORETA MAPU CRICHTON
Chief Procurement Officer

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB-033-2018

Issuance Date: February 15, 2018                                   Closing Date:  February 28, 2018
   No later than 2:00p.m. (local time)
1. INVITATION
 Sealed bids are invited from qualified firms to provide the “Soil Remediation Work for the 

Fono Building” located in the village of Fagatogo, Territory of American Samoa.
2. RECEIPT & OPENING OF BIDS
 Sealed bids will be received by the Chief Procurement Officer, American Samoa Government, 

Tafuna, American Samoa 96799, until 2:00 p.m. (local time), Wednesday, February 28, 2018 at 
which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read.

3. PRE-BID MEETING
 A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on Thursday, February 22, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. at 

the Office of Procurement Conference Room.  Bids will not be accepted from bidders who are 
not present at the Pre-Bid Meeting.

4. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
 Electronic copies of contract documents, including Plans and Specifications may be examined 

or obtained at the Office of Procurement free of charge.
5. The American Samoa Government reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any bid.
6. The American Samoa Government reserves the right to waive any informality in bidding as may 

be in the best interest of American Samoa Government.

The Feb. 14 attack initially 
appeared to overcome the resis-

But, he said, “the thought 
that you get to wave a wand and 

of run-ins with school authori-
ties that ended with his expul-

Florida survivors, lawmakers on 
collision course over guns

West Boca Raton Community High School students sophomore 
Leona Zaborsky, 16, right, and senior Julia Wheeler, 18, hug a� er 
reaching Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Fla., Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2018. Hundreds of students walked out 
of the school Tuesday and made their way to the site of a school 
shooting about 10 miles (16 kilometers) away in a show of soli-
darity for bringing an end to gun violence.  (Amy Beth Bennett/South 

Mourners hold � owers during the funeral for Peter Wang at 
Kraeer Funeral Home in Parkland, Fla., Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2018. 
Wang is one of 17 people killed by a former student during Wednes-
day’s shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.  

 (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)
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By PHILIP ISSA and BASSEM 
MROUE, Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Govern-
ment forces bombed the north-
eastern suburbs of the Syrian 
capital for a second straight 
day on Tuesday, killing more 
than 100 people and raising the 
specter of a full-scale offensive 
that could spell catastrophe for 
the nearly 400,000 residents 
trapped under siege.

Rescuers raced to reach 
survivors in the devastated 
Damascus suburbs known as 
eastern Ghouta as warplanes 
and helicopter gunships circled 
overhead, bombing hospitals, 
apartment blocks, markets and 
other civilian targets. The sub-

urbs are the last major strong-
hold for rebels in the capital 
region.

At least 250 civilians were 
killed during the 48 hours of 
unrelenting onslaught that began 
Monday, including 58 children, 
according to the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights moni-
toring group. Another 1,000 
people were wounded, it said.

“We no longer have the 
words to describe children’s 
suffering and our outrage,” the 
U.N. children’s agency said 
in a terse statement about the 
carnage.

Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov appeared 
to endorse the unrestrained 

assault, which he said was 
backed by the Russian air force. 
“In keeping with the existing 
agreements, the fight against 
terrorism cannot be restricted 
by anything,” he said.

Russia has been an unwav-
ering ally of Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s forces and 
was instrumental to the all-out 
assault in late 2016 that ejected 
rebels from their enclave in 
eastern Aleppo, Syria’s largest 
city before the war — an out-
come that Lavrov said could 
serve as a model for eastern 
Ghouta.

Pro-government forces 
have been amassing since the 
weekend on the perimeter of the 
rebel-held region, a collection 
of towns and farmland that once 
provided grain and fruit to the 
capital before nearly five years 
of warfare turned it into a land-
scape of havoc and despair.

The towns of eastern Ghouta 
were among the first to organize 
into self-governing collectives 
and shake off government rule 
after popular demonstrations 
against Assad swept through 
the country in 2011, eventu-
ally leading to civil war. They 
are also among the last to resist 
Assad’s determined campaign 
to bring every last rebellious 
corner of the country to heel. 
Assad and his allies main-
tain they are fighting a war on 
terrorism.

Monther Fares, spokesman 
for the Ahrar al-Sham rebel fac-
tion operating in eastern Ghouta, 
said densely populated residen-
tial areas were bearing the brunt 
of the attacks, a hallmark tactic 
of the government and its allies 
to devastate civilian areas and 
infrastructure before launching 
a final ground assault.

The battle for rebel-held 
east Aleppo culminated in the 
evacuation of tens of thousands 
of civilians from their homes, 

with many unable to return. 
A subsequent U.N. investiga-
tion charged that the campaign 
amounted to forced displace-
ment of a population and rose to 
the level of a war crime.

That outcome could still 
be a while coming in eastern 
Ghouta, which is considerably 
larger than east Aleppo.

It is also divided between 
two rebel factions that deeply 
distrust each other, as well as 
a small presence of al-Qaida-
linked fighters and a handful 
of other militias that could 
lead to the fragmentation of 
the enclave, according to Aron 
Lund, a fellow at the New York-
based Century Foundation. 
That, at least, could spare civil-
ians some of the devastation of 
an all-out ground assault.

“It’s perhaps more likely that 
government offensives develop 
into a patchwork of partial sur-
renders, cease-fires, interim 
deals and carve-ups that won’t 
end the conflict but change 
the way the enclave looks and 
functions ... on the road to final 
defeat,” Lund said.

At least 10 hospitals in 
eastern Ghouta were dam-
aged by airstrikes or shelling 
since Sunday night, according 
to Ahmad al-Dbis, the security 
manager for the Union of Med-
ical Care and Relief Organiza-
tions, which runs hospitals and 
clinics in Syria. Ten medical 
staff and rescue workers were 
among the dead.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross said in 
a statement that it was receiving 
“distressing reports” of dozens 
killed and wounded every day 
in eastern Ghouta, with “fami-

lies trapped, with no safe place 
to hide from shelling.”

Nasr al-Hariri, who heads 
the committee representing the 
Syrian opposition at the U.N., 
said the opposition was ready 
to facilitate the withdrawal of 
al-Qaida-linked fighters from 
eastern Ghouta to halt the 
assault.

But a spokesman for Failaq 
al-Rahman, one of the largest 
militant groups in eastern 
Ghouta, charged that Russia 
had obstructed an initiative to 
eject the al-Qaida fighters in 
November, to keep a pretext for 
an assault.

“Russia was going along 
to buy time and give Assad an 
opportunity to pursue the mili-
tary solution,” said spokesman 
Wael Olwan, who confirmed 
intensive contacts with the Rus-
sians in November.

Russia was supposed to 
guarantee security and aid 
access to eastern Ghouta as 
part of an agreement it reached 
with the rebels in August. But 
the Syrian government blocked 
all but a handful of aid con-
voys, plunging the region into 
a spiraling humanitarian crisis. 
Child malnutrition rates are in 
the double digits, according to 
the United Nations, and patients 
are dying of treatable illnesses 
and wounds while waiting for 
medical evacuations.

As the death toll climbed 
in eastern Ghouta, the rebels 
retaliated on Tuesday by hitting 
some Damascus neighborhoods 
with mortar shells, killing eight 
people, including three chil-
dren, and wounding 15 others, 
according to the state news 
agency SANA.

Government bombing of 
Damascus suburbs kills more than 100

NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
CUMBERLAND COUNTY

FILE NO.: 17-CVD-5920

Published: 2/7, 2/14, 2/21

MANAOMIA TAUANUU and 
 SEELA TAUANNUU, 

GRACE TANIELA and   
NELI CHRISTIAN TAUEETIA, 

Plainti�s,

Defendants.

VS.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

NOTICE OF 
SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY 
PUBLICATION

TO:  NELI CHRISTIAN TAUEETIA
TAKE NOTICE that a pleading seeking relief against you has 

been �led in the above-entitled action.  �e nature of the relief being 
sought is child custody of the minor child, TAFAILAGIIMOANA 
TANIELU, born July 21, 2016.

You are required to make defense to this pleading no later than 
March 30, 2018, and, upon your failure to do so, the party seeking 
service against you will apply to the court for the relief sought. Your 
defense must be �led with the Clerk of Court of Cumberland County, 
P O Box 363, Fayetteville, NC, 28302, and a copy served upon the 
undersigned.
          �is 23rd day of January, 2018.

COOPER, DAVIS & COOPER
/s/ Robert L. Cooper 
       By: ____________________________
 Robert L. Cooper
 Attorney for Plainti�s
 P O Drawer 1598
 Fayetteville, NC  28302-1598
 (910) 483-3843

�is photo released on Tuesday Feb. 20, 2018 provided by the Syrian Civil Defense group known 
as the White Helmets, shows an injured man stuck under the rubble of a damaged building that 
attacked by Syrian government airstrike, in Ghouta, suburb of Damascus, Syria. A Syrian moni-
toring group and paramedics say government shelling and airstrikes on rebel-held suburbs of the 
capital, Damascus, killed at least 98 people on Monday.  (Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets via AP)

�is photo released on Tuesday Feb. 20, 2018 provided by the 
Syrian anti-government activist group Ghouta Media Center, 
which has been authenticated based on its contents and other AP 
reporting, shows an injured Syrian man who was wounded by the 
shelling of the Syrian government forces, waits to receive treat-
ment at a makeshi� hospital, in Ghouta, suburb of Damascus, 
Syria. A Syrian monitoring group and paramedics say govern-
ment shelling and airstrikes on rebel-held suburbs of the capital, 
Damascus, killed at least 98 people on Monday.

  (Ghouta Media Center via AP)
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that arranged the deal, for which 
she was paid $10,000.

She described him in an inter-
view with The Associated Press 
as tall, with shaggy, shoulder-
length hair, and dressed casually 
in jeans and a wrinkled, button-
down shirt he left untucked. The 
woman, who asked to be called 
by the pseuudonym “Wassana” 
to avoid embarrassment to her 
family, said his lawyer accom-
panied him to the meeting, 
where she and Shigeta signed 
a document granting him sole 
custody.“He didn’t say any-
thing to me,” said Wassana, a 
sidewalk food vendor who took 
on the surrogacy job to help 
pay her rent. “He never intro-
duced himself. He only smiled 
and nodded. His lawyer did the 
talking.”When public interest 
in the case became intense, 
Shigeta said through a lawyer 
that he simply wanted a big 
family.But Mariam Kukunash-
vili, founder of the New Light 
clinic that recruited Wassana, 
said he told her “he wanted to 
win elections and could use his 
big family for voting,”

“He said he wanted 10 to 15 
babies a year, and that he wanted 
to continue the baby-making 
process until he’s dead,” Kuku-
nashvili told the AP in 2014.

Wassana’s doctor, Pisit Tan-
tiwattanakul, told the Medical 
Council of Thailand — which 
was concerned that there had 
been ethical breaches in the 
case — that Shigeta said he 
had businesses overseas and 
wanted a large family because 
he trusted only his own children 
to take care of them.According 
to Tuesday’s court statement, 
Shigeta has taken care of other 
children, born from surrogacy, 
and raised them in Japan and 
Cambodia, where they were 
well looked after. The children 
that he cared for in Japan now 
all have Japanese citizenship, it 
said.

It is unclear where the chil-
dren raised in Cambodia are 
now. Cambodia inherited much 
of the surrogacy-for-hire busi-
ness for foreigners after Thai-
land banned it, but later passed 

its own law against it.
The court said Shigeta did 

not show behavior linking him 

to human trafficking, which had 
been a concern when his story 
was originally revealed.

American Samoa Government
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Request for Public Comment on  
Special Education Funding Application

The American Samoa Department of Education (ASDOE) Special Education Division (SPED) has for public review its application for 
funding under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) with 
the US Department of Education. 
These funds are used to provide special education services to all school age children, ages 3 - 21 years, in the territory of American 
Samoa who have a disability that adversely affects their classroom achievements. As a condition for granting the funds, each State or 
Territory proposing the application must submit the application for public review and comment. The public must be afforded reasonable 
opportunities for comment 30 days prior to the submission of the application on May 14, 2018. The public hearing is scheduled 
for April 12, 2018 at the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Conference Room in Utulei at 2:00pm. The Department of 
Education must review and give due consideration to all comments and suggestions prior to the submission of the 
application for funding.
Copies of the application are available at the Special Education Office located in Faga’alu. All persons interested in the application 
are encouraged to pick up a copy between the hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm. Written comments will also be taken during these 
hours. Comments and suggestions may also be made via email to Faauifono Vaitautolu at faauitolu@yahoo.com or Dr. Teresa Le’iato 
Atuatasi at atuajjj_1999@yahoo.com or may be sent surface mail to Dr. Teresa Lei’ato Atuatasi, Assistant Director Special Education 
Division, PO Box ASDOE-SPED, Pago Pago, AS 96799.

Talosagaina Finagalo Lautele mo le Tusi Talosaga mo  
Alagatupe Fuafuaina o le Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa

Ua tu’uina mai e le Matagaluega o A’oga Amerika Samoa (ASDOE) Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa (SPED) se avanoa e fa’alia ai finagalo 
fa’alaua’itele a le mamalu o le atunu’u mo le alagatupe talosaga i lalo o le Maga B Tulafono mo Tagata o iai Manaoga Fa’apitoa 
(IDEA) ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa (OSEP) o le Matagaluega o A’oga a le Malo Tele o Amerika (USDOE).
O ia alagatupe ua fuafuaina e fa’atino ai a’oa’oga fa’apitoa tu’uina atu mo tamaiti a’oga uma, e amata mai i le 3 - 21 tausaga, i totonu 
o le Teritori o Amerika Samoa o lo’o iai manaoga fa’apitoa ua fa’afaigata ai taumafaiga taua’oa’oga i totonu o potu a’oga. O se tasi 
aiaiga mo le taliaina o le talosaga, e tatau i Setete ma Teritori uma o lo’o talosagaina ia alagatupe ona fa’asalalau a latou tusi talosaga 
mo se finagalo fa’aalia o tagata lautele. E tatau ona lava se avanoa e silasila lelei ai le atunu’u mo le silafia ma tu’uina mai so latou 
finagalo fa’aalia e tusa e 30 aso ae le’i tu’uina atu le tusi talosaga ia Me 14, 2018. O le a faia se fono fa’alaua’itele ia Aperila 12, 2018 
i le potu fonotaga i le Ofisa ASDOE Early Childhood Education i Utulei i le itula e 2:00pm. O le a iloiloina e le Matagaluega a A’oga 
Amerika Samoa finagalo ma manatu fa’aalia a le lautele ma tu’uina atu ni fautuaga ae le’i o’o i le aso fa’atapula’aina o tusi talosaga. 
O lo’o maua kopi o lenei tusi talosaga i le Ofisa o A’oga Fa’apitoa i Faga’alu. Mo i latou e mana’omia se kopi o le tusi talosaga, 
e avanoa le ofisa mai le itula 8:00am i le 4:00pm. O manatu fa’aalia e tauala mai i tusitusiga e mafai ona tu’uina mai i taimi ua 
fa’atulagaina. A iai nisi manatu ma fautuaga, e mafai ona imeli mai ia Fa’auifono Vaitautolu faauitolu@yahoo.com po’o Teresa Le’iato 
Atuatasi atuajjj_1999@yahoo.com pe tusi mai ia Teresa Le’iato Atuatasi, SPED Assistant Director, PO Box ASDOE-SPED, Pago 

➧ Japanese…
Continued from page 11

FILE - In this Aug. 12, 2014, �le photo, the media attend a press brie�ng where �ai police dis-
play projected pictures of surrogate babies born to a Japanese man who is at the center of a surrogacy 
scandal during a press conference at the police headquarters in Chonburi, �ailand. Bangkok’s Cen-
tral Juvenile and Family Court on Tuesday gave Mitsutoki Shigeta sole legal custody of the children 
he fathered using �ai surrogate mothers, ruling that he’s �nancially stable and showed his plans to 
care for them.  (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)

NEW YORK (AP) — With a massive $40.2 million in ticket 
sales Monday, “Black Panther” has set another box-office record: 
biggest Monday ever.

The Walt Disney Co. again raised its box-office estimates for 
the Marvel sensation on Tuesday. The film’s updated Monday 
performance — $7 million higher than Disney earlier forecast 
— narrowly topped the previous record, set by “Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens” in 2015 with $40.1 million.

The higher Monday figure gives “Black Panther” the second 
biggest four-day weekend, behind only the $288.1 million of 
“The Force Awakens.” With $242 million over the Presidents’ 
Day weekend, “Black Panther” moves ahead of December’s “Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi” in the ranks of four-day starts.

Ryan Coogler’s film, starring Chadwick Boseman, is the first 
big-budget tent pole release featuring a nearly all-black cast. The 
movie’s three-day gross of $201.8 million ranks fifth highest of 
all time, not accounting for inflation.

Internationally, “Black Panther,” which cost $200 million to 
make, is also outperforming earlier estimates. It has made $184.6 
million overseas thus far, giving it a worldwide total of $426.6 
million.

The top 20 movies at U.S. and Canadian theaters Friday 
through Monday, followed by distribution studio, gross, number 
of theater locations, average receipts per location, total gross and 
number of weeks in release, as compiled Monday by comScore:

1. “Black Panther,” Disney, $242,155,680, 4,020 locations, 
$60,238 average, $242,155,680, 1 Week.

2. “Peter Rabbit,” Sony, $23,382,931, 3,725 locations, $6,277 

Box Office Top 20: ‘Black Pan-
ther’ scores record Monday

(Continued on page 16)
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American Samoa

Territorial Spelling Bee

Department of  
EDUCATION

in conjunction with

What is your name?
   Nafanua Nimoa’i
What is your school name?
   A.P. Lutali Elementary School
What grade are you in?
   Grade 8 
Who is your English Teacher?
   Christina Nili 
Who are your parents?
   Late Tuisauma & Nafanua Maliga
What village are you from?
    Aunu’u
What was your winning word?
    PITEOUSLY

�e student at the right 
will represent   
A.P. Lutali Elem. School 
in the American Samoa 
Spelling Bee to be held 
March 07, 2018.
�e winner of that Bee 
will represent American 
Samoa in the 90th 
annual Scripps Howard 
Spelling Bee to be held 
in Washington, D.C.

Spelling Bee Winners, if you’ve not filled out your biography and had your picture taken, please come in to Samoa News.

Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!
BIOGRAPHY OF A 2018 
SPELLING BEE FINALIST
BIOGRAPHY OF A 2018BIOGRAPHY OF A 2018
SPELLING BEE FINALIST

Major Sponsor

McDonald’s

What is your name?
   
What is your school name?
   
What grade are you in?
   
Who is your English Teacher?
   
Who are your parents?
   Late Tuisauma & Nafanua Maliga
What village are you from?
    
What was your winning word?
    

will represent American 

Spelling Bee Winners, if you’ve not filled out your biography and had your picture taken, please come in to Samoa News.

Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!Meet A Spelling Champ!
SPELLING BEE FINALIST

Seen here are American Samoa Power Authority (ASPA) meter readers delivering electric meter sockets to customers that had damaged meter sockets and called in 
for assistance. ASPA managing director Paul Young had told Samoa News that if “your meter socket was damaged by the storm, we have a limited amount to issue to 
customers that may need them. � is will only be for customers that have a damaged meter socket due to Gita.”

As of 6p.m Feb. 19, ASPA has restored electricity to 10,860 — or 90.5% — out of 12,000 customers. Additionally, all public and private schools have power restored. 
ASPA reiterated this important message to the public: “Treat all telephone and power lines as live at all times.” ASPA Facebook page provides restoration schedule and 

new updates. Samoa News is also providing these updates on www.samoanews.com
While ASPA has restored water to all of its 9,600 customers, the Authority’s current focus are on calls regarding low water pressure due to waterline breaks and high 

elevation customers. 
Additionally, the island wide precautionary Boil Water Notice issued during Gita was li� ed Feb. 18; however, the Boil Water Notice remains in e� ect for:  Starting 

from ILIILI at the Antioch Assembly of God Church eastward to PAGO PAGO at service connections on the ocean (sami) side ONLY.
For solid waste, ASPA says damaged receptacles — bins and containers — have been reported by collection contractors and recorded. Collection contractors have 

focused on main road piles — public debris — since Feb. 10.  [photo: ASPA]

average, $54,355,473, 2 Weeks.
3. “Fifty Shades Freed,” 

Universal, $19,439,120, 3,768 
locations, $5,159 average, 
$78,630,575, 2 Weeks.

4. “Jumanji: Welcome 
To The Jungle,” Sony, 
$10,014,906, 2,800 locations, 
$3,577 average, $379,693,471, 
9 Weeks.

5. “The 15:17 To Paris,” 
Warner Bros., $8,923,106, 
3,042 locations, $2,933 average, 
$26,670,823, 2 Weeks.

6. “The Greatest Showman,” 
20th Century Fox, $6,527,597, 
1,936 locations, $3,372 average, 
$155,905,953, 9 Weeks.

7. “Early Man,” Lionsgate, 
$4,260,148, 2,494 locations, 
$1,708 average, $4,260,148, 1 

Week.
8. “Maze Runner: The Death 

Cure,” 20th Century Fox, 
$3,243,854, 1,892 locations, 
$1,715 average, $54,723,980, 4 
Weeks.

9. “Winchester,” Lionsgate, 
$2,619,156, 1,479 locations, 
$1,771 average, $22,249,335, 3 
Weeks.

10. “The Post,” 20th Cen-
tury Fox, $2,437,992, 1,050 
locations, $2,322 average, 
$77,047,364, 9 Weeks.

11. “Samson,” Pure Flix, 
$2,255,864, 1,249 locations, 
$1,806 average, $2,255,864, 1 
Week.

12. “The Shape Of Water,” 
Fox Searchlight, $2,055,052, 
957 locations, $2,147 

➧ Box…
Continued from page 15

� is image released by Disney shows Chadwick Boseman in a 
scene from Marvel Studios’ “Black Panther.” 

 (Matt Kennedy/Marvel Studios-Disney via AP)


